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PREFACE. 
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THE apocryphal books of the Old Testament have been greatly neglected by English 
divines. No critical commentary in the English language has appeared since that of Richard 
Arnald (died 1756), first published in London 1744, and for the fourth time (with correc- 
tions by Pitman), in 1822, and embodied in the Critical Commentary of Patrick, Lowth, 
Arnald, Whitby, and Lowman. Since the British and Foreign, and the American Bible 
ea have ceased to circulate them, it is even difficult for the ordinary reader to obtain 
them. 

They are, it is true, not equal in authority to the canonical books: they did not belong 
to the Hebrew canon; they were written after the extinction of prophecy; they are not 
quoted in the New Testament (the Book of Enoch referred to by Jude is not among the 
Apocrypha); the most learned: among the Christian fathers, Origen, Eusebius, and Jerome, 
excluded them from the canon in its strict sense, although they made frequent use of them; 
they contain some Jewish superstitions, and furnish the Roman Catholics proof-texts for their 
doctrines of purgatory, prayers for the dead, and the meritoriousness of good works. 

Nevertheless they have very great historical importance: they fill ‘the gap between the 
Old and New Testaments; they explain the rise of that condition of the Jewish people, their 
society and religion, in which we find it at the time of Christ and the Apostles; they contain 
much valuable and useful information. The books of the Maccabees make us acquainted 
with the heroic period of Jewish history; Ecclesiasticus is almost equal to the Proverbs for its 
treasures of practical wisdom; Tobit and Judith are among the earliest and most interesting 
specimens of religious fiction. The Apocrypha are first found in the Greek Version of the 
Old Testament (the Septuagint), from this they passed into the Latin Vulgate, and from 
this into all the older Protestant versions and editions, though sometimes in smaller type, or 
with the heading that, while they are useful and edifying reading, they must not be put on 
a par with the inspired books of the Bible. 

It has been deemed timely to issue, as a supplementary volume to Lange’s Bible-work 
(which is confined to the canonical books), a revised version of the Apocrypha, with critical 
and historical introductions and explanations. Homiletical hints would, of course, be super- 
fluous for Protestant ministers and students. 

This work has been intrusted to the Rev. Dr. Epwin Cone Bissetx, who is well known 
as the author of a work on “ The Historic Origin of the Bible’? (New York, 1873), and who 
has for several years devoted special attention to the Apocrypha, in Germany and in this 
country. Fritzsche’s Greek text (Libri Apocryphi Veteris Testamenti, Lipsiz, 1871) has been 
used as the basis, and carefully collated with the Vatican Codex (II.) in the new edition of 
Cozza, as well as with other important publications. 

The author desires to express his very deep sense of obligation to Dr. Eberhard Nestle, of 
the University of Tiibingen, and to Dr. Ezra Abbot, of Cambridge, Mass., for invaluable sug- 
gestions and corrections as the work was passing through the press. ; 

Biblical students will welcome this book as an important contribution to exegetical litera- 
ne not without profound gratitude to God, and to the many friends and patrons, that 
orial labor, I take leave of this voluminous Commentary, the 


d England has surpassed my most sanguine expectations. 


PHILIP SCHAFF. 


success of which in America an 


New Yor«, June 14, 1880. 





GENERAL INTRODUCTION. 


PART FIRST. 


REVIEW OF JEWISH HISTORY IN THE PERSIAN AND GRECIAN PERIODS. 


1. The Jews under Persian Rule. 


From the time of Cyrus and the reéstablishment of the Jews in Palestine to Alexander 
lies a period of two hundred years. Eventful years in Israelitish history they can * 
searcely be called when considered apart from the notable event that preceded nae: 
and shaped them. But in all that relates to the inner development of Judaism 
there is no period of greater importance. Up to this time the Jews had been simply a peo- 
ple existing under the shadow of other and more powerful peoples on their borders. They 
came back from the exile in Babylon to develop, and, as it were, become a religious system, 
a system so original, so universal and indestructible in its nature, that political revolutions and 
dynastic changes could have but little effect upon it. Political freedom had disappeared; but 
80, too, had idolatry and the traditional love for it. Tribal relations had fallen into confusion, 
but the controlling idea that underlay all Israelitish institutions was still safe. It was felt that 
Judaism was more than Judah, and the commonwealth than the nation. The conception of a 
world religion gradually took possession of the mind, and proselytism came to be included 
within the circle of the higher duties. Prophecy ceased; prayer, however, public and private, 
assumed on every hand a new importance. Beside the formal ceremonies of the temple sprang 
up the simpler and more spiritual worship of the synagogues. Inward conflicts, moreover, 
and outward oppression did for the Israel of this period what it did for the Israel of a later 
day, — fixed needed attention on the written ‘‘ oracles of God.’’ A new office arose, unknown 
before the captivity, and the scribe became the equal of the priest. Above all, repeated dis- 
appointments in outward material things on which the heart had too exclusively fastened re- 
vealed a deeper need, awakened a spiritual apprehension such as_no prophet’s appeal had 
been able todo. Faith was recognized as something more than bare belief. The veil was 
drawn from the unseen world, and Jacob’s vision became a reality in the experiences of men. 
But the false and the exaggerated were not always distinguished from the true. The wisest 
and best in Israel did not always avoid dangerous and wicked extremes. From this very 
period fanaticism has some of its worst examples, and the noble word ‘‘ hierarchy ” is stamped 
with its evil other sense. Still all had an evident purpose. Parallel instances are not want- 
ing in history where something simply strong has seemed to be the almost sole resultant of 
the mightiest moral forces, but it has later proved to be the welcome strength of the iron 
casket that carries a precious jewel safely within it. 

It is no longer in dispute that the Cyrus of profane history and of the Old Testament are 
identical.1 That Greek historians did not know of the intimacy of the relations NOR EF 
_ which sprang up between the great conqueror and the Israelitish people, or, know- the Jews to 

ing it, that they did not appreciate its real character, should not surprise us. And, Cyne 
on the other hand, admitting the reality of these relations, and estimating them at their full 
worth, it ought not to prevent us from acknowledging that Cyrus may also have had weighty 
political reasons for what he did. When, after the capture of Sardis, the Greek cities of 
Asia Minor unitedly made to him offers of allegiance, he refused the tender with one excep- 
tion. The submission of Miletus, the strongest and most influential of these cities, he ac- 
cepted; that of the others he preferred to enforce by the might and terror of his arms. The 


‘lL See Studien u. Krit., 1858, pp. 624-700. 
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policy clearly was to ‘‘ divide and conquer.” i And it ae also eae eed ae 
political motives were not wanting in his peculiarly friendly pea : hs : me 
know that, for many years, the conquest of Egypt had formed a part of his gigantic plans. 
Could he have acted more wisely than in binding to himself and his throne, through generous 
treatment, the land that lay between it and his own dominions ? Others choose to say that, 
in this act of apparent clemency, Cyrus was simply true to himself, since it was a principle 
with him not to carry the subjection of conquered provinces to the point of extinguishing 
their nationality. Hence, regarding the wholesale deportation of the J ews from Palestine 
by Nebuchadnezzar as a political mistake, he did his best to repair the injury: removed at 
once this foreign element from Babylon, and won thereby the lasting gratitude of the liber- 
ated people.® ; ‘ 

Be this as it may, it is clear that the simple fact of a generous deliverance and restoration 
to their homes was by no means the only event that served to awaken the thankfulness of the 
Jews, and nourish in them a warm attachment toward the Persian king. The same providen- 
tial blow that struck off their fetters had also given a fatal wound to that vast system of 
idolatry which, for two thousand years, had been incorporated with the highest forms of 
Semitic civilization, and been the mightiest antagonistic and corrupting influence of the world 
to prevent the spread of a pure religion. From Baal to Ormuzd was a real step in advance, 
and Cyrus was its immediate promoter. If he had no special sympathy with the details of 
the Jewish faith, still he was the champion and foremost representative of the great mono- 
theistic idea underlying and governing it. One has but to examine the picture that is given 
of him in Isaiah and Daniel to learn how fully this championship was realized, and how ten- 
derly it was cherished by his Jewish wards.4 

In his personal character, moreover, Cyrus was not without noble qualities. His immense 
ereiyee: power he generally wielded with discretion. He was not upset by the suddenness 
sonal char- of his elevation. Surrounded with all the splendors of an oriental court, he pre- 
artes served, to a good extent, his previous simplicity of mind and manners. He was 
mild and generous in his treatment of the conquered. His personal ambition never led him 
to forget or ignore the interests of his people, or the religion of his fathers. He enjoyed 
more than the admiration of his subjects, — their affection. It is a fact full of suggestion 
that they were wont to make his countenance the very type of perfect physical beauty.6 In 
his domestic relations he was a model of abstemiousness in a corrupt age. Along with ex- 
hausting military duties and a restless spirit of conquest, he knew how to value and encour- 
age the amenities of art. But suddenly, in the midst of vast, unexecuted plans which 
embraced a world-wide empire, he was wounded in battle, and died soon after, in the twenty- 
ninth year of his reign (8. c. 529). 

The elder of his two sons, Cambyses, succeeded him. Cyrus had also made arrange- 
ments in his will that the younger son, Smerdis, should have a subordinate share 
in the government. The good intention, however, was defeated through the jeal- 
ousy of Cambyses, who had the latter privately put to death. In fact, the deed was of so 
private a nature that it naturally furnished occasion, not long after, for the rise of a pseudo- 
Smerdis, who impersonated the murdered brother, and introduced serious complications into 
the affairs of the empire. In the mean time, Cambyses determined on carrying out the un- 
completed military conquests of his father. Four years were spent in maturing his plans 
and collecting the necessary forces for a descent upon Egypt. During this period self-inter- 
est, if there had been no other motive, would have led him to cherish the friendship of the 
late captive Israelites. 

The long-planned expedition, as far as simple subjugation was meditated, was in the end 
His expeai- Successful. But embittered by unlooked for resistance and revolt which had 
ne sesoeutt sprung up during his temporary absence, Cambyses laid aside his earlier concilia- 

Rene tory policy, and enforced submission by the harshest measures. Inasmuch as the 
priests had been the chief promoters of the new rebellion, he expended upon them and the 
national religion the utmost violence of his fury and contempt. Their god Apis he ruth- 
lessly stabbed, and publicly scourged its honored priests; forced his way into places held 
sacred, opened the receptacles of the dead, and gave to the flames the most revered and in- 


1 Rawlinson, Ancient Mon.., iii. 378. 2 Herod., i. 158. 


8 Fritzsche in Schenkel’s Bib. Lex., Art. “ Cyrus” 4 Ts, xliv. 28; xly. 18; xlvi. 1; xlviii. 14; Dan. yv. 28, 80; vi. 
5 See, for instance, his alleged conversation with Croesus, Herod., i. 87-90. ; 
6 Rawlinson, Ancient Mon., iii. 389. 
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violable treasures. It is not strange that Herodotus should see in such conduct the vagaries 
of an uneasy conscience developing into the frenzy of a madman. ‘So it seems certain to | 
me,’’ he says, ‘‘by a great variety of proof, that Cambyses was stark mad; otherwise, he | 


would not have gone about to pour contempt on holy rites and time-honored customs.” ! 
Whatever may have been the real ground of his action, it had, for the time being, the desired 
effect, namely, thoroughly to cow the Egyptian people, and leave to the conqueror the way 
open to return to his capital. A great surprise, however, was in store for him. Having 
already led his army a part of the distance homeward, being in Syria, a herald suddenly en- 
tered his camp, one day, unannounced, and proclaimed before the astonished soldiers and 
their leader that Cambyses was no longer king, Smerdis, his brother, having ascended the 
throne of Cyrus. Amazed, confused, and half in doubt, as it would seem, whether his agents 
had really done the horrid work intrusted to them, the king utterly lost courage, and, although 
at the head of a victorious army, and as the elder son of his renowned father able, no doubt, 
to count on the support of the masses of the Persian people, he took refuge in cowardly 
suicide (B. c. 522). The details of his death as given by Herodotus, who regarded it as a 
judgment upon him for his crimes in Egypt, are more than suspicious, and have little historic 
worth as compared with the record of the great Behistun inseription, which distinctly states 
that Cambyses killed himself because of the insurrection.? 

The conspirators at the capital must have looked upon the king’s death as an astounding 
omen of final success. Still, caution was needful. A thousand things must be 
thought of in order to prevent the suspicion from getting abroad that the Magus, eee 
Gomates, who impersonated him, was not actually the son of Cyrus. The greatest 
danger lay in the fact that the change of administration meditated involved a change in the 
national religion. The destruction of Zoroastrian temples, the general substitution of Magians 
in the place of the usual priest-caste, and other similar movements could not but attract at- 
tention, and might awaken a too powerful opposition if entered upon before the new king 
was fairly seated on his throne. Undue haste and bigotry seem, in fact, to have got the bet- 
ter of discretion. Whispered rumors of the great fraud that had been committed began to 
circulate among the Persian noblemen. ‘The first uneasiness, which the pretender tried in 
vain to repress, grew, at last, to a counter conspiracy. A company of leading Persians, with 
Darius, the son of Hystaspes, at their head, forced their way into the presence of the false 
Smerdis, and put him to death, along with a number of his retainers, after a reign of only 
seven months. And now, religious fanaticism, combined with national pride, led the fully 
aroused Persians to take bloody vengeance on the Magian priests and their adherents who 
had betrayed them. 

One event that happened in a distant province serves to clothe this short reign of the pseudo- 
Smerdis with a peculiar interest. The reaction in religion at Susa and Ecbatana was felt no 
less seriousiy at Jerusalem. The work on the temple, begun under Cyrus, had not been inter- 
rupted by Cambyses, notwithstanding the embittered efforts of the Samaritans in that direc- 
tion. With the idol-loving Magian, however, the enemies of the Jews were immediately suc- 
cessful. The holy work ceased by his order, not again to be resumed till news had been 
received of the accession of Darius. A clearer proof could scarcely be asked that the friend- 
liness of the Persian kings for the Israelitish people was prompted, at least in some degree, 
by a deeper and nobler motive than that of simple policy. 

Darius Hystaspis was one of Persia’s greatest rulers, second only to Cyrus, and even his 
superior as an organizer and administrator. His reign extended over a period of aes 
thirty-six years, and is marked by events that, without the coloring of a partial his- Yystaspis, 
torian, are full of interest even when read amidst the absorbing concerns of the 


present day. The revolts that early broke out in various parts of his dominions he suppressed 


with a hand at once so firm and wise that it left him, later, the needed repose for his wide- 
reaching plans of administration. To him is due the honor of being the first to introduce a 
really stable form of government among the heterogeneous elements of power and weakness 
that had hitherto ruled in the empires of the East. He greatly improved the prevailing mili- 
tary system, and took wise precautions that the immense resources of his kingdom should not 
be needlessly wasted. If he did not originate and introduce among the Persians a metallic 
currency, its more general use certainly dates from him; and his gold and silver darics carried 


1 iii. 38. 3 2 See Rawlinson’s Herod., ii. 591 ff. 
8 Cf. Ez. v. 2; Hag. i. 14. 
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the name of Darius far beyond the bounds of his age and empire. He was before the ae 
in appreciating the importance of safe and easy communication from place to place. His 
couriers found the streams already bridged for them and sped from station to station, like 
birds in their flight. “Nothing mortal,”’ says Herodotus, ‘‘ travels so fast as these Persian 
messengers. . . . The first rider delivers his despatch to the second, and the second passes 
it to the third ; and so it is borne from hand to hand along the whole line, like the light in 
the torch race, which the Greeks celebrate to Vulcan.” ? Indeed, Darius Hystaspis was 80 
great and wise a ruler, as the times then were, that it has served to obscure the genius which 
he also possessed as a military leader. He had not finished his preparations for suppressing 
afresh revolt that had broken out in Egypt, where the wild severity of Cambyses still rankled, 
when death overtook him, in the sixty-third year of his.age (B. c. 486). 

The kingdom descended, by his own appointment, to Xerxes, the eldest of his sons. It 
would be interesting to dwell upon the latter’s history, embracing as it does some 
of the most magnificent, if mistaken and unsuccessful, enterprises which the world 
has ever known, and which have made the names of Thermopyle, Salamis, and Plateea cele- 
brated for more than twenty subsequent centuries. Especially would it be interesting be- 
cause of his connection with the fascinating story of Queen Esther, the palace at “ Shushan,” 
and the averted destruction of the Jewish people. But for the purposes of the present work it 
would be an unjustifiable diversion. Notwithstanding all his magnificence, Xerxes ranked, 
both in character and achievements, far below his predecessor, with him beginning, indeed, 
the fatal deterioration and decline that made the Persian kingdom, less than a century and ~ 
a half later, a comparatively easy conquest for the disciplined troops of Alexander. 

Xerxes was succeeded by Artaxerxes, with the surname Longimanus (B. c. 465), and the 
ero ae, fatter: by: Xerxes II. (8. c. 425), who reigned but five and forty days, when he was 
and his sue- put to death by his half-brother, Sogdianus. Sogdianus himself, also, in less than 
Cee ore- seven months afterwards, lost his life at the hands of a brother, who followed him 
on the Persian throne under the title of Darius Nothus (B. c. 424). His sovereignty con- 
tinued for nineteen years, but was little else than one uninterrupted scene of debauchery and 
crime at court, and of revolt and bloody strife in the provinces. Arsaces, a son, under the 
name of Artaxerxes II. (Mnemon), was the next in succession. But the ceremonies of his cor- 
onation were not yet over when he was called to confront a danger of a serious character at 
the hands of his brother, generally known as the younger Cyrus. Instigated by his mother, 
the latter sought to win the crown for himself by the murder of Artaxerxes. Foiled, for the 
time being, in his wicked purpose, it was none the less secretly cherished, and his subsequent 
rebellion while satrap in Asia Minor was made memorable by the famous battle of Cunaxa, in 
which he lost his life, and the still more famous victory and heroic retreat of the ten thousand 
Greek soldiers who had been his auxiliaries. The success of this retreat was no doubt largely 
due to the superior bravery and discipline of the Greeks. But it was also due to the inher- 
ent weakness and advanced decay of the Persian empire. It already tottered to its fall. 

Under this reign and that of the following king, Artaxerxes III. (Ochus, B. c. 359), the re- 
ligious apostasy and deterioration of the Persians, which had already long since 
begun, made the most rapid progress. A vicious eclecticism that saw no danger 
in mingling Magian rites with the relatively pure tenets of Zoroaster ended by 
accepting Venus as a national deity, and lascivious orgies in place of the exercises of religion. 
As might have been expected, the Persians were not the only sufferers by the change. The 
bond of sympathy that had united to them in all their varying fortunes, until now, as obedi- 
ent and faithful allies, the nation of the Jews, was violently rent asunder. By the tolerant 
Cyrus or Darius, not much difference could be observed between Jehovah and Ormuzd. But 
with a Mnemon or Ochus on the throne, and images of Anaitis by royal authority set up for 
worship at Susa and Persepolis, at Babylon and Damascus, and, as we may well suppose, at 
Jerusalem also, the circumstances were changed indeed. Sympathy and protection gave 
place to repugnance and persecution. If we may accept the account of Josephus, who quotes 
Hecateus,® this much-oppressed people were obliged at the present time to suffer another 
cruel deportation. Moreover, a creature of Artaxerxes III., one Bagoas (Bagoses), who after- 
wards poisoned his master, taking the rejection of a certain candidate for the high priest’s 


Xerxes. 


Artaxerxes 
iit. 


1 See Xen., Cyrop., viii. 7. 18; and Duneker, iv. 687. 
8 Contra Apion, i. 22; cf. Graetz, 
ers. See Hitzig, Geschichte, i. 807. 


iv 2 Rawlinson’s Herod., iv. 835. 
Geschichte, ii. (2) 209, note. The same fact is also mentioned by other ancient writ: 
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a 
office, whose election he had favored, as a personal affront, laid the most oppressive burdens 
on the temple service, and even forced his way into the Holy of Holies, as if, thereby, to give 
a greater emphasis to his contempt. Sad omens these for a future that had in store a Hel- 
iodorus and an Antiochus Epiphanes ! 

Arses, the last Persian king but one, was a son of Bagoas, and ascended the throne B. ¢. 
338. Refusing to be the tool of his father, the latter, who had hitherto hesitated Corea 
at no crime lying in the path of his ambition, ruthlessly murdered him, together the over- 
with his infant children. His successor was Codomannus, or Darius III. (sn. c. pena ~ 
336), the beginning of whose reign nearly synchronizes with that of Alexander E™pire. 
of Macedon. And now followed, within the space of three short years, the bold invasion 
of Asia Minor by the Macedonian, and, in quick succession, the renowned and decisive 
battles of the Granicus, of Issus, and of Arbela, where the fate of the great Persian mon- 
archy was effectually sealed. It had fully accomplished its purpose in the providence of 
God. Its yoke had indeed been heavy on the necks of many peoples. But it had also served 
some of the nobler ends of civilization and human progress; and, in the case of Israel, had 
helped to tide it over certain dangerous reefs and shallows in its progress towards the devel- 
opment of a world religion. Such development, though slow, could not wholly cease, or be 
long checked. Hence the new factors that at this point enter into human history, and 
especially into the history of the covenant people. What had called for a Cyrus two hun- 
dred years before now called no less loudly for an Alexander. Judaism had had its period 
of incubation; what it now needed was wings and liberty. Parseeism had been helpful as a 
protector, and to some degree, also, as it would seem, in the way of moral stimulus and sug- 
gestion. The Greek language and philosophy were to prove a still greater resource and aux- 
iliary, and, though in ways they would never have chosen, and through the most painful as 
well as humiliating experiences in political and social life, the consecrated nation advanced 
towards its providential goal. 

It remains to us, in the present section, to treat more in detail what has been already given 
above in outline, —the internal history of Judaism ; to show what it gained during 
the present period, and how far it felt the influence, and subsequently carried the amas 
impression, of the religious ideas of its Persian rulers. Naturally, the first thing favorites: 
that by its prominence and its bearings on the future suggests itself is the schism 
of the Samaritans, if so it may be called. It is a disputed point to what extent the kingdom 
of Israel, whose capital was Samaria, had been depopulated of its inhabitants in consequence 
of the great Assyrian invasions (2 Kings xvii. 6; xviii. 11). The later criticism, however, 
supported by the inscriptions of the monuments, assumes a far less thorough deportation of 
Israelites than has generally been supposed.1_ From the testimony of the monuments, more- 
over, it is clear that the number and variety of foreign colonists that at this period were 
introduced into Palestine has been generally under-estimated.? Certain it is that among 
these colonists, who naturally brought with them the sensuous idol-worship of their own 
lands, the worship of Jehovah was also adopted, and the rights and privileges appertaining 
to it boldly claimed. The repugnance which the native Jews, particularly in Judea, could 
not but feel towards this mongrel religion, seems, previous to the Exile, to have come to no 
violent outbreaks. It may have been looked upon as simply a widening of the political 
breach that had long existed between Judah and Ephraim. There were also evident pru- 
dential reasons why at least the externals of peace should be maintained with the distaste- 
ful neighbors. After the return from the captivity, however, where new lessons concerning 
the sin and folly of serving idols had been learned, especially after the accession of the mono- 
theistic Cyrus and his immediate successors to power, and the sweeping reforms inaugurated 
by Ezra and Nehemiah, it was not to be expected that the deep-seated aversion would fail 
to give itself emphatic expression. The occasion was the request of the Samaritans to be 
permitted to participate in the rebuilding of the walls and temple of Jerusalem. Sanballat, 
their ‘‘ Horonite ’’ leader, had made an alliance by marriage with the high priest’s family, 
and it seems to have been expected on their part that now, by mutual participation in the 
sacred work of restoring the walls of Zion, the reconciliation would be complete. So much 
the greater, therefore, was their disappointment, and the more intense their hatred, when 
every offer of aid was, with ill-concealed disgust, rejected, and, in addition, the apostate son- 
in-law of Sanballat was banished from Judea. 


1 See Schrader in Schenkel’s Bib. Lex., under “ Samarien.” 2 Schrader, idem, and Die Keilinschriften, p. 162. 
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The separation was final and decisive. Nothing remained for the Samaritans but to make 
the best of their defeat. They also had descendants of the priestly Aaronic 
ae Prac family among them. That the same had been driven rer he: mee on ai 
count of wicked practices was in their eyes no discredit. ey too had sor 
claim to the name of Israelites, and where it failed were at no loss to supply its place with 
the most baseless and egregious assumptions. Why should they not, then, have a temple 
and service of their own, and win, as far as possible, the repute of being the only true 
successors of Abraham? The central and fertile Mount Gerizim, where under Joshua the 
blessings had been spoken, might at least hope to rival and share, if not eclipse, the glories 
of Mount Moriah and of Jerusalem. And thus the bold undertaking, in itself proof that along 
with Assyrian cunning and duplicity there was associated also not a little Israelitish persist- 
ence, was entered upon. The temple was built on Gerizim. The Pentateuch was forced fa 
give its support to the new Zion. And to this day “ the foolish people that dwell in Sichem 
as the Son of Sirach (1. 26) calls them, though insignificant in numbers, have continued to 
maintain a separate existence. In all these centuries, moreover, they have lost none of their 
capacity for groundless assertions, or their superstitious reverence for Gerizim. Heaven, as 
they claim, lies directly over or near this spot. Here Adam built his first altar, and was him- 
self made from its sacred earth. Here the ark rested after the flood, for it is the real Ararat 
of the Bible, and the exact place is shown where Noah disembarked and offered thankful 
sacrifices. Here, too, Abraham brought his son Isaac asa burnt-offering to the Lord, and here 
as well, strange to say, the patriarch Jacob on his way to Padan-Aram found his Bethel and 
dreamed sweet dreams of heaven. 

It was inevitable that the whole movement would react powerfully upon the little Jewish 
community, and, as might have been expected in the end, with good results. 
The temple on Gerizim and its spurious service was, in the first place, a perpetual 
menace. The Samaritans, moreover, lost no occasion, fitting or unfitting, for show- 
ing their hostility. By means of flaming torches, for instance, simultaneously waved from 
mountain-top to mountain-top, the Israelites had been wont, since the Exile, to announce 
to their brethren still in Assyria the exact time for holding the sacred yearly festivals. ‘The 
adherents of Sanballat and the banished Manasseh set a similar line of beacons blazing, but 
at the wrong time, in order to confuse and mislead. In one way and another, to escape 
punishment or with hope of reward, not a few native Jews from Judea cast in their lot with 
them. The Persian officials were probably indifferent, if not acquiescent. Insolence and as- 
sumption grew with apparent success. All reserve was finally laid aside. The covenant peo- 
ple were fairly challenged to show what right they had to exist, and to bear the revered, his- 
toric name. Nat only as over against heathenism, therefore, but especially in sharp distinc- 
tion from those who falsely professed to worship the same God and to be governed by the 
same Mosaic institutions, they were called upon to determine and declare what it was that 
really characterized them as a people. From this point, as we have already intimated, al- 
though the name itself does not appear until a later period,? properly dates the origin of 
Judaism. In its struggles with what was false and baneful it came to the first real knowl- 
edge of itself. 

The Law, for instance, had been caricatured and perverted. What, then, was the Law, 
The Serip- and what were its demands ? Were there not other sacred books in addition to 
Gaon those given to Moses which were entitled to holy regard? It had been denied 

by them of Gerizim, and hence from such a quarter that the denial itself was al- 
most equal to a proof of the fact. And so investigation arose. The Scriptures were studied 
as they had never been before. The different parts were classified as Law, Prophets, and 
Hagiographa.* New copies were assiduously made. The goodly custom of public readings, 
introduced by Ezra, was perpetuated. The Sabbaths and festivals were given a new sacred- 
ness and even market days were ennobled by reverent communion with Noses and the proph- 
ets. The Torah was divided into sections so that in the public readings the whole of it could 
be gone over either in a single year or in three years, as the case might be. The old Hebrew 
character, which had become antiquated and was understood only by a few, was exchanged 

4 F ; = ; : ; 
marine, vols ix and all ef Batnrv aie BA oth eee eee 
scrits ; Juynboll, ‘* Comment. de Versione Arabico-Samaritana,” in vot ii. of the Orientalia, edited by Juynboll, Boone, 


and Weijers; and Gesenius, De Pentateuchi Samaritani origine, i i 
1 8, ane origine, indole et auctoritate. 
2 See 2 Mace. ii. 21; viii. 1, : 
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION. 9 





for an alphabet with which the Israelites had become familiar during their sojourn on the 
banks of the Tigrisand Euphrates. For convenience in reading, also, vowel points were intro- 
duced. In short, for the people of Israel, the seals were taken from the holy books. Not so 
with the Samaritans. They were governed by another principle. They chose to retain their 
Bible, that is, the Pentateuch, in its ancient form. They left it with all its seals upon it, 
where to this day they still remain. They may be regarded indeed, as the first champions of 
the doctrine, not yet extinct, that the Bible was not intended for general circulation. 
Another great and far-reaching change of this period was the introduction of synagogues. 
To the idea of worshiping elsewhere than in the temple the people had become 
somewhat accustomed during the exile. And when, after their return, Ezra’ set pce 
the example of a similar service under the very shadow of the temple, it was read- 
ily taken up and carried, little by little, into every part of the land. There were, however, 
other reasons which contributed to this result. The second temple was itself a disappoint- 
ment. It could never quite take the place, in the affections of the people, of that which had 
been destroyed. It was destitute of some of its chief attractions. This made it easier to be 
reconciled to the simple forms of the synagogue, and to grasp, in some measure, the sublime 
thought, which for its full development, however, required other centuries of bitter experience, 
that God is a spirit and that they who worship Him should worship Him in spirit and in truth. 
We cannot help feeling, moreover, that the existence of the temple on Gerizim also had some- 
thing to do with the popularity of synagogues. To Sanballat and his coadjutors the temple 
was the principal thing in Judaism. To build its counterpart, therefore, or its superior at 
another point; to introduce into it a more imposing liturgy; to claim for it, equally with any 
other, the sanctions of the ancient legislation; and to hallow it with the memories and tradi- 
tions of Israel which were also theirs, — this, they thought, would be a fatal blow at the 
heart of Jewish exclusiveness. And a noble answer it was which was returned to them: 
God is greater than the temple. To understand the Law and to do it — for this was really 
the teaching of the new system —is more than all burnt offering. Obedience is better than 
sacrifice, the offering up of the heart to God than a multitude of costly gifts in his house. 
The temple was not ignored. Synagogues, in their outward form, were constructed with 
due reference to it. Their simple services were made, as far as possible, a re- 
flex of its revered ritual. But the false notion that worship was a matter of 
priestly functions and of brilliant shrines was greatly weakened. A new system was intro- 
duced more in harmony with the real, inner nature of Judaism, and one which afterwards, 
Christianity, represented by Christ and his Apostles, found not to be ill adapted to serve as 
one of the most powerful means for its propagation. From the New Testament, in fact, we 
may easily learn almost the entire order of proceeding in the worship of the synagogues. The 
service began with prayer, which, indeed, like the sacrifices in the temple, formed its prin- 
cipal feature. The leader wag not a priest, but one of the elders of the little communion. 
The language used was that of the people. Following the prayers, which differed in num- 
ber and length according to the occasion, came invariably the reading of a portion from the 
Pentateuch in the original, and generally, also, from the Prophets. The reader was selected 
by the person officiating from among those present. A translator stood by his side and ren- 
dered the sacred oracles, verse by verse, into the vernacular. Explanatory remarks and ex- 
hortations, moreover, were not excluded.!_ The blessing of the minister and the loud respon- 
sive amen of the assembled worshipers marked the close of the impressive service.2 What 
could have been better calculated to give to the masses of the Jewish people a knowledge of 
the Scriptures, or unite them in reverence and love for their religion? ‘* Our houses of 
prayer in the various cities,’’ says Philo, ‘‘ are nothing else than schools of prudence, cour- 
_age, temperance, and righteousness, in short, of every virtue which is recognized or enjoined 
by God or man.”? It was through the synagogues, also, that the poor of the community were 
relieved and other friendly services rendered, a special office being instituted for the purpose. 
Here, too, the minor differences and offenses of the people were considered and adjudicated. 
The synagogue represents, in fact, politically the democratic side of Judaism. On one side, 
it was a pronounced hierarchy. Here, on the contrary, all interests and classes were repre- 
sented and could make their influence felt. And if, through its more hearty, spiritual wor- 
ship it served as a healthful check on the formalizing influences of the temple, the synagogue 


Its services. 


1 Cf. Luke iv. 16-20. oe 
2 See Zunz, Die Ritus des synagogalen Gottesdienstes, passim. 8 De Vita Mosis, ii. 168. 
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a providential restraint as over against an ever 


aps, and in ano less degree, ; ; 
oe cacti , and partisanship. How much 


powerful drift towards centralization, aristocratic assumption, 


such a restraint was needed will soon appear. ae Piha ‘ F 
Among the other agencies at work to mold the Jewish life and institutions of this period 
fo] to} 


the so-called Great Synagogue cannot be overlooked. Its origin, the date of its 
The Great ise and of the cessation of its activities, what and how many members composed 
gees it, or what special ends it served, cannot be ascertained with any decree of cer- 
tainty.1 It i: clear, however, that such a body of men existed, and that if it does not a 
from the period of Ezra it must have occupied itself in general with the work begun by m. 
It is not to be confounded with the Sanhedrin, which originated in the following period and 
had to a considerable extent other aims.? It is further, not to be identified simply with the 
synagogue at Jerusalem, although the latter may have furnished many of its members and 
have exercised a controlling influence over it.? It is not credible, moreover, that its activity 
extended merely over a period of half a dozen years, and that its object was simply to admin- 
ister public affairs during an interim, while the high priest’s office was without an incumbent 
(B. c. 848-342).4 This could never account for the form or the strength of the tradition 
that relates to it, much less for the actual impression which it has left upon the institutions of 
the present period. The oldest and most trustworthy notice of the Great Assembly which 
has been found occurs in a fragment of the Mishna. It is as follows: ‘+ Moses received the 
Law from Sinai; he transmitted it to Joshua, Joshua to the elders, the elders to the prophets; 
the prophets to the men of the Great Assembly, who uttered three words [laid down three 
rules]: ‘Be circumspect in judging, make many disciples, make a hedge about the law.’ ”’ 
It goes on to say: “¢ Simon the Just was one of the survivors of the Great Assembly.” 5 The 
oldest extant fragments of the Mishna, of which the above forms a part, cannot have origi- 
nated earlier than in the first century before Christ, though naturally, like the extant manu- 
scripts of the New Testament, they may be accepted as a witness for a much earlier period. 
That now something historical and actual really lies at the basis of this tradition there is 
Tie eo DO just reason for doubting and it is, indeed, not improbable that the eighty-five 
tion and du- priests, who, according to the book of Nehemiah (xi. ff.), as representatives of the 
se people, bound themselves by oath to the observance of the law, may have been 
the first members of the Great Assembly. On the other hand, the three precepts which are 
ascribed to it cannot have originated with Ezra or his contemporaries. hey bear the stamp 
of a later day. They indicate a state of things which might well have followed a century 
after the Samaritan schism, seem indeed, to speak out of the hard experiences of the later 
Persian period. Simon the Just (i. e., as we hold, Simon I., B. c. 310-291), who is said to 
have been one of the latest survivors of this body, expressed himself in quite a similar way. 
‘¢ The world,”’ he said, ‘‘ rests upon three things : on the law, on worship, and on the re- 
ward of benevolent deeds.’?? Hence, it is likely that what began as a simple company vol- 
untarily pledging themselves to keep the law, became, under the stress of circumstances, a 
well-defined and powerful organization whose sphere of duties varied with the demand made 
upon it. The products of its activity, in general, have been already noticed. They were 
such as the gathering and sifting’of the sacred books, so far as they had been rescued from 
the great catastrophe of the Exile; their threefold division ; the introduction of a new alpha- 
bet, as well as of vowel signs and accents; the separation of the Pentateuch into sections; the 
establishment of an order of worship for the synagogues; the adoption of various liturgical 
forms, particularly the eighteen so-called benedictions; 8 and altogether an effort, not always 
put forth with the highest wisdom or with freedom from exaggeration and prejudice, to carry 
out the injunction of their great legislator: ‘‘ Ye shall not add unto the word which I com- 
mand you, neither shall ye diminish aught from it.’?® What came, in fact, to be under- 
stood by ‘¢a hedge about the law’? may be still seen in the lumbered pages of the Mishna 
and Gemara. A so-called oral law, for which the claim was made that it was handed down 


1 Cf., for example, Heidenheim’s unsuccessful attempt to construct an ac ject i 

: 1 ceptable theory of the subject in Stud. u, 
Krit., 1858, p. 98, ff., and Bertheau, Die Biicher Esra, Neh., ete., p. 101. : ; 

2 Contra, Graetz, ii. (2), 178, and others. 
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from Moses himself, assumed an ever increasing, and in the end, fatal importance. And 
even modern Judaism is far enough from divesting itself of the spirit that was rebuked in the 
words ss the Master: “ For laying aside the commandments of God ye hold the tradition of 
men.”’ 

The second precept of the Great Assembly, moreover, was practically attended to. Schools 
for the study of the sacred books were established. The teachers went under the Othe insti 
high-sounding title of ‘‘ the wise ’’ or the Sopherim; their pupils were known as tutions ot 
“the disciples of the wise.” ? In subsequent times, so extraordinary became their '® 0d. - 
authority that it was held for even a greater crime to dispute the word of the scribes than 
to call in question the Torah itself.8 Stricter rules for the observance of the Sabbath and 
other festival days were also introduced at this period; the year, which hitherto had begun 
with Nisan, was made to begin with Tisri; the institution of slavery for native born Israel- 
ites was abolished; the provisions for the observance of the Sabbatic year rigorously carried 
out; regulations relating to things clean and unclean greatly extended ; alms-giving rose to 
the dignity of a system, and the virtue that ‘‘ sheweth mercy and lendeth”’ became the lead- 
ing idea of righteousness. 

It is a question vf no small importance how far the institutions of the Israelitish people 
during this formative period were modified by contact with the religious ideas and 
practices of their Persian rulers. To us now, the matter is one of special interest oe eee" 
simply in so far as it relates to the Old Testament apocryphal writings. They panies 
clearly contain new developments of doctrine that are of the utmost consequence, 
and which cannot be accounted for, solely, on the theory that they have their root in the 
teachings of the older canonical Scriptures. And that the development of pure Judaism it- 
self, by a kind of forcing process, should have been quickened, and to some extent modified 
in consequence of its intimate relations with Parseeism, seems to us in no way inconsistent 
with any right view of Jewish history, or of the divine plan of salvation. The book of 
Esther, in fact, and the feast of Purim, which has been aptly called the ‘‘ Passover of the 
Dispersion,” are themselves a standing protest against the assumption of many critics that 
such an influence could not have been felt. There remained in Persia, after the Exile, no 
small number of Jewish colonists who were agents, as well as recipients in the history of this 
period. The relation of the Jews to at least one of the Persian governors were of the most 
friendly and intimate character.* The decrees and letters of the Persian kings found a place 
on the pages of the Bible, and it is not strange that he whose spirit the Lord “ stirred up”? 5 
should become himself in turn the means of setting in operation moral forces which were 
still active and powerful, after the kingdom which he had founded had long since passed 
away. 

The comparative elevation and purity of the original religious belief of the Persians is well 
known. Its creed was simple and highly spiritual. If its monotheism was second SR heh 
to that of the Jews, as we must admit, still it was only second, and approximated the Persian 
it in many respects. Its hatred of idol-worship was most pronounced. And faiths ; 
among no other people of antiquity was such an antithesis recognized, imperfect though it 
still was, between the evil and the good. It was no longer a crude and sensuous idola- 
try with which the Israelites had to do. The old Persian spirit that lived again in the re- 
vered Cyrus and his immediate successors was almost fiercely iconoclastic.?| The Persian 
worship, in its prayers and thanksgivings to Ormuzd, the recitation of hymns and the offering 
of sacrifices, had nothing that could specially produce aversion in the Israelitish mind. They 
greeted the break of day with adoration, prayed over their food, at the lighting of the lamps, 
on mountain tops, at the sight of water, or of any extraordinary appearance. Was it a mere 
- eoincidence that such customs were introduced, also, among the Jews of later times? The 
priesthood and temple had with them, in general, a far less important role than in other 
religions. Had this fact nothing to do with the surprising ease with which the Israelites 


1 Mark vii. 8; cf. Geiger, Judaism and its Hist., i. 184 f. 2 Graetz, ii. (2), 182. 
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Tiele, De Godsdienst van Zarathrustra ; Spiess, 250-272. 

7) Cf. Herod.,i. 131, and Rawlinson, Anevent Mon., iii. 856. 
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after the Captivity adapted themselves to the simple ceremonies of the village synagogue? ? 
The Persians, influenced by their dualistic creed, were most rigorous 1n- making one 
between things clean and unclean. So were the Jews, although for a different reason. But 
it is worthy of notice that the latter, during the present period, adopted a strictness and par- 
ticularity in this respect that were a gross exaggeration of the Levitical precepts. At is a 
wholly new interpretation of the Mosaic law concerning ceremonial purity and impurity that 
we meet with in the books of Tobit, Judith, and the Maccabees, and especially in the Phari- 
saism of the New Testament. We can have no doubt that while influenced by the political 
history of the period, more especially by the sufferings experienced at the hands of foreign 
powers in their efforts to force a false religion upon them, the Jewish nation was also not a 
little affected by the doctrines of Parseeism. According to its creed the fearful influence of 
Ahriman was everywhere in operation, and the life of man became a continual struggle by 
means of the most burdensome outward purifications to rid himself of his fatal defilements. 
Even the hair and nails of the human body were regarded as unclean and spiritually polluting. 
‘* What,”’ asked Zoroaster of Ormuzd, “is the greatest of mortal sins?” ‘* When they who 
are endowed with bodies ’’ was the answer, ‘‘ cut their hair and pare their nails, there assem- 
ble on the contaminated spot the devils (devas) together.’’ ? { 

The angelology and demonology of the apocryphal books, as is shown in connection with 

the Commentary below, is most strikingly and demonstratively Persian in its 
Zenets of, stamp: so the evil Asmodeus of the Book of Tobit with his home in the desert 
faith (con- wastes of Egypt, and, no less, the good Raphael and his five associates. An old 
ae Jewish tradition declares: ‘‘ The names of the angels emigrated with the Jews 
into their mother country.’ 8 Prayers to the spirits of supposed saints were allowed by the 
Persian religion. One such petition began .as follows: ‘‘ I call to thee, I praise the mighty 
souls (fervers) of holy men, the souls of the men of the old statutes, the souls of the new 
men, my relatives, my own guardian spirit.’’4 So, too, prayers were offered for the dead, by 
which means, it was thought, they were greatly aided in their difficult passage to everlasting 
blessedness. D6llinger,® referring to the Vendidad (xii. 9 ff., Spiegel, p. 183), says: ‘‘ For 
departed relatives continual prayers were offered up and for sinners twice as many as for 
the pure. These prayers won for the soul—as was supposed —the protection of the heay- 
enly spirits, particularly of Serosh against Ahriman.’’ On certain days of the year the 
souls of the dead were thought to revisit the earth, and at such times two forms of petition 
were repeated for them and by each person twelve hundred times. Especially at these periods 
was the hope strong of being able through prayers and good deeds to release them from the 
retributive pains of the lower world. With this fact in view, we are the less surprised at 
the appearance of the same strange and unbiblical custom in the apocryphal books.6 The 
belief in a future judgment was also one of the tenets of Zoroastrianism. Three days after 
death, it was held, all human souls, both those of the good and of the evil, went their ap- 
pointed way to the so-called ‘‘ bridge of the gatherers.’ It was a narrow path that con- 
ducted to the regions of light. An abyss of darkness yawned beneath it. Here their exam- 
ination by Ormuzd took place and their destiny was decided. : 

The Zend religion was far removed from encouraging asceticism. It was more a religion of 
Other traits 2Ction than of reflection. It impelled its followers to a continual struggle with the 
She powers of death and decay. The first commandment of the Avesta enjoined that 

the fields should be cultivated, trees planted, and food provided for human wants. 
‘* With the fruits of the field grows the rule of Ormuzd, and with them it spreads itself 
by thousands and other thousands abroad. The earth is happy when a man builds his house 
upon it, when his herds increase, when surrounded by wife and children he lets the orass, 
the corn, and fruit trees in abundance spring up about him.’’? There is something noble and 
inspiring in such a spirit. We may well recognize its influence in the mighty enterprises of a 
Cyrus and a Darius, and see how it was possible for the Persian empire with so apparently 
feeble a basis, to maintain its existence for two hundred years. On the Jews, with whom also 
the interests of agriculture were so closely connected with those of government and religion, 
such an example must have acted with powerful effect. _ But it is not by any means to be in- 
ferred from what has gone before, that they discovered only what was inviting, or even worthy 


of respect, in the customs and habits of their Persian neighbors. Parseeism had also its repug- 
1 Of. Graetz, p. 419, and Kuenen, iii, 85, 2 Vendidad cited by Graetz, p. 198, 
8 Geiger, Lectures, i. 128. 4 The Yagna, cited by Pressensé, p. 80. 
5 Judenthum, etc., p. 874. 6 See 2 Mace. xii. 43-45. 7 Vendidad, iii. 1, 20, 85, 86. 
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nant side. Its fundamental principle of dualism indeed, could find no place in a system where 
Jehovah was God.t_ As compared with the licentious rites of the Phenicians, the sensuous 
worship of the Babylonians, or even the more ideal and spiritual cultus of the Keyptians, 
there had been real progress. But here, still, there was no sufficient distinction between the 
material and the moral. And especially in the later deterioration of the Persian faith under 
an Artaxerxes Mnemon and an Ochus, all bonds of religious sympathy and affinity must have 
been wholly rent asunder. In short, Parseeism acted upon essential Judaism, in the main, only 
in the way of suggestion and stimulus. The great basal truths that characterize the latter 
are its own independent possession, and indigenous to it. It is principally inthe by-ways of 
Jewish thought and national life that we are able to trace most clearly the impression of 
other and alien systems of belief. 

And now another and still more important stage in the life of the covenant people is to pass 
under reviéw. Up to this time, they had had to do only with the races and lands 
of the East. Religious differences, diverse national traditions and aims, and the 
steep passes of Lebanon had not so far secluded them that they had not been 
called upon to bear their fearful part in the tragic history that had unrolled itself along the 
banks of the Tigris and Euphrates. The waters of the Mediterranean would avail just as 
little now to shut them out from the still mightier and more penetrating influences of the 
advancing West. The victories of Alexander were in fact victories of the Occident over 
the Orient, of Europe over Asia. Whatever of truth may be contained in the narrative of 
the solemn meeting between the Jewish high-priest, arrayed in his sacred vestments, and the 
Macedonian conqueror, it may at least be taken as strikingly typical of a wholly new order of 
events. Henceforth, Judaism faced in another direction, confronted a civilization whose: 
power it would feel to its very centre. It had unlearned among its Assyrian neighbors only 
the outward form of its mother tongue. But the new forces that now begin to operate are- 
at once so winning and so intense, that it soon forgets the very mother tongue itself, and 
institutions and customs that had been gaining,streneth through two centuries of comparative: 
rest, are tested by conflicts such as hitherto the world had never known. 


The follow- 
ing period. 


2. The Grecian Period. 


Judaism had now had sufficient time, since the Exile, to collect itself and gather strength 
to meet the whirlwind of political change that was again approaching. Still ope new 
more, it had brought to a certain degree of ripeness those deep-lying ethical prin- pls in 

. p P ars 3 f e history. 

ciples which were to become the germs of a universal religion. But if there is 

any lesson that human history teaches more than another, it is that development, social and: 
moral as well as physical, is never in straight lines. It is the result of forces that to a 
greater or less degree are antagonistic. Hence the spiral is its aptest representative. The 
political necessity that brought the Indo-Germanic races into living contact with the Semitic: 
was but the sign of a higher moral necessity. What represented widely different tendencies, 
what had been wrought out in widely different spheres, was now to meet, to interpenetrate, 
and by a subtile interaction produce results that neither in itself would have been capable of 
achieving. Where, indeed, could have been found a greater contrast than between the ordi- 
nary currents of thought, the social planey the manner of life, of the Hebrew and the Greek ? 
What could have been more unlike the deep religious spirit of the one than the pervasive 
worldly spirit of the other? So, too, the Semitic mind was serious, slow to act, eminently 
conservative; held tenaciously to the past; was deeply reverent, almost fatalistic, indeed, in 
its regard for that which was. The Greek, on the other hand, was proverbially quick in 
thought and movement, sprightly, idealistic, admitting perfection in nothing, striving always. 
for the new, bold even to recklessness, and ready to confront, sword in hand, the gods them- 
selves in defense of an ideal right. Especially was the radical dissimilarity of the two peo- 
ples stamped on the languages they used. The one was simple and picturesque ; the other, 
cultivated and refined to the highest degree of art. ‘* The Semitic tongue was the symbol, 
the Greek the vesture, of the spirit.” 2 Now, from the conjunction of two such gigantic 
moral forces great results, under the present circumstances, were justly to be expected, par- 
ticularly in the direction of developing a religion for man which, like man himself, must be 
cosmopolitan, above the question of climates, able to adapt itself to the popular life every- 
where, and show its harmony with all the higher and purer forms of human culture. 


1 Of. Is. xlv. 1, 7. hs ‘ 
2 Holtzmann, Die Apok. Biicher, Einleit., p. 6 (found also in Bunsen’s. Bibelwerk). 
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The way had been prepared for the entrance of Greek civilization into Asia by the great 
Persian expeditions of the previous century. But with the triumph of the arms 
Alexander O° Alexander, who extended his empire from the Adriatic to the sources of the 
Ganges, and from the Danube to the cataracts of the Nile, the entire Orient was thrown 
open to the philosophy, art, language, and social usages of this classic land, and they swept 
over it like a flood. If these peoples, for the most part, especially those living east of the 
Euphrates, showed in their subsequent history but faint traces of any such refining influ- 
ence, retained to the last their Asiatic and barbaric character, it but serves to enhance, by 
contrast, the remarkable changes that were elsewhere produced, especially in the valleys of 
the Orontes and the Jordan, and along the banks of the Nile. How much of truth is mixed 
with the fabulous and legendary in the accounts of Josephus and the Talmud ? concerning 
the visit of Alexander to Jerusalem, it is impossible to say. But there can be no reasonable 
doubt that either during or subsequent to the siege of Tyre and Gaza (B. Cc. 332) he re- 
ceived a delegation from Jerusalem, who tendered him the unconditional homage of the Jew- 
ish people. It is also clear that, for some reason, never perhaps to be wholly explained, the 
youthful conqueror treated them with a magnanimity and friendliness that they had not 
before experienced since the days of Cyrus. This conciliatory spirit had its natural effect. 
Alexander took his place henceforth, in the sacred list of heroic worthies who were honored 
by the Jewish nation. His name was coupled with that of Solomon, and became its synonym 
in the later history. And when his victorious army began its march southward for the con- 
quest of Egypt, not a few Jews voluntarily entered its ranks. The founding of the city that 
still bears his name, one of the most brilliant capitals of antiquity, the commercial, moral, and 
social metropolis of both the Occident and Orient, for centuries the highest representative 
and nurse of civilization and learning, and especially the arena where Grecian philosophy 
and the Hebrew religion were at once to meet and discover what common grounds of interest 
might ‘justify their going henceforth hand in hand, — this was the most memorable result of 
Alexander’s expedition to the land of the Pharaohs. Not many years after (B. C. 323), in 
the midst of vast unexecuted military plans, his voracious appetite for conquest still unsated, 
he died at the age of thirty-two years and eight months. 
The last words of Alexander on being asked to whom he bequeathed his kingdom are said 
_ to have been: ‘‘ To the strongest.” ® When one considers the training to which 
Sere his generals had been subject, and the spirit that had ever ruled in the breast of 
Aas their leader, the consequences of such a legacy, conveyed in such a form, were 
easy to predict. In fact, the body of their chief was not yet buried before the 
struggle for supremacy began among his generals. Perdikkas, however, whom Alexander 
had distinguished by leaving him his signet ring, was, by way of compromise and until the 
expected birth of an heir to Alexander, made administrator of the realm. The armistice 
really proved to be of short duration. Less than two years after the death of Alexander, in 
a battle with Ptolemy, whom he had made satrap of Egypt, Perdikkas lost his life. And 
this was but the first act in a bloody tragedy, lasting more than a score of years, in which 
the family of Alexander disappeared, his generals slew one another and thousands upon 
thousands of their subjects, and the great empire, so lately acquired, destitute of any sub- 
stantial bonds of union, went hopelessly in pieces. -“ The living political question at the time 
of the Diadochi, namely, whether and how the empire of Alexander could be maintained in 
its unity, after every possible solution of it, every possible form, every substitute had been 
tried in vain, finally disappeared. The impossibility had been demonstrated, politically 
speaking, of uniting in one kingdom, one universal monarchy, the people of the East and the 
West; irrevocable judgment pronounced on what Alexander had desired and sought to 
achieve. That atone which he, daring and doing with reckless idealism, had meant should 
serve as the means and support of his work still remained, ceaselessly propagated itself in 
ever Increasing waves of influence, —the introduction of Greek life among the Asiatic peo- 


ples, the production of a new civilization made up of that of the Orient and the Occident, 
the unity of the historic world in Hellenistic culture.” 4 


1 Cf. on the general subject: Droysen, i -iii. ; Fl ‘i : i i 

; f , : ; athe, ii.; Stark, pp. 853-423; Ewald, Geschichte, iv. 274-286; and f 
briefer summaries the histories of Graetz, Hitzig, Herzfeld, and Holtamana, idem. ; = 
Lea , ii, 237-249; Jos., Antig., xi. 8; Spiegel, Die Alexandersage, etc. ; and Hennrichsen, Stud. u. Krit.. 


8 See Grote, xii. 254, ff 4 Droysen, ii. (2), 358. 
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Notwithstanding his obscure origin Ptolemy I. Soter, known also as the son of Lagus, is 
one of the most conspicuous figures of the period next succeeding Alexander. 

It was a sagacious choice that secured to him, as one of the latter’s most success- eae > 
ful officers, the satrapy of Egypt, where, in a measure apart from the quarrels of 

his fellow generals, he might lay the foundations of the empire which he projected. While 
skillfully avoiding conflict, as far as possible, he knew how to defend himself when attacked, 
as against Perdikkas in B. c. 321, and more than once against Antigonus, until the decisive 
battle of Ipsus, B. c. 301. He assumed the title of king in B. c. 805. The bounds of his 
empire he extended by uniting to it Cyrene on the East, and, after B. o. 301, Palestine and 
Ceele-Syria on the West. The island of Cyprus, too, came at this time into the permanent 
possession of Egypt. ‘The native Egyptians he left in the undisturbed enjoyment of their 
social and religious customs, but admitted none of them to the ruling class, which was distinc- 
tively Macedonian. His relation to the Jews, and the influence of Greek civilization under 
him and his successors, will be later considered. Apparently in order to guard against any 
possible dispute over the succession, Ptolemy I. Soter, two years before his death (Gree 284); 
abdicated in favor of his youngest son, Ptolemy II. Philadelphus. 

The second Ptolemy was perhaps the most distinguished of the name. Less hindered than 
his father had been by the necessity of defending the empire against the ambi- Ptolemy 1. 
tious designs of the Syrian rulers, he was able to devote himself with all the im-  Philadel- 
mense resources at his command to the object of making his capital the brilliant, eS 
undisputed centre of literature and of commerce for the entire civilized world. Alexandria 
became at this time, in fact, intellectually and commercially what Rome became two centu- 
ries later politically, — the world’s metropolis. Its magnificent lighthouse, which gave its 
name to all subsequent structures of the kind; its world-renowned museum and library, the 
depository even during the present reign, it is said, of 700,000 papyrus rolls; the home of 
artists and scholars from every land, among whom history mentions a Stilpo of Megara, 
Strato the Peripatetic, Theodore, Euclid, Diodorus, Theophrastus, and Menander; the 
breadth of its culture, which found room for every kind of human learning and furnished us 
the first translation of the Hebrew Scriptures, —this was the most fitting tribute which the 
successors of Alexander could have paid to his grand designs, the most splendid monument 
they could have reared to his memory. 

Ptolemy III. Euergetes, as eldest son, succeeded his father on the throne of Egypt (x. c. 
246-221). Under him the empire reached the highest pitch of its prosperity. Seooath 
During a brilliant campaign against Antiochus II. of Syria he pushed his way as Euergetes 
far as Antioch and Babylon, securing in the latter place some of the trophies paver a 
which Cambyses had carried away from Egypt three hundred years before, and 
received, in consequence, from his grateful subjects the surname of ‘‘ Benefactor,’’ which he 
ever afterwards bore. Under Ptolemy IV. Philopator, the next monarch (B. 0. 221-204), 
the period of degeneration set in. He preserved, indeed, the integrity of the empire, signally 
defeating in the noted battle of Raphia (s. c. 217) the skillful and energetic Antiochus III. 
the Great, but in his private life was effeminate and sensual in the extreme, and by oppres- 
sive measures provoked among his Egyptian subjects the first rebellion that had broken 
out since the Greeks had begun to rule. His only son, Ptolemy V. Epiphanes, a child of five 
years, succeeded him. Antiochus III. the Great now found the opportunity for which he 
had been waiting, to retrieve the disaster of Raphia. Joining his forces with those of Philip 
Ill. of Macedon he attacked those of Egypt under Skopas in the Valley of the Jordan near 
Paneas (B. c. 199), and won a victory by which Pheenicia and Ceele-Syria, with Judea, 
passed out of the hands of the Ptolemies into those of the Seleucide. ‘ 

‘¢Tn this world’s debate,’’ as Stanley? calls the series of conflicts between the kings of 
Syria and Egypt, ‘ Palestine was the principal stage across which ‘ the kings of Affairs in 
the South,’ the Alexandrian Ptolemies, and ‘the kings of the North,’ the Seleu- Palestine. 

1 Cf. Letronne, Recherches pour servir d V Histoire de V Egypte, etc.; Lepsius, Kénigsbuch der atten Egypter ; Geier, De 
Prolemai Lagide Vita; Champollion-Figeac, Annales des Lagides, and review of the same by St. Martin: Nowvelles Re- 
cherches sur l’ Epoque dela Mort d’ Alexandre et sur la Chronologie des Ptolémées ; Parthey, Das Alexandrinische Museum, 
also, Ptolemdus Lagi, der Griinder der 32sten dgyptischen Dynastie ; Ritschl, Die Alecandrinischen Bibliotheken ; Sharpe, 
History of Egypt from the Earliest Times; Bernhardy, Grundriss der Griechischen Litteratur. So too the various 
classical writers of the period, and the exceedingly interesting records of the monuments. English translations of the 
assyrian and Egyptian monuments haye been published by Bagster and Sons, under the title Records of the Past, of 


which eleyen vols. have already appeared. See, especially, vol. viii., pp. 81-90. 
2 iii 243. 
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cide from Antioch, passed to and fro with their court intrigues ee oe een tie 
their Indian elephants, their Grecian cavalry, their Oriental Pomp. pe ae a ~ aa 
Judza, on the partition of Alexander’s empire, had been assigne to aome jailer 
taken from him by Ptolemy I. Soter, in the year following his victorious boas ie ag es 
Perdikkas (B. c. 320), and the walls of Jerusalem, which he entered one e a jas : i : 
razed to the ground. At the same time, if the historians of he period are to be trus a 
many as a hundred thousand Jews were carried off to Eeypt,! becoming Pade: 5 ; a 
there, a part in Alexandria, and others in Cyrene, Libya, and even more listant istric $y 
Africa. But the wooded heights of Lebanon and the sea-coasts of Phoenicia were a prize boo 
much coveted to be left uncontested in the hands of Ptolemy. They were wrested from him 
by Antigonus in the year B. c. 314, to be won back in the great battle of Gaza, ee years 
later, which period (8. c. 312), moreover, was rendered still more memorable as the begin- 
ning of the Seleucian era. Singularly enough, Seleucus himself was at this -< a fug ive in 
the camp of Ptolemy, where he served as one of the royal guards. The latter’s triumph, in 
turn, was of short duration. Demetrius, who had been defeated at Gaza, having united his 
forces with those of his father, succeeded in driving the Egyptians once more from the de- 
batable provinces, and retained possession of them until the eventful battle of Ipsus (a. c. 301), 
from which time, for the next hundred years, dates the permanent rule of the Ptolemies in 
Palestine. It was a fearful scourge to which this little land had been exposed during the 
twenty-two years of almost incessant war between the forces of Syria and Egypt. It does 
not surprise us to learn that in addition to those who were forcibly removed, great numbers 
of Jews voluntarily exiled themselves from their native land. Ptolemy II. Philadelphus 
manumitted 130,000 who, as the result of the wars under the previous reign, had been 
brought as slaves into his empire. It was no less an act of political sagacity than of human- 
ity. As loyal and useful subjects of Persia and of Alexander the Jews had proved their 
worth as a support to the throne. Alexander himself had accorded them equal rights with 
the Macedonians as citizens of Alexandria.? They were known as a people that could safely 
be trusted. They had the fear of God before them, and their moral purity and steadfastness 
were something that, as elements of political strength, even an Oriental monarch knew how 
to appreciate. In Palestine during the entire reign of the Ptolemies the people were left, for 
the most part, in the uninterrupted enjoyment of civil and religious freedom. Their pecul- 
iarities of belief and social usages seem to have been carefully respected. The high priest 
remained undisturbed in his more than royal prerogatives. If the twenty Syrian talents of 
silver appointed as yearly tribute were regularly paid, the rest was a matter of comparative 
indifference. ‘ 


The following is a list of those who held the high priest’s office in the period extending 

from the death of Alexander to the reign of Antiochus IV. Epiphanes: Onias I. 
ee (B. Cc. 331-299); Simon I. the Just (B. c. 299-287); Eleazer (B. c. 287-266); 

Manasse (B. ©. 266-240); Onias IT. (x. c. 240-227); Simon II. (x. c. 226-198); 
Onias IIT. (w. c. 198-175); Jason. Under Onias I., was made the treaty of the Jews with 
the Lacedemonians, an account of which, in an embellished form, is given in 1 Mace. (xii. 20- 
23). During the term of office of the next high priest, Simon I., nothing of note occurred. 
It was under Eleazer that the translation of the Septuagint was undertaken in Alexandria. 
Onias II., who seemed, at least in his later years, to have represented the Syrian as over 
against the Egyptian party in Palestine, came near having serious difficulty with the latter 
country. For once, the usual tribute was refused. The energetic measures of his ambitious 
nephew Joseph, who himself collected the money and carried it to the Egyptian court, 
alone averted the catastrophe. After the battle of Raphia, Ptolemy IV. Philopator, elated 
by his victory, entered the temple at Jerusalem, and not only offered sacrifices there, but 
in spite of the remonstrances of the priests, and the consternation and tears of the entire peo- 
ple, forced his way into the Holy of Holies. What actually took place there in consequence 
it is not possible to learn, the account in 3 Maccabees (i. 9, ii. 24) being wholly legendary. 
But it is certain that he left Jerusalem, inflamed with the deepest hatred towards the Jewish 
people, and proceeded to vent the same on their innocent brethren in Egypt. 
occurred under Onias III. Palestine bein 


the treasurer of Seleucus TV. Philopator 
tempt to force his way into the Holy 
1 Jos., Antig,, xii. 1, § 1. 


A similar case 
g at that time already joined to Syria, Heliodorus, 


, inspired by the hope of booty, also made an at- 
of Holies, but, as we are informed, was miraculously 


2 Jos., Contra Ap., ii. 5. 
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struck down on the threshold as Ptolemy had been, and at last owed life itself to the friendly 
intercession of the high priest on his behalf. 

Grecian colonization had been one of the controlling ideas of Alexander. Aristotle wrote 
a book concerning him which he entitled, ‘¢ Alexander, or about Colonies.”?2 And 
a marked peculiarity of Alexander's colonies, as of Greek life in general, as it de- pete 
veloped itself in foreign lands, was the city. In this it particularly distinguished fure @ 
itself from that of the Asiatics. The one was distinctively ethnic (2@vos), the other ‘eae 
polite (xéA1s, roAirns), to use the word in its etymological sense. An old Ephesian. inserip- 
tion of the Roman period reads: ’Edeolwy 4 Bova} Kad 5 dijuos kal rev WAAwy ‘EAAhvev ai ev TH 
*Acla Karoixodoa méAeis Kal Td ZOvy- It was in this way also, that the Greek civilization extended 
itself in Palestine. Perdikkas, who wore the signet ring of Alexander, showed his loyalty 
to the memory of his chief by engaging at once in the rebuilding and Grecizing of Samaria. 
Dan, to the extreme north, received the name of Paneas in honor of the god Pan, to 
whom also a temple was built on the neighboring slopes of Hermon. Bethshean, west of 
Jordan, became Scythopolis, under which name it is known in the second book of Maccabees 
(xii. 29). On the other side of the river sprang up new cities, with such names as Hippos, 
Gadara; and further to the south, Pella and Dion; forming with some others, the Decapolis 
of Josephus and the New Testament, and all being, as is evident from their names, of Macedo- 
nian or Greek origin. In honor of the second of the Ptolemies, the place known as Rabbath 
Ammon was changed to Philadelphia, and the ancient capital of the Moabites, Ar-Moab, 
received at about the same time the more euphonious title of Areopolis. Along the Pheni- 
cian coast, the evidences of Greek life were still more marked. Old cities were rebuilt and 
repeopled, and new cities founded with a zeal and rapidity unknown before in the Orient. 
Straton’s Tower, — afterwards known as Cesarea on the sea, — Gaza, Dora, Apollonia, An- 
thedon, were some of the many seaports which sprang up during these eventful years, and 
drew to them across the blue Mediterranean, a swarming, adventurous population from the 
fatherland. In all these places Greek life dominated, the Greek language was spoken, the 
morals and the immorality of Hellas practiced with but little change. Of the whole of Pales- 
tine, Judea alone remained, as yet, comparatively free from the transforming influence of 
Greek ideas. There was but little in its thin soil to tempt cupidity, and its people were not of 
the sort to take kindly to an influx of strangers. Still it was completely girdled with the 
new civilization. It could not shut wholly out, if it would, the silvery tones of the Greek 
tongue; it could not remain insensible to the charms of Greek art ; it might even have its 
weak side for the feasts, games, and holiday extravagances of its neighbors from the West. 
It was, at least, a question whose answer could not long be delayed. 

It is, however, by no means to be supposed that Judaism was confined to Judea. We have 
already seen that as a result of the fearful devastations to which Palestine was ; 

° . The Jews in 

continually subject under the successors of Alexander, large numbers of Jews 4jexandria 
were forced to seek an asylum in other lands. Of all the peoples of the Orient sa vie 
naturally the most seclusive and exclusive, they came, at last, by the mere force 
of circumstances, that is, the force of divine Providence, to rival the Greeks themselves in 
their capacity for diffusion and their cosmopolitan character. If we had reason to wonder 
that so many of them, two centuries before, firmly declined to return from their banishment 
in Persia and Babylon, much more is it now an occasion of surprise that they voluntarily 
leave their homes —it is true that emigration was also sometimes compulsory — to go forth 
as merchants, bankers, artisans, but always as Jews, into every part of the inhabited globe, 
and that in all the great cities of Syria, Asia Minor, Greece, and Italy, they make their 
homes side by side with the teeming colonists of Hellas and Macedon. ‘The higher explana- 


-tion is found in the fact that Judaism had something to give as well as to receive. We are 


too likely to forget, in contemplating the magnificent service which the Grecian language and 
philosophy did for the Jewish faith and people, the still more magnificent and beneficent ser- 
vice that a developed and transformed Jewish faith did for Greece and for all mankind. 
Especially in Alexandria did the Jewish influence make itself felt. The first colonists had 
been particularly favored with the friendship and patronage of Alexander and the early 
Ptolemies. If many went, at first, unwillingly into the land of their-former bondage, a larger 
number soon followed them of their own choice. All departments of industry were open to 
them. While devoting themselves principally to trade, some also rose to eminence as soldiers, 
1 See 2 Mace. iii. 4-40 2 Cf. Starke, p. 449, and Droysen, iii. (1), 32. 
2 


18 THE APOCRYPHA. 





statesmen, and men of learning. In the practice of their religion and the wee hae 
national customs they were, for a long time, unmolested. To such an extent di eh ‘s 
and increase that at the time of Philo they numbered a million souls, and two of the live 
wards of Alexandria were exclusively occupied by them. Not only were the Alexandrian 
Jews the most numerous of the Dispersion, they were also the most influential. Of this fs 
tire class, indeed, wherever they might be, Alexandria was the intellectual and spiritua 
centre, as was Jerusalem for the Jews of Palestine. 

It is a significant fact, on whatever ground it may rest, and looked at either from an Egyp- 

tian or Palestinian point of view, that in the ancient, sacred city of Heliopolis 

aidcliono: a rival temple could be erected (B. c. 160%), and that henceforth, until the time 
Ups of Vespasian, it should continue to maintain its service and have its own priests, 
Levites, and landed property. No better evidence of the relaxing influence of Greek civiliza- 
tion could be desired than this willingness to accept a dilapidated shrine of heathenism as 
the basis of a temple to Jehovah, or of the growth of a new method of Scripture interpreta- 
tion such as afterwards culminated in the writings of Philo, than the ability to twist the 
poetic language of Isaiah so that it should be made to contain a direct approval of this more. 
than doubtful undertaking. It was regarded with distrust in Palestine, and although having 
no very deep or permanent influence in Egypt was still a marked symptom of the divisive 
spirit that characterized the later Judaism. Already under Ptolemy IV. Philopator, the 
Jews in Egypt, for reasons not difficult to conceive, had begun to lose favor alike with prince 
and people. Some envied them their prosperity. More hated them on account of their ex- 
clusiveness, their extravagant assumptions as an elect people, and especially, their ill-con- 
cealed disgust at the ignorant idolatry that prevailed about them. Hence, the favor of the 
court being withdrawn, the proverbial lawlessness of the Egyptians broke forth into open and 
bitter persecutions, some faint reflection of which has been preserved in the fabulous stories 
of the Third Book of Maccabees. 

We have already alluded to the brilliant constellation of learned men, who, from the times 

of the Ptolemies, for hundreds of years made Alexandria the acknowledged literary 

ane Septua- metropolis of the entire world. Until the second century after Christ the most 
aoe renowned physicians, philosophers, astronomers, philologists, and even theolo- 
gians, received here their training. The first five librarians, Zenodotus, Callimachus, Eras- 
tosthenes, Apollonius, and Aristophanes the Byzantine, were as distinguished for their culture 
as for the high position which they occupied. Two of the Ptolemies themselves did not think 
it beneath them to be reckoned with Manetho as writers of history. Among the poets may be 
mentioned Aratus, Nicander, and Theocritus. The astronomers of Alexandria were the first 
to reduce the science to a system, introduced the improved calendar at the time of Julius Ce- 
sar, and gave the names and divisions to the fixed stars, which they still bear. Naturally, 
all this literary activity could not but make a deep impression on the hundreds of thousands of 
Israelites who had their home in the Egyptian capital. And among them too, at this period, 
sprang up a literature of no inconsiderable proportions, fragments of which still remain. 
They had their own historians: Demetrius, Eupolemus, Cleodemus, and Jason of Cyrene; and 
their own poets: the dramatist Ezekiel, Philo the eider, and Theodotus. Aristobulus, at the 
same time a Jewish priest and a disciple of Aristotle, as also a teacher or counselor to the 
king, even made the attempt to Hebraize the entire literature of Greece, inaugurating a 
movement whose best known representative before the Christian era was the younger Philo 
and whose culmination was in the Neo-Platonic philosophy of Ammonius Saceas in the third 
century after Christ. In the midst of this intellectual ferment it is scarcely needful to say 
that the Hebrew Scriptures, outside as well as inside the circle of those who invested thent 
with a sacred character, attracted to themselves serious attention. That a demand arose for 
their complete translation into Greek, the language here universally spokén, was a necessity" 
of the case. And the demand was not confined to Egypt. Greek colonization, in whose 
quick steps a Jewish colonization almost as extensive had followed, had gone into all lands to 
mark the favored spots for new life and prepare the way for it. Commerce with its thou- 
sands of white-winged messengers awaited its orders under the friendly shadow of the Alex- 
andrian Pharos. The time was, evidently, already ripe for the first beginnings of the move- 


1 Of. Stanley, iii. 251-254 


2 Cf. Bohl; Frankel’s Vorstudien; Fritzsche in Herzog's Real- 


Encyk., and in Schenkel’s Bib. Lex., ad voc. ; ith’ 
Bib. Dict., Art. “ Septuagint.” Yh, x ad voc.; and Smith's 
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ment in whose Crowning issue an apostle Paul afterwards found the goal and glory of his 
earthly life. 

There are stories enough concerning the origin of the LXX., but their utter untrustworthi- 
ness, in many respects, can easily be proved. They sprang from a natural desire 
to give to the translation the character of an authoritative, inspired work. It is, rere 
perhaps, the wisest course to reject them all, in their details, and to fall back on i 
the simple necessity that ruled the hour. The work was doubtless begun as early as under 
Ptolemy Il. Philadelphus, and was essentially complete when the son of Sirach came to Egypt 
in the reign of Ptolemy VII. Physcon.! That the translators were exclusively learned men, 
invited from Palestine to Egypt for this purpose, is incredible, almost as much so as that each 
one of the Seventy, without collusion with the others, made precisely the same version. The 
feeling in Palestine concerning it is better represented by the words used to signalize the day 
when it was first introduced into the synagogues of Alexandria and Egypt: ‘¢ The Law is 
Greek! Darkness! Let there be a three days’ fast!’? Among the Jews of the world- 
capital, on the other hand, the event was greeted with every expression of joy. Unlike 
their brethren of Palestine, they looked forward rather than backward and expected only 
the best results from a closer comparison of Moses with Pythagoras and Plato. Of the criti- 
cal value of the version of the LXX. this is not the place to speak.2 And we reserve also, 
until a later period, a description of the various works of a mixed Jewish and Greek char- 
acter, which followed close upon it and of which it was the more or less direct occasion. 

It is now time to return to the political history of the Jews of Palestine, which we left at 
the point where, subsequent to the battle of Paneas (B. c. 199), it fell with Phee- pe geleuci- 
nicia and the whole of Cele-Syria into the hands of Antiochus II]. the Great. dx. Antio- 

= 5 chus ITI. 
This change of rulers well accorded with the wishes of the masses of the people, and Seleu- 
especially after the first mild treatment of the Syrian king led them to contrast °™S 1V- 
it favorably with that to which they had more recently been subjected. But the satisfaction 
experienced was of short duration. Under Egyptian rule Palestine and especially Judea, as 
we have seen, had been left, for the most part, to itself, except when the exigencies of the 
unceasing conflict with Syria called temporarily into it the armies of its rulers. So it could 
not remain under the Seleucide. Greek influence had already become too deeply rooted on 
every side. The social and commercial as well as geographical connections with Antioch 
and Damascus were other than those with Alexandria had been. From the first transfer- 
rence, therefore, of political allegiance from the kingdom of the South to that of the North, a 
strong Syrian party showed itself at Jerusalem. A Syrian party, it may be called, for that 
was the special direction which it took, although it aimed at nothing less than a radical mod- 
ification, if not the total abolishment of that which had hitherto separated the Jews from their 
heathen neighbors, in short, a thorough Hellenizing of Judaism in its stronghold. What 
the immediate results would have been, if the sagacious Antiochus III. had been free to 
foster in the beginning this movement having its origin in a deteriorated popular taste, it is 
impossible to say. But his attention and entire resources were soon absorbed in the great 
campaign against the Romans under the two Scipios, which ended so disastrously for him at 
Magnesia (B. c. 190). And being now compelled to purchase a peace at the most extrava- 
gant pecuniary cost, he did not hesitate to lay his hands on the needed treasures wherever in 
his kingdom he could find them. He lost his life, in fact, while engaged in pillaging a tem- 
ple (B. c.. 187). The policy of his son, Seleucus IV. Philopator, significantly called in the 
book of Daniel (xi. 20) a ‘‘ raiser of taxes,” was not, on the whole, of such a nature in its 
relation to the Jews as to strengthen the hands of a Syrian party in Palestine, but quite the 
contrary. It was his treasurer, Heliodorus, of whom we have before spoken as having made 
an unsuccessful and humiliating attempt to secure for his master the supposed untold sums 
“that were concealed in the temple on Mount Moriah. A short time subsequently (B. c. 176) 
the king perished at the hands of this same Heliodorus, after an unimportant reign of eleven 
years. : ; 

It was during the sovereignty of his successor and brother, the unscrupulous Antiochus IV. 
Epiphanes, that affairs in Judea reached the fearful crisis towards which they had long been 
tending. ‘The importance of this reign in its bearings on the whole subsequent history of Ju- 


1 Gf. remarks in Introd. to Ecclesiasticus, under Date. é , ; 
2 Cf. Kuenen, iii. 214-216; the works of Frankel cited in the Index of Authorities, and Thiersch, De Pentateuchi, ete. 
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daism will justify our dwelling more at length upon it. Such a character as that of Antiochus 
Antiochus _-Piphanes it is difficult to comprehend, much less to describe. It is marked by the 
IV. Epiph- most startling contrasts, well illustrated in the double name the people gave him: 
oa Epiphanes, the illustrious, and Epimanes, the madman. Personally brave, gener- 
ous, at times, even to prodigality, a lover of art, spending immense sums on the erection of 
magnificent buildings, he was, at the same time, possessed of an ineffable self-esteem, a self- 
esteem which did not keep him from the most abominable vices, and never rose to the dig- 
nity of true self-respect. While treating the noblemen about him with the utmost haughti- 
ness, arrogating to himself both the title and the prerogatives of deity, he was, at the same 
time, on familiar terms with the lowest of the people; offered himself as a candidate for petty 
offices; went tooting about the streets in the character of a strolling musician, and shared with 
the actors at the theatres in their lewdest scenes. The historian Polybius (xxvi. 10) deemed 
some of his eccentricities worthy of record. He says of him: ‘‘ Just as though, at times, 
he had slipped away from the servants of the palace, he made his appearance, here and there, 
in the city, sauntering about in the company of one or two persons. Quite often he might 
be found in the workshops of the gold and silver smiths where he chatted with the molders 
and other workmen, and gave them to understand that he was a lover of art. Then again, 
he gave himself up to confidential intercourse with the next best fellows among the people 
and chaffered with strangers of the common sort who happened to be present. When, how- 
ever, he learned that young people, somewhere or other, were having a carousal, without 
waiting to be announced, he came marching up with horn and bagpipe in revelling style so 
that the majority of the guests, horrified at the strange spectacle, took themselves off... . . 
Intelligent people, therefore, did not know what to make of him. Some thought he was a 
simple, unaffected man; others, that he had lost his wits. ... . In the sacrifices which he 
caused to be offered up in the cities, and in the honors which he paid to the gods, he was sur- 
passed by no other king. Of this the temple of Jupiter at Athens and the statues about the » 
altar at Delos are proof. He used, also, to frequent the public baths when they were quite 
full of common people, at which times, moreover, he had brought to him vessels of the most 
costly ointment. A person once said to him: ‘ How happy are you kings that you can have 
such ointment, and exhale such delightful odors?’ Thereupon, on the following day, with- 
out having said anything to the man, he went to the place where he bathed and had a huge 
vessel of the most precious ointment, the so-called stacte, poured over his head. Upon this all 
got up and plunged in, in order to bathe themselves with the ointment. But on account of 
the slipperiness of the floor they fell down and excited laughter. The king himself, also, 
was one of them.” Such was the kind of man that the people of Judeea now had over them. 

The throne he had got by treachery, and began his reign by a war against Egypt in defense 
eee of an injustice. ‘In the first campaign he was successful, and in the beginning 
IV. Epipha- Of the second also, but being finally compelled to retreat, he vented his discomfi- 
PES ture on the temple at Jerusalem. Four times in as many successive years (8. ©. 

171-168), his armies marched the now familiar road to the land of the pyramids. 
The last time it was the Roman legate, Popilius Leenas, whom he was obliged to face, and 
who drawing a circle around him in the sand, bade him decide before he crossed it, for peace 
or war with the great empire of the West. With gnashing of teeth Antiochus betook him- 
self homeward, letting out the full flood of his ungovernable passions, as once before, on the 
people of Judza and Jerusalem. It was his conduct at this time, that was the direct occasion 
of the so-called revolt of the Maccabees. Immediately on his accession, had begun at Jerusa- 
lem the struggle between the sympathizers with Greek customs, and their determined oppo- 
nents. _For one hundred and fifty years, Greek civilization had been developing itself on 
every side. It had made startling progress in the very centre of the Israelitish religion. The 
moral nerve was beginning also here to lose its tensity. It was a sad omen for the future, 
that about this time, under one pretense or another, an embassy could be sent from Jerusa- 
lem to witness the heathenish games in honor of Hercules at Tyre. 

Onias III. was now high priest, and a firm and courageous representative of the ancestral 
on: ieee faith. An own brother, Jason, who had become Hellenized, as it will be seen, 
of the high even to his name, stood at the head of the opposing party, and persuaded the 
pris 80 king to transfer by force, to him, the sacred office held by Onias. Once in power 

he used all the influence at his command to induce a wide-spread apostasy among 
1 Cf 2 Mace. iv. 9-20. 
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the people. Among other devices he caused to be erected close beside the temple-mountain, 
a gymnasium, after the Greek style, and invited to its frivolous sports, not only the youth of 
Jerusalem, but found means also, to seduce even the priests from their duties at the altar, that 
they might be present at its thronged entertainments. But as Jason had unjustly possessed 
himself of the high priesthood, so he lost it through injustice. Menelaus, another devotee of 
the new ideas, simply offered Antiochus a higher tribute than Jason was paying, and got the 
office. The latter, however, did not leave him long in peace. While the king was absent 
on his second expedition against Egypt, he took possession of Jerusalem fora time with his 
retainers, and compelled his rival to flee to the citadel. Antiochus professing to look upon 
this act of Jason as a rebellion on the part of his Jewish subjects, on his return took fearful 
vengeance on temple and people. But their cup was not yet full. Two years later, as we 
have said, after his humiliating rencontre with the legate of Rome, he came back to give full 
proof of the intensity and demoniacal depths of his passionate nature. The Jews seem to 
have given him no new occasion for fresh complaints. 

But it was quite unnecessary. He was in one of his hellish moods. Before the évrad0a 
BovAcvou of the Roman power he had been compelled to give way. Here, at least, « hoe 
were those who were weaker than he; they should feel the weight of his iron hand. tion of deso- 
Besides, Judaism had never had the opportunity of showing to him, as to Cyrus aoc 
and Alexander, its better side. Perhaps he would have been incapable of appreciating it, if 
he had seen it. If unusual moral stamina, and a rare industry and prosperity were developed 
within it, the one might have served simply to challenge his hostility, and the other have 
been.a temptation to his cupidity and chronic impecuniosity. What he had seen most of, 
the ambition of a Jason, and the meanness of a Menelaus, were certainly not of a nature to en- 
courage him to prosecute his inquiries. Enough that he who began by despising Judaism, 
had now come bitterly to hate it, and resolved to sweep it at a stroke from the face of the 
earth. Ata review of troops in the environs of Jerusalem, on the Sabbath, Apollonius, his 
general, began an indiscriminate massacre of the spectators, and followed it up with the 
plundering of the defenseless city. Antiochus had given orders further, that on pain of 
death, all sacrifices and services peculiar to the temple should cease, the Sabbath be no more 
observed, circumcision nowhere practiced, the sacred books be destroyed, and that idol wor- 
ship should be universally introduced. The altar of the temple on Mount Moriah was spe- 
cially named as a place to be thus desecrated. With terrific thoroughness did the unfeeling 
soldiery enter upon the execution of these orders of the king. And as it was not simply a 
place, but a people and a system, which had been devoted to overthrow, so it mattered not 
where in the Syrian empire a Jew might be found, he was exposed to the same frenzied as- 
saults. To have in one’s possession a copy of the law, to refuse, on being commanded, to eat 
swine’s flesh, sacrifice to an idol, or to participate in Bacchanalian processions crowned with 
garlands of ivy in honor of Dionysos, was a sufficient pretext for the most unheard-of cruel- 
ties. On the 16th of Chisleu — the date could never be forgotten — Mount Moriah itself was 
dedicated to Jupiter, and a heathen shrine placed over the sacred altar. Ten days later a 
herd of swine were driven into the temple precincts, and their subsequent sacrifice com- 
pleted the desecration. This was the “ abomination of desolation ’’ (BdéAvyya epnudcews, 1 Mace. 
i, 54), the synonym, in all later Jewish history, of infamous wickedness and of humiliation 
to the uttermost. With not a few these efforts to enforce submission succeeded. They were 
those who had been the first to run to the gymnastic performances which Jason and Mene- 
laus maintained at the expense of the temple. But there were many others who still pre- 
ferred death to paganism, and Antiochus, to his astonishment, soon discovered that an army 
of twenty-two thousand men was quite too small for the object he had in view. At first, re- 

_ sistance was passive, but none the less heroic and inspiring. A few such examples as that 
of the gray-haired Eleazer, who manfully confronted his tormentors. with the words: ‘I will 
show myself such an one as my age requires, and leave a notable example to those who are 
young, to die willingly and courageously for our honored and holy laws,’’ could not long re~ 
main without effect. 

The immediate occasion of the armed revolt was as follows: Emissaries of the king had 
erected a heathen altar at the little village of Modein, a few miles out from Jerusa- 
lem. It was the home of an aged priest Mattathias, with the family name Asmo- 
neus, the father of five stalwart sons, and a man widely known and respected. He, among 
others, was summoned to offer idolatrous sacrifices on this altar. He publicly and boldly re- 
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fused, and seeing a man who was a Jew upon the point of doing it, he rushed upon him and 
slew him. Whereupon the Syrian officers also were put to death, and the altar they had 
erected destroyed with the ery: ‘* Whosoever is zealous for the law and maintaineth the 
covenant let him follow me.’”’? Mattathias with his two sons, and a few others, now plunged 
into the neighboring wilderness where forces might be safely collected, and time gained for 
reflection over the course to be pursued. This was the small beginning of that great politico- 
religious movement, by means of which the Jewish people, after more than four hundred 
years of foreign domination, gained again their independence. It is a thrilling story, which 
will never lose its charm as long as men love freedom, admire unselfish heroism, and hate 
oppression. It is only possible for us here to touch upon the more salient points of the history, 
and it is also unnecessary, since it is to be found in full in the books of the Maccabees that 
follow. Mattathias himself continued but for a little while at the head of the patriotic band 
which flocked to his standard, but in dying, recommended Judas, his son, as leader, with the 
words: ‘‘ But as for Judas Maccabeeus, he has been mighty and strong, even from his youth 
up: let him be your captain, and fight the battles of the people.’’1 The sequel proved that 
the choice had been well made. 

Judas Maccabzeus was really the hero of the whole conflict, and properly gave his name to 
the party and movement of which he was the soul. A childlike piety, a womanly 
tenderness towards the weak, good common sense that could see at once the point 
at issue, were united in his nature with a courage that flinched at no hardship and 
was appalled at no danger. The army that followed him, if so it might be called, was 
always scanty enough, but like Gideon he did not hesitate, at times, to reduce its numbers 
still more by sifting out the timid and the unresolved. The blast of his trumpet, as his ene- 
mies soon discovered, meant nothing less than doing and daring to the utmost limit of human 
strenoth. He first defeated Apollonius, entering upon the engagement with the battle ery: 
‘‘Kleazer, the help of God ;’’ then Seron; and again, an immense army under Nicanor and 
Gorgias; and finally, Lysias himself, and opened thereby for his troops once more the way 
to Jerusalem and the temple. On the 25th of Chisleu, exactly three years from the date of 
its desecration, the purified altar was again dedicated to Jehovah and sacrifices offered 
amidst universal rejoicings. Since this time the Jews have ever continued to observe the 
recurrence of the day as the ‘‘ Feast of Dedication,’ and no festival awakens among them 
more grateful memories. Soon after occurred in the far East the death of Antiochus Epipha- 
nes (B. C. 164) under circumstances that could not but encourage the persecuted people still 
more to hope for the final success of their cause. Judas Maccabzeus, in the mean time, set 
forward his well-begun work. At first, he engaged in a successful expedition against the 
Edomites to the south, then met, for the second time, Lysias at Bethsur, where, for once, his 
little band were forced to retire before the overwhelming odds that were brought against 
them, and a beloved brother, the brave Eleazer, lost his life. Then followed the brief truce 
and apparently friendly intercourse with Nicanor, broken off by his treachery, and the battle 
of Caphar Salama, in which this Syrian general was among the slain. It was at this time 
that Judas, recognizing the importance of securing auxiliaries, against the advice of some of 
his adherents sent a delegation to Rome to ask for an alliance.? He did it the more willingly 
because he had learned that ‘¢none of them wore a crown, or was clothed in purple, to be 
exalted above his fellow citizens.’? A treaty was made, but, as it would seem, before its con- 
ditions could well have been known, Judas was called upon to meet once more, and for the 
last time, the hosts of the Syrians under Bacchides. The disparity between his forces and 
those of his antagonist would have driven any other than the lion-hearted Maccabee to de- 
spair. His officers sought to dissuade him from the conflict with the promise to take it up 
afterwards when circumstances were more favorable. But his memorable answer was: “God 
forbid that I should do this thing and flee away from them. If our time be come let us die 
manfully for our brethren and leave behind no stain upon our honor!” These are the last 
recorded words of the heroic soldier. The battle was accepted. Judas personally fought 
with his usual intrepidity and success. But his followers being overpowered, he was set 
upon from behind and lost his life (8. c. 160). His two brothers, however, Jonathan and 
Simon, thoughtless of danger to themselves, rescued his body from the thronging, exultant 
foe, and it was buried in the family tomb at Modein. Great was the lamentation which went 
up for him throughout Juda, and its burden was like that which had been heard for Saul 


1 1 Mace. ii. 66. 2 Cf, 1 Mace. viii. 
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and for Jonathan: ‘¢ How is the valiant fallen that delivered Israel !’? We are not surprised 
that in the olden time fancy loved to dwell upon this inspiring name, or that so many friendly 
_ pens were ready to depict with heightened coloring the struggle in which so noble a life was 
sacrificed. 

It was a serious task which Jonathan, the youngest son of Mattathias, who had been elected 
to fill the place of Judas, had now before him. Without the prestige of Judas ; 
Maccabeus, called upon with a dispirited handful of troops to confront the victo- Oe 
rious army of Bacchides, it is doubtful how the conflict would have terminated if a 
diversion in his favor had not occurred in the political affairs of Syria. One Alexander 
Balas, who gave himself out: for a son of Antiochus Epiphanes, laid claim to the throne which 
Demetrius I. Soter (B. c. 162-150), had already, for ten years, had in possession. Both 
parties naturally sought an alliance with the Asmonzan chief and strove to outdo each other 
in the magnificence of their offers for his support. From Alexander Jonathan received in 
addition to all the rest, a purple mantle, a golden crown, and the promise of the high priest’s 
office, which, since the death of the infamous Alcimus (B. c. 159), had remained vacant. 
As the party which Alexander represented was supported by nearly all the kings of the 
neighboring lands and had, by far, the best promise of success, Jonathan did not long hesi- 
tate to give it his own influence. At the same time, also, he accepted the generous terms 
offered, and put on the pontifical robes at the Feast of Tabernacles in the year B. c. 152. 
From this time the Asmonzan family ruled in Judea. The dependence on Syria, however, 
still continued, and the land for a considerable period was more or less involved in the strug- 
gles among rival claimants for the crown. One of these, named Tryphon, having by artifice 
got Jonathan into his power, treacherously put him to death in the year B. c. 143. 

But one son of Mattathias, Simon, already an old man, now remained. He had been the 
trusted counselor of the family from the first. He was still vigorous in mind and _ 
body. In a speech that he made at this time for the encouragement of the people, $723 435 
he said: ‘‘ You yourselves know what great things I and my brothers and my 
father’s house have done for the laws and the sanctuary, the battles also, and troubles we 
have seen by reason whereof all my brethren are slain for Israel’s sake, and I am left alone. 
Now, therefore, be it far from me that I should spare my own life in any time of trouble, for 
I am no better than my brethren.’? Under the influence of these touching words the people 
were roused to the highest pitch of enthusiasm, and cried out, with a loud voice: “Thou 
shalt be our leader instead of Judas and Jonathan thy brother.”1 There was no one better 
fitted than he to execute the sacred trust which by natural right, as well as the vote of the 
people, had been thus committed to him. What Judas by hard blows had won, what Jona- 
than by a sagacious policy had preserved and increased, that was now to be carried on to its 
natural conclusion, namely, complete freedom from a foreign yoke and the reéstablishment of 
the Jewish commonwealth unimpaired. In accomplishing this object, Simon was greatly 
aided, as Jonathan had been, by the internal divisions of the Syrian empire. Tryphon, who 
in the murder of the child Antiochus VI., whose interests he had professed to represent, had 
thrown off the mask he had hitherto worn, was contesting by force of arms the throne with 
Demetrius II. The latter, in order to win for himself their support, at the request of Simon, 
not only remitted to the Jews all past and future dues for taxes, but confirmed them in the 
possession of certain fortresses which for prudential reasons they had occupied and provis- 
ioned against any political emergency that might arise, and expressed his willingness, for the 
future, to receive Jewish officers into his army and at his court. It was a high day for Israel 
when this news was proclaimed, and from this year (B. C. 143), they were accustomed, as well 
on coins as on public and private contracts, to date their national independence. Beautiful 
-is the picture which the historian gives of the latter part of the reign of Simon, especially 
when contrasted with the stormy, troublous times of Judas and of Jonathan. He ‘made 
peace in the land; and Israel rejoiced with great joy; for every man sat under his fig-tree 
and there was none to terrify him, nor was any left in the land to fight against them.” ? In 
the midst of great public rejoicings Simon drove out the remnants of the Syrian party which 
for forty years had held possession of the citadel in Jerusalem. He enlarged the boundaries 
of the country, encouraged the peaceful pursuits of agriculture, had an excellent harbor con- 
structed at Joppa, cleared the land of idolaters, enriched and beautified the temple, renewed 
under the most friendly auspices former treaties with the Lacedemonians and Romans; and by 

1 1 Mace. xiii. 3-8. 2 See 1 Mace. xiv. 11, 12. 
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a course at once firm and conciliatory held in check that factious and partisan spirit which 
was already beginning to manifest itself with ominous power among the people. So great was 
the gratitude and admiration that were felt for Simon that a brazen tablet inscribed with his 
deeds and those of his family was set up to his honor in the temple, and the office of prince 
and high priest (fryovpevos Kat dpxiepevs) was made hereditary in his house ‘¢ until there should 
arise a faithful prophet.””! But like every other member of his family he, too, was destined 
to meet a violent death. Through the treachery of an ambitious son-in-law, Ptolemy, whom 
he had made governor of the district of Jericho, he together with his two sons, Mattathias 
and Judas, was assassinated in a most dastardly manner after a reign of eight years (B. C. 
135). 

ae was succeeded in both the offices which he had clothed with so much honor by his 
John Hyrea- 80s John Hyrcanus. The first part of his reign was marked by ill success. Hin- 
nus. dered, through fear of evil consequences to his mother, whom Ptolemy had in his 
ae power, from avenging the murder of Simon, he was at the same time compelled 
to make a humiliating treaty with Antiochus VII. Sidetes, who had invaded Palestine and 
shut Hyreanus up in Jerusalem. Subsequently, thanks anew to the contentions of rival fac- 
tions in Syria, and the friendship of the Romans, he gradually threw off again the foreign 
yoke, conquered, and thoroughly wasted Samaria to the north, and on the south compelled 
the Edomites to adopt the Jewish faith, including the rite of circumcision. This is one of the 
most memorable examples in Israelitish history of an attempt to enforce conversion, and is 
especially noticeable as having brought with it its own swift retribution. To these same cir- | 
cumcised Edomites belonged the family of that Herod who afterwards became the ‘ evil 
genius of the Asmonzans.’’2 We reserve until later an account of the violent party spirit, 
especially between the Pharisees and Sadducees, which now began to rage. Hyrcanus had 
the sagacity to adopt, in general, a wise middle course, although driven, as it would seem, 
late in life to take sides positively with the Sadducees. The extant coins of this reign are 
interesting as showing that the people still retained their political rights unimpaired. They 
bear the inscription: “ John the high priest and the Commonwealth of the Jews;” or “John, 
the high priest, Head of the Jewish Commonwealth.’’ The assembly (yepovela), afterwards 
developing into the Sanhedrin, was able to make its voice heard in all matters affecting the 
public weal. On the whole, the long reign of Hyrcanus may be characterized as brilliantly 
successful. Josephus,® while giving him the title of prince and high priest, also ascribes to 
him the gift of prophecy. Under him the Jewish people reached a decree of prosperity 
which had been unknown before, since the days of Solomon and David. But with him, too, 
that prosperity reached its culmination. The history that follows is little else than a sad 
record of domestic feuds and the intrigues of rival parties, until, after a little more than a 
single generation, the Roman power, at first invited in to arbitrate, stayed to dictate and to 
rule. 

Aristobulus I., the eldest of the sons of Hyrcanus, was designated by the latter for the 
Avistobulus Digh priesthood, while the political sovereignty was left to his widow. Such a 
I. s.c.105- change in the traditional order of government did not at all suit the ambitious 

Aristobulus, and he soon found means to remove his mother from the throne and 
cast her, together with his brothers, into prison. One brother alone, Antigonus, he per- 
mitted to share the government with him. Aristobulus was the first of the Asmonzan family 
who claimed for himself the title of king, and of all that had hitherto ruled he was the least 
worthy of it. His real name was Judas, and one might suppose that he would have borne it 
with pride in honor of the heroic Maccabeus, but his devotion to Greek ideas was predomi- 
nant. He was even known among his subjects under the contemptuous nickname of Phil- 
hellen (#AéAAnv), lover of the Greeks. He caused a Greek title to be inscribed on the 
national coins along with various emblems, which, in the eyes of a real Pharisee of the time, 
must have made contact with them seem almost like a transgression of the ceremonial law.4 
In the mean time, the leaven of dissension continued ominously to do its work. Antigonus, 
the best loved brother, fell a victim to the intrigues of the court and the suspicions of the 
king, whose own painful death followed soon after. 

It was one of the hitherto imprisoned brothers of Aristobulus J., Alexander Jannzeus, who 
succeeded him, making Alexandra (Heb., Salome), the former’s widow, who had released him 


1 See 1 Mace. xiv. 41, és 2 Of. Holtzmann, idem, p. 26. 
8 Antiq., xiii. 10, §§ 5, 7. 4 Cf. Graetz, iii. 103, and Schiirer, p 118. 


: GENERAL INTRODUCTION. 25 
Soe ee Ee eee 
from prison, his wife. His long reign was one continued series of conflicts with foreign and 
domestic foes. He had inherited the warlike spirit and taste of his ancestors, but Risgetder 
without their sagacity or self control. At one time his whole kingdom was at the Janneus. 
mercy of Ptolemy of Cyprus, and was saved to him only by the friendly inter- **” et 
vention of the latter’s mother and bitter opponent, Cleopatra of Egypt. At a later period 
his arms were more successful, and he made important conquests on the western coasts. But 
in its fearfully disastrous effects on the land of Judea these troubles from without were 
greatly overshadowed by those from within. Partisan spirit had made gigantic strides 
among the people since the death of Simon. The going over of the court, at the time of 
Hyreanus, to the side of the Sadducees, had not been the means of weakening the opposing, 
popular party, but quite the contrary. During his campaign against foreizn enemies Alexan- 
der had been able to keep tolerably clear of strife at home. But it was rather due, on both 
sides, to lack of occasion than of will. The high priest and king seems, indeed, to have been 
thoroughly despised and hated by the majority of his subjects. That there were sufficient 
grounds for it other than the mere spirit of party is evident. His ideas of ruling as well as 
his vices, were but little removed from those of a Belshazzar or an Ahasuerus. Daily, 
at his repasts, he flouted the self-respect of his subjects by intercourse with courtesans and 
the wildest sensual excesses. How could it be overlooked by those in whom the memory of 
the simplicity and self-renunciation of the Maccabzan period was still green? The first overt 
acts of rebellion took place at the Feast of Tabernacles. It was customary for the high priest 
on this occasion to make a libation of water from a silver basin upon the altar. But the 
practice was of Pharisaic origin, and, therefore, with the intention of casting contempt upon 
it, the king, in this case, instead of pouring the water upon the altar simply poured it upon 
the ground. A fearful popular tumult was the result, and those who were present in the 
temple, excited almost to frenzy, ventured even to pelt the king and high priest while en- 
gaged in his official duties with the citrons and other soft fruits with which, at such times, 
they were abundantly provided. The irascible Alexander was not the person to submit 
tamely to such an insult. He called up at once his foreign mercenaries, and six thousand 
persons were mercilessly cut down within the precincts of the temple. The hatred of the 
Pharisaic party was now inflamed to the last degree and the land became divided, as it were, 
into two great hostile camps, such as had existed in the evil times of the feuds between Judah 
and Israel. Shortly afterwards, Alexander, in a conflict with an Arab prince, fell into an 
ambuscade, lost his entire army, and escaped himself to Jerusalem only with his life. This 
was the opportunity for which his enemies had waited. A rebellion broke out that lasted six 
years, and was suppressed only with the aid of foreign troops, and at the cost of fifty thou- 
sand lives of Jewish subjects. In one stage of it the king was desirous of peace. He in- 
quired of the Pharisees with what terms they would be satisfied. Their reply well illustrates 
the utter impassableness of the gulf that divided the conflicting parties: “ The first condition 
to a permanent peace,’’ was the defiant answer, “is thy death.” Success subsequently 
crowning the arms of the king he had eight hundred of the leading rebels crucified in his 
presence, and while they were still alive their wives and children slaughtered before their 
eyes. Eight thousand others sought an asylum in foreign lands, a part in Syria and the rest 
in Egypt. The last days of Alexander, if we may trust the account of Josephus, were 
clouded with misgivings, and he bitterly regretted the unwise course he had taken with his 
opponents. According to another authority, however, he cherished his old feelings to the 
end, and strove to dispel the anxious forebodings of the queen with the words : ‘‘ Fear not 
the Pharisees, and fear not those who are not Pharisees. But fear the hypocrites — the 
varnished Pharisees — whose acts are the acts of Zimri, and who claim the reward of Phine- 
‘has.’’ Be this as it may, the Pharisees did not change in their feelings toward the king, but, 
with a rare display of intolerance and narrow-mindedness, long celebrated the anniversary 
of his death as a festival. 

Alexandra, who now became regent, appointed her eldest son, Hyrcanus II., a facile young 
man without strength of character, as high priest. Whatever may have been the ita haa 
advice given her by the late king, she acted, at least, on the principle that his pol- 3. 9. 78-69, 
icy toward the Pharisees had been radically wrong. Her own was just the op- 
posite of it. They were among her chief counselors. Josephus says of her: ‘¢ She ruled 
‘over others while she herself was ruled by the Pharisees.”1 She restored again to their full 
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force the various statutes which they had introduced and which, since the time of John Hyr- 
canus, had to a greater or less extent been disregarded. Thousands of prominent citizens, 
who, during the previous reign, had fled the country, were invited to return. The Sanhe- 
drin, under the direction of the queen’s supposed brother, Simon ben Shetah, and that of 
Judah ben Tabbai, took on a wholly different character. Important alterations were made 
in the services of the temple; new festivals were appointed, and the code relating to punish- 
ments not a little changed. In short, a general reaction took place, and, like all reactions of 
this character, especially when occurring under the influence of partisan zeal, it went too far. 
The Sadducees, in turn, became the persecuted party, and, among others, one of their most 
noted leaders, Diogenes, a favorite counselor of Alexander Janneus, fell a victim to the 
bloody excesses of their opponents. A spirit of retaliation ruled the hour. At last, the 
queen’s own son, Aristobulus II., headed a delegation, which petitioned the crown for a ces- 
sation of these unjustly discriminating, partisan measures. Still later, the same son revolted 
against the government, and had already got some of the most important fortresses of the 
land into his possession, when the queen died. 

And now began, between the two brothers Aristobulus and Hyrcanus, with their adherents, 
Aristobulus the eventful struggle for supremacy which ended with the haughty interference of 
IL, 8. ¢. 69- the Roman power and the irremediable loss of national independence. Unable to 
Se abi: withstand the superior force which Aristobulus brought against him, Hyrcanus 
gration! capitulated after a short resistance, and agreed to renounce his claim both to the 
office of high priest and to the crown. Subsequently, however, supported by the Idumzan 
Antipater and the Arabian prince, Aretas, he again took up the contest and defeated his 
brother in a battle that soon followed. Forsaken by most of his army, Aristobulus now took 
refuge on the temple-mountain and was there besieged. It was at this time that the interest- 
ing episode related by Josephus took place, in which a certain Onias, distinguished for the 
supposed efficacy of his prayers, had the leading part. He was, one day, brought by the 
partisans of Hyrcanus, who represented the Pharisees, to pray for the success of their efforts 
in subduing the party of Aristobulus. And this is said to have been his noble, courageous 
prayer: ‘‘ O God, the king of the whole world, since those that stand with me are thy peo- 
ple, and those that are besieged are thy priests [7. e. the party of the Sadducees], I beseech 
thee that thou wilt neither hearken to the prayers of those against these nor of these against 
those.”?? Without capacity to comprehend the grandeur of such a spirit the fanatical crowd, 
it is said, stoned the heroic old man till he died. Before this wretched, internecine conflict 
was finally decided, a messenger arrived from the victorious Pompey, already advancing 
through Asia Minor, who for the time being gave his influence in favor of the younger brother. 
Later, however, Pompey himself espoused the cause of Hyreanus, and after a siege of three 
months took possession of the temple-mountain, where the party of Aristobulus were strongly 
intrenched. A fearful massacre of twelve thousand Jews, inclusive of many priests who 
fell ministering at the altar, signalized the victory of the Roman arms. It was in the fall of 
the year B. Cc. 63, and during the consulate of Marcus Tullius Cicero, that the Roman eagles 
waved, for the first time, over the holy city. A sad change, indeed, it seems, when one re- 
flects simply on the loss of the national freedom which had been bought at so dear a price 
and enjoyed for a period of scarcely eighty years. But a change, on the other hand, not 
wholly unwelcome, when one thinks of the high priesthood in the hands of an Alexander 
Jannewus and the fratricidal sword in those of an Aristobulus II. In the mean time the Ro- 
man military power itself, as much as the Greek language and Greek philosophy, had its 
providential mission. And this mission was beautifully foreshadowed in the fact that the 
very captives whom Pompey dragged to Rome, to grace his triumphal entry, became, on 
the bank of the far-off Tiber, the nucleus and germ of a Christian church and an important 
centre of early Christian life. 

From one point of view, the Maccabeean struggle, looked upon as a whole, has almost the 
Scope of the @Ppearance of triviality. Such questions as those of Sabbath observance, the rite 
ASpaies of circumcision, distinction in food as clean or unclean, or even the freedom of 

temple worship, might not be supposed to be of sufficient importance to lead an 
entire people to stake its existence upon them. It is certainly not such questions that shape 
the politics and control the movements of armies at the present day. But it is to be remem- 
bered that under the theocratic government of the Jews, every matter of religion, however 
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trifling it might seem in itself, was also a matter of political and social economy. Moreover, 
it is clear from other and various considerations, that it was not simply zeal for ceremonial 
observances, that inspired the hearts of the Maccabzan heroes, important as these were felt 
to be by every right-thinking Israelite. It was a noble patriotism; it was a determination to 
defend at any cost, the right; it was an unselfish devotion to principles of righteousness and 
honor, such as found utterance from time to time, in the speeches of the creat Asmonzan 
chief and his successors: ‘* We fight for our lives and our laws.’? “The jeopardizing of a 
gallant soldier is to the end that he may deliver his people and win for himself a perpetual 
name.’’? And those last memorable words of Judas: ‘‘ If our time be come, let us die man- 
fully for our brethren, and leave behind no stain upon our honor.’? More than once these 
men showed that a broader spirit than that which developed itself in the later partisan con- 
flicts, characterized and inspired them. They did not hesitate, when circumstances required 
it, boldly to cut the web of irritating formalities with which they were invested. When, for 
instance, their enemies so far presumed upon their reverence for the Sabbath, as always to 
attack them on that day, they were not long in discovering a principle that lay deeper: that 
the Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath. They knew how to comfort 
themselves when deprived of the services of the temple, with the thought, not unworthy of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, that ‘‘ God did not choose the people for the place’s sake, but 
the place for the people’s sake.” 1 They thought it no crime to seek to strengthen themselves 
politically by means of alliances with foreign powers. Here and there, in short, there is 
pleasant evidence that these Maccabeean heroes fought for ideas as well as institutions, that, 
indeed, they were inspired by unutterable hopes of a better time to come. At the coronation 
of Simon as high priest and prince, we meet with an intimation whose mystery is solved only 
in the predictions of Isaiah and Malachi. These offices, it was said, were to remain heredi- 
tary in his family until there should ‘arise a faithful prophet.’? For him, then, in some 
sense, they still waited, and this expectation it was, so far as it had force, that gave to the 
whole contest with the Syrian oppressors an elevation of purpose, that of itself sufficed to 
redeem it from the charge of narrowness or triviality. The eye was sometimes, at least, 
turned toward the future. And especially after the struggle had ceased to be one almost of 
despair, and had become a victory, a real success, and the newly consecrated temple on 
Mount Moriah could be looked upon in friendly prophetic vision, as likely after all to become 
the gathering point of myriads from East and West, North and South, the stream of sacred 
exultant song began to flow again, and the mind to dwell with quickened courage and confi- 
dence on the glories of that kingdom, whose bounds were to reach from the rising of the 
sun to the going down of the same. 

But they were ‘‘ not all Israel that were of Israel.’? There were those who disputed, at 
times, the authority of the Maccabean leaders; disliked their breadth of spirit; ey ges 
preferred defeat to defending themselves on the seventh day; slavish submission ties. The 
rather than an alliance with heathen states; and, in fact, carried their conserva- Phtisees. 
tism, not infrequently, to the verge of treason. Once, for example, a number of Scribes went 
over to the side of Bacchides and the infamous Alcimus. And the ‘‘ Assideans were the 
first among the children of Israel that sought peace of them.” ? The secret was, that Alci- 
mus, ungodly wretch though he was known to be, happened to be in the regular Aaronic suc- 
cession! That was enough to draw these short-sighted Scribes away from the patriotic party 
at a most critical period of its history. So it came to pass that the brave little company that 
rallied around the banner of Judas and of Jonathan had to contend with divisions in its own 
ranks. There were Israelitish brethren who were ready to lend them their influence only so 
far as the contest was carried on in the interests of their own theological views. And hence, 
it happened, that one marked result of the struggle itself was the strengthening of such 
views, the tenfold bracing and hardening of the peculiar opinions respecting what it was that 
constituted Judaism and its mission. These opinions and prepossessions were sanctified, so 
to speak, by the sufferings that had been endured, and the blood that had been shed on their 
supposed behalf, so that they were lifted into ever greater prominence, became the shibboleth 
of parties and the matter of overshadowing importance in all subsequent history. We have 
spoken of the Assideeans, or Chasidim of the time of Judas Maccabeeus. There is little doubt 
that the principles which they advocated became afterwards the prevailing ones in Israel, 
were developed into those of the Pharisees, who early represented the party of the overwhelm- 

1 2 Mace. v. 19. 2 1 Mace. vii. 12, 13. 
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ing majority of the Jewish people. They were those who would have found fault with J udas 
for carrying in his battles the sword which he had won from the Syrian general, Apollonius, 
although there might have been adduced for it the excellent Scriptural example of David, 
who had wielded with such success the weapon of the uncircumcised Goliath. But they had 
another Scripture, a companion volume to Moses and the Prophets, whose leading principle 
was ceremonial purity. Since the days of Ezra it had been one of the absorbing tasks of the 
Scribes to bring this new Bible to perfection. And if, at the time of the Asmoneans, it was 
still incomplete, its essential requirements at least were well understood and were already in 
process of being carried out in the most painfully scrupulous observances. It was, in a word, 
a system of special, infinitesimal prohibitions and commands which was meant to reach, what 
the more ancient legislation, as it was supposed, did not, every separate detail of the daily 
life. Asa matter of fact, however, it served to weaken at its centre the very principle of 
obedience. It laid the emphasis on the letter more than on the spirit, and the commandment 
of God was made of no effect by the tradition.1 The Pharisees, indeed, did not hesitate 
while the Scriptures and tradition thus existed, and were used side by side, to give the de- 
cided preference to the latter. A certain rabbi, Eleazer from Modein, once ‘said: ‘* Who- 
ever interprets the Scriptures in opposition to tradition has no part in the future world.’’ 8 
We get from the books of the New Testament not a few graphic hints of what the system 


essentially and practically was. It required the making ‘‘ clean the outside of the cup and — 


platter ;”? had extended the rule of tithesto include ‘‘mint, anise, and cummin,” while 
neclecting the ‘‘ weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and truth;”’ had greatly 


multiplied the number of fasts and encouraged the unseemly custom of prayers at the street 


” 


corners ‘‘ to be seen of men.” A painful minuteness and strictness attached particularly to 


- the observance of the Sabbath. No one, for example, on that day was permitted to go more 


than a thousand steps from his dwelling. Even the rubbing out of kernels of wheat, or the 
healing of the sick, was looked upon as a transgression of the later code. The Mishna enu- 
merates thirty-nine different kinds of activity that were positively forbidden on the Sabbath. 
The day itself was lengthened and made to begin before the setting of Friday’s sun in har- 
mony with the exaggerated character of the whole system. And such, in general, was the 
burdensome nature of its myriad precepts, effectually crushing out not only all spontaneity of 
soul but all sensitiveness of conscience and making the spiritual life solely a matter of ma- 
chine-like routine and dreary outward observances. 

To say, now, that Pharisecism was the immediate result of the Maccabzean contest would be 
to take no account of forces that began to work before it sprang up and which, as we have 
seen, continued to. work to its close. But this contest, from its very nature, served greatly 
to strengthen that which formed the nerve and sinew of Pharisecism, that which is clearly 
represented in the name Pharisee (WATE) that is, national and moral separatism. Still it 
ought to have been known that all efforts at mere outward uniformity, resting on no deep 
moral and universally acknowledged principles, however violent and long continued they 
might be, could never produce a real unity. How often since and at what fearful costs has 
the experiment been made, to end as that of the Pharisees ended, and sometimes with even 
more fatal results ! 

Sadduceeism was a natural reaction from the teachings of the Chasidim and their sueces- 
By Me sors and became its theological, political, and social counterpoise. What streneth 
ducoas. the Pharisaic party had already gained at the time of John Hyrcanus, appears 

from the circumstance that certain of its leaders on one oceasion dared to insult 
and brave the king himself when surrounded by his courtiers, in his own palace. On the 


ground of an old scandal, that his mother had not always been true to her marriage vows, 


they openly called in question his right to the position he occupied. Up to this period, as it 
would seem, the Maccabean family had been identified, to a greater or less degree, with the 
Pharisaic party. But this public insult they made the occasion for demonstratively break- 
ing with it and going over to the side of its opponents, and Sadduceeism comes, for the first 
time, into special prominence. The origin of the name Sadducee is in dispute, but most 
likely it is derived from Zadok, who was high priest at the time of David.4 They were de- 
scendants or adherents of this family just as the Herodians mentioned in the New Testa- 
ment ® were adherents and partisans of the family of Herod. All that we know of their 
1 Cf. Mark vii, 18. 
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history serves to.confirm this view of their origin. As over against the Pharisees, who were 
the party of the people, they were the gentry, the aristocracy, nobility of the land. The 
priests, generally, though not universally, were Sadducees. So it continued to be in the 
time of the Apostles, as we read in the Acts (v.17): ‘‘ Then the high priest rose up, and 
all that were with him — which is the sect of the Sadducees — and were filled with indigna- 
tion.’? They were those who insisted on the preéminence of thé temple and its services, as 
opposed to the growing influence of the synagogues, where Pharisaism had its stronghold. 
The Pharisees, on the other hand, relatively depreciated the temple, and as the Saviour him- 
self showed, often foolishly and inconsistently, holding, for example, the gold of the temple, 
i. e., its golden vessels and ornamentation, as of greater sacredness than the building.} 
While accepting the Scriptures as their rule of faith and practice, — although without dis- 
playing any great devotion to them, — the Sadducees did not accept anything else as on an 
equality with them, rejecting with ridicule and contempt the oral law held in such high es- 
teem by their opponents. ‘‘ See,’’ they were accustomed to say, ‘‘these Pharisees will 
purify in the end the sun itself.’’? So, too, the hair-splitting of the latter with respect to 
* moral precepts and rules was utterly distasteful to them. It was held by the Pharisees, for 
example, that the Scriptures must be copied on parchment made from the skins of animals 
ceremonially clean, since, otherwise, these holy books themselves could not be safely 
handled. To which the Sadducees ironically replied: ‘*‘ We complain of you, Pharisees, who 
affirm that the Scriptures will pollute the hands while the writings of Homer do not.’’ 8 
With respect to dogmas; the rule of Providence; the destiny of the soul; the existence of 
¥neels and the like, their attitude, in general, was not one of special partisanship but rather 
of indifference. Still they not only would not go beyond what the Scriptures taught on these 
subjects, but from a uatural spirit of opposition to Pharisaism did not allow to them their 
full force.t The priestly aristocracy, moreover, could not but have been more influenced than 
others by foreign life and ideas as coming into closer contact with them. Hence, too, it 
would be a matter of personal interest with them to reject the popular notion of national 
isolation, and, with their wealth and love of ease, it was not strange that they had no taste 
for the subtile refinements and burdensome precepts inculcated by their opponents. But 
their own hereditary rights they were ever ready to defend against encroachments. Fearful, 
indeed, was the struggle that went on during the last century before Christ, one example of 
which we have already noticed in connection with the reign of Alexander Janneus. Yet, 
it was not doubtful how such a conflict would finally end : the people against the aristocracy, 
the synagogues against the temple. In the very next reign, after Alexander Janneus had 
striven with all his might to crush them out, the Pharisees come again into power and wield 
an influence that is wider than ever. The circle of the one was ever increasing, that of the 
other continually diminishing. The Pharisee compassed sea and land to make one proselyte. 
He artfully insinuated himself into the good-will of the masses. “Do not separate thyself 
from the congregation,” was one of his maxims. And it is mentioned as a marked excellence 
of a certain predecessor of Hillel,—and an excellence it was if prompted by a real humanity, 
— that his house opened toward the street, and that the poor found with him the welcome of 
children. Thus, one point after another was slowly won: the management of the temple 
services; the regulation of the festivals; the mitigation of the severities of the penal code as 
in the interests of the people; the control of the Sanhedrin; and the final grapple was just at 
hand when both parties went down together in the common ruin. 

It will not be out of place to speak here, also, of the sect of the Essenes, since their origin 
may, apparently, be traced to the same general causes which produced the two 
great national parties just described. They first make their appearance in the 
time of the Asmonzan Jonathan, and Josephus relates that one of their prophets predicted 
the murder of Antigonus by his royal brother. They never gained, however, a very exten- 
sive following, their numbers in Palestine at the beginning of the Christian era being reck- 
oned at only four thousand. They were ascetics, and their asceticism, if we may trust Jose- 
phus,® was rather Pythagorean than Jewish. Excluded from the temple on account of their 
rejection of sacrifices, they formed a class by themselves. A prolonged and severe probation 
was necessary in order to gain admission to it. An axe and an apron were given to. candi- 
dates during the first year’s novitiate, the first as a symbol of labor, the second, of purifica- 
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tion. They abstained from the eating of meat, and as a rule, from marriage. Their meals 
they regarded as a sort of religious exercise. To the Sabbath they accorded an even stricter 
observance than the Pharisees, their rules not allowing that so much asa call of nature be 
attended to on that day. The practice of ceremonial purification, also, was carried to a pain- 
ful extreme. No food could be eaten that was not prepared by a member of the order. They 
showed a special reverence for the sun, which amounted, in fact, to little less than idolatry. 
Their pursuits were peaceful, and they opposed alike war and slavery. Their few wants were 
supplied from a common treasury and all luxury and pleasure were carefully eschewed. Tn 
short, this body represents within itself a strange mixture of exaggerated Pharisaic tradi- 
tions, combined with some unmistakable elements of pure heathenism. Its origin must be 
sought in the extraordinary associations and influences to which the Jewish people were at 
this time exposed. The Therapeute have been regarded by some as simply a branch of the 
Essenes, whose principles led them to the adoption of a contemplative rather than an active 
life. But there seems to be, at present, a growing conviction that the work attributed to 
Philo, in which this sect is described, is a forgery, and that the sect itself had an existence 
only in the brain of some person who meant to give a picture of ideal asceticism.’ 

Naturally, the government of the purely Greek cities of Palestine, as of the neighboring 
Political countries of which we have spoken, was modeled after that to which the inhabi- 
constitution. tants had been accustomed in their native land. It consisted of a council, often 
The local : ceo 
governing made up of several hundred persons, to which all matters of public interest were, 
bodies.” by general consent, referred. In the distinctively Jewish regions of Palestine, Oy 


the other hand, that is to say, in Judea and in parts of Galilee, regulations derived from the 


Mosaic code remained, to a considerable extent, in foree down to the late New Testament 
times. As far as these had been dependent on the constitution and relations of the various 
tribes and families they ceased, as a matter of course, to be in operation as soon as the tribal 
relations and genealogies of families fell into confusion. Every place of any considerable 
size was provided with a local court, consisting of not less than seven persons, who took cogni- 
zance of all civil and ecclesiastical questions requiring judicial decision.2 At first, these local 
courts were composed exclusively of Levites; later, however, they were made up of a class of 
Scribes, who might be specially fitted by knowledge and experience for the responsible post. 
Trials and hearings took place in the synagogue, and were held ordinarily on market days, 
in order the better to accommodate those living at a distance. Punishment, also, on convic- 
tion, was not infrequently administered on the spot. ‘* Beware of men,’’ said our Saviour to 
the twelve, ‘‘ for they will deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge you in their 
synagogues.” 4 The Mosaic law permitted, in no case of chastisement, more than forty blows 
to be given. And the rabbis, in order to be on the safe side, had them limited to thirty-nine. 
Paul, it will be remembered, relates that five times he had received, of the Jews, forty stripes 
save one.® Such cases alone as involved points about which the judges of the local courts 
were not clear what decision ought to be given, were referred to Jerusalem. In the larger 
places the number of judges seems to have been greater, the Mishna stating that a city which 
had at least one hundred and twenty men, was entitled to a Sanhedrim of twenty-three per- 
sons.° In Jerusalem, in fact, there were several such smaller courts, which, however, were 
naturally limited and overshadowed in their activity by the so-called Great Sanhedrim. 

The origin of the Great Sanhedrin of seventy-one members in Jerusalem is uncertain. 
aenee Among the later suppositions is that of Kuenen, encouraged by Schiirer,” that it 
Sanhedrin, first arose in the time of the earlier Ptolemies, who sought in this way to win for 

themselves the support of the Jewish nobility; and that of Keim,8 that it dates 
from about the year B. c. 107, when Philhellenism began, in a noticeable manner, to force its 
way into Judea. The name is of Greek derivation, and its first appearance as the title of a 
Jewish court is after the beginning of the Roman dominion.® There is little doubt, however, 
that this is but another designation for the Senate (yepovcta), of which we read occasionally 
in the works that sprang up during the Maccabean period, or shortly subsequent to it! In 
the New Testament this body is often mentioned, and it continued to exist until the destruc- 
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tion of Jerusalem, A. p. 70. It was composed, as we have said, of seventy-one members, of 
whom one third formed a quorum sufficient for the transaction of business. An interesting 
feature of the assemblies was the regular attendance as listeners of a considerable number of 
young men, Jewish students, who thus familiarized themselves with the details of its rules 
and methods. Its meetings, unlike those of the smaller bodies of which we have just spoken, 
were, or might be held daily, with the exception of the Sabbath and usual holidays. It was 
made up of priests, elders, and scribes, and the high priest presided at the sittings. Aimong 
the priests were included any who had served as high priest, as well as, in general, members of 
such leading families as had furnished the incumbents of this office. The elders were gener- 
ally distinguished laymen, but might, also, include priests. The scribes were depended on 
for the interpretation of all abstruse points of law. Both Pharisees and Sadducees had seats 
in the body, although, in the later times, the former seem to have been in the majority or, at 
least, to have wielded the greater influence. Before the Great Sanhedrin were brought such 
questions for decision as the settlement of disputed texts of Scripture, the appointment of the 
time for the various festivals, all weightier points relating to marriage and inheritance, the 
proper theocratic form of contracts, and the like. As distinguished from the lower courts it 
was the administrative and judicial body for all matters that were distinctively theological, 
although,*as the Jewish Commonwealth was constituted, the distinction between civil and 
theological questions was not very marked. Our Lord was cited before the Sanhedrin for 
assuming to be the Messiah; Peter and John, on the ground of teaching false doctrine ; 

ephen, for blasphemy ; and Paul, for transgressing the rules of the temple. And, as we 
notice in the earlier history of Paul, the decisions of the Sanhedrin, at Jerusalem, were bind- 
ing on the Jews outside of Palestine.t The ordinary place of meeting was in one of the 
buildings connected with the temple. It has been generally supposed that a change to 
another locality was made a short time before the beginning of the Christian era; but Schiirer ? 
has shown that this was not the case. Irregular, and especially night sessions, at which time 
the gate of the temple-mountain was closed and under watch, might have been held elsewhere, 
as in the case of our Saviour’s trial, which was held in the palace of the high priest. It has, 
indeed, been denied by recent writers (Jost, Graetz, Hilgenfeld, Leyrer), that a regularly 
organized Sanhedrim existed at the time of our Lord’s trial, but the affirmative has been 
successfully defended, among others by such scholars as Schenkel,* Wieseler,> Keim,® Haus- 
rath,’ and Schiirer.® 

It has been already indicated, in general, in speaking of the functions of the Great Assem- 
bly, what the duties of the scribe, in the original conception of the office, were. 
But with the growth of the so-called oral law, and of the Pharisaic principle that 
the entire life of the individual Jew in its smallest particular must be included within an un- 
broken network of precepts and prohibitions, the profession of scribe took on quite another 
character. From being a simple copyist of the original Scriptures, as the title scribe would 
naturally suggest, he rose to the dignity of teacher, law-giver, and judge, and, with the ex- 
ception of the high priest, no one enjoyed a greater influence among the people. The orig- 
inal aim of the Pharisees, to bring every individual Jew under the rule of the Mosaic institu-. 
tions, was obviously a good one. The means, however, which they adopted to bring it about 
cannot but be regarded as childishly inadequate and unwise. Cognizance was taken of every 
act, even to the brushing of the teeth and the washing of the hands; every act was looked 
upon as lawful or unlawful, as a merit or asa sin. The fourth commandment, for instance, 
as we have already said, was enlarged in the schools of the rabbis to embrace thirty-nine 
different prohibitions. But this was not all. Each one of these separate prohibitions was 
itself subdivided, and defined, and atomized to an extent that is almost incredible. The 
thirty-second one, for example, was directed against writing. It was further defined as fol- 
lows: “He who writes two letters [of the alphabet] whether they are of one kind or of dif- 
ferent kinds, with the same, or with different sorts of ink, in one language, or in different 
languages, is guilty. He who forgets himself and writes two letters is guilty, whether he 
write with ink or with coloring matter, with red chalk, with gum, with vitriol, or with what- 
soever makes a mark that remains. Further, he who writes on two walls which run together, 
or on two pages of an account-book so that one can read it continuously, is guilty. He is 
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guilty who writes on his body. If one write in a dark fluid, in the juice of fruit, in the dust 
of the road, in scattered sand; or, in general, in anything where the writing does not remain, 
he is not guilty. If one write with the hand turned about, with the foot, with the mouth, 
with the elbow; if further, one adds a letter to what is already written, or draw a line over 


such writing; if one intending to make a TT makes simply two 1; or when one writes one 
letter on the earth and another on the walls of the house, or on the leaves of a book, so that 
they cannot be read together, he is not guilty. When he twice forgets and writes two letters, 
one in the morning and the other in the evening, according to rabbi Gamaliel, he is guilty ; 
the learned [however] declare him not guilty.’’? : 

This is no exaggerated specimen, but one of thousands, of what it was that occupied the 

thoughts and absorbed the activities of the scribes of the later times. It suffices 
Rabbinism to show the spirit that animated them, and so, too, the great ruling party of the 
Sad Pharisees. Indeed, it was the Pharisees who were the originators and directors 
of the movement, and the scribes, while forming a distinct profession, a learned body by 
themselves and not belonging exclusively to the.party of the Pharisees, were yet their willing 
agents. It is a significant circumstance that in the New.Testament times the relations of the 
two had become so intimate that their names are sometimes used interchangeably.?_ What 
the natural results of such a state of things would be it is easy to conceive. First, upon the 
scribes themselves. In the schools they were the originators and teachers of this vast, com- 
plex, painfully, and at the same time, ludicrously minute system of external rules and checks, 
by means of which it was expected that the Jews would attain their destiny as the chosef® 
people of God. In the synagogues they were the acknowledged expounders of the same, and 
_at* every opportunity, by admonition and appeal, brought it home to the hearts and con- 
sciences of their fellow Israelites. And finally, in the courts, they were virtually the judges 
to decide upon all cases of transgression, and to determine the character and extent of the 
punishment to be inflicted on the offender. The scribe, in short, had made himself indispen- 
sable at every point and turn of life. It would not be surprising, if with some exceptions, 
such a commanding influence should work with most damaging effect upon him. And we 
find this to be the case. Though nominally giving their services and supporting themselves 
by other means, it could be said of them, in their greed of gain and hypocrisy, as a class, that 
they devoured widows’ houses and for a pretense made long prayers. They arrogated to 
themselves the most honorary titles; demanded from their pupils a submission and reverence 
greater than that which was accorded to parents; loved to be saluted in public places; dressed 
in a most ostentatious manner; demanded for themselves the first places in the synagogues 
and at private feasts, and thereby, in all, brought down upon themselves the greater condem- 
nation. And the effect upon the people was no less disastrous. The whole matter of religion 
became simply a matter of externalities. The really fundamental and important precepts of 
the Mosaic law were almost hopelessly covered up and lost sight of under this enormous mass 
of mere rabbinical rubbish. The worthless and absurd chiefly occupied the attention. Twelve 
tracts of the Mishna treat solely of the subject of what things are to be regarded as clean and 
what unclean, and in what the process of purification consists. The sole question, in the end, 
came to be, not what is right, but what is forbidden. Moral freedom and spontaneity gave 
place to a weary, mechanical following of a prescribed course. For the really earnest soul 
life could not have been otherwise than a pitiable round of uninteresting and burdensome 
duties; for the rest —a keen effort by hook or by crook to evade the same.t And we see 
how well deserved were the denunciations, which One, to whom, also, the name of rabbi was 
given, but who taught not as the scribes, so often uttered against this terrible perversion of 
the teachings of Moses and the prophets. 

It is well known that for more than a century before the Christian era the Hebrew had 
Lanai ceased to be a living language. The changes which took place in it after the 
eee Exile were, however, very gradual. The prophets who wrote at its close, show 

_in their works no special traces of an Aramaic influence. The old theory that 
the Israelites forgot their mother tongue in Babylon is now generally abandoned. The 
sources from which it was most affected were rather the lands that bordered on Palestine, 
with which its people had continual intercourse. The Aramaic became the language of com- 

1 See the Tract of the Mishna on the Sabbath, cited by Schiirer, p. 484. 
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mon life for a considerable period before it was used in writing. The books of Ecclesiasticus, 
Judith, and 1 Maccabees were undoubtedly composed in Hebrew. Especially, at the time of 
the Seleucide, when the Jews were brought under the rule of a people speaking Aramaic, this 
language must have made the greatest progress in Palestine toward becoming the vernacular. 
It is matter of doubt how far, in connection with the Syro-Chaldaic or Aramaic, the Greek 
tongue became a medium of communication among the people generally.1_ There were, cer- 
tainly, many influences at work during the last two centuries before Christ to effect for i¢ an 
entrance into Palestine. It was the court language of the Ptolemies and the Seleucid, Ag 
we have already seen, Judea was fairly surrounded with enterprising Greek cities. The 
Greek and not Latin must have been employed by the Jews in their intercourse with their 
Roman conquerors. According to the Talmud there were four hundred and eighty syna- 
gogues in Jerusalem alone, where Jews from abroad assembled at the great feasts to the 
number of hundreds of thousands for worship, and where, naturally, the Greek tongue was 
used.? It is said of Paul, on one oceasion, that he received permission to speak to the people 
in Jerusalem, and when they perceived that he would address them in Aramaic they gave 
the more marked attention. From which it may be inferred that they had expected he 
would speak to them in Greek, and further, that they would have understood the same. It 
has been suggested, moreover, that the LXX. must have found some readers in Palestine 
outside of the Hellenistic synagogues or the circle of the learned scribes. The translation of 
the Scriptures into Aramaic —the Targums— did not appear until after the beginning of 

era. And it may be supposed that not a few even of those who did not belong strictly 
to the learned classes would desire to possess the Bible in Greek, which, to say the least, 
they could understand far better than the original Hebrew. It is also a weighty fact that 
the writers of the New Testament employ the LXX. as though it were their own, and as 
though it were in common use in Palestine. 

Since in Part IT. of this Introduction the subject of the literature of this period, including 
the question of the Palestinian and Alexandrian canons, is to be fully treated, it ime jews of 
may be now omitted. But the objects of the present review would seem to de- the Disper- 
mand, at this point, some further notice of the Jews of the Dispersion, especially °°” 
of the spiritual atmosphere that was breathed by those of Alexandria and the philosophy of 
religion, which, accordingly, was there deyeloped. By far the larger part of the Jewish 
people were at this time outside of Palestine. It is well known that but comparatively few of 
those who, at different periods since the ninth century before Christ, and especially at the 
time of the Babylonian captivity, were removed from the country, ever returned again. Ten 
of the original twelve tribes became, as such, wholly lost to view. Under the reign of the 
Ptolemies and the Seleucid, as before noticed, the work of depopulation went on. Antio- 
ehus ILI. introduced into Asia Minor at one time, under favorable conditions, no less than ten 
thousand Jewish families, — they were taken, however, in this case from the regions of Mes- 
opotamia and Babylon,—that they might serve as a support for his throne. In a letter of 
Agrippa to Caligula, preserved by Philo, the following graphic description of Judaism out- 
side of Palestine is given: ‘‘ Jerusalem is the capital not alone of Judza, but, by means of 
colonies, of most other lands also. These colonies have been sent out, at fitting opportuni- 
ties, into the neighboring countries of Egypt, Phoenicia, Syria, Cele-Syria, and the further 
removed Pamphylia, Cilicia, the greater part of Asia as far as Bithynia and the most remote 
corners of Pontus. In the same manner, also, into Europe: Thessaly, Beotia, Macedon, 
ZBtolia, Attica, Argos, Corinth, and the most and the finest parts of the Peloponnesus. And 
not only is the mainland full of Israelitish communities, but also the most important islands: 
Eubea, Cyprus, Crete. And I say nothing of the countries beyond the Euphrates, for all 
of them, with unimportant exceptions, Babylon and the satrapies that include the fertile dis- 
tricts lying around it, have Jewish inhabitants.’?® From other sources we know that this 
statement of Agrippa is not exaggerated. So numerous were the Jews in the East that they 
were able, at the beginning of our era, to found at Nahardea an independent kingdom, which 
though afterwards subdued by the Babylonians, continued to be occupied chiefly by them. 


1 See Roberts, Discussions on the Gospels, and on the general subject of this section: the Introds. of Bleek and Keil; 
Niéldeke in Schenkel’s Bib. Lez., art. ‘’ Hebriiische Sprache ; *? Bohl, pp. 71-110; and Holtzmann, idem, pp. 63, 54. 
2 Cf. Acts vi. 9. 8 Acts xxii. 2. 
4 See, in addition to the Histories of Graetz, Herzfeld, and Jost, Schiirer, pp. 619-647 ; Holtamann, idem, pp. 82-91, and 
Frankel, Monatsschrift, 1853, Hefte 11 and 12, and 1854, pp. 401-418, 489-450. 
5 Cf. Schiirer, p. 620. 
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Even the Romans in the year B. c. 40, represented by the legate P. Petronius, regarded it as 
a dangerous experiment to excite the hostility of this powerful people settled along the banks 
of the Euphrates.1 At Adiabene, the present Kurdistan, they enjoyed so great influence 
that the royal family itself adopted the Jewish religion. At Antioch they formed a respecta- 
ble portion of the population, and had, as at Alexandria, their own ethnarch or alabarch. 
According to Josephus there were, on a single occasion, during the wars with the Romans, 
ten thousand Jews put to death at Damascus; and the same writer affirms that eight thousand 
of this nation, living in Rome, gave their support to a deputation which had been sent to 
Augustus by their brethren of Palestine.2 We have already seen how early the Jewish 
emigration to Egypt began, and what immense proportions it afterwards assumed. ‘Their 
council of seventy elders enjoyed an influence only second to that of the Sanhedrim at Jeru- 
salem. Their magnificent synagogue was the resort of such multitudes that no single voice 
could reach them, and a flag was therefore used to give the appropriate signal when, after a 
prayer or benediction, the responsive ‘‘ Amen’’ was expected from the people. ‘ 
The Jews of the Dispersion, wherever they might be found, and under whatever unfavor- 
able circumstance, with but rare individual exceptions, remained true to their 
heetenadty f national faith and customs. Other nationalities, and many of them, were simply 
aos swallowed up in the great Grecian and Roman empires, leaving scarcely a trace 
behind. The Jews, on the other hand, in whatever lands, east or west, north or 
south, they had colonized, remained as distinct in their peculiarities, offered as bold a con- 
trast in social usages and religious belief, with their neighbors around them, as did the peo; 
ple of Judea with those of Egypt and of Babylon. With their monotheistic creed, supported 
by an unconquerable national pride, a past signalized by glorious, divine interpositions, and a 
future full of the brightest promise, it is not so much a matter of wonder. Moreover, the 
Mosaic law, which they carried with them in written form into the uttermost parts of the 
earth, under the manipulations of the wily scribes, had already become a hedge so impenetra- 
ble that no deviation from it, short of absolute apostasy, was easily possible. So, too, in- 
numerable synagogues and proseuche, which sprang up according to need on every hand, 
being as well attractive centres of social and religious life as civil courts where Israelitish 
justice was dispensed, were no less a potent means to unite in indissoluble bonds the scattered 
people to one another, to their traditional usages and their native land. At the same time, 
the great central attraction, the beloved temple at Jerusalem, was not for a moment forgotten. 
The regularly recurring national festivals were always heralded with astronomical exactness 
from this point. Hundreds of thousands, from every part of the world, made each year their 
pilgrimage to its sacred precincts. The high priest at Jerusalem still remained, for all, the 
sovereign representative of Jewish national dignity and religion. The Sanhedrin there was 
the last court of appeal from supposed unjust decisions in the synagogues whether on the 
Nile, the Euphrates, or the Tiber. Contributions of fabulous sums flowed in one continuous - 
stream from the faithful children of the covenant into the temple treasury. Regular places 
of collection, as at Nisibis, Nahardea, for vast regions of country were appointed, and at cer- 
tain fixed seasons delegations, often consisting, for safety’s sake, of thousands of persons, and 
headed by members of the noblest families, conveyed these free-will offerings to the sacred 
city. And so Jerusalem was, in fact, as Agrippa had declared, the capital of a mighty com- 
monwealth whose bounds were more extensive than those of the realm of Alexander. And 
amidst crumbling empires, then and now, this people furnishes a most instructive example of 
the importance of recognizing moral, as well as political and social forces in the life of states. 
We have shown that the Jews were but comparatively little affected in their dispersion by 
the heathen life with which they were surrounded. Heathenism, however, felt 
_ in no slight degree the influence of Judaism. The term proselyte (mpoohdvros) 
was applied to such strangers as embraced the Jewish faith. At and before the beginning of 
the Christian era they might have been reckoned by hundreds of thousands, if not millions. 
The frequent allusions to them by classical writers of the period is a significant fact, even 
though such allusions generally take the form of ridicule or contempt. At Rome, ue im- 
perial concubine was numbered among them, and, at Damaseus, nearly all the better class of 
1 Of. Schurer, 621. 2 Wars of the Jews, ii, 20, § 2,and 6, § 1; ef. Antig., xvii. 11, § 1. 
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women. The New Testament, it will be remembered, gives us an account of a Roman cen- 
turion at Capernaum who loved the Jewish nation and had built a synagogue;} and of 
another who imitated the subject people in fasting, prayer, and the giving of alms.? Previous 
to the Exile, proselytism had been mostly a matter of forcing the Jewish religion upon subju- 
gated peoples or individual slaves. Even under the Asmonean dynasty such examples of en- 
forced conversion, as in the case of the Idumeans and Itureans, were not unknown. But, 
as a rule, in the later times, and as a matter of course after the Jews had lost their politival 
power, the step was voluntarily taken. There were abundant grounds for it. The Jews en- 
joyed a freedom from military service and other civil privileges that were not granted to 
others. Their successful industry and commercial, prosperity were proverbial and must have 
made a profound impression on their heathen neighbors. Sometimes, too, there may have 
been social reasons, as particularly the desire for intermarriage, that prompted to the step. 
But most of all the positive religious faith of the Jewish people having its basis in a written 
canon as over against a prevailing skepticism, or the empty forms of a materialistic worship, 
found a natural response in the deeper longings of many a human soul. That such a case as 
that of Cornelius of ‘‘ the Italian band ’’ was not a solitary one is evident. 

There were two classes of proselytes: the so-called proselytes of the gate, whose name 
seems to have been derived from the frequent formula of Scripture, “the stranger that is with- 
in thy gates,’’ and the proselytes of righteousness. It was only the latter, who having been 
baptized and, if men, circumcised, and having brought an appointed offering, were admitted 
to the full rights of the theocracy. Their number, as compared with the former class, was 
small. Proselytes of the gate, on the other hand, bound themselves to avoid the following 
things: blasphemy, idolatry, murder, uncleanness, theft, disobedience towards the authori- 
ties, and the eating of flesh with its blood. The social position of proselytes, especially in 
the later times, was a peculiarly hard one. Despised and hated by their own people, they 
were distrusted also by the Jews, and conditions of the most stringent character came to be 
enacted for the purpose of excluding supposed unworthy candidates. 

The Jews of the Dispersion may properly be divided into two great classes: those that 
made use of the Greek language and the Septuagint version of the Bible, and 
those who spoke Aramaic. Of the former, next to Jerusalem, and in some re- auiea pasion 
spects above Jerusalem, Alexandria in Egypt was the great spiritual, as well as ese § 
commercial centre. Of the peculiar religious philosophy which during the last i 
two centuries before Christ there developed itself, and left so deep an impression on the re- 
ligious thought of many succeeding centuries, we will now, in closing the present section, 
briefly speak. A philosophy of religion among the Jews appears, at first thought, an un- 
warranted expression. How could they who, on the intellectual and religious side, secluded 
themselves so sedulously from all intercourse with neighboring peoples and were fully deter- 
mined to give no admission to their sacrilegious notions concerning God and religious matters, 
come to feel any need of a religious philosophy, or to have any inclination for it. The reason 
was that the attempted seclusion, especially in Alexandria, was far from complete, the spir- 
itual blockade inadequate to accomplish its purpose. It was inevitable that Greek ideas 
would follow the Greek language, and as soon as the doors were opened widely enough to 
admit the Septuagint version, some other means of defense than simple attempts to exclude 
and ignore the supposed hostile force were imperative. Hence began the period of com- 
promise. Hellenism and the Hellenistic philosophy were an effort to harmonize the revela- 
tion of the Old Testament with the current and dominant teachings of Plato, Aristotle, and 
Pythagoras. Jewish scholars, like the author of the Book of Wisdom, like Aristobulus and 
Philo, did not intend by any means to surrender anything essential to their faith, but, on the 
-contrary, to win for their own prophets and wise men, even among the Greeks, a position 
higher than that held by their most admired philosophers. They hoped to beat the enemy 
on his own ground. Philo, in one place, even bravely expresses the thought that the Serip- 
tures which in the original tongue had been accessible to so few comparatively might now, 
that they were translated into Greek, become the means of salvation to the greater part, if 
not indeed, the whole of mankind.® We may, therefore, admire and commend, in general, 
the apparent aim of these philosophic defenders of the Jewish faith without at all approving 


1 Luke vii. 5. 2 Acts x. 2, 80. 8 Jos., Antiq., xiii. 9, § 1. 4 Jos., Antiq., xiv. 10, § 3. 

5 See Lipsius in Schenkel’s Bib, Lex., art. * Alex. Philosophie ;” Muller in Herzog’s Real-Encyk., art. * Philo ;” Dahne; 
Gfrérer ; Kuenen, iii. 168-206; Freudenthal, Hellenistische Studien ; and other authorities given in Schiirer, p. 648. 

6 De Vita Mosis, ii. 140. 


36 THE APOCRYPHA. 


(et a anemic Se 
the means that they adopted. That would be impossible. They acted indeed, as though 
they were ashamed to have the Scriptures, in the simple and natural form of their teachings, 
brought into comparison with the refined subtilties of the Greek philosophers. Something 
corresponding to these subtilties, something spun out of their own brains, must therefore be 
first introduced into the sacred national literature to render it fit to be put in circulation 
among intelligent Greeks. From our point of view, however, the impression is irresistible 
that such a state of things implies, on the part of these Jewish thinkers themselves, a kind of 
intellectual and spiritual apostasy. It would seem that in their own judgment the Scriptures 
were not on a level with the philosophical and religious development of the age in which 
they lived, and needed no little tinkering in order to bring them to the required standard. 
Or, on the other hand, if we suppose, as perhaps we ought, that Philo and others were really 
sincere in thinking that what they deduce from the Scriptures was actually contained in 
them, then we can give them credit for but a small amount of common sense and an exceed- 
ingly low estimate of what is required by any reasonable theory of Biblical inspiration and 
hermeneutics. 

The first evidences of a philosophizing spirit on the part of the Jews of Alexandria ap- 
Rise of the peared at a comparatively early period. We have already alluded to a certain 
allegorical Ezekiel who dramatized in Greek the history of the departure of the Israelites 
eae from Egypt, an elder Philo, who wrote an epic poem on Jerusalem, and a Theodo- 
tion. tus, who, likewise, in the form of Epic verse described the history of ancient 
Sychem. At about the same time, contemporaneously perhaps, with the origin of the LXX., | 
we meet with efforts to introduce Biblical ideas into Greek works. The text of Homer, for 
instance, in the Odyssey (v. 262), was changed so as to convey the meaning that God fin- 
ished the work of creation in seven days. The L.XX. itself, moreover, is not without clear 
traces of a like tendency to curry favor with the popular, philosophical conceptions of the 
time. Especially is there a perceptible effort to soften down as much as possible the anthro- 
pomorphic representations of the being and activity of God, and the idea that he comes per- 
sonally in contact with the visible creation.1_ So the name Jehovah (Jahveh) instead of be- 
ing transferred bodily into the Greek, like any other proper name, and written with Greek 
letters, is translated by the expression, the Lord. It is true that Alexandrian Judaism does 
not, in this respect, go much beyond the ideas and usages that prevailed also in Palestine at 
the same time. Still, these examples show a spirit already ripe whose fullest development 
was the religio-philosophical system of an Aristobulus and a Philo. ‘The definite and unmis- 
takable form which it takes in certain of the Old Testament Apocrypha we have elsewhere 
sufficiently illustrated. It appears, also, in various pseudepigraphal works of the period, 
particularly in the so-called Epistle of Aristeas? and in the Jewish Sibyls.? But the spirit 
and method of the entire school, if so it may be called, is best studied in its chief repre- 
sentatives. F 

Aristobulus, if we may trust the accounts which we have of him and a later writer did not 
assume the name of an earlier, lived at Alexandria in the time of Ptolemy Philo- 
meter (cir. B.C. 160), and was the first among the Jews who devoted himself espe- 
cially, to the study of philosophy. He wrote a commentary on the Pentateuch, fragments of 
which have been preserved by Eusebius of Caesarea (“ Praeparatio Evangelica,” vii. 14; viii. 10; 
xiii. 12), and Clement of Alexandria (Strom., i. 15, 22; v. 14; vi. 13). His philosophical 
tendency may be learned from the fact that he was known as a Peripatetic. The special 
object of his commentary was to prove that the true source of wisdom was the Old Testa- 
ment, and that whatever was true and beautiful not only in the writings of the Greek phi- 
losophers like Plato and Pythagoras, but also in the poets like Orpheus, Hesiod, and Homer, 
was derived from it. He says, for example, that ‘‘ Plato has imitated our legislation and 
made himself thoroughly acquainted with all it contains. Before the conquests of Alexander 
and the Persians, parts of the law had already been translated, so that it is obvious that the 
said philosopher borrowed a great deal from it.’’ 5 Somewhat further on he makes the same 
assertion with respect to Pythagoras and Socrates. The following is a specimen of his alle- 
gorical interpretation of the Scriptures in a passage where he is trying to show what is meant 
when they speak of the feet of God and of his standing : ‘‘ The organization of the world 
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may, in accordance with its greatness, be fitly called God’s standing. For God is over all, 
and all is subject to him, and has received from him its stability, so that man can discover 
that it is immovable. I mean this, that the sky has never been earth, nor the earth sky, the 
sun has never been the bright moon, nor conversely the moon the sun, the rivers never seas, 
nor the seas rivers... . . It is all unchangeable, and alternates and passes away always in 
the same manner. With this in view we can speak of God’s standing, for all is subject to 
him.’ 1 
But Aristobulus was not content with such weak, and therefore, comparatively harmless 
philosophizing. He, or somebody in his name, deliberately falsified his authorities in order 
to bring them into harmony with what he thought ought to be true, thus illustrating in him- 
self the fearfully demoralizing effects of the false methods he had adopted. He alleged, for 
instance, that Orpheus had once met Moses—in Greek Museus —in Egypt, and on that 
basis went on to interpolate facts from the Mosaic cosmogony into the Orphie poems 
(iepds Adyos). Inasmuch as the poems in their original form are still extant? it is easy to de- 
tect the changes which Aristobulus dishonestly introduced into them. A recent writer has 
remarked : ‘* Aristobulus was the spiritual ancestor of Philo, and Philo was the immediate 
parent of that fantastic theology which to most of the fathers and the sehoolmen took the 
place of the reasonable and critical interpretation of all the Scriptures of the Old Testament 
and of much of the New.’’ 8 
Little is known of the personal history of the renowned Jewish allegorist Philo. The date 
of his birth is generally given at cir. B. c. 20. He was a person of great influence 
among his countrymen in Alexandria, brother of the alabarch,® and was himself 
sent at the head of a delegation to the emperor Caligula on the occasion of the outbreak of 
persecution against the Jews, A. D. 37-41. His works consist of a series of essays or treatises 
on various topics suggested by the Old Testament writings, particularly the Pentateuch. One 
series has such subjects as the Creation, the Cherubim, the Sacrifices of Cain and Abel, 
the Snares laid for the Good by the Wicked, the Descendants of Cain, etc., ete., which follow, 
as it will be seen, the chronological order of the sacred history. Another series was on the 
life of Moses in three books, to which was appended essays on Circumcision, the Decalogue, 
Sacrifices, etc. He also, wrote an account of the embassy to Rome and a work against 
Flaceus, who was governor of Egypt at that time. With respect to the Scriptures, Philo’s 
attitude was much the same as that of Aristobulus. He held that they were divinely in- 
spired and significant to the last word. In them, moreover, he found, simply because he was 
determined to, all that he considered good in the Greek philosophy. His system represents 
a singular admixture of Biblical elements with the speculations of Plato and Aristotle, of 
Stoics and Pythagoreans, and the obvious want of agreement in its several parts seems not 
to have disturbed his equanimity or detracted from the zeal and learning which he devoted 
to its support. In one place, for instance, he defines God as pure being without attributes, 
and later, proceeds to ascribe to him the various attributes of a supposed perfect being. In- 
asmuch as in his conception of God, He could not without contamination come into immedi- 
ate contact with anything outside of himself, for the construction of the world and its gov- 
ernment it was necessary to suppose a vast and complicated system of mediation. And this 
mediatory system of Philo is one of the most striking features of his philosophy. In it he 
has combined Plato’s doctrine of ideas, that concerning operative forces, or causes, as held 
by the Stoies, that of angels as taught in the Bible, and of demons as found in the Greek 
philosophy. At one time he represents these mediating forces as something immanent in 
God, at another time as quite independent of him, without pausing to reconcile the incon- 
sistency or even seeming to be aware that such inconsistency exists. In the word Logos 
(Adyos) especially, Philo found something eminently suited to his purpose. This he repre- 
sented as the chief of, and as including within itself all those forces which are at once imma- 
‘nent in God and yet are self-existent entities. The double meaning of the word, as referring 
both to that which is spoken and also to the thought of which the word is the outward ex- 


pression, adapted it particularly to his use.® 


., Prep. Ev., viii. 10. 

: <n sein: De ’Monarch., cap. ii.; Cohortat. ad Gen., cap. xv., cited by Lipsius, 1. ¢., p. 89. 

* oe Ee ek works referred to under Aristobulus, ef. Stahl, & Versuch eines 2S Entwurfs der 
Lehrbegriffs Philo’s von Alex.,”’ in Eichhorn’s Allgemeine Bib. d. Bib. Lit., iv. 770-890 ; Miiller, Philo’s Buch von der 
Weltschiipfung ; articles by Creuzer and Dahne respectively, in Stud. u. Krit., 18382, 3-48 z 1833, 984-1040 ; Heinze, Die 
Lehre vom Logos, etc. The best edition of Philo’s works is still that by Mangey, Lond., 1702. cert ee 

5 Jos., Antig., xviii. 8, § als 6 See Stud. u. Krit., 1868, pp. 800-314; 1871, pp. : 
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With respect to the material world he teaches that as matter it has an independent exis- 

tence. The universe was not created but formed through the Logos and other 
ena mediating forces. Matter is in itself corrupt and corrupting, and from the begin- 
; ning on no person can be free from sin while connected with a material body. 
The highest goal of man therefore is, as spirit derived from God, through the aid of the 
Logos to tread the material and sensual under foot and rise above it. When this is accom- 
plished or to the degree that it is accomplished, one has his reward in a nearness to God and 
in a beatific vision of his person and glory. There is no denying that with much that is 
purely speculative and without basis in reason or revelation there are also, here and there, 
thoughts uttered that are both reasonable and practicable. ‘The importance that he ascribes 
to faith and love as ethical principles, the fact that he insists on the pursuit of virtue for its | 
own sake, cannot be overlooked. At the same time, regarded as a means for reconciling the 
Old Testament with the Greek philosophy, Philo’s system must be regarded as a signal failure. 
Its methods, like those of Aristobulus, are dishonest and false. Its conclusions are often based 
on premises that have no existence save in the imagination. And while its influence on re- 
flecting minds among the Greeks was inconsiderable, on the thinking Jew it could scarcely 
have been otherwise than evil. If one might interpret the Mosaic law thus allegorically, why 
could he not also keep it allegorically? What further need for the burdensome system of 
praying, fasting, almsgiving, and ceremonial purifications? Philo himself, indeed, seems to 
have remained to a good degree loyal to the Jewish faith. But it is a fact not without its 
significance that a nephew of his who became governor of Judea A. p. 46-48 abandoned it. 
The principal value of Philo’s labors, as of those of his predecessors, consists in the material 
which was thereby furnished for the use of Christian writers and thinkers of the following 
centuries. As well single words as formulas of speech, unknown to the world before, were 
made ready for the new thought and new life that were about to dawn upon it. Froma 
providential point of view this seems to have been the mission of the religious philosophy of 
Alexandria. 

It is no reflection on the originality or sublimity of the opening chapter of the fourth Gos- 
pel to say that the fitting language in which its profound and glorious thoughts are clothed 
was forged in the workshop of the Alexandrian Philo. But the legacy of this thinker was 
far enough from being an unmixed good to his successors. As its effects upon Judaism 
could not have been otherwise than weakening, so, as a system of philosophy it hurt more 
than it helped Christianity. The deluge of dogmas which, humanly speaking, came so near 
overwhelming and destroying the church of the first Christian centuries and from whose dam- 
aging effects it has not even yet recovered, has a direct connection with the speculations of 
Philo and his school. And still, it is not to be denied that a noble idea underlay his striving, 
however little he himself may have been consciously controlled by it. The Bible does con- 
tain moral and spiritual elements which may, and often must be, separated from the outward 
form in which they have come down to us. Its truths are universal in their scope, and har- 
monize with what is true always and everywhere. And there is a philosophy of religion rec- 
oncilable with the Scriptures and largely dependent on them for its fundamental principles, 
although it may still await one greater than a Philo or an Origen to give it adequate and 
practicable form. 

1 Cf. Kuenen, iii. 199, 
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PART SECOND. 


THE APOCRYPHAL BOOKS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, — THEIR ORIGIN, CHAR- 
ACTER AND SCOPE, AND HISTORY. 


1. Origin of the Old Testament Apocrypha. 


Tue books in the English Bible included in the so-called Apocrypha are as follows: 1 and 
2 Esdras, Tobit, Judith, Additions to Esther, Wisdom, Ecclesiasticus, Baruch 
with the Epistle of Jeremiah, the Song of the Three Children, the Story of Su- a horetne 
sanna, the Idol Bel and the Dragon, the Prayer of Manasses, and 1 and 2 Mac- °ded. 
cabees. These books were introduced into the English version by Miles Coverdale in his 
translation made in the year 1535. Succeeding versions, also, as Matthews, the Great Bible, 
Crumwell’s, and those that followed published them, and hence they found their way, though 
not without opposition, into the “ authorized ” translation of 1611.1 This accounts, moreover, 
for the fact that the list of books in the English Bible does not agree, in all respects, with 
that of the LXX. The number of books is the same, but instead of 3 Maccabees we have 
2 Esdras. The latter work does not exist in any Greek version, but was admitted into the 
Vulgate from a Latin translation and from thence into the Swiss-German Bible (1524-29, 
1539), on which Coverdale’s was based. The omission of 3 Maccabees in the English ver- 
sion though it was contained in the earlier editions of the German Bible, is due to the fact 
that it was not to be found in the Vulgate —having first been translated into Latin in the 
sixteenth century — nor in the complete edition of the German Bible, edited by Luther him- 
self (1534).? 

In the present work 2 Esdras has been omitted and 3 Maccabees introduced, not only as 
being in harmony with the LXX., but with the fitness of things, the latter book being histori- 
cally connected with the two others of the same name, while the former in its language, age, 
and general characteristics is to be reckoned with such works as the Book of Enoch, the Sib- 
ylline Oracles, and like representatives of the Jewish Apocalyptic literature. The position 
which, in the Greek Bible, has been given to the apocryphal additions, is as follows: 1 Esdras 
is found before the canonical books of Ezra and Nehemiah; Tobit and Judith immediately 
after the latter; the additions to Esther in connection with that book; the Prayer of Man- 
asses immediately after the Psalms; the Wisdom of Solomon and Ecclesiasticus follow the 
Song of Solomon; Baruch and the Epistle of Jeremiah have a. place after the prophecy of 
Jeremiah but before Lamentations ; the additions to Daniel are naturally found in connection 
with that book, while the three books of Maccabees follow it, at the end of the Greek Bible. 
A fourth book of Maccabees, falsely ascribed to Josephus, is contained in the Sinaitic and 
Alexandrine manuscripts and in some editions of the LXX., but excepting its name it has 
nothing in common with the other three. 

The word apocrypha (éréxpuga) first came into use among early ecclesiastical writers in the 
sense of matters secret or mysterious. It was so used particularly by the Gnostics _ 
as referring to certain books possessed by them, which either themselves were not open etek 
to be made public, or contained doctrines that were to be concealed from the un- 
initiated. These books bore the names of sacred personages belonging either to the old or 
new covenant and, as it was asserted, had been obtained by means of a secret tradition. 
They were so numerous and so often quoted that it came to be understood among Christians 
that when apocryphal books were spoken of, these private, heretical writings of the Gnostics 
were meant. They were also, on the part of their defenders, accorded the dignity of canon- 
ization as over against the canonical books of the Bible. And this fact served still further 
to modify the meaning of the word, so that in addition to the idea of being something hereti- 
cal it also came to be applied to a work which made improper claim to acceptance among 
canonical books. Up to this time, however, the term had not been used to designate any of 


1 See Anderson, p. 470; Westcott’s Bib. in Church, p. 286, f. 
2 Cf. Herzog’s Real-Encyk., vii. 266, and Schenkel’s Bib. Lez., iv. 98. 
8 See Gieseler in Stud. u. Krit., 1829, pp. 141-146 ; Bleek, in the same, 1853, p. 267, also, the latter’s Introd. to Old 
Test., ii. 302, 304. 


40 THE APOCRYPHA. 
WN Ee 
the now so-called apocryphal books, but only such as are known among us as pseudepigraph- 
al works like the Ascension of Moses, Jamnes and Jambres, and the Book of Enoch. Our 
apocryphal books, on the other hand, were generally known under the title AipaAla avayivo- 
oxdueva, i. €., ecclesiastical books, inasmuch as they were read in the churches and recom- 
mended for study to the catechumens. But as they had been joined to the Greek version of 
the Old Testament and hence seemed, like the books of the Gnostic canon, to make unde- 
served claim to canonical rank, the same term, apocrypha, was finally, also applied to them. 
And Jerome seems to have been among the first tointroduce the change. Tn his preface to the 
Book of Kings, after enumerating the works of the Hebrew canon, he adds: Quidquid extra 
hos est, inter apocrypha esse ponendum. At the same time, however, — as must not be over- 
looked, — the meaning of the word apocrypha underwent still further change, being used no 
longer to indicate what was heretical, or spurious, but what had no sufficient claim to be ad- 
mitted into the Biblical canon. Still later, the word passed through yet another phase, and 
was made to refer to such works as were not ecclesiastically received, could not be used as 
sources of proof in religious discussions, and was understood to include not only the books 
now known as apocryphal, but also the writings of some of the Fathers, as those of Tertullian, 
Clement of Alexandria, and the church history of Eusebius. 
The literature which sprang up among the Jews of Palestine and Egypt in connection with 
, the Old Testament, during the last two or three centuries of Israelitish history, is 
Atos ee remarkable both in its character and in its extent. It was not the result, to any 
der which considerable degree, of partisan rivalry or the strife of sects. It can still less be 
the apocry- P * th: Dy eee : 
phal books ascribed to any supposed passion for imitating the secret books of the priests of 
originated." heathen temples. It was rather the spontaneous growth of Jewish institutions 
themselves. It was, indeed, the direct result of the extraordinary attention that, in the 
nature of the case, after the cessation of prophecy, was directed to the study of the Scrip- 
tures. The entire national life, as well political and social as religious, centered in them. 
Such attention, moreover, was not a little enhanced by the efforts of the wise to fix upon a 
canon of the sacred books and the subsequent baptism with martyr blood which, during the 
persecutions of Antiochus Epiphanes, these treasured rolls received. But aside from other 
and more general influences, the two great causes that contributed most toward the produc- 
tion of the Old Testament Apocrypha and similar works were the translation in Egypt of the 
Scriptures into Greek and the almost, unlimited development in Palestine of the so-called 
Haggadah. We have already remarked upon the literary activity which, under the Ptole- 
mies and their successors, displayed itself in the brilliant Egyptian capital, and have seen that 
the Jews, who formed so large and influential a part of the population, were not without dis- 
tinguished representatives in it. And we have seen, too, that this singular people, wherever 
they went and in whatever occupation they engaged, remained Jews, retained to the last 
their national peculiarities, their devotion to law and temple, tradition and usage. Whether 
they wrote history, as Eupolemus and Demetrius, or poetry like Theodotus, or philosophy as 
Aristobulus and Philo, its groundwork, its inspiration, and its goal were in the Hebrew Serip- 
tures and the Hebrew people. Hence, it is no surprise to find among the luxuriant literary 
growths of Alexandrian Judaism such works as the Book of Wisdom, 3 Maccabees, the 
Story of Susanna, and of Bel and the Dragon, or that they attach themselves externally as 
closely to the sacred histories as though they were their natural outgrowth. And if, at first, 
in the case of some of them, their false titles and claims, their spiritual shallowness, their 
literary weaknesses and extravagances, tend to repel and disgust, a more careful examination 
will serve to convince an impartial student that they are a legitimate, and by no means unim- 
portant product of their time, illustrating and characterizing its spirit and aims, supplying 
missing links in its fragmentary records, and that their loss would have been for the Chris- 
tian philosophy and history of subsequent periods a real calaniity. 
But all these works, not excluding in a certain sense the Septuagint itself as a simple ver- 
quien ee rae a hare had their ultimate origin in that great national institu- 
ne r Judaism, the so-called Haggadah. It is a term that cannot be 
defined, it must be described. It is derived from a Hebrew word (777377), which 


means “ what is spoken,’’ and is used in distinction from Halachah (2m), “what is given 
Bie: 


i 1 See Zunz, Vortrige, pp. 85-118 ; Frankel, Vorstudien, pp. 88-61; Deutsch in Smith’s Bid. Dict., art. “ Ancient Ver- 
sions,” under “Targum ;” Dillmann in Herzog’s Real-Encyk., xii. 800-803; Schiirer, pp. 85 f., 446 f ; 
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as a rule,’’ the authoritative law by which the conduct was to be regulated. And this dis- 
tinction is a great deal more radical and important than would appear from the etymology of 
the words. It is, in fact, as radical and decisive as that between an inspired prophecy and 
an acknowledged work of the imagination, between the Mosaic law and an invented story or 
legend. The Halachah was the sum of those oral, traditional precepts which, in the course 
of time, had gathered about the written law and under the manipulations and authority of 
Seribe and Pharisee had come to take at least an equal rank with it. The Haggadah, on 
the other hand, was not law or precept at all but simply independent and relatively irre- 
sponsible illustration and interpretation of the Scriptures in whatever regular or irregular 
form it might choose to take. The elaboration and fixing of the Halachah was the sacred 
and closely guarded duty of a particular class in Israel, whose life was devoted solely to it 
and who rose in connection with it, as we have already seen, to a position of the most com- 
manding influence. The Haggadah might be cultivated by any Israelite, whatever his pro- 
fession or rank; be pursued as a business, or used to while away a leisure moment ; be de- 
veloped into volumes or confined to simple sagas, tales, and parables. The Halachah and 
Haggadah together formed the principal part of what was known as the Midrash or Com- 
mentary, They had their origin in the same period, grew up side by side, employed them- 
selves with the same historie and prophetic themes in the Scriptures, passed down from gen- 
eration to generation through the same avenue of tradition, and, while totally distinct in 
underlying idea, in method, and in authority, were yet mutually complementary and ser- 
viceable, and unitedly give its peculiar stamp to the Judaism of the later times. 

‘¢To the Hageadah belonged everything that could not be included under the examina- 
tion of the written, or the accommodation of the traditional law. It was the product of in- 
dividual investigation as over against the strict authority of the spiritual rulers, the schools, 
and the synagogues. What the Halachah developed was something permanent, making 
itself felt in the practical life of the Jews, while the Haggadah sought rather to recognize 
some passing thought, not overlooking the form in which it was clothed, and had often for 
its object simply the momentary effect. The Halachah went forth from the highest tri- 
bunal, clothed with the highest sanctions, was something that must be obeyed as well by the 
ruler as private citizén ; for the Haggadah it sufficed, in order to be acknowledged Haggadah, 
simply to be spoken.’’ ‘‘It is not meant by this that it made no difference what kind of 
notions respecting the contents and meaning of the Scriptures were uttered by a Jew, that 
they were forthwith reckoned to the Haggadah. On the contrary, while the Halachah was 
the law itself, the Haggadah was something that must be regulated by the law, must not’ go 
beyond certain well-defined limits of reason and morality. In the one case, it was the code 
and the dictum of the hierarchy that were the regulative norm; in the other, it was public 
opinion, piety, love of country, and the like which served to restrain, and guide, and prune, 
so that the Haggadah in its moral and spiritual aspects is also not without significance, has 
indeed, a real, historical value.’’ + 

The beginning of the Haggadah has been referred to the custom instituted or reinstituted 
by Ezra after the Exile, in which, in connection with the reading of the law, &@ whe meee 
needed translation and interpretation were added: ‘‘ So they read in the book of rea 
the law distinctly and gave the sense and expounded as they read.””?_ The grad- 3 
ual decay of the Hebrew as vernacular made such translations and expositions in the Aramaic 
that took its place, a necessity. They received the name targums, 2. é., interpretations. At 
the same time there sprang up an order of persons called interpreters who performed this 
service, and who are not to be confounded with the Scribes. They held, both politically and 
socially, quite a different position, and absurdly minute and arbitrary rules were supposed to 
be needful to confine their explanations within prescribed limits.’ In process of time and 
under different circumstances, these oral versions and explanations of the Scriptures, like 
the so-called oral law, having become a too heavy, and as was thought, too precious load to 
be carried simply in the memory, were committed to writing. These targums then, or para- 

hrases of Scripture, form no unimportant, although the least embellished portion of the 
extant Jewish Haggadah, other elements of it being found in the younger parts of the Mid- 
rash, in various places in both the Jerusalem and Babylonian Talmud, and in a striking and 
characteristic form in the apocryphal books of the Old Testament. The latter combine in 


1 Zunz, Vortrage, for substance, pp. 57, 58. 2 Neh. viii. 8. 
8 See Deutsch in Smith’s Bid. Dict., 1. c., and Schiirer, pp. 448, 449. 
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themselves, in fact, the three principal developments of the Haggadah : the historical, the 
ethical, and what may be called the exegetical. Of the first, the books of the Maccabees, 1 
Esdras, Judith, Tobit, and the additions to Esther and Daniel, are conspicuous examples ; of 
the second, Ecclesiasticus and Wisdom ; while nearly all the books offer numerous instances 
of the third, if but, individual and sporadic. These works belong in general, moreover, to 
that class of Haggadistic literature in which an independent form is assumed. There is 
something more than a simple effort to explain and apply the sacred text. There is the same 
reverent attitude towards the Scriptures, but mere exposition and a minute dependence 
have given place to what is general and universally acknowledged, the letter to the spirit. 
The political and moral currents of the time show themselves, but, in a still more marked 
degree, the pure Jewish instinct, loyalty to the national idea. There was occasion enough 
for such a literature, and one cannot be surprised at its extent as shown in extant fragments. 
In 2 Esdras (xiv. 46), no less than seventy apocryphal works are distinguished from the 
twenty-four canonical of the Hebrew Scriptures. 

It was a natural reaction from the preciseness and littleness of the rabbinic traditions, the 
spirit of play reasserting itself as over against the dominant spirit of work and worry. In 
this field the heart and intellect were no longer cramped ; there was room and liberty. In 
the narrow ways of the Halachah no opportunity offered for talent, fancy, or flowers of © 
rhetoric, to display themselves, there was no space even for unimpeded movement but 
only for dreary plodding, wearying trials of memory and fine drawn casuistry. We can 
easily conceive how noble spirits would chafe in such trammels, especially when oppression 
and injustice exercised by foreign powers excited to the utmost pitch of endurance the sup- 
pressed emotions, and what relief they would find in writing or perusing such works as the 
story of the heroic Judith, the strugele of the Maccabees, or the Song of the Three Children. 
At such times only deep coloring could satisfy. The plain fact, the simple homely truth 
were insufficient to still the inward craving. And if the exaggeration we meet with in these 
writings is almost grotesque in its proportions, it is to be remembered that it results from cir- 
cumstances that are extraordinary; that, in fact, it is the natural, if inexcusable rebound 
from a literalness that was infinitesimal, and a prosiness that was no longer to be endured. 
We do not wonder at the fact that the Hageadah represented the popular side of the Mid- 
rash, or that it gained continually on its competitor, in the estimation of the common people. 
The later targums became ever less and less translations and more sermons and appeals. 
The following incident will illustrate the tendency: Two rabbis, the one a Halachist, the 
other a Haggadist, “once came together into a city and preached. The people flocked to the 
latter while the former’s discourses remained without a hearer. Thereupon the Hageadist 
comforted the Halachist with a parable. ‘Two merchants came into a city and spread their 
wares, — the one rare pearls and precious stones; the other a ribbon, a ring, glittering trin- 
kets; around whom will the multitude throng? ... . Formerly, when life was not yet 
bitter labor, the people had leisure for the deep word of the law ; now it stands in need of 
comfortings and blessings.’ ’? 1 


2. Character and Scope of the Apocrypha. 


In the special introductions to the several books we have spoken of their contents as it re- 
beat spects composition, date, literary worth, theological bearings, etc., and it remains 
Testament  f0r us here simply to characterize them as a whole with particular reference to 
phen the canonical. works with which they are connected. The apocryphal books of 
with those the Old Testament have doubtless suffered not a little from being associated by 
oe pe name with those of the New Testament. It is not necessary to say that they are 

of a wholly different character. The Apocrypha of the New Testament have 
never, by any branch of the Christian Church, been regarded as a constituent part of the 
Bible and circulated with it; have never been thought worthy of a translation into the ver- 
nacular tongues, or even of much critical investigation by scholars; and their very titles have 
remained almost unknown to the majority of theological students. They even rank, with re- 
spect to literary, historical, and dogmatic interest, considerably below many a so-called 
pseudepigraphal work of the Old Testament, as, for instance, the book of Enoch, the Ascen- 
sion of Isaiah, or the second book of Esdras. The history of the Old Testament Apocrypha, 


1 Deutsch in Smith’s Bib. Dict., 1. c. 
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on the other hand, from their origin to the present day, runs parallel with that of the Bible 
itself. In a large part of the Christian Church they have always been accorded a respect 
scarcely inferior to that paid to the acknowledged Scriptures; have been bound up and cir- 
culated with them ; have become incorporated by citation, reference, or general coloring with 
treasured liturgical forms and the entire body of religious literature. It is not an uncommon 
thing in Europe even at the present day, and in Protestant churches, to hear sermons 
preached from texts taken from these books, particularly from Wisdom and Ecclesiasticus. 
One of the most familiar hymns in the German Church is founded on Ecelns. |. 23 (‘* Nun 
danket alle Gott’’), and the words of pseudo-Solomon, ‘‘ The souls of the righteous are in 
the hand of God,” ete. (Wisd. iii. 1), furnish a favorite theme for funeral orations over the 
graves of the departed.1_ On the authority of Ebrard, who wrote in 1851, the use of the 
Bible without the Apocrypha in the Protestant schools of Bavaria, was forbidden by the ec- 
elesiastical authority.2 In England and America, however, the Old Testament Apocrypha 
have been strangely neglected. But it is to be expected that the great attention devoted to 
them in Germany, especially since the beginning of the present century, will also ultimately 
bear fruit among us. 

With respect to outward form the Old Testament Apocrypha may be divided into his- 
torical works, as the books of the Maccabees and the larger portion of 1 Esdras; ; 
moral fictions, as Tobit, Judith, the Additions to Esther and Daniel; poetic and a a 
quasi-prophetic works, as Baruch, the Epistle of Jeremiah, and the Prayer of 
Manasses ; and finally, philosophical and didactic compositions, as Ecclesiasticus and Wis- 
dom. Of these a part were doubtless written in the Hebrew language, although the originals 
have long since perished, and the proofs of such origin are necessarily circumstantial. These 
are Ecclesiasticus, 1 Maccabees, Judith, and a part of Baruch (i.-iii. 8). The remaining 
works, with the possible exception of Tobit, were composed in Greek. Only one of them, 
Ecclesiasticus, has furnished us with the name of its actual author, the most of the others 
haying adopted pseudonyms, for the evident purpose of gaining thereby the creater currency 
and repute. They differ greatly from one another in literary and moral worth, a part of them, 
in the estimation of some modern critics, taking rank with the best specimens of Hebrew liter- 
ature, while others merit attention only on account of their age and their association with 
the Bible. 

The question of the canonicity of the Old Testament Apocryphal books may indeed be 
readily settled. But as ancient literary productions, originating with one of the 5. iat re- 
most remarkable peoples of antiquity, although in many respects, no doubt, fall- spects valua- 
ing below similar works of the Greeks and Romans which are so sedulously studied Be 
in our schools, they still deserve particular interest and examination. As histories they sup- 
ply important links in the scanty annals of a most interesting period. So, too, from a philo- 
sophical point of view they can, by no means, be set aside as worthless. Some of them 
witness in a marked degree to the influence of the leaders of the Greek philosophy in the 
countries where they were written, and exhibit the peculiar product resulting from the con- 
tact of such philosophy with the sacred learning of the Jews. But their chief value is un- 
questionably theological. They show how the Old Testament was interpreted and applied 
by the Jews themselves during the period stretching nearly from the close of the canon to 
the coming of Christ ; what progress was made in the apprehension and development of im- 
portant truths, especially those relating to the unseen world and the future state, and serve 
as well by their exaggerations and mistakes as by their statement, or reflection of facts, to 
prepare the way for Him who spoke with authority and not as the scribes. Hence, it will 
not be out of place to give, at this point, a brief review of the theological and moral teaching 
of the Old Testament Apocrypha in its relation both to the canonical books that preceded 
and those that followed them. 

As the oldest extant remains of the extensive Hebrew literature that sprang up subsequent 
to the close of the canon, the apocryphal books are of no little importance as wit- eee 
nesses for it and as showing the estimation in which the Holy Scriptures were With respect 
held at that period. In the prologue to Ecclesiasticus, for example, we find the to the Sceip- 
first allusion to the canonical Scriptures as a whole, under the general title, ‘‘the 
law, the prophets, and the other books.’ This general designation, in one form or another, 


1 Cf. Nitasch in the Deutsche Zeitschrift, 1850, No. 47, p. 369. 2 Zeugnisse gegen die Apok., p. 20. 
8 Cf. Bretschneider, Systemat. Darstell. ; and Cramer, Die Moral der Apokryphen. 


44 THE APOCRYPHA. 
RE a he a al re ee 
the translator applies to the canonical books several times, showing that it was in common 
use as such at that period. There is in the passage, moreover, every evidence that the Son 
of Sirach did not regard his own work as on a level with those which are thus alluded to, but 
rather the contrary. The same author, also, in another place (xlix. 10), after mentioning 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel, speaks of the twelve minor prophets, concerning whom he expresses the 
wish that their ‘‘ bones may revive again from the grave.’’ In the First Book of Maccabees, 
too, there is clear testimony to the high estimation in which the Scriptures were held. : As a 
sort of apology to the Lacedwmonians for seeking an alliance with them, as though their own 
sources of strength had become exhausted, the remark is made, ‘albeit, we need none of 
these things, seeing that we have the holy books in our hands to comfort us.’? Again in 2 
Maccabees (ii. 13), it is said of Nehemiah, on the authority of some unknown, extra-canon- 
ical work, that he made a collection of books, “the histories of the kings and the prophets, 
and of David, and the Epistles of the kings,” 7. e. the proclamations of the Persian kings, as 
found in the books of Nehemiah and Ezra. This passage, notwithstanding the obscurity 
that rests upon the sources from which the information given is said to be derived, and the 
generally untrustworthy character of the book in which it is found, is not without considera- 
ble value as a witness to the canon and its origin. What is really due to Ezra and others, 
including Nehemiah, is, indeed, by the author, ascribed exclusively to the latter, but it is not 
the only instance in his work where important names are thus exchanged (cf. i. 18). The 
different parts of the canon are clearly distinguished, the Pentateuch being omitted, simply 
because there was no occasion for mentioning it in this place. The writer refers only to such 
works as, in addition to the law which had been previously cared for (ver. 2), were in danger 
of being lost, and must therefore be collected together. The word émovyiyaye (ver. 13), in- 
deed, would seem to indicate that the works gathered were to be added to a collection already 
begun. Besides these general allusions, there are, also, in the Apocrypha a great number of 
more or less direct citations from the canonical Scriptures, in which the three divisions of the 
canon are plainly, if not equally recognized, and an acquaintance with most of the books of 
which they are composed made evident. 

A peculiar authority, moreover, is imputed in the Apocrypha to the canonical writings. 
Mere They are held to be distinct from all other books, and given of God for human 
nspiration z Fi af 
of the Scrip- guidance, through prophets inspired for the purpose. They are called ‘holy 
ee books ’’ (1 Mace. xii. 9), and their writers are represented to have been under the 
influence of the Holy Spirit (1 Esd. i. 28; vi. 1; Ecclus. xlviii. 24). It is distinctly said of 
Jeremiah in one place (Heclus. xlix. 7), that he was a prophet ‘‘ sanctified from the mother’s 
womb.” So in Baruch (ii. 21) a passage is cited from this prophet with the formula: “Thus 
saith the Lord.” The common division of the Scriptures into law and prophets, too, shows 
that the authors of the several canonical books were looked upon as prophets, that is, as in- 
spired ment And what was true of the canonical books, in general, had special force as 
applied to the five books of Moses. No epithets were thought extravagant, no praise too 
high to be bestowed on him, the greatest of the prophets, and his divinely prompted, divinely 
acknowledged work. He was like the glorious angels and beloved of God and men (Eeclus. 
xlix. 2). The Mosaic Code was the law of the Highest (Eeclus. xlix. 4), holy, and God- 
given (2 Mace. vi. 23). It was the sum total of all wisdom. ‘ All these things,” said the 
son of Sirach, ‘‘ are [true of] the book of the covenant of the most high God, the law which 
Moses commanded for an heritage to the congregations of Jacob. It gives fullness of wisdom 
as Pison, and as Tigris in the time of the new fruits. It maketh the understanding to abound 
like Euphrates, and as Jordan in the time of harvest. It maketh the doctrine of knowledge 
ey as the light and as Gihon [%. e. the Nile] in the time of vintage ” (Ecclus. xxiv. 23- 
27). 

The fundamental idea of the divine Being, which we find in the canonical books of the Old 
Repante: Testament, that he is the one self-existing Creator and Preserver of all things, the 
tiona eon omnipotent Ruler, to whom all creatures and all events are completely subject, is 

ewe also retained in the Apocrypha, while, at the same time, this idea is philosophi- 

cally not a little developed in certain directions in some of these writings, and a particular 

emphasis laid on attributes which in the canonical books are less stroncly marked. Nature 

itself proves the existence of God (Ecclus. xliii. 2; cf. xlii. 15), and they are fools who can- 

not out of the ‘good things that are seen know him that is,” and ‘¢ who while considering the 
1 Of. Jos., Contra Ap., i. 7. 
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work do not recognize the Master” (Wisd. xiii. 1; cf. Song of Three Child., ver. 39, df.) s 
There is only one God (Ecclus. xxxiii. 5; Bar. iii. 35; Wisd. xii. 13; Song of Three Child., 
ver. 23), and his power over his creatures is unlimited (Jud. xvi. 13, 14; 2 Mace. viii. 18; xvi. 
35; Prayer of Man., ver. 3-5). He is all-wise (Ecelus. xxiii. 19, 20; Jud. ix. 5, 6), holy, 
hating and punishing sin -(Ecclus. xii. 6; Wisd. xiv. 9), righteous (Tob. iii. 2; Ecclus. xvi. 
12-14; 3 Mace. ii. 3), kind and pitiful (2 Mace. i. 24; Song of Three Child., ver. 66; Wisd. 
xv. 1; Jud. ix. 11), and ready to forgive (Ecclus. ii. 11; v. 4-8; Tob. xiii. 6). Anthropo- 
pathic and anthropomorphic representations, especially the latter, as might have been ex- 
pected, are less frequent in the Apocrypha than in the older books, and in some of them, as 
for instance in Ecclesiasticus and Wisdom, the idea of the divine Being as pure spirit, is at 
least approached. The Son of Sirach declares that no man has seen God (xliii. 81), and 
pseudo-Solomon speaks of his holy spirit (7) &yiov cov mvedua, ix. 17); and elsewhere says that 
his incorruptible spirit is in all things and “filleth the world” (i. 7; xiii. 1). On the other 
hand, in some of the apocryphal books the notion of God is exceedingly limited, and He is set 
forth as scarcely more than a national deity as over against the idols of the heathen. This 
is especially true of the books of Judith and Baruch (Jud. viii. 18-20; xiii. 4, 5, 7; Bar. 
iii. 1 ff.; iv. 6); while in Tobit the propitiation of Him through prayers and almsgiving takes, 
as in idolatrous sacrifices, the form of an opus operatum (cf. xii. 8-13). 

The teaching of the Old Testament, for the most part, respecting creation as the work of 
God, remains unchanged in the Apocrypha, but pseudo-Solomon (xi. 17; cf. 2 
Mace. vii. 28), in harmony with the philosophy of his time, seems to have held Pah tie 
that it was on the basis of an original formless material (é auépdov #Ans), and not, 
as is represented in Genesis, a creation from nothing. The same Being who made, also up- 
holds and governs (Wisd. vi. 9; viii. 1; xi. 25; Ecclus. i. 2; xlii. 23; Bar. iii. 32). His 
government, moreover, is a providence (mpévoa; Wisd. xiv. 3), itself being guided by wisdom 
and love (Wisd. xvi. 13; Tob. iv. 19; Jud. viii. 14; Ecclus. x. 4); the evils with which the 
world is afflicted, war, famine, pestilence, according to the books of Ecclesiasticus and Wis- 
dom, are for the punishment of human wickedness, while serving, in the case of the godly, as: 
means of discipline and spiritual culture (Ecclus. xl. 9, 10; Wisd. vi. 8). Death entered. 
the world through the envy of the devil. God created man for immortality (Wisd. ii. 24). 
In both of the latter compositions, also, the wisdom (oo¢/a) of God personified is representedi 
as having the principal part in the works of creation and providence; and in that of pseudo-- 
Solomon the. representation is carried so far as to leave the impression on some minds that 
he actually hypostasized it and recognized a second divine Person under that name (vii. 22,. 
et passim). This seems, however, to be due to the natural tendency to exaggeration which 
we find in all these works, there being no particular in which they are more clearly distin- 
guished from the canonical books than in their want of simplicity and accuracy, the rhetori-- 
cal figures, moreover, forming one of the best illustrations of this defect. 

The existence of both good and evil angels is recognized in the apocryphal books. They 
are spiritual beings and capable of assuming human forms. The good angels 
surround the throne of God in heaven, and serve not only as his messengers in 
general, but as mediators in the providential government of the world. Satan (d:d8oAos), as 
the first great deceiver, is alluded to in the Book of Wisdom (ii. 24), and also, as it would 
seem, in Ecclesiasticus (xxi. 27). In the books of the Maccabees (2 Mace. iii. 26; x. 29; 
3 Mace. vi. 18), angels are represented as appearing for the defense of the harassed Jews 
and the punishment of their oppressors. In Tobit, as we show in the introduction to that 
book, the matter of angelic interposition in human affairs is given abnormal prominence, in 
fact, assumes a form that is both incredible and absurd. It is represented, for instance, that 


Angelology. 


-among the good angels there are seven presence-angels who present the prayers of the saints 


before God. One of them, Raphael, serves as guide to Tobias on a long journey, and pre- 
scribes, like a physician, for physical ailments. Among the evil angels, a certain Asmodzeus 
acts an extraordinary part : has power to take human life, is also capable of sexual lust, but 
may be exorcised by means of certain medicaments which, being burned, make a stench that 
to him is unendurable (iii. 17; vi. 7,16). It is not necessary to say that such views could 
not have been derived from any legitimate interpretation of the teachings of the canonical 
books of the Old Testament on this subject. 

1 Cf. Bruch, Weisheitslehre der Hebrier ; Oehler, Grundziige der A. T. Weisheit ; Langen, Judenthum, ete., p- 25 ff. 5 
Herzog’s Real-Encyk. and Schenkel’s Bib. Lex., art. “ Weisheit ;” also, Dillmann, Das Buch Henoch, Einleit., x. ff., p. 
162, f. 
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With respect to man the representations of the Apocrypha deserve particular attention as 
illustratine the influence of the then philosophy in the development of doctrines 
ee concerning human nature and destiny. Man was created by God and is com- 
Man's Oner posed of body and soul, the latter being sometimes designated by rvedua and some- 
mentsand times by yuxf, the distinction between them being nowhere closely marked (cf. 
Wisd. ix. 15). He was made in the image of his Creator, endowed with reason, 
the power of distinguishing between right and wrong, and a free will, and was placed on 
earth to be its ruler (Ecclus. xv. 14 ff., xvii. 1-8 ; Wisd. ix. 2, 3). The image of God in 
which man was created consists, according to the Son of Sirach, in the superiority, in gen- 
eral, in which he stands with respect to the creation (xvii. 3), according to pseudo-Solomon 
(ii. 23) in his immortality. The latter work, moreover, clearly teaches the preéxistence of 
the soul, and more than intimates that it was its connection with a body which was the occa 
sion of its fall and is the ground of its continued sunken moral condition (viii. TOR? Omics 
15). That the author is in this respect inconsistent, inasmuch as elsewhere (ii. 23, 24), he 
represents the fall as having been brought about through the envy of the devil, and so recog- 
nizes the historical validity of the account in Genesis (iii. 1-6), may be ascribed to his un- 
successful efforts to mediate between the current philosophical axioms and the Scriptures. 
The principle by which one, according to the Apocrypha, was’ to be governed in the mat- 
ter of moral obligations and duties, was that he, in all that he did, should have 
Moral reference to the will of his Maker as expressed in the Mosaic law, and, at the 
oe same time, to his own happiness. The will of God as set forth in the various 
precepts of the Mosaic code was, properly, to be the goal of his striving, while the motive to 
the same was the personal advantages to be derived from such a course. It would not seem 
that the apocryphal books place the chief end of man in the love and service of God, in 
themselves considered, but regard these simply as a means by which the highest good, indi- 
vidual happiness, was to be attained. In the most of these books such a reward of right 
doing was set forth as attainable in this world; in some of them, as to be expected only in 
the life to come, or at least, in connection with the future Messianic kingdom (Tob. xiii. 14 ; 
Wisd. i. 15; iii. 1; vi. 18; Ecclus. iii. 18; Bar. v. 2 ff.). The apocryphal writers, moreover, 
conceived of sin, so far as they considered the matter at all, as something appertaining to 
the outward conduct, a transgression of the acknowledged standards, and seem rarely, if ever, 
to have reached the more radical conception of it as being a want of inward conformity to 
the divine will. The underlying motive, the governing purpose of the heart, being, for the 
most part, left out of account, and the consequences of: one’s conduct being thought of sim- 
ply in their relation to individual happiness, it was possible for such philosophers as the Son 
of Sirach and pseudo-Solomon to set forth a gradation in virtue and vice, and to speak of 
cardinal virtues, as self-control, temperance, prudence, righteousness, fortitude, and cardinal 
sins like idolatry, etc. (Ecclus. xviii. 30 ff. ; Wisd. viii. 7), than which nothing could be 
regarded as more injurious than the one, and nothing as more profitable to men in life (av 
Xpnoyudrepoy oddév éorw ev Bly avOpdras) than the other. At the same time, too, as might 
have been expected on the basis of this low moral plane, while the mint, anise, and cummin 
were carefully tithed, the weightier matters of the law were depreciated or ignored. A Razis 
was justified in committing suicide if, persecuted for righteousness’ sake, he were in danger of 
falling into the hands of his enemies; and a Judith might invoke the blessing of God on her 
deceptions and prostitute her person for the weal of her fatherland. Minute directions are 
given how one is to behave in society, how to eat to excess without evil consequences (Heelus. 
xxxi. 21), and to preserve the health through the avoidance of melancholy (xxxviii. 18); but 
love to God in any other sense than veneration or reverence (Ecclus. vii. 30) seems scarcely 
to have been thought of. He was the happy man who lived to see the death of his enemies, 
(Ecclus. xxv. 7), and by his good deeds, especially the giving of alms, had purchased from 
heaven the forgiveness of his sins and won a permanent place in the memories of men (Ecclus. 
ili. 80; xxix. 12; Tob. iv. 10; xii. 9; xiv. ili) 
In only two of the apocryphal books, 2 Maccabees and Wisdom, is to be found anything 
Picisgy worthy of special attention on the subject of eschatology. In the rest, the point 
of view is much the same as that in the Old Testament Scriptures generally, with 
the exception of Ecclesiasticus, where a less advanced position is taken than in some of the 


1 See my article in the Bibliotheca Sacra for April, 1879, on the * Eschatolo f th , ha,*” t - 
Monica thine.clted pril, 1879, j gy 0! e 0. T. Apocrypha,’’ and the au 
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canonical books, and 1 Maccabees, where an apparently intentional omission of all allusion to 
the future state seems to betray a Sadducean origin. In 2 Maccabees, on the other hand, 
the belief in a bodily resurrection is set forth with a fullness, clearness, and emphasis, that are 
almost startling, leading to the inference, that, as over against its earlier and historically more 
trustworthy namesake, it was written with a partisan purpose and under direct Pharisaic in- 
fluence (cf. vii. passim, and xiv. 46, ff.). This conclusion is confirmed, moreover, by what is 
said by the author of Judas Maccabeus’ praying for the dead, “in that he was mindful of the 
resurrection ” (xii. 43-45). The Book of Wisdom, on the other hand, while led by its phi- 
losophy to reject the opinion that the body would rise again from the dead (i. 13; ii. 23; viii. 
20; ix. 15), clearly teaches the conscious, personal, unending existence of the soul after death 
both of the good and of the evil (iii. 1-4; iv. 8-10; v. 15; vi. 19), the former in happiness 
with God (vi. 20), the latter in misery (i. 12, 16, et passim). Pseudo-Solomon seems, also, to 
have held to a judgment-day following the present state of probation, at which time the 
wicked, both living and dead, would be judged and cast into hell (GE RIP Miike Ae Glo UShs hse Tsies 
20), while the righteous would descend to reign in the everlasting kingdom which God would 
set up. It is not to be denied, however, that on this point — whether the judgment was re- 
garded as taking place during life and at death or after death — there is a want of clearness 
in his representations. Still, there might be a reason for this, not simply in the writer’s own 
mind, but also in the nature of the subject itself. In an important sense, to the incorrigible, 
every act of God with respect to them might be considered an act of judgment, without how- 
ever excluding, but rather requiring a final summing up at the Last Day. 

It is a significant fact, in view of the claim that is made in some quarters for the books 
before us, that the traces of the Messianic hope which they contain are only of the , 
faintest character. This hope, moreover, seems in no case to have centered ees 
clearly in the coming of a personal Messiah, but to have developed itself rather in 
longings for, and descriptions of a certain future kingdom, such as had been the subject of the 
later prophecies. In addition to the expectation of the return of the dispersed Israelites and 
the reawakening of the spirit of prophecy which we find in Baruch and 2 Maccabees (Bar. 
iv. 36, 37; v. 5-9; 2 Mace. ii. 18), the conversion of the heathen is predicted in Tobit (xiii. 
11-18; xiv. 6, 7), the eternal existence of the Jewish people as such in Ecclesiasticus (xxxvii. 
25; xliv. 13), and elsewhere, the fact that this continued existence is somehow to be con- 
nected with the family of David (Ecclus. xlvii. 11; 1 Mace. ii. 57), The Son of Sirach also 
speaks in one place (xlviii. 10, 11) of the return of Elijah in the form foretold by Malachi, 
and adds: ‘‘ we, also, shall surely live,” 7. e., at his coming we shall be alive. And in the Book 
of Wisdom (iii. 7; v. 1 ff.), as we have said, a day of final judgment seems to be taught, fol- 
lowing which an eternal kingdom of the saints will be set up in which the Lord will be their 
king. 

Various efforts have been made to explain this remarkable absence of allusion to the Mes- 
siah in the apocryphal books. Schiirer, for instance, ascribes it to the fact that _ - 
their contents are, for the most part, historical or didactic and not prophetic. dhe ues 
But this did not prevent references from being made to the expected universal ee. 
and eternal kingdom of Israel. Why-should it shut out the idea of the Messiah if 
it was still entertained? Hengstenberg? held that it was due to a fear, on the part of the 
apocryphal writers, of giving offense to the heathen among whom they dwelt. This view, 
however, is wholly inconsistent with the attitude which some of these books assume as over 
against the oppression and idolatry of the heathen. It is more reasonable to suppose with 
Grimm, Oehler, and others that the Jews, at the time when the present books were written, 
had ceased to feel the need of the coming of a personal Messiah. The Messianic hope in the 


Old Testament is always united with that of deliverance. As deliverance in a political sense 


this would not have been desired fora long time subsequent to the Maccabean struggle. And 
as far as it referred to a deliverance from sin the later Jews seem to have lost all conscious- 
ness of the want of it. The law in its two parts, as written and oral, was looked upon as sufli- 
cient for all needs, the complete revelation of God not only for the Jews but for the whole 
world. With the Captivity the worship of idols was given up in order to make an idol of 
their own institutions, particularly of the Mosaic Code. This is especially seen to-be the case 


1 Cf. particularly, Oebler, in Herzog’s Real-Encyk., art. “ Messias ;”” Langen, Das Tudenthum, etc., pp. 891-461 ; 
Schenkel, Bib. Lex., art.  Messias ;” Schiirer, pp. 563-599; and Drummond, The Jewish Messiah. 
2 Ev. Kirchen-Zeitung, 1853, p. 567. 
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in the Book of Wisdom, where the conception of wisdom is carried to such a point of devel- 
opment that there is absolutely no room left for any adequate idea of a Messiah alongside of 
it. If it does not include it, — which cannot be supposed, —it excludes it of necessity. We, 
therefore, agree in the main with Drummond, who says: * An argument from silence is al- 
ways more or less doubtful; but we can hardly help inferring, from their total silence on the 
subject, that the authors of these works had no belief in the coming of a Messiah. It cannot 
be said that their subjects did not lead them to speak of this belief; for the above references 
show how fully they shared the prophetic aspirations after the future glory of their race; and 
when they describe the magnificence of the Jerusalem that is to be, or dwell upon the cove- 
nant made with David, or picture all nations turning from their idolatry to the fear of God, 
it is inconceivable that they should omit the central figure through whose agency every bless- 
ing was to come, if such a personality really entered into their belief. We cannot of course 
conclude that the belief had entirely died out of the hearts of the Jewish people; for as we 
observed in the writings of the prophets that the person of the Messiah advances and recedes, 
as we turn from one to another, so a difference of opinion may have prevailed in the later 
time of which we are treating. But from .the little, and in part doubtful evidence that re- 
mains to us, it would seem that in the period between the Captivity and the rise of the Mac- 
cabees the Messianic hope resolved itself into vague anticipations of a glorious and happy 
future, in which the presence of God would be more manifest, but of which a Messiah would 
form no essential feature. 

In addition to what has just been said respecting the almost total ignoring in the apocry- 
phal books of that which forms the central figure of the later canonical Scriptures, 
attention should perhaps be called, in our estimate of the relative value of the 
former, to other points of dissimilarity. In very many respects, in fact, these books, 
so far from representing the continuity of the divine revelation and of the kingdom of God as 
set forth in the Old Testament, misinterpret and interrupt it. There is found in them, in- 
deed, a further development of Old Testament ideas, but, at the same time, such lines of de- 
velopment are rather interesting than valuable. They are mostly abnormal, and hence, un- 
healthy growths. They connect themselves with the superficial, variegated life of the peo- 
ple rather than with the deeper currents of religious thought that show themselves in the 
Scriptures. A direct line from Malachi to John the Baptist is not taken, but, on the con- 
trary, a path which, if pursued, would lead away from the manger of Bethlehem. Hence 
there seems to be no justification for the theory of Bleek (1. ce. p. 317), which recognizes in 
these works only a somewhat lower grade of the same kind of divine revelation and inspira- 
tion that are. found in the canonical Scriptures. On the contrary, false beacon lights are 
kindled by them such as those by which the Samaritans sought to confuse and mislead the 
Jewish colonists in Assyria. Judith glories in an act which was bewailed and denounced by 
a patriarch (ix. 2; cf. Gen. xlix. 5). In Tobit and Ecclesiasticus the idea of righteousness 
degenerates into simple mercifulness, and that mercifulness is mainly manifested in almsgiving. 
In the Maccabees, in addition to the disappearance of the accuracy and simplicity to be ex- 
pected in works of this character, we find a naive parade of legends, the most obvious anach- 
ronisms, the angelology of the Old Testament travestied and new doctrines taught which are 
utterly without Scriptural support.4 

The Israelitish history, in fact, is everywhere depicted on its worldly side, and the great 
moral goal of the same obviously lost sight of is, indeed, replaced by something else. There 
were, as we know, some, when Christ came, who were waiting for the ‘‘ consolation of Is- 
rael ” (Luke ii. 25), but they were, evidently, those whose thoughts had been busy with what 
Moses and the Prophets had written and not the admirers of the philosophy of Pseudo-Solo- 
mon, or such as had sought to mould their lives or stimulate their hopes by the precepts of the 
Son of Sirach. Here and there are to be found, it is true, feeble imitations of prophecy, but 
it was a true instinct that led Luther to say of the best specimens of it: “It is not credible 

1 The Jewish Messiah, pp. 198, 199. 


2 See works of Keerl, Stier, Kluge, Ebrard, Scheele, and others, as given in the Index of Authorities and articles hy 
Hengstenberg in the Evangel. Kirchen-Zeitung, 1858, 1854; Bleek in Stud. u. Krit., 1858, pp. 267-864; Nitzsch in the 


Deutsche Zeitschrift, 1850, Nos. 47-49; the introduction to Eichhorn’s Einleit. in die Apok. Schriften; and Igen, Die 
Geschichte Tobi’s, Vorrede, iii—xxiii, 





General con- 
clusions.2 


8 So Nitzsch, idem, p. 875: * Dass sie aber, und die vorziiglichsten am entschiedensten, die filteste Erscheinung des 


schul- und sektenmiissigen und von daher wieder dem Volksleben sich mehr oder minder beimischenden Judenthum 
hergaben, kann nicht bezweifelt werden.” 


4 See, for example of the latter, 2 Mace. xii, 89-46 ; and the remark applies especially to 2 and 3 Macc. 


= 


GENERAL INTRODUCTION. 49 





that the servant of Jeremiah should not have had a higher and richer spirit than this Ba- 
ruch.””+ We look in vain, moreover, for any traces of the sublimity and power that dis- 
play themselves in the poetry of Job and of the Psalms, and especially for that fineness of 
conception, modesty of coloring, and general excellence of literary taste that always charac- 
terize the rhetorical figures of the Old Testament.? And, finally, there is an extraordinary 
narrowness of spirit, as well as the process of its growth from stage to stage, exhibited in the 
apocryphal books with respect to the Jewish people, their place in history, their relations to 
Jehovah, and their future destiny, that, in no sense, fairly represents the teachings of the Old 
Testament, but is rather a caricature of them, and that serves not a little to prepare the way 
for the Pharisaic bitterness which afterwards uttered itself against the One true Interpreter 
of the ancient faith and Founder of the universal religion in the contemptuous words, “ Away 
with him! Crucify him!” ; 

Still, one should not be blinded by any of these reasons to the fact that the Old Testament 
Apocrypha have a value, as we have before shown, quite independent of any questions of 
canonicity. They are witnesses that cannot be overlooked, if not in all respects such as we 
might desire. They have a value as witnesses, moreover, in what they fail to say as well as 
in that which, with no little confusion and contradiction, they do say. At least, as a foil 
they serve to set off in a clearer light the unrivaled dignity and worth of the writings with 
which they are associated. And as reflecting, too, in all its various phases the popular life 
of the Jewish people in the period when they appeared, they can never be otherwise than im- 
portant. It was one of the most eventful of epochs in the history of Israel. During it they 
came in more or less direct contact with every civilized people of the earth; achieved, in the 
most heroic of struggles, and lost again their national independence; determined the canon 
of the Sacred Bocks; evolved the order of the Scribes and the worship of the synagogues; 
began the so-called hedge around the law which still exists in Mishna and Gemara; devel- 
oped in bitter strife over points of interpretation and precedent the later parties with their 
sharp antagonisms — and the present books are a kind of cross-section of the period by means 
of which, in the way of example, all this political and moral activity is reproduced before us. 
Besides they are the repository of not a few philological and grammatical treasures, furnish 
many a term and form employed by Christ and his Apostles as the vehicle of the grandest 
revelations, so that no thorough student of the New Testament can afford to overlook or de- 
spise them. And there is good in them too, of another sort. No one can help being at- 
tracted and charmed by the picture of wisdom drawn for us by the Alexandrian Solomon; 
and there are succinct, well-worded proverbs to be found here and there in the Son of Sirach 
that shine with the beauty and speak with the power of the deepest moral truth. It is re- 
lated of John Bunyan,’ that being greatly comforted by a certain passage which occurred to 
him, he was nevertheless perplexed that he could not find it within the four corners of the 
Bible. It was this: ‘‘ Look at the generations of old and see; did ever any trust in the Lord 
and was confounded?” He says in regard to it: ‘‘ Then I continued above a year and could 
not find the place; but, at Iast, casting my eyes upon the Apocrypha books I found it in the 
tenth verse of the second chapter of Ecclesiasticus. This at the first did somewhat daunt 
me; because it was not in those texts that we call holy or canonical. Yet as this sentence 
was the sum and substance of many of the promises, it was my duty to take the comfort of 
it, and I bless God for that word, for it was good to me. That word doth still oft-times shine 


before my face.” 
8. History of the Old Testament Apocrypha. 
The Apocryphal books of the Old Testament, either as a whole or in part, were never 


admitted by the Jews into connection with what is known as the Hebrew canon. yirst con 
nection o 


They became associated with the Scriptures, at first, solely through the Septua- pee pe mtos 


gint version. The Jews speaking Greek who made use of that translation, hav- pha with the 
ing laxer views than their brethren of Palestine concerning inspiration and canon P > 
icity, and, at the same time, regarding it simply as a version of the Scriptures, did not hesi- 
tate to connect with it, for ecclesiastical use, such other moral works of Jewish authors as 
from time to time appeared, with but little discrimination as to their real merits. J osephus 
gives the number of books of the actual canon in: his day as twenty-two (c. Ap. i. 8), and, 
i i - 10. 
? Grae Ee Ueatldine sey a oe “The Rhetorical Figures of the Old Testament.” 


8 See Stanley, iii. 265. 
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as the Jews in the time of Origen (Euseb., Ec. Hist., vi. 25) and Jerome (Prol. to Books. 
of Sam.) were accustomed to reckon the books of our present canon at that number, it is 
doubtless true that Josephus included in his list simply and solely the books of our present 
canon This testimony of Josephus is the more important because, as we know from his 
writings, he was well acquainted with several of the apocryphal books and used them freely. 
Further, it seems clear that the Jews never had any other canon of the Scriptures than that 
which is known as the Hebrew, and which, according to Josephus and other witnesses, was 
composed of the books that make up our present Old Testament Scriptures. It has been 
sufficiently proved by Oehler ? and Frankel ® that the Jews, even at Alexandria, did not at- 
tach the idea of canonical authority to the Septuagint, much less to the additions that were 
made to it, and that the notion of a separate Alexandrian canon of the Scriptures, as distin- 
guished from a Hebrew canon, never prevailed among them. 

It may also be true that the Alexandrian Jews did not hold to the idea of a canon, in its 
Properly strict sense, at all, but adopted principles rather that were antagonistic to it. 
speaking Still, so far as they held to the notion of a canon, it was not to a canon of their 
there was no ; : +s 
Alexandrian OWN as over against that of their Palestinian brethren, but one that was repre-_ 
pene sented in the original Hebrew Scriptures as current in their native land. As 
their Keyptian temple at Leontopolis never rose to the first place in their esteem, as they re- 
ceived all higher judicial decisions and their most authoritative teachers from Palestine,* so it 
is clear that their Greek version of the Scriptures could not have been regarded by them, at 
least at first, as holding any other than a subordinate place, as anything more, in fact, than 
a temporary expedient for supplying themselves, as far as possible, with the sacred literature 
of their people. And the fact that they permitted other works like Judith, Tobit, and the 
Story of Susanna to be associated with this version points to such a conclusion even more 
directly than to the one that their notion of the canon altogether was a very loose one. The 
legends that were invented and the various efforts that were subsequently made to give the ~ 
version currency and authority were the natural consequence of the spirit of distrust and jeal- 
ousy that existed between the Jews of Egypt and those of Palestine, a spirit whose bitterness 
shows itself in the well-known utterances of the Palestinian party: “ He who studies the un- 
canonical books will have no portion in the world to come.’’ ‘‘ He who introduces into his 
house more than. the twenty-four (7. e., our twenty-two) introduces confusion.’?® Kuenen, 
also, has recognized the fact, that the Septuagint version, in itself, had in no sense for the 
Jews of Alexandria and the Dispersion the force of an authoritative standard. Speaking of 
the criticisms of the same by the grandson of Jesus ben Sirach, he adds: ‘‘ Thus, either the 
whole of the Old Testament which we now possess, or, at any rate, by far the greater part of 
it, was then translated, but — as it also follows from the words just quoted —as yet had no 
manner of authority, and was tested by the original by any one who had the power and the 
inclination to do so.’’ § 

It is not to be disputed, however, that the Jews of Alexandria and of the Dispersion gen- 
A ities erally, on the grounds above given, received to théir collection of the sacred 
pha and the books as contained in the LXX., those also which we now designate as the Old 
New Testa- Testament Apocrypha. But it is a most interesting fact, that notwithstanding 

that the New Testament writers in citing the Old Testament make use of this 
Greek translation, they do not, in a single well-accredited instance, quote any of the apocry- 
phal works that were connected with it.7 And even certain supposed reminiscences and 
latent references to them which have been noticed by scholars are of an uncertain -character, 
and may better be referred to a general traditional source of historical material from which 
these writers in common with others drew.§ This remarkable cireumstance can scarcely be 
explained, with Schiirer, considering the extent and miscellaneous character of the Apocry- 


1 Cf. Schiirer in Herzog’s Real-Encyk. (2te Aufi.), art. « Apokryphen des A. T.” 

2 Herzog’s Real-Encgk., art. Kanon,” 8 Vorstudien, pp. 56-61. 4 First, Der Kan. des A. T., p. 142. 

5 Of. First, idem, pp. 140-150. 6 iii. 178, 174. 

ue See, on the general subject, Kuinoel, Obdservationes, ete.; Bleek in Stud. u. Krit., 1858, p. 825, ff. ; Stier, Keerl, and 
Nitzsch, 1, ¢.; Fritzsche in Schenkel’s Bid. Lex., art.  Apok. des A, T.;”? and Schiirer in Herzog’s Real-Encyk. (2te 
Aufl.), idem. i 

8 So Nitzsch, 1. c.: *Demungeachtet bleibt es vollkommen denkbar, dass Christus und die Aposteln als Zeugen der 
Offenbarung, zwar unablassig beschiftigt mit Gesetz, Propheten und Psalmen, sogar von den wichtigeren Apokryphen 
keine Kenntniss nahmen, dass sie durch keine Rede oder schriftliche Aeusserung eine Hinweisung auf dieselben beabsich- 
tigten, und allenthalben, wo ein so nahes Zusammentreffen beider Seiten in Worten und Gedanken stattfindet beide von 
einander unabhingig aus den gemeinsamen Vorstellungskreisen testamentischer Religion schdpfen.” : 
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pha and the number of times the Old Testament is cited in the New, on the ground that the 


Apocrypha belong to that special category of Old Testament writings which are seldom, or 
not at all quoted, but must be considered as, to some extent, the natural— not to say super- 
natural -— result of the well-known relation in which these books stood to the canon, and also 
of the fact, noticed under the previous head, that they lay outside the direct line of the divine 
revelation of redemption in Jesus Christ. 

Hence, the assertion of some Roman Catholic theologians is false, that the Apostles gave a 
Bible containing the Apocrypha to the churches established by them. On the 
contrary, the most that can be said is that the Apostles used a version of the Old Phe atray 
Testament which contained the Apocrypha, but with so careful an avoidance of oe 
the latter that it cannot with certainty be affirmed that in all their writings they ~ 
make a single direct allusion to them. It was otherwise, however, with their successors. The 
so-called Apostolic Fathers, without making any positive citations from these works, undoubt- 
edly show acquaintance with them. Clement of Rome, for instance (ce. lv.), alludes to Judith 
as an example of heroism on the part of a woman. In the Epistle of Barnabas (c. xix.), there 
seems to be a reference to Ecclesiasticus (iv. 31); at least, the two passages have a certain 
similarity of thought. In a fragment of the Second Epistle of Clement (xvi. 4), which ap- 
pears in the edition of the Apostolic Fathers by Gebhardt and Harnack (Lips., 1875), is a 
possible reminiscence of a passage in Tobit (xii. 8, 9), although the resemblance is only in 
general coloring. And Justin Martyr (Apol., i. 46), evidently made use of the Additions to 
Daniel, but not in such a way that it ean properly be inferred that he regarded the book as a 
legitimate part of the Scriptures. The first actual citation of the Apocrypha among Chris- 
tian writers occurs in Irenzus, who quotes from Baruch as from a composition of Jeremiah 
(Adv. Her., v. 35; cf. iv. 20). Clement of Alexandria, too, cites Baruch as 7 ela ypapn (Peed., 
ii. 3; ef. Strom., iv. 16.) Tertullian, also, refers to Ecclesiasticus with the usual formula of 
citation from Scripture, sicut scriptum est (Ex. Cast., c. ii.; cf. Adv. Valent., c. ii., and De Cultu 
Fem., i. 3). And Cyprian makes use of a number of the apocryphal books, introducing cita- 
tions with the words: sicut secriptum est and scriptura dwina dicit. 

It would not, however, be putting the matter in just the proper light to say, with some, 
that Christian writers of the first centuries made no essential distinction between Qe 
the books of the Hebrew canon and those of the Apocrypha. They found in their cited care- 
Greek Bibles the Apocrypha connected with the books of the Hebrew canon, and, bene 
as it would seem, solely through ignorance or inadvertence, at least with no intention of giv- 
ing them a theological significance and indorsement which should be valid for subsequent 
times, made use of them, although far less proportionably, than of the canonical Scriptures. 
It does not seem, moreover, quite fair to say, that, in the early church, cases of dissent from 
the validity of the apocryphal writings were simply sporadic and the result of learned inves- 
tigation, without representing any general view. For, apart from these incidental efforts at 
actual examination, there was nothing that could be characterized as intelligent opinion on 
the subject. It was simply drifting. The mere fact that these works were found in the Bible 
in common use, was enough, in itself, as we know from similar results still, in places where 
the Apocrypha are circulated in connection with the canonical Scriptures, to account fully 
for the esteem in which they seem to have been held. And it is as remarkable as significant a 
fact, that in instances where special investigations with reference to the matter were made, 
as in the case of Melito of Sardis (Euseb., H. E., iv. 33), and Origen (idem, vi. 25) the line 
was unhesitatingly drawn which excluded all this later Jewish literature from the canon of 
Scripture. That Origen was so inconsistent as to cite the Apocrypha as Scripture, notwith- 
standing his deliberate judgment respecting their relative value, and even to defend them as 
such, in the heat of discussion (Epist. ad African., c. xiii.), shows simply the power of fixed 
habit. In his commentary on Matthew he candidly remarks: ‘ It is the part of a great man 
to hear and fulfill that which is said, ‘ Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.’ Still, 
for the sake of those who cannot, like ‘money-changers,’ distinguish whether words are to be 
held as true or false, and cannot guard themselves carefully, so as to hold that which is true 
and yet abstain from all evil appearance, no one ought to use for the confirmation of doctrines 
any books which are not received in the canonized Scriptures.” >. 

There can be no doubt, further, that, as a result of investigation on the part of men of 
g, a gradual change was introduced in Christian public sentiment, so that, while the 

1 See Westcott, Bib. in Church, p. 137. 
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practice of different writers was various, the theory that came to prevail among the principal 
leaders of thought demanded that a decided difference should be made between the 
Investiga- Looks of the Hebrew canon and the subsequent additions. By Athanasius, for 


tion pro- 5 . 
duced a instance, the apocryphal works were assigned a separate place under the title of 
were “ ecclesiastical books ”’ (Epist. Fest., 39). On the other hand, Cyril of Jerusalem, 


Gregory of Nazianzus, and Amphilochius, give lists of the Old Testament Scriptures, in which 
the Apocrypha do not at all oceur. These books, in fact, as a whole, were never adopted 
into any catalogue of the Scriptures recognized by an early general council. It has been 
affirmed that three synods —all African and under the dominating influence of Aucustine — 
formally sanctioned the Apocrypha along with the canonical books, putting all in the same 
rank.! But this is saying quite too much, such recognition referring to ecclesiastical use only.- 
Moreover, Augustine himself repeatedly makes a distinction between the Hebrew canon and 
the Apocrypha, admitting that the latter are not of unquestionable authority. Against the 
Donatists, who cited a passage found in 2 Maccabees (xiv. 37), he denied the soundness of 
the argument, on the ground that the book was not admitted into the Hebrew canon, to which 
Christ bore witness, although ‘it had been received by the church not unprofitably, if it 
were heard or read judiciously.”’ ? 
Of the Greek church generally it may be said, that as early as the fourth century, under 
Origen’s influence, the Hebrew canon was accepted as properly fixing the limits of 
ae no ek the Old Testament Scriptures, even the reading of the Apocrypha being in some 
pain cases forbidden. And this position the Greek church —the same is also true of 
‘ the older Syrian church —has maintained, with but a slight wavering of individ- 
ual fathers, to the present day. At the Reformation this church, in harmony with the en- 
tire body of Protestants, reaffirmed its decision that the books of the Hebrew canon, alone, 
are to be held as authoritative, although more recently, through the probable influence of the 
Romish church and in opposition to Protestants, there has been an apparent weakening in 
this respect. In the Latin, or Western church, also, such fathers as Jerome, Hilary, and 
Rufinus, took a position of greater or less opposition to the Apocrypha. The latter declared 
(Expos. in Symb. Apost., c. 26) of the books of the Hebrew canon that they were the “in- 
spired Scriptures,” ‘* Hx quibus fidei nostre assertiones constare soluerunt.”” Besides these there 
were others that were “non canonica sed ecclesiastica a majoribus appellati sunt.’? ‘The pro- 
nounced attitude of Jerome, also, is well known. After enumerating (Prol. Galeatus to the 
books of Samuel), the works of the Hebrew canon, he says: ‘* Quidquid extra hos est, inter 
Apocrypha esse ponendum.’’ And in another place (Ep. ad Letam), he speaks very dispar- 
agingly of the Apocrypha, saying that there was much evil mixed up with them and that it 
required great skill to seek out the gold in the mud: ‘‘ multaque his adnuxta vitiosa, et grandis 
esse prudentie aurum in luto querere.”’ Still, it is to be admitted, that Augustine’s uncertain 
position (cf. De Doctr. Christ., ii. 81), together with the thorough hold of the popular mind 
which the Apocrypha had gained by their early use in the Old Latin versions, and the incon- 
sistent practice of nearly all those Fathers who theoretically condemned such indiscriminate 
use, prevented, notwithstanding the weighty opposition mentioned, a full and just settlement 
of the matter. And it remained an unsettled question down to the time of the Reformation, 
a goodly list of Christian scholars refusing to be bound by the opinion of Augustine as over 
against that of the more learned and accurate Jerome, although the former had the sanction 
of the Roman bishop. Gregory the Great (A. p. 590-604), for example, apologizes for ad- 
ducing a proof text from 1 Maccabees, since it was not a canonical book (Moral. in Job, xix. 
17). So Anastasius Sinaita (tA. D. 599), Venerable Bede (cir. A. D. 672-735), Notker, Abbot 
of St. Gall (A. D. 830-912), Hugo of St. Victor (a. p. 1140), Hugo Carensis in the thirteenth 
century, Antonius, Archbishop of Florence in the fifteenth, and the Cardinals Ximenes and 
Caietan in the sixteenth century, among many others,‘ adopted, for substance, the opinion of 
Jerome, which excluded our apocryphal books from the list of canonical Scriptures. 
Until that of Trent (A. D. 1545-1563), no general council of the church, either in the first 
The Council Centuries or in the Middle Ages, had ever given any decision on the question of 
of Trent. —_— the limits of the canon or the contents of the Holy Scriptures. It was the criti- 


1 Davidson’s Introd. io O. T., iii. 348. 2 Of. Westcott, ide 
8 See Bleek’s Introd. to O, T., ii. 836. mele 


4 See a full list of such scholars in Keerl (ed. of 1852), pp. 140-144 ; and ef. De Wette, p. 64; Re Geschi 
N. T., ii. 54 ff. ; and Westcott, Bib. in Church, chap. ix. , Dy ok oa 
5 Of. Delitzsch, Lehrsystem der Rémischen Kirche, pp. 885-418; Oredner, Geschichte der N. T. Kan., p. 382 ff.; Buck- 
ley, Hist. of C. of Trent, passim; and Hase, Church History, p. 454, with authorities there cited. 
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cisms of Protestants, particularly of Erasmus and Luther, on the loose practice of Roman- 
ists respecting the Bible, that led to a consideration of the subject at this time. From the 
writings of the latter reformer which had been spread before the council were selected cer- 
tain expressions, in which he had declared his approval of the books of the Hebrew canon 
alone, exclusive of the Apocrypha, and his rejection of the so-called antilegomena of the 
New Testament. In the discussion that took place over them the same difference of opinion 
showed itself among the assembled ecclesiastics that had always ruled in the church, since 
the times of Jerome and Augustine. Some advised that the course of Gregory the Great and 
Caietan be pursued, and that two distinct classes of books in the Scriptures be recoenized, 
arguing that Augustine, also, had really been of this opinion. Others held that there were 
rather three classes of writings embraced in the Bible: the acknowledged, the disputed, and 
the apocryphal, and that whatever decision was made one should take account of: this fact. 
Still others considered it unwise to attempt any decision /of the perplexing problem, and pro- 
posed that the council should content itself with giving a bare list of the books of Scripture 
and leave the question of their relative worth open. But against these several views a fourth 
party, which contended for the position that all the books usually included in the Scriptures 
should be pronounced of equal canonicity and authority, finally prevailed. Although this fact 
is denied by some Romanist theologians, the form of the decree itself places the matter be- 
yond a doubt. It is as follows: “The holy, ecumenical and general council of Trent... . 
following the example of the orthodox fathers, receives and venerates all the books of the Old 
and New Testaments . . . . and also traditions pertaining to faith and conduct .... with 
an equal feeling of devotion and reverence.” The list of the books then follows, including the 
Old Testament Apocrypha, in the following order: “ Esdre primus et secundus, qui dicitur 
Nehemias, Tobias, Judith, Esther, Job, Psalterium Davidicum centum quinquaginta psal- 
morum, Parabole, Ecclesiastes, Canticum Canticorum, Sapientia, Ecclesiasticus, Isaias, Jere- 
mias cum Baruch. The two books of Maccabees (duo Machabeorum, primus et secundus) 
were placed at the end of the Old Testament after the Minor Prophets. This order is wor- 
thy of special attention, since, contrary to an earlier resolution of the body which had deter- 
mined on the arrangement found in the Augustinian canon, where all the apocryphal books 
are placed at the end of the Old Testament, and so in a comparatively subordinate position, 
they are here mixed up with the rest in the same manner as in the Greek Bible1 Following 
the list of the books of the Old and New Testaments the decree goes on to say: “ If, how- 
ever, any one does not receive the entire books with all their parts, as they are accustomed to 
be read in the Catholic church and in the Old Latin Vulgate edition, as sacred and canonical, 
let him be anathema.’’ 

The concluding sentence of the decree, moreover, serves to show in what sense the Triden- 
tine ecclesiastics meant the words ‘‘ with an equal feeling of devotion and rever- 5,. a, .r06 
ence,”’ as applied to the books of Scripture, should be taken: “‘ Let every one how to be 
therefore know what principle the synod in the establishment of the creed and i ¥TPTeted. 
the restoration of the usages of the church makes use of.’ That is to say: all these books, 
in like manner, and in an equal degree, are to be regarded as sources of Christian doctrine and 
practice. In fact, no consistent Romish theologian has the right, in view of the decisions of 
this council, to allow that there is any essential difference of authority among the books thus 
pronounced ‘sacred and canonical.’ It is true that some of them still continue to speak of 
works ‘‘ canonical ’’ and “ deutero-canonical,’”’ meaning by the latter the Apocrypha. Bellar- 
min even distinguishes three classes of Scriptural writings, reckoning the Apocrypha among 
those whose authority, notwithstanding their prophetic and apostolic origin, has not always 
been undisputed. But no theologian of this church, at the risk of being charged with heresy, 
is permitted to doubt that all of these works are to be esteemed as a part of the inspired 
Word of God, and that they are legitimate sources from which Christian dogmas may be de- 
rived. The declaration that the text of these books as found in the Vulgate is the alone 
authentic and authoritative, the same having been hastily and most imperfectly prepared by 
Jerome, a notorious opponent of the Apocrypha, and the attempt to support their action in 
general respecting the books of Scripture on the basis of previous conciliar decisions, as those 
of Laodicea, of Carthage, and of Florence, show in what a fatal network of contradictions 
the Roman Catholic divines at Trent involved themselves. The decision of the first council 
was of a directly contrary nature, while those of the other two, if indeed that of Florence 
respecting the Scriptures can be considered genuine, had an entirely different scope. 

1 See Kaulen, Geschichte der Vulgata,.p. 889, cited by Delitasch, idem, p. 392. 
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And it is obvious that this important step was taken by the Council of Trent for other than 
simple historical reasons. Without doubt one of these was to emphasize, as much 
ey for as possible, the differences existing between themselves and the Protestants as 
represented by their two great leaders, Erasmus and Luther. In fact, this pur- 
pose was openly announced by Cardinal Polus.t Another reason is to be found in the weighty 
circumstance that the apocryphal books might be found very useful, if not, indeed, absolutely 
essential in defending certain peculiar dogmas of the Romish church, as, for instance, that of 
the intercession of angels (Tob. xii. 12) and of departed saints (2 Mace. xv. 14; cf. Bar. iii. 
4), of the merit of good works (Tob. iv. 7; Ecclus. iii. 30), its teaching concerning purgatory 
and the desirability that the living pray for the dead (2 Mace. xii. 42 ff.). Tanner ? candidly 
acknowledges, indeed, that the Apocrypha were pronounced canonical because the ‘‘ church 
found its own spirit in these books.’’ Still further, it was a matter of no little interest to 
maintain at all hazards the dignity of the Vulgate, and this would have been greatly imper- 
iled if, on the authority of a general council, so large a part of it as was contained in the 
Old Testament Apocrypha was declared to be of inferior value. But if none of these rea- 
sons considered separately, or when taken together, could be regarded as sufficient to deter- 
mine the action of the council with reference to the Scriptures, there is another whose weight 
cannot be disputed. It is the principle that then dominated and must ever dominate in such 
a system as the Romish church represents, namely, that there are no distinct periods of di- 
vine revelation, but that it is an uninterrupted process going forward in and through the 
church. ‘* When therefore the Catholic church insists with special emphasis on the full and 
equal canonicity of the Apocrypha, its interest in them, before all, declares itself for the 
reason that by their means the gaps in the inspired literature are filled up and that continu- 
ity [‘‘ solidaritiit ’’] of canonical development restored, which, in turn, forms the innermost 
idea of the dogma of tradition.” § 

Karlstadt, one of the early friends of Luther, was the first in the Protestant church to give 
Writers on Particular attention to the subject of the Canon.4 While placing all the so-called 
abe Exetee: Apocrypha outside the same, he made the distinction among them of apoeryphi ta- 

"men agiographi et plane apocryphi virgis censoriis. To the first class belonged 
Wisdom, Ecclesiasticus, Judith, Tobit, and the two books of the Maccabees. In the first 
complete original edition of Luther’s version of the Bible, the Apocrypha were placed at the 
end of the Old Testament as an appendix, with the title, “‘ Apocrypha —that is, books that 
are not held as equal to the Holy Scriptures and yet are good and useful to read.”” It may 
be said, in general, that the opinion of Luther on this subject became the prevailing one in 
the church whieh he represented. But such a statement should not be made without limita- 
tions. Luther’s view was a too subjective one to be made the platform of an important 
branch of the Christian church. Personal feeling more than historical evidence, or gram- 
matical criticism, he made the test of canonicity. He did not hesitate to admit that the 
Scriptures contained many imperfections and logical errors. He sometimes took the liberty 
of explaining passages from the Old Testament in a way different from that in which they are 
explained in the New Testament. Of Paul’s symbolical interpretation of the history of Ha- 
gar and Sarah, for instance, he declared that it was ‘‘ too weak to hold.’’? 5 Hence, it does not 
surprise us that besides excluding the Apocrypha of the Old Testament from the Bible he 
distinguished in the New Testament the antilegomena from the other books by assigning them 
to a subordinate position. The leader’s influence was so far felt in the Lutheran church that 
the matter of the canon was left in its standards, for the most part, an open question. Like 
the doctrine of inspiration, the fact of the existence of a canon of Scripture was rather some- 
thing that was assumed than made a distinct dogma. Still, in the so-called Form of Concord 
which, on the 25th of June, 1580, the fiftieth anniversary of the publication of the Augsburg 
Confession, was solemnly promulgated by the Elector of Saxony, and for a large part of the 
Lutheran church had the force of a creed, it was declared that the Prophetical and A postoli- 
cal Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments constitute the only rule of faith, and that no 
other writings have equal authority.6 Moreover, the position and title which had been given 
to the Apocrypha in the German Bible, in that of Ziirich and Strassburg of 1529, as well as 

1 Delitzsch, idem, p. 895. 


2 Ueber das katholische Traditions und das Protestantische Schriftprincip, p. 127. 
8 Holtamann, Kanon und Tradit., p. 481 f. 
4 De Canonicis Scripturis Libellus. 


5 See Herzog’s Real- 9) Vi» 
8 See Art. “ Concordien-Formel ” in Herzog's Real-Encyk., iii. 87 ££. Oe a one 
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Luther’s of 1534, in the absence of a distinct article in the Confession respecting them, 
served as a guide in the formation of opinions. And subsequently, a number of distinguished 
Lutheran theologians, as Chemnitz, Hollaz, and Gerhard, drew a sharp line of distinction in 
their writings between the books qui in codice quidem sed non in canone biblico exstant, and 
those which immediato Dei afjlatu scripti sunt. 

Yet, not only in theory but also in practice, the Reformed church took a more pronounced 
position with respect to these works than the Lutheran. The Helvetic Confession 
declares unequivocally : “ Credimus Scripturas canonicas sive prophetarum ct Apos- aes 
tolorum utriusque Testamenti ipsum esse verbum Dei.”? As Westcott has said: 
‘The Lutherans, or more strictly Luther, judged the Written Word by the Gospel contained 
in it, now in fuller now in scantier measure, to which the Word in man bore witness: the 
Calvinists, accepting without hesitation the Old Testament from the Jewish Church and 
the New Testament from the Christian Church, set up the two records as the outward test and 
spring of all truth, absolutely complete in itself and isolated from all history.’?1_ The French 
Bible of 1535 says of the Old Testament in the title to the same, that itis made up of the 
books translated from the Hebrew, and gives the Apocrypha in the form of an appendix with 
the heading: ‘* The volume of the Apocryphal Books contained in the Vulgate translation 
which we have not found in the Hebrew or Chaldee.’? This may be taken as expressing the 
deliberate judgment of Calvin, who was the responsible editor of the work. In the Confession 
of Faith made at Basle (1534) and in the two Helvetic Confessions (1536, 1566), as well as in 
the Genevan Catechism (1545), the references to the Scriptures are all of a positive character, 
but no express list of the canonical books is given, the same being generally understood to be 
conterminous in the Old Testament with the Hebrew canon. The Belgian Confession (1561- 
1563) mentions the books by name, both those of the Old and of the New Testament, and 
adds : ‘‘ These books alone we receive as sacred and canonical non tam, quod ecclesia eos pro 
hujusmodi recipiat et approbet, quam imprimis quod spiritus sanctus cordibus nostris testatur a deo 
profectos esse comprobationemque in se ipsis habeant.’’? In the Confession of the French Re- 
formed church (1561), art. 4, the Apocrypha are apparently comprehended under the title : 
‘* Alii libri eeclesiastici, qui ut sint utiles, non sunt tamen ejusmodi, ut ex iis constitui possit aliquis 
Jidet articulus.’’ 2 

The discussions that were held on the subject of the canon at the synod of Dort are of 
much interest, and seem worthy of a more extended notice. According to the 
official records published at Leyden in 1620 (Acta Synodi Dordrechtane), in the Mas oho 
ninth sitting (1618-1619), the following result was reached: ‘‘ Since it is clear 
that the apocryphal books are mere human writings, some of them spurious and disfigured by 
Jewish legends and inventions, as, for instance, the books of Judith, Susanna, Tobit, Bel and 
the Dragon, and particularly the third and fourth book of Ezra; since some of them, also, in 
doctrinal and historical points contain contradictions to the canonical books; and since they 
neither in the Jewish or early Christian church were added to the codex of the Old Testa- 
ment: it was consequently discussed whether these books were even worthy of a special 
translation, and further, whether it were best that they should be bound up in the same vol- 
ume with the sacred codex, inasmuch as such a connection in the course of time might, as 
in the papal church, expose to the danger that mere human productions would finally come 
to be esteemed by the ignorant as canonical and divine. The matter having been considered 
for a long time, and the most diverse and weighty grounds adduced on both sides, further time 
was desired in order to give said grounds riper deliberation.”” ‘‘ In the tenth sitting, 
Gomarus and Diodati (of Geneva), together with other pastors, presented their views in 
written form, and the opinion of those from Tiibingen having also been heard, the majority 
voted: *‘ The Apocrypha should be translated into Dutch, but it did not seem necessary to 
bestow the same careful attention upon them as is demanded in the translation of the canon- 
ical books.’’? It was further resolved to continue to permit the Apocrypha to be bound up 
with the other books, but only on the condition that they be separated from them by a suit- 
able space, and be marked by a special title in which it should be emphasized that they were 
purely human, — in fact, apocryphal books. They were to be printed in smaller type, differ- 
ently paged, and the places where they differed from the canonical books indicated on the 
margin, particularly the passages cited by the Papists in support of their peculiar dogmas. 


1 Bib. in Church, p. 248. 2 See Herzog’s Real-Encyk. vii. 266. 
8 See Zeitschrift fiir historische Theologie, 1854, pp. 645-648. : 
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And finally, they were assigned a place, not as usual, between the Old and New Testaments, 
but at the end of the whole Bible. 

In the sixth of the Latin Articles of 1562 of the Anglican church, translated into English 
the following year, the Old Testament Apocrypha are enumerated, with the ex- 
ception of Baruch, which, however, was doubtless meant to be included in Jere- 
miah, under the title of “ other books,” that were to be read for “example of life 
and instruction of manners,’’ but were not to be used for the support of doctrines (ad exem- 
pla vitee et formandos mores, illos tamen ad dogmata confirmanda non adhibet). In the Articles of 
1571, ratified by Parliament in their English form, the Book of Baruch is mentioned by name 
as well as all the rest usually found in the list.. In practice, however, the Anglican forms an 
exception in some respects to the otherwise universal rule of all branches of the Reformed 
church, Passages from Tobit and Wisdom are quoted in the Homilies as Scripture; Baruch 
is called a prophet; and quotations from the Book of Tobit are also still retained in the Com- 
munion Service (Tob. iv. 8, 9). A proposition in Convocation to substitute for these refer- 
ences others taken from the canonical Scriptures was made in 1689, but was voted down by 
a majority of the members.!_ The same general position as that taken in the English Articles 
with respect to the Apocrypha was also adopted in the Irish Articles of 1615. They declare 
that the books commonly called Apocrypha are not inspired, ‘‘ and therefore are not of suffi- 
cient authority to establish any point of doctrine; but the Church doth read them as containing 
many worthy things for example of life and instruction of manners.’’ In the various trans- 
lations of the Bible that were made for use in England, from that of Coverdale in 1535 to the 
Authorized Version of 1611, the Apocrypha were invariably found, but in a subordinate po- 
sition, and usually prefaced by a note characterizing them as ‘‘ Apocrypha,”’ or more fully, 
as writings without dogmatic authority. Coverdale, in his first edition, put Baruch among 
the canonical books, but in the second (1550), among the apocryphal. In Cranmer’s Bible 
of 1540 the term Hagiographa is strangely employed instead of Apocrypha as a title, and in 
later editions even this is omitted. The Westminster Confession (1643) treats of the Scrip- 
tures in its first five articles. The third is as follows: “The books commonly called Apocry- 
pha, not being of divine inspiration, are no part of the canon of Scripture; and therefore are 
of no authority in the Church of God, or to be any otherwise approved or made use of than 
other human writings.”’ 

Although under cover of a supposed hereditary right the Apocrypha had found a place, if 
subsequent 82 inferior one, in the English Bible, it was destined soon to lose the same. As 
history of | early as in the edition of 1629 (‘‘ Imprinted at London by Bonham Norton and 
ene John Bill, Printers to the King’s Most Excellent Majestie’’), the apocryphal 
a books began to be omitted. In 1643, Dr. Lightfoot, in a sermon from Luke i. 17, 

‘ delivered before the House of Commons, dénounced them as the ‘‘ wretched 
Apocrypha,”’ a ‘‘ patchery of human invention,” by which the end of the Law was divorced 
from the beginning of the Gospel. Again in 1645, in the same place, he pleaded for ‘‘a 
review and survey of the translation of the Bible,’’? and that Parliament as a body would 
‘look into the oracle, if there be anything amiss there and remove it.’? Providentially, 
it was not left to the government of England to interfere in the matter, but without any 
special official act these books came, as by common consent, to be omitted from new editions 
of the Authorized Version. 

During the present century two important conflicts have sprung up over the Apocrypha, 
i ne both occasioned by the demand of Protestant Christians on the continent of 
flicts.2 Europe. that these books be bound up and circulated with the canonical Serip- 

tures. From its first organization in 1804, the British and Foreign Bible Society 
had been accustomed to give aid to similar societies on the continent, the so-called Canstein 
Bibles containing the Apocrypha being made use of for circulation there. After a few years 
considerable opposition to the measure began to manifest itself among some of the auxiliary 
societies, particularly in Scotland. As early as 1811, consequently, a request was made of 
the European beneficiaries by the parent society, that they leave out the Apocrypha from 
the Bibles whose circulation was promoted by the same. So much feeling, however, was 
awakened by it, and the fact became so obvious that there was no probability of its being 
complied with on the continent, that, after two years, it was withdrawn. From this time 


1 Cf. Macaulay, Hist. of Eng., iii. 887, 888. New York, 1850. : 
2 Of. An. Reports of ee and Foreign Bib. Soc., and Histories of that Society by Owen and Brown respectively. 
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until the year 1819 there was a continual discussion of the subject in the pulpit and press of 
Great Britain, all parties, on the Protestant side, admitting that the Apocrypha were un- 
inspired writings, but without being able to agree on the point of their relative worth and 
the propriety of circulating them with funds contributed to a Bible Society. Assistance given 
in the year 1819 toward publishing a Roman Catholic version in Italian, Spanish, and Por- 
tuguese, brought matters to a crisis, the Edinburgh branch characterizing the action as a 
breach of previous contracts. The parent society, after long deliberation, resolved (1822) to 
retrace its course, deciding that henceforth its funds should be used only for the distribution 
of the canonical Scriptures, and that whatever was done by auxiliaries toward printing and 
publishing the Apocrypha should be done at their own expense. Such a middle course, how- 
ever, served rather to enhance than diminish the difficulties of the situation. An appropria- 
tion of five hundred pounds made, under these conditions, to Leander Van Ess to aid him in 
the publication of his Bible, he agreeing to provide independently the necessary means for in- 
cluding the Apocrypha with the same, called forth the most vigorous protests. It was asserted 
that the society would thereby be condoning a serious fault, and, in effect, lending its influ- 
ence to give the color of inspiration to books that were full of errors, even below the level of 
many human writings, and that contained not a few actual contradictions of the canonical 
Scriptures. 

The consequence was that in December, 1824, the directors of the society voted to rescind 
the action taken about three months before, and now declared that they would aid in the 
publication of Bibles containing the Apocrypha only in case the same were printed as an 
appendix to the canonical books and not distributed among them. The excitement, however, 
already ran too hich to be allayed by such a measure. It was argued that it was the duty of 
the society not only not to give the least encouragement to the circulation of the Apocrypha, 
but to discourage it and bear witness at every opportunity to the true limits of the Biblical 
canon. Under the powerful leadership of the Edinburgh branch, the opposition made itself 
felt to such an extent that, in the following year, all action taken with reference to the 
Apocrypha since 1811 was stricken from the records of the parent society, and in 1827 the 
following positive ground assumed, which, as far as Great Britain was concerned, put an end 
to the controversy : The principles of the society excluded the circulation of the Apocrypha. 
Persons and associations, therefore, receiving aid from it must bind themselves not to circu- , 
late them. Further, bound Bibles alone should be put into the hands of auxiliaries, and that 
only to the extent that pledges were given to circulate the same unchanged. And finally, 
auxiliaries circulating the Apocrypha must place a sum corresponding to the value of the 
Bibles granted them to the credit of the London society. 

In the mean time, the commotion excited in Great Britain by these discussions had awak- 
ened a corresponding one on the ‘continent of Europe. Nitzsch writes, with raphe 
some humor,! concerning the efforts made from England to learn the opinions of on the con- 
various scholars at the continental universities on this subject. As long as the seeopts 
London society, however, on which all the continental societies were more or less dependent, 
permitted the publication, with funds furnished by it, of the Apocrypha in any form, the dis- 
cussions going on in Great Britain awakened but little interest in the rest of Europe. But 
when by the resolutions of 1826 and 1827 all further cooperation on this basis was rendered 
impossible and, in addition, the brethren of the continental churches were advised to make 
a bonfire of the troublesome books,? the storm that sprang up was unprecedented. ‘The Bible 
Society of Basle, in a communication addressed to that of London (May, 1826), endeavored 
to dissuade it from the measure resolved upon, and on receiving an unfavorable response, sought | 
to unite all the auxiliaries of the continent, more than fifty in number, in an effort in the 
same direction, and in case of its failure to induce them to form a union for carrying on the 
work as hitherto. The connection between the London society and its continental auxil- 


- . 7 () « i i i Jahrhunderts. Ich erinnere 

1 Deutsche Zeitschrift, No. 47, p. 870: ‘Dies geschah in den zwanzigen Jahren unsers mer 
mieh, das der lal sched: in Basel, Tiibingen, Heidelberg, auch in Frankfurt a. M. angefragt hatte, als er mir in 
Bonn dieses Zutrauen erwies. Alle hatten begreiflicher Weise fiir die Mitverbreitung der Apokryphen und gegen die 
schottischen Antrige gestimmt. Was man ihm yon Graden der Inspiration gesagt hatte, schien ihn am meisten zu interes- 
siren, aber wenig zu erbauen.” iD i ek 

2 Metzger, Geschichte der deutschen Bibel- Uebersetzung, p. . : , 4 

8 i of the resolutions of the paper thus communicated is worthy of special notice. It reads : “In Erwiigung, dass 
das Merkmal christlicher Universalitiit den Grundcharacter einer Muttergesellschaft bildet, und in der gerechten Besorg- 
dass die Bibelgesellschaft in London durch Missverstandniss zu ihrer Verfiigung wider thren Willen gendthigt worden 
dass wir ihr mit unausléslicher Dankbarkeit zugethan bleiben und uns alsbaid benelowiiag an 
anschliessen, wenn sie dem Character der Universalitat fortdauernd huldigen wird.” 
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iaries was finally broken off October 27, 1827. The discussions called forth in European 
circles by these events were, for the most part, of a superficial character, with the exception 
of certain works by Reuss, Moulinié, and Stier,t which helped prepare-the way for the more 
radical and decisive conflict that took place twenty years later. 

The renewal of the strife in Germany in 1850 was no insignificant symptom. “ Ortho- 
doxy,’’ as Fritzsche somewhat sarcastically remarks, ‘* had powerfully gained in 
strength, and now began to show its horns.’?? As a matter of fact, the question 
could not rest where it had been left in the previous discussions, especially as 
over against the now pronounced position of the British and Foreign Bible Society, and a 
more thorough treatment of it soon became an absolute necessity. The immediate occasion 
of the opening of the controversy was the offering, by a society in Carlsruhe, 1851,° of a 
prize for the best work on the character and worth of the Apocrypha. The first prize was 
won by Keerl ina treatise entitled: “‘ Die Apokryphen des Alten Testaments” (Leipz., 1852); 
and the second, by Kluge: “ Die Stellung und Bedeutung der Apokryphen ”’ (Frankfurt a. 
M., 1852), the latter being in the form of a dialogue and of an eminently popular cast. Keerl 
followed up his first work by three others (1853, 1855), in which he defended it against at- 
tacks, especially those of Stier and Hengstenberg, and showed more fully the errors and con- 
tradictions of the Apocrypha in their relation to the Scriptures. Other more fugitive com- 
positions on the same side, that is, against the Apocrypha, by Wild, Schiller, Schroder, 
Sutter, Ebrard, Kraussold, whose full titles we give elsewhere, appeared at about the same 
time, and the contest was now fairly entered upon. As champions, on various grounds, for 
the retention of the Apocrypha in published editions of the Bible, appeared persons of no 
less distinction and weight than Rudolph Stier, Hengstenberg,® and Bleek. The discussion 
was conducted with great warmth on both sides, Stier particularly placing himself through 
an often misdirected zeal in weak and dangerous positions. And even Hengstenberg was be~ 
trayed into intimating that the opponents of the Apocrypha were too much influenced in their 
efforts by the wish to share the pecuniary resources of English Christians, and that it might 
be better to give up the circulation of the Bible altogether, than to submit to the latter’s nar- 
rowness.7 The views of Bleek were undoubtedly most free from bias, but being, at the same 
time, based on a theory of inspiration which destroys the essential distinction between works 
_ canonical and apocryphal, they did not have the influence which, in other respects, they de- 

served. One practical result of the discussion was that the so-called Bergische Bibelgesell- 
schaft passed a resolution to the effect that no more Bibles containing the Apocrypha would 
be circulated by them gratis, or at a reduced rate, but that (‘‘ auf ausdriickliches Verlangen,”’ 
“on special request ’?) such Bibles would be issued, at the full cost price, to those wishing 
them on those terms.® And a still more important result was, that the attention of leading 
scholars on the continent was now directed to the matter of subjecting these works to a crit- 
ical and exhaustive study, the fruits of which have greatly enriched the theological literature 
of the last quarter of a century and contributed not a little towards harmonizing the opinions 
of all Protestants on this important question. It may serve as a sign of the change that is 
taking place in Christian public sentiment that scholars appointed in Switzerland (1857-58) 
for the revision of the German Bible, in a report subsequently made,® expressed their regret 
that it had not been permitted them to leave out certain of the Apocryphal books not found 
in the Lutheran translation, namely, 1 and 2 Esdras and 3 Maccabees, and declared that, al- 
together, they had found their labor on these writings dreary and unsatisfying. They gave 
the Apocrypha, moreover, a new and separate paging as better corresponding to their 
acknowledged position relative to the canonical Scriptures. . 

As we speak circumstantially of the Greek text and the old translations in connection with 
inden ve several separate introductions, it remains for us here simply to characterize 
foseat is text in general in its published form, and describe the various manuscripts 

that are supposed to be represented in the respective books. All other editions of 
the Septuagint, including the Apocrypha, are based on four principal ones, namely: the Com- 


Its final de- 
velopment. 


1 See Index of Authorities below. 2 Schenkel’s Bib. Lew., art. ** Apok. des A. T.”? 
Bt Verein fur innere Mission Augsb. Bekenntnisses, im Grossherzogthum Baden.” 
4 Die Apok. (1858). 5 Ev. Kirchenzeitung, 1853, 1854. 


6 Stud. u. Krit., 18538. 7 See Keerl (ed. of 1853 . 45, 46 

8 Ev. Kirchenzeitung, 1854, p. 680. 9 Metzger, p. 379. a 

10 Cf, Smith’s Bib. Dict., art. “Septuagint; Rosenmiiller, Handbuch, ii, 262-804; Frankel, Vorstudi . 242-952 + 
Schiirer, in Herzog’s Real-Encyk. (2te Aufi.), ‘ 494 f. i aan he a“ 
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plutensian Polyglot (“in Complutensi universitate,’? 1514-151 7); the Aldine (** Sacre Serip- 
tures Veteris Noveque omnia,’’ 1518); the Roman (“ Vetus Testamentum juxta Septuaginta 
ex auctoritate Sixti V. Pont. Max. editum,” Roma, 1587); and Baber’s fac-simile of the 
Codex Alexandrinus (1816-28). An edition of the latter was also published by Grabe (1707- 
1720), but its critical value is far below that of Baber’s. ‘The text of the Roman edition, be- 
ing mainly that of the Vatican MS. (1209.), is much superior to the others, and as most of the 
later editions of the LXX. are founded upon it, the ordinary printed text is an unusually good 
one. The entire Greek Apocrypha (i. e., 1 Esdras, Tobit, Judith, Additions to Esther, Wis- 
dom, Ecclesiasticus, Baruch, Epistle of Jeremiah, Additions to Daniel, and 1, 2, and 3 Mac- 
cabees), are found in all these editions, except that 1 Esdras is wanting in the Complutensian 
Polyglot, while Codex Alexandrinus contains in addition 4 Maccabees and the Prayer of Man- 
asses. 

The most important subsequent edition of the Greek Bible in the order of time was that of 
Holmes and Parsons (5 vols. 1798-1827, Apocrypha in vol. v.), which is accompanied by a 
great number of valuable readings of MSS. and previous editions. The Vatican MS. (1209. 
named here II.) was collated for only a part of the Apocrypha (1 Esd., Additions to Esth., 
Jud., and Tob.), it having been, during the progress of the work, put out of the reach of the 
editors: In the year 1850 appeared the first edition of Tischendorf’s ‘¢ Vetus Testamentum 
Greece juxta LXX. interpretes ’’ (Lips., 5th ed. 1875). He gave the readings of the Codex 
Alexandrinus and, so far as known at the time of publication, those of the Sinaitic MS. 
(Friderico-Augustanus) and of the palimpsest of Ephraim the Syrian. Further, in 1859, was 
published, by Mr. Field at Oxford, an edition of the LXX. (‘* Vetus Testamentum Grace 
juxta LXX. interpretes, recensionem Grabianam denuo recognovit’’), on the basis of the 
Codex Alexandrinus, manifest errors of transcription being corrected by the aid of other 
MSS. The apocryphal books are separated from the canonical, and the order of the latter 
is that of the Hebrew Bible. Other minor editions are those of Bos (Franeq., 1709), 
Breitinger (4 vols., Turici, 1730-32), and several by Bagster. The last has also published 
a separate edition of the Apocrypha in Greek (text of the Roman edition), with the English in 
parallel columns (Lond., 1871). The Apocrypha in Greek, moreover, have been published 
in a separate form by Fabricius (1691, 1694), Augusti (1804), Apel (1837), and Fritzsche 
(1871). The last work, with its rich and well-arranged critical apparatus, is far superior to 
any that has preceded it, but is itself so far imperfect that, for some of the books (Kcclus., 
Bar., Ep. of Jer., and Additions to Dan.), no collation of the Vatican MS. (II.) was made, 
while for the remaining, the collation of Holmes and Parsons was followed, except in the Book 
of Wisdom, for which Fritzsche made use of the faulty transcript of the MS. by Cardinal Mai 
(Rome, 1857). In view of the recent appearance of this famous Codex in a far more cor- 
rect form in the edition of Vercellone and Cozza (Rome, 1868-1875, vols. i.-v; vol. vi., 
containing the critical apparatus, was promised for the year 1878), and the new photo-litho- 
eraphie edition of the Syriac Hexapla by Ceriani (Mediol., 1874), a new edition of 
Fritzsche’s otherwise most excellent and satisfactory work would seem to be called for. 
Editions of single books of the Apocrypha have appeared at different times, as follows: by 
Linde, Ecelesiasticus (1795); the same by Bretschneider (1806); of Esther, by Fritzsche 
(1848); Wisdom (1858) and Tobit (1870), by Reusch. 

The uncial MSS. containing a greater or less portion of the Apocrypha are comparatively 
numerous. (1) The most important and valuable of these is Vaticanus 1209. 
by, Holmes and Parsons, whose nomenclature Fritzsche follows, called No. II. It ae 
originated, as is supposed, in the fourth century, and contains the following Apoc- 
ryphal books: 1 Esd., Wisd., Ecclus., Additions to Esth., Jud., Tob., Bar., Ep. of Jer., and 
Additions to Daniel. (2) Codex Sinaiticus, likewise of the fourth century, is the next uncial 
in age andrank. It is kept at St. Petersburg. The name given it by Fritzsche, as including 
the MS. Friderico-Augustanus, an earlier discovered fragment of the same preserved at 
Leipsic, is X. It contains the Additions to Esther, Tobit (i.-ii. 2 in Frid.-August.), Jud,, 1 
and 4 Macce., Wisd., and Ecclesiasticus. (3) Codex Alexandrinus (III.) is of the fifth century, 
and now to be found in the British Museum. The Apocrypha have in it the following order: 
Bar., Ep. of Jer., Additions to Dan., Additions to Esth., Tob., Jud., 1 Esd., (lp Bien 225 
Mace., Prayer of Man., Wisd., Eeclus. (4) Codex Ephraemi rescriptus (C.) is preserved at 
Paris, and is thought to have originated in the fifth century. It has considerable fragments of 
Ecelus. (cf. Tischendorf’s ed. of LXX., Prolegom., p. Ixxxiii.) and Wisdom (viii. 5—xii. 10; xiv. 
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19-xvii. 18; xviii. 24-xix. 22). (5) Codex Venetus is found at the library of St. Mark’s, 
Venice. It was falsely numbered as a cursive MS. (23.) by Holmes and Parsons. It ap- 
parently originated in the eighth or ninth century, and contains all the Apocrypha here 
treated except 1 Esd., Additions to Esth., and the Prayer of Manasses. (6) Codex Basili- 
ano-Vaticanus 2106. (XI.) is from the ninth century, and contains of our books: 1 Esd. (ex- 
cept viii. 1-5; ix. 2-55), and the Additions to Esther. (7) Codex Marchalianus, or Vati- 
canus 2125. (XII.), is from the sixth or seventh century, and contains of the Apocrypha: 
Bar., Ep. of Jer., and the Additions to Daniel. (8) Codex Cryptoferratensis, of the seventh 
century, was published by Cozza, at Rome, in 1867 (2 vols., vol. iii, 1877), and has frag- 
ments of Baruch, of the Ep. of Jer., and the Additions to Daniel. It seems not to have 
been collated by Fritzsche. (9) There remain, moreover, yet to be collated two palimpsests 
of Ecclus. and Wisd., discovered by Tischendorf and now preserved at St. Petersburg. 
This scholar had reserved them for volume viii. of the Monumenta sacra inedita, which did 
not appear. 

The following cursive MSS. also, the most of them first collated for the edition of the LXX. 
by Holmes and Parsons, are noticed in the critical apparatus of Fritzsche’s ‘‘ Libri 
Apocryphi V. T. Grece,’’ and for convenience may be here more particularly 
described: For 1 Esdras were used 44. (Cod. Zittaviensis, e codd. biblioth. senatus Zittaviz, 
ascribed to the 15th cent.); 52. (Cod. Liguriensis, Florence, parchment, of the 10th cent.) ; 
55. (Cod. Vat. n. 1, parchment, some say from the 10th, others from the 12th cent.); 58. 
(Cod. Vat. n. 10, parchment, c. 13th cent.); 64. (Cod. Parisiensis n. 2, parchment, c. 11th 
cent.); 68. (library of St. Mark’s, Venice, n. 5, parchment); 71. (Cod. Par. n. 1, paper, te. — 
charta bombycina, c. 13th cent., carelessly transcribed) ; 74. (Cod. Marcianus, at Cloister of 
St. Mark near Florence, ec. 12th cent., lacks vi. 4-30, written by different hands); 106. (Cod. 
Ferrariensis, paper, c. 14th cent., found at library Carmelitarum Calceatorum ad div. Paulum, 
Ferrare); 107. (Cod. Ferrariensis, paper, had same copyist as 106., dated 1334); 119. (Cod. 
Par. n. 6, parchment, 13th cent.); 120. (Cod. Venetus n. 4, parchment, 11th or 12th cent.); 
121. (Cod. Venetus n. 3, parchment, probably of the 11th cent.); 134. (Cod. Mediceus, e 
codd. biblioth. Mediceo-laurentianz, Florence, parchment, 10th cent.); 236. (Cod. Vat. n. 
331, parchment, 10th cent.); 243. (Cod. Coislinianus n. 8, 10th cent., especially rich in read- 
ings from Aquila, Symmachus, and Theodotion); 245. (Cod. Vat. n. 334, parchment, date 
before 10th cent.); 248. (Cod. Vat. n. 346, paper, c. 14th cent.). Additions to Esther: 
55.93 b. (see 93. below) 108 a. (see 108. below) ; 249. (Cod. Vat., parchment) ; 52. 64. 243. 248. 
44, 68. 71. 74. 76. (Cod. Par. n.4, parchment, apparently of 12th cent.); 106. 107. 120. 236. 
Additions to Daniel. 26. (Cod. Vat. n. 556, parchment, c. 13th cent.), 33. (Cod. Vat. 1154, 
parchment, 10th cent., is mutilated at the beginning and has only five verses of Bel and 
Dragon) ; 34. (Cod. Vat. n. 303, parchment, c. 12th cent.) ; 35. (Cod. Vat. n. 866, c. 12th 
cent.); 49. (Medicean Lib., 11th cent.); 87. (Cod. Chisianus, 9th cent.); 88. (Cod. Chis., 
has both texts) ; 89. (11th cent.); 91. (Cod. Vat. n. 452, parchment, 11th cent.); 130. (Cod. 
Cesareus, Vienna, parchment, 10th or 12th cent.); 148. (Cod. Vat. n. 2025, parchment, c. 
12th cent.); 149. (at Vienna, parchment, c. 13th cent., contains of additions only Bel and 
Dragon); 228. (Cod. Vat. n. 1764, parchment, c. 13th cent.); 229. (Cod. Vat. n. 675, 14th 
cent., closes with ver. 2 of Beland Dragon) ; 230. (Cod. Vat. n. 1641, parchment, c. 12th cent.) ; 
231. (Cod. Vat. n. 1670, parchment, 11th cent.); 232. (Cod. Vat. n. 2000, parchment, 
c. 12th cent.) ; 234. (Cod. Mosquensis); 235. (Cod. Vat. n. 2048). Prayer of Manasses : 
T. (Cod. Turicensis, a MS. of the Psalms at Ziirich). Baruch: 231. 96. (Cod. of the Hexa- 
pla in the collection of Moldenhauer, at Copenhagen); 49. 26. 198. (Nat. Lib. at Paris’ 
formerly Colbert.n. 14. parchment, apparently of 11th cent., contains i. 1-ii. 19); 229, 33. 
70. (belongs to lib. of Church of St. Agnes, Augsburg, parchment, 10th or 11th cent.) ; 86. 
(lib. of Card. Barberini, Rome, very old but corrected from Hexapla) ; 87. 88. 91. 228. 239. 
(Cod. of lib. S. Salvatoris, Bologna, n. 641, parchment, dated 1046). The Epistle of Jeremiah 
is found in the same MSS., in general, as Baruch. In 231. verses 54 to the end are wanting, 
and the MSS. 70. 96. 229. do not contain the Epistle. Tobit: 44. 52. (from iii. 16 on, 
wanting), 55. 58. (lacks xiii. 7-14), 64. 71. 74. 76. 106. 107. 236. 248. 248, 249. Judith: 52. 
55. 64. 243. 248. 249. 44. 71, 74. 76. 106. 107. 236. 1 Maccabees: 44. 52.55. 56. (from x. 16 
on, wanting), 62. 64. 71. 74. 106. 107. 184. (begins with xi. 33), 243. (lacks xi. 63-xv. 4). 
2 Maccabees: Is found in the same MSS. generally as the first book, except that it fails in 
134. ; 56. (begins with v. 11, and ends vi. 7); 64. (lacks x. 18 to end of chapter); 243. (ends 
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with xiv. 23). 3 Maccabees: 55.74. 44. (lacks ii. 5-8, 13-15), 71. (is fragmentary, wanting 
ii. SU sedt. 285-30) Vv. 11213 3 Vi. 4-15, 25, 26, 34-36, 38-40; vii. 2),19. 62. 64. (ends with 
vi. 13), 93. Ecelesiasticus : 55. 68. 70, 106. 155. 157. (ends with li. 21), 248, 258. 254, 296. 
(wants xviii, 18—xix. 3; xxiii, 3-16; xlviii. 12-xlix. 15, and chap. li.), 307. (Cod. Monacensis 
-n. 129, paper, 14th cent., lacks xxi. 83-xxvi. 20, and all after xlii. 33). Wisdom: 55. 68. 106. 
(lacks xix. 18, to the end); 155. (Cod. Meermani, end of 12th cent., vi. 23—xv. 19 is wanting) ; 
157. (Basil. B. vi. 23); 248. 253. (Cod. Vat. n. 336, parchment, 14th cent.) ; 254. (Cod. Vat. 
n. 337, parchment, apparently 13th cent.); 261. (Medicean Library n. 30., 14th cent., end 
fails as in 106., and in other respects like: ‘‘omnino gemelli sunt,?’ Fritzsche) ; 296. (Cod. 
Vaticano-palatino-heidelberg. n. 337, parchment, 13th cent.). Fritzsche also gives for this 
book the readings of several Paris MSS. collated by Thilo, designated respectively by the 
letters A. Aa. (fragment i-iv. 7, connected with A.), B. C. D. E. F..G. H, I. 

The following codices belong, according to a recent discovery of Paul de Lagarde! and 
Mr. Field,? to the recension of the martyr Lucian, made in the third century: 19. (Cod. Bibl. 
Chigiane, Rome, 10th cent., containing 1 Esd. ii. 16-ix. 36, and Add. to Esth., Judith, 1, 2, 
and 3 Maccabees); 93. (Cod. Arundelianus, British Museum, contains 1 Esd., Add. to Esth., 
1, 2, 3 Maccabees); 108. (Cod. Vat. n. 330, paper, 14th cent., contains 1 Esd., Add. to 
Esth., Tobit, except x. 8 ff.); 36. (Cod. Vat. n. 303, parchment, ¢. 13th cent., contains 
Baruch, Ep. of Jer., and Add. to Dan.); 48. (Cod. Vat. n. 1794, parchment, 11th cent., con- 
tains same books) ; 51. (Cod. of Medicean Lib., parchment, 11th cent., same books); 62. (at 
Oxford, 13th cent., same books and in addition.1, 2, 3 Maccabees) ; 90. (Cod. Bibl. Lau- 
rentiane, parchment, ¢. 11th cent., has Add. to Dan., Bar., and Ep. of Jer.) ; 147. (Bodleian 
Lib., 13th cent., same books); 233. (Cod. Vat. n. 2067, 12th cent., same books); 22. (Brit. 
Mus., 11th or 12th cent., has Baruch); 308. (Vienna, contains the same parts of Ecelus. as 
296., and lacks in addition xlv. 15-xlvi. 12). 

Other characters used by Fritzsche in his critical apparatus and adopted in the present vol- 
ume, are as follows: Co., Complutensian Polyglot; Ald., the Aldine edition of the LXX.; H., 
Hoeschel’s Codex Aucustanus; HF., the edition of Tobit in Hebrew by Fagius; HM., the: 
edition of Tobit in Hebrew by Minster; Syr. P., the Peshito Version; Syr. Ph., the Philoxen-. 
ian version; Ar., Arabic; Vet. Lat., Old Latin; Vulg., Vulgate, and to be distinguished from: 
vulg., by which the textus receptus is sometimes designated. 

~The translators of the English version of the Apocrypha, incorporated with the Bible of 
1611, have not left us wholly in doubt respecting the authorities made use of by 
them. By means of the marginal notes and references, as well as by comparing pee ih 
the readings adopted with the critical works known to have been in their hands, used in ue 
a tolerably correct judgment of their method of procedure may be obtained. ]sjjs-° 
Next to the Latin translation of the Apocrypha, by Junius, they depended mainly 
on the Complutensian Polyglot (1517), and the Aldine edition of the LXX. (1518). For 1 
Esdras, the last was their principal authority (cf. ii. 12), as that book did not find its way 
into the work of Cardinal Ximenes. And for the Prayer of Manasses there seem to have 
been no Greek authorities at hand, the same not appearing in the Polyglot of Walton till: 1657,, 
and the Alexandrine Codex first reached England in the year 1628. But the Roman edi- 
tion of the LX X. (1587) was also in their hands, as is evident from direct references to it 
(cf. margin at 1 Esd. v. 25; viii. 2; Tob. xiv.5; 1 Mace. ix. 9), although it seems to have ex- 
erted no preponderating influence. Sometimes the Aldine copy was followed in preference 
to the united testimony of the Roman edition and the Complutensian Polyglot (cf. Jud. iii. 
9; vii. 1; Ecclus. xvii. 31;-xxxi. 2; xxxvi. 15; xxxix.17; xlii. 13; xliii. 26; xlvii. 13 Bel and 
Drag., ver. 38; 2 Macc. i. 31; viii. 23; xii. 36; xiv. 36). And again the Roman edition was fol- 
lowed as against the other two (cf. 1 Mace. iii. 14, 15, 18, 28; iv. 24; v. 23, 48; vi. 24, 43, 
57; vil. 81, 87, 41, 45; viii. 10; ix. 9; x. 41, 42, 78; xi. 3, 15, 22, 34, 35; xii. 43; xiii. 22, 
25; xiv. 4, 16, 28, 46; xv. 30; xvi. 8; 2 Mace. viii. 30; xv. 22).4 Tt looks somewhat suspi- 
cious, however, that so many of the latter Passages are to be found in one book of the Apoc- 
rypha, and it makes the impression, by itself, that simple convenience may have been too 
much consulted in the matter. 


i i 2 Idem, eol. 179. 
1 See Theolog. Literaturzeitung, 1876, col. 605. - He ‘ J ‘ 1 
8 Cf. pete. The Cunlitace Paragraph Bible, Introd., pp. xxvii., xxviii. 4 Scrivener, idem,.q..xxvii., note 4. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Tux title which this book bears in the English Bible was first given to it in 1560, by the 
translators of the so-called Genevan version. The church of England, however, in its 
article of religion relating to the Scriptures, promulgated two years later, and again in 1571, 
following the usage of the Vulgate, calls it the “‘ Third Book of Esdras’’; our present 
canonical Books of Ezra and Nehemiah being known, respectively, as ‘‘ First” and 
‘¢ Second Esdras.’ 2 : 

In the Old Latin, Syriac, and Septuagint versions, on the other hand, it was designated 
as the ‘First Book of Ezra,’’ and held a corresponding position in the order of books. 
This was doubtless due to the nature of its contents, which include a somewhat earlier period 
of history than the books with which it is associated, and not, as Movers? and Pohlmann* 
strangely conjecture, on account of its superior age. The Codex Alexandrinus and some 
MSS. of the LXX. name the work 6 iepeds, — Ezra being regarded as a priest par excellence ; 
while Jerome, in his Prologus Galeatus, reckons the work among the ‘‘ apocryphal’’ books 
of the Old Testament, under the name of ‘‘ Pastor,’’ and is followed, in this respect, by 
some writers at a later period (Petrus Comestor, cir. A.D. 1170). On the basis of this fact 
it has been asserted, even by so sagacious a critic as Credner, that Jerome classed the well- 
known Pastor Herme with the Old Testament Apocrypha.® 

By Isidore of Seville (Origg., vi. 2) the book is entitled the ‘‘ Second Book of Ezra”?’ ; 
Nehemiah and the canonical Ezra being regarded as the First Book. In times still more 
modern, writers have inaccurately applied to it such titles as the ‘‘ Pseudo-Hzra,’’ and the 
‘¢ Apocryphal Ezra,’’ which might easily lead to confounding the work with what is known 
in the English Bible as ‘Second Esdras.’’ A fit title, both as it respects convenience and 
definiteness, would be the ‘* Greek Ezra’’; this distinguishes the book alike from the 
canonical Ezra with its Hebrew original, and from the ‘‘ Apocalypse of Ezra,’’ which is 
extant in a Latin text only. 

I. Contents and Scope. 


The contents of the book are as follows: Chap. i. agrees in general with 2 Chron. xxxv., 
XXXVi.; il. 1-15 agrees in general with Ez. i.; ii. 16-30 agrees in general with Ez. iv. 7-24; 
ili.—v. 6 is of unknown origin; v. 7-73, agrees in general with Ez. ii.iv. 6; vi.-ix. 36 
agrees in general with Ez. v.—x. 44; ix. 87-55 agrees in general with Neh. vii. 73-viii. 13. 

Different opinions prevail respecting the aim of the work. DeWette® says, that no object 
of the ‘‘ characterless compilation ’’ is discoverable. Ewald, Fritzsche, Keil, and others, 
however, agree that the object aimed at seems to have been to give a history of the restora- 
tion of the temple. The Old Latin version, indeed, led the way in this opinion, having 
given as the subject, De restitutione templi. In the language of Bertholdt (Hinleit. in d. Alt. 
Test., p. 1011), ‘‘ He [the compiler] would bring together from old works a history of the 
temple from the last period of the legal cultus to the time of the rebuilding of the same and 


ae Introduction, excepting a few changes and additions, appeared as an article in the Bibliotheca Sacra for April, 
2 Cf. Cosin, Scholast. Hist. of Can., p. xx, and Westcott, Bible in Church, pp. 281 ff. 
8 Kirchen<Lexicon, art. “ Apok. Lit.,” and Loct guidam Historie Can. Vet. Test., p. 80. 
4 Tiib. Theolog. Quartalschrift, 1859, p. 257 ff. 
5 Geschichte d. N. T. Kan., pp. 278, 312, 313. 
in d. Christ. Kirche, p. 182. 
6 Hinleit. in d. Alt, Test., p. 565. 


Cf. Bertholdt, Hinleit., p. 1006, and Diestel, Geschichte d. Alten Test, 
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the restoration of the appointed service therein.’’ To this it should, perhaps, be added, that 
special and undue emphasis is put upon the generosity of Cyrus and Darius in their relations 
e a pati of the temple, apparently as furnishing a fit example for other heathen 
rulers. 

Il. Arrangement of Materials. 


With this supposed aim of the book the arrangement of its matter, so far as it can be said 
to have any arrangement, appears to agree. In the first chapter, the author places the 
account of the celebration of the Passover under Josiah, and carries the history forward to a 
period just previous to the Babylonian Captivity. He then passes over in the second 
chapter to the reign of Cyrus, giving an account of the return of the Jews under the leader- 
ship of Sanabassar [Zerubbabel], the attempt at rebuilding the temple, and the prohibition 
of the work by Artaxerxes. In chaps. iii—v. 6 comes the only independent portion of the 
work, in which it is narrated that, after a great feast given by Darius, three young men, 
who formed his body-guard, held a discussion in his presence on the question, “ What is 
mightiest? ’? Zerubbabel is represented as one of these three young men (?), and secures 
the victory in the contest. He is able, consequently, to obtain the king’s consent to the 
return of the Jews. Then follows, ch. v. 7-73, a list of the families that returned (in the 
time of Cyrus!), an account of the resumption of work on the temple, the opposition encoun- 
tered, and an interruption for two years (!) until the time of Darius (!). Chaps. vi—vii. 
continue the history to the completion of the temple and the restoration of its service, which 
took place under the direction of Zerubbabel, and during the reign of Darius. Then follows, 
viii._ix. 36, a narrative of the return of Ezra at the head ofa colony, the history of his 
dealings with those who had married foreign wives; and, at the close, ix. 37-55, the public 
reading of the law. 

By placing the order of the history in the related parts as found in the canonical books 
side by side with that adopted by our author, the evident confusion of the latter will be still 
more apparent. 


Order of Canonical Books. 1 Esdras. 


1. Return under Zerubbabel. 1. Return under Sanabassar [Zerubbabel]. 
2. List of those returning. 2. Attempt to rebuild the temple, and opposition of the 
Samaritans. 

3. Efforts to rebuild the temple, and opposition of the | 3. Cessation of work by order of Artaxerxes, 
Samaritans. 

4. Cessation of work by order of Artaxerxes. 4. Resumption of work by permission of Darius. 

5. Resumption and completion of the work by Zerub- | 5. A list of persons who returned with Zerubbabel [in 
babel in the reign of Darius. the time of Cyrus !] 

6 


Return of Ezra with a caravan, 6. Resumption of work on the temple, which the Samar- 
itans cause to cease. 
7. Completion of temple by Zerubbabel during the 
reign of Darius, who uses against the opposing 
Samaritans a decree of Cyrus. 
8. Return of Ezra with a caravan. 


: 


Naturally, the difficulties presented to the critic by this arrangement have been among the 
most perplexing of the book. Indeed, the palpable contradiction and absurdity of repre- 
senting, among other things of a similar character, that the Samaritans effectually opposed 
the rebuilding of the temple under Zerubbabel after his return from Darius with plenipoten- 
tiary powers, and that such opposition continued until the time of Darius, when it was 
overcome by appealing to a decree of Cyrus, are so gross that most writers make no attempt 
at explanation. De Wette (Hinleit., p. 566) characterizes this arrangement as false and 
nonsensical. And Hervey, in Smith’s Bible Dictionary (art. “1 Esdras’’), holds that 
efforts ‘to reconcile the different portions of the book with each other and with Scripture 
are lost labor.”’ 

Josephus, who made considerable use of the book, sought in vain to bring its several parts 
into chronological order. He made a series of suppositions to which, although they are evi- 
dently suppositions only, he did not scruple to give the form and force of historical statements. 
He represented, for instance, (1) that Zerubbabel returned to Babylon from Jerusalem; and, 
as a matter of personal friendship, was made one of his body-guard by Darius; (2) that the 
Samaritans were refused permission by the Jews to participate with them in the rebuilding of 


1 Of, Ewald, Geschichte, iv. 164; Keil, Einleit., p. 708, and Zotenberg's translation from the Persian of the History 
of Daniel in Merx’s Archiv, 1869, pp. 397-399. 
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the temple, on the ground that the latter had received their permission from Cyrus and from 
Darius ; and (3) that the disappointed Samaritans then complained to Darius, not that the 
Jews had again begun to rebuild, but that the work was proceeding too fast (Antiq. of the 
Jews, xi. 3,4). Josephus did not seem to consider that the age of Zerubbabel must have dis- 
qualified him from being one of the ‘* young men” (veavlaicor) mentioned (iii. 4; cf. v. 5), = 
that his other explanatory statements fall far short of covering the ground of our author’s 
difficulties. For a notice of additional misplacements of the facts of this history by Jose- 
phus, see Ewald (Geschichte, iv. 167). di 

There can be little doubt that the immediate occasion for the series of contradictions in 
which our author involves himself, is to be sought in the narrative of the debate before Da- 
rius. This seems to have been with him a principal point of attraction, and its false glitter 
blinded him to the deficiencies of his work in other parts. Fritzsche supposes that the orig- 
inal hero of this part was not Zerubbabel, but his son Joakim (cf. v. 5), and that the former 
name, as the more illustrious, had been substituted (iv. 13) previous to the compilation of our 
present book. But, ingenious as this suggestion is, it seems to us less probable than that the 
name of Zerubbabel was originally introduced into the legend under the mistaken impression 
that the Sanabassar, elsewhere spoken of as conducting the first company of captives from 
Babylon, was some other person than Zerubbabel. This critic’s theory for explaining the 
confused arrangement is as follows: After the author had given an account of the return in 
the time of Cyrus, he passes at once, in order to come without delay to the history of affairs 
under Darius, to the official prohibition to build by Artaxerxes. Then, since according to 
his text in the original fragment, the historical position of Zerubbabel had been changed, in 
that he was understood to have conducted a subsequent caravan to Jerusalem during the 
reign of Darius, he first relates this fact, and then, without being conscious of the anachro- 
nism, takes up the list of those returning in the time of Cyrus (cf. Hinleit., p. 6 f.). 

But it may well be questioned whether any supposed haste of the compiler to get forward 
in his narrative to the time of Darius could have been the occasion for his omitting, in its 
proper place, so conspicuous and closely-connected a part of the history as a long list of 
names which he deems of importance enough to justify its subsequent introduction. Herz- 
feld’s effort to support the forced supposition of Josephus, that Zerubbabel went a second 
time to Babylon, by appealing to Zech. i. 7; iii. 8, 9; vi. 13, cannot be regarded as success- 
ful.t 

3. Author, Time, and Place of Compilation. 

As helping to a decision of the question, who the compiler of our book was, and when and 
where his work was done, the original portion, chap. iiiv. 6, appears to be of special im- 
portance, both on account of its own peculiar character and the interest with which, as we 
have seen, he himself regarded it. That the writer of this portion of the book did not live 
in the time of the Persian kings, seems evident from the fact, that he uses the phrase, “ Medes 
and Persians,” and ‘‘ Persians and Medes,’’ interchangeably; ? that he lived in Egypt ap- 
pears probable from his allusion (iv. 23) to ‘* sailing upon the sea and upon the rivers ’’ for 
the purpose of ‘‘ robbing and stealing; ’’® that he wrote after the period of the reception of 
Esther and Daniel into the canon, is indicated by the language chap. i. 1, 2 ff.; cf. also, iii. 
9, with Dan. vi. 3. But was the compiler of the book himself the author of this independent 
portion? It is scarcely to be supposed; and the idea is entertained by no considerable num- 
ber of critics. Still, the fact that he came into possession of it at all, and used it with so 
much esteem, while it bears in contents and form so evidently the stamp of the Alexandrian 
school, cannot be without its weight. 

The evidence to be gained from other parts of the work on the points before us is less de- 
cisive. Fritzsche’s opinion that the author was a Hellenist living in Palestine, which he 
supports only by a single doubtful reference to the book itself (v. 47), can hardly pass for a 
probable conjecture. On the other hand, Diihne’s argument,* which Langen 5 ably supports, 
to prove an Egyptian origin for the entire work from certain marked peculiarities of its lan- 
guage, seems to be entitled to more weight than Fritzsche (See Nachtrdge in his Com.) is 
willing to allow it. It might also be added, that while no lack of interest in the contents of 
such a book could be predicated of the Jews of the Dispersion, there would naturally be far 
more need felt for a Greek translation of this kind in Egypt than in Palestine. 


1 Geschichte, i. 321-828 ; cf. Keil, Einleit., p. 706, and Fritzsche, Einteit itzi vl 
i “it., p. 706, ; Stone 2 Hitaig, Geschichte, p. 277. 
‘8 Cf. Graetz, iii. p. 89 f., and Gutmann, Hinleit., p. 214. 4 ii, 116 ff. 5 Das Judenthum, ete,, p. 175f 
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After what ‘has been already said, it will be evident that the date of the compilation can- 
not be fixed with any degree of definiteness. The acknowledged use of the book by Josephus 
furnishes a limit in one direction. Most critics, in fact, agree in assigning it to the first or 
second century before Christ ; Fritzsche deciding for the former period as the more probable. 
Grimm finds in its language evidence of a late origin. Cf. Com. on 1 Mace. i. 433 ii. 18; iii. 
46; x. 18, et passim ; also, my notes at iii. 14; vi. 7. 


4. Sources of the Work and Character of the Text. 


Even a cursory comparison of the text of our book with that of the canonical writers in 
parallel passages, will at once disclose the fact that, while there is a general agreement, there 
are, on the other hand, in detail, not a few cases of variation and disagreement, for some of 
which it is difficult, with our present information, satisfactorily to account. These devia- 
tions, which formerly led Biblical students to the too hasty conclusion that the book was quite 
valueless, have, in later times, by a natural but extreme reaction, been regarded by some as 
evidence that the author used another recension of the Hebrew text, and one, in more or 
fewer instances, superior to the Masoretic. An overwhelming majority of the diverse read- 
ings of our book, however, may undoubtedly be referred to the acknowledged fact, that its 
author sought, as a matter of primary importance, to make his work smooth in language and 
clear in thought; and that to attain this object he did not hesitate to use whatever text he 
may have had before him with the utmost freedom. And since this is admitted to be the 
fact, it would appear to be a more reasonable course to seek an explanation for the really 
very few instances where a supposed better reading is followed in the general spirit and drift 
of the work, than in the bold theory of another recension of the original text. 

Ninety-nine one hundredths of all the passages which disagree with the extant Hebrew 
origina] may probably be classed urfler the following heads: ! (1) Passages in which the author 
seeks to avoid hard Hebraistic expressions, viii. 6, cf. Ez. vii. 9; (2) where he shortens, for the 
sake of smoothness, to avoid repetition, or for other reasons, i. 10, ef. 2 Chron. xxxv. 10-12; 
ii. 16, cf. Ez. iv. 7-11; vi. 3, 4, cf. Ez. v. 3,4; (3) makes changes or omissions in superscrip- 
tions to letters, ii. 15, 16, cf. Ez. iv. 7-11; v. 7, cf. Ez. ii. 1; (4) gives different lists of articles, 
viii. 14, ef. Ez. vii. 17; viii. 20, cf. Ez. vii. 22; (5) omits names JSrom lists, v. 5 ff., cf. Ez. 
viii. 1 ff.; (6) makes additions for the sake of clearness or completeness, i. 56, cf. 2 Chron. 
XXXvi. 20; ii. 5, ef. Ez. i. 3; ii. 9, ef. Ez. i. 4; ii. 16, cf. Ez. iv. 7, 8; ii. 18, ef. Ez. iv. pe 
v. 46, cf. Ez. ii. 70; v. 47, cf. Ez. iii. 1; v. 52, cf. Ez. iii. 5; v. 66, cf. Ez. iv. listvieed’S ek 
Ez. v. 14; vii. 9, cf. Ez. vi. 18; vi. 9, cf. Ez. v. 8; v. 41, cf. Ez. ii. 64; (7) makes an ex- 
planation, ii. 17, 24, 25; vi. 3, 7, cf. Ez. iv. 8, 18, 17; ii. 19, cf. Ez. iv. 13; ii. 20, 26, cf. Ez. 
iv. 14, 19; ix. 38, ef. Neh. viii. 1; (8) changes on doctrinal grounds, i. 15, cf. 2 Chron. xxxv. 
15; i. 28, cf. 2 Chron. xxxv. 22; (9) would honor the temple, i. 5, ef. 2 Chron. 00:6 Ae ab te 
18, cf. Ez. iv. 12; ii. 20, cf. Ez. iv. 14; (10) makes a mistake, ix. 49, cf. Neh. viii. 9; (11) 
substitutes an equivalent, v. 36, 37, cf. Ez. ii. 59 ; (12) changes the form of proper names, v. 69, 
cf. Ez. iv. 2; vi. 3, cf. Ez. v. 3; viii. 41, 61, cf. Ez. viii. 15, 31; v. 8 ff., viii. 26 ff., cf. Ez. 
ii. 2 ff., viii. 2 ff.; (13) introduces changes for no reason now apparent, but not of such a char- 
acter that they can be accepted in preference to the Hebrew, i. 34, cf. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 1; viii. 
24, cf. Ez. vii. 26; viii. 69, cf. Ez. ix. 1. Res 

With respect now to the question of the immediate sources of the book, the opinions of 
critics may be divided into two general classes : those who hold that it is a direct translation 
from the Hebrew, and from a text in some instances superior to that which has come down 
to us; and those who hold that, with the exception of the independent portion, liv. 6, it 
is simply a free, and somewhat altered, working over of a former Greek translation of the 
canonical books, either the LX X., as Keil maintains, or a different one, as maintained by 
Ewald, Diahne, Langen, and others. Ewald formerly advocated the first theory, but in the 
latest edition of his history fully abandons it.? It still has the support of such critics as 
Michaelis, Trendelenburg (and Eichhorn), Bertholdt, Herzfeld, De Wette, and Fritzsche. 2 It 
is to be said, however, that some of the last-named scholars content themselves with justify- 
ing this view either by a single citation or two from the work itself, or, as is quite Soman 
refer to the results of Trendelenburg’s critical study of the same (J. ¢. pp. 178-232). 


1 Cf. Keil, Einleit., ad loc., and Trendelenburg, Eichhorn’s Allg, Bibliothek der Bib. Lit., i. 177 f. 
2 Geschichte, iv. 166. A Auldghralees ‘ 
8 Eichhorn ‘adopts without change this work of Trendelenburg’s in his Hinl. in d. Apokr., pp. 835-377. 
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Michaelis makes the sweeping declaration, that the readings of the Greek Ezra not seldom 
appear to him to be preferable to those of the canonical books, and that now one, and now 
the other is to be followed.! But in the course of a somewhat thorough study of the entire 
book before us, in which we have taken continual counsel of Michaelis’ able and useful work, 
we do not find that his assertion is by any means borne out by his own use of the apocryphal 
author. Bertholdt adduces a single passage. Herzfeld makes no citations where he treats 
of this point, but promises to note passages which are pertinent as they shall incidentally 
occur in the course of his history. De Wette, who is content to hold the theory of a differ- 
ent recension of the Hebrew text without maintaining that it is a superior one, directs at- 
tention to the investigations of Trendelenburg. Finally, in the nearly seventy pages of 
Fritzsche’s work, including Introduction and Commentary to our book, we cannot discover 
on actual examination that he is ready to maintain in more than about a dozen instances that 
_ it has readings superior to the traditional text, and these include the entire number of pas- 
sages cited by Trendelenburg, and adopted by Eichhorn, as supporting the same theory, 
with the exception of two of minor importance. 

We may, therefore, conclude that if there is any real ground for this opinion, whose bear- 
ings are so important, it will be found in these passages. But, at the outset, we make the 
discovery that in some of them our author, in departing from the current Hebrew text, es- 
sentially follows the LXX. version of the same passages in the canonical books. Hence, in 
the face of an alternative theory that the book itself is a compilation from the LXX. version, 
they cannot fairly be used as evidence to support the theory of a Hebrew original, and much 
less of one with a text superior to the Masoretic. These passages are as follows: (1) i. 43; 
cf. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 9. In the Hebrew it is said that Jehoiachin was eight years old when he 
began to reign. But it is obviously an orthographical mistake, since in 2 Kings xxiv. 8, his 
age is given as eighteen at this time. Cf. also Ezek. xi® 5-9, where the same fact is pre- 
supposed. Hence we are not surprised that the best authenticated text of the apocryphal 
book has the reading Sexaonrd. (2) v. 69; cf. Ez. iv. 2. The question here is between the 
reading $9 and y5 in the Hebrew. If there is really any difference of meaning in them as 
here used, and the former is not simply a less common form of writing the latter, then our 
books agree with the LXX. in giving the preference to the latter. (8) viii. 32; ef. Ez. 
viii. 5. In the Hebrew a name has probably fallen out. The LXX. agrees with the Greek 
Ezra in supplying it with Za@éns. (4) viii. 36; cf. Ez. viii. 10. Here the same fact occurs. 
The two latter authorities supply a name that is wanting and are essentially agreed in its 
form, Bavlas (LXX., Baavt), ; 

(1.) Of the remaining passages the first is i. 27 (ef. 2 Chron. xxxv. 21). Our author translates 
as follows: ém) yap rod Eippdrov 6 rédeuds yov éort, ‘‘ for my war is upon the Euphrates.” The 
Hebrew, at this place, literally translated is: ‘‘ but against the house of my war;’’ 7. e. “the 
family with which I wage war,’’ ‘‘ my hereditary enemy” [‘‘ have I come out this day’’]. 
It is maintained that the author of the Greek work before us must have found in his Hebrew 
text, and read, M9, instead of MR of the present text; and that it is a better reading. 
The Hebrew, as it stands, is pronounced ‘‘ hard and unnatural’’; while 2 Kings xxiii. 29 is 
cited as a parallel passage, where it is declared that the war mentioned was actually on the 
Euphrates. » But to this it may be replied first, that the LXX. does not translate this passage 
in 2 Chron. at all; thus leaving our author, on the supposition that he might otherwise have 
been influenced by its rendering, to his own devices. And secondly, the passage as it is 
found in the Greek Ezra has every appearance of being a paraphrase, and the supposition 
an : , oe would BG in entire harmony with the usual course of this book in instances of 

natural’? Hebraisms. Moreover, the passage cited from 2 Kings would seem 
to favor the theory of a paraphrase by our author, quite as much as any other. Again, if the 
Hebrew be here ‘‘ hard and unnatural,” light is shed upon it from other parts of Scripture 
where a similar Hebrew expression is found: ef. 1 Chron. xviii. 10; 2 Sam. viii. 10, where 
man of the wars of Tou, means the man who wages war with Tou. And finally, the text as it 
stands is sufficiently clear; while, historically, it is far more significant than that which it is 
proposed to substitute for it. The latter point is well illustrated by Michaelis.? 

(2.) The second instance is i. 35 (cf. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 3), xa) awéornoev abrdy Bactreds Aiytr- 
ne nt uh on Be ey TepoucaAny. The translation of the Hebrew here is as follows: ‘and 
the king of Mgypt put him down [removed him] at Jerusalem.” It is supposed that the 


1 Anmerk. zum Ez., p. 40. 2 Cf. Anmerk, zum 2ten Buch d. Chronik, p. 296. 
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word oad has fallen out from the present text, but was to be found in that used by our 


author. It might be granted that the passage would read more smoothly if this word were 
to be admitted ; and also, as is maintained, that it is ordinarily found in connection with 
similar expressions in the Scriptures. But, on the other hand, these two reasons would, 
undoubtedly, have had great weight with the author of our book to lead him to introduce the 
word into the text if he did not find it there, while the exceedingly faulty rendering of the 
immediate context shows that he did not scruple to make any changes which seemed best to 
him. Still more to the point is it, however, that the LXX. has interpolated in the preceding 
verse in 2 Chron. a passage from 2 Kings xxiii. 33, which ends with the very expression be- 
fore us, namely, rod uh Bacrcdew abrdy ev ‘TepovoaAnuw. And it is a far more likely conjecture, 
that he adopted the suggestion thus brought to his hand by the LXX. than that he had a dif- 
ferent reading of the original text before him. 

(3.) The next passage is i. 46 (cf. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 10). The Hebrew as it stands is trans- 
lated: ‘* and made Zedekiah, his brother, king over Judah and Jerusalem.’’? Now we learn 
from parallel passages in the canonical books themselves — 2 Kings xxiv. 17,.18; 1 Chron. 
iii. 15 — that Zedekiah was not really a brother, but an uncle of the preceding king. And 
the LXX. likewise has kal éBaclAevoe Dedexlay adeApdy Tov watpbs abrou ém lovdav kab ‘IepovoaAhu. 
But it can scarcely be said that the Greek Ezra has a better reading here, for it does not 
translate the word in question at all; illustrating once more in this case a marked habit of 
the book, namely, to avoid supposed difficulties when possible. Hence, the commendations 
bestowed on our author by Fritzsche,1 Bertheau,? and Graf at this point, seem hardly to be 
deserved, especially if we consider that the Hebrew as it stands may not be even in error. 
Calling a nephew a brother is, indeed, just what is done in the case of Abraham and Lot, 
and is a usage not strange to the Old Testament. 

(4.) Again, we are referred to the discrepancy in the number of vessels which it is said Cy- 
rus delivered to Sheshbazzar to be carried to Jerusalem, ii. 13 (ef. Ez. i. 9-11). According 
to the canonical book the entire number is represented as being five thousand four hundred. 
But we find, on adding the number of separate articles as there given together, that the sum 
is only two thousand four hundred and ninety-nine. In the Greek Ezra, on the other hand, 
the sum of the separate articles exactly corresponds to the whole amount as there stated. 
Hence, it is proposed to emend the former account by the latter. But a glance should sat- 
isfy any one that there-is no reasonable proportion in the number of vessels among themselves 
as given in the apocryphal work. ‘There are said to be, for instance, just as many gold as 
silver chargers; but the number of silver basins is given as two thousand four hundred and 
ten, while the gold basins number but thirty. Moreover, Fritzsche agrees with Trendelen- 
burg that a mistake is made in the Greek Ezra in interchanging a Hebrew word which means 
of the second quality, D2, for O22; and hence the whole number has been made too 
great by two thousand. The most that can be said, therefore, is that the Hebrew text here 
has suffered corruption, and that neither account can be regarded as strictly accurate. 

(5.) The next case, v. 9 (cf. Ez. ii. 2), is simply a matter that relates to the proper divid- 
ing of a verse. The phrase which Trendelenburg thinks should be placed as in the apocryphal, 
rather than as in the canonical work, is simply the superscription to a following list: ’Apiduds 
Tav amd Tod ZOvous Kad of mponyovpev aitav. And if the division of verses were at all a matter 
with which we have any concern in this connection, we still cannot understand by what rule 
it is judged that the phrase in question has a more correct position at the beginning of one 
verse than at the end of the previous one. 

(6.) Again, in ix. 2 (cf. Ez. x. 6), Fritzsche, Bertheau, and others think that the Greek 
Ezra shows that the reading Dw 72) was before it, rather than that of the extant text 75) 


ow. Its translation is kal adArcGels éxe?, ‘* and remained [lodged] there.” It must be ad- 
ii 


mitted that the two Hebrew words have a very close resemblance, and might easily be mistaken 
for one another; also that by substituting the former for the latter, a smoother sentence 
would be secured. On the other hand, the current text of the LXX., which translates the 
Hebrew by kal émopet@n éxe?, might easily have suggested to our author the idea, especially as 
the very same word, émopev6n, occurs in the preceding line. At least the immediate repetition 
of the same thought in the Hebrew, supposing its present form to be genuine, would furnish 


1 Com. ad loc. 2 Com. zum 2ten Buch d. Chronik, ad loc. 
8 Die Geschicht. Biicher d. Alt. Test., p. 188. 
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an occasion not likely to be left unimproved by our author for- exercising his talent for con- 
traction, or making a paraphrase, and the context might easily suggest to him the form 
which he has adopted. Still, the repetition of a thought in this manner would be no sufficient 
reason for distrusting the genuineness of the passage (cf. vers. 5, 6, and 1 Sam. ii. 14). De 
Wette’s rule for determining the true reading where the MSS. of the New Testament differ, 
is certainly quite as applicable in many of the cases of variation found in the present book. 
He says, ‘‘ That reading to which the origin of the others may be traced, is the original. The 
more obscure and difficult reading is to be preferred to the clearer and easier; the harder, 
elliptical, Hebraizing, and ungrammatical, to the more pleasing and grammatical. . .. - 
the shorter, to the more explanatory and wordy.} ° 

(7.) The next passage cited is ix. 16 (cf. Ez. x. 16). It is held that our author read 


oe) DIS, kal éredétaro éavr@, instead of WT]. Undoubtedly the extant Hebrew is corrupt. 


But only the copula } is wanting before the word mwas to restore what seems to be the 


correct reading; and since all the old versions, with the exception of the Syriac, supply this 
copula in rendering the passage, it is quite unnecessary to resort to the theory proposed. 

(8.) Once more, it is said by Fritzsche, in his Introduction to this book (P- 7), that the 
reading in Neh. viii. 9, where Ezra and Nehemiah are represented as prosecuting a common 
work n Jerusalem at the same time, is historically improbable; and he would, therefore, 
adopt the reading found in 1 Esd. ix. 49 as the correct one. But, in the first place, the read- 
ing of our book is not such that the statement made in the book of Nehemiah is denied; nor 
is another statement made which is irreconcilable with it. In the Greek Ezra the whole pas- 
sage is not given. The title of the satrap of Syria is given, but not, as in the canonical book, 
the name of the person who held the office. From this silence of our author it would seem to 
be too weighty an inference which Fritzsche would draw. And secondly, to characterize as 
historically improbable the opinion that the work of Ezra and Nehemiah in Jerusalem was for 
a certain period of their lives contemporaneous is allowing too little weight to a theory which, 
according to Nigelsbach (Herzog’s Real-Encyk., iv. 173), is held by a majority of Biblical 
students.” 

We add a few more examples of a supposed superior text in 1 Esdras, which have been 
noted by Bertheau. At Ez. viii. 3, this critic would punctuate as at 1 Esd. viii. 29, by which 
the phrase “of the sons of Shechaniah ”’ is connected with Hattush, and forms the conclusion 
of the second verse. ‘This is also the view of the Speaker’s Com., it being based on 1 Chron. 
iii. 22, where a Hattush is mentioned, who is the grandson of Shechaniah. But in order to 
make the latter passage of value for this place, it should state that Shechaniah was ‘‘ of the 
sons of Hattush,’’ which it does not do. He is said to be “ of the sons of Shemaiah.’? See 
on the contrary, the other cases in verse second. It is more probable, as Fritzsche and 
others suppose, that a word has fallen out of the Hebrew text, and the arrangement in 1 Hs- 
dras is simply an effort to smooth over the difficulty. At Ez. iii. 3, again, Bertheau would 
alter the Hebrew to conform with the text of the apocryphal work (v. 48 f.), which represents 
that enemies came upon Israel while they were erecting an altar, but that the latter were able 
to carry out their intention because a fear of the Lord fell upon the heathen. In the Hebrew 
it is represented that the fear was on the part of the Israelites, a fear of the heathen round 
about them, this causing them to hasten their work. But it is plain, as Fritzsche, Keil, and 
others have shown, that it was simply a failure to understand the Hebrew that led our com- 
piler to make this change.® 

Still further, at Ez. vi. 15 we read according to the Hebrew text, ‘‘ And this house was 
finished on the third day of the month Adar.’? With this the LXX. agrees. Our book on 
the other hand (vii. 5), has ‘* on the twenty-third day of the month Adar.” The latter, as 
Bertheau maintains, is the original reading. His reasons are that it is not likely that the 
compiler of this book would change the number 8 to 23, because it might seem to him better to 
suppose that the feast of dedication lasted eight days (ef. 1 Kings viii. 60; 2 Chron. xix. 18), 
and he would thereby just fill out the last eight days of the Jewish year. But just that is 
most likely. It accords perfectly well, in character, with other changes that are made by the 
compiler in different parts of the work and with the spirit of the whole. 


1 Introd. to New Test. (Frothingham’s trans.), pp. 80, 81. 


2 Cf. on the subject, Winer’s Realwirterd, art. “Neh.”; Hivernick, Einleit., ad loc. ; Herzfeld, ii, 55; Vaihinger, 


Stud. u. Krit. 1854, p. 122 ff.; Ebrard, Stud. «,. Krit. 1847, p. 679 f.; Ewald, Geschichte, iv. 168-213. 
8 Cf. Rosenzweig, p. 41. 
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With respect, now, to the question of a direct Hebrew original for our book, which, of 
ear Dae eianaapa—e ane - —e important point just considered, a few additional 
the Helsew than with an eecuGe tit : are a 7 Repeaemnd Hie pen: neh 
ee «0 me ~~ Kage Ee one of them agree literally with the 
ae ou ied ne pa c ae ee the LXX. may be accounted for on the quite 
See = ; ow) that for the book before us a text of this version was used 

s y points from the one that has come down to us! On the other hand, there 
are positive reasons of no little weight, which bear in the contrary direction. They are such 
aA these: the frequent literal agreement of our work with the LXX. in the character of the 
Greek used, even where the words are unfamiliar and rare, viii. 86 (cf. Ez. ix. 13); ix. 51 (cf, 
Neh. viii, 10); the fact that the LXX. is so often followed with more or less fidelity, in its 
deviations from the Hebrew text, i. 3 (ef. 2 Chron, xxxv. 3); i. 9 (cf. 2 Chron. xxxv. 9); i. 
12 (ef. 2 Chron. xxxv. 13); i. 23 f. (ef. 2 Chron. xxxv. 19, 20); i. 33 (cf. 2 Chron. xxxy. 
26); i. 38 (ef. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 6); ii. 30 (cf. Ez. iv. 23); that in the case of deviations from 
both the Hebrew and the LXX. the readings of our book are more easily referred to the lat- 
ter than the former, viii. 92 (cf. Ez. x. 2). * 

To these examples cited from Keil, we would add the following also derived from chapter i. of 
1 Esdras. At i. 5 we read: « according to the magnificence (kata thy Heyadedtnra) of Solomon.” 
The Hebrew has: ‘ According to the writing (é. e., written regulation) of Solomon.” The 
LXX. reads, 5:4 xeipds 3., which seems to have suggested the idea of Solomon’s greatness and 
power to our compiler. The LXX.and 1 Esdras, moreover, both translate as though the par- 
ticle > rather than 3 stood in the original. The Hebrew of 2 Chron. xxxv. 10, 11, 12, our 
book (i. 10, 11) has strangely metamorphosed, partly, as it would seem, from not understand- 
ing the meaning of the Hebrew and partly from reading it falsely. But the close of verse 11 
he gives like the LXX.:-‘‘ and thus in the morning,’ (obrws 7b mpwivdy; LXX.: obras eis rd 
xpwt)where the Hebrew is: ‘and so they did with the oxen.’? A most remarkable coincidence, 
which could scarcely be explained, except on the theory of the dependence of the one work 
on the other. At 2 Chron. xxxv. 22, the Hebrew reads: “ but disguised himself.”? The verb 
is WE, the Hithpael of wor. Cf. 1 Samuel xxviii. 8, and 1 Kings xx. 38, where it is used 
in the same sense as here. Our book translates the passage, however, as though the verb 
were [IT and agrees with the LXX. in doing so, the one employing the verb ékparadéén 
(LXX.), the other érexelpe:, to translate it. Again, at 2 Chron. xxxvi. 6, ‘‘and bound him 
in fetters to carry him to Babylon.’ In the Greek Ezra, on the other hand, we read: ‘‘And 
bound him with a chain of brass and carried him to Babylon.’’ That is, in the one case it is 
translated as though the preposition 4 with the infinitive stood in the original; in the other, 
as though it were the copula}. And our book agrees with the LXX. in this particular. 
That the difference, moreover, small as it seems, is not unimportant, may be seen by the 
weighty conclusions which some critics base upon it. Cf. Bertheau, idem, ad loc. 

It would seem, then, that if anything were still wanting to confirm the theory of a Greek 
original for our book, which, if not exclusively was largely used as authority by the compiler 
of our work, it might be found in the fact of the extraordinary variations in the text of the 
different MSS. of the LXX. According to Jerome (Zp. ad Suniam et Fetelam, also Pref. 
in Paralip.), there were two copies of this work, the older one being much the less faithful to 
the Hebrew. And an examination of extant MSS. furnishes abundant reason for crediting 
this statement. Taking, for instance, the Roman edition of the LXX. (1587) as a standard, 
and comparing with it other MSS., we shall find ejghty places where some of them disagree 
with it while agreeing with the Hebrew, and only twenty-six places where they at the same 
time disagree with it and with the Hebrew. Moreover, when there is variation from the 
Hebrew, it is chiefly shown in the addition or omission of words and clauses.? 


V. History of the Book. 


Josephus is the first writer who shows any acquaintance with the Greek Ezra. In his 
work on the Antiquities of the Jews, it seems to have been his favorite book of reference for 
that part of the history which it includes. It was most probably the smooth and graceful 


1 See Keil, Hinleit., p. 705. we 
2 Ct. Selwyn, art. “Septuagint ” in Smith’s Bib. Dict.; Fritzsche in Herzog’s Real-Encyk. and Schenkel’s Bib. Lez. ; 


Tischendorf, Vetus Testamentum Grace, “ Prolegom.”; Frankel, Vorstudien ; also, Gfrorer, Dihne, and Bohl. 
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style of the author, which, as has been already shown, was one of his most marked charac- 
teristics, that specially attracted this Jewish historian. That he would not have been 
hindered from using the work on account of its apparent discrepancies when compared with 
the holy books of his nation, is evident from the manner in which, as we have shown above, 
he attempts to pass‘off his own suppositions as history. That he was not insensible to its 
want of accuracy appears from his efforts at correction. The statement of Movers,? made 
also by Pohlmann,? that Josephus in no case leaves the Greek Ezra to follow the canonical 
books, is not justified by the facts. Ati. 9 he has pdoxous éExrakoctous, Josephus, Bods mere 
kootovs, in agreement with 2 Chron. xxxv. 9. Ati. 38 he has kal 2noev “Iwarlu Tods peyoravas, 
whereas Josephus agrees with the account as given in 2 Chron. xxxvi. 4. Cf. Antig., x. 5, 
§ 2. See also ii. 16 in the commentary below, and the accompanying remarks. 

By Christian writers during the first five centuries after Christ, the book is frequently 
alluded to; but it is impossible to say, in all cases, in just what estimate it was held, or, 
indeed, whether it or the canonical Ezra was meant. Diestel, referring to the article of 
Pohlmann just cited, says, that most of the church Fathers, excepting Jerome, held the work 
for canonical.2 But, if this be true, it is not shown by the citations of Pohlmann. Of the 
score of church Fathers, Greek and Latin, whom he adduces, the great majority give no 
certain evidence in the citations made from their works that they valued the work before us 
as ‘‘ Holy Scripture.’’? Cyprian and Origen do, indeed, introduce it under the well-known 
formula, ut scriptum est. Augustine speaks of the picture of Truth given in iv. 38-40, as a 
possible prediction of Christ ; but Jerome, whom Pohlmann well styles “ der griindlichste 
Kenner der alttestamentlichen Literatur,’’ denounced the work as ‘‘ apocryphal,’’ and pre- 
pared the way for its rejection by the entire Western church. His language is, ‘‘ Nec quem- 
quam moveat, quod unus a nobis editus liber est nee apocryphorum tertii et quarti libri somniis 
delectemur, quia et apud Hebreos Esdree Nehemiceque sermones in wuaum volumen coarctantur,”’ 
ete.4 Moreover, we find on examination that three-fourths of all the citations from the 
Fathers made by Pohlmann refer to the one circumstance of the literary contest before 
Darius, and most of them to the striking expression which it contains respecting the power 
of the truth. This attractive story, taken in connection with a loose way of making 
quotations at this time, naturally became a kind of stock reference in the early church, and, 
once started, readily passed from hand to hand with little or no thought of its origin. The 
most that can be said, therefore, is that the book was used with respect by a number of the 
Greek and Latin Fathers. 

But the probable reason why it was not accepted as canonical by the Tridentine council 
in 1546, which:elevated to this rank other works having apparently less claim, was, that in 
addition to the pronounced opposition of Jerome, it was not then known to exist in Greek. 
Luther, speaking of First and Second Esdras, says: ‘‘ These books we would not translate, 
because they have nothing in them which you might not better find in Asop.” Cico- 
lampadius and Calvin express themselves with more care, but refuse the book a place in the 
canon. The same is true of the English church from its earliest history, as is shown in its 
various translations of the Bible. The more recent criticism, as we have said, is charac- 
terized by a too extreme reaction in favor of the historical and critical worth of the book. 
Its value is chiefly lexical. The translation, which Trendelenburg compares for smoothness 
and elegance with that of Symmachus, can, no doubt, be made useful in the study of. the 
remaining apocryphal books of the Old Testament as well as of the New Testament Greek. 
And there are, undoubtedly, a few instances where its aid may properly be invoked in the 
interpretation of those parts of the canonical books which it includes. 





VI. Js it a Fragment? 


Opinions on the question whether the book in its present form is complete in itself will 
naturally be much modified by the view that is adopted respecting its aim. Those who 
hold that the compiler meant to arrange his material simply with reference to a history of 
the restoration of the temple, find the work, as it is, pretty nearly complete. But it undoubt- 
edly breaks off in the midst of a sentence, and one cannot say with certainty whether the 
last part has been lost, or that the author failed to carry out his original design. At least, 
there would be nothing against the current opinion of the purpose of the author — and it 


1 Kirchen-Lexikon, i. 885. 2 Theol. Quartalschrift, 1859, p. 259 i 
v- Lex : A Ps i 8 Geschichte, p, 182. 
4 Praef, in Libr. Esdr., Opp., t. ix., col. 1472 (ed. Migne). 5 Westcott, The Bible in the Church, p. 281 ff. 
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seems to be required by the abrupt conclusion — to suppose that Neh. viii. 13-18 originally 
formed a part of the work. The theory of Trendelenburg that the first part of the book is 
also wanting, which he bases on the fact that the history begins with the eighteenth instead 
of the first year of Josiah’s reign, harmonizes with no tenable theory of its object. 


VII. Manuscripts and Versions. 


The critical edition of the LXX. by Holmes and Parsons, in which the readings of 
twenty-four different MSS. of our book are given, still furnishes schviars, as already 
observed, with their principal resource for the criticism of its text. According to Fritzsche, 
these twenty-four MSS. may be divided with respect to worth into four classes, the best text 
being found in II. 52. and 55. This text, however, is not free from mistakes of copyists in 
addition to arbitrary attempts at improvement. It is especially to be suspected, Fritzsche 
thinks, when agreeing with 19. and 108. The latter MSS. represent in general the text of 
the Complutensian Polyglot. The remaining codices are (1) III. XI. 58. 64, 119. 243, 245. 
248. and the Aldine edition of the LXX.; (2) 44. 71. 74. 106. 107. 120. 121. 134. 236. 
These last two recensions, as they are named, present a text more or less emended — 
the former Alexandrine — and, at the same time, do not always retain their distinctive 
features, being more or less influenced by each other. 


1 ESDRAS. 


CHAPTER I. 


Awnp Josias held the feast of the passover’ in Jerusalem unto his Lord, and 
offered? the passover the fourteenth day of the first month, having set the priests 
according to their daily courses, being officially arrayed,’ in the temple of the Lord. 
And he commanded! the Levites, ministers of the temple for Israel, to® hallow 
themselves unto the Lord, with reference to placing * the holy ark of the Lord in 
the house that king Solomon the son of David had built, and said, Ye shall no 
more bear it’ upon your shoulders ; and now ® serve the Lord your God, and min- 
ister unto his people Israel, and make it ready® after your families and tribes,” 

5 according to the written regulation of David king of Israel,” and according to the 
magnificertce of Solomon his son. And standing in the temple according to the 
order of fathers’ families of you™ the Levites, who have been accustomed to min- 

6 ister in succession ® in the presence of your brethren the children of Israel, offer 
the passover and make ready the sacrifices for your brethren, and keep the pass- 
over according to the commandment of the Lord which was given unto Moses. 

7 And unto the people that were present * Josias gave thirty thousand lambs and 
kids, and three thousand calves; these things were given from the royal treas- 

8 ury, according to promise, to the people, and to the priests and Levites.1* And 
Chelcias,” and Zacharias, and Syelus,” the governors of the temple, gave to the 
priests for the passover two thousand and six hundred sheep, and three hundred 

9 calves. And Jechonias, and Sameas,’ and Nathanael Ais brother, and Asabias,” 
and Ochiel, and Joram, chiliarchs,” gave to the Levites for the passover five thou- 

10 sand sheep, and seven hundred calves. And this is what took place: the priests 
11 and Levites, having the unleavened bread, stood fittingly attired * according to the 


m oF be 


A few words respecting the principles followed in my revision of the A. V. generally may not be here out of place. 
In harmony with the practice adopted in other volumes of this series of commentaries, I have only made changes when 
it seemed clearly needful to a correct understanding of the original. Very many words and expressions, consequently, 
have been left as found—as, for instance, in the present chapter, “‘ their daily courses” (ver. 2), and “ the porters 
were at every gate” (ver. 16), where the italics are evidently superfluous — which, in a new translation or a more thor- 
ough revision, would be unhesitatingly corrected or eliminated. The English text which has been made the basis of 
revision is that of the ‘‘ Cambridge Paragraph Bible’’ edited by Rev. F. H. Scrivener (1873). The Greek text made a 
standard —all essential deviations from which I have aimed to indicate —is that of Fritzsche (Libri Apocryphi Veteris 
Testamenti, Lips., 1871). Ihave not hesitated, when deemed necessary, to introduce changes in the punctuation of 
Scrivener’s text without calling special attention to them in the notes. , 


Ver. 1.—1A. V.: the feast of the passover. But 7d maécxa has also this meaning as well as simply ‘‘ the passover”? or 
*¢ the paschal lamb.” 2 Cod. II. (as also 55. 58.) has é@vcay by the first hand; III., the same, and adds, of viot "Ic. 

Ver. 2.—% A. V.: arrayed in long garments (@r., éoroAcouévous). The context supplies the idea that it was their 
official costume. 

Ver. 3.—4A, V.: spake unto (see Com. in loc.). 5 the holy ministers (Old Lat.— MS. Colbert. — sacris servis) of 
Israel, that they should. 6 to set (see Com.). 

Ver. 4,—7A.V.: the ark (Old Lat. —Cod. Colbert. — Et dizit: Non portabitis arcam in humeris). 8 now there- 
fore (Gr., cal viv, but vdv ody, 108.). ® prepare you (Gr. érouudoare), 10 kindreds (Gr., ras duAds). 

Ver. 5. —UA.V.: as David the king of Israel prescribed (Gr., xara Thv yeadyv, etc.). 12 several dignity of the fam- 
ilies of you (see Com.), 18 who minister — offer the passover in order. The words év tafev should be joined to what 
precedes and not to @vcare. 

Ver. 7. —14 A. V.: was found there (see Com.). 15 of the king’s allowance (see Com.). 18 as he promised (Gr. 
kar’ érayyediav), to the people, to the priests and to the Levites (44. 74. al. Ald. read rots Aevirats). ; 

Ver. 8.—17 A. V.: Helkias. 18 For SunAos, XI. 55. have HovnA ; II. ILI., Havyados. 

Ver. 9.—19 A. V.; Jeconias and Samaias. 20 Assabias. 21 captains over thousands. ‘ 

Ver. 10. —” A. V.: when these things were done. The Codd. III. XI. 52. and many others, with Co. and Ald., have 
rovTwy yevo.evev for raiiTa, Ta yevoueva. See Com. 8 A, V.: in very comely order (Gr., ebmperas ; 64., evtpeTas) 
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tribes,! and according to the order of fathers’ families,? before the people, to offer 
to the Lord, as it is written in the book of Moses; and thus did they in the morn- 
12 ing.’ And they roasted the passover with fire, as is fitting;4 and the sacrifices 
13 they boiled’ in brass pots and pans with pleasant odor,® and carried out to” all 
the people. And afterwards they prepared for themselves, and for the priests their 
14 brethren, the sons of Aaron. For the priests offered the fat pieces ® until night ; 
and the Levites prepared for themselves, and the priests their brethren, the sons of 
15 Aaron. The holy singers also, the sons of Asaph, were in their allotted place,® 
according to the appointment of David, and” Asaph, Zacharias, and Eddinus," who 
16 were appointed masters of song by the king.” And the porters were at every gate; 
it was not necessary “ for any to turn aside from his daily service, for their breth- 
17 ren the Levites prepared for them. And the service of sacrificing to the Lord 
18 was brought to a conclusion on" that day, that they might hold the passover, and 
offer sacrifices upon the altar of the Lord, according to the commandment of king » 
19 Josias. And” the children of Israel who! were present held the passover at this ¥ 
20 time, and the feast of unleavened* bread seven days. And such a passover had not 
21 been™ kept in Israel since the time of the prophet Samuel. And no king of Israel 
had held* such a passover as Josias, and the priests, and the Levites, and the Jews, 
22 held with all Israel that were found dwelling at Jerusalem. In the eighteenth 
23 year of the reign of Josias was this passover kept. And the works of Josias were 
24 upright before his Lord with a heart full of godliness. And also what relates to 
him was * written in former times, concerning those that had sinned,™ and been 
ungodly towards * the Lord above every other * nation and kingdom,” and grieved 
him exceedingly ; and* the words of the Lord were fulfilled upon * Israel. 
25 And* after all these acts of Josias it came to pass, that Pharaoh the king of 
Egypt came to make * war at Charcamys on the ™ Euphrates; and Josias went 
26 out against him. And *® the king of Egypt sent to him, saying, What have I to 
27 do with thee, O king of Judea? I am not sent out from the Lord God against 
thee, for my war is upon the ** Euphrates; and now the Lord is with me, and*® the 
Lord who is with me is a hastening Lord. Stand aside *© and be not against the 
28 Lord. And * Josias did not turn himself on his chariot,*® but undertook to fight with 
him, not regarding the words of the prophet Jeremias from™ the mouth of the 
29 Lord, but joined battle with him in the plain of Mageddo ;* and the princes came 
30 down to“ king Josias. And the king said“ unto his servants, Carry me away out 
of the battle, for I am very weak. And immediately his servants removed him 
81 from the line of battle.*? And he mounted “ his second chariot, and being brought 
82 back to Jerusalem died, and was buried in his fathers’ sepulchre. And throughout 


Ver. 11.—1A.V.: kindreds (cf. ver. 4). 2 several dignities of the fathers. % The version of 1611 has in the 
margin, as an alternative translation, instead of “and thus in the morning,” ‘and so of the bullocks,”’ aap) being 


read for “p2. Cf. the Heb. at 2 Chron. xxxv. 12, and the Com. below, in loc. 

Ver. 12.—4 A.V.: appertaineth (Gr. KaOyjKev). 5 as for the sacrifices, they sod them. 6 with a good sayour 
(marg., with good speed, or willingly; Old Lat., cum benevolentia). 

Ver. 18. —7°A. V.: set them before (Gr., amjveyxay). 

Ver. 14. —8A. V.: fat (Gr., ra o7éarTa). 


Ver. 15.—9 A. V.: order. 1°to wit (kai). Jeduthun (see Com.). 12 was of the king’s retinue (see Com.) 
The plural of rapa instead of 6 z., is supported by II. 44. 55. and other codd. | ; : 
Ver. 16. —15 A. V.: Moreover. 14 Jawful. 15 go from his ordinary service (Gr., epypepiar, ete.). 


Ver. 17.—16 A. V.: Thus were the things that belonged to the sacrifices of the Lord accomplished in. 

Ver. 19.—17 A. V.: So. 18 which. 19 that (Gr., rovTw). 2° _ sweet. 

Ver. 20.—21 A. V.: was not (see Com.). ar bi agp Mane 

Ver. 21. — 22 Yea, all the kings of Israel held not. Literal, excepting f y o 

Ver. 24.— 3A. v. : As for the things that came to pass in his time, they were. 24 that sinned (see Com.) 25 did 
wickedly against (see Com.). 26 all. 27 people and kingdoms. 28 and how they grieved him exceedingly, so that 
(see Com.). 29 rose up against (see Com.). 

Ver. 25.— 989A. V.: Now. 81 raise. 


. 26.— 33 A. V.: But. ; 
i S —# A. V.; omits the. 85 yea. 86 the Lord is with me hasting me forward: depart from me (see Com.). 


Ver. 28.—87 A. V.: Howbeit.  *8 back his chariot from him (see €om.). 3 Jeremie spoken by. 

Ver, 29. —40 A. V.: Magiddo (see Com.). #1 came against (see Com.). ae rf 

Ver. 30. —42 A. V.: Then said the king. 43 took him away out of the ied (Gr., amd HS maparatews). ate 

Ver. 31. —44 A. V.: Then gat he up upon. That II. also, as Fritzsche 8 apparatus (following Holmes an poe 
states, with XI. (by a second hand) 44, 68. and others, supports the reading Sevrepov instead of Sevrépiov is not show 


by the fac-simile edition of this MS. by Vercellone and Cozza. 


82 Carchamis upon E. Kapxapuus, XI. 44. 64. 71. 74. and others. 
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Judea! they mourned for Josias ; and Jeremias” the prophet lamented for Josias, 
and the chief men with the women made lamentation for him unto this day; and 
it was ordered that this should become a perpetual observance for all the race® 
33 of Israel. But these things* are written in the book of the histories ° of the 
kings of Judah, and every one of the acts that Josias did, and his glory, and 
his understanding in the law of the Lord, and the things that he had done before, 
and the things now recited, are reported in the book of the kings of Israel and 
Judah.°® 
84 And they of the nation’ took Jechonias® the son of Josias and declared® him 
35 king instead of Josias his father, when he was twenty and three years old. And he 
reigned in Israel ® and in Jerusalem three months. And then the king of Egypt 
36 deposed him from reigning in Jerusalem. And he set a tax upon the nation» of an 
37 hundred talents of silver and one talent of gold, The king of Egypt also declared” 
-88 king Joacim his brother king of Judea and Jerusalem. And Joacim bound the 
39 nobles and seized Zaraces his brother, and brought him out of Egypt. Five and 
twenty years old was Joacim when he was made king of Judea and Jerusalem ; a 
40 and he did evil before the Lord. But against him Nabuchodonosor the king of 
Babylon came up, and bound him with a chain of brass, and carried him unto Baby- 
41 lon. Nabuchodonosor also took some of !* the holy vessels of the Lord, and carried 
42 them away, and deposited them ™ in his temple ** at Babylon. But those things that 
are related of him, as well of his uncleanness as his impiety,’ are written in the 
chronicles of the kings. 
43 And Joacim his son reigned in his stead; indeed, when he was appointed he 
44 was™ eighteen years old. “And he reigned” three months and ten days in Jerusa- 
45 lem, and did evil before the Lord. And™ after a year Nabuchodonosor sent and 
brought him unto*® Babylon with the holy vessels of the Lord, and declared Sede- 
46 cias “ king of Judea and Jerusalem, when he was one and twenty years old. And 
47 he reigned eleven years; and he did evil also in the sight of the Lord, and cared 
not for the words that were spoken unto him by the prophet Jeremias* from the 
48 mouth of the Lord. And notwithstanding that ** king Nabuchodonosor had made 
him swear by the name of the Lord, he forswore himself, and rebelled; and harden- 
49 ing his neck, and his heart, he transgressed the laws of the Lord God of Israel. 
And the leaders” also of the people and of the priests did many ungodly deeds, 
even beyond all the pollutions of all the heathen, and defiled the holy temple of the 
50 Lord, in* Jerusalem, And” the God of their fathers sent by his messenger to 
51 call them back, because he showed indulgence to them and his tabernacle.” But 
they had his messengers in derision; and in the day that the Lord spake,®* they 
52 made a sport of his prophets, so far forth, that he was wroth with his people on 
account of their ungodliness, and determined to bring the kings of the Chaldees ® 


Ver. 82.—1A. V.: inall Jewry. 2 yea, Jeremie. % this was given out for an ordinance to be done continually in 
all the nation of. 


Ver. 83.—-4 A. V.: these things. 5 stories. 6 Judea. . 

Ver 34.—7A. V.: And the people (Gr., oi é« rod, éte.). 8 Joachaz (so 44. 52. and others, with Ald. ; IIT., Iwxa¢; 
XI. 64. al,"Iwayas). 9% made(Gr., avéderéav). 

Ver. 35.—10 A. V.: Judea. Cod. III. with some others, has Iovda for IcpayA (see Com.). Cod. Il. has the reading 
amexaréornoev for aréotycev of the text. rec., and BactAevs has the article in the same. 

Ver. 86.—A. V.: land (Gr., 7 é0vos). Ver. 87. —12 A. V.: made (see ver. 84). 

Ver. 88. —13 A. V.: And he bound Joacim and the nobles: but Zaraces his brother he apprehended (cf. Com.). 

Ver. 89.—14 A. V.: king in the land of Judea (108., év TH ‘lovdaia ; Junius, in terra Jehude). 

Ver. 40.—15 A. V.: Wherefore. The reading én’ for wer’ at the beginning is supported by III. XI. 58. ete.(see Com.). 
Ver. 41.—16 A. Y.: took of. 17 set them, 418 his own temple (vad éavrov, 108.). 

at a = as i‘ us ‘ gerenicnt (Gr., ioropnOévra) of him and of his uncleanness and impiety. 

er. 43, — . V.: he was made king bein +, OTe O€ 6 L i 
re 2, Alacer nace Hi bi te , ore Sé for dre ydp). For Sexaoxrd are the MSS. III. XT. 44. 52. and 

Ver. 44,—*1 A, V.: and reigned but, etc, Ver. 45. — 2A. V.: So. 23 caused him to be brought into. 

Ver. 46.—*4 A. V.: made Zedechias. Ver. 47. —%5 A. V.: Jeremie. 

Ver. 48. —26 A. V.: after that (see Com.). 

Ver. 49. —27 A. Vv. 2 The governors. *8 passed all the pollutions of all nations, and defiled the temple of the Lord 
which was sanctified in, ete. The support of II. also may be cited for the addition of Hvounoay after hoéBnoav mat. 
besides 55. and 44. given by Fritzsche ; IIL. XI. 52. have qvouncar kai wapéByoar. : 

Ver. 50. —29 A. V.: Nevertheless. 5° because he spared them (@r., édetdero, etc.) and his tabernacle also 

Ver, 51,— 1 A. V.: and look, when the Lord spake wnto them. . 


Ver 52 —%A Y.: being wroth... for their great ungodliness commanded the kings , . . . to come. 
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53 up against them. 
holy temple, and spared neither 
54 delivered all into their hands. 


55 


carried them away into Babylon. 
56 


molished the walls of Jerusalem, 


57 
58 


Babylon. 


75 


They slew their young men with the sword, round about? their 
young man nor maid, old man nor child, but he? 


And they took all the holy vessels of the Lord, both 
great and small, and the treasure chests of the Lord,® 


and the king’s treasures, and 


And they burned the house of the Lord, and de- 
and set fire to* ‘her towers. 
destroyed all her glory; and the remnant of people he led sword in hand® unto 
And they were® servants to him and his children, till the Persians 
reigned, to fulfill the word of the Lord spoken by the mouth of Jeremias:7 Until 


And they utterly 


the land shall have*® enjoyed her sabbaths, the whole time of her desolation shall 
she rest, until the completion ® of seventy years. 


Ver. 53, —1 A. V.: who slew their young men, . 
them (avra@v, XT. 44. 58. 64. 248. Ald.), for he, etc. 
The context seems to require it. 


+ + + yea, even within the compass of (Gr., mepuxdKdw). 


2 among 


; Ill. XI. 248, Ald. are the principal authorities for Tapédwxev. 


Ver. 54. —$ A. V.: with the vessels of the ark of God (see Com.). Codd. 52. 64, 243. 248, Ald. read deo for xupiov here. 
Ver. 55. — 4A. V.: As for the house of the Lord they burnt it, brake down (see Com.) the walls of Jerusalem, set fire 


upon, etc. 


Ver. 56. —5 A. V.: and as for her glorious things, they never ceased till they had consumed and brought them all to 
nought: and the people that were not slain with the sword he carried unto Babylon. 


Ver. 57. —® A. V.: who became servants (Gr., cat joav aides). 


Ver. 58.—8 A. V.: had. ® full term (see Cor.). 


7 Jeremie. 


Cuarter I. (Cf. 2 Chron. xxxv., xxxvi.) 


Ver. 1. “Aye, to hold, to celebrate. It comes 
into use in this sense only in the later times, but 
is frequently so employed in the Apocrypha; 
although not found in connection with 7d rdoxa, 
except in this passage. See ver. 6, below. — The 
fourteenth day of the first month. This was 
the month Nisan, answering to our March, but at 
the time of Josiah coinciding more nearly with 
April. The first month of the civil year was 
Ethanim, or Tisri, our October. See art. “ Mo- 
nate” in Herzog’s Real-Encyk., and “ Kalender” 
in Schenkel’s Brb. Lex. 

Ver. 2. To their daily courses. Cf. with the 
Greek Luke i. 5, 8: ev 77 rd&er tis epnueptas aitod. 

Ver. 3. Eimwe. Spake, in the sense of com- 
manded. Cf. Matt. viii. 8; Mark v. 43, x. 49; 
and many other passages. — Ministers of the 
temple for Israel. The compiler does not prob- 
ably mean to indicate by this term (fepddovAos) 
the special class ordinarily designated temple- 
servants (Nethinim), but uses the expression in 
a general sense. The LXX. in the corresponding 
passage in 2 Chron. has rots Suvarots. At v. 29, 
35 ; viii. 5, 22,49, however, the word is used in its 
restricted sense. — With reference to (the mat- 
ter of) placing, év rH @éce. On this use of éy with 
the dative, see Robinson’s Ler., p. 248, and Winer, 

. 387. 

F Ver. 4. Ye shall no more bear it upon your 
shoulders. Lit.: Jt shall not be to you to bear it 
upon the shoulders. This passage, inclusive of 
ver. 8, has given no little difficulty to critics. 
How is it that the ark of the covenant is no 
longer in the temple? Have we elsewhere any 
intimation that since the time of Solomon it had 
been removed? Fritzsche thinks that there is an 
anachronism in the history, words being put into 
the mouth of Josiah which would be appropriate 
only for David (see 1 Chron. xxiii. 26). He in- 
fers from Jer. iii. 16 (cf. Hitzig’s Com., ad loc.), 
that the ark had already been wanting for some 
ears, and, if it had now come to light, more would 
ee been made of so significant a fact. It is not 
necessary, hewever, to resort to so violent a theory. 
Michaelis, Movers, Vaihinger (in Herzog’s Real- 
Encyk., ii. 455), and many others, are of the 








opinion that, during the idolatrous reigns of Man- 
asseh and Amon, the ark had been temporarily 
removed in order to secure its safety. Keil, on 
the other hand, maintains that the command to 
set it in the temple is not to be taken in a mate- 
rial, but in a spiritual, sense: ‘“ Overlook, leave 
the ark in the temple; you have no longer, since 
Solomon built a place for it, to bear it on the 
shoulders.” The ark of the covenant was prob- 
ably burned, along with the temple itself, when - 
the city was taken by Nebuchadnezzar. Little 
confidence can be placed in the later traditions 
concerning it (2 Macc, ii. 4 ff.). Josephus (Bel. 


Jud., v. 5, § 5), at least, testifies directly that the 


second temple was without it; and Tacitus (Hist., 
y. 9) says of this temple: “Nulla intus deim 
effigie vacuam sedem et inania arcana.” — Aarpeto. 
For interesting remarks on the use of this word 
in the Scriptures generally, including the Apoc- 
rypha, see Cremer’s Lezx., p. 397, and Girdle- 
stone, O. T. Syn., p. 891. Cf. also Judith iii. 9; 
3 Mace. vi. 6. 

Ver. 5. According to the written regulation 
of David. See 1 Chron. xxiii.— Magnificence 
of Solomon. This phrase is not found in the 
Hebrew (2 Chron. xxxy. 4), and was doubtless 
introduced by the compiler with the view of 
glorifying the temple. — Order of fathers’ fami- 
lies. The word yepiddpxns was originally applied 
to the governor of a province (1 Macc. x. 65), 
pepiOapxia being the office itself. It seems here 
to mean the divisions of the families, with special 
reference to the heads of such divisions. 

Ver. 7. Were present, 76 cipebévrt. See 
ver. 18, where the A. V. so renders. Respecting 
such a use of this word, and how it is distinguished 
from efva, see Winer, p. 616,— The king’s allow- 
ance (A. V.), Ta BaoiAind. Rather, the royal treas- 
ury. See viii. 18; 1 Mace. iii. 28. 

Ver. 8. XeAxfas, Chelcias (2 Chron., Hilkiah). 
According to tradition he was the brother of 
Jeremiah, and identical with the priest who found 
the copy of the law as recorded in 2 Kings xxii. 
8. See Smith’s Bib. Dict., art. “ Chelcias.” — 


— Syelus Os in 2 Chron.). Chelcias was 


76 


high priest ; Zacharias, prefect, an office next in 


yank; and Jehiel was either assistant of the lat- ai. 


ter, —as the office required but one person, — or 
had succeeded to the office during the life-time 
of Zacharias, or he is mentioned because he was 
chief of the Levites. See the following verse. 

Ver. 9. Jechonias (2 Chron., Conaniah). — 
Sameas (2 Chron., Shemaiah). — Asabias (2 
Chron., Hashabiah).— Ochiel (2 Chron., Jeiel). 
—Joram (2 Chron,, Jozabad). Our efforts will 
be directed, in revising the spelling of proper 
names, simply to give them a form in English 
corresponding as closely as possible to that which 
they have in the Greek text which we follow. 
On the general subject of the proper names of the 
English version, see interesting remarks by Light- 
foot, A Fresh Revis., etc., p. 146. — Chiliarchs. 
The word x:Alapxo: is probably to be understood 
here in the general sense of leaders, chiefs. 

Ver. 10. A. V.: When these things were 
done, taita 7% yevsueva. Nominative absolute 
(see Winer, pp. 181, 574), and to be construed 
with what precedes; or better, taking account of 
the article, with what follows: and this is what 
took place. — Ka) ofrws 7d mpwivdy, and thus in the 
morning, that is, thus they offered sacrifice in 
the morning; or éAokadTwuais to be supplied after 
apwivdy, and thus (they offered) the morning sacri- 
jice. Gaab would translate, and_so— that is, 
after these arrangements — appeared the morning ; 
meaning the morning of the day on which the 
paschal lamb was to be eaten. 

Ver. 12. In brass pots. More likely copper 
or bronze (xadkds Kexpapévos), a compound of 
copper and tin. See art. “Metalle” in Schenkel, 
Bib. Lex.— Mer’ edwdlas, with pleasant odor. 
Trendelenberg (Hichhorn, Hinleit. in d. Apok., 

‘p. 364) and others think the translator mistook 
the Hebrew word, and that the proper rendering 
would have been, with joy. Fritzsche dissents. 
Cf. Text. Notes, Eph. v. 2. 

Ver. 15. Sons of Asaph; 7. e., sons with ref- 
erence to employment.— Eddinus. In the A. V. 
this word is improperly rendered by the corre- 
sponding one at‘2 Chron. Doubtless the same 
person is meant. He was master of song in 
the tabernacle, along with Asaph and Heman, at 
the time of David. See 1 Chron. xxvi. 1; 2 
Chron. y. 12. Our text, moreover, has Zacharias 
where we should have expected Heman. Gaab 
(Com., ad loc.) suggests the possibility that one 
and the same person had both names. It is quite 
as likely to have been a case of careless writing, 
Zacharias having been suggested by 1 Chron. xv. 
20. But cf. 1 Chron. xv. 19.— Who were 
(appointed masters of song) by the king. See, 
for a similar construction of the Greek of mapa 
Tov BactAéws, 1 Mace. xv. 15; xvi. 16; and cf. 
Winer, p. 365. See also 2 Chron. xxxv. 15. 

Ver. 17. ’Ax@jvu, that they might hold. — 
The infinitive can be used as genitive, both with 
and without the article. See Winer, p. 326; and 
cf. Buttmann, pp. 261-266. 

Ver. 19. Cf. Luke xxii. 1: % éopr) tav adipor. 

Ver. 20. See Winer’s remark on the use of 
the aorist for the pluperfect, p. 275; Buttmann, 
p. 199 f. Cf. Luke vii. 1; John xi. 30. 

Ver. 21. °Ev rf karouhoe. The phrase is to 
be construed as in apposition with éy ‘Iepovsadhu. 
The political distinction, moreover, indicated by 
of "Iovdaior as Over against was "Iopahd is not to 
be overlooked, the latter meaning the remnant of 
the ten tribes. 


Ver. 23. ’Ev kapdia wAhpet, with a heart full; 
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i.e., his heart being full, or, in that his heart was 
‘ull. 

Ver. 24. Been ungodly towards. See ver. 
49. With the Greek cf. 2 Pet. ii. 6; Jude, ver. 
15.—Tapa wav @vos, above every other nation. 
Cf. Luke xiii. 2, and Winer, p. 404. — The com- 
mon text has ka) & eadrycav, and concerning the 
things which grieved. With Fritzsche, however, 
following IL. and 44. we have omitted the relative. 
—’Avéornoay, rose up against ; i. e., were fulfilled 
upon. See 1 Kings xiii. 2; 2 Kings xxiii. 16. So 
the LXX. at Gen. iv. 8 renders Os map. Ci. Mark 


iii. 26. Wahl (Clavis, ad voc.) comments: “De 
minis divinis que, dum rate fiunt, surgere dicuntur 
ém “Iopana.” 

Ver. 25. apaé. This is a Coptic word, and 
signifies king, and was the usual title for the 
rulers of Egypt. The Hebrew at this point: has 
properly left out the word, giving only Necho 


(123). Manetho calls him Nechao; Herodotus, 


Neco; and the monuments, Neku. See Rawlin- 
son, Histor. Ev., p. 125.— Charcamys. This 
seems not to be the Cercusium of the Greeks, as 
most authorities hold, but a place situated higher 
up on the Euphrates, and occupying the site of 
the later Hierapolis. Its importance was due to 
the fact that it commanded the passage of the 
river at this point. The name signifies “the Fort 
of Chemosh,” Chemosh being the well-known 
deity of the Moabites. See Rawlinson, Ancient 
Mon., ii. 475; and Schrader, Keilinschriften, p. 250. 

Ver. 26. What have I to do with thee? 
Lit., What is to me and to thee? Cf. 2 Sam. xvi. 
10; Matt. viii. 29. 

Ver. 27. Sent out from the Lord God. It is 
not likely, as Keil supposes, that he means Je- 
hovah, unless he spoke from the point of view of 
Josiah. The Egyptians also, to a certain degree, 
acknowledged a single supreme being who in- 
spired their actions. An inscription, supposed to 
have been made B.c. 750, ascribes the following 
language to Piankhi, one of the Egyptian kings: 
“Didst thou not know that the Divine shade was 
over me? I have not acted without his knowl- 
edge. He commanded my acts.” See Bib. Com. 
at 2 Chron. xxxv. 21; Rawlinson, Histor. Ev., 
p- 147 £.; and Hitzig, Geschichte, p. 268. —’Em} yap 
Tov Edgpdrov, upon the Euphrates; 7. e., against 
the Babylonian forces on the Euphrates. For 
further explanation, see our Introd. to this book, 
under “Sources of the work,” etc. —Is hasten- 
ing; or, is ahastening Lord. The Greek is: kat 
KUptos mer’ €uod emiomevdwv early. Cf. Esth. vi. 14; 
Wahl’s Clavis; and Schleusner’s Lez., ad voc. 

Ver. 28. And Josias did not turn himself on 
his chariot, 7.e., he did not abandon his design. 
The Vulgate has : “ Et non est reversus Josias super 
currum,” he did not return to the chariot in which 
he came, but mounted a war chariot. Cod. 108. 
has the reading which is followed in the A. V., 
as also the edition of the Greek Bible published 
at Basle in 1545 and that published in Frankfort, 
1596: Kal ovx areotpépey am’ avrod I. 7d Epua 
éavrod. Cod. 108. has avrod at the end and in 
it also the verb is éréorpeev. Junius renders: 
“ Non est autem aversus Joschija cum copiis.” In 
the corresponding passage in 2 Chron. xxxv. 22, 
there follow the difficult words: “but disguised 
himself,” which our translator (prudently?) omits. 

Ver. 29, Mageddo. -The modern El-Lejjun, 
on the route of caravans from Egypt to Damas- 
cus. See Bib. Com. at 2 Kings xxiii. 30. Herodotus 
is supposed to have made mention of this battle 
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(ii. 159). He makes Magdolum (Migdol), how- 
ever, situated on the shores of Lake Tiberias, the 
scene of it. These two names were frequently 
confounded. But Ewald (Hist. of Is., iv. 242, 
note) takes a different view. He thinks the form 
Magdol in Herodotus arose from the spelling 
Magedon for Megiddo; the letters n and J, at the 
end of a proper name, being often interchanged. 
Cf. Rawlinson, Herod., ad loc. Codex II. has the 
singular reading Meraddous for Mayeddé. — And 
the princes came down to Josias. In 2 Chron. 
xxxy. 23, the Hebrew is correctly rendered: 
“And the archers shot at King Josiah.” The 
Greek translator has evidently gone astray, and 
probably in consequence of not understanding the 
text. The word rataBaiyw was used for descend- 
ing into the arena to fight, like the Latin in certa- 
men descendere. See Herod., v. 22. 

Ver. 30. Servants, raides. The people of his 
court are meant. See 1 Macc. i.6,8; Matt. xiv. 2. 

Ver. 31. Second chariot. It was a chariot 
more suitable for making a journey. There is an 
apparent disagreement between this passage and 
2 Kings xxiii. 29. In the latter, however, it is 
probably meant simply that Josiah received his 
death wound at Megiddo. Cf. also 2 Kings xxii. 
20; and Ewald, Hist. of Is., iv., p. 242, note. 

Ver. 32. Jeremias, the prophet. The pres- 
ent canonical Book of Lamentations is not meant. 
See Jer. xxii. 10, 18; Zech. xii. 11. — E@pyvotcay, 
made lamentation. For the ending -ogay in the 
third person plural of the imperfect and second 
aorist indicative active, see Winer, p. 77; B., p. 43; 
Sophocles, Greek Lex. of the Roman and Byzantine 
Periods, p. 39. Codd. III. 55, 119. have e@phyour. 

Ver. 33. Histories of the kings of Judah. 
Our Book of Chronicles is meant. Junius has 
here Jehude, and in ver. 32 Jehudawa. .See Text. 
Notes. — Book of the kings of Israel and Judah, 
i.e., our books of Kings. See Smith’s Brble Dict., 
ii. 30, 31. Fritzsche, however, thinks differently. 

Ver. 34. -Declared, avédeitay. Cf. ver. 37, 
and 2 Mace. ix. 23. The compiler of our apoc- 
ryphal book has doubtless made a mistake in the 
name of this king, Jechonias. Such a. person 
was indeed once king, but was a son of the suc- 
‘cessor of the present king. See 1 Chron. iii. 16. 
The person who was raised to the throne at this 
time was a younger son of Josiah, and was orig- 
inally called Shallum, and probably took the 
name Joachaz (“the Lord possesses”’) on his be- 
coming king. The A. V., in writing “Joachaz,” 
seems to have desired to emend the text with 
reference to 2 Chron. xxxvi.1l. Cf. also 2 Kings 
xxiii. 30. 

Ver. 35. In Israel. The received text, with 
II., has év ’Iopaha, which is retained by Fritzsche, 
notwithstanding that most of the MSS. are 
against it. He holds that the phrase is not used 
in a geographical sense (as was probably sup- 
posed by those making the correction), but refers 
to the nation asa whole. See Judith iv. 1; Matt. 
viii. 10.— Deposed him from reigning in Jeru- 
salem, The Hebrew has simply: removed him. 
Cf., further, remarks in Introd. to the present 
book, under “ Sources of the Work,” etc. 

Ver. 36. An hundred talents of silver and 
one talent of gold. The disproportion between 
the weight of the silver and the gold has attracted 
attention. Ewald, however, accepts the state- 
ment as here found, with the remark that it was 
money enough when taken in connection with the 
loss of adjacent territory. See Hist. of Js., iv. 
252, note. 


con 


Vers. 37, 38. No dependence can be placed on 
the text of our book at this point. Intentionally 
or otherwise, it is very much falsified. See par- 
allel passages in 2 Chron., 2 Kings, and in Daniel. 
— Joacim. For Joiakim, i. e., Jehoiakim. — 
Zaraces. An obvious corruption, and, as Fritzsche 
supposes, for Jehoahaz. We have endeavored to 
diminish the difficulties of the passage, to some 
extent, by the translation given above. Tu make 
it, however, at once intelligible and historically 
credible seems, under present circumstances, a 
hopeless task. See Josephus (Antig., x. 5, § 2), 
who says that Jehoahaz died in Egypt; also, 
Ewald, Hist. of Is., iv. 2515 2 Kings xxiii. 34; 
Jer. xxii. 10-12; Ezek. xix. 4. It has been sug- 
gested that rbv adeApdy is repeated through mis- 
take from the preceding line, and that Zaraces is 
a corruption for Urias, the well-known prophet of 
this period, whom Jehoiachim did bring back 
from Egypt and put to death in Jerusalem. See 
Smith’s Bib. Dict., i. 945; cf. Jer. xxvi. 20-23. 

Ver. 40. Against him, yer’ airéy. This is an 
unusual meaning for werd in prose. Cf., however, 
Hom., //., v. 152; xvii. 460. Other MSS., it will 
be observed, have él, which corresponds with 
the LXX. at 2 Chron. xxxvi. 6, — Nabuchodono- 
sor. This spelling better represents the originah 
Hebrew than the common one. The most correct 
form, however, according to Ewald, is Nabuchod- 
rozzor. Hist. of Is., iv. 256, note. — With a 
chain of brass. See ver. 12, above. For a simi- 
lar use of the preposition év, see LXX. at Jer. lii. 
11, and Ecclus. xxviii. 19. Respecting the state- 
ment made, cf. 2 Kings xxiv. 6; Jer. xxii. 19, 
xxxvi. 80; Ezek. xix. 8,9. The most probable 
supposition is that Nebuchadnezzar did not fulfill 
his intention of carrying the captive king to Baby- 
lon, or, if he did so, afterwards restored him to 
Jerusalem; where, on account of a subsequent 
rebellion, he was put to death, and his remains 
ignominiously treated by the Babylonians, though 
afterwards interred in the burying-place of Ma- 


nasseh. But see Ewald, Hist. of Is., iv. 262. 
Ver. 41. In his temple at Babylon. See: 
Dan. i. 2. Probably the magnificent temple of 


Belus, whose ruins still remain, is meant. 

Ver. 48. Joacim, z.e., Jehoiachin. — Highteen 
years old. The ¢ezt. rec., with IL, has éxré. In 2! 
Chron. xxxvi 8, it is also said that Jehoiachin was 
eight years old at this time. But it is plainly an or- 
thographical error, The age is given as eighteen: 
at 2 Kings xxiv. 8; and his character as described: 
at Ezek. xix. 5-9 clearly shows that he was some- 
thing more than a mere boy. 

Ver. 44. Three months and ten days. It 
will be noticed that our book follows the more: 
definite account of 2 Chron. xxxvi. 9, instead of 
that in 2 Kings xxiv. 8, which gives the round 
number as three months. 

Ver. 45. After a year. The Hebrew is: 
at the return (or turn) of the year; i.e., in the 
spring, when military campaigns were usually en- 
tered upon. Michaelis translates: at the end of 
the year, but says that he does not see clearly 
what is meant. He thinks, however, it means, 
after the summer heats were over. 

Ver. 46. Sedecias (Zedekiah). In the pas- 
sage in 2 Chron. xxxvi. 11 we read: Zedekiah, 
his brother; i.e., brother of Jehoiachin. He was 
really his uncle. Michaelis thinks a word is 
missing from the Hebrew, and that the passage 
originally read father’s brother. But such a man- 
ner of speaking is not strange to the Bible. See 
Gen. xiv. 14. Indeed, the word “ brother” is 
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applied to any kinsman, —even to a husband, to 
one of the same tribe, to an ally, and to a fellow- 
man. The-occasion for the title here may have 
been that he was of the same age as Jehoiachin. 


Ver. 47. By the prophet Jeremias. See 
Jer. i. 8. 
Ver. 48. On the interchange of 57d and amd, 


see Winer, p. 370, note; Buttmann, p. 325. On 
the rebellion of Zedekiah, cf. Ewald, Hist. of Is., 
iv. 264 ff. — Our translator renders by T@ évdpuart 
kuplov, instead of with the LXX. at 2 Chron. xxxvi. 
13, kara rod Oeov. Cf. Ezek. xvii. 12, 13, 18-20; 
5:03 PH 

Ver. 49. 
Bndrav eis. 

Ver. 50. His messenger. Perhaps carelessly 
used for the plural, since the prophets are doubt- 
less intended ; or, the singular is to be understood 
collectively. Pellican thinks Jeremiah is espe- 
cially meant. Cf. Dihne, ii. 122, who is of the 
opinion that the text is corrupt. 

Ver. 51. ’Exmal(ovres rovs mpopjras. This 
verb usually governs the dative, which probably 
accounts for the reading rots mpopfras found in 
some MSS. Cf. Gal. vi. 7. 

Ver. 53. Ev fougpala, with the sword. This 
preposition is often used in the LXX. and New 
Testament with the dative as denoting instru- 
ment or means, where in ordinary Greek writers 
the dative alone would be employed, through the 


influence of the Hebrew 2. See Winer, p. 388; 


Buttmann, p.181. The reading wapédwxav, which 
we find in our text, notwithstanding Fritzsche’s 
defense of it, there seems sufficient reason for 
changing. See ver. 56. 

Ver. 54. Tas xiBwrods, the treasure chests, 
and hence, inferentially, the treasures. The 


TIoAAG AoeBnoay. Cf. ver. 24: joe- 
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Syriac and Old Latin (followed by the A. V.) 
versions understood the word to mean “ark of the 
covenant;” while the MSS. III. XI. 52. 58. 64. 
and others, with Ald., have changed the text itself ~ 
to harmonize with this erroneous view. 

Ver. 55. Kal éavcay 7a Telxn, and demolished 
the walls. For this force of the verb, see Hom., 
Ii., ii, 118; John ii. 19; Eph. i. 14; and ef. 
Lange’s Com., on Matt., p. 110; Rev., p. 92. 

Vers. 57, 58. By the mouth of Jeremias. 
This prophet predicted seventy years of desola- 
tion. See Jer. xxv. 11; xxix. 10. According to 
the usual reckoning they were sixty-eight ; which 
is sufficiently exact, if we regard seventy as a 
round number. The idea which is here incorpo- 
rated with the prophecy — an indirect and distant, 
with a definite and near, prediction — comes 
from Ley. xxvi. 34. The meaning is that, inas- 
much as the Hebrews, through the non-observance 
of the Sabbaths and sabbatic years, had deprived 
the land of the rest intended for it by its Creator, 
this should now, by the banishment of its people, 
be secured to it. We are not to demand (with 
Bertheau, Michaelis, and others) an exact chrono- 
logical coincidence. See Keil’s Com. at 2 Chron. 
xxxvi. 21. It is the theological, not the chrono- 
logical, idea that predominates. That, however, 
the law of the sabbatical year had been violated, 
since the days of Moses, not far from seventy 
times, is quite likely. The edition of 1611 has in 
the margin: “or, keep sabbath.” It is with refer- 
ence to the Hebrew and Greek at 2 Chron. xxxvi. 
21, the latter being: rhy yy ra ocdBBara adris 
caBBatioa. The Old Lat. (by MS. Colbert.) has: - 
“donee separaret bene terra in sabbatis suis, omni 
tempore desolationis sue quo sabbatizavit, ad im- 
pletionem lxx. annorum.” 


CuHarprTer II. 


1 __Iy the first year of Cyrus king of the Persians, that the word of the Lord might 
2 be accomplished, that he had promised by the mouth of Jeremias,! the Lord awak- 
ened * the spirit of Cyrus the king of the Persians, and he made proclamation in ® 


oo 


oF 


all his kingdom, and at the same time * by writing, saying, Thus saith Cyrus king 
of the Persians, The Lord of Israel, the most high Lord, hath declared ® 
of the whole world, and commanded me to build him a house at Jerusalem in 
Judea.® If therefore there be any of you that are of his people, let his Lord” be 


me king 


with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem that is in Judea, and build the house 


6 of the Lord of Israel, for he is the Lord that dwelleth in Jerusalem. 


As many 


now, as dwell scattered in single places, each one of these let the people of his place 


7 help * with gold and with silver, with gifts, with horses, 


and with cattle, together 


with the rest of the things ° which have been set forth by vow, for the temple of 


the Lord at Jerusalem. ’ 


8 

Ver. 1.—1A.'V.: Jeremie. 

Ver. 2. —2A. Ve: raised up. 

Ver. 8. —5 A. V.: made (Gr., avédevée). 
Ver. 4.—8A.1V:: Jewry. 
Ver.5.—7A.N-: 


(Basle) and 1597 (Frankfort)), 
Ver. 6.—® A. V.: Whosoever then dwell in the 


8 through (Cod. IL. omits év before An 7H B.)- 


And the chief of the respective families of the tribe of Judah and of Benjamin 


¢ also (Gr., &ua). 


the Lord, even his L. (a second xiptos is added by III. XI. 52. 248. Ald. and the Greek Bibles of 1545 


places about, let them help him (those, I say, that are his neighbors), 


See Com. dead. IIT. XI. 44, 248. and others, with Ald., omit the article before rémovus. 
Ver. 7, —94. ‘Ve; and other things (Gr., cv rots éAAoUs Tots, etc.). 
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: Sala Nps re aati also, and the Levites, and all they whose mind the Lord 
pa sree ° oO go up, and to build a house for the Lord at Jerusalem ; and 
hey that-dwe t round about them, helped with® all things, with silver and gold, 
with horses and cattle, and with very many consecrated gifts * of a great number 

10 whose minds were awakened.> King Cyrus also brought forth the holy vessels of the 
Lord, which ° Nabuchodonosor had carried away from Jerusalem, and had deposited 

11 in the temple of his idol.7 Now when Cyrus king of the Persians had brought 

12 forth these things,® he delivered them to Mithridates his treasurer ; and by him 

13 they were delivered to Sanabassar the governor of Juda. And this was the num- 
ber of them : A thousand golden cups, and a thousand of silver, censers of silver 
twenty nine, vials of gold thirty, and of silver two thousand four hundred and ten, 

14 and a thousand other vessels. And all® the vessels of gold and of silver, which 

15 were carried away, were five thousand four hundred threescore and nine. And 
they * were brought back by Sanabassar, together with them of the captivity, from 
Babylon to Jerusalem. 

16 But in the time of Artaxerxes king of the Persians, Belemus, and Mithridates, 
and Tabellius, and Rathumus, and Beeltethmus, and Semellius the secretary, with 
the rest who were associated" with them, dwelling in Samaria and the other ® 
places, wrote unto him against them that dwelt in Judea ™ and Jerusalem the fol- 

17 lowing letters :* To king Artaxerxes our lord, Thy servants, Rathumus the chroni- 
cler,” and Semellius the scribe, and the rest of their council, and the judges" 

18 that are in Celesyria and Phenice.” Be it now known to the lord the king, that 
the Jews that came up from you to us, have come to Jerusalem and build the re- 
bellious and wicked city, repair the marketplaces, and*® the walls of it, and lay ¥ 

19 the foundation of the temple. Now if this city be built and the walls completed ” 

20 they will not only refuse to give tribute, but also rebel against kings. And since 
the building of the temple is now going on,” we think it meet not to neglect such 

21 a matter, but to speak unto our lord the king, to the intent that, if it be thy pleas- 

22 ure, it may be sought out in the books of thy fathers. And thou wilt ” find in the 
chronicles what is written concerning these things, and wilt * understand that that 

23 city was rebellious, troubling both kings and cities ; and that the Jews were rebel- 
lious, and caused always sieges therein, for which very cause ™ this city was made 

24 desolate. Wherefore now we do declare unto thee, O lord the king, that if this 
city be built agazn, and the walls thereof set up anew, thou wilt” from henceforth 
have no passage into Ceelesyria and Pheenice. 

25 Then the king wrote back to Rathumus the chronicler,” to Beeltethmus, to 
Semellius the scribe, and to the rest that were associated, and dwelt * in Samaria 

26 and Syria and Pheenice, after this manner: I have read the epistle which ye have 


Ver. 8.—1A.¥V.: Then the chief of the families of Judea and of the tribe of Benjamin stood up (see Com.) 
2 moved (7yetpe, a8 at ver. 2). 

Ver. 9.—3A.Y.: and helped themin. 4 free gifts (Gr., evxais), 5 were stirred up thereto. Fritzsche has inserted 
xai before xnjiveot, With III. XI. 58. and others. ; 

Ver. 10.—¢ A. V.: vessels, which. 7 set up in his temple of idols (MS. Colbert., in templo idolorwm). 

Ver. 11.—8 A. V.: them forth. The support of II., cited by Fritzsche for Mc@pidar7, is correct as far as the spelling 
Mifprd. but a rho has been inserted, doubtless by mistake, thus: MudpiSpdty. At ver. 16, however, there was first 
written Mc@paddarms, and as a correction some one has written an iota over the alpha. 

Ver. 14.—9A. V.: So all. 10 Ver. 15.—1A. V.: These (6¢ overlooked), 

Ver. 16.— A. Y.: others that were in commission (@r., oi Aourot of — cuvracodmevor). 1 and other. 18 Judea. 
14 these letters following. For the common reading (karéypawav) II. ITT. 44. 55. have the singular, which Fritzsche also 


adopts. 

Ver. 17.—1 A. V.: story-writer. 
apparatus (following Holmes and Parsons), but only the kai; as also in 19. and the Old Lat. 
nice. I shall hereafter change the spelling, as above, without further remark. 

Ver. 18. —18 A. V.: are come— being come into J. (that rebellious and wicked city) do build the marketplaces, and 
repair. 19 do lay. \ i 

Ver. 19. —20 A. V.: Now if this city and the walls thereof be made up again (Gr., cvvtedec Op). 

Ver. 20. —21 A. V.: forasmuch as the things pertaining to the temple are now in hand. It is literal, but not clear. 


Ver. 22.— 22 A. V.: shalt. 23 shalt. : g 
Ver. 23. — A. V.: and raised always wars (Gr. oAvopklas suviaTdpevor, etc. ; See Com.) therein ; for the which cause 


18 See Com. The words xat xpirai are not omitted in II., as stated in Fritzsche’s 
17 Coelosyria and Phe- 


even. 
Ver. 24.—25 A. V.: up anew thou shalt. : 
Ver. 25.—% A. V.: back again to. 27 storywriter. The Greek here is somewhat different from that at ver. 16, but 


the meaning is the same: ‘P. 7@ ypddovt: 74 mpoonimrovra (ver. 16:6 ta mpoominrovra).  % A. V.: that were ip 


commission, and dwellers. ts 


opposition to * kings 5 
and that mighty kings 


Then Rathu- 


80 THE APOCRYPHA. 
sent unto me. Therefore I commanded to make diligent search, and it hath 
been found that that city was from ancient times acting in 
27 and that? the men therein were given to rebellion and war ; ‘ j 
and fierce were in Jerusalem, who reigned and exacted tributes in Coelesyria and 
28 Phanice. Now therefore I have commanded to hinder those men from building 
the city, and that care be taken that nothing take place contrary to this command, 
29, 30 and that the evil’ proceed no further to the annoyance of kings. 


mus and Semellius the scribe, and those who were associated with them having 
read the letters of Artaxerxes,® removing in haste towards Jerusalem with a troop 
- of horse and foot ® in battle array, began to hinder the builders ; and the building 
of the temple in Jerusalem ceased until the second year of the reign of Darius 


king of the Persians. 


Ver, 26.—1A, V.: from the beginning practicing against (see Com.). 


Ver. 27.—" A. V. omits that. 


Vor, 28,—5A. V.: heed be taken that there be no more done in it (Gr., Kal mpovonOyvar orus pndev rapa TavTa 


yevyrar). 
Vor. 60. —5A. V.: 
commission with them. 


Ver. 29. —4 A. V.: that those wicked workers. 


Then king A., his letters being read, Rathumus, and Semellius the scribe, and the rest that were in 
“horsemen and a multitude of people (marg. : 


a great number of soldiers). The Greek is 


bxAov, and as joined with trmov there can be no doubt of its meaning. Of. Xen., Cyrop., v. 5. 4. 


Cuarter II. 


Ver. 1. First year of Cyrus. His first year at 
Babylon is meant. — By the mouth of Jeremias. 
Cf. Jer. xxv. 11, 12; xxix. 10. It will be noticed 
that this verse and the two next following are to 
be found both at the end of 2 Chron. and at the 
beginning of Ezra, a fact which favors the theory 
that the two books were originally united in one. 

Ver. 3. The Lord of Israel, the most high 
Lord. It is possible that in the Hebrew transcript 
of the Persian original of this document (Kz. i. 2), 
the name of Jehovah was substituted for that of 
Ormazd. See Rawlinson, Ancient Mon., iii. 348, 
where the language of this passage is compared 
with the oft-recurring formula of the Persian in- 
scriptions. Our translator, however, follows nei- 
ther the LXX. nor the Hebrew, at this point. Cf., 
also, vi. 31; viii. 19, 21, where he introduces the 
same change in the divine name. Dihne finds in 
this fact evidence that he was influenced by the 
Alexandrian philosophy. ‘Sehr angemessen be- 
dient sich unser Verfasser dieses Ansdrucks, ihn 
vorziiglich hervorhebend, nur dann, wenn Aus- 
lander von dem Gotte der Israeliten mit Verehrung 
redend eingefiihrt werden.” ii. p. 121. Cf., how- 
ever, Fritzsche, Com., “ Nachtriige.” 

Ver. 6. Hach one of these, let the people of 
his place. The Hebrews are particularly meant, 
but possibly also, others, since they might be ex- 
pected to sympathize, to some degree, in this noble 
enterprise of Cyrus. See Ewald, Geschichte d. 
Volk. Is., iv. 103. 

Ver. 7. Set forth by vow. This translation 
seems intended to be explanatory. The original 
has only, with free-will offerings. The perfect par- 
ticiple is used to show that these things had been 
previously devoted to such a purpose. 

Ver. 8.. Karaorhoayres (III. XI. 64.: xararrdy- 
res). J ritzsche would give to the word the sense 
of decided, determined on. Only a part of the 
Jewish people embraced the opportunity offered 
by Cyrus. Josephus (Antig., xi. 1) says it was be- 
cause they were unwilling to relinquish the prop- 
erty which they had acquired in their banish- 
ment. Most of those who returned belonged to 
poets of Judah and Benjamin. See 1 Chron. 
1X.8; 

Ver. 9. ‘Os wAeloras. On the force of és with 
the superlative, see Crosby’s Greek Gram., p. 339, 








(Cf. Ez. i. 1-15; iv. 7-24.) 


and Kriiger, xlix. 10. — edxais, rendered free gifts 
in the A. V.; better, consecrated gifts, offerings. 
See Hom., Od., x. 526; Acts xviii. 18; and cf. 
Trench, NV. 7. Syn., Pt. 2, p. 1. 

Ver. 10. "Ev 7G cidwAely adrov. See 1 Mace. i. 
47 (eiSwAeia, rendered in the A. V. “chapels of 
idols”), and 1 Cor. viii. 10, where we have éy . 
cidwrelw KaTareluevoy, ‘sit at meat in the idol’s 
temple.” 

er. 11. Mithridates, 7. ¢., given by Mithra. 
The Speaker’s Com. (Ez. i. 8), finds in this name 
an indication that the worship of the sun by the 
Persians dates back at least to the time of Cyrus. 
Cf. also Gesenius, Heb. Lex., ad voc 

Ver. 12, Sanabassar. Doubtless this is a cor- 
rupted form of the Persian name of Zerubbabel. 
See Ez. i. 8; v. 16; Zech. iv. 9. Such a change 
of names was common, as is seen in the case of 
Daniel and his companions. The MSS. give dif- 
ferent forms of the word, an interchange of letters 
being a common fault of transcribers. See Fran- © 
kel, Vorstud., p. 97. 

Ver. 13, A thousand golden cups. The word 
used to translate the Hebrew for cups is orovdeta, 
i, ée., cups for drink offerings. The LXX. has 
Wuxripes, “ wine coolers.” In Ez. i. 9 the trans- 
lation is “chargers.” The Hebrew word occurs 
nowhere else. Ewald (Geschichte d. Volk. Is., iv. 
102) would render it by kdpraddos. This was a 
kind of basket, pointed at the bottom, and covered 
with network to let the smoke through. — Cen- 
sers, Ovicxa. At Ezra i. 9, the same Hebrew 
word is translated in the A. V., “ knives.” <Ac- 
cording to Gesenius, it means a slaughter knife, 
and was used for killing victims for sacrifice. The 
idea of gliding, passing through like a knife, char- 
acterizes the root.— Vials. At Ez. i. 10, the ren- 
dering is “ basins.” Cf. 1 Chron. xxviii. 17. 
Probably a larger kind of cup or bowl is in- 
tended. 

Ver. 14. On the discrepancy between the num- 
ber as here given and that given in the canonical 
Ezra, see remarks in our Introduction to the pres- 
ent book. 

Ver. 16. Ev 88 rots ém) ’Apragéptov. On the 
force of érf, in such a construction, see Winer, p- 
392. — Fritzsche, with others, referring to Jo- 
sephus (Antig., xi. 2,§ 1), supposes that Cambyses 
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must be indicated under this title, although ordi- 
narily pseudo-Smerdis is so called in the Book of 
Ezra. We must think, however, that Josephus is 
mistaken. In the preceding verse in Ezra (iv. 6), 
Ahasuerus, who is doubtless Cambyses, is men- 
tioned, while the second. king named after him 
(iv. 24) is Darius Hystaspis. Hence, the interven- 
ing one of the present verse, with a different title, 
should be, properly, pseudo-Smerdis. The Per- 
sian kings often had several names. It is a strong 
incidental support of this view that this pseudo- 
Smerdis, alone of the kings here concerned, was 
an opponent of the pure Persian religion, and it 
would not therefore be strange to find him ready 
te put a stop to a work of this kind at Jerusalem. 
— Belemus (Ez. iv.7, Bishlam). In the LXX. 
Arabic and Syriac versions this was not regarded 
as a proper name, but translated in peace. Rath- 
umus, the Rehum of the Hebrew. — Beeltethmus. 
This word was misunderstood by the translator, 
and is rightly given at Ez. iv. 9, as the title of 
Rehum. This fact is noticed in the margin of 
the version of 1611. It means, literally, “lord of 
judgment,” or “chancellor.” The LXX. version 
makes the same blunder. Cf., also, vers. 17, 25 
of this chapter, where our author, curiously enough, 
escapes from his difficulty only to fall into it again. 
Josephus (Antig., x. 2), who generally follows the 
apocryphal book, does not do so in this case. — 
Semellius (Shimshai, Ez. iv. 8). He was the sec- 
retary of Rehum, the governor. By comparing 
our book at this point with the parallel account in 
Ezra, one of its most marked characteristics will 
be plainly observed, namely, its avoidance of cir- 
cumlocutions and difficult combinations for the 
sake of greater simplicity and clearness. This 
might certainly be regarded as a good trait in an 
author, yet scarcely to be commended in a trans- 
lator. But, obviously, the making of a transla- 
tion, good or bad, was not the principal thing 
aimed at in our book. 

Ver.17. The translation “judges” is falsely 


given here to a Hebrew word which means Dina- 
wes. They were colonists from Dayan, a country 
on the borders of Cilicia and Cappadocia, often 
mentioned in the Assyrian inscriptions. See Ez. 
VARS 

Ver. 18. From you to us. To be taken ina 
oe sense. A proper pointing of the 

reek requires that the words, that rebellious ana 
wicked city, should be made the object of oiko- 
douotior. — Marketplaces. These were public 
places where things were exposed for sale, corre- 
sponding to the modern bazaar. See Winer, Real- 
worterb., under “ Stadte.” 

Ver. 20. Misled by a Chaldaic word, which 
might mean either palace or temple, the translator 
at this point has wandered far from his text, in 
order to make his version consistent with itself. 

Ver.21. Booksof thy fathers. The Persians 
were accustomed to keep such records. See 
Diod. Sic., ii. 32; and Rawlinson, Ancient Mon., ii. 
264 f. The word “fathers”? must be used in a 
figurative sense, meaning “ predecessors,” espe 
cially if addressed to pseudo-Smerdis. 

Ver. 23. Caused always sieges (zoAvopklas). 
Their conduct, they would say, .had been such 
that sieges from foreign powers had been contin- 
ually necessary. See ver. 27, and cf. 2 Kings 
xxiv. 1. 

Ver. 26. Acting in opposition to. This verb 
— 4aytimapardocw — means to put one’s self ina 
hostile attitude. It is meant that they had acted 
in a hostile spirit against kings. See 2 Macc. xiv. 
29. 

Ver. 30. Removing, ava(eviarres, i. e., having 
yoked up again. The word is often used of armies. 
Herod., ix. 41, 58. Cf. viii. 61 of the present 
book, and 1 Mace. xi. 22. — Maparatis means some- 
times the line of battle, and sometimes is used in 
the more general sense of battle. The latter 
meaning seems preferable here. Cf. i. 30; Judith 
y. 23; vil. 11; Thucyd., v. 11. a 





Cuapter III. 


I 
2 
3 
4 
5 other, 
6 great gifts, and great tokens 
in gold, and to sleep upon 
7 


Ver. 1.—1A. V.: Now when Darius reigned, he (xai Bagidcvaas A., 64. 243. 248. Ald.). 
5 of an (Gr., ev rots). 


Ver. 2.—3A. V.: captains. 4 lieutenants. 


sentiment!” shall seem wiser than the others, 
11 of victory: as, to be clothed in purple, and » to drink 
gold, and a chariot with gold-studded bridles,” and a 
tiara of byssus,“ and a chain about his neck ; and he shall sit next to Darius because 


Anp king Darius! made a great feast unto all his subjects, even* unto all his 
household, and unto all the princes of Media and Persia, and to all the governors 
and generals * and toparchs* that were under him, from India unto Ethiopia, in the® 
hundred twenty and seven provinces. And they ate, and drank, and being satisfied, 
went home. But® Darius the king went into his bedchamber, and slept, and awoke. 
Then the three® young men that were the king’s body guard® spake one to an- 
Let each one of us mention one thing that is mightiest and unto him whose 


unto him shall the king Darius give 


2 and (xat epexeget.). 


Ver. 3.—®A. V.: And when they had eaten («ai ore édayov, XI. 52. 58. with others, and Ald.) and drunken, and 


being satisfied were gone home, then (ré7e, XI. 52. 58. 248. Ald.). 


after xovrava, but it has not the support of II. III. 44. 58. 
Ver. 4.8 A. V.: Then three. 


Ver. 5. —10 A. V.: every one of us speak a sentence (Gr., 


and whose sentence. ii things in token. 
Ver. 6.— 2 A. V. omits and. 13 bridles of gold. 
transfer the word, as it refers to a certain kind of linen. 
. 6 


14 headtire of fine linen (Gr., Bugcivyy). 


7 soon after awaked. The tezt. rec. has éovrov 


9 of the guard that kept the king’s body. 


Aéyov, but here used indefinitely): he that shall overcome, 


I thought it better to 
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8 of his wisdom, and shall be called Darius’s kinsman.’ And then each one wrote 
9 his sentiment,? sealed ct, and laid ¢t under king Darius’s 8 pillow; and said, 
When the king is risen, one shall® give him what is written ; ° and of ides 
the king and the three princes of Persia shall judge that his sentiment 1s the 
wisest, to him shall the victory be given, as agreed.” The first wrote, Wine is 
the strongest. The second wrote, The king is strongest. The third wrote, 
Women are strongest; but above all things truth beareth away the victory. 
And” when the king was risen up, they took what was written,” and delivered 
it unto him, and he read it.!2. And sending forth he called all the princes of Persia 
and Media, and the governors, :and the generals,” and the toparchs,"* and the 
chief officers, and seated himself in the council chamber; and what was written 
was ™ read before them. And he said, Call the young men, and they themselves 
shall make known their sentiments. And? they were called, and came in. And 
they ” said unto them, Tell us concerning what is written. And the first began,”® 
who had spoken of the strength of wine; and he spoke 1 thus: O ye men, chow ex- 
ceeding strong is wine! It causeth all men to err that have drunk™ it. It maketh 
the mind of the king and of the fatherless child one mind ; 21 both that of the bond- 
man and of the freeman, of the poor and of the rich. It turneth also every mind 
towards  jollity and mirth, and one * remembereth neither sorrow nor debt. And 
it maketh every heart rich, and one * remembereth neither king nor governor ; and 
it maketh a man speak all things by talents. And when they are in their cups, 
they forget to be friendly to friends*° and brethren, and a little after draw their 
swords. And when they have risen from the wine, they remember not what they 
have done. O ye men, is not wine the strongest, seeing that it* enforceth to do 
thus? And when he had so spoken, he held his peace. 


10 
11 
12 
13 

14 


15 
16 
17 


18 
19 


20 
21 


22 
23 
24 


Ver. 7.—1 A. V.: Darius his cousin. See Com. 

Ver. 8. —2 A. V.: every one wrote his sentence. 3 Darius his. 4 said that. 

Ver. 9,—5 A. V.: is risen, some will. 6 the writings. 7 whose side. 
od before 6 Adyos is omitted by the Codd. XI. 44. and many others, with Ald. 
viknuc. Of, ver. 5, émuwixca. 

Ver. 18. —10 A. V.: Now. U their writings. 12 them unto him, and so he read them. 

Ver. 14. —18 A. V.: captains. 14 lieutenants. The article of the text. rec, before catpdmas is omitted in II. III. 
XI. 55. The two following words, cai orparnyovs, are not found in II. 

Ver. 15.— A. V.: sat him down in the royal seat of judgment (marg. : 
108.) were. 

Ver. 16.—16 A. V.. they shall declare their own sentences. So. Cod. III. and some others have éavr@y for avrav after 
Adyous. 

Ver. 17.—17 A.‘V.: he (so 119, 248. 245. 248. Ald.). 
began the first. 19 said. 

Ver. 18.—% A. Y.: drink (xivoyras, instead of wiovras, is supported by III. XI. 64. 248. and others, with Ald.). 

Ver. 19.— 21 A. V.: to be all one (Gr., Thy didvorav iar). 22 poor man. 

Ver. 20. —*8 A, V.: thought into. 24 s0 that a man. 

Ver. 21.—% A. V.: so that aman. Here and in the following verse we find in I. for wéuvnvrar the singular of the 
same. 

Ver. 22. — 26 A. Y.: their love both to friends. 

Ver. 23. —?7 A. V.: but when they are. The reading yevnPow was adopted, but cannot be admitted, although sup- 
ported by some good authorities: III. XI. 44, 64. 71. 248. and others, with Ald. 

Ver. 24.— 8 A. V.: that (Gr., 67s). 


8 sentence. 8 was appointed. The 
For vikos XI. 58. 64. 248. Ald. have 


council) ; and the writings (ra ypdupara, 


18 Declare unto us your mind concerning the writings. Then 


Cuapter III. (Cf. Josephus, Antig., xi. 3 ff.) ' 

Ver. 1. And he made a great feast. We 
have the Greek exactly reproduced in Luke v. 29: 
erolnoe doxhv meyaAnv.— Tots oikoyevéow, house 
servants. Lit., those born in the house. The 
second xafshould be taken epexegetically : and in- 


“But, after that he [Darius] had rested a little 
part of the night, he awoke, and, not being able 
to sleep any more, he fell into conversation with 
the three guards of his body, and promised that 


deed, namely, even. 

Ver. 2. From India unto Ethiopia. Cf. 
Hsth. i. 1; viii. 9; Dan. vi. 1. 

Ver. 8, And awoke. Sehleusner (Zez., ad 
voc.) and some others would translate the words 
kal @€umvos éyévero, and slept profoundly (in pro- 
fundum somnum incidit). But, while this meaning 
might suit the context, it is not the natural and 
usual meaning of the words. Josephus gives to 
the narrative quite a different coloring. He says: 





to him who should make an oration concerning 
points that he [the king] would inquire about, 
suchas should be most agreeable to truth and the 
dictates of wisdom, he would allow him as a re- 
ward of his victory to put on a purple garment,” 
ete. Josephus, moreover, gives the following 
reason for the king’s subsequent conduct, that, 
while he was yet a subject, he made a vow that if 
he came to the throne he would send all the ves- 
sels of God that were in Babylon back to Jeru- 
salem. It is related of Ptolemy III. Euergetes 
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of Egypt that he instituted such contests as the 
one here described, among the writers of his day. 
See Bohl, p. 32. 

Ver. 5. Sopdrepoy rov Erépov. Lit., wiser than 
the other. The comparative is used for the super- 
lative. See Winer, p. 240; Buttmann, p. 83. 

Ver. 7. Darius’s kinsman, It is simply an 
honorary title. See 1 Macc. x. 89; xi. 31; 2 Mace. 
xi. 1,35; 8 Mace. v. 39. 

Ver. 9, Three princes of Persia. Sce Esth. 
i. 14 in the Septuagint version ; also, viii. 11, be- 
low. There were seven leading princely families 
in Persia ; the heads of which, as it is supposed, 
formed the council of the king. See Rawlinson, 
Ancient Mon., iii, 223. Either our translator knew 
of only three such princes, or this number may 
have been selected in the present case with refer- 
ence to the number of contestants. 

Ver. 10. ‘O eis. Lit., the one. See, on this 
construction, Winer, p. 116; Buttmann, pp. 30, 
102; and cf. Matt. vi: 24; xxiv. 40 f. 

Ver. 14. Chief officers, irdtrovs. The term 
was used by Latin writers (Polyb.) to designate 
consuls and prefects. Graetz (iii. p. 445, note) 
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thinks that it furnishes a key to the time of the 
composition of the book. 

Ver. 17. The reading is fray, the plural, and 
not the singular as rendered in the A, V., the 
spectators being meant. See Text. Notes. 

Ver. 18. Thy didvoray. We connect with what 
precedes, agreeable to the pointing of Fritzsche’s 
text: i seduces (deceives) the mind of every man 
who drinks it. 

Ver. 19. Fatherless child. Lit., orphan. It 
is used figuratively for what is weak, in contra- 
distinction to the king. 

Ver. 20. Cf., on the sentiment of the verse, 
Ps. civ. 15; Eccles. x. 19; Wisd. ii. 9; “Ecclus. 
xiii. 8. 

Ver. 21. And it maketh a man speak all 
things by talents, kal mavra dia Taddvrwy mole? 
AaAciy, t.e., causes that a person speak as though 
he had to do only with talents. Wahl remarks: 
“ Efficit vinum, ut cujuscunque conditionis homo 
loquatur per talenta ; 7, e., talentorum possessorem 
sese jactans = wie ein Millionir.” (Clavis, p. 116.) 

Ver. 23. Risen from the [sleep produced by] 
wine. See Text. Notes. 








Cuaprer IV. 


And’ the second, that had spoken of the strength of the king, began to speak.? 
O ye men, do not men excel in strength, that bear rule over sea and land, and all 
things in them? But® the king is more mighty, and is their lord,* and hath domin- 
ion over them; and whatsoever he commandeth them they obey.’ If he bid them 
make war the one against the other, they do ct; and® if he send them out against 
the enemies, they go, and demolish’ mountains, and * walls, and towers. ‘They 
slay and are slain, and transgress not the king’s commandment ; if moreover, they 
get the victory they bring all to the king; and if they plunder also, all the rest.® 
And as many as are not soldiers,” and have not to do with wars, but practice ™ hus- 
bandry, when they have reaped again that which they had sown, they bring 7 to 
the king, and compel one another to pay tribute unto the king. And” he is only 
one; if he command to kill, they kill; if he command to spare, they spare; if he 
command to smite, they smite; 7f he command to make desolate, they make deso- 
late; if he command to build, they build; ¢f he command to cut down, they cut 
down ; if he command to plant, they plant. And the whole of his people “ and his 
armies obey him. Furthermore he reclineth,” he eateth and drinketh, and taketh 
his rest, and these keep watch round about him, neither may any one depart, and 
do his own business, neither disobey they him.* O ye men, how should not the 
king be mightiest, seeing that he is so” obeyed? And he was silent.* 

And” the third, who had spoken of women and the truth (that is Zoroba- 
bel”) began to speak. O ye men, Is not the king great, and men many, and 
wine mighty? Who is it, then, that ruleth them, or hath the lordship over 


Ver. 1.—1A. V.: Then. 
Ver. 3.—3 A, V.: But yet. 
for avTev). 5 do (see Com.). 

Ver. 4.—§ A. V. omits and (6¢). 7 break down (see Com.). 8 omits and. ‘ a 

Ver. 5.—°A. Y.: if they get the victory, they bring all to the king, as well the spoils as all things else. The last 
clause (kal ra GAA. ravra) might be rendered: ‘and with respect to the rest they bring all.» For xat éay in the last 
clause but one, III. XT. 52. 64. and others, with Ald., offer cai ooa édv. ; 

Ver. 6. —1° A. V.: Likewise for those that are no soldiers (kai dco. ov otparevovrat). ‘ 

Ver. 7.—A. V.: And yet. 13 but one man. The Greek is, cal avros els p.dvos éoriv. : : 

Ver. 10.—14 A. Y.: So all his people (Gr., kai wa¢"6 Aads avrov). 1 lieth down. Reclining at table is clearly meant 
Ver. 11.—15 A. Y. adds in any thing. 

Ver. 12. —17 A. V.: when (Gr., 67c) in such sort he is. 48 held his tongue (Gr., éo/yycev). 

Ver. 13.—19 A. V.: Then. 0 women and of the truth (this was Z.). ; ee 

Ver. 14. —21 A. V.: it is not the great king, nor the multitude of men, neither is it wine that excelleth. The i 
is, dvdpes (III. 64, 248. Ald. prefix &), ov péeyas 0 Bactrevs, etc., with an interrogation at the end of the list. Junius has, 
fs 0 yiri, non Rex maximus, non hominum multitudo, non vinum est fortissimum,”? 


Or H> Cobo 


6 
fe 
8 
9 
0 
1 


1 
1 
12 


13 
14 


2 say. ; 
4 for he is lord of all these things (II. XI. 52. 64. and others, with Ald., read ravrwv 


11 use. 


(avaxectac). . 
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15 them? Is it not! women? Women gave birth to* the king and all the people 
16 that bear rule by sea and land. Even of them were they born;® and they 
brought up the very planters of* the vineyards, from whence the wine cometh. 
17 These also make the garments of the> men; and these bring glory unto the 
18 men;° and without women men cannot exist.” If moreover, they * have gathered 
together gold and silver, and any*® goodly thing, and they see one woman comely 
19 in form and feature, letting all those things go, they have a great desire for 
her, and with open mouth they gaze at her; and all men prefer her rather than 
20 silver or gold, or any goodly thing." A man leaveth his own father that brought 
21 him up, and his own country, and cleaveth unto his wife. And he remains by his 
22 wife until death,” and remembereth neither father, nor mother, nor country. By 
this also you should ® know that women have dominion over you: do ye not labor 
23 and toil, and give and bring all to women?“ And™” a man taketh his sword, 
24 and goeth forth ona raid, to rob and to steal, to sail upon the sea and upon 
rivers; andlooketh upon the” lion, and goeth in the darkness; and when he hath 
25 stolen, and spoiled, and robbed, he bringeth it to his love. And*™ a man loveth 
26 his wife better than father or mother. And” many there be that have lost * 
27 their wits for women, and become servants for their sakes. Many also have per- 
28 ished, and” have erred, and sinned, for women. And now do ye not believe me? 
29 Js not the king great in his power? Do not all lands™ fear to touch him? I 
saw him ™ and Apame, the king’s concubine, the daughter of the admirable Bar- 
30 tacus, sitting at the right hand of the king, and taking the crown from the king’s 
31 head, and setting ¢¢ upon her own head; she also struck™ the king with her left 
hand. And furthermore,” the king gazed ** upon her with open mouth; if she 
smiled upon him, he laughed; and if she took any displeasure at him, he flat- 
32 tered her, that she might” be reconciled to him again. O ye men, how can it be 
but that women are * strong, seeing they do thus? 
33 And then” the king and the princes looked one upon another; and® he began 
34 to speak of the truth. O ye men, are not women strong? Great 7s the earth, 
and *! high zs the heaven, and ® swift 7s the sun in his course, for he turneth in the 
35 circle of the heaven and returneth * again to his own place in one day. Js he not 
great that doeth * these things? And* great 7s the truth, and stronger than all 
36 things. All the earth calleth the * truth, and the heaven blesseth it; and® all 
37 works shake and tremble at it, and with it is no unrighteous thing. Wine 7s un- 
righteous, the king 7s unrighteous, women are unrighteous, all the children of men 


Ver. 14. —1 are they not. Ver. 15.—? A. V.: have borne (see Com.). 

Ver. 16.—% A. V.: came they. ‘nourished them that planted. The context requires the idea of “ to bring up from 
a child,’ and it is found in the verb é&@peav. 

Ver. 17.—5 A. V.: garments for. 6 these bring (so Junius) . . . . unto men. 7 be. 

Ver. 18.—® A. V.: Yea, andifmen. %orany other. 1 do they not love a woman which is comely in favor and 
beauty ? (IIL. 58. 64. 119. 243, 248. Ald. read. odxi ayaraow for cat dwar). 

Ver. 19.—11 A. V.: And letting all those things go, do they not gape and even with open mouth fix their eyes fast 
upon her; and have not all men more desire unto her (71.,€v avr) than unto silver or gold, or any goodly thing what- 
soever. The reading kai at the beginning of the verse is found in II. XI. 248. 245, Ald., but not in the tezt. rec., and is 
obviously out of place. : 

Ver, 21.— A. V.: He sticks not to spend his life with his wife (see Com.). 

Ver. 22.— 18 A. V.; must. 14 the woman. 

Ver. 28.—15 A. V.: Yea. 16 and goeth his way. Cod. II. also, as well as the authorities cite i 
44. 64. 74. 106. 108. and others), omits the article before av@pwmos. For efodevew kai IIT. XI. 58. Wee . = ee 
Old Lat. (MS. Colbert.), obsidere in viam. ‘ 

Ver. 24.—17 A. V.: a. Ver. 25.—18 A. V.: Wherefore. 

Ver. 26.—19 A. V.: Yea. run out of (marg.: grown desperate). The Greek is, arevoyOnoav Tals iSiats Savotars 

Ver. 27. —*1 A. V. omits and. Ver. 28. — A. V.: regions (Gr., x@pat). : 

Ver. 29.—*8 A. V.: Yet did I see. For Bapraxov, Josephus (Antig., xi. 8, § 5) has ‘PaBegaxov, and the Syriac *Aptraxov 
(POTN), suggesting Artacheeus, a general of Xerxes. 

Ver. 30.—* A. V.: Strooke. 


Ver. si A. V.: yet for all this (marg.: hereat). The Greek is pds rovrous, as at ver. 10. 26 A. V.: gaped and 
gazed. if she laughed upon him, he laughed also ; but if she took any displeasure at him, the king was fain to flatter 


that she might be, etc. For mpocyeAdon, II. 55. have the less appropriate yeddon- 
Ver. 32. —%8 A. V.: but women should be. 


Ver. 88. — 9 A. V.: Then (71. omits xai). 80 So. 

Ver. 34. —81 A, V. omits and. 82 omits and. 
course. 

Ver. 35. 8A. V.: maketh (see Com.). 85 therefore. 

Ver. 36. 8° A. V.: upon (marg.: praiseth, see Com.) the. 87 omits and. 38 at it. 


83 for he compasseth the heavens round about, and fetcheth his 
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are unrighteous, and all their works are unrighteous,!— yea, all things that are such, 

38 and truth is not in them; and through their unrighteousness they perish.2. Yet the 

39 truth abideth, and is for ever strong ; and it liveth and ruleth# for evermore. And4 

with her there 1s no accepting of persons and no making of distinctions ;° but she 

doeth the things that are just, and refraineth from all unjust and wicked things ; 

40 and all men take pleasure in® her works, and there is nothing unrighteous in her 

judgment.’ And she is the strength, and the® kingdom, and the ® power, and 
the ** majesty, of all ages. Blessed be the God of the ™ truth. 

41 And he ceased speaking.” And thereupon all the people shouted, and then said,¥ 

42 Great 7s the * truth, and mighty above all things. Then said the king unto him, 

Ask what thou wilt above what is in the writings,” and we will give 7t thee, accord- 

ing as** thou art found wisest; and thou shalt sit next me, and shalt be called 

43 my kinsman.” Then said he unto the king, Remember thy vow, to build Jerusa- 

44 lem which thou didst vow on * the day when thou camest to thy kingdom, and to 

send away all the vessels that were taken away out of Jerusalem, which Cyrus re- 

moved,” when he vowed to destroy Babylon, and vowed” to send them away 

45 thither. Thou also hast vowed to build wp the temple, which the Edomites™ burnt 

46 when Juda was made desolate by the Chaldees. And now, O lord the king, this is 

what I desire of thee and what I request of thee, and this is the great honor from 

thee: I pray, now, that thou make good the vow, which with thy mouth thou hast 

47 vowed to the King of heaven to perform.” Then Darius the king stood up, and 

kissed him, and wrote letters for him unto all the treasurers and toparchs ™ and gen- 

erals * and governors, that they should give escort to * him, and all those that went” 

48 up with him to build Jerusalem. He wrote letters also unto the toparchs ** that were 

in Celesyria and Pheenice, and unto them in Libanus, that they should bring cedar 

wood from Libanus unto Jerusalem, and that they should build the city with him. 

49 Moreover he wrote for all the Jews that went out of hzs realm up into Judea,” con- 

cerning their freedom, that no officer, no governor, no toparch, nor treasurer, should 

50 hostilely approach® their doors ; and that all the country which they came into pos- 

session of * should be to them without tribute; and that the Edomites should give 

51 over the villages of the Jews which™ they held; and®™ that there should be yearly 

52 given twenty talents toward® the building of the temple, until finished ; ** and other 

ten talents yearly, to maintain the burnt offerings upon the altar every day (as they 

53 hada commandment to offer seventeen) ; and that all they that went up” from Baby- 

lon to build the city should have liberty,** as well they as their posterity, and all the 

54 priests that went up.” And he wrote also concerning the expenses,” and the priests’ 





Ver. 37. —1 A. V. has “ wicked ” for ‘‘ unrighteous ”’ in all four instances (see Com.). 

Ver. 37. —2 A. V.: and such are all their wicked works; and there is no truth in them; in their unrighteousness 
also they shall perish. Fritzsche receives ravra after avr@v from IT. ITI. 55. Syr. 

Ver. 38. — 3A. Y.: As for the truth, it endureth, and is always strong; it liveth and conquereth, ete. The Codd. HI. 
44. 71. 74.106. 119. 120. 121. 134. 243. 245. withAld., have 7 déat the beginning for «ati 7, but it is probably a correction. 

Ver. 39. —4 A. V. omits And. 5 or rewards (see Com.). 6 do well like of. 


Ver. 40.—7 A. V.: Neither in her judgment is any unrighteousness. 8 omits and the. 9 omits and the. 
10 omits the. 11 omits the. 

Ver. 41.--12 A. V.: And with that he held his peace. 1 Andall.... thenshoutedandsaid. 1 omits the. 

Ver. 42.15 A. Y.: more than is appointed (Gr., rAciw tv yeypaumevov). 18 because (Gr., ov tpd7ov; see Com.). 
17 cousin. 

Ver. 43. —18 A. V.: which thou hast vowed to build J., in. 

Ver. 44.—19 A. V.: set apart (Gr., éfexupiore ; see Com.). 20 omits vowed. again. Fritzsche omits cai before 


éxméuar, with III. XI. 44. Ald. We have retained it with the other authorities. 

Ver. 45.— * The singular reading “Iovéator for Iéovwaior is found in II. Cf. Judith i. 12, where the same words are 
exchanged in this MS. 

Ver, 46. —%3 A. V.: is that which I require, and which I desire of thee, and this is the princely liberality proceeding 
from thyself: I desire therefore that thou make good the vow, the performance whereof with thine own mouth thou 
hast vowed to the King of heaven. For 6 ce aéi, at the beginning, II. has baa ag, but it is corrected to correspond 


with the tezt. rec. 


Ver. 47.— A. V.: lieutenants. 25 captains. 26 safely convey on their way both (Gr., mpoméupwour, etc.). 
37 go. Ver. 48.— % A. V.: lieutenants. 
Ver. 49. — 29 A. V.: Judea. 80 no ruler, no lieutenant . . . . should forcibly enter into, ete. The Greek is, un 


eredevoecGat eri, ete. Lit., go against ; cf. 1 Mace. viii. 4, in the Greek. 

Ver. ).—%! A. V.: hold (Gr., xparotoww). 9% should be free, etc. (Gr., apopoAdynrov abrois indpxetv). For kparovow, 
II. has xparjoovaw, and ’Idovjpator for KaAdaiov. 83 AV: which then. 

Ver. 51. — 34 A. V.: yea. 35 to (Gr., eis). 36 the time that it were built. 


Ver. 53. —37 A. V. omits up (Gr., mpooBatvovow). 
Ver. 53. — 38 free liberty. 89 went away. Ver. 64. —40 A. V: He wrote... . charges. 
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55 vestments wherein they minister. And he wrote on behalf of the Levites that 
their maintenance? be given them until the day that the house were finished, and 
Jerusalem built.2 And he commanded to give to all that kept the city, dwellings ® 
and wages. He sent away also all the vessels that Cyrus had removed from Baby- 
lon; and all things whatever Cyrus had said should be done,‘ the same charged he 
also to be done, and sent unto Jerusalem. 

And * when the® young man had’ gone forth, he lifted up his face to heaven 
towards Jerusalem, and praised the King of heaven, and said, From thee cometh 
victory, from thee cometh wisdom, and thine zs the glory, and I am thy servant. 
Blessed art thou, who hast given me wisdom ; and § to thee I give thanks, O Lord 


56 
o7 
58 


59 
60 


61 
62 
63 


of our fathers. 
and made report to all his brethren. 


And® he took the letters, and departed,” and came unto Babylon, 
And they praised the God of their fathers, 
because he had given them freedom and liberty to go up, and to build Jerusalem, 


and the temple which is called by his name ; and they kept a feast with music ” and 


gladness seven days. 


Ver. 55. —1 A. V.: and likewise for the charges of the Leyites to. 


Ver. 56.—5 A. V.: pensions (see Com.). 


2 builded up. 


Ver. 57.—4A.V.: from B., that Cyrus had set apart (III. XI. 44., ée&exdpice as at yer. 44; the other authorities, 


éx@pice) ; and all that Cyrus had given in commandment. 
Ver. 58.—5A.V.: Now. & this. 
Ver. 60.— 8 A. V.: for. 


Ver. 62. — A. V.: feasted with instruments of musick. 
Cuarter IV. 
Ver. 3 ’Evaxovovow, they obey. ‘This is a 


rare word, and means to hear to obey. It is found 
elsewhere in the LXX. at Nah. i. 12: 4 akoh cov 
ove évakovobjcerat. 

Ver. 4. Karepydovra, demolish, break down, 
make an end of. It is a secondary meaning of the 
word. Cf. Eph. vi. 13; Jos., Antig., ii. 4, § 2; 
and Xen., Cyr., iv. 6, 4. 

Ver. 9. To cut down. See Deut. xx. 19; 
“When thou shalt besiege a city along time in 
making war against it to take it, thou shalt not 
destroy the trees thereof by forcing an axe against 
them; for thou mayest eat of them: and thou 
shalt not cut them down (for the tree of the field 
is man’s life) to employ them in the siege.” 

Ver. 13. That is, Zorobabel. Cf. Ez. iii. 2 
in the margin of the version of 1611, and our 
remarks in the Introduction to the present book, 
under ‘“ Arrangement of Materials.” 

Ver. 15. Have borne, eyévyncav. This verb 
is so used also at Is. xlvi. 3; 4 Macc. x.2; Lukei. 
57; John xvi. 21. 

Ver. 17. Make the garments of. Cf. Proy. 
XXxl. 13, 19.—Bring glory. The word ddéay 
seems here to be used rather in the sense of orna- 
mentation. Cf. what precedes, and Add. to Esth. 
iv. 2; 1 Macc. xiv. 9; Matt. vi. 29, 

Ver. 21. Merd& ris yuvaikds adinor thy Wuxhy, 
he dies by (near) his wife. The last three Greek 
words are used in the same sense, also at Gen. 
xxxv. 18; Herod., iv. 90; Thucyd., ii. 49. The 
meaning is: he remains by his wife till death. 

Ver. 23. Eis thy OdAaccav mAciv. ‘This is a 
peculiar expression, and found only here. 

Ver. 25, TAeiov ... . paddov. According to 
Fritzsche there is here an inaccurate repetition of 
the comparative, the translator having forgotten 
the former when he wrote the latter. If the latter 
word, however, had not been so far removed from 
the former, there would probably have been no 
question respecting its force. See Winer, p. 240; 
and Robinson, Lez., under padAdov. Wahl’s Clavis 
remarks on this passage, under waadov : “ Additum 
comparativo alius adjectivi augendi vim habet.”’ 





7 was (aorist, but with the force of the pluperfect). 
Ver. 61.—9 A. V.: And so. 


10 went out. 1 told zt. 


(Cf. Josephus, Antig., xi. 3 ff.) 


Cf. 4 Mace. xv. 4; Xen., Cyr., ii. 2,12; Herod., 
i. 81. 

Ver. 26. Become servants. The case of 
Jacob, who served for Rachel, was probably in 
mind. See Gen. xxix. 20. 

Ver. 29. At the right hand, See Ps. xlv. 9: 
“Upon thy right hand did stand the queen in 
gold of Ophir.” 

Ver. 32. Be reconciled to him. The margin 
of the A. V. has: or, be friends with him. The 
Greek word is the same one as that employed at 
Matt. v.24: mp@rov diadAdynbi TS GEAPG cov. 

Ver. 33. Princes, wey:oraves. Cf. A. V. at 
Rev. vi. 15, where this word is rendered “ great 
men.” — Looked one upon another, @BAemoy eis 
tov Erepov. The peculiarity of this construction 
has caused some variation in the MSS, 

Ver. 35. Is he not great that doeth these 
things ? 7.e., the sun. The idea that God, the 
Creator, is intended, seems excluded by the use of 
the present tense. See, however, Dahne, ii. 122 ff. 
—Stronger than all things, icxupotépa mapa 
mdyra. Prepositions are thus used after the com- 
parative, to give it additional force. See Winer, 
p- 240; Buttmann, p. 339. But Fritzsche would 
allow to the preposition in such cases only the 
force of #, or of the genitive in the same position. 

Ver. 36. Calleth (ade?) the truth. The 
margin of the A. V. has: “or, praiseth the truth. 
Athanasius.” But it means rather “ calleth” in 
the sense of “inviteth.” 

Ver. 37, Wine is unrighteous (&.xos). The 
last word is used in contradistinction to dandés. 
Cf. v. 40; Heb. vi. 10. 

Ver. 39. Atapopd, making of distinctions; 
lit., distinction, difference (III. XI. 108. al. read 
diapOopa, “ corruption”). The common texts ac- 
cent didpopa, neut. pl. Fritscheand Wahl make it 
singular.— Ta Sica moet amd adytwy tov adiKeov 
kal woynpOv. The sense is not clear. Schleusner 
and Gaab agree, in the main, with our A. V. But 
Fritzsche is inclined to think that some Hebrew 
formula was floating before the translator’s mind, 
and that he would say: she practices right (requiring 
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it) from all the unrighteous and wicked. Bunsen’s 
Bibelwerk translates: but deals righteously with all 
the unrighteous and evil. So also Bretschneider, 
Systemat. Darstell., p. 199. 

Ver. 40. And she is the strength and the 
kingdom. See 1 Chron, xxix. 11: 
Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the 
glory, and the victory, and the majesty,” ete. — 
Blessed be the God of truth. Cf. Deut. xxxii. 4. 
Fritzsche thinks that it is clear from this doxology 
that the author is not seeking to identify the truth 
with God, as some suppose, “The author took 
in this just the standpoint of his time. To the 
learned, for example, the idea of God had become 
80 spiritualized, and removed out of the ordinary 
range of thought, that they sought by separating 
it into its individual characteristics, and by a witler 
development of the same, to render it more objec- 
tive. Thereby such characteristics appeared to 
them not as dead abstractions, but through their 
fiery phantasy they came forth as the most living 
realities. Thus, for instance, the cela was hy pos- 
tasized as wellas the Adyos and the rvedua Tod bed. 
Quite after this manner appears here the éAf@era, 
and it is matter for wonder that it appears only 
here since the matter itself was so very near at 
hand.” See Fritzsche’s Com., ad loc. ~ Cf. also, 
Dihne, ii. pp. 122-124; Bretschneider, Systemat. 
Darstell., p. 199 f.; Ewald, Geschichte d. Volk. Is., 
iy. 164, and Cremer, Lex., p.60f. Ewald thinks 
that it was the truth which was of special force in 
Israel, 7. e., divine truth, that is meant. 

Ver. 41. Eloy. For other examples of our 
author's vacillating between a verb in the singu- 
lar and one in the plural for a collective noun, 


see Vill. 92; ix.10. Cf. Winer, p. 174. Codd. 
Ill. XL. 44. give the verb in the singular. 
Ver. 42. According as, ty tpdrov. The accu- 


sative is used adverbially. Cf. Matt. xxiii. 87; 
Luke xiii. 34; Acts i. 11; see Winer, p. 463 ff.; 
Buttmann, p. 153. . 

Ver. 44, Which Cyrus removed. Cf.i. 41; 
li. 10; vi. 18, 19, and verse 57. 

Ver.45. Edomites, 7. ¢., Idumsans (’Idouuator), 
the descendants of Esau. Asa reward for their ser- 
vice at the time of Nebuchadnezzar’s siege of Jeru- 
salem (Ps. cxxxvil.) they were allowed to occupy 
a part of the depopulated country, which, for the 
most part, they retained for several hundred years, 
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or till the time of the Maccabees. That the Idu- 
means themselves actually burnt the temple is no- 
where else stated (cf. Ezek. xxxvi. 5; Obad. vers. 
10, 11), and no more miay here be meant than that 
they participated with others in this act. Cf. ver. 


“Thine, O|57 


Ver. 46. King of Heaven. 
ef. Dan. iv. 87; Tob. xiii. 7, 11. 
Ver. 47. All the treasurers. See ver. 49, and 
ef. Rom. xvi. 23: “Epacros 6 cixovduos Ths méAcws. 
Ver. 48. Kal dws oikodounowor, and that they 
should build. The construction is changed from 


See ver. 58, and 


a verb in the infinitive which precedes. See Wi- 
ner, p. 567 ff 
Ver. 50. What is said of the _Idumzans only 


took place to a limited extent. 

Ver. 52. To maintain the burnt offerings. 
The translation would run more literally thus: 
That upon the altar burnt offerings, presented as 


Jruits, might be daily sacrificed — as they had com- 


mandment to offer seventeen — should other talents, 
ten yearly, be given. It is not clear where our com- 
piler gets his information that every day seventeen 
burnt offerings were to be sacrificed. See Ex. 
xxix. 88; Numb. xxviii. 3 ff. 

Ver. 54. Wherein they minister, év ti Aa- 
tpevovow év avtn. This is a marked Hebraism. 
Cf. the LXX. at Ex. xii. 30. 

Ver. 56. Dwellings, kAjpovs. The A. V. has 
in the margin: Or portions of land. Cf. the LXX. 
at Deut. x. 9: ob Zor: Tots Aevitais wepls Kal KARpos 
éy rois adeApois avtav. The Syr. and Vulg. ren- 
der by sortes; the Old Lat. by possessiones. As 
joined with dpdéma, it would seem to mean “ dwell- 
ings,” as including, perhaps, the land appertain- 
ing to them. 

Ver.62. Freedom and liberty, tiveow nab &pe- 
ow. A good example of paronomasia. Germ., 
Nachlass und Ablass. See Winer, p. 636. For 
the theological use of the word &peois, see Cre- 
mer’s Lex., p.284. It is employed in the LXX. 
mostly in connection with the year of Jubilee. 
See Sophocles’ Lex., ad voc. 

Ver. 63. Meta wovoieay, With music. Possi- 
bly musical instruments are meant, as the A. V. 
seems to have supposed. Cf. v. 59; Dan. iii. 5; 
1 Mace. ix. 39,41. The Old Lat. (Cod. Colbert.) 
has, et cymbalis percutiebant cum musicis in gaudio 
magno diebus septem, 


CHAPTER V. 


servants, and their cattle. 


af 
Z 
3 
4 with them. 
5 


After this were the principal men of the families chosen according to their tribes, 
to go up with their wives and sons and daughters, with their men-servants and maid- 
And Darius sent with them a thousand horsemen, till 
they had brought them back to Jerusalem in peace.t And all their brethren also 
made merry With music, with tabrets and flutes,” and he made them go up together 
And these are the names of the men who? went up, according to their 
families unto their tribal possessions,‘ after their divisions.’ The priests, sons ° of 


Phinees, sons’ of Aaron: Jesus the son of Josedec, the son of Sareas,® and Joacim 
the son of Zorobabel, the son of Salathiel of the house of David, out of the lineage® 
6 of Phares and of® the tribe of Judah, who spake wise words” before Darius the 


Ver. 2.—1A. V.: safely, and with musical instruments, tabrets and flutes. 


simply reconstructed the sentence after Fritzsche’s text. 
Ver. 3. —8 A. V.: which. 
peprSapxiav ; see Com. ati. 5). 


Ver. §. —68 A. V.: the sons (so III. XI. 64. 106. 248. Ald.). 


9 kindred (Gr., yeveds). . . . P. of. 


4 amongst their tribes (pvAyj is to be taken in a local sense). 


2 And all their brethren played. I have 
5 several heads (Gr. 


7 the son (viod, 64. 71. 108. 248. Ald.). 8 Saraias 
Ver. 6, —1¢ A. V.: sentences. 
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king of Persia in the second year of his reign,in the month Nisan, which is the 
first month. 
7 And these are they of Judea that came up from the captivity, where they dwelt 
as strangers, whom Nabuchodonosor the king of Babylon had carried away unto 
Babylon. And they returned unto Jerusalem, and to the rest? of Judea,® every 
man to his own city, who came with Zorobabel, and* Jesus, Neemias,°’ Zareas, and 
Reszas,° Enenius, Mardocheus,’ Beelsarus, Aspharasus, Reelius, Roimus, and Ba- 
9 ana, their leaders. The number of them of the nation, and their leaders,® sons 
of Phoros, two thousand an hundred seventy and two; the sons of Saphat, four 
10 hundred seventy and two; the sons of Ares, seven hundred fifty and six; the sons 
11 of Phaath Moab, to be reckoned among the sons of Jesus and Joab,’ two thousand 
12 eight hundred and twelve; the sonsof Elam, a thousand two hundred fifty and four; 
the sons of Zathui, nine hundred forty and five; the sons of Chorbe,“ seven hun- 
13 dred and five; the sons of Bani, six hundred forty and eight; the sons of Bebai, 
six hundred twenty and three; the sons of Astad, three thousand three hundred 
14 twenty and two; the sons of Adonicam, six hundred sixty and seven; the sons of 
Bagoi, two thousand sixty and six ; the sons of Adinu, four hundred fifty and four ; 
15 the sons of Ater son of Ezecias, ninety and two; the sons of Cilan and Azenan, 
16 threescore and seven; the sons of Azaru, four hundred thirty and two ; the sons 
of Annis, an hundred and one; the sons of Arom, thirty two; and the sons of Bas- 
sai, three hundred twenty and three; the sons of Arsiphurith,an hundred and 
17 two; the sons of Baiterus, three thousand and five; the sons of Bethlome, an 
18 hundred twenty and three. They of Netophas, fifty and five; they of Anathoth, an 
19 hundred fifty and eight; they of Bethasmoth, forty and two; they of Kariathiri, 
twenty and five; they of Caphira and Beroth, seven hundred forty and three ; the 
20 Chadiasee and Ammidii, four hundred twenty and two; they of Cirama and 
21 Gabbe, six hundred twenty and one; they of Macalon, an hundred twenty and 
two; they of Betolio, fifty and two; the sons of Niphis, an hundred fifty and six; 
22 the sons of Calamolalus and Onus, seven hundred twenty and five; the sons of 
23 Jerechu, three hundred forty and five; the sons of Sanaas, three thousand three 
hundred and thirty. 
24 The priests: the sons of Jeddu, the son of Jesus, among the sons of Sanasib, nine 
25 hundred seventy and two; the sons of Emmeruth, a thousand fifty and two; the 
sons of Phassurus, twelve hundred forty and seven; the sons of Charmi, a thou- 
sand and seventeen. 
26 ‘The Levites: the sons of Jesus, and Cadoélus, and Bannas, and Sudias, seventy and 
27 four. The holy singers: the sons of Asaph, an hundred forty and eight. The 
28 porters: thesons of Salum, the sons of Atar, the sons of Tolman, the sons of Dacub, 
the sons of Ateta, the sons of Tobis, in all an hundred thirty and nine. 
29 ‘The servants of the temple: the sons of Esau, the sons of Asipha, the sons of 
Tabaoth, the sons of Ceras, the sons of Sua, the sons of Phaleus, the sons of La- 
30 bana, the sons of Aggaba, the sons of Acud, the sons of Uta, the sons of Cetab, 
the sons of Accaba, the sons of Sybai, the sons of Anan, the sons of Cathua, the 
sons of Geddur, the sons of Jairus, the sons of Daisan, the sons of N oeba, the sons 
of Chaseba, the sons of Cazera, the sons of Ozias, the sons of Phinoé, the sons of 
Asara, the sons of Basthai, the sons of Asana, the sons of Mani, the sons of Naph- 
isi, the sons of Acuph, the sons of Achiba, the sons of Asur, the sons of Pharacim, 
32 the sons of Basaloth, the sons of Meedda, the sons of Cutha, the sons of Charea, 


oO 
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Ver. 7.—1A. V.: Jewry. 

Ver. 8.—? A. V.: other parts (Gr., rhv Aourpy I.). 8 Jewry. 4 with. 5 Nehemias, 6 and Zacharias (so 
243. 248. Ald.) and Resaias. 7 Mardocheus. 8 guides Ver. 9.—® A. V.: governors. 

Ver. 11.—10 A. V.: omits all after Phaath M. We follow Fritzsche’s text, and it seems to be supported by nearly all 
the authorities except 52. 64. 114. 248. Ald. The Greek Bibles of 1545 (Basle) and 1597 (Frankfort) omit the words, but 
the latter gives them in a note below (al. addunt). 

Ver. 12.—11 For convenience we give at this point the form of the proper names of the present chapter and the 
numbers as found in the A. V., as far as they differ from the Greek of Fritzsche's text : Corbe; (ver. 18) Sadas 
(three thousand two, ete.); (ver. 14) Adonican ; (ver. 15) Aterezias, Ceilan, Azetas, Azuran ; (ver. 16) Ananias, Bassa, 
Azephurith ; (ver. 17) Meterus, Bethlomon ; (ver. 18) Netophah, Bethsamos ; (ver. 19) Kiriathiarius ; (ver. 20) they of 
Chadias and Ammidioi; Gabdes; (ver, 21) Nephis ; (ver. 22) Jerechus two hundred, etc. ; (ver. 23) Annaas; (ver. 24) 
Meruth; (ver. 25) Phassaron (a thousand, etc.), Carme; (ver. 26) Jessue, Cadmiel; (ver. 27) Asaph (twenty and 
eight) ; (ver. 28) Jatal, Talmon, Dacobi, Teta, Sami; (ver. 29) Sud, Phaleas, Graba ; (ver. 80) Acua, Agaba; (ver. 81) 
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the sons of Barchue, the sons of Serar, the sons of Thomoi, the sons of Nasi, the 
sons of Atipha. 
33 The sons of the servants of Solomon: the sons of Assapphioth, the sons of 
Pharira, the sons of Jeieli, the sons of Lozon, the sons of Isdael, the sons of Saphyi, 
34 the sons of Hagia, the sons of Phachareth, the sons of Sabie, the sons of Sarothi, 
the sons of Miszeas, the sons of Gas, the sons of Addus, the sons of Suba, the sons 
35 of Apherra, the sons of Barodis, the sons of Saphag, the sons of Allom. All the 
ministers of the temple, and the sons of the servants of Solomon, were three hun- 
dred seventy and two. 
36 These came up from Thermeleth and Thelersas, Charaathalan and Aalar2 
37 leading them. And they could not? shew their families and descent, that® they 
were of Israel: the sons of Dalan,* the son of Baénan,’ the sons of Necodan, six 
38 hundred fifty and two. And of the priests that usurped the office of the priesthood, 
and were not found: the sons of Obdia, the sons of Accos,* the sons of Jaddu,’ who 
married Augia one of the daughters of Berzellius,® and was named after his name. 
39 And when the account of the lineage of these men had been sought in the register 
and* not found, they were removed from executing the office of the priesthood. 
40 And Neemias and Attharias said to them that they should not be sharers in the 
offerings ® till there arose up a high priest clothed with light ™ and truth. 
41 So of Israel, from them of twelve years old, there were forty two thousand three 
42 hundred and sixty, besides men servants and women servants.2 Their men servants 
and handmaids were seven thousand three hundred thirty * and seven; the sing- 
43 ing men and singing women, two hundred forty and five; four hundred thirty and 
five camels, and seven hundred* thirty and six horses, two hundred forty and 
five mules, five thousand five hundred twenty and five asses. 
44 And certain of the chief of the respective families, when they came to the tem- 
ple of God that is in Jerusalem, vowed to restore” the house again on its place 18 
45 according to their ability, and contribute to the sacred fund for the works ” a thou- 
sand pounds of gold, and” five thousand of silver, and an hundred priestly vest- 
46 ments. And there* dwelt the priests and the Levites and some of” the people 
themselves * in Jerusalem, and the neighborhood,” the singers also as well as” the 
porters; and all Israel in their respective * villages. 
47 But when the seventh month was at hand, and when the children of Israel were 
every man in his own place, they came all together with one consent into the open 
48 place of the first gate which is towards the east. And Jesus arose” the son of Jo- 
sedec, and his brethren the priests, and Zorobabel the son of Salathiel, and his 
49 brethren, and made ready the altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt sacrifices 
upon it, according as it is expressly commanded in the book of Moses the man of 
50 God. And there were gathered unto them out of the other nations of the land, 
and they erected the altar upon their™ place, because they were at enmity with 
them; and all the nations of the land * oppressed them ; and they offered sacrifices 
according to the time, and burnt offerings to the Lord both morning and evening. 
51 Also they held the feast of tabernacles, as it is commanded in the law, and offered 
52 sacrifices daily, as was meet; and after that, the continual oblations, and the sacri- 
53 fice of the sabbaths, and of the new moons, and of all holy feasts. And all they 


Airus, Gazera, Azia, Phinees, Azara, Bastai, Meani, Acub, Acipha, Assur; (ver. 32) Meeda, Coutha, Charcus, Aserer, 
Nasith ; (ver. 33) Azaphion, Jeeli, Sapheth ; (ver. 84) Phacareth, Sarothie, Masias, Gar, Sabat. 

Ver. 36.—1A.V.: Charaathalar leading them, and Aalar. 

Ver. 37. —? neither could they. 8 nor their stock, how (Gr., yeveds, s). 4 Ladan. 5 Ban. 

Ver. 38. —® A. V.: Accoz. 7 Addus. 8 Berzelus. 

Ver. 39. —® A. V.: when the description of the kindred of these-men was sought in the register, and was. 

Ver. 40.— 19 A. Y.: for unto them said Nehemias and Atharias that they should not be partakers of the holy things 
(Gr., ray ayiwy, but the rendering is not clear). 11 doctrine (see Com.). 

Ver. 41.— A. Y.: and upward (wanting in II. III. XI. 55. 58. 64. 119. 243. 245. 248. Ald., Old Lat. Syr.), they 
were all in number forty thousand, besides men servants and women servants two thousand three hundred and sixty. 

Ver. 42.13 A. Y.: forty (so Ald.; see Com.). 


Ver. 48. —14 A. V.: seven thousand (see Com.). 15 beasts used to the yoke (marg., asses). 

Ver. 44. —16 A. Y.: their families. 17 to set up (Gr.,éyetpac). 18 in his own place (émt rod rémov avrod). 

Ver. 45.— 19 A. V.: to give into the holy treasury of the works. 20 omits and (so 71.). 

Ver. 46.— 21 A. Y.: so. 22 omits some of (oi éx Tov, etc.). 23 omits themselves (as TII. XI. 44. 58. 64. 71. 248. 
Ald.) 24 in the country (see Com.). 25 and. 26 omits respective. Ver. 48.— 27 A. V.: Then stood up J. 


Ver. 50. — 8 A. V.: his own. Instead of avroy after révov, III. XI. 44., and others with Ald. Syr. have avrov 
2° because all the nations of the land were at enmity with them, and. 
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that had made any vow to God began to offer sacrifices to God from the first day 

54 of the seventh month, and! the temple of the Lord was not yet built. And they 

55 gave unto the masons and carpenters money, meat, and drink.” Unto them of 
Sidon also and Tyre they gave cars,’ that they should bring cedar trees, from 
Libanus, which should be brought by floats* to the haven of Joppe, according as 
it was commanded them by Cyrus king of the Persians. _ 

56 And in the second year and second month after his coming to the temple of God 
at Jerusalem began Zorobabel the son of Salathiel, and Jesus the son of Josedec, 
and their brethren, and the priests, the Levites,* and all they that had® come unto 

57 Jerusalem out of the captivity ; and they laid the foundation of the house of God 
in the first day of the second month, in the second year after they were come to Ju- 

58 dea’ and Jerusalem. And they appointed the Levites from twenty years old over 
the works of the Lord. And Jesus arose,® and his sons and brethren, and Cadmiel 
his brother, and the sons of Emadabun,* with the sons of Joda the son of Elia- 
dud,” with the’r sons and brethren, all Levites, to encourage the work and aid in 
the building of the house of the Lord; and™ the workmen built the temple of the 

59 Lord. And the priests stood arrayed in their vestments with music ” and trumpets ; 
and the Levites sons of Asaph having cymbals sang™ songs of thanksgiving 

60 and praised *4 the Lord, after the manner of ® David the king of Israel.’* And they 

61 praised the Lord with psalms,” because his mercy and glory ¢s for ever in all Israel. 

62 And all the people sounded trumpets, and shouted with a loud voice, singing songs 

63 of thanksgiving unto the Lord for the rearing up of the house of the Lord. Also 
the elders from the priests, Levites and the chief of their respective families,* who 
had seen the former house came to the building of this with weeping and great cry- 

64 ing. And many made themselves heard with trumpets and great shouts of joy, 

65 as the people did not discern the trumpets for the weeping of the people; for *° 
the multitude sounded marvellously, so that it was heard afar off. 

66 And* when the enemies of the tribe of Judah and Benjamin heard 7¢, they 

67 came to know what that noise of trumpets should mean. And they perceived that 
they that were of the captivity did build the temple unto the Lord God of Israel. 

68 And they came up to” Zorobabel and Jesus, and to the chief of the respective * 

69 families, and said unto them, We would * build together with you. For we like- 
wise, as you, do obey your Lord, and do sacrifice unto him from the days of As- 

70 bacaphas”* king of the Assyrians, who brought us hither. And? Zorobabel and 
Jesus and the chief of the respective *" families of Israel said unto them, It is not for 

71 us and you to build together a house unto the Lord our God; for we * ourselves 
alone would” build unto the Lord of Israel, according as Cyrus the king of the 

72 Persians hath commanded us. But the heathen of the land lying heavy upon the 

73 inhabitants of Judxa,” and beleaguering them,” hindered their building; and by mis- 


Ver. 68. —1 A. V.: although. 

Ver. 54. —? A. V. adds with cheerfulness (Junius, cum oleo; the Basle Greek Bible of 1545, and that of Frankfort, 
1597, werd xapas). 

Ver. 55.—5 A. V.: carrs. For xappa, III, 44. have kappa; II., xdpa. Fritzsche conjectures that it should be bipa.. 
The Hebrew in the corresponding passage is yaw. 4A. V.: flotes. 


Ver. 56.—*5 A. V.: and (the Levites), with 44. 71. 106. 108. 120. 184. 248. 6 were. Ver. 57.—7 A. V.: Jewry. 

Ver. 58.—® A. V.: Thenstoodup J. 9 Madiabun. 1° Eliadun (as II. 58. 64. 248, 248. Ald.). 1 with one accord 
setters forward of the business, laboring to advance the works in the house of God. So. (odd. 44. 58. 64. 248. al. Ald. 
read @cov, 

Ver, 59.—! A. V.: in their vestments with musical instruments (see i. 2,and Com.inloc.). thesons.... had 
eymbals singing. 4 

Ver. 60.—14 A. V.; praising. 5 according as (marg., after the manner of D. king of Israel). 16 adds had or- 
dained. Ver. 61.—17A. V.: sung with loud voices songs to the praise of the Lord. 

Ver. 68. —18 A. V.: Also of the priests and Levites, and of the chief of their families, the ancients. 

Ver. 64. —19 A. V.: But many with trumpets and joy shouted with loud voice, insomuch that the trumpets might 
not be heard (see Com.). 20 yet. Ver. 66.— 21 A. V.: Wherefore. 

Ver. 68.—22 A V.; So they went to (Gr., Kat mpooeA@dvres). 3 omits respective. 24 will. 

Ver. 69.— 25 A. V.: Azbazareth the ("AcBacaped, 64. 74. 119. 121. 134. 236. 243. 245, Ald.). 

Ver. 70.— A. V.: Then. 2% omits respective, I have inserted respective in such cases for the sake of clearness; 
otherwise one might think the families were meant, 

Ver. 71.—% A. V.: We (Gr., jets yap). 29 will. 

Ver. 72.—®° A.V.: Judea. 51 holding them strait. Fritzsche would emenad erckommmpeva (ercxoundonat, to fall asleep 
over) by émuxe(ueva. The former word, however, might mean much the same as the latter. To sleep on one’s arms is 
understood to mean to be ever on the alert. The Vulg. has incumbere. 


1 ESDRAS., 


a ee eee ar 


91 





leading the people through plots and 


dered the finishing of the building all the time 


the stirring up of insurrection,! they hin- 
that king Cyrus lived. And? they 


were hindered from building for the space of two years, until the reign of Darius. 


Ver. 73. —1 A. V.: by their secret 
al. Ald. read ém:Bovads kat Snmaywyias Kat émuoveracets. 


plots, and popular persuasions and commotions. Codd. III. XI. 58. 64. 119. 248, 
2 so. 


Cuarrer V. (Cf. Ez. ii-iv. 6; Neh. vii. 6-69.) 


Ver. 1. The first six verses of this chapter are 
peculiar in that while they relate what is not to be 
found in any canonical book, they seem also not to 
belong to the Greek fragment which immediately 
precedes. In the opinion of Ewald and Bertheau 
they originally followed Ez. i. But it is a mere 
conjecture. The account in Ez. i. seems to be 
quite complete in itself. It is more likely that our 
translator composed them for the purpose of mak- 
ing a suitable transition from the Greek fragment 
to the present chapter. 

Ver. 2, With music, with tabrets, etc. See 
remarks at iv. 63. At Gen. xxxi. 27 we have 
nearly the same Greek, which is of some impor- 
tance in considering the mystery which overhangs 
the fragment. Cf. 1 Sam. xviii. 6, and the Greek 
at Is. v. 12. 

Ver. 3. The “brethren” referred to are those 
who were left bebind. J 

Ver. 5. Sons. Used in the-sense of successors. 
—Sareeas (Seraiah). The high priest. — Joacim 
the son of Z. This seems to be amistake. Cf. 1 
Chron. iii. 19; Neh. xii. 10, 26; and Judith iv. 6. 
Some would omit the words “Iwaklu 6 rod as an 
interpolation, but without sufficient MS. authority. 
Herzfeld (Geschichte, i. p. 322) would emend by 
Tov Iwaxlu nal ZopoBdBeA. So, too, the A. V. in 
the margin. While Fritzsche, who makes this 
Joiakim, rather than Zerubbabel, the special hero 
of the above discussion before the Persian, king, 
thinks the passage is right as it stands. ‘To be 
sure,” he says, “among the children of Zerubba- 
bel enumerated in 1 Chron. iii. 19, there is no 
Joiakim. But was there therefore none?” On 
the difficulties of the genealogy, see Smith’s Bib. 
Dict. under ‘ Salathiel” and “ Zerubbabel,” re- 
spectively ; Herzfeld, Geschichte, Excursus viii. 2; 
Ewald, Geschichte d. Volk. Is., iv. 109. 

Ver. 6. Before Darius, ém) Aapefov. For such 
a use of this preposition, cf. Winer, p. 375. Butt- 
mann (p. 336) says: “ The signification in pres- 
ence of, coram, springs from the original notion of 
approximation, of being in immediate proximity 
(on, upon, near by).” Cf. Matt. xxvili. 14; Acts 
mee sO. © Cor. vi, 1,6; 1 Fim. v. 19; vi. 13; 

2 Cor. vii. 14. 

Ver. 8. Every man to his own city, 7. e., to 
the city where he or his family had dwelt before the 
exile. — Jesus (Joshua). The first high priest of 
the restored nation. Of the ten— according to 
Ezra, nine —others designated as leaders with 
Joshua and Zerubbabel nothing further is known. 
The Neemias here mentioned is, of course, to be 
distinguished from the well-known personage of 
Neh. i. 1. — Their leaders. They were probably 
heads of families and were intended to represent 
the twelve tribes. 

Ver. 9. And their leaders. 
warranted addition by the translator. The lead- 
ers are not mentioned in what follows. Cf. viii. 
28. As we shall Jater give a comparative table of 
the differences in names and numbers found in 
the three lists of Ezra, Nehemiah, and 1 Esdras, 
respectively, they will be now, for the most part, 
left unnoticed except in the textual notes. — Sons 


This is an un- 





of Phoros. By “sons” here and in the follow- 
ing verses children, descendants, are obviously 
meant, 

Ver. 11, Among the sons, 7. e., of the family of. 

Ver. 12, The majority of MSS. give 945 (as 
A. V.) for 975 of the teat. rec., as the number of 
the sons of Zathui. 

Ver. 13. Instead of 633 of the tert. rec. the 
best reading (as A. V.) gives 623. For “ Argai” 
(A. V. Sadas), we read “Astad,” and 3322 for 
3332, with most authorities. 

Ver. 14. For “Adonican” should be read 
“Adonicam ” (cf. viii. 39), and for 637, 667. The 
children of Bagoi numbered according to the best 
reading (as A. V.) 2066 instead of 2606 of the 
text. rec. ‘This name is Bay® at viii. 40. 

Vers. 15,16. The text of the Greek Ezra dif- 
fers essentially from that of Ezra and Nehemiah 
in these verses. 

Ver. 18. Fritzsche adopts the reading Ba:dac- 
60 for Babacudy of the text. rec. 

Ver. 19. Kariathiri, 7. ¢., Kirjath-jearim. For 
Bnpéy of the text. rec., we adopt Bnpéé (as A. V.) 
with the majority of textual authorities. 

Ver. 20. Chadiase and Ammidii. These 
names are wanting in the other two lists. By the 
first, the people of Kadesh — Josh. xv. 23 — seem 
to be meant; by “the Ammidii,” the people of 
Humtah, zd., xv. 54. 

Ver. 22. The best MSS. give the number of 
the children of Jerechu as 345, instead of 245 of 
the text. rec. and A. V. 

Ver. 23. We read, with Fritzsche, 3330, instead 
of 3301 of the tezt. rec. 

Vers, 24, 25. We have changed 872 to 972 (as 
A. VY.) with IIL. and most other MSS. — Of Em- 
meruth. There should be read 1052 instead of 
252, on the same grounds. — Of Phassurus. We 
adopt 1247 for 1047 (as A. V.).— Of Charmi, 
The best authorities give (as A. V.) 1017 for 217. 

Ver. 26. The Greek word kadofaAov, which is 
falsely translated Cadmiel in the A. V., — III. 
only, of the best authorities, has radumaAov — is 
found in the latter form at ver. 58. 

Ver. 27. With many MSS. we have changed, 
with Fritzsche, 128 (as A. V.) to 148. 

Ver. 29. For Zovdd (Sud), Fritzsche, with II. 
XI. and other MSS. reads Youd, and for ’AypaBd 
(A. V. Grabo) ’Ayyabd. 

Ver. 33. ’Accamrpidé?. The word is a probable 
corruption for Sophereth. Cf. Neh. vii. 57; Hz. ii. 
55. 

Ver. 34. For ’AAA@u, Fritzsche suggests tAAwy 
as the true reading. It is supported by several 
MSS. (44. 55. 74. 106,-119. 120. 121. 134.) 

Ver. 36.. The translator at this point, as not 
infrequently elsewhere, omits parts of the text, 
and makes changes in it for no assignable reason. 
— Thermeleth, Thelersas, etc., were probably cities 
of Babylon where these Jews had been settled. 

Ver. 38. The priests referred to are those men- 
tioned in the previous verse, who could not fix 
their genealogy. That they “usurped,” the office 
of the priesthood seems to have no other authority 
than the assertion of the translator. 
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Ver. 40. Neemias and Attharias. The last 
word seems evidently to have been regarded as a 
proper name. It is the same as Tirshatha of Ez. 
ii. 63, and means “governor.” The governor at 
this time, however, was not Nehemiah, but Zerub- 
babel. Cf. Ez. v. 14; Hag.i.1, 14, ii. 2. It is 
possible that the passage, Neh. viii. 9, was float- 
ing before the compiler’s mind, or kat may have 
crept into the text in the form of a gloss. The 
Syriac version leaves out ka) ’Ar@. and Cod, 121. 
has Neenlas 6 xal’A. In chap. vi. 18, our book 
has a similar error, where we find ZopoBdBed kal 
SuBavacodpe. — Clothed with light and truth, 
Thy Shrwow Kal thy GdAjGeay. The Urim and 
Thummim are meant. In the LXX. the latter 
is represented by é&AfGea three times, and once 
by redcfwors. According to Hody, the former 
rendering is a proof of the Alexandrian col- 
oring of the early part of the LXX. It is said 
that Egyptian magistrates wore a carved sapphire 
stone about their necks which was called &A7@eua. 
It seems to have been supposed that the Urim 
and Thummim would be restored. See Wahl’s 
Clavis, under ’AAhGea; Thiersch, De Pentateuchi, 
etc., p. 87; Winer, Realwérterb.,ad voc. We learn 
from ver. 41, that the sum of these numbers 
should be 42,360. The three accounts, to our 
agreeable surprise, all alike state this. But since 
the sum of the numbers in no one of the lists 
amounts to so much, by far, we must, while in- 
ferring a common original for the three lists, also, 
conclude that the documents from which they 
were severally made as now found, were corrupt. 
It is to be remembered, too, that mistakes of copy- 
ists in such long lists of names and numbers were 
almost inevitable. But there remains still the in- 
teresting and not unimportant inquiry why our 
translator in certain places gives names which are 
not found in either of the other two lists and vice 
versa. Does not, in fact, the peculiarity of the 
variations in these lists furnish valuable hints for 
the explanation of other differences of the apocry- 
phal book from the canonical? It is, at least, 
not to be denied that in the catalogue before us 
where the same number is recorded, the apocry- 
phal book agrees with one or the other of the 
canonical books against the remaining one oftener 
than they agree together against it. Moreover, 
it will be seen that while the apocryphal book 
gives some names not to be found in the other 
two, they, on the other hand, give about the same 
number not to be found in it. But in this particu- 
lar the apocryphal book, in every instance but 
one (No. 35 of the following table), stands alone, 
while Nehemiah and Ezra, in every instance but 
one, agree together. 

Ver. 41. From them of twelve years. Mi- 
chaelis (Anmerk. zum Hz., ii. 64) suggests that our 
apocryphal work may possibly furnish in this 
statement a solution of the difficulty contained in 
the difference between the whole number as given 
in this verse and the actual sum obtained from 
adding together the several numbers as stated in 
the respective lists. He thinks that it may be 
meant that the larger sum would be obtained by 
adding to the smaller the sum of all persons be- 
tween the ages of twelve and twenty years. Un- 
doubtedly there might have been a sufficient 
number of such persons to make the entire sum 
42,360. But it is most likely, as this critic himself 
admits, that the words were added simply in the 
way of supposition or explanation, without any 
adequate ground. 

Ver. 42. The number of singing men and 
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women, as given by our book, agrees with the 
account in Nehemiah ; but Ezra has two hundred. 
On account of the unsuitableness of enumerating 
these persons among the servants and beasts of 
burden, some critics (Michaelis, ibid.) suppose 
that’a mistranslation was made, and that cows 
and oxen were really meant, the Hebrew words 
being quite similar. But Keil (Com., at Ez. il. 
66) contests the position. : 

Ver. 43. We have adopted with Fritzsche, 
from XI. and others, the reading that brings our 
account into harmony with the other two, namely, 
érraxdéoto, instead of érraxiocxlAror. — “Tro diyiov, 
an animal bearing the yoke. The Hebrew word 
means, specifically, “an ass;” and the Greek 
term used here to translate it had also, in com- 
mon usage, that meaning. The whole number of 
the animals, according to Ezra and Nehemiah, was 
6,720. 

Ver. 45. Pounds, pvas: The weight of this 
piece was about fifteen and a half ounces. 

Ver. 46. In the neighborhood, 7H xdpa. 
The reference seems to be to the lands in the 
region of Jerusalem which properly fell to the 
priests, Levites, and a part of the people. The 
more distant places are subsequently designated. 


— All Israel, i. e., representatives of all. Cf. 
1 Chron. ix. 3; Neh. vii. 3; Ez. ii. 59; iii. 1. 
Ver. 47. Open place of the first gate. The 


definite statement of our compiler is probably an 
arbitrary addition occasioned by Neh. vili.1. Cf. 
Ez. iii. 2, and Keil’s Commentary at that place. 

Ver. 48. Joshua was now high priest. Zerub- 
babel was not really son of Salathiel (Shealtiel), 
but the son of his brother. Since Shealtiel had 
no sons, and the line of succession to the throne 
was continued in Zerubbabel, he was accounted as 
a son of the former. Cf. v. 5. 

Ver. 50. Their place, t.e., the place where they 
had had the altar previously. The thought con- 





tained in the parallel passage in Ezra (ili. 8), that 
they hastened to erect an altar, and offer the cus- 
tomary sacrifices as a means of securing the divine 
protection against the hostility of the surrounding 
nations, seems not to have been before the mind 
of our compiler, but rather this: that a fear of 
the Lord fell upon the surrounding nations, so 
that, although they were hostilely disposed, they 
were prevented from making any attack. Bertheau 
would emend the reading in Kzra to correspond 
with the present book. But see Keil’s note in 
Com. on iz. iii. 3; and cf. Ewald, Geschichte d. 
Volk, Is., iv. p. 181. 

Ver. 55. The word translated cars, xdpfa, has 
given much trouble to commentators. No such 
idea ‘is found in the extant Hebrew original. 
Fritzsche conjectures that the translator misunder- 
stood the text, and rendered falsely. — Brought 
by floats, z.e., rafts. This is probably an addi- 
tion made for the sake of elucidation, and sug- 
gested by 2 Chron. ii. 16. 

.Ver. 57. Laid the foundation .... in the 
first day of the second month. Itis maintained 
by Schrader (Stud. u. Krit., 1857, pp. 460-504) that 
this is a mistake, and that the building of the 
temple did not begm until the time of Darius. 
But his reasons are not such as will carry great 
weight for the majority of minds. 

Ver. 58. From twenty years old. Origin- 
ally the age fixed for the Levites to enter upon 
their full service was thirty. This seems after- 
wards to have been changed by David (see J] 
Chron. xxiii. 24; cf. Num. i. 3) to twenty years, 





probably in view of the lighter service required of 
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them in connection with the temple. In the cor-| 


responding passage in Ezra there are but three 
classes of families of Levites mentioned. Our 
book seems to have erred in representing the 
“sons of Joda” (Judah) as a distinct class. Cf. 
Ez. ii. 40, iii. 9; Neh. vii. 43. 

Ver. 59. And the priests stood. At Ez. iii. 
10: They set the priests. According to the pres- 


ent book there was found in the original WOY")3 


according to Ezra, YTS"). The former read- 
ing is supported by a considerable number of 
MSS., yet may have easily originated in a de- 
sire to avoid a harshness of expression. The 
LXX. agrees with the Greek Ezra in this case, 
and it is probable that the latter was influenced 
by the former in adopting the reading. — ’Eoro- 
Aicuévor. At i. 2, the same Greek word iis ren- 
dered by the A. V., “being arrayed in long gar- 
ments” ; and here, “arrayed in their vestments.” 
The original word means simply “clothed; ” 
but the context supplies the idea of official robes. 
See Mark xii. 38; xvi. 5. 

Ver. 63. Had seen the former house. It 
was destroyed fifty-three or fifty-four years before. 
According to Hag. ii. 3, there were men living 
eyen at the time of Darius Hystaspis who had 
seen the glory of the former temple. These 
elderly people wept because the contrast was so 
great between the glory of the first edifice and 
that of the present one. 

Vers. 64, 65. The translator has given quite 
a false coloring to the thought. The idea prob- 
ably meant to be conveyed by the original was 
that the cries of rejoicmg on the part of the 
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multitude were so loud that one could not dis- 
tinguish them from the weeping, or vice versa. 
The impression was simply that of a mighty 
shout. ; 

Ver. 66. Enemies. A people whom the As- 
syrian king, Esarhaddon, had planted in the land. 
See ver. 69, They became enemies, 

Ver. 69. Since the time spoken of they had 
worshipped Jehovah, 7. e., for about one hundred 
and thirty years. Of. 2 Kings xvii. 24-28. This 
is one of the passages which Trendelenberg (Eich- 
horn, Einleit. in d. Apok. Script., p. 358) adduces 
as showing that the Greek Ezra, in some in- 
stances, followed a better original text than the 
canonical books. But the A. V. has forestalled 
|this objection, in adopting at Ez. iv. 2, with the 


}LXX. and Vulgate, the alternative reading =e) 
of some MSS-; or in regarding the 8 of the 


original as a rare form of 1, and hence not to be 
rendered, as in Luther’s translation, by “not,” 
but by “to him” (air). Cf. Ex. xxi. 8. 

Vers. 70, 71. The answer implies that the 
claim to participate in the building of the temple 
on the ground that they also recognized Jehovah 
as God, was not regarded as valid. “ We our- 
selves alone will build unto the Lord of Israel.” 

Ver. 73. For the space of two years. On 
the contrary, it was about fourteen years. The 
mistake probably arose from the translator’s casu- 
ally thinking of the second year of Darius, when 
the building of the temple was resumed. So the. 
margin of the A. V., “until the second year of Dar 
rius, Hz. iv. 5, 63 vii. 24.” aa, 








CHAPTER VI. 


4) 


Now in the second year of the reign of Darius, Aggeus and Zacharias the som 


of Addo, the prophets, prophesied against’ the Jews in Judea? and Jerusalem in 


bo 


the name of the Lord God of Israel, even against * them. 


Then arose * Zorobabel 


the son of Salathiel, and Jesus the son of Josedec, and began to build the house of 
the Lord at Jerusalem, the prophets of the Lord being with them, and helping 
them. 

At the same time came unto them Sisinnes the eparch® of Syria and Phosnice, 
with Sathrabuzanes and his companions, and said unto them, By whose order ® do 
you build this house and this roof, and finish all the rest?’ and who are the work- 
men that finish * these things? And® the elders of the Jews had” favor, because 
the Lord had visited the captivity ; and they were not hindered from building, 
until the matter had been brought to the attention of Darius“ concerning them, 
and an answer received. A ™ copy of the letter which he wrote and they sent to 
Darius: Sisinnes, eparch of Syria and Pheenice, and Sathrabuzanes, with their 
companions, rulers in Syria and Phenice,™ 


~~ co or He Oo 


Ver. 1.—1A.V.: Aggeus.... unto (Gr., én). 2 Jewry. 3 which was upon (see Com.). 


Ver. 2.—4 A. V.: stcod up. ¢ : 
Ver. 3. —5 A. V.: governor. But it is not the same word which is elsewhere rendered “ governor.’’ At ii. 12, it is 


mpoorarns (cf. Ecclus. xlv. 24; 2Mace. iii. 4); at iii. 21, carpdnns. Here it is éapxos, and it seemed best to transfer the 
word to avoid confusion. Of. also ver. 29; vii. 1, 27. : 
Ver. 4.—%A.V.: appointment. 7 perform all the other things. 
the article before oixodojor. To these authorities II. may be added. 
Ver. 5.—°A. V.: Nevertheless. 1° obtained (Gr., éxxocav). [ 4 
Ver. 6. —11 A. V.: such time as signification was given unto Darius (Gr., aroonuavOjvar A.). 
Ver. 7.— 12 A. V.: The. 18 letters which Sisinnes, governor....and Sathrabuzanes.... wrote and sent unto 
Darius Instead of améorevAav, III. XI. 58. 64, 248. Ald. have sought to avoid the awkwardness of the construction by 
putting this verb in the singular. Other MSS. (19. 108.) make the other verb plural. 


8 perform. Fritzsche receives from III. 19. 44. 
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cc fe hes ie er UU Pn 
8 To king Darius, greeting. Let all things be known unto our lord the king, that 
having! come into the country of Judea, and entered into the city of Jerusalem, 
we found in the city of Jerusalem the elders? of the Jews that were of the captiv- 
9 ity, building a house unto the Lord, great and new, of hewn stones, and costly 

10 timbers laid in® the walls, and these operations rapidly advancing,* and the work 
going ® on prosperously in their bands, and with all glory and diligence brought to 

11 completion. Then asked we these elders, saying, By whose order’ build you 

12 this house, and lay the foundations of these works? Therefore to the intent that 
we might make known to thee, and note down for thee*® the chief actors, we also 

18 required® of them the names in writing of their principal men. But” they gave us 

14 this answer, We are the servants of the Lord who ™ made heaven and earth. And 
as for this house, 7¢ was builded many years ago by a king of Israel great and 

15 strong, and was finished. And” when our fathers provoked God unto wrath, and 
sinned against the Lord of Israel who * is in heaven, he gave them over into the 

16 power of Nabuchodonosor king of Babylon, of the Chaldees, who pulled down the 

17 house, and burnt 7¢, and carried away the people captives unto Babylon. But in 
the first year that king Cyrus reigned over the country of Babylon, Cyrus the king 

18 wrote to build * this house. And the holy vessels of gold and of silver, that Na- 
buchodonosor had carried away out of the house at Jerusalem, and had deposited * 
them in his ** temple, those Cyrus the king brought forth again out of the temple 
at Babylon, and they were delivered to Zorobabel and to Sanabassarus the eparch.” 

19 And it was required of him and he carried away all these vessels ** in order to put 

' them in the temple at Jerusalem ; and that the temple of the Lord should be built 

20 on the ® place. Then that ” Sanabassarus, having *4 come hither, laid the founda- 
tions of the house of the Lord at Jerusalem ; and from that time to this being still a 

21 building, it is not yet finished.” Now therefore, if it seem good unto the king, let 

22 search be made in the depository of archives * of king Cyrus in Babylon; and if 
it be found that the building of the house of the Lord at Jerusalem hath been 
done with the consent of king Cyrus, and if our lord the king be so minded, let 
him inform us concerning these things.” 

23 Then commanded king Darius to seek among the archives deposited ** at Baby- 
lon; and” at Ecbatana the castle, which is in the country of Media, there was 
found a roll wherein the following was * recorded. 

24° In the first year of the reign of Cyrus, king Cyrus commanded that the house of 
the Lord at Jerusalem should ® be built again, where they do sacrifice with contin- 

25 ual fire; whose height should be sixty cubits, and the breadth sixty cubits, with 
three rows of hewn stones, and one row of new wood of that country; and the ex- 

26 penses thereof to be given out of the house of king Cyrus; and that the holy vessels 
of the house of the Lord, both of gold and silver, that Nabuchodonosor took out of 
the house at Jerusalem and brought to Babylon, should be restored to the house at 

27 Jerusalem, and be deposited * in the place where they were before. But®* he com- 


Ver. 8.—1A. V.: being. 2 ancients. 

Ver. 9.—3 A. V.: and costly stones and the timber already laid upon. 

Ver. 10.—4 A. V.: And those works are done with great speed. 5 goeth. 8 ts it made (Gr., cvvreAovpeva). 

Ver. 11.—7 A. V,: commandment (@r., rpoordgay ros — ver. 4, cvvraé. — order, commission). 

Ver. 12.—8 A. V.: give knowledge unto thee by writing (Gr., yywpicar cor Kat ypaat gor). 9 we demanded of 
them who were the chief doers, and we required. 

Ver. 138.—10 A. V.: So. 11 which, Ver. 15.—2 A. V.: But, 18 which. 

Ver. 17.—“ A. V.: build up. Ver. 18.— 15 A. V.: set. 16 his own. 17 ruler. 


Ver. 19.—18 A. V.: with commandment that he should carry away (for Kat anjveyke, XI. 52. 58. 64. and others with 
Ald, have amevéyxavrt ; 19. 108. have the verb in the infinitive) the same vessels, etc. 19 in his (Gr., ém rod rémov ; 
44, 58. 71. 106. 120. 121. 184. 286. add adrod). ’ j 

Ver. 20.—*° A, V.: the same (Codd. III. XI. 19. 44. 248. with Ald. have the demonstrative pronoun after the proper 
name. 21 being. 22 fully ended. 

Ver. 21.—*5 A. V.: among the records, etc. (marg., rolls; Gr., év rots BaouAcKors BiBALodvaAakiots). 24 omits in Baby- 
lon. These words are received by Fritzsche from XI. 19. 44. Syr. Old Lat. Vulg. To these I. is to be added. (Cod. II. 
has the singular mistake, however, of writing xv, i. €., kupiov, for kupov. Codd. 64. 119. with Ald. make the same mis- 
take. Ver. 22.— 25 A. V.: signify unto us thereof. 

Ver. 28.— 26 A. V.: records. 27 and so. *8 Ecbatane . .. . palace (Gr., 7 Bapec). 29 these things were. In 
IM, XI. 44. BactAccots was inserted before B.BAvop., and for romos the first and last have téuos. This was also the read- 
ing adopted by the A.V., and is probably from the Aldine text, as the Rom. ed., the Vulgate, and the Bishop’s Bible all 
read roros. In the margin of A, V. is: “ Or, rolls, ver. 23.” See Com. Codd. II. 55. 19. 108. omit eis after témo0s. 

Ver, 24.— 30 A. V.; shall. é Ver. 26. — 51 A. V.: set. Ver. 27. —82 A. V.: And also. 
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manded that Sisinnes the eparch* of Syria and Phoenice, and Sathrabuzanes, and 
their companions, and those who” were appointed rulers in Syria and Pheenice, 
should be careful to keep aloof from ®* the place, and‘ suffer Zorobabel, the servant 
of the Lord and eparch of Judza,® and the elders of the Jews, to build that ® house 
of the Lord on the’ place. And* I have commanded also to have it built to com- 
pletion ;° and that they look diligently to help those that be of the captivity of the 
Jews, till the house of the Lord be finished; and that” out of the tribute of Coe- 
lesyria and Pheenice a portion be carefully ™ given these men for the sacrifices of 
the Lord, that ts, to Zorobabel the eparch,” for bullocks, and rams, and lambs; and 
also wheat,’* and salt, and“ wine, and oil, continually © every year without ques- 
tion,” according as the priests that are” in Jerusalem shall signify to be daily spent ; 
that drink-offerings ** may be made to the most high God for the king and his children, 
and that they may pray for their lives. And J command that orders be given that 
whosoever transgresses or annuls any of the things prescribed, out of his own pos- 
sessions wood be taken and he be hanged thereon, and his goods be for the king.” 
And may * the Lord therefore, whose name has there been *! called upon, utterly 
destroy every king and nation, that stretcheth out his hand to hinder or damage ™ 
that house of the Lord in Jerusalem. I Darius the king have decreed it, let it be 
carried out accordingly * with diligence. 





28 
29 
30 
31 


32 


33 
34 


aa 27. —1 A.V: governor. 2 which. 3 not to meddle with. 4but. 5 governor of Judea. 6 the, Tin 
at. 

Ver. 28. —8 A. V. omits And (so III. and Junius). 9 up whole again. 

Ver. 29.—10 A. V. omits that. carefully tobe. 1 governor. 

Ver. 30.— 33 A. V.: corn. 14 omits and. 15 and that continually. 18 further question. 17 be. 

Ver. 31.— 18 A. Y.: offerings (Gr., ovovdat; so, too, marg. of A. V., ‘‘ drink-offerings ’’). 

Ver. 32. — 19 A. Y.: And he commanded that whosoever should transgress, yea, or make light of any thing afore 


spoken or written, out of his own house should a tree (Gr., €vAov) be taken, and he thereon be hanged, and all his goods 
seized for the king (Gr., elvar Baotdrxd ; 19. 108., cis BactArka). For mpoordfat, the Codd. III. XI. 49. with others, and 
Ald. have mpoceraéev, but the former is undoubtedly the original form (see Co7.). 

Ver. 38. — 9 A. V., omits And may (Gr., Kat... . apavicat). 21 is there. 
according unto these things it be done. 


22 endamage. 23 ordered that 


Cuarrer VI. 


Ver. 1. Aggeus, 7. ¢., Haggai (Hag. i. 1; 
Zech. i. 1). —Z. was not the son but grandson of 
Addo (Tddo,-Ez. v. 1).— In Judea and Jerusa- 
lem. The Jews dwelling here are spoken of in 
distinction from those found elsewhere, especially 
in Babylon. —’Enpopfrevoev. For the peculiar- 
ity of the augment, see Winer, p. 71. Cf. also, 
Matt. xi. 13; Jude 14.— Against the Jews, ém 
rovs ‘lovdalovs. The preposition has the force of 


the Hebrew by in a hostile sense. —’Em) r@ dvé- 


part. For the force of the preposition, see Wi- 
ner, p. 394; Robinson’s Lex. under dvoua; Butt- 
mann, pp. 183, 184, 330, 337. 

Ver. 3. Sisinnes. The LXX. has Thanthanai 
and the Uebrew (Ez. v. 3), Tatnai.—- Of Syria 
and Phenice. The description is more definite 
than that of the canonical book, and is but one of 
many illustrations of our compiler’s partiality for 
explanation. 

Ver. 5. Had visited, émicxomis yevouerns. Cf. 

- Luke i. 68, in the Greek and the A. V. 

‘Ver. 7. Which he wrote and they sent. 
On such a change of subject, see Winer, p. 632. 
Cf. Textual Notes. 

Ver. 9. The dividing, not the main walls, are 
meant. Keil understands by it the beams for the 
floors. 

Ver. 15. Provoked God, rapamixpdvayres. The 
word is not elsewhere found in the Apocrypha, but 
occurs at Heb. iii. 16, did provoke (A. V.). So 


also in the LXX. at Ps. Ixvi. 7 ; lxviii. 7, for TID 
and at Ps. evi. 7, 43, for 179. 
Ver. 18. Following most of the MSS. and old 





(Cf. Ez. v.-vi. 12.) 


translations we render “ Zorobabel and Sanabas- 
sarus,” although obviously only one person can 
have been meant. See Ez. vy. 14-16 and vers. 27, 
29, below. Probably the word Zorobabel was first 
introduced as a gloss on the margin, and after- 
wards through an inadvertence found its way into 
the text. Cf. v. 40. 

Ver. 23. Ecbatana. It was the capital of 
Cyrus and occupied as a summer residence by 
the Persian kings after his time. Cf. Xen., Cyr., 
viii. 6, 22; Anab., iii. 5, 16; Winer’s Realwér- 
terb.; Schenkel’s Bib. Lex., ad voc. ; and Rawlin- 
son’s Ancient Mon., ti. 262-269. — A roll. This was 
probably from parchment. At Jer. xxxvi. 23, it 
is said that a knife was necessary to destroy the 
roll there spoken of. The reading of Codd. 
IIL. 44. harmonizes better with the context and 
with the Hebrew, and the mistake of writing 
réros for réuos might easily have been made by 
a copyist. 

Ver. 24. They sacrifice, émiOvovc:. The force 
of the present, in this case, is to indicate a future 
action as something as good as already present. 
See Winer, p. 265.’ 

Ver. 25. With three rows of hewn stones 
and one row of new wood. ‘The idea seems to 
be that to every three rows, or courses, of stone 
there was one of wood. The Hebrew word trans- 


‘lated here and in the LXX. déuos (7372) occurs 


nowhere else in the Bible. By some it is rendered 
stories, thus making it refer to the height rather 
than the thickness of the walls. 

Ver. 27. But he, 7. e., Darius. In the Hebrew 
the narrative is at this point changed from the 
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indirect to the direct. The decree of Darius was, 
perhaps, thought of as included in that of Cyrus, 
or else the translator carelessly hurried along, 
without noticing that the subject had changed, 
nntil he came to the following verse. In the Jat- 
ter case he is guilty of an anachronism, since, if 
Cyrus had given these directions to Tatnai and 


of the king. See 1 Mace. vii. 33; xii. 11; Jos., 
Antigq., xii. 2, § 6. 

Ver. 32. The reading mpooératey probably 
arose from the supposed difficulty of the con- 
struction. But the compiler seems to have 
brought along the force of éréraga of ver. 28 to 


this point. —Hanged. The Hebrew word *\pt 


his companions, why were they making such in- 
quiries # 

Ver. 31. Pray for their lives. It is a fact 
that subsequently offerings were made on behalf 


might properly be translated crucified. It was a 
common punishment among the Persians. In- 
stead of kpeuacOjva, the LXX. has mAnynoera. 
But the reading rayhoerat is also well supported. 








CHarter VII. 


1 Tuen Sisinnes the eparch? of Celesyria and Pheenice, and Sathrabuzanes, with 
2 their companions, following the orders ? of king Darius, more earnestly encouraged ® 

the holy works, assisting the elders* of the Jews and governors of the temple. 
3 And so the holy works prospered, through the prophesying of the prophets Aggzeus 
4 and Zacharias.’ And they finished these things by the commandment of the Lord God 
of Israel, and with the consent of Cyrus and® Darius and Artaxerxes, kings of 
Persia. And thus was the holy” house finished in the three and twentieth day of 
the month Adar, in the sixth year of Darius king of the Persians. And the chil- 
dren of Israel, and® the priests, and the Levites, and the rest® that were of the 
captivity, who had joined them,” did according to the things written in the book of 
7 Moses. And for” the dedication of the temple of the Lord they offered an hun- 
8 dred bullocks, two hundred rams, four hundred lambs; goats for the sin of all 
9 Israel, twelve in number, according to the twelve tribal chiefs of Israel.’ The 
priests also and the Levites stood arrayed tn their vestments, according to their 
tribes, prepared for “the services of the Lord God of Israel, according to the book 
of Moses, and the porters at every gate. 

And the children of Israel that were of the captivity held the passover the four- 
teenth day of the first month, after that’ the priests and the Levites were sancti- 
fied. ‘They that were of the captivity were not all sanctified together; but the 
Levites were all sanctified together.° And so they offered the passover for all 
them of the captivity, and for their brethren the priests, and for themselves. And 
the children of Israel that came out of the captivity did eat, even all they that had 
separated themselves from the abominations of the people of the land, and sought 
the Lord. And they kept the feast of unleavened bread seven days, with joy” 
before the Lord, for that he had turned the counsel of the king of Assyria towards 
them, to strengthen their hands for the work ** of the Lord God of Israel. 


SO Or 


14 
15 


Ver.1.—1A.V.: governor. Codd. IIT. 19. 44. 55. 64. 71. 74. 106. 108. 119. 120. 121. 184. 286. 245. 248. Ald. have the 
article before émapxos. 2A, V.: commandments. . 
Ver. 2.—% A. V.: did very carefully oversee (Gr., éreardrouy .. . . émuneAéotepov). 

Ver. 8.—5 A. V.: when Aggeus and Zacharias the prophets prophesied. 

Ver. 4.—° A. V., omits and. Fritzsche adds to the verse, ews tod éxtov érovs Aapeiov Baothéws Mepoav, from III. XI. 
52. al. Syr. Old Lat. Cf. ver. 5. 

Ver. 5. —7 A. V.: The words 6 dytos are omitted by II. 19. 44., and some others, with the Old Lat. Vulg. 

Ver. 6.—8 A. V., omitsand. 9% other (@Gr. ot Aorrol). 10 that were added unto them (Gr., mpoorebévtes). 

Ver. 7.—U A. V.: to. 

Ver. 8. —12 A. V.: and twelve goats for the sin of all Israel, according to the number of the chief of the tribes of 
Israel. For é« r&v pvddpxwv, 19. 108. Old Lat. and Vulg. read rév dvdAdv, and were followed by the Bishop’s Bible, 
but not by the edition of 1611, which seems to have taken here the Aldine (and Rom.) edition of the LXX. as guide. 
In the margin it recognizes the existence of such a reading (Or, tribes). Ihave connected mpds apiOucv with x.udpovs, 
according to the pointing of Fritzsche’s text (see Com.). 

Ver. 9. —15 A. Y.: in their vestments (not italicized). 

Ver. 10. —15 For ore, III. XI. 44. 248. Ald. have 67e. 

Ver. 11.—16 Fritzsche omits the whole of this verse excepting “ together with these (A. V., ‘for all them’) of the 
captivity ” separating the same from ver. 10 only by a comma. The passage is doubtless corrupt. The thought is not 
found in the Hebrew original (see Com.). 

Ver. 14.—%7 A. V.: making merry. 18 in the works (Gr., émi ra épya). 


4 ancients. 


14 according to their kindreds, in. 
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Ver. 4. And Artaxerxes. The person meant, 
as is indicated by the order of words, is the king 
who reigned after Darius, that is, Artaxerxes 
Longimanus. But, as the temple was completed 
before his accession to the throne, how can it be 
said to have been done by his commandment 2 
It might be held, with Michaelis, Fritzsche, and 
others, that, inasmuch as he contributed by his 
edicts (cf. viii. 9 f., and Ez. vii. 13-20) to the 
subsequent beautifying of the temple, there was 
no impropriety in the introduction of his name. 

Ver.5. Month Adar. It corresponded nearly 
with the present month of March. The Hebrew 
has the third, instead of the twenty-third. It is 
likely that the compiler made the change because 
it seemed to him more fitting to presuppose that 
the festival of the dedication should last eight 
days (1 Kings viii. 66; 2 Chron. xxix. 17); and 
so, too, the last eight days of the year be filled 
out. We are indebted to Bertheau for this sug- 
gestion, although he was led by the same reason 
to just the opposite conclusion ; namely, that on 
these grounds the translator would not have made 
the change from three to twenty-three, and hence 
the latter must be regarded as the original date. 

Ver.'7. And for the dedication. For the 
theological significance of the word éyxaivlqw, see 
Cremer’s Lex., ad vec. He gives as its meaning, 
“to do something new with something new.” De- 
litzsch on Heb. ix. 18 explains it as follows: “ sol- 
emnly to set forth something newas such, and to give 
it over to use, to cause it to enter into operation.” 

Ver. 8. Goats for the sins of all Israel, 
twelve in number, according to. The construc- 
tion of the Greek is somewhat peculiar: xiudpous 
brép auaptias maytbs Tod "I. ddHdexa mpds apiOudy, 
éx Tay puddpxey, etc. Trendelenberg (Eichhorn’s 
Eiinleit. in d. Apok. Schrift., p. 366) would strike 
out the é«, and make ray gvAdpxwy immediately 
dependent on épi@udy; but there is almost no 
manuscript authority for such a change. On the 
force of this preposition with the genitive, as here 
found, cf. Winer, p. 366.. 

Ver. 9. Our book differs considerably from the 
Hebrew at this point. Cf. Ez. vi. 16, and above, 
1 2. 

. Wer. 11. I have left the A. V. as found, but 

would prefer to render according to Fritzsche’s 
’ text, in which the words 47: jyvicOnoay, br ot 
Aevira ua mdvres fyyvicOnoay are omitted. The 











(Cf. Ez. vi.) 


first two are not found in 58.71.; and the re- 
mainder are omitted in 52. 64. 74. 106. 119. 120. 
121. 134. 236. 248., with Ald. It would then 
read, leaving ver. 10 as it is, ver. 11: “together 
with all the children of the captivity.” With the 
reading ovx for the first d71,— supported by 55. 
19. 108., Syr., Old Lat., Vulg.,—the passage 
might, however, be rendered: and all the sons of 
the captivity were not sanctified, because all the 
Levites were sanctified together ; the meaning being 
that the others were not sanctified in the same 
sense and degree as the Levites. In the Hebrew 
a distinction seems, in fact, to be made between 
the purity of the Levites and that of the priests, 
in favor of the former. It may be that this is the 
thought which is floating somewhat indefinitely 
before the mind of the translator. 

Ver. 12. The Levites offered it. 

Ver. 15. King of Assyria. We might have 
expected, rather, “king of Persia.” But Darius 
had received the kingdom of Assyria, together 
with Palestine, as an inheritance, and so had 
come into such intimate relations with the Jews. 
Assyria, too, as one of the great powers of the 
world, was, as a matter of course, more promi- 
nently before the mind of the writer, and it was 
rather a complimentary title than otherwise when 
thus applied to Darius. Cyrus is called by 
Herodotus (i. 206) “king of the Medes.” 

Justin Martyr, in his dialogue with Trypho, 
(c. Ixxii.) cites a passage from the present history 
which, if genuine, belongs at this point. It is 
as follows: “ And Esdras said to the people: 
‘ This passover is our savior and our refuge. And 
if you give heed to this point, and lay it to heart, 
that we shall humble him on a cross, and, if after- 
wards we hope in him, then shall this place not be 
wasted for ever, saith the God of hosts. But if 
you do not believe him, nor heed his message, so 
shall you become the derision of the heathen.” 
Justin claims that the Jews had removed the pas- 
sage from the book. But, in the first place, it is 
evident that Ezra did not participate in this feast, 
not having come to Jerusalem till afterwards, 
while at the following one he said nothing at all 
about the passover. And, second, the passage 
appears in no extant MS. or translation of our 
book, nar is it to be found in Josephus. Prob- 
ably some Christian copyist made the addition, 
and it was accepted as genuine by Justin. 





Cuapter VIII. 


1  Anp after these things, when Artaxerxes the king of the Persians reigned, came 
up Esdras the son of Sareas, the son of Ezerias, the son of Chelcias,” the son of 
2 Salemus, the son. of Sadducus, the son of Achitob, the son of Amarias, the son of 
Ozias, the son of Mareroth, the son of Zarwas, the son of Savias, the son of Bocea, 


Ver. 1.—1Some MSS. have éori after rovtwy (IL., eoriv), and afterwards mpooeBy (rendered in A. v. ‘© came ?’), 
We drop, with Fritzsche, the former. Cf. ver. 5. For *Agapaiov this eritic reads, with ITI. 19. 44., Sapaiov (Sareeas ; 


A. V., Saraias), and for Zéxpiov, with IIL. 44., ’E¢ypiov. 


2 We group together here, for convenience, all the names of 


hhapter whose orthography we have changed: (ver. 1) Helchiah, Salum, Sadduc ; (ver. 2) Memeroth, Zaraias, 
mee dec ; (ver. 29) Be icles, Pharez; (ver. 81) Pahath M., Zaraias ; (ver. 82) Zathoe, vomnriast ; (ver. 33) 
Josias ; (ver. 86) Banid, Assalimoth ; (ver. 38) Johannes ; (ver. 39) Eliphalet, Samaias ; (ver. 42) Iduel ; (ver. 44) Mi 
“maias, Eunatan ; (ver. 45) Saddeus ; (ver. 46) Daddeus ; (ver. 47) Moli, Asebebia ; (ver. 48) Asebia, Osaias, Channuneus ; 
(ver. 54) Esebrias, Assanias ; (ver. a. Marmoth, Ivi; (ver. 63) Sabban ; (ver. 69) Canaanites, Hittites. 
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the son of Abisuai, the son of Phinees, the son of Eleazar, the son’ of Aaron the 
8 chief priest. This Esdras went up from Babylon, as a scribe, being very ready 
4 in the law of Moses, that was given by the God of Israel. And the king did him 
5 honor, he having found grace in his sight in all his requests. There went up 
with him also some! of the children of Israel, and? of the priests, and Leyvites,? 
6 and holy ¢ singers, and® porters, and ministers of the temple, unto Jerusalem, in 
the seventh year of the reign of Artaxerxes, in the fifth month ; this was the king’s 
seventh ° year: for they went from Babylon on” the first day of the first month, 
and came to Jerusalem, according to the prosperous journey which the Lord gave 
7 them on his account.6 For Esdras had much® skill, so that he omitted nothing of 
the law and commandments of the Lord, in teaching ® all Israel ordinances™ and 
8 judgments. Now the copy of the commission, which was written from Artaxerxes 
the king, and came to Esdras the priest and reader of the law of the Lord, is this 
that followeth : — 
9 King Artaxerxes unto Esdras the priest and reader of the law of the Lord send- 
10 eth greeting: And” haying determined to deal graciously, I have given order, 
that such of the nation of the Jews, and of the priests and Levites, being within our 
11 realm, as are willing and desirous, should go with thee unto Jerusalem. As many 
therefore as have a mind thereunto, let them depart with thee, as it hath seemed 
12 good both to me and my seven friends the counsellors; that they may look unto 
the affairs of Judea and Jerusalem, agreeably to that which is in the law of the 
13 Lord; and carry gifts * unto the Lord of Israel™ to Jerusalem, which I and my 
friends have vowed, and all the gold and silver that in the country of Babylon may 
14 be found, to the Lord in Jerusalem, with that also which has been given by the 
nation for the temple of the Lord their God at Jerusalem ; and that silver and gold 
be ™ collected for bullocks, and'* rams, and lambs, and things thereunto appertain- 
15 ing, to the end that they may offer sacrifices unto the Lord upon the altar of the 
16 Lord their God, which is in Jerusalem. And whatsoever thou and thy brethren 
17 will do with the silver and gold, that do, according to the will of thy God. And 
the holy vessels of the Lord, which are given thee for the use of the temple of thy 
18 God, which is in Jerusalem, thou shalt set before thy God; and whatsoever 
thing else thou shalt remember for the use of the temple of thy God, thou shalt 
19 give 7 out of the king’s treasury. And I king Artaxerxes moreover,” have  com- 
manded the keepers of the treasures in Syria and Pheenice, that whatsoever Esdras 
the priest and the reader of the law of the most high God shall require,” they 
20 should give i him diligently, to the sum of an hundred talents of silver, likewise 
also of wheat to an hundred cors, and an hundred measures of wine, and salt 
21 in abundance. Let all things be performed after the law of God diligently unto 
the most high God, that wrath come not upon the kingdom of the king and his sons. 
22 And be it understood by you also that ye are to ™ require no tax, nor any other im- 
position,” of any of the priests, or Levites, or holy singers, or porters, or ministers 
of the temple, or of any that have doings in this temple, and that no man have © 
21 authority to impose any thing upon them. And thou, Esdras, according to the wis- 
dom of God appoint” judges and justices, that they may judge in all Syria and 


\ 

Vers. 4,5.—1A.V.: for he found(19. 108) . . . . certain (Gr., é« rar). 2 omits and. 8 priests, of the L. 
41L., of the holy. 5 omits and. 

Ver. 6.—® A. V.: Instead of €8Somos, IT. has 6 Sedtepos. 7A. V.: in. 8A. V.: gave to him (ém’ avira is omitted 
by III. XI. 44, 52. 58. 64, 71. 74. 248, and others, with Ald). : 

Ver. 7.—° A. V.: very great (Gr., roAAjv). 10 but taught (Gr., duddéar). 1 the ordinances. 
ke ae MA. V.: omits And (with 44. 58. 71. 74. 106. and others. For xat rav 8¢ IIT. XI. 44. have dvrwy 38 avTav 

see Com.). 

Ver. 18.—18 A. V.: the gifts. 14 The words rod ‘Igp. are left out in II. 19. 55. 108. Syr. 1b A. V.; can. 

Ver. 14.— 18 A. V.; is given of the people. 17 may be. 18 omits and. 

Ver. 17.—19 A, V.: The words, “ thou shalt set before thy God,” are omitted in II. TIT. 44. Old Lat. Syr. We retain 
them, however, with Fritzsche, and strike out simply ‘‘in Jerusalem,’? with which the verse in the A. V. closes. It was 
probably repeated by mistake from the previous line. Cod. IT. omits also nearly all of the eighteenth verse (see Com.). 

Ver. 19.— 0 A. V.: omits moreover. Fritzsche receives 5¢ (for iSov) from III. XI. 19, 44. Old Lat. Syr. 21 have 
also, ™ send for (@r., iva doa édv arooteiAy = iva bea av arooteiAas aitjon). 23 A. V.: with speed (Gr., émpedds). 

Ver. 20.— 4 A. V.: even to. 25 pieces. °6 other things. For dAda, of the text. rec., we adopt aAa from 106. 
121. 184, 236. Old Lat. Cod. II. had this also in the original text, but later a second A was introduced. 

Ver. 22.—-27 A. V.: ITcommand you also that ye. 8 Fritzsche adopts émvBoAy from 245. Syr. Old Lat. Vulg. The« 
text. rec, has émuBovdy. Ver, 23. — 9 A. V.: ordain (Gr., avaSergov). 


1 ESDRAS. 99 
ee eee re ee on ae ae 
Pheenice all those that know the law of thy God; and those that know ¢# not thou 
24 shalt teach. _And whosoever shall transgress the law of thy God, and of the king, 
shall be punished promptly and rigorously,! whether ¢¢ be by death, or other pun- 
_ ishment, either * by fine or imprisonment.* 
25 And Esdras, the scribe, said, Blessed alone be the Lord* God of my fathers, who 
hath put these things into the heart of the king, to glorify his house that is in Jeru- 
26 salem ; and hath honored me in the sight of the king, and his counsellors, and all 
27 his friends and nobles. And I was® encouraged by the help of the Lord my God, 
and gathered together out of Israel men ® to go up with me. 
28 And these are the chief according to their father’s houses’ and family divisions,® 
29 that went up with me from Babylon in the reign of king Artaxerxes: of the sons 
of Phinees, Gerson; of the sons of Ithamar, Gamaliel; of the sons of David, 
30 Attus the son of Sechenias; of the sons of Phoros, Zacharias, and with him were 
31 counted an hundred and fifty men; of the sons of Phaath Moab, Eliaonias, the son 
32 of Zarzas, and with him two hundred men; of the sons of Zathoes, Sechenias the son 
of Jezelus, and with him three hundred men ; of the sons of Adin, Obeth, the son 
33 of Jonathas, and with him two hundred and fifty men ; of the sons of Elam, Jesias 
34 son of Gotholias, and with him seventy men; of the sons of Saphatias, Zaraias 
35 son of Michaelus, and with him threescore and ten men; of the sons of Joab, Aba- 
36 dias, son of Jezelus, and with him two hundred and twelve men; of the sons of 
Banias, Salimoth, son of Josaphias, and with him an hundred and threescore men ; 
37 of the sons of Babi, Zacharias son of Bebai, and with him twenty and eight men; 
38 of the sons of Astath, Joannes son of Acatan, and with him an hundred and ten men ; 
39 of the sons of Adonicam, the last, and these are the names of them, Eliphala son of 
40 Jeiiel, and Sameas, and with them seventy men; of the sons of Bago, Uthi the son 
of Istalcurus, and with him seventy men. 
41 And these I gathered together at® the river called Theras, where we pitched our 
42 tents three days; and I inspected” them. And™ when I found” there none of the 
43 priests and Levites, I sent! unto Eleazar, and Iduelus, and Maia,’* and Masman, 
44 and Alnathan, and Samzas,and Joribus, and Nathan, Ennatan, Zacharias, and 
45 Mosollamus, principal men and learned. And I bade them go” unto Loddzus, 
46 who was chief at?® the place of the treasury ; and gave them commission to ar- 
range with Loddeus,” and with * his brethren, and with” the treasurers in that 
place, to send us such men as might execute the priests’ office in the house of the 
47 Lord. And by the mighty hand of our Lord they brought unto us instructed ” men 
of the sons of Mooli the son of Levi, the son of Israel, Asebebias, and his sons, and 
48 his brethren, who were eighteen. And Asebias, and Annuus, and Oszas his 
49 brother, of the sons of Chanuneus, and their sons, were twenty men. And of the 
servants of the temple whom David and the principal men had appointed * for the 
service of the Levites, to wit, the servants of the temple, two hundred and twenty ; 
50 the catalogue of all their” names was shown.” And there I vowed a fast unto the 
young men before our Lord, to desire of him a prosperous journey both for us and 
51 them that were with us, for our children, and cattle ;*4 for I was ashamed to ask 
of the king footmen, and horsemen, and escort for safety” against our adversaries. 
52 For we had said unto the king, that the power of our Lord would” be with them 
58 that seek him, to support them in all their ways.” And again we besought our 
Lord as touching all** these things, and found him favorable unto us. 
Ver. 24.—1A. V.: diligently (émeAds). This rendering did not seem sufficiently strong to suit the context. 
2 A. V. omits either. 3 by penalty of money or by imprisonment (see Com.). 
Ver. 25. —4 A. V.: Then said Esdras the scribe, Blessed be the only Lord. 
Ver. 27.—5 A. Y.: Therefore was I. 6 men of Israel. 
Ver. 283. —7 A. V.: their families (Gr., ras marpids avra@v). 8 several dignities (rds weprSapxias ; cf. Com. ati. 5). 
Ver. 41.—°9 A. V.: to. 10 then I surveyed. 
Ver. 42. —11 A. V.: But. 2 had found. 18 then sent I. 
Ver. 43. —14 A. V.: The words “and Maia” are omitted by II. III. XI. and A. V. (see Com.). 
Ver. 45.—15 A. V.: that they should go. 16 L. the captain who was in. 


Ver. 46. —17 A. V.: commanded them that they should speak unto Daddeus. 18 to. 19 to. 
Ver. 47 —20 A. V.: skillful (Gr., émuorjovas, rendered ‘learned ”’ in ver. 44). 


Ver. 49. —21 A. V.: had ordained, and the principal men. 22 whose. 23 shewed. 

Ver. 50.— 4 A. V.: for the cattle. Ver. 51. —25 A. V.: ask the king . . . . conduct for safeguard. 

Ver. 52.25 A. V.: the Lord our God should. % Gr., cis racav éravép$wawv. It might be rendered also, “ for all 
restoration.”’ 


Ver. 58. —28 A. Y. omits all. For mdvra III. XI. 44. and others with Old Lat. Vulg. Ald. have card. 
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54 And! I separated twelve men from the chiefs of the families of the priests,’ 
55 Eserebias, and Assamias, and ten men of their brethren with them; and I weighed 
them the silver and the gold, and the holy vessels of the house of our Lord, just 

56 as the king, and his counsellors,* and the princes, and all Israel, had given. And 
having weighed 7, I delivered unto them six hundred and fifty talents of sil- 
ver, and silver vessels of the worth of an* hundred talents, and an hundred talents 

57 of gold, and twenty golden vessels, and twelve vessels of brass, even of fine brass, 

58 glittering like gold. And I said unto them, Both you are holy unto the Lord, and 
the vessels are holy, and the gold and the silver is an offering ° unto the Lord, the 

59 Lord of our fathers. Watch ye, and keep them till ye deliver them to the chiefs of 
the families of the priests and Levites, and to the principal men of the families of 

60 Israel, in Jerusalem, in © the chambers of the house of our God. And" the priests 
and the Levites received ® the silver and the gold and the vessels that had been in 
Jerusalem, and brought them ® into the temple of the Lord. 

61 And from our leaving the river Theras” the twelfth day of the first month, 
until we came to Jerusalem by the mighty hand of our Lord, which was over us,” 
he delivered us from the attack of every enemy; and so we came to Jerusalem. 

62 And when we had been there three days, the gold and silver was weighed and * 
delivered in the house of our Lord on the fourth day unto Marmothi a” priest 

63 the son of Urias; and with him was Eleazar the son of Phinees, and with them were 
Josabdus the son of Jesus and Moeth the son of Sabannus, Levites ; all was delivered 

64 them by number and weight. And all the weight of them was recorded “ the same 

65 hour. Moreover they that had come out of the captivity offered sacrifices * unto 

66 the Lord God of Israel, even twelve bullocks for all Israel, fourscore and sixteen 
rams, threescore and twelve lambs, goats for a peace offering, twelve; all of them a 

67 sacrifice to the Lord. And they delivered the king’s commandments unto the 
king’s stewards, and to the eparchs ** of Ceelesyria and Pheenice; and they honored 
the nation and the temple of the Lord.” ; 

68, 69 And?® when these things were done, the rulers came unto me, and said, The 
nation of Israel, and® the princes, and * the priests and the Levites, have not put 
away from them the strange nations of the land, nor their™ pollutions; they have 
not separated themselves from the Gentiles, to wit, from™ the Chananites, and 
Chettites, and Pheresites, and * Jebusites, and Moabites, and Egyptians, and 

70 Edomites. For both they and their sons have married with their daughters, and 
the holy seed has become mixed with the strange nations” of the land; and from 
the beginning of thts matter the rulers and the great men have been partakers of 

71 this iniquity. And as soon as I had heard these things, I rent my clothes, and the 
holy garment, and plucked out * hair from my head” and beard, and sat me down 

72 sad and very heavy. And all they that were at any time ” moved at the word 
-of the Lord God of Israel assembled unto me, whilst I mourned for the iniquity ; 

73 and I remained sitting *® full of heaviness until the evening sacrifice. And havin 
risen up” from the fast with my clothes and the holy garment rent, I bowed my ® 

74 knees, and stretching forth my hands unto the Lord, I said, 


Ver. 54.—1A.V.: Then. ? of the chief of the priests (Gr., rdv duddpywv —cf. vii. 8—dv icpéwv). Nearly 
all the MSS., including II., have déxa instead of 5é8exa in the last clause. 
Ver. 55.—® A. V.: which (For & of the teat. rec. we have adopted, with Fritzsche, odtws és. II. I. XI. 44. 52, 


and eight others, with Ald., read otrws, after which ws seems to have fallen out) . . . . his council. 
Ver. 56.—4 A. V.; when I had weighed ... . vessels an. Ver. 58. —5 A. V.: ts a vow (Gr., edx7). 
Ver. 59.—® A. V.: chief of the priests . . . . into (see ver. 54 and vii. 8). 
Ver. 60.—7 A. V.: So. 8 who had received. ® brought them unto Jerusalem into the temple of the 


Lord (see Com.). The Greek is, ra cxevy 7a. év ‘I. elovjveykay eis, ete. The Codd. II. 55. 19. 108. leave off the preposition 
from the verb. The Codd. 19. 108. have, instead of this arrangement, cis ‘Iep. after the verb. 

Ver. 61.—1 A. V.: from the river T. we departed. 11 We have, for the sake of clearness, reconstructed 
the verse, the A. Y. being: first month, and came to J. by the mighty hand of our Lord which was with us: and from 
the beginning of our journey the Lord delivered us from every enemy, etc. 

Ver 62.— A. V.: that was weighed was. 18 Mammoth, the. 

Ver. 64.—14 A. V.: written up. Ver. 65.— 15 A. V.: were come... . sacrifice. 

Ver. 67.—16 A. V.: governors. 17 peopleand.... God (@eov, 64. 248. Ald.). 

Ver. 68. — 18 A. V.: Now. 

Ver. 69. aa Ak omits and. * omits and. 21 people of . . . . nor the. 22 of the Gentiles, to wit of. 

23 omits and. the M., E. Ver. 70. — > A. V.: is mixed (Gr., émeui: 
» aOE Rig +) €mewtyn) ... . strange people 

Ver. 71.—?6 A. V.: pulled off the. 27 off my head (Gr., karéTiAa Tod Tpixdparos, ete.) . 

Ver. 72.—% A. V.: Soall. then. 8 but I sat still (kat éxadypyy), 

Ver. 78.— 1 A. V.; Then rising up. 82 and bowing my. 
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a 
79  O Lord, I am confounded and ashamed before thy face ; for our sins are multi- 
76 plied above our heads,* and our ignorances have reached up unto heaven, ever since ? 
77 the time of our fathers, and we are® in great sin, even unto this day. And for our 

sins and our fathers’ we with our brethren and our kings and our priests were given 

over to * the kings of the earth, to the sword, and ¢o captivity, and for a prey with 

78 shame, unto this day. And now in what® measure hath mercy been shewed unto 
us from thee, O Lord,® that there should be left us a root and a name in the place 

79 of thy sanctuary, and that thou shouldst discover unto us a light in the house of the 

80 Lord our God, and give” us food in the time of our servitude? And in our® bon- 
dage we were not forsaken of our Lord; but he made us gracious before the kings 

81 of Persia, so that they gave us food; yea, and honored the temple of our Lord, and 
raised up the desolate Sion, in order to give us a firm support in Judwa® and Jeru- 

82 salem. And now, O Lord, what shall we say, having these things? for we have 
transgressed thy commandments, which thou gavest by the hand of thy servants 

83 the prophets, saying, The land, which ye enter into to possess as an heritage, is 
a land polluted with the pollution” of the strangers of the land, and they have 

84 filled it with their uncleanness. And now give not your daughters in marriage 

85 unto their sons, neither take™ their daughters unto your sons. Moreover ye 
shall never seek to have peace with them, that ye may be strong, and eat the good 
things of the land, and that ye may leave it as an inheritance ” unto your children 

86 for evermore. And all that befalleth® us, taketh place on account of™ our 

87 wicked works and great sins, for thou, O Lord, who didst lighten us of our sins,’ 
didst ** give unto us such a root. Again we turned” back to? transgress thy law, 

88 in mingling * with the uncleanness of the nations of the land. Wast thou not ” 

89 angry with us to destroy us so as to leave ™ us neither root, seed, nor name? O 

90 Lord of Israel, thou art true, for we have been left as a root this day. Behold, 
now are we before thee in our iniquities, for by reason of these things we cannot 
stand any longer before thee. 

91 And as Esdras in his prayer made his confession, weeping, and lying prostrate * 
before the temple, there gathered unto him from Jerusalem a very great multitude 
of men and women and youth,” for there was great weeping among the multitude. 

92 And”* Jechonias the son of Jeelus, one of the sons of Israel, called out, and said, 
O Esdras, We have sinned against the Lord God, and” we have married strange 

93 women of the nations of the land, and now is all Israel full of hope.” Let us 
make an oath in this matter * to the Lord, that we will put away all our wives, 

94 which we have taken of the heathen, with their children, as decided upon by thee,” 

95 and as many as do obey the law of the Lord. Arise, and put in execution, for to 

96 thee doth this matter appertain, and we will be with thee, to act vigorously.” 
And#* Esdras arose, and took an oath of the chief of the families of ® the priests 
and Leyites of all Israel to do after these things ; and they made oath.” 


Ver. 75. —1 For ras xehadds 19. 108. Syr. Old Lat., obviously in the way of enlargement, have ras tpixas THs Keadys. 

Ver. 76. —2A. V.: For ever since. 3 we have been and are. Ver. 77.—4 A. V.: up unto. 

Ver. 78. —5 A. V.: some (Gr., xara mécov Tu ; see Com.). 6 For rod kupiov Kupiov of the text. rec. we adopt, with 
Fritzsche (and A. V.), from III. XI. 44. 52. 248, Ald. Syr. Old Lat. Vulg., rapa cod xipte. 7 A. V., and to discover . 
= «a ito. give. Ver. 80.—8 A. V.: Yea, when we were in. 

Ver. 81.—29 A. V.: that they have given us a sure abiding in Jewry. 

Ver. 83. —10 A. Y.: that the land (é7 simply introduces the words of another, and is not to be translated)... . 


pollutions. 
Ver. 84.—11 A. V.: Therefore now shall ye not join your. . . . shall ye take. 
Ver. 85.—12 A. V.: moreover you... . the inheritance of the land (Gr., kataxAnpovoujonte). 
Ver. 86. —13 A. Y.: is befallen. 14 js done unto us for. 15 Lord, didst make our sins light (ITI. XT. 19. al. 
~ Ald. Syr. Old Lat. Vulg., read exovducas). : 
Ver. 87. —16 A. V.: And didst (so III, XI. 19. 64. 74. 106. 108. al. Ald.). 17 but we have turned. 18 again to. 


(19. 108. 121.,yjuets 58 rad). 19 and to mingle ourselves. i ae 0 
Ver. 88. —20 A. V.: Mightest not thou be (Gr., ovxt wpyio@ys ; marg. of A. V., “Be not angry, mh opvodys ). 


21 till thow hadst left. 


Ver. 89.— 22 A. V.: for we are left a ... . for we cannot stand any longer by, etc. 
Ver. 91.—23 A. V.: flat upon the ground. 4 children (Gr., veavia ; see Com.). 
Ver. 92.—25.A.V.: Then.  % omitsand. Fritzsche places a xai before cvywxicayey on the authority of nearly all 


the Codd. with Syr. and Old Lat. 27 A. Y.: aloft (marg., ‘‘ exalted ; ’’ see Com.). 
Ver. 93. —28 A. V.: omits in this matter (Gr., év rov7@, with 19. 108. 121). 
Ver. 94. —29 A. V.: like as thou hast decreed (Gr., &s expi@n cor). 
Ver. 95. — 3° A. V.: do valiantly (Gr., iaxiv rovety). 
Ver. 96. —*1 A. V.: So. 82 omits the families of (Gr., rods pvAdpxovs). 38 so they sware. 
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Cuarter VIII. 


Ver. 1. Artaxerxes. The Persian Artach- 
shasta. This Artaxerxes, as there can be little 
doubt, is the same who is mentioned in the pre- 
vious chapter, ver. 4, and as is generally supposed 
is Artaxerxes Longimanus. Keil thinks that 
the references in Nehemiah (Neh. i.1; v. 143 xin. 
6) are decisive on this point, especially the last, 
which speaks of the thirty-second year of a con- 
temporary king of this name while Nehemiah 
and Ezra were also contemporaries for a time, at 
least, in the work at Jerusalem. Moreover, Longi- 
manus was a contemporary of Jeshua the high- 
priest, and Jeshua still held his office in Nehe- 
miah’s time.— The genealogy of Ezra as here 
given is not complete. T'welve generations (in 
Ezra x.) are made to cover a period of more than 
athousand years. Of. 1 Chron. v. 2-8; vi. 7-10; 
ix. 11. It was not uncommon in such genealogi- 
cal tables to give only principal names. By com- 
paring other lists twenty-seven generations can be 
made out. 

Ver. 3. As a scribe. Not a mere secretary, 
as the word often signifies in the earlier books of 
Scripture, but a representative of a new class of 
literati among the Jews, which though not originat- 
ing, took on new glory at about this time. Cf. 
Jer. viii. 8; art. “ Schriftgelehrte,” in Schenkel’s 
Bib, Lex., and Herzog’s Real-Encyk., respectively ; 
also, Hausrath, Zeitgeschichte, i. 93 ff., and Schiirer, 
pp. 437-463. 

Ver. 6. The language in Bzra (vii. 8, 9) is 
clearer. The journey, according to him, lasted 
exactly four months. The distance was from 500 to 
900 miles according to the route. The longer route 
was the one usually taken by large bodies of men. 
—’Er aig, on his [Esra’s] account. This prep- 
osition used figuratively denotes generally the 
foundation on which an action or state rests. 
See Winer, p. 392; Buttmann, p. 327. 

Ver.7. Esdras had much skill. Schleusner 
would translate this word (émornun), by curam et 
diligentiam. It means rather insight, knowledge, or, 
as the A. V. has rendered it, shill 

Ver. 8. Commission, mpoordypatos. The A. 
V. has in the margin “ decree.” In vers. 67 and 82 
it is rendered by “‘commandment,’ as also at 2 
Mace. vii. 30.— ’Avayvdéorny, reader. Cf. ix. 41. 
This was the title given to the person in the early 
church whose duty it was to read the Scriptures 
at public services. See Herzog’s Real-Encyk:, viii. 
268, and Sophocles’ Lezr., ad voc. Our translator 
deviates from the Hebrew and LXX., probably 
with reference to the passage cited, which relates 
to the reading of the law by Hzra. 

Ver. 9. The epithet “king of kings” applied 
to Artaxerxes in the Hebrew and in the LXX. is 
here omitted. 

Ver. 10, The raf at the beginning of this verse 
seems to imply that something had preceded on 
which what is now to be spoken has a dependence. 
Fritzsche thinks that it was a visit of Ezra to the 
king (ver. 4),in which he had laid a petition before 
him which is now granted. See on this point the 
introduction to the book, under the heading “Ar- 
rangement of Materials.” — Willing and desirous. 
The original is translated by one word in the LXX., 
namely, exovoia¢duevos. And alperiCovras in our 
passage being without the article can searcely be 
so related to robs BovAoévous as it would appear 
to be from the translation of the A. V. A better 








(Cf. Ez. viii—x. 6.) 


rendering might be: “that such of the nation 
of the Jews as are willing should go up with thee 
to Jerusalem, namely, such as choose it from 
among the priests and Levites, and also, from the 
people of our realm, ” aiperi(ovras being taken as 
in apposition with robs BovAouevovs. Or, if the 
comma is left after the former word: “ that such 
of the nation of the Jews as are willing should go 
up with thee, as choosers (7. e. as preferring it), 
also, of the priests and the Levites,” etc. 

Ver. 11. Seven friends the counsellors. Cf. 
i. 14. Herod., iii. 81. These were seven principal 
families among the Persians, as Herodotus states, 
and the heads of these families are probably 
meant. See art. “Perser,” by Dillmann in 
Schenkel’s Bib. Lex., and under “ Cyrus” and 
“ Darius” respectively, in Herzog’s Real-Hncyk. 

Ver. 16. . With the silver. In the Heb. (Ez. 
vii. 18) it is “with the rest of the silver,” etc., a 
fact which is noticed in the margin of the A. V. 

Ver. 17. Holy vessels. Cf. Ez. viii. 25-28. 
The king and his counsellors gave in addition to 
money, vessels of gold, silver, and copper. That 
the last part of this verse and the first part of the 
following does not appear in some of the most 
important MSS., and hence was omitted from 
the Roman edition of the LXX., was probably due, 
at first, to the carelessness of a transcriber. 

Ver. 20. A hundred talents of silver. About 
fifty-seven English pounds. The cor was between 
eleven and twelve bushels, and the measure of wine, 
about nine gallons. 

Ver. 22. The command is given to the Persian 
officials. 

Ver. 23. The wisdom of God. The Hebrew 
adds: that is in thy hand, 7. e., that thou possessest. 
— Judges and justices, xpitas ka) dSixactds. 

Ver. 24. riuwpia. In classical usage the vindica- 
tive character of the punishment is the predom- 
inant thought in this word. It corresponds to the 
Latin ultio. This meaning, moreover, is its ety- 
mological one. See Trench, NV. 7’. Syn., pt. L. p. 
46. In the New Testament and LXX. it is used 
for punishment generally. See Wisd. xii. 20; 
Acts xxii. 5; xxvi.1l. In the present passage 
its meaning seems to be determined by what im- 
mediately follows. —’Araywyh, imprisonment. 
Most of the old translators render by banishment. 
It isindeed possible that both ideas are included, 
t.e., being led away to imprisonment. Cf. Matt. 
xxvii. 31; Acts xxii. 10, The reading of II. 55., 
un (d&pyupte) for } (apyupiuey) puts quite a different 
thought into the passage, namely, that nothing so 
light as fine or imprisonment would be visited on 
transgressors. 

Ver. 29. Son of Sechenias. It is generally 
supposed that a name has fallen out. It would 
appear from 1 Chron. iii. 22, that Hattush was 
really the grandson of S. 

Ver. 32. Zathoes. This name is wanting in 
the Hebrew, but is found in the LXX. 

Vers. 34, 35. For differences in the numbers as 
found in our text and in the Hebrew, see accom- 
panying tables. 

Ver. 41. River Theras. This seems to have 
been an incorrect translation of the original He- 
brew word. At Ez. viii. 15, we have Ahava. It is 
supposed to be the modern Hit on the Euphrates. 
Josephus does not follow the reading of our book, 
as usual, but employs the general designation : eis 
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7d mépay Tod Evpdrov, But Hitzig ( Geschichte, i 
282) holds that the gathering-place was really on 
the river Theras, and cites Pausanias, x. 10, 8. 

Vers. 43,44. Maia and Mosman. Probably 
a corruption for Samzas, which having been left 
out at this point, is improperly introduced in the 
following verse. : 

Ver. 45. In the place of the treasury. In 
the Hebrew it is: at the place Casiphia; in the 
LXX. : év dpyuply rod rémov. Our compiler seems 
to have explained in the sense of the LXX. rather 
than translated. Such a place as Casiphia, on the 
route between Babylon and Jerusalem, is at pres- 
ent unknown. 

Ver. 47. Son of Levi. Rather grandson. The 
whole number of Levites, as given in this and the 
following verse, was but thirty-eight. See also 
Ez. ii. 40. They manifested a strange disinclina- 
tion to return. Some suppose that it was because 
they were jealous of the priests. See Smith’s Bib. 
Dict., art. “ Levites.” Michaelis (Anmerkungen 
zum Ezra, viii. 24) supposes that, at this time, the 
old distinction between priests and Levites was 
not so rigidly enforced as formerly, and that to the 
latter the name of priests was sometimes given. 

Ver. 49. ’Eonudvén. It may mean was indi- 
cated, or was written down, recorded. Bunsen’s 
Bibelwerk prefers the latter meaning, and it better 
suits the context.— The Greek word rendered 
twice in the present verse by “servants,” is else- 
where in the present chapter (vers. 5, 22), trans- 
lated by ‘“‘ ministers.” They were the Nethinim. 
Cf. the Hebrew at Ez. vii. 7. 

Ver. 50. Unto the young men. This is not 
found in the Hebrew, and is probably an addition 
by the translator. For the custom of fasting on 
such occasions, see Judg. xx. 26; 1 Sam. vii. 6; 
Joel i. 14. 

Ver. 55. Weighed, Zoryjoa. See vers. 56, 62. 
The same word is used in the narrative concerning 
Judas, Matt. xxvi. 15: Of 3& éornoay aitg@ tpid- 
KovTa apyupia. 

Ver 57. Fine brass. It was fine in the sense 
of being brilliant. The Hebrew mentions but two 
vessels of brass instead of twelve. See Ez. viii. 
27: “ And two vessels of fine copper, precious as 
gold” (margin, “yellow,” or “shining brass”). 
They were probably made from orichalcum, which 
was an amalgam, something like brass. Cf. re- 
marks at i. 12. 

Ver. 60. The translation of the A. V. is not 
clear: that were in Jerusalem. Better, that had 
(previously) been in Jerusalem. It is carelessly 
given, it is likely, for to deliver at Jerusalem. Cf. 
Ez. viii. 30. —T4¢ is wanting before év "IepovcaAhy 
only in two MSS. (108. 245.); but, if stricken 
out, the difficulties of the passage would be greatly 
diminished. Cf. Tezt. Ned, ad loc. 

Ver. 64. All the weight of them. An inven- 
tory of the vessels was made, and the weight of 
each stated at the same time 

Ver. 66. ‘rtp cwrnpiov, for deliverance. 
They offered a thank-offering for their safe arri- 
val. In the Hebrew these goats are said to have 
been offered as a “sin offering.” Instead of 
seventy-two lambs, the Hebrew has seventy- 
seven. The idea of sacrificing for all the twelve 
tribes of Israel seems to be predominant in all 
these numbers. On this account 72 (=6 X 12) 
appears a better reading than seventy-seven. 
Keil, however, calls the latter “die potenzirte 
Sieben,” “the potentiated seven.” Com. on Ez., ad 
loc. Cf. ver. 72; ix. 89; and Luke i. 68. 
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Ver. 67. And they honored, 7. e., the Persian 
officials honored. 

Vers. 68, 69. Between the history of vers. 67 
and-68 several months intervene. — Their pollu- 
tions, Tas aabapolas adray. The pronoun is 
omitted by III. XI. 44. and others, with Ald. 
For the theological significance of this word, see 
Cremer, ad voc. In general, it means impurity as 
opposed to a&yacuds. Here the pollution seems 
to be more of a religious nature, 7.e¢., idolatry. 
The construction is difficult, and seems to require 
the supplying of some such words as ov« exwpla- 
@noay, as we have done. — For the Amorites of 
the Hebrew text we find here Hdomites, while the 
Ammonites there mentioned are here omitted en- 
tirely. Marriage with the Canaanites was what 
was forbidden by the letter of the Law. Cf. Ex. 
xxxiv. But the spirit of the Law was undoubtedly 
against the intermarriage of the Israelites with 
any other heathen nations. This is evident, in 
fact, from the reasons given for such prohibition: 
namely, that they might not be seduced to idolatry. 

he prohibition extended to the priests in its 
widest extent from the first. Deut. xxi. 10 ff. 

Ver. 71. Wery heavy, mepidAvmos. See also 
vers. 72, “full of heaviness ;” and cf. Matt. xxvi. 
38 ; Mark vi. 26, xiv. 84; Luke xviii. 23, 24. The 
word is also found in the classics. 

Ver.73. ’Ex Tis vnorelas, from the fast. This 
expression is not found in the canonical Ezra. 
Bretschneider (Lex., ad voc.) refers it to the 
mental condition (animi egritudo) of Ezra caused 
by his solicitude for his people. 

Ver. 74. Our ignorances, af &yvom. ‘* The 
ayvootyres are those who are under the power of 
sin, and therefore sin against knowledge and will, 
but are passively subject to it. Their conscious- 
ness is passive, not active, in relation to sin.” 
So Cremer, Zezx., p. 138. Cf. also Fritzsche’s 
Com., ad loc.; and Tob. iii. 3; Jud. v.20; 1 Mace. 
xiii. 39. 

Ver. 77. The translator has added somewhat 
to the text as we find it in the Hebrew. 

Ver. 78. The proper accentuation requires a 
question: And now in what measure, 7.¢., how 
great measure. 

Ver. 80. Gave us food (rpopfy). This is not 
a good translation of the corresponding Hebrew 
word. The LXX. renders more exactly by (wo- 
motnats, “a reviving.” 

Ver. 82. Having these things, 7. e., having 
these benefits in possession. This is another 
apparent addition of our translator. 

Ver. 83. The word podvouds is used of the 
worst kind of sensual pollution. See Deut. vii. 
1 ff.; Jer. xxiii. 15; Jos., Cont. Apion, i. 32, ii. 6, 
Wilds 

Ver. 91. Neaviat. The word means youth. It 
is applied to Saul, Acts vii. 58. A person until 
forty years of age might be so called. 

Ver. 92, And now is all Israel full of hope 
(A. V., aloft; marg., exalted). In the parallel 
passage in Ez. (x. 2) we read: yet now there is 
hope in Israel concerning this thing. And with this 
reading agree the MSS. 19. 108. 121. and the 
Syriac translation. Fritzsche suggests émadyav 
(emaryéw = to grieve over; cf. Eph. iv. 19, amaa- 
yéw) as an emendation ; butis not satisfied with it, 
and thinks the text must be corrupt. But éerdyvw 
may be used in a figurative sense for full of hope. 
Schleusner, whom Bretschneider follows, renders : 
“nunc letissimam concipere licet spem populo , Is- 
raelitico.” 
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CuaptTer IX. 


Anp! Esdras rising from the court of the temple went to the chamber of Joanan * 
the son of Eliasibus, and lodged there, and did eat no bread * nor drink water, mourn- 
ing over‘ the great iniquities of the people.> And there was a proclamation in all 
Judxa® and Jerusalem to all them that were of the captivity, that they should as- 
semble themselves’ at Jerusalem; and that whosoever met not there within two 
or three days, according to the decision of the presiding elders*® their cattle should 
be devoted to death, and every such person cast out from the people ® of the captivity. 

And in three days were all they of the tribe of Judah and Benjamin gathered 
together at Jerusalem; this was? the twentieth day of the ninth month. And all 
the multitude sat in the broad court of the temple trembling because the winter had 
come on! And” Esdras arose up, and said unto them, Ye have transgressed the 
law in marrying strange wives, thereby to increase the sins of Israel. And now 
make confession # unto the Lord God of our fathers, and do his will, and separate 
yourselves from the heathen of the land, andfrom the strange women. And the 
whole multitude cried“ and said with a loud voice, Like as thou hast spoken, so 
11 will we do. But the people are many, and it 7s the wintry season and ? we cannot 

stand in the open air, and this is not a work of a day or two, for*® our sin in 
12 these things is spread far. But! let the rulers of the people stay, and let all 
them from our respective dwelling-places ® that have strange wives come at a” time 
13 appointed, together with the elders ** and judges of every place, till we turn away 
14 the wrath of the Lord from us for this matter. Jonathas™ the son of Azaélus * 
and Ezecias son of Thocanus accordingly took this matter upon them; and Mo- 
15 sollamus and Levis and Sabbateeus helped them. And they that were of the captiv- 
16 ity did according to all these things. And Esdras the priest chose unto him men 
who were leaders of their respective father’s families,“ all by name; and in the 
17 first day of the tenth month they sat together* to examine the matter. And * 
their cause that held strange wives was brought to an end by ™ the first day of the 
first month. 
18 And of the priests that had** come together, and had strange wives, there were 
19 found, of the sons of Jesus the son of Josedec, and his brethren: Mathelas and 
20 Eleazarus, and Joribus, and Joadanus. And they gave their hands to put away their 
21 wives, and to offer rams to make reconcilement for their error.”* And of the sons 


o> Or i cob 
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Ver. 1.—1A. V.: Then. 2 Cod. II. has the reading, "Iwvd ; III. 64., Iwavdv; the text. rec. “Iwvav. 


Ver. 2.—3 A. V.: Eliasib . . . . remained there (see Com.) . . . . no meat. 4A.V.: for. The MSS. IT. 55. 19. 
108. have umép for éxé. In either case, “over”? would be a better translation. 5 A. V.: multitude. Of. Wahl’s Clavis, 
5. v, mAMO0s. Ver. 8.—6 A. V.: Jewry. 7 be gathered together. 


_Ver. 4. —8 A. V.: according as the elders that bare rule appointed. ® seized to the use of the temple, and himself 
cast out of them that were (see Com.). 


Ver. 5. —10 A. V. omits this was (obros) with 19. 108. 

Ver. 6. —4 A. V.: sat trembling in the broad court of the temple because of the present foul weather (Gr., dua roy 
éveaTOTa Xeluava). Ver. 7; — A. V.: So. 

Ver. 8.—1 A. V.: by confessing, give glory. With Fritzsche, we strike out Sééav after ouoAoyiav, as a probable gloss. 
It is omitted in 58. with the following 76, and these with xupiw in 71. 

Ver. 10.—14 A. V.: Then cried the whole multitude. 


Ver. 11.—15 A. Y.: But forasmuch as the people are many, and it is foul weather (see ver. 6), so that. We adopt, 


with Fritzsche, from III. 44. and other authorities, the article before dpa. 16 A. V.: without, and this . . . . seeing. 
Codd. II. adds after ai@pior, cat ovx evpouer. » 

Ver. 12.—17 A. V.: therefore. 18 multitude.” 19 of our habitations (Gr., x TOv karouvav pov). 20 the. 

Ver. 18.—#1 A. V.: and with them the rulers (Gr., cal... « rods mpeaButépovs). 


Ver. 14.—% A. V.: Then Jonathan. *38 We introduce at this point the proper names of the A. V. which have 
been changed in the present chapter in accordance with Fritzsche’s text: (ver. 14) Azael, Ezechias, Theocanus, Mosol- 
lam, Sabbatheus ; (ver. 19) Matthelas, Eleazer ; (ver. 21) Zabdeus, Eanes, Sameius ; (ver. 22) Elionas, Ismael, Ocidelus, 
Talsas ; (ver. 23) Jozabad, Semis, Patheus; (ver. 24) Eleazurus ; (ver. 25) Sallumus ; (ver. 26) Eddias, Eleazar, Asibias, 
Baanias ; (ver. 27) Ela, Hierielus (A. V. omits and Joabdius), Aedias ; (ver. 28) Elisimus, Sabatus, Sardeus; (ver. 29) 
Johannes, Jozabad, Amatheis ; (ver. 80) Jedeus, Jasael ; (ver. 31) Lacunus, Mathanias, Manasseas ; (ver. 32) Annas, Aseas, 
Sabbeus, Chosameus ; (ver, 83) Altaneus, Matthias, Bannaia; (ver. 34) Maani, Momdis, Omaerus, Pelias, Carabasion, 
Samis, Ozora, Zambis ; (ver. 35) Zabadaias, Edes, Banaias ; (ver. 43) Balasamus ; (ver. 48) Anus, Adinus, Sabateus, Autea, 
Maianeas, Joazabdus, Biatas. We adopt, with Fritzsche, the reading @wx. (for @cewxavod), with the majority of MSs. 
A. V. omits and before Jasael (80), Balnuus (82), Eliphalat (83) ; it reads, and Mathanias (31), 

Ver. 16.—*4 A. V : the principal men of their families. 25 We adopt, with nearly all the authorities, cvvexd@icap 
instead of cvvexAcioOynoayv of the text, rec. 

Ver. 17.—*%A.V.: So. % in. Ver. 18.— 8 A. V.: were. 


Ver. 20. — 29 A. Vi errors (Gr., ris dyvoias). The A. V. notices in the margin the reading of Ald. which was fol- 
lowed by the Bishops’ Bible, ayvetas for dyvoias. Of. the LXX. at Lev. iv. 22, 28. 
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of Emmer : Ananias, and Zabdeus, and Manes, and Sameus, and Hiereél, and Az- 
22 arias. And of the sons of Phaisur: Elionais, Massias, Ismaelus, and Nathanaelus, 
and Ocodelus, and Saloas. 
23 And of the Levites: Jozabadus, and Semeis, and Colius, who was called Calitas, 
24 and Patheus, and Judas, and Jonas. Of the holy singers: Eliasibus, Bacchurus. 
25 Of the porters: Salumus, and Tolbanes. , 
26 Of them of Israel, of the sons of Phoros : Hiermas, and Jezias, and Melchias, and 
27 Maelus, and Eleazarus, and Asebias, and Banas. Of the sons of Elam: Matthan- 
28 ias, Zacharias, and Jezrielus, and J oabdius, and Hieremoth, and Aidias. And of the 
sons of Zamoth: Eliadas, Eliasimus, Othonias, Jarimoth, and Sabathus, and Zeralias. 
29 Of the sons of Bebai: Joannes, and Ananias, and Jozabdus, and Amathias. Of the 
30 sons of Mani: Olamus, Mamuchus, Jedeus, Jasubus, and Jasaelus, and Hieremoth. 
31 And of the sons of Addi: Naathus, and Moisias, Laccunus, and Naidus, Matthan- 
32 ias, and Sesthel, and Balnuus, and Manassias. And of the sons of Anan: Elionas, 
33 and Asvas, and Melchias, and Sabbzeus, and Simon Chosameus. And of the-sons 
of Asom: Altanezus, and Mattathias, and Sabannzus, and Eliphalat, and Manasses, 
34 and Semei. And of the sons of Baani: J eremias, Momdius, Ismaerus, Juel, Mab- 
dai, and Pedias, and Anos, Rabasion, and Enasibus, and Mamnitanaimus, Eliasis, 
Bannus, Eliali, Someis, Selemias, Nathanias. And of the sons of Ezora: Sesis, 
35 Esril, Azaelus, Samatus, Zambri, Josephus. And of the sons of Ethma: Mazitias, 
36 Zabadexas, Edais, Juel, Baneas. All these had taken strange wives, and they put 
them away with their children. 
37 And the priests and the Levites, and they that were of Israel, dwelt in Jerusalem, 
and in the country, in the first day of the seventh month. And? the children of 
38 Israel were in their respective dwelling-places.2. And the whole multitude came to- 
gether with one accord into the broad place that was towards the east gate of the 
39 temple;* and they spake unto Esdras the priest and reader, that he would bring 
40 the law of Moses, that was given of the Lord God of Israel. And‘ Esdras the 
chief priest brought the law unto the whole multitude from man to woman, and to 
all the priests, in order that they might® hear the law on® the first day of the 
41 seventh month. And he read in the broad court before the gate of the temple’ 
from morning unto mid-day, before both men and women; and all the multitude 
42 gave attention to* the law. And Esdras the priest and reader of the law stood up 
43 upon a pulpit of wood, which had been made.® And there stood up by him 
Maitathias, Sammus, Ananias, Azarias, Urias, Ezecias, Baalsamus, upon the right 
44 hand; and upon Ais left hand stood Phaldeus, Misael, Melchias, Lothasubus, 
45 Nabarias, Zacharias. And Esdras having taken up the book" before the mul- 
46 titude sat conspicuously ” in the first place in the sight of them all. And when 
he unrolled * the law, they stood all straight up. And‘ Esdras blessed the Lord 
47 God most High, the God of hosts, Almighty. And all the people answered, 
Amen; and lifting up their hands they fell to the ground, and worshipped the 
48 Lord. Jesus, and Anniuth, and?* Sarabias, and!” Jadinus, and 18 Jacubus, Saba- 
teus, Auteas, Maiannas, and Calitas, Azarias, and Jozabdus, and Ananias, Phalias, 
the Levites, taught the law of the Lord, and read the law of the Lord before the 
people, at the same time instilling what was read.” 
49 And Attharates said unto’Esdras the chief priest and reader, and to the Levites 
50 that taught the multitude, even to all,” This day is holy unto the Lord (and* they 


Ver. 37.—1A. V.: and Levites .... so. 2 habitations (see Com.) 

Ver. 88. — 5 A. V.: of the holy porch toward the east. See ver. 41 below, with note in Commentary. The Greek in 
‘the latter place is mpd rod iepod rvA@vos ; here, mpds avaToAds TOD iepod muAaVOs. 

Ver. 40.—4 A. V.: So. 5 priests, to hear. 6 in. 

Ver. 41.—7 A. V.: holy porch (see ver. 38). 8 heed unto. 

Ver. 42.—9 A. V.: was made for that purpose. 

Ver. 44.— 19 A, V.: and N. (omitting Z.). Fritzsche cites II. as agreeing with III. 44. in the reading BaAdatos (A. V.: 
Phaldaius), but II. has @adadaios. 

Ver. 45.— A. V.: Then took E. (G@r., cai avadaBwv) the book of the law. After ArBAtov, ITI. 44. 52. 64. al. Ald. 
Syr. Old Lat. have tov véuov, but it is probably a correction. 12 for he sat honorably (see Com.). 

Ver. 46. —13 A. V.: opened (see Com.). 14 So. 

Ver. 48.— 15 A. V. omits and. 16 omits and. 17 omits and. 18 omits and. 19 making them withal to un- 
derstand it (see Com.). The preceding clause is omitted by 44. 52. 58. 64. 248. al. Ald. as in A. V. 

Ver. 49. — 29 A. V.: Then spake A..... to all, saying. 

Ver. 50. —*1 A. V.: for (Gr., xaé, which might be left untranslated). 








Go then, and eat the fat, and drink the sweet, 


1is holy unto the Lord; 
And? the Levites ex- 


This day zs holy to the Lord; be not sorrowful. 


and 
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51 all wept when they heard the law). 
52 and send gifts to them that have nothing, for the day 
53 and be not sorrowful, for the Lord will bring you to honor. 
horted all? the people, saying, : 
54 And they went‘ their way, every one to eat and drink, and make merry, 
55 to give gifts ® to them that had nothing, and to make great cheer, 


because ® they 


were inspired by the words in which they were instructed. And they assembled 


themselves 7 — 


Ver. 51.—14A. V.: part (Gr., drooroAds) . .. . this day. : 
3 published all things to. The order in II. and the sense is the same : 


Ver. 58. —? A. V.: So. 


3 


éxédcvov TO Syjpw 


F : = 
mdvra Aéyovres. But in our Greek text we have: éxéAcvoy ravti 7@ Sym A€yovtes. 


Ver. 54. —4 A. V.. Then went they. 5 part. 


Ver. 55.—6 A. V.: For Srv ydp, III. 58. have the former alone; IL., d7e Kat; 52. 64.248. Ald., ér. yap (see Com.). 
7A. V.: understood the words wherein they were instructed, and for the which they had been assembled (see Com.). 


Cuarter IX. (Cf. Ez. x. 6-44; Neh. vii. 73-viii. 13.) 


Ver. 1. Fora discussion of the question who 
this Joanan was, see Keil’s Com., at Ez. x. 6. 
Ver. 2. And lodged there, ra) avAiOels exel. 


The Hebrew here is 5 for which our trans- 


lator, in the opinion of Clericus, Eichhorn, Ber- 
theau, Fritzsche, and others, read 2), which, 


indeed, gives good sense. It is also the reading 
of the Peshito Version. But his rendering was 
probably suggested to the translator by the LXX., 
which has the word émropet6y for adAibels; and 
he adopted the latter because the LXX., in using 
the word it did, was obliged to repeat it from the 
preceding line. —Tevéév ém) ray is a peculiar 
grammatical construction, found only in our book. 
A number of MSS., including I. 19. 55. 108. 


read dmép for éwi. Cf. viii. 72. See Buttmann, 
p. 147, 
Ver. 4. Devoted to death. The Hebrew 


word in the form used means fo devote to destruc- 
tion. It is well rendered by dyviepdw in our pas- 
sage. That they were to be devoted to use in the 
temple as victims (A. V.) is not said. They were 
to be devoted to death beyond the power of re- 
demption.— And himself (A. V.), nal airds ; 
rather, and every such person. The word is used 
distributively. : 

Ver. 6. In the Hebrew (Ez. x. 9) an addi- 
tional reason is assigned for the people’s trem- 
bling; namely, the matter that had called them 
together. 

Ver. 12. Stay, orftrwcav. It is the same 
word which in ver. 11 is rendered “stand.” The 
idea is that they were to act as a permanent board 
of adjudication in Jerusalem in this matter. — 
AaBdvres xpévoy is a peculiar expression, though 
kaipds is so used in connection with AaBdy. See 
2 Mace. xiv. 5. The meaning seems to be cor- 
rectly given by the A. V. More literally it 
would be: having designated a time. 

Ver. 18. Till we turn away. The verb Atw 
here used is of considerable theological impor- 
tance, although in the present passage having 
only its general meaning of loosing, removing, 
liberating. See Cremer’s Lex., ad voc.; and Ben- 
gel’s Gnomon, at Matt. v. 17, 19, xviii. 18. 

Ver. 14. Accordingly took (this matter) upon 
(them), 7. ¢., to carry out. The Greek is: ére- 
de~avTo Kata TavTa. The Hebrew seems to de- 
mand a different interpretation. Bertheau, Keil, 
the Speaker’s Commentary, and other authorities, 
would render in Ezra (x. 15) somewhat thus: 
“ Nevertheless, Jonathan, the son of Asahel, and 
Jahaziah, the son of Tikvah, opposed this.” 





Moreover, it is not easy to see, if the Greek Ezra 
be followed, what office these men held, or would 
assume; since in ver. 16 Ezra is said to have 
chosen men for the special purpose of taking this 
matter upon them. 

Ver. 16. And Esdras, the priest, chose unto 
him. The Hebrew text gives the following: 
“ And Ezra the priest, with certain chief of the 
fathers, were separated.” Jt is likely that the 
latter text is so far faulty as that it has lost the 
letter vav, restored in the with of the A. V. Its 
absence in the copy which our translator had 
before him probably led him to introduce the 
change which he has made in the thought. For 
further remarks on the passage, see our Intro- 
duction to the present book, under “Sources of 
the Work.” 


Ver. 17. In the first day (A. V.). In the 
Hebrew it is different, the idea being that the 
matter was settled by the first day of the first 
month. And this is also made clear by the LXX. 
at Ez. x.17: €ws juépas was; and by our text, Ews 
THs, ete. 

Ver. 20. Kal éméBadtov ras xelpas, and they 
gave their hands. The translation of the A. V. 


agrees with the Hebrew (J) 7/72, Ez. x. 19) and 


the LXX. («al @wkay xetpa) in the corresponding 
passage of the canonical Ezra; while the trans- 
lation of the Greek as found in our book should 
be literally, laid their hands upon to put away.” 
etc. —Reconcilement, éefiAacudy. Cf. LXX. at 
Ex. xxx. 10; Lev. xxiii. 27; Numb. v. 8. For 
the theological significance and history of this 
word, see Cremer’s Lex., under fAacuds; Girdle- 
stone, O. 7. Syn., pp. 212, 217; Trench, NV. Z-. 
Syn., 2d ser., p. 184; Lange’s Com., at Matt., 
p- 336. To illustrate the difference between this 
word and others allied to it in theological dis- 
cussions on the atonement, we cite the following 
from the Hulsean Lectures for 1874, p. 101: 
“The three terms more particularly used for 
Christ's work of atonement are aroAvtpwots, iAac- 
pds, and KatadAayh. 1. ’AroAvTpwois (redemptio) 
is the most general term, and points specially to 
the ransom (Adrpoy) which Christ paid (t7ép, 
mepl) men, the ransom being his own blood (1 Pet. 
i, 19; Eph. i. 7). 2. ‘IAacuds (expiatio) points 
to the mystic oblation which our ’Apxiepeds péyas 
offered once for all, and which availed iAdoker@at 
tas auaptias (Heb. ii. 17), — yea, availed eis 
abernow apaptias (Heb. ix. 26). 38. KatadAayh 
(reconciliatio) indicates the result effected by 
Christ’s sacrifice and mediation, —the removal 
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of the enmity betyveen mankind and God (Rom. 
v. 10), the establishment of peace én) ys; ev 
avOpwrois ebdoxia (Luke ii. 14).” 

ers. 18-35. It will be seen by the table be- 
low that, according to 1 Esdras, the number of 
priests who were guilty of marrying foreign 
wives was sixteen; while according to the canoni- 
cal book it was seventeen. The number of Le- 
vites in both lists is the same, namely, ten. But 
the number of lay Israelites is given 'as ten more 
in Ezra than in 1 Esdras. Four of the offenders 
were of the high priest’s family. None of the 
division of priests who had returned with Zerub- 
babel had kept themselves free from this sin. 
No sufficient means are at hand to justify an 
attempt to bring the names of the two lists into 
harmony. Concerning the superior value of the 
one or the other, opinions will differ. But it 
should be remembered, that, while the account in 
Ezra is based on an extant Hebrew text, the 
current text of the LXX. is also in closer agree- 
ment with it than with our apocryphal hook. 

Ver. 36. The Hebrew at this point, if the 
best reading be adopted, gives: and some of the 
wives had given birth to children. Our translator 
characteristically adds to this fact what one might 
Suppose would be the natural result of such a 
state of things,—the children were to be put 
away with the wives. Bertheau would emend 
the Hebrew to correspond with our book. But 
the Hebrew, as it stands, gives a good sense, and 
presents the difficulties of the matter in even a 
stronger light by suggesting instead of definitely 
stating the case. 

Thorough and solemn as this public and judicial 
separation of one hundred and thirteen men from 
their families must have been, it seems not to 
have been sufficient entirely to root out the evil. 
From twenty-five to thirty years afterwards, 
Nehemiah, on the occasion of his second return 
to Jerusalem, found that other Israelites had 
intermarried with Ashdodites, Ammonites, and 
Moabites, had children that spoke the languages of 
these people, and that even a son of the high priest 
had allied himself in this manner with a daughter 
of Sanballat the Horonite. See Neh. xiii. 23 ff. 

Ver. 37. In their (respective) dwelling-places 
(xaroxlas). The A. V. has in the margin villages. 
But the Greek here is not the same as at ver. 46 
(xéyots), where we have that rendering. See ver. 


12. The Hebrew, however, is in both instances 
DMY- ‘ 
Ver. 38. Our translator says the gathering 


was at the east gate of the temple. In the canon- 
ical book it is said that it took place before the 
“water gate.” In fact, it was probably between 
the two; a little east from the one, and a little 
west from the other. 

Ver. 40. The allusion made in the original 
Hebrew to the youth who came together is here 
omitted. 

_ Ver. 41. According to the Greek, the trans- 
lator says, most indefinitely, before the sacred gate 
(xpd roti iepod mudGvos). It is probable, however, 
that he carelessly omitted the article before mvAd- 
vos, and meant to say: before the gate of the tem- 
ple. Michaelis so translates. Cf. vers. 6, 38. ’ 

Vers. 43,44. There are thirteen names given 
of persons who stood by Ezra while he read; 
seven on the right hand, and six on the left. In 
the Hebrew there are also thirteen names given ; 
but the seven are on the left of Ezra. Fritzsche 
thinks that one name too many has crept into 
each of the accounts, supposing that they were 
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intended to represent the twelve tribes, Michaelis, 
on the other hand, supposes that thirteen tribes 
were meant to be included, Levi being reckoned 
in with the others. But Keil would supply one 
more name to the Hebrew text; since, in his 
opinion, it is more likely that a word has fallen _ 
out, — the one given in our apocryphal book, for 
instance, —than that more persons stood on one 
side of Ezra than on the other. As the LXX, 
agrees with the Hebrew text, aud the number 
seven on each side would be quite in harmony 
with Israelitish ideas of propriety, the last theory 
is perhaps the best. 

Ver. 45. Conspicuously, émiddtws. Wahl’s 
Clavis translates by “full of dignity;” Bret- 
schneider, with Schleusner, “ insigniter, gloriose.” 
But we must believe that it is Ezra’s position as 
elevated above the people that is referred to. So 
Michaelis : “ Nachdem er vorhin vor ihnen allen die 
vornehmste Stelle eingenommen,” etc. See Neh. 
viii. 5. ‘This is implied, also, in the reading of II. 
III. 58. 64. al. Ald. (mpoexdero ydp). 

Ver. 46. Opened the law (A. V.), év r@ Adom 
tov véuov. Schleusner would give to the verb the 
meaning of interpreted. So also the Old Latin, 
But in addition to the fact that this rendering 
would not be in harmony with the context, or be 
expected with the aorist, the word is better ren- 
dered by unfastened. That is, before he began to 
read, Ezra, as was natural, undid the fastenings 
of the scroll, and unrolled it. 

Ver. 48. Here, again, we find thirteen names; 
and, although there is considerable variation in 
the spelling, it is not difficult to find in them the 
same persons who are spoken of in the corre- 
sponding account in Neh. viii. 7. The LXX.— 
probably for the sake of brevity —has only the 
first three names. These persons, being in close 
contact with the people, re-read and interpreted to 
them what was most difficult to understand. Mi- 
chaelis supposes that they recited the words with 
Ezra, and that through their united voices they 
were able to reach all the people. This is not 
probable. It is not to be supposed that Ezra 
read, uninterruptedly, the entire time, 7. e., for 
six hours. But, after reading a certain part, this 
part was interpreted, as far as necessary, to the 
people. The word éugucdw (éugvoidw) is used 
also in John (xx. 22), Schleusner would give it 
in one passage the force of explico; and in ver. 
55 of the present chapter the meaning of exhilaro. 
The rendering in the latter case would seem from 
the context to be correct; but in the former it is 
too weak. The English word infuse or instill 
seems better to express the earnestness with which 
the Levites sought to impress the sense on the 
minds-of the people. 

Ver. 49. Attharates. In the Hebrew this 
word is given as the official title of Nehemiah, in 
the sense of governor. He yeceives another and 
the ordinary title for governor — Pechah — at 
Neh. v. 14, 15,18. Cf, above, v. 40, and Neh. 
x. 1, The text of the Greek Ezra at this point 
deviates in other respects from that of the canoni- 
cal book, and apparently without good ground. 
See remarks in our Introduction to the present 
book, ad loc, 

Ver. 55. “Ort ydp. This is an extraordinary 
collocation of particles, and sufficiently accounts 
for the variations in the readings. — The clause xa} 
émisuvhxonoay begins a new sentence, the remain- 
ing part of which has been lost. The Vulgate 
adds: “universi in Hierusalem celebrare ictitiam 
secundum testamentum Domini, Dei Israel.” In 
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Josephus (Antig., xi. 5, § 5) the account is con-|full of years, and was magnificently buried at 
tinued to the effect that, after the people had| Jerusalem. Not much confidence can be given 
feasted for eight days in their tabernacles, they |to these statements. It is probable that they are 
departed to their own homes, singing hymns to | based on tradition alone. According to another 
God, and giving thanks to Ezra for his efforts to | account Ezra died in Persia. See Schenkel’s Bib. 
reform the corruptions which had been intro-|Zexv., under “ Ezra;” and Bertholdt’s Hinleit., 

duced into their community ; and that Ezra died|p. 1012. 


A TABLE OF THE NAMES AND NUMBERS OF THOSE RETURNING FROM BABYLON WITH ZERUBBABEL, 
ACCORDING TO THE THREE LISTS FOUND IN 1 ESDRAS, EZRA, AND NEHEMIAH, RESPECTIVELY. 















































Ezra (ii. 3-60). NEHEMIAH (vii. 8-62). 1 Espras (v. 8-40). 
Name. Number. Name, Number. Name. Number. 
oe eATOSI ) Ge ace: vet) 2,172 Paroshiaer ae. 3 2,172 PhOoros: +9 ayes 2,172 
2. || Shephatiah. . . 372 Shephatiah . . . 372 Saphat) 295-50 472 
CATAL cen tian bt anv 775 Araliv ss Sabet shite 652 ARGS Gy 1d es aes 756 
4. || Pahath-moab . . 2,812 Pahath-moab . . 2,818 Phaath-Moab : 2,812 
eit Eclat cme i ecuae 1,254 || Elam +, Lanes 1,254 Blam =) Ger eae 1,254 
TANS oy eon he 945 attic Gren lode 845 Zathui ae Oe 945 
WeUIIZHCCAL, 9. sw te 760 ZACCAL oe een 760 Chorbee ss % 705 
Sa (Banl sure ets? « 642 Binnniey se? Poe 648 Bani.gs oir. 648 
Oviiibebatet see Aes 623 Bebai Haare 4 628 Bebat. aa te) 6 623 
LOM|Azgadl os. as 1,222 || Azgad . fel: 2,322) a)|pAstad. = 9 2 es 8,322 
11. || Adonikam . . . 666 Adonikam Sie 667 Adoniceam . . . 667 
OE |B SiAei ene) Ie 2,056 Bigvai es 2,067 Bagoi (Bago) . . 2,066 
TS eaPAdIN- os. ces Keo tre 454 Aditi os) ae ese te 655 Adina <.9 Wi) = 454 
AS ACCEL teen lol ues, 98 Ater . sats 98 Ater fs ls : 92 
15. = = eee, = = — — || Cilan and Azenan 5 67 
16. = = Sy = 2h =e Avaric 432 
17, = = Bete, = Hs ey Anniss | ¢i@ey0s) 101 
18. = = ae ee = ps es Aron. sid ailisiuie 32 
OU NWDOZAE (ee sete ue 823 BSZAI cd ere eas 3824 Bassai Saale 823 
SO OrAn 2 en cul cosh, 112 Harp caen | <is 112 Arsiphurith. . . 102 
21, a as eS = = age Baiteraa <i. nuns 3,005 
OO EISSN 6 oe big 223 Hashum.. 4: 328 - = - - 
DAM Gibbarle ks | cu 95 ||Gibeon . . . . 95 - -— - - 
24. || Bethlehem . . . 123 Bethlehem and 188 Bethlome . .. 123 
25. || Netophah . . . 56 Netophah { Netophas ... 55 
26, || Anathoth . . . 128 Anathoth . « . 128 Anathoth . . . 158 
27. || Azmaveth . . 42 Beth-azmaveth. . 42 Bethasmoth . . 42 
28, || Kirjath-arim, Che- Kirjath-jearim, Che- 
phirah, Beeroth . 743 phirah, Beeroth, etc. 743 || Kariathiri . . 25 
99. - - - - — = = Caphira and Beroth 743 
30. = ee si = & ee Chadiase and Am- 
midii , . 422 
81. || Ramah and Gaba . 621 Ramah and Geba . 621 Cirama and Gabbe 621 
32. || Michmas. . ; 122 Michmas.°. . . 122 Macalon . . . = 122 
33. || Bethel and i i hurts 223 Bethel and Ai. . 123 - - - - 
SAW NCDOGcgtiee 08 seman 52 Nebo (other) . . 52 Betolio,g.2xcetneas 52 
85. || Magbish. . . . 156 - - - - INiphis: psaeua mn 156 
86, || (Other) Elam . . 1,254 (Other) Elam . , 1,254 - - - - 
C¥Gdt bl aera yes oe eae 820 Harim . 320 - - - - 
88, || Lod, Hadid, and Lod, Hadid, and Calamolalus and 
QNOF at (whim fe 725 Oanaee sae 721 Onus . ere 725 
89, |\|\Jericho , .. . 345 Jericho: a. 4 52 osc 345 Jerechiqy ©: uctueh 345 
40. ||Senaah . . . , 8,630 || Senaah a) SS 8,930 Sanaas . .. . 3,380 
AVaiideduigh=. 0. . 973 Jedaiah: ...s' .) 6 973 Jeddttis caihieeat. 972 
B25 Ummers . 5, wa. 1,062: , |) Immer. .f ip as 1,052 || Emmeruth . . . 1,052 
43, ||Pashur . . . , 1247 «| PashunsGerees 1,247 || Phassurus . . . 1,247 
44,||Harim .. DOL 7ioe | ||elaximaen genes 1,017 || Charmi . . 1,017 
45. || Jeshua, Kadmiel, Jeshua, Kadmiel, Jesus,Cadoélus, Bon- 
and Hodaviah . 74 and Hodevah . 74 nas and Sudias . 74 
46. || Asaph . . 128 || Asaph . . 148 || Asaph . .. ‘ 148 
47, Children of porters 139 Children of porters 138 |} Children of porters 139 
48. || Nethinm .. , 892 || Nethinm .. . 892 || Servants of temple . 3872 
(35 names.) (32 names.) 
49. || Other names . . 652 Other names . . 642 (Text shortened) 652 
29,818 31,089 33,642 
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A TABLE OF THE FAMILIES RETURNING WITH EZRA FROM BABYLON ACCORDING TO THE TWO 
LISTS, EZRA VIII. 2-24, AND 1 ESDRAS VIII. 29-40, RESPECTIVELY. 
































Ezra. No. 1 Espras. No. 
1 | Phinehas, Gershom, Phinees, Gerson, 
2 | Ithamar, Daniel, Ithamarus, Gamaliel, 
8 | Dayid, Hattush, Shechaniah, Dayid, Attus, Sechenias, 
4 | Pharosh, Zechariah. 150 | Phoros, Zacharias. 150 
5 | Pahath-moab, Elihoenai, Zerahiah. 200 | Phaath-Moab, Eliaonias, Zarseas. 200 
6 | Shechaniah, Jahaziel. 300 | Zathoes, Sechenias, Jezelus. 300 
7 | Adin, Ebed, Jonathan. 50 | Adin, Obeth, Jonathas. 250 
8 | Elam, Jeshaiah, Athaliah. 70 | Elam, Jesias, Gotholias. 70 
9 | Shephatiah, Zebadiah, Michael. 80 | Saphatias, Zaraias, Michaelus. Paz0 
10 | Joab, Obadiah, Jehiel. 218 | Joab, Abadias, Jezelus. 212 
11 | Shelomith, Josiphiah. 160 | Banias, Salimoth, Josaphias. 160 
12 | Bebai, Zechariah, Bebai. 28 | Babi, Zacharias, Bebai. 28 
13 | Azgad, Johanan, Hakkatan. 110 | Astath, Joannes, Acatan. 110 
14 | Adonikam, Eliphelet, Jeiel, Shemaiah. 60 | Adonicam, Eliphalatus, Jeiiel, Sameas. 70 
Bigvai, Uthai, Zabbud. 70 | Bago, Uthi, Istalcurus. 70 
1,496 1,690 





A TABLE OF PERSONS FOUND GUILTY OF HAVING MARRIED FOREIGN WIVES ACCORDING TO THE 
RECENSION OF 1 ESDRAS AND EZRA RESPECTIVELY. 











1 Espras ix. 19-35. Ezra x. 18-44. 
Priests. Sons of Jesus, son of Josedec: | Priests. Sons of Jeshua, son of Jozadak: 
Mathelas, Eleazarus, Joribus, Joadanus. Maaseiah, Eliezer, Jarib, Gedaliah. 
Sons of Emmer: Ananias, Zabdeus, Sons of Immer: Hanani, Zebadiah. 
Manes, Sameus, Hiereél, Azarias. Sons Sons of Harim: Maaseiah, Elijah, She- 
of Phaisur: Elionais, Massias, Ismaelus, maiah, Jehiel, Uzziah. Sons of Pashur: 
Nathanaelus, Ocodelus, Saloas. Elioenai, Maaseiah, Ishmael, Nethaneel,. 
Jozabad, Elasah. 
Levites. Jozabadus, Semeis, Colius (Calitas), | Levites. Jozabad, Shimei, Kelaiah (Kelita),. 
Patheus, Judas, Jonas. Pethahiah, Judah, Eliezer. 
Holy Singers: Eliasibus, Bacchurus. Holy Singers: Eliashib. 
Porters: Salumus, Tolbanes. Porters: Shallum, Telem, Uri. 
Israel in Sons of Phoros: Hiermas, Jezias, | Israel in Sons of Parosh: Ramiah, Jeziah,, 
general. Melchias, Maelus, Eleazarus, Asebias, general. Malchiah, Miamin, Eleazar, Malchijah, 
i Banwas. Sons of Elam: Matthanias, Benaiah. Sons of EHlam; Mattaniah, 
Zacharias, Jezrielus, Joabdius, Hiere- Zechariah, Jehiel, Abdi, Jeremoth, 
moth, Aidias. Sons of Zamoth: Elia- Eliah. Sons of Zattu: Elioenai, Elia- 
das, Eliasimus, Othonias, Jarimoth, shib, Mattaniah, Jeremoth, Zabad, Aziza.. 
Sabathus, Zeralias. Sons of Bebai: Sons of Bebai: Jehohanan, Hananiah,, 
Joannes, Ananias, Jozabdus, Amathias. Zabbai, Athlai. Sons of Bani: Me- 
Sons of Mani: Olamus, Mamuchus, shullam, Malluch, Adaiah, Jashub,. 
Jedeus, Jasubus, Jasaelus, Hieremoth. Sheal, Ramoth. Sons of Pahath-moab : 
Sons of Addi: Naathus, Moosias, Adna, Chelal, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mat- 
Laccunus, Naidus, Matthanias, Sesthel, taniah, Bezaleel, Binnui, Manasseh. 
Balnuus, Manassias. Sons of Anan: Sons of Harim: Eliezer, Ishijah, Mal- 
Elionas, Assas, Melchias, Sabbeus, chiah, Shemaiah, Shimeon, Benjamin, 
Simon, Chosameus. Sons of Asom: Malluch, Shemariah. Sons of Hashum: 
Altaneus, Mattathias, Sabanneus, Eli- Mattenai, Mattathah, Zabad, Eliphelet, 
phalat, Manasses, Semei. Sons of Jeremai, Manasseh, Shimei. Sons of 
Baani: Jeremias, Momdius, Ismaerus, Bani: Maadai, Amram, Uel, Benaiah, 
Juel, Mabdai, Pedias, Anos, Rabasion, Bedeiah, Chelluh, Vaniah, Meremoth, 
Enasibus, Mamnitanaimus, Eliasis, Ban- Eliashib, Mattaniah, Mattenai, Jaasau, 
nus, Eliali, Someis, Selemias, Natha- Bani, Binnui, Shimei, Shelemiah, 
nias. Sons of Ezora: Sesis, Esril, Nathan, Adaiah, Machnadebai, Shashai, 
Azaelus, Samatus, Zambri, Josephus. Sharai, Azareel, ‘Shelemiah, Shemariah, 
Sons of Ethma: Mazitias, Zabadeas, Shallum, Amariah, Joseph. Sons of 


Nebo: Jeiel, Mattithiah, Zabad, Zebina, 
Jadau, Joel, Benaiah. 
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Edais, Juel, Banzas. 





THE BOOK OF TOBIT. 





INTRODUCTION. 


THE name generally given to the Book of Tobit in the Greek MSS. is simply Twfir; 
while in the Vulgate it is Liber Tobie, and in the two Hebrew texts Sepher Tobi. The 
Chaldaic MS., recently discovered by Dr. Neubauer, has as title the ‘‘ History of Tobiyah ”’ 
(Maw Away). Some Latin MSS., apparently on the ground that the son holds as 
important a place in the history as the father, give as superscription: Tobit et Tobias, and Liber 
utriusque Tobie ; in the latter of which titles, it will be noticed, the same name is applied to 
father and son, —a usage which is supported by none of the Greek MSS. In the oldest 
Greek authorities, however, the name of the father does not always appear in the same form, 
although the spelling TwAir is the most common. The Vatican MS. (II.) has TwSel7; and the 
Sinaitic, TwBeld. The etymology of the word is not clear; but it is likely that the final letter 
has been added for the sake of euphony, as is the case with many Hebrew words found in 
the Greek Bible (Na{apér, Tevyncapér) ; and that the original word was ‘210, ‘¢ my goodness,’’ 
being itself a shortened form of mb, ‘¢ goodness of Jehovah,”’ or ‘‘ pleasing to Jehovah.” 


The latter name, which in our book is given to the son, was not an uncommon one in Jewish 
history after the period of the Exile. 


The Different Tezts. 


There could, perhaps, be no better evidence of the charm which this simple story had for 
all classes of persons in the earlier times than the numerous texts in which it was put in 
circulation, and the various embellishments it received, in detail, in passing through different 
hands. Of texts more or less perfect, there exist in printed form, and have been collated, 
three Greek, three Latin, two Hebrew, a Syriac, and a Chaldaic. To determine the 
essential character of these different existing texts and their relative value, is naturally of 
the highest importance in any really critical study of the book. Which of them is, in all 
probability, the oldest? Is the same the original of the others, and the first original? or, are 
all but translations of a Chaldaic or Hebrew work no longer extant? 

The most common opinion among scholars of all schools may be said to be, that the work 
was composed in Hebrew; but, until recently, this theory has been supported on grounds 
which were rather conjectural than real. The recent discovery by Dr. Neubauer, in the 
Bodleian Library at Oxford, of a Chaldaic text of the book, which he supposes to be the one 
used by Jerome in his version, has given to the matter a somewhat altered aspect. Jerome, 
in his preface to the translation of the work as it appears in the Vulgate, says: “ Exigitis, ut 
librum Chaldeo sermone conscriptum ad Latinum stilum traham, librum utique Tobie. . . . . Feci 
satis desiderio vestro. . . . . Et quia vicina est Chalde@orum lingua sermoni Hebraico, utriusque 
linguce peritissimum loquacem reperiens unius diei laborem arripui, et quidquid ille mihi Hebraicis 
verbis expressit, hoc ego accito notario sermonibus Latinis exposui.’? Since Jerome’s time until 
now, there have been discovered no traces of the Chaldaic text, of which he here speaks. Dr. 
Neubauer, however, is quite confident, and on grounds that must be allowed great weight, 
that‘he has found the same amongst the treasures of the Bodleian Library.1 The MS. was 
bonght by the library from a bookseller in Constantinople (No. 2339 of Neubauer’s catalogue). 


a Bee the Athenaum for November, 1877, p. 6830; the Academy of the same date, p. 468; Schiirer in the Theolog. 
Literaturzeitung, 1878, No. i., col. 21, and No. xiv., cols. 381-835 ; Bickell’s Zeitschrift fiir Katol. Theol., 1878, pp. 216-222 ; 
and the text itself, published by Dr. Neubauer, The Book Tobit, etc., Oxford, 1878. 
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It contains a collection of compositions of the nature of the Midrash, of which the Book of 
Tobit is the fifth in number, it being given as commentary to Gen. xxviii. 22, The grounds 
on which it is maintained that it is nearly related to the Chaldaic text used by Jerome, if not 
identical with it, are first and principally, that both, in the first two chapters and part of the 
third, employ the third person in speaking of Tobit, while all the other texts make use of 
the first person, that is, suffer Tobit to speak for himself. In addition to this, the two texts 
— that of Jerome represented in the Vulgate, and the newly discovered Chaldaic — have the 
same general form throughout, with the exception of the closing chapters, which are incom- 
plete in the latter. There is the same abridgment of the narrative in the several parts in 
both, and the same general-habit of giving in a freer, independent form the contents of the 
story. It is true there are differences, also, between them, both in order and in words; in 
some of which the Chaldaic agrees better with some of the other texts than with the Vulgate. 
But these differences, as Dr. Neubauer thinks, can be sufficiently well accounted for by the 
fact that the Chaldaic had to be adapted to the Midrash, in which it was found ; while there 
can be no doubt that Jerome’s version has inaccuracies owing to his haste, and his method 
of proceeding in other respects, and was at the same time greatly influenced by the Old 
Latin, which he also had before him. 

But now, if it be admitted that the newly discovered Chaldaic text is essentially that used 
by Jerome, it would not by any means follow that this text is the original one or even the 
best extant representative of the original. Jerome himself lays no such stress upon the value 
of this particular text as to lead us to suppose that he regarded it as the original. He admits 
that he spent but a day with his Jewish interpreter and his amanuensis upon it, and his work 
shows everywhere the most marked influence of the Old Latin. Moreover, it is evident that 
the text is given in a fuller and more complete form in the Greek than in the Chaldaic, the 
latter being throughout of the nature of an abridgment. But it seems to us conclusive on 
this point, that the Chaldaic text, as we have before stated, instead of representing, in the 
opening chapter, Tobit as speaking, mentions him only in the third person. This, as Neu- 
bauer and Bickell admit, cannot have been the original form of the composition. ‘That is 
found in the Greek MSS., which represent him as giving his own history up to chap. iii. 7 ff., 
where the account of Sarah is introduced, and where the third person is necessary, and from 
that point it is continued through the book. The good Semitic diction in which the Chal- 
daic is written, and on which the two last-named scholars lay much stress, inferring that it 
must arise from the fact that a Hebrew original lies at the basis of it, might just as well be 
the result of the very free way in which the translation is made, as well as the Hebraizing 
character of all the texts, the best of the Greek not excepted. Under these circumstances, 
the opinion of Schiirer seems best worthy of support, who says: “ So much is quite probable, 
that an older Chaldaic, or at least Semitic text preceded our present Chaldaic, in which, in 
chaps. i., ii., the first person was preserved. For the Hebrew of Miinster, that has retained 
the first person, indicates such a model, and the same, as above remarked, is otherwise nearly 
allied to our Chaldaic text. We are ready, too, to concede the possibility that the book of 
Tobit was originally written in Hebrew, and that from this Hebrew original our Chaldaic 
text has come. But it remains a bare possibility. And, in any case, the Chaldaic, with its 
arbitrary abridgments and free reproduction of the thought, is much farther removed from this 
supposed original than any one whatever of the Greek recensions.’’ } 

The two existing Hebrew texts are acknowledged to be of recent origin. The one gener- 
ally entitled Hebreus Miinsteri was first printed in Constantinople, in 1516, and at Venice in 
1544, 1608. “Sebastian Miinster, whose name it bears, received it from Oswald Schrecken- 
fuchs, of Memmingen. He regarded it as a libellus vere aureus, and had it reprinted at Basle, 
-with a Latin translation, in 1542 and 1549. It was also published in 1563, 1566, 1570, and 
1576. On its first appearance, opinions were much divided concerning it, some holding it 
for a work of Minster himself, and others for the true original. The edition of 1556, which 
appeared after the death of Miinster, was subsequently incorporated, together with the lat- 
ter’s translation, in the London Polyglot. In this same work of Walton, moreover (vol. iv.), 
is to be found the other Hebrew text, which, for the sake of distinguishing it from the for- 
mer, is called Hebreus Fagii, Fagius having published it from a Constantinople copy of 
1517,? in connection with his edition of Sententie# Morales Ben Syre (Isne, 1542), under the 
title : Tobias Hebraice cum versione Latina e regione. ‘There is no exact agreement of opinion 


1 Theolog. Literaturzeitung, 1878, No. 14, col. 835. 2 Zunz, Vortrage, p. 125, gives the date as 1519. 
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respecting the time when these two Hebrew versions were made. Fritzsche and Reusch fix 
the date of that named Hebreus Fagii, in the eleventh century; Ilgen a century later, while 
Sengelmann vacillates between the two. It is for the most part a free translation, or para- 
phrase, of the Greek.as found in the Roman edition of the LXX. The other belongs to a 
recension of the text, which, as we have said, is otherwise represented by the Chaldaic and 
the Old Latin. The Hebrew version of the Old Testament apocryphal books by Frankel 
(Lips. 1830) was made from the Vulgate. There is said to be, in the Vatican library at 
Rome, a Latin translation of a Hebrew codex of the Book of Tobit, made by Bartolocci, but 
nothing further is known of it. 

Of the three Latin texts of the Book of Tobit, two originated before the time of Jerome, 
and are variously named “ Old Latin,” “ Itala,’’ “Itala L,’? “Itala U.,”’ ete. They were pub- 
lished by Sabatier! He used, principally, for this purpose, three MSS., Codex Regius, n. 
3564., which contained the whole book, and belonged to the eighth century; a second, from 
the library of S. Germanus a Pratis, n. 4., of the same age, but defective in certain passages; 
and added various readings from another belonging to the same library,@. 15. ‘The last was 
of inferior value on account of its mutilated character, although not younger than the first two. 
Sabatier, in his notes, gives readings from a fourth important MS., which had formerly be- 
longed to Queen Christina of Sweden, but which, at that time, was in the Vatican Library, 
n.7. Although of unknown age, its text is of such a character, and differs so much from 
that of the three MSS. just mentioned, as to seem to justify the theory of another recension. 
Unfortunately, however, this codex contains only chaps. i.-vi. 12. From its purer style, and 
the fact that the quotations from Tobit found in the Fathers agree better with the other recen- 
sion, it is thought to be of a somewhat later date. 

The Latin version of Tobit contained in the Vuloate was made, as we have already noticed, 
by Jerome. Of the three translations in this language, it is, undoubtedly, the least valuable. 
Pellican, as quoted by Sengelmann (Linleit., p. 56), was of the opinion that some other per- 
son must have done the work and published it under the name of Jerome, in order to give it 
the more currency. But the confession of this father (wnius diet laborem arripui), and his 
known method of proceeding, as given in the preface to his version of Judith (see Jntrod. to 
that book), are a sufficient explanation of most of its deficiencies. Unfortunately, the author- 
itative position of this text as the one, especially since the Middle Ages, ecclesiastically used 
and sanctioned, has given to it an importance which it in no sense deserves. Many translations 
into modern languages have been made from it, and not only Roman Catholics, but Protes- 
tants have, until a recent period, given it the preference before all others. What seems to be 
still another Latin text, sometimes named ‘¢ Itala III.’’ is extant in an old MS. whose read- 
ings have been given by Mai in vol. ix. of his Spicilegium Romanum Vaticanum. As only a 
few fragments, however, remain, it is impossible to classify it, relatively to the others, with 
any great degree of certainty. Cf. Reusch, Com., p. xxvi. 

In the Polyglot of Walton the Book of Tobit appears also in a Syriac translation. That it 
is a translation is evident from the exactness with which it follows its still extant Greek 
original (Greek A.). It is, indeed, announced in the superscription : ‘* Sequitur Liber Tobit ; 
ipse autem ponitur secundum traditionem LX X. interpretum.’’ But the agreement with this 
recension of the Greek text extends only to vii. 10. For Walton’s work two MSS. were 
used. On the margin of the first appears at this place, in Latin, the following note : ‘* Up 
to this point we have copied from a codex which was translated from the LXX. Since, 
however, this was mutilated, and we could not make it out any further, we find ourselves 
obliged to transcribe the remainder from another codex. Igitur que hine ad finem libri, ab 
editione alia sunt.’ (Lond. Pol., vol. vi., p. 43.) The latter part of the book, then, — that 
is, from vii. 11 on, — represents another recension of the Greek text, and, as it is generally 
agreed (so Fritzsche, Reusch, Sengelmann, and others), that which is known as Greek B., 
found inthe Sinaitie MS., to which the Itala and the Chaldaic of Neubauer are closely 
allied. ‘The text of this Syriac version is given in vol. iv. of the Polyglot ; but the readings, 
which are not numerous, in vol. vi. Bernstein has made a few emendations in the Zeitschrift 
der deutschen Morgenlind. Gesellschaft (iii. 400.) ; but they are not of great importance. 
The extreme literalness of the first of the two above-mentioned MSS. makes it of consider- 
able importance, as far as it goes, in a critical study of the work. 

As already noted, the Greek text appears in three different recensions, named sever- 
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ally A. B. and-C. . The last is represented by three MSS. (44. 106. 107.), and is the 
same as that found in the Syriac version from VII. 11. These MSS., however, are not of 
one recension throughout. From the beginning to vi. 9 they have the common text; 
from v. 10 to xiii. 18, the recension named C. According to Bickell,! this recension is also 
found from v. 9 to vi. 18 in a Vatican MS. of the Itala edited by Bianchini.2 The matter is 
by no means yet fully decided to which of the other two recensions — that principally repre- 
sented, on the one side, by the Vatican MS. (II.), or that, on the other, by the Sinaitie and 
Old Latin (Greek B.) —is to be given the preference. Bickell pronounces that known as 
Greek A. as the oldest of the three Gree# recensions, and the source of the other two, they 
being revisions of it, made with the help of the Hebrew original (sic). Gutberlet, since all 
the texts, in his opinion, have received more or less canonical recognition by their use in the 
church, thinks the matter is not one of the greatest importance, but chooses Greek B., which 
is preferable in a literary point of view, as the basis of his Commentary. Greek A., as he 
acknowledges, would have the preference on exsthetical grounds, while the Latin Vulgate 
surpasses all others jn dogmatical importance.’ Obviously, the question-is not to be thus 
settled. 

Fritzsche, in the Prolegomena to his edition of the Apocrypha in Greek, as well as in his 
Commentary, maintains with the utmost confidence, as against Ewald‘4 and Reusch,® the 
superiority of the text of the book usually followed. It is the text supported by much the 
largest number of MSS., and is the most quoted by the Greek Fathers. It is less diffuse than 
the other, and less smooth in its style of composition. On the other hand, as has been 
recently shown by Schiirer,® it is not to be denied that there are instances where A. seems to 
have a text less worthy of confidence than B., if indeed it has not been revised from it. See, 
for instance, i. 4, 19, 20. He holds that although there are cases where B. has been doubt- 
less emended, and A. has a preferable reading (as ati. 1; i.4: the rov sWicrov of A. being 
undoubtedly correct, while the Sinaitic has tov @eov; i. 14, the name ‘Pdyos is wanting), still 
there is nothing in the way of holding that, in general, it has the original text rather than A. 
The greater diffuseness of B., he thinks, is scarcely ever of the sort that it should be looked 
upon as an enlargement in the way of paraphrase ; but that it would appear, on the contrary, 
as though its more circumstantial account had been generally abridged in A. This opinion 
of Schiirer has the more weight since it represents his deliberate judgment after critical ex- 
amination, he having previously accepted Fritzsche’s view.’ 

In the present volume we have taken the ‘‘ received text ’’ as the basis of comment, but at 
the same time have given a translation of that known as Greek B. The former is found in 
the edition of the LXX. by Holmes and Parsons, together with the readings of eighteen 
MSS., whose comparatively few variations testify to the purity of form in which it has been 
transmitted. It has been best preserved in IJ., with which 52. (i—iii. 15) and 108. gener- 
ally agree. The remaining MSS., according to Fritzsche, arrange themselves as follows : 
TII. 58. 64. 243. 248. 249. 55. on the one side, and 23. 71. 74. 76. 236. 44. 106. 107. and 
the Syriac version as far as vii. 9, on the other. Codex Alexandrinus (LII.) has a mixed 
text, but ordinarily agrees with the former series. 


Has the Book a Basis in Facts? 


It is a question which has been much discussed, whether the Book of Tobit is to be con- 
sidered as veritable history or romance. The majority of critics favor, with more or less of 
limitation, the latter view. And if the construction of the story and its relation to the 
canonical books be carefully considered, it must be held to be the correct one. For 
instance, the two characters of Tobit and Sarra are drawn with too much similarity of 
_ coloring to suppose that they were actual historic personages. They were both at the same 
time treated to vituperation and reproach; at the same time betook themselves to prayer, 
and prayed for precisely the same thing, namely, that God would relieve them of their 
troubles by removing them from the world. And they are represented as similar not only in 
their fortunes, but also in their mental and moral characteristics: in their honesty, in their 
innocence of crime, although it was charged upon them; and in the nameless charm of 


virtuous souls. 
1 Zeitschrift fiir Katol. Theol., p. 218. uals» A : 
2 Vindicie Canonicarum Stcripturarum Vulgate Editionis, p. 350. Cf. Reusch, Libel. Tob., Preefat., p. iv. 
8 Page 19. 4 Jahrb. d. Bibl. Wissenschaft, ix. 191. 5 Com., p. iii. 6 Idem, col. 383. 
7 Idem, 1878, No. 7, col. 161. 
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Again,.no one can read the work without being continually reminded of a certain other 
Scriptural personage, whom Tobit resembles in the sad fortunes of his earlier life, as also in 
the restful and fruitful experiences of its closing years. The writer had doubtless “‘ heard 
of the patience of Job,’*and ‘‘seen the end of the Lord ;”’ for ‘ the Lord is merciful and 
compassionate.’? Tobit is represented as being like Job, —rich, of high standing, benev- 
olent towards the poor; like Job, notwithstanding his moral worth, he became poor, sick, 
and miserable. Both alike are mocked in their misfortunes by their wives, on whose support 
they are similarly dependent. Both long for death to release them from their sufferings. 
Both are healed in a surprising manner, and coMe in subsequent life into a position and 
attain a prosperity which far surpass those of their former most prosperous days. In both 
eases it is the special interposition of Jehovah which turns the scales in their favor when the 
period of their discipline is ended. 

Still further, the allusions in chap. xiv. 10 to the Book of Esther, —if they are admitted, 
— and the seeming effort to construct the story so as to correspond, in some degree, with that 
of this favorite book, is much more suggestive of fiction than of real biography. Whatever 
theory may be adopted in the explanation of this difficult passage (ct. Com., ad loc.), the 
feeling must still remain, that the writer seeks to enhance the glory of his more or less sup- 
posititious hero by associating him, not only with Job in his trials and his triumphs, but also 
with this earlier favorite of the Persian court. In view now of what has been said, but one 
opinion respecting the composition of the book seems tenable: it is a work of the imagination. 
Where the narrative is interrupted by outbursts of prayer, praise, or supposed prophetic 
utterance (as in chap. xiii.), there is the clearest evidence of attempted, though unsuccessful, 
adaptation of borrowed expressions to the circumstances of the story. It is indeed possible 
that a real family history lies at the basis of the narrative; but it seems far more probable 
that the author set out with certain moral ideas to which he wished to give utterance, and 
which he has clothed in this garb of quasi, or, to some extent actual, history, as the one or 
the other best suited his purpose. At least, it would appear that not the history, but the 
moral teaching, was the matter which lay nearest his heart. 


Historical Difficulties. 


That the Book of Tobit presents some peculiar historical difficulties is generally acknowl- 
edged, although there is by. no means the same unanimity respecting the importance to be 
attached to them, or the manner in which they are to be explained. Hengstenberg (Hv. K. 
Zeitung, 1853, p. 54), who, in the controversies on this subject twenty years ago, argued in 
favor of the publication of the apocryphal books in connection with the canonical, wrote : 
‘«The Book of Tobit is charged with containing many geographical, chronological, and his- 
torical, blunders, as well as some opinions which are improbable and worthy of suspicion. 
But the author had no intention of avoiding them, since he did not write history but a didac- 
tic story. To judge these [deficiencies, then, ] according to the standard of a historical com- 
position, is quite a mistake. He that would defend the historical character of the book will 
undoubtedly involve himself in the strangest perplexities.’’ But this is just what the most 
thoughtful and scholarly of the Roman Catholic defenders of the work —like Welte and 
Reusch — do. It will not be a work of supererogation, therefore, to make investigations con- 
cerning the nature and extent of these alleged faults. 

First, then, in chap. i. 2, we find the statement that Tobit was carried away as captive 
from Thisbe, in Galilee, in the time of Ennemessar (Shalmaneser, cf. Com. below). But, ac- 
cording to 2 Kings xv. 29, it was Tiglath Pileser who made this deportation of captives to 
Nineveh. The usual explanation of this apparent contradiction is that Tobit may have been 
taken indeed, with the captives in the time of Tiglath Pileser, and afterwards, en route, made 
his escape (Dereser, Scholz, Welte), and returned to Palestine to be subsequently removed 
to Nineveh by his successor, the Shalmaneser above mentioned; or, that he was not included 
at all among those at first deported (Reusch), but in the number of those removed by Shal- 
maneser, as noticed in 2 Kings xvii. 3, 6. But it is a fatal objection to the second explana- 
tion that it was not Shalmaneser, but Sargon, according to the Babylonian inscriptions — and 
the account in the passage from the Book of Kings is not out of harmony with it — who took 
Samaria, and he did not carry his captives to Nineveh, where Tobit was carried, but placed 
them in ‘‘ Halah and in Habor [by] the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes.” Cf. 
Bib. Com., ad loc. ; Transactions, 1873, p. 328 ; Rawlinson, Herod., i. 477 £., and Ancient Mon., 


THE BOOK OF TOBIT. TD. 


li. 152. And with respect to the first explanation, our answer to the second is valid also 
against it, — that Sargon was the Assyrian monarch who actually captured Samaria, while 
the theory that so important a family as that of Tobit could have been in the two deporta- 
tions of Tiglath Pileser (cf. Bib, Com. at 2 Kings xvi. 9) overlooked, or that, with the rigor 
with which prisoners of war were then guarded, he made his escape from the victorious 
Assyrian army, has too much the appearance of a subterfuge to require sober investigation. 
The writer of the book was evidently misled by the apparent statements of 2 Kings xvii. 3-6, 
Xvili. 9-11, and by not comparing them with that of xv. 29. Bosanquet (Transactions, 1874, 
i. pp. 1-27) maintains that Tiglath Piles&, Shalmaneser, and Sargon were all on the throne 
together; at first, the first two, then the three, « by some state arrangement which has not 
yet been explained.’’ If this were to be admitted, it might still be regarded, at least, as 
highly improbable that Tiglath Pileser being still on the throne, an event of so much import- 
ance should have been spoken of as taking place during the reign of his associate and in- 
ferior. 

A second discrepancy in dates occurs in chap. i.4. It is there said that Tobit was a young 
man (vewrépov wou dvros) when his tribe Nephthali fell away (with the ten tribes) from Judah. 
But this occurred, if as seems necessary (see Com. ad loc.), the political separation is referred 
to, a couple of centuries before the Babylonian captivity, while according to the received 
Greek text (xiv. 2, 11) Tobit reached only the age of 158. On the other hand, if we follow 
the other texts, the discrepancies are found to be no less perplexing. 

Another error is found in the fifteenth verse of the same chapter. Sennacherib is repre- 
sented as both the son and successor of Ennemessar, 7. e., Shalmaneser. But it is now suf- 
ficiently well established by the Assyrian inscriptions that Sennacherib was the son of Sar- 
gon. Cf. Rawlinson, Ancient Mon., ii. 155; Herod., i. 481, and Schrader, Die Keilinschriften, 
p- 169. Bosanquet (Transactions, 1874, p. 27) would explain by supposing either that Sen- 
nacherib suppresses the name of his father, Sargon, because he wishes to be regarded as 
descending from the legitimate line of kings, or that he became the son of Shalmaneser by 
marriage. Both suppositions, however, are simply conjectures. 

Also, in the twenty-first verse, it is said that ‘‘ not fifty days’? passed (the Sinaitic MS. 
says ‘‘ forty days’’), i. e., as is evident from the connection, after the return of Sennacherib 
from his disastrous campaign in Palestine, ‘‘ before two of his sons killed him.’”? But from 


idea of a considerable time is undoubtedly involved in this word. Moreover, the same fact 
is clear from the inscriptions (cf. Schrader, Die Keilinschriften, p. 205 £.), according to which 
he conducted no less than five more or less important campaigns against his enemies after 
this event. And Rawlinson says (Ancient Mon., ii. 169,170): “The murder of the disgraced 
Sennacherib, ‘ within fifty-five [ ?] days’ of his return to Nineveh, seems to be an invention 
of the Alexandrian Jew who wrote the Book of Tobit. The total destruction of the empire, 
in consequence of this blow, is an exaggeration of Josephus, rashly credited by some moderns. 
Sennacherib did not die until B. c. 681, seventeen years after his misfortune; and the empire 
suffered so little that we find Esarhaddon, a few years later, in full possession of all the ter- 
ritory that any king before him had ever held, ruling from Babylonia to Egypt, or (as he 
himself expresses it) ‘from the rising up of the sun to the going down of the same.’ ”’ 

Still, again, in the last verse of the book, it is said that Tobias heard, before his death in 
Media at the age of one hundred and twenty-seven (the other texts give, Vulg., 99; Sin., 
117) of the destruction of Nineveh by ‘‘ Nabuchodonosor and Assuerus.’’ Now, if we com- 
pare the date of the period fixed for the beginning of Tobit’s captivity (i. 2) with the further 
date of his blindness, and of his death (xiv. 2), and of the marriage and death of Tobias 
(x. 10; xiv. 14), it will be evident that our author has made other chronological blunders. 
First, there is not a sufficient interval between the alleged deportation of Shalmaneser and 
the destruction of Nineveh for the events narrated in the book. Second, supposing Tobias 
to have been twenty-seven years of age when he returned with his wife to his father’s house 
— Tobit was sixty-six — then, instead of moving into Media, and living to a good old age, 
after his father’s death, he must have died, according to the book, very soon after. Or, even 
if he were less than twenty-seven at the date of his marriage, the representation of the book 
(xiv. 12-14) would be an exaggeration. Moreover, third, as we have shown below in 
connection with the commentary, there can be no dependence placed on the statement of 
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the same verse that ‘‘ Nabuchodonosor and Assuerus”’ took Nineveh. Saracus was at this 
time king of Assyria, with his capital at Nineveh. One of his ablest generals was Nabopolas- 
sar, whom he sent to Babylon to operate against the Susianians, while he retained the bulk 
of his forces to engage the Medes, who also had assailed his empire from another quarter. 
Nabopolassar, however, instead of continuing to support the waning fortunes of his monarch, 
proved faithless, made terms with Cyaxares, king of the Medes at that time, on the condition 
that his son should be betrothed to the*king’s daughter, and both of them turned their united 
forces against Nineveh, which fell before them at about B.C. 625. This is Niebuhr’s date. 
Later authorities place the date of this event at B. c. 609-607. Rawlinson (Herod., i. 502) 
says B.C. 610. Cf. Ancient Mon., ii. 231, 232. This alliance seems to be noticed in a pas- 
sage in Herodotus (i. 106): ‘* They took Nineveh — I will relate how in another history — 
and conquered all Assyria, except the district of Babylonia.’’ It is plainly stated by Aby- 
denus (Euseb., Chron., i. 9): ‘* Sed enim hic, capto rebellandi consilio, Amuhiam Asty- 
agis Medorum principis filiam nato suo Nabucodrossoro despondebat; moxque raptim contra 
Ninum, seu Ninivem, urbem impetum faciebat.’? The same also is supported by Polyhistor, 
through Syncellus (Chronograph., ad loc.) and by Josephus, Antig., x. 5,§1). The latter says, 
‘‘ Now Neco, king of Egypt, raised an army and marched to the river Euphrates, in order to 
fight with the Medes and Babylonians, who had overthrown the dominion of the Assyrians.’’ 
Hence, while it is possible that Cyaxares may have also borne the name ‘‘ Assuerus,’’ it 
seems reasonably certain that the introduction of ‘¢ Nabuchodonosor’s’’ name is an anachro- 
nism. Sengelmann (Com., p. 118) also cites a Hebrew work of the second century which gives 
to Nebuchadnezzar the credit of subjugating Nineveh. But the influence that his betrothal 
with the daughter of Cyaxares had on that event was so important, and his name was so 
much more distinguished than that of his father, that such a statement is not to be wondered 
at. This may have been the occasion also for what is said in the present book. 


Other Improbabilities. 


In addition to these historical discrepancies, there have also been urged against the credi- 
bility of the Book of Tobit, and as it would appear justly, certain other improbabilities of the 
narrative. Since these, however, have been for the most part noticed “where they occur in 
connection with the following commentary, we need only, with the utmost brevity, refer to 
them here. In chap. ii. 9, Tobit is represented as sleeping in the court of his house, instead 
of the house itself, because he had -become ceremonially unclean by coming in contact with a 
dead body. But just before (ver. 4),on the same day, by his own admission, he had handled 
this very body, and immediately afterwards returned home and partaken of food, apparently 
without a thought of its impropriety. Again, while lying by the wall in the court, it is said 
that sparrows. ‘‘ muted warm dung into his eyes” (ii. 10), 7. e., into both his eyes at the same 
time, and he became blind in consequence. The utter improbability of any such thing tak- 
ing place in this manner needs only to be suggested. Further, in iv. 12, Noah is represented 
as one who married a wife from among his own kindred. The illustration is, to say the least, 
‘¢ far-fetched,’’ besides, we have no information from the canonical books of Scripture con- 
cerning whom Noah married. 

Again, there seems to be no good reason for the introduction of Tobit’s dog into the nar- 
rative (v. 16; xi. 4). To say (with Dereser, Scholz, Com., ad loc.) that it was in order that, 
on the return of the son and his angel guide, the dog might run ahead to announce their com- 
ing, is to say what is quite insufficient, while it lacks the support of the Greek text, accord- 
ing to which it is simply said: 6 wy dmobev adrav. It is true that the dog was much esteemed 
in Egypt, and often appears on the monuments of that country (cf. Transact., iv. 172 ff.), and 
also, as used for the chase, on those of Assyria (Rawlinson, Ancient Mon., i. 234) and Media 
(idem, ii, 301); but the present is the only known instance where a Jew is represented as 
treating a dog with anything like familiarity. He was employed by them as a watch for 
guarding flocks (Job xxx. 1; Is. lvi. 10), but, on the other hand, the term ‘doe’? has 
always been among them an expression of utter contempt, as it still is throughout the East 
(see Van Lennep, Bible Lands, p. 278). It is a fact worthy of notice that in both the Chal- 
daic and Hebrew (Miinster) texts all mention of the dog is left out. 

Still further, the young Tobias has a remarkable experience with a fish on the first evening 
of his journey (vi. 3). He went down to the river Tigris to bathe, and “ a fish leaped out of 
the water and would have swaJowed him. But the angel said unto him, ‘ Lay hold of the 
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fish.” And the young man got possession of (mastered, éxpdrnoe) the fish, and drew it to 
land.’’ And in the following verse it is said that the two travellers, after roasting the fish, 
ate it. Did they eat all of it? It is elsewhere said (xii. 19) that the angel only “appeared ” 
to eat. And what sort of a fish was it that thought to have made a meal of Tobias but was 
made a meal of by Tobias? And where was the dog during this startling episode ? 

In chap. viii. 9, we read that Raguel, after suffering Tobias —and being all too easily 
persuaded, one might say, considering the circumstances —to marry his daughter, goes out 
and digs a grave with the expectation of burying his son-in-law there without any one’s know- 
ing it, except his wife. But he afterwards (ver. 18) allows his servants to fill the grave, who 
would thus learn for what purpose it had been intended. (In the Chaldaic text the account 
is somewhat different.) Had he disposed of the bodies of seven previous sons-in-law in 
this manner? How was it possible for him in such a case to escape an investigation on the 
part of his own brethren, if not of the government of the country? In chap. ix. 1-6, it 
seems to be represented that Raphael, with camels and a servant, made the journey from 
Ecbatania to Rages in Media and returned in two days. The distance between the two 
places must have been nearly or quite two hundred miles, which supposition, moreover, 
agrees well with the statement of Arrian that the army of Alexander required eleven days 
to travel it in one direction. Cf. Rawlinson, Ancient Mon., ii. 272. Further, in chap. xi. 
7, 8, Raphael is said to have counseled Tobias to greet his blind father, on his return, with- 
out any previous preparation, by rubbing the pungent gall of the fish on his eyes. The 
author, in aiming at special picturesqueness here, ceased to be natural. The Syriac fitly 
represents the father as saying in astonishment: ‘‘ What hast thou done, my son?’’ ‘The 
conduct of the new-comers was truly sensational in more than one respect. Once more, what 
are we to think of a holy angel, of Raphael’s pretended rank, who not only acts in general 
the part of this angel of the book of Tobit, in connection with a simple family history, but 
tells deliberate falsehood, even on the slightest occasion? He told Tobias (ver. 6), “I have 
lodged with our brother Gabael;” he declared to the father (ver. 12): ‘‘ I am Azarias, son of 
Ananias the great.’’ It is no sufficient justification of such conduct to refer to the sins of 
the patriarchs in this respect, as some have done, since no one attempts to justify these sins, 
much less to hold that angels should take the patriarchs as their examples. To say, with 
Reusch (Com., ad loc.), that since the angel had assumed the character of Azarias, son of 
Ananias, therefore, it was only a natural consequence that he should act accordingly, is 
simply to seek to justify one act of dissimulation by another. 


Doctrinal Teaching. 


A variety of opinions exists respecting the aim of the author in the preparation of his work, 
and it may arise from the fact that no one object was particularly prominent in his mind. 
Cramer’s theory seems as well as any to meet the circumstances of the case. He says (Dar- 
stell. d. Moral, etc., p. 14): ‘‘ In the Book of Tobit, various moral doctrines and truths are in 
the way of example set forth, without one’s being in a position to pronounce exactly which 
the leading idea is..... Only so much can with certainty be affirmed, that Tobias and 
Sarah play the principal part in them. The leading ideas of the book are that righteousness, 
although it may seem to be at the mercy of wickedness, yet, in the end, conquers; that God 
hears the true inward prayer of the afflicted in time of suffering ; and that one may win the 
love of Jehovah by the practice of almsgiving, the burial of the dead, and other. pious acts. 
Yet there are so many other moral reflections mixed in, that the former often seem to stand 
[in the book] on account of the latter.’’ Our object, under the present head, will be to 
point out certain peculiarities in the doctrinal teaching of the composition with special ref- 
erence to the claim that is made for it to be reckoned among the canonical books of Scrip- 
ture. 

And we will first notice its position with respect to the ministry of angels. This, in gen- 
eral, is its teaching : there are angels good and bad. Among the good are seven of special 
prominence, who stand before God and present to Him the prayers of the saints (xii. 15). 
One of themis Raphael. The same also appear among men, and participate in various 
human activities and events (xii. 12 f.) ; serve as guides on long journeys, in which they 
share with their human companions couch and food, although only in appearance (vi. pas- 
sim); act the part of physicians in prescribing for bodily ailments (iii. 17). Of the evil 
angels, on the other hand, one is Asmodzus. They seek to injure men, and have power to 
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kill them. They are also capable of sexual lust, and have unhallowed intercourse with the 
daughters of men. But there are special means of exorcising them, which consist, at least 
at times, in certain prepared medicaments which are burnt, the smoke of the same being to 
them unendurable (vi. 7). On smelling this smoke the demons will flee to their desolate 
dwelling-place in Upper Egypt (viii. 3), where they then may be fast bound by the good 
angels. 

Now, no one needs to ask the question of a person well acquainted with the teaching of 
the canonical books on these several points, whether the Book of Tobit is in harmony with 
them. Its angelology will at once be recognized as an exaggeration, and, in some respects, a 
total perversion of that of these books. There is nothing, for instance,.in the acknowledged 
books of the Bible which, when properly interpreted, can be held to support the view that 
there are just seven holy angels of superior rank, who specially minister before God. The 
passages that are sometimes cited from the Old Testament as showing this (Dan. x. 13 ; 
Ezek. ix. 2; Zech. iii. 9) have obviously not this meaning. And the same may be said of 
the New Testament (Rev. i. 4; iv. 5; v. 6), although so sagacious and careful a Critic as 
Stuart taught the contrary, adducing, among other grounds in its support, the Book of Tobit, 
‘¢ one of the earliest, most simple and attractive of all the apocryphal books’? (Apoc., ii. 17 
ff.). Moreover, this doctrine of an order of archangels, seven in number, is not only not to 
be found in the Bible, but is to be found in a fixed and definite form in Parseeism and the 
later Jewish enlargements and embellishments of the teachings of the Bible. According to 
the Zoroastrian religion, there were seven superior beings who stood around the throne of 
Deity, to each one of whom a distinct name was given. And it is well known that among 
the Jews at the time of Christ, and earlier, there were Cabalists who taught that there were 
seven archangels set over the planets, and that they ruled the world respectively, on the sev- 
eral days of the week. Raphael was the one whose special sphere was the sun. Among the 
Babylonians, too, the number seven was even more in use as a holy number than among the 
Jews, as many instances from the monuments prove. On one, for example, is the following 
so-called ‘‘ Song of the Seven Spirits ’’: — 

‘‘They are seven! They are seven! 
In the depths of the ocean they are seven! 
In the heights of heaven they are seven! 
In the ocean stream, in a palace, were they born! 
Male they are not! Female they are not! 
Wives they have not! Children are not born to them! 
Rule they have not! Government they know not! 


Prayers they hear not! They are seven! 
They are seven! Twice over they are seven!” 


See Records of the Past, iii. 148, and Transact., ii. 58. The following works and articles 

may be consulted for a fuller presentation of the subject: Rawlinson, Ancient Mon., iii. 347; 
_ Kohut (see Index of Authors); Schenkel’s Bib. Lex., under “ Engel”; Riehm, Handwérterb., ad 
voc. ; Sengelmann, Hinleit., p. 23; Bretschneider, Systemat. Darstell., p. 187 £.; Graetz, Ge- 
schichte, ii. (2) 20, 416; Ronsch, Buch der Jubilden, p. 489 f.; Nork, p. 383; Dillmann, 
Henoch, p. 97; same by Hoffmann, p. 123; Gfrorer, i. 11; Herzog’s Real-Encyk., under 
‘“« Engel”; Langen, Judenthum, etc. p. 297; Ilgen, Hinleit., p- lxxxiii. ; Stud. u. Krit., 1833, 
pp. 772, 1163; 1839, p. 329. : 

According to the Book of Tobit (xii. 15), further, it is one of the duties of these superior 
angels to present to God, in the way of mediation, the prayers of his people. In this respect, 
too, it stands outside the*sphere of Biblical teaching among works that are acknowledced to 
be apocryphal. Some passages from the Scriptures have been cited, indeed (Job xxiii. 33; 
Acts x. 4; Rev. viii. 3), as having a similar meaning. But in none of these passages is it 
by any means, taught, that angels are actual intercessors for men. The Book of Tobit iia 
taken its coloring, it is clear, from traditional opinions, which are represented in a still more 
definite form in other similar works. The Book of Enoch, for instance (ix. 3), contains the 
following address to certain supposed archangels: ‘¢ And now, to you, O ye holy ones of 
heaven, the souls of men complain, saying, ‘Obtain justice for us with the Most Hish.?”? At 
xl, 6, again, Gabriel is spoken of as ‘‘ petitioning and praying ”’ for those who dwell on earth. 
In the Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs, in connection with a description of the seven 
heavens, the writer says (‘‘ Test. Levi,” iii.): ‘In the fifth are the angels of the presence of 
God, who minister and make propitiatory offerings to the Lord.” Again, in chap. v. of the 
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same Testament an angel is made to say : “I am the angel who intercedes for pardon with 
respect to the nation of Israel’? Cf. Fabricius, Codex Pseudep., i. pp. 546, 550. 

Still another peculiar feature of the angelology of the Book of Tobit is the plain intimation 
that angels may become enamored with women of the human race, and enjoy with them unhal- 
lowed sexual intercourse. There is no other reasonable explanation of the relations said to 
have been sustained to Sarra by Asmodeus, But on what is such an idea based? It can 
only be based on a false interpretation of the well-known passage in Genesis (vi. 2), where 
the “sons of God’? are spoken of as intermarrying with the daughters of men. ‘This view 
was widely accepted, at first, in the synagogue and the church, and may have been shared 
also by the translators of the Septuagint, since the MSS. are divided between the reading 
viol ro @cod and &yyeAor tr. ©. Two important apocryphal works, in addition to the Book of 
Tobit, contain the teaching, —the Book of Enoch, and the Book of the Jubilees, or the 

Little Genesis. It is not necessary to say that in our day there are scarcely any commenta- 
tors of note who give it the least countenance as the real meaning of the passage cited from 
Genesis. Again, the canonical Scriptures give no countenance to the views of the Book of 
Tobit (vi. 16) respecting the exorcism of demons. These views, however, are in complete 
harmony with practices which were common among the Jews and other nations before and 
after the time of Christ. On one of the Babylonian monuments occurs a singular instance 
of the use of the magic knot (karddecuos) for the purpose of exorcising demoniacal spirits. 
The inscription is as follows :— 





‘*Go, my son! . 
Take a woman’s linen kerchief, 
Bind it (?) round thy right hand : loose it (?) from the left hand; 
Knot it with seven knots: do so twice; 
Bind it round the head of the sick man; 
Bind it round his head and feet, like manacles and fetiers: 
Sit down (?) on his bed: 
Sprinkle holy water over him: 
The gods will receive his dying spirit.’’ } 


Many allusions in the New Testament itself show how prevalent the use of extraordinary 
means for exorcism was at that time (Matt. xii. 27; Acts xix. 13, 16). Josephus, also 
(Antiq., viii. 2, § 5), gives an account of an instance even more extravagant in some of its 
features than that used against Asmodeus. And Justin Martyr (Dial. cum Tryph., ec. 85) 
puts the inquiry, whether a Jew could exorcise a demon by using the name of the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. That the power exercised so wonderfully by Christ, and before 
and after his ascension by his disciples, over the powers of darkness, was of quite another 
sort, and employed in quite another manner, needs no proof. To none of these instances 
would the term ‘‘ exorcise,’’ in its usual signification, be at all applicable. 

A second important particular in which the Book of Tobit separates itself in its doctrinal 
teaching from the canonical Scriptures is the emphasis which it lays on the matter of fasting 
and almsgiving. A careful examination will show that the opinion expressed by Westcott 
(Smith’s Bible Dict., art. ‘* Tobit ’’) on this point is somewhat too favorable. He says: 
‘« There may be symptoms of a tendency to formal righteousness of works; but as yet the 
works are painted as springing from a living faith. The devotion due to Jerusalem is united 
with definite acts of charity (i. 6-8), and with the prospect of wider blessings (xili.11). The 
giving of alms is not a mere scattering of wealth, but a real service of love Go LG ieiy rie 1-7; 
iv. 7, 11, 16), though at times the emphasis which is laid upon the duty is exaggerated (as it 
seems) from the special circumstances in which the writer was placed (xii. 9; xiv. 10, 11).” 

With respect to fasting, it is well known that among the Jews it was looked upon quite 
differently at the time of Christ from what it had been up to the period when the canonical 
books of Scripture were gathered. How much stress the Pharisees laid upon the observance 
is clear from many allusions in the New Testament, and is proved also from other sources. 
Cf. Schiirer, p. 505. Now, the tendency to exaggerate the duty and the merit of fasting 
seems to have begun soon after the cessation of prophecy. Some signs of it, indeed, are 
manifest in the warnings of the later prophets (Is. lviii. 3-7; ef. Zech. vii. 5). But in the 
various apocryphal books, including the present one, it is seen in rapid development. Cf. 


1See Transact., ii. 54. 
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Jud. viii. 6; 2 Esdras vi. 31, ix. 23,x.4. The writer of Tobit does, it is true, teach that 
prayer is to be united with fasting (xii. 8); but the whole tenor of the book shows that this 
prayer, too, in harmony with the spirit of the time, was but another form of the opus opera- 
tum by which it was hoped to win righteousness before God. It is the advocacy of fasting as 
a regularly recurring, and in itself meritorious, observance that divides these apocryphal teach- 
ings from that of the canonical books. It is the false spirit that breathes in them, and that 
finds its unmistakable utterance at last in the words: ‘I fast twice in the week; I give 
tithes of all I possess,” etc. (Luke xviii. 12). We have, indeed, not to go very far back 
before we find the veritable prototype of this familiar character. Tobit says (i. 3): “ All the 
days of my life I have walked in righteousness and truth; ’’ “ The whole house of Nephthali 
apostatized,” but I stood fast (i.6). “All my brethren partook of the bread of the heathen,” 
but I did not (i. 11, 12). 

But particular emphasis is laid, in our book, on the duty of almsgiving. In fact, to such 
an extent is this the case that some critics have regarded it as one of the leading objects 
of the composition to inculcate the duty. Tobit is represented as taking particular credit 
to himself for having given alms so freely (i. 3, 16). He enjoins the same earnestly 
upon his son (iv. 7, 8). He declares that such giving of alms is an d@yatdy, and to be 
ranged with fasting, prayer, and righteousness (xii. 8). He even holds that it saves 
from death (iv. 10), purifies from all sin (xii. 9), and imparts the fullness of life (xii. 9; 
xiv. 10, 11). Is this in harmony with the teachings of the canonical Scriptures? No 
doubt, they inculcate the same duty. But do they ascribe to its right performance 
the same relative importance, and especially do they expect from it the same extraor- 
dinary results? The question needs only to be asked. That we do not mistake the 
real purport of these passages from the Book of Tobit will appear when they are examined 
in the original. It teaches that ‘‘ almsgiving saves from death ”’ (é€Aenuootvn éx Cavdrou pierat) 
‘‘ purifies from every sin’’ (dmroxaSapiel macav duapriay), and to those practicing it imparts 
‘the fullness of life (of rotodyres Sixaocdvvas rAncOjncovra (wis). There can be little doubt that 
the word @dvaros is here used in its general sense as denoting the punitive consequences of 
sin; and so including not only the death of the body, but all other evil effects of transgres- 
sion. This would appear, not only from the well-established meaning which the term had. 
already acquired (see Cremer’s Lez., ad voc., and Sengelmann, LHinleit., p. 33), but also from 
the connection in which it is employed, and the striking contrast into which it is brought 
(xii. 9) with the idea of purification from all sin and the fullness of life. In fact, it would 
have been difficult at that time to have expressed the idea of deliverance from eternal death 
with more exactness or definiteness. It is quite a different thought that rules in such pas- 
sages as Ps. xli. 1-3; Prov. x. 2, xi. 4, xix. 7; Dan.iv. 27; Matt. xxv. 3i ff.; Luke xi. 41, xvi. 
9; and many others. In none of them do we find anything that brings any real support to 
the teaching that ‘‘ almsgiving purifies from every sin,’’ and rescues one from the destruction 
that sin has caused. It is the teaching alone of the Book of Tobit, with other associated 
apocryphal books (cf. Ecclus. iii. 31; xxix. 12), and of that perverse rabbinism which did 
not hesitate to make void the law of God through its traditions. Indeed, it is easy to see 
just where our book steps aside from the safe path. It is where it takes a single and sub- 
ordinate element of a virtue, and exalts it above the virtue in its complete form. This, in 
fact, is characteristic of all heresy (aipeors. Cf. Trench, Syn. of the N. T., 1st ser., p- 239). 
The writer of the Book of Tobit exhibits, only in a superior degree, the marks of a tendency 
which appears in the translation of the LX.X. when they give éAenuoodvn as the rendering for 
M273. They took a part for the whole. He went further, and took almsgiving for ércnuootyn, 
— the outward act for the inward feeling, — and ended by ascribing to it a power which no 
one should have dared to give even to righteousness, except in its highest form. As it is, 
we meet already, in this pre-Christian document, the denial in advance of the central truth 

of Christianity: ‘‘ But if ye walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one 
with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanseth us from all sin.’? See 1 
John i. 5. 
Author, Place, and Time of Composition. 

The author of the Book of Tobit was undoubtedly a Jew, as is sufficiently proved by its 
language and spirit. That he wrote in Palestine, however, by no means follows. He is cer- 
tainly not unacquainted with the countries with which the Jews after the Captivity were 
brought in contact — Egypt, Babylon, and Media. It is indeed most probable, considering 
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especially the form of the narrative throughout, that the opinion of Ewald is correct, who 
holds that the book was written in the far East. He bases his opinion not only on the 
author’s accurate knowledge of the places where the scene of the book is laid, his use of 
proper names then and there common, but also on what he considers the special aim of the 
work itself. (See Geschichte d. Volk. Is., iv. 269.) The same critic dates its origin at the 
end of the period of the Persian dominion (victory of Alexander at Issus, B. c. 333). But 
this is evidently too early. Eichhorn could not make up his mind that it was even a product 
of the pre-Christian era. Hitzig holds that it was written after the capture of Jerusalem by 
the Romans. Graetz, Kohut, and Neubauer refer it to a time when the burial of their dead 
was prohibited to the Jews. There are two such periods known in Jewish history: the first 
at about A. D. 250, under the Guebres in Persia, at which time Kohut fixes the date of the 
composition. But this supposition overlooks the fact that the work is cited by Clement of 
Alexandria. Hence, Graetz and Neubauer decide upon the time of Hadrian, ‘after the fall 
of the famous fortress of Bether, so valiantly defended by Bar Kokhba. The Talmud men- 
tions in fact that the benediction after meals —‘ Blessed be he who is good and doeth good ” 
— was instituted after the dead bodies round Bether were allowed to be buried.’ (See Neu- 
bauer, The Book of’ Tobit, p. xvii.) Hilgenfeld and Vaihinger, with Fabricius and others, 
maintain that it was composed in the first century (B. C.); while even Scholz does not accept 
Ewald’s date, but decides for the earlier part of the period of the Graeco-Macedonian rule. 

In the mean time, there are certain facts of importance bearing on the question. These 
are, (1.) The composition of such a book as the present one by a Jew, in Greek, or its trans- 
lation into Greek, if it were first written in Hebrew; (2.) its doctrinal bearings, especially the 
form which Judaism here assumes with respect to the outside world, its governments and its 
own hopes. These show a much later origin than that supposed by Ewald. On the other 
hand, there is no sufficient reason for fixing the date at so late a period as that assigned by 
Hitzig, or even by Vaihinger and Hilgenfeld, while it might be urged against their view that 
the work bears clear marks of an earlier age. ‘It is simple in tone. There is wanting in it 
that rhetorical pathos which was, at this later period, so much liked. And its contents are 
not so artificially arranged or composed in a manner to excite wonder, as was the custom of 
the later time.” (Fritzsche, Einleit., p. 16.) On these grounds, it seems on the whole 
most likely that the composition had its origin, as the latter critic, Keil, Herzfeld, and others 
suppose, near the close of the Maccabean wars. 


History. 

There is no allusion to the Book of Tobit in the writings of either Philo or Josephus. The 
supposed references of the New Testament, as for example at Matt. vii. 12 (cf. Luke vi. 31), 
2 Cor. viii. 12, to Tobit iv. 16, iv. 9, respectively, are quite too general and uncertain to 
claim attention. It is doubtful whether Polycarp (Ep. ad Phil., x.), in the words : ‘‘ Elee- 
mosyna de morte liberat,’’ would cite Tob. iv. 10, or Ecclus. xxix. 12 (cf. iii. 30), where es- 
sentially the same expression occurs. The first undisputed citation is that of Clement of 
Alexandria (Strom., vi. 12; see also, ii. 23), who quotes from the Greek text the words of 
Tobit xii. 8: "Ayabby vnorela werd mpocevxfs, and accompanies them with the usual formula of 
citation from Scripture. But as he is the first so is he also the last important writer of the 
Greek church who assigns to it this position; sinee Origen, however inconsistent his practice 
may have been, rested the authority of the work simply on the usage of the church, declaring 
that the Jews rejected it along with Judith (Zp. ad Afric., xiii.). So also Athanasius, who 
in his formal list reckoned it definitely among the apocryphal books, but still recommended 
its use to those ‘‘ desirous of being instructed in the rules of piety,” and used it himself, and 
at times even as though it possessed canonical authority (see Apol. ¢. Arian., xi. cf, Tobit 
xii. 7). That this was the attitude of the entire ancient Greek church as a body is evident, 
among other reasons, from the fact that in the reaction of modern times it has been main- 
tained by them (cf. Herzog’s Real-Encyk., vii. 268). The work was included in no one of 
the three important catalogues of the Biblical books by Cyril of Jerusalem, Gregory of Nazi- 
anzus, and Epiphanius respectively. The same is true of the list of Melito of Sardis, and of 
5th of the Apostolical Canons.} 

Be crcensty, Petes the African church, where we find Lucifer of Cagliari (f A. D. 371) 
making use of the Old Latin translation of the book, and Augustine (a. D. 354-430) recom- 


1 Cf. Smith’s Dict. of Christ. Antiq., art. “ Apostol. Can.” 
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mending it as among the books ‘‘ received by the church,’’ —i. e., the Latin African church 
— it passed into that of the West. At first, however, it was not received without hesitation, 
Ruffinus (+ a. p. 410) classing it among books ‘‘ ecclesiastical,” rather than ‘‘ canonical,”’ 
while Jerome (A. D. 329-420), as is well known, held it, together with the other apocryphal 
productions which had been added to the Hebrew canon, to be unauthoritative. ‘The influ- 
ence of Augustine, the controversialist, seems, however, to have finally preponderated over 
that of Jerome, the scholar, since the councils of Hippo (A. D. 393), of Carthage (4."D. 397), 
and of Carthage (A. pD. 419), in all of which he took part, fixed the canon according to his 
list in De Doct. Chr., ii. 8. But, as a matter of fact, the views of Augustine himself were 
far from being clear on the subject. In practice he, too, admitted a distinction between the 
books of the Hebrew canon and the apocryphal (cf. Westcott, Bib. in Ch., p. 187), and was 
no doubt much influenced in his general position by a high regard for the LXX., possibly, 
also, for his spiritual father, Ambrose, who seems to have been a warm admirer of some of 
the apocryphal books, especially of Tobit, whom he calls a prgphet. 

In the history of the book, as of the Apocrypha in general, subsequent to the time of Au- 
gustine and Jerome, the influence of both of these fathers is clearly observable, though in 
different directions. While the majority held by the opinion of the former, as sanctioned by 
the early councils, there were not a few writers of note, even up to the time of the council 
of Trent, who as firmly defended, or at least conformed in practice, to that of the latter. An 
African bishop, Junilius (cir. aA. p. 550), not only distinguishes the apocryphal from the 
other books of Scripture, but in his list makes no mention of Tobit whatever. Gregory the 
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Great (+ A. D. 604) apologizes for quoting from 1 Mace., and cites Tobit (Hom. in Ezech., 


ix.) as something which ‘‘ per quendam sapientem dicitur.’? Venerable Bede (+ A. D. 735) 
wrote a commentary on Tobit (In librum B. Patris Tobie explanationis allegorice de Christo 
et Ecclesia, lib. i.), but did not regard the work as of canonical authority. Nicolaus de Lyra 


(f A. D. 1340), in his Prefat. in Libr. Tobie, says: ‘‘ Veritas scripta in libris canonicis 


prior est tempore quantum ad plura, et dignitate quantum ad omnia, quam sit illa que scri- 
bitur in non canonicis.” In more modern times, the history of the book has not been peculiar 
to itself, but, in general, has corresponded with that of the other works of its class. In the 
Anglican church, however, it attained in very early times to an extraordinary position, 
which it holds to this day. Not only was the judgment of Luther and other continental 
Protestant leaders confirmed that it was a work “useful for Christian reading,” but it was 
quoted in the Second Book of Homilies as the teaching of “the Holy Ghost in Scripture,” 
and several passages were introduced from it into different parts of the Book of Common 


Prayer. 


Prd 


Me 


LOB nT 


Cuarrsr I. 


1 Boox' of the history of Tobit, the son of Tobiel, the son of Ananiel, the son of 
2 Aduel, the son, of Gabael,? of the seed of Asiel,? of the tribe of N ephthalim,* who 
in the time of Enemessarus king of the Assyrians was led captive out of Thisbe, 
3 which is at the right hand of Cydis of Nephthalim® in Galilee above Aser. I To- 
bit walked * all the days of my life in the way of truth and righteousness,’ and I did 
many almsdeeds to my brethren, and my nation, who had come together with me 
4 into the land of the Assyrians, to Nineve.® And when I was in my country, in the 
land of Israel, being young,’ all the tribe of Nephthalim ” my father fell from the 
house of Jerusalem, which was chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, that all the 
tribes should sacrifice there, and the temple of the habitation of the Most High 
& had been consecrated there, and built for all ages. And” all the tribes which 
together revolted, and the house of my father Nephthalim,” sacrificed unto the 
6 heifer“ Baal. And I alone went often to Jerusalem. at the feasts, as it was 
prescribed unto all Israel” by an everlasting decree, having the first-fruits and 
tenths of increase, with that which was first shorn.; and them gave I for“ the altar 
7 to the priests the children of Aaron. The tenth” part of all increase I gave to the 
children of Levi,’* who ministered at Jerusalem; and the second tenth” part I 
8 sold,” and went and spent it every year at Jerusalem; and the third I gave unto 
them to whom it was meet, as Debbora™ my father’s mother had directed,” because 
9 I was left an orphan by my father. And™ when I became*™ a man, I married 
10 Anna who was of my kindred,” and of her I begat Tobias. And when I was carried 
away captive * to Nineve, all my brethren and those that were of my nation” did 
11, 12 eat-of the bread of the Gentiles; but I kept myself so that I did not eat,* be- 
13 cause [remembered God with all my soul.” And the Most High gave me agreeable- 
14 ness and beauty of form® before Enemessarus, and* I was his purveyor. And I 
went into Media, and left in trust with Gabaelus, the brother of Gabrias, at Rages * 
15 a city of Media, ten talents of silver. And when Enemessarus was dead, Sen- 
nacherim his son reigned in his stead; and his ways were unstable and I was no more 
16 able to* go into Media. And in the time of Enemessarus I did many almsdeeds * 
Ver. 1.—1A. V.: The book. 2 words (marg., acts; Gr., Adywv) of T. son of T. the son of A., the son of A. the son 
of G. 3 Asael (as 64. 106. 248. Co. Ald.). 4 Nephthali. Fritzsche adopts here and in the following verses from 
I. ITI. 58. and most of the other authorities, Nep@adciu. 
Ver. 2.--5 A. V.: Enemessar [as everywhere] king .. . . that city which is called properly Nephthali (marg., Kedes 
of Nephthali in Galilee). For’Evepec. the Old Lat. Vulg. Syr. HF. HM. and Chald. have ‘‘ Salmanassar.’? 
Ver. 3.—® A. V.: have walked (Gr., éropevouny). 7 justice (Junius, juste). 8 came (better, cvumopevOetor, from 


23. 55. 58., etc., with Co. and Ald.). . . . to N., into the land of the A. 

Ver. 4.—9 A. Y.: mine own country .... but young. 10 Nephthali. 11 where the temple of the habitation of 
the Most High was consecrated and built. 

Ver. 5.— A, V.: Now. 13 Nephthali. 14 For SapdaAce 248. Co. have duvvdémer, which the version of 1611 notices 
in the margin, as also the “‘ Bahali deo” of Junius (see Com.). 

Ver. 6.—15 A. V.: ButlI..... was ordained unto all the people of Israel (so 23. 58. 64. 248. 248. Co. Ald.). 16 at, 

Ver. 7.—17 A. Y.: first tenth (so 64. 106. 248. 248. Co. Ald. and Junius). 18 sons of Aaron (so Junius). The 
reading ’Aapwy for Aevi is found only in the less important MSS. (58. 64. 243. 249.) with Co.and Ald. I write “‘ children 





of L.’’ for uniformity ; cf. ver. 6. 19 A. V.: another tenth. 20 sold away (see Com.). 

Ver. 8. —#1 A. V.: Debora (soJunius). 22 commanded me. 

Ver. 9. — 3 A. V.: Furthermore. 24 T was come to the age of. 25 of mine own kindred. 

Ver. 10.—26 A. V.: we were .... captives. Fritzsche receives 7}xpadwrioOny from III. 44. 52. and others, with Co. 
and Ald. Cod. Il. agrees with the tezt. rec. in giving 7jxmadwricOyuev. 7 A. V.: Kindred (Gr., rod yévous mov). 

Ver. 11. —28 A. V.: myself from eating (see Com.). 9 heart (Gr., Wexq). 

Ver. 13. —% A. V.: grace and favor (Junius, gratiam decoremque). 81 go that. 


Ver. 14. —%2 A. V.: Gabael. The Aldine text has év aypois for év “Payots; A. V.: marg., in the land or country of M. 
Ver. 15.—83 A. V.: Now. 4 Sennacherib . . . . whose estate (Junius, rationes) was troubled that I could not, etc, 
Ver. 16.—55 A. Y.: gave many alms. (Cf. ver. 3.) 
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the hungry, and clothes to the naked ; and if 
I saw any of my nation who had died and been cast behind the wall* of Nineve, I 
buried him. And if the king Sennacherim slew” any, when he came as fugitive from 
Judea,® I buried them privily (for in his wrath he killed many); and‘ the bodies 
were not found, when they were sought for of the king. And one ® of the Nine- 
vites went and informed the king of me,° that I buried them, and hid myself; and” 
understanding that I was sought for to be put to death, I withdrew myself for fear. 
And? all my goods were forcibly taken away, neither was there any thing left me, 
besides my wife Anna and my son Tobias. And there passed not fifty® days, be- 
fore his two” sons killed him; and they fled into the mountains of Ararat." And 
Sacherdonus” his son reigned in his stead; and he” appointed over the whole 
business of accounts of his realm and over the entire administration, Achiacharus, 
my brother Anael’s son. And Achiacharus interceding * for me, I came 16 to Nineve. 
But Achiacharus was cupbearer, and keeper of the signet, and steward, and ac- 
countant ; 17 and Sacherdonus # appointed him to be second in rank; and he was 
my brother’s son. 


17 to my brethren, and gave my bread to 
18 
19 


20 
21 


22 


Ver. 17.—1A.V.: my clothes (as 23. 44. 58. 64. 74. al. Co. Ald.) .... dead, or cast about the walls. The reading éri 
(Junius, ad) for éréow is found in IIT. 23. 64. Ald. Co., but it is obviously a correction. The A. Y. has in the margin 
behind the walls. 

Ver. 18. —2 A. V.: Sennacherib [as everywhere] had slain. For améxrewvey (instead of dméxrevve) Fritzsche cites the 
authority of III. 55. 71. 74. 76. 249. To these II. can be added. The form of the king’s name in II. is always axnperd 
(for d&ynpevB) the transcriber having, apparently, left off the prefix cev, as being the name of a heathen deity. 


3 A. V.: was come, and fled from Judea (Gr., 7AGe hevywv, ete.). 
6 complained of me to the king. 


Ver. 19. —5 A, V.: when one. 

Ver. 20.—8 A. V.: Then (Junius, Twm). 

Ver. 21.—° A. V.: five and fifty (see Com.). 
7Apapar from ITI. 28. 58. 64. 12 A. V.: Sarchedonus 
and over all his affairs. 


Ver. 22.—15 A. V.: entreating. 16 returned. 


10 two of his. 
13 who. 


17 Now A. was... 


4 but. 
7 omits and (6é). 


11 Ararath (text. rec. andII.). Fritzsche adopts 
14 his father’s (as 64. 248. 248. Co. Ald.) accounts, 


. overseer of the accounts. 18 Sarchedonus. 


19 next unto him. (Cod. II. with the Syr. supplies vids before éx Sevrépas. 


Cuapter I, 


Ver. 2. Enemessar. See ii. 15. Undoubt- 
edly Shalmaneser is meant. Whether the pres- 
ent form of the word isa corruption (as Grotius 
supposes), or simply another name for the same 
person (as others think), cannot with certainty 
be determined. Rawlinson adopts the former 
view. He says the first syllable Shal has been 
dropped (in Abydenus we find Bupalussor for 
Nabopolassar), and the order of the liquids m 
and n reversed. With respect to the historical 
statement of the present verse, the same author 
remarks that the writer follows the apparent nar- 
rative of the Book of Kings (2 Kings xvii. 3-6 ; 
xvili. 9-11). See, further, the Introduction to 
the present book, under “ Historical Difficulties.” 
—Thisbe. There was a place of this name in 
Gilead, where the prophet Elijah was born, and, 
for a time, lived. Hence, perhaps, the definite- 
ness of the description in our passage. Winer 
(Realwérterb., ad voc.) and some others maintain 
the identity of the two places. According to 2 
Kings xv. 29 (cf. xvi. 9), the people of this region 
were made captives by Tiglath-Pileser. 

Ver. 3. For remarks on é&AfOea, see 1 Esd. iv. 
40. — Aikatooiyn = “ that relationship to the d:«h 
which fulfills its claims.”” See Cremer’s Lex., ad 
voc. —Did many almsdeeds. Cf. with the Greek 
Acts ix. 36, 

i Ver. 4. ‘HyidoOn. . . . deodouhOn. The aorist 
is sometimes used in narrative for the pluper- 
fect. See Winer, p. 275; Buttmann, pp. 199, 200. 
It is here said that Tobit was a young man at the 
time of the falling away of the tribe of Neph- 
thalim from Judah. The Chaldaic text agrees 
with this representation : ‘And when he was but 
young in the land of Israel, all the tribe of Naph- 





thali rebelled against the kingdom of David, and 
refused to go to Jerusalem.” Hence Tobit must 
have been at least two hundred years old at the 
time of the Assyrian captivity. But, according 
to a later statement of the book (xiv. 11), he only 
lived to the’ age of one hundred and fifty-eight 
years altogether. It might be said that not a 
political, but a spiritual, falling away is meant. 
Still, the explanation can be hardly regarded as 
sufficient. The Vulgate, while using different 
dates, is no less inconsistent. According to it 
Tobit was carried away with the captives removed 
in the third year of the reign of Hoshea (2 Kings 
xvii. 6). He is represented as knowing of the 
destruction of the temple (Vulg., xiii. 11, 12), 
which took place one hundred and thirty years 
later, while elsewhere (xiv. 2) he is said to have 
reached only the age of one hundred and two years. 

Ver. 5. Th BdadA TH SapdAe, to the heifer 
Baal, i. e., the idol Baal which was worshipped 
in the form of a heifer. Both the masculine and 
feminine genders are used in the LXX., in speak- 
ing of this deity. 

Ver. 6, This statement that Tobit went alone 
(udvos: Sin., wovdraros) to Jerusalem to sacrifice 
does not agree with one found at v. 13. — Often. 
Three times a year was prescribed. See Ex. 
KM. Lee 

Vers. 7-9. Respecting tithes, see Numb. xviii. 
21, 24-32. On the second tenth, see Deut. xii. 
17 f.; xiv. 22.—I sold, dmempariCdunv. It was 
sold on account of the difficulty of transportation, 
and so to save expense. This Greek word is 
said to be nowhere else found — The third. See 
Deut. xiv. 28, 29; xxvi. 12. — Of my kindred. 
Tt was at that time, and is still, regarded in the 


Ee. 


_——-_ 8 
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Orient as praiseworthy to marry among one’s own 
kindred. 

Ver. 10. Bread of the Gentiles, i. ¢., food 
that was forbidden by the law of Moses. (Cf. 
Judith x. 5; Acts x. 14. 

Ver. 11. Suverhpnoa thy wuxhy pov. Most of 
the old commentators (as A. V.) hold that the 
substantive simply represents the personal pro- 
noun. But it might also be taken in its usual 
sense. It was the soul that needed to be kept; 
since it was not a matter of eating or not eating, 
" itself considered, but of observing the Mosaic 
aw. 

Ver. 14, It is not meant that he went on only 
one occasion into Media, but that he was accus- 
tomed to go thither (éropevéuny). See next verse. 
— Rages. An old city of Media, and of consid- 
erable importance. It is twice mentioned in the 
Book of Judith (i. 5, 15, Raguu), but nowhere in 
the Hebrew Scriptures. According to Arrian it 
was ten days’ journey distant from Ecbatana; 
according to Ptolemy, two thousand furlongs. 

Ver. 15. Ten talents of silver. The Jewish 
talent contained about ninety-five English pounds. 
See Ex. xxxviii. 25, 26.— Sennacherim. He 
reigned, according to Rawlinson (Ancient Mon., 
ili. 43), from 23-24 years, and was then muar- 
dered.— His ways were unstable. This is to 
be understood either of his own conduct or of the 
fate which overtook him. His reign was during 
a stormy period, and made uncertain through the 
wars which he waged. Our book is wrong in 
representing him as the son of Shalmaneser. See 
Introduction, under “ Historical Difficulties.” 

Vers. 16-18. Some commentators call atten- 
tion to the high Christian standard of Tobit’s 
conduet, * Prope accedebat ad evangelicam perfec- 
tionem” (see Grotius, Annot. ad loc.). But, un- 
fortunately, it was only one part of the New 
Testament morality that Tobit seems to have 
recognized. He was certainly ignorant of the 
virtue that lets not the right hand know what 
the left hand does, and so falls, after all, into 
the condemnation of the Pharisee in the para- 
ble.—I buried them privily. It was regarded 








among the Jews as the greatest diserace that 
one’s body should be left unburied after death. 
(See 1 Kings xiii. 22; xiv. 11.) — As fugitive. 
The memorable defeat of Sennacherib before 
the walls of Jerusalem, through the special inter- 
position of divine Providence, is probably referred 
to. It is often noticed by the later Jewish writers, 
See 1 Mace. vii. 41; 2 Mace. viii: 19; 3 Mace. 
vi. 5; Keclus. xlviii. 21. Cf. Rawlinson, Ancient 
Mon., ii. 168. 

Ver. 19. Kat éxptBnv. If this word is made 
dependent on ér1, like @drrw, We may suppose a 
hendiadys (@drrw kpvBdhv); or with Fritzsche 
translate : “that I bury them and am concealed,” 
i. e., that Iam the unknown one who buries them. 

Ver, 21. Od dipAPov Hucpas (Huépar) mevTAKovra. - 
This verb is sometimes used with the accusative 
of time in the sense of pass, go by. But the read- 
ing of juépa (II. IIL. 23. 58. 64.) is sufficiently 
well supported.— His two sons. They were 
called Adrammelech and Sharezer. See Rawlin- 
son’s Ancient Mon., ii. 169. This author says 
that the murder of Sennacherib ‘“ within fifty-five 
[the reading of 23. 58. 64. al. Ald.| days” of his 
return to Nineveh is an invention of our book. 
He “did not die till seventeen years after his 
misfortune (B.C. 681). See 2 Kings xix. 36. 
Cod. II. has fifty days; the Vulgate, with the. 
Old Latin and Chaldaic, forty-five days; HF.,. 
nineteen ; Gutberlet, following Reusch, would un~ 
derstand the time after the confiscation of the: 
goods of Tobit, and not after the monarch’s re~ 
turn from Judea. But we cannot see how that; 
helps the matter, as, from the text, it would, seem. 
that this took place at about the same time with 
the other event. — Sacherdonus = Esarhaddon. 

Ver. 22. The position of the “keeper of the 
signet ” was next to that of the king. See Esth. 
iii. 10, This part of the history is apparently an 
imitation of that of Joseph, Daniel, and Nehe- 
miah, as it respects their elevation to high office 
in a foreign state. —’EgddeAgos is a late word, 
and not elsewhere found in the LXX., except in 
the present book. There is commonly used with 
this meaning the word dveyids. 





CuHaptTer II. 


1 Awnp when I came? home again, and my wife Anna was restored unto me, with 
my son Tobias, at? the feast * of Pentecost, which is the holy feast of the seven 


2 weeks, there was a rich meal prepared for* me. 


And® I sat down to eat. And 


when I saw abundance of food,’ I said to my son, Go and bring what poor man 
soever thou shalt find owt of our brethren, who is mindful of the Lord; and lo, I 
3 tarry for thee. And’ he came again, and said, Father, one of our nation has been 8 
4 strangled, and cast out® in the market-place. And” before I had tasted anything,” 
I sprang ? up, and took him up into a room until after ” the going down of the sun. 
5, 6 And I returned, and washed myself, and ate my bread“ in heaviness. And I 
called to mind the ® prophecy of Amos, how ** he said, Your feasts shall be turned 
7 into mourning, and all your mirth into lamentation. And” I wept; and after the 


Ver.1.—1A.V.: Now.... was come. ?in. 


article before the latter word, as in III. 248. Co. Ald., would make it in apposition with the former. 


3 Tlevrnkoory before éopry is omitted in III. 248. Co. Ald. The 


4A. V.: good 


dinner prepared me. With éyevyOn it was hardly necessary to put the word ‘‘ prepared”? in italics, as in the A. V. 


5 A. V., in the which. 

Vers. 2-7. — A. V.: meat, 7 But. 
as also II. as a correction ; 44. 106. : eorpayyadropevos. 
any meat, 12 start. 
bering that. as. 17 Therefore. 


13 omits after (Gr., éws ov Edu, etc.). 


8 is. For éotpayyaAwpévos of the text. rec. III. 55. offer éotpayyaAnuévos, 
9 A. V.: is cast out. 


10 Then (Junius, Tw). 11 of 


14 Then (Jun., Deinde).... meat 15 Remem- 
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8 going down of the sun I went and made a grave, and buried him. And? my neigh- 
bors mocked me, and said, He is no longer afraid of being * put to death for this 
matter ; he has been even a fugitive, and yet lo, he burieth the dead again. 

And the same night‘ I returned from the burial, and slept by the wall of my 
courtyard, being unclean,° and my face was uncovered ; and I knew not that there 
were sparrows in the wall; and mine eyes being open, the sparrows muted warm 
dung into mine eyes, and white spots © came in mine eyes ; and I ot to the ee 
sicians, and’ they helped me not; but ® Achiacharus nourished® me, until he 


: u ala 
went into Elymais. 
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And my wife Anna wove wool in the women’s rooms ; 
and she sent it to its owners and” they paid her the*® wages, and gave her also 
besides a kid. And when she returned home, it* began to cry; and’’ I said unto 
her, From whence 7s this kid? It is not stolen, is it? Return ** it to the owners, 
for it is not lawful to eat any thing that ts stolen. But she replied,” It was given 
as ‘8 a gift more than the wages. And” I did not believe her, and ”° bade her: re- 
turn 2! it to the owners; and I was indignant” at her. But she replied to* me, 
Where are thine alms and thy righteous deeds? Behold, all thy works 4 are 
known. 


11 
13 
14 


8 This man is not yet afraid to be. In 28. 44. 52. 64, 108. Co. Ald. odros is inserted 
after dofetrar (Jun., non amplius metuit iste interfict). 3 A. V., who fled away. 4 The same night also. 
5 polluted. 6 a whiteness (marg., white films). 7A. V.: but. 8 moreover. 9 did nourish. 10 T. 
Fritzsche has changed éropev@nv, notwithstanding the authority of the MSS., including II., to émopev@n, as “clearly re- 
juired by the context.” Junius has profectus esset, and remarks, in a foot-note: Sic restituimus ex conjectura sublata 
litera una. The Vulg., HM., and Chald. omit the clause. : 

Vers. 11-13. —1 A.V.: did take women’s work to do (marg., was hired to spin in the women’s rooms). For év tots 
yuvacxeiors, gen would read épyous y. (see Com.). 12 A. V.: and when she had sent them home to the owners. 
18 omits the. 14 it was in mine house (Gr., dre dé 7AGe mpds we) and. 15 omits and. 16 ig it not stolen? render. 

Ver. 14.—17 A. V.: replied upon me. 18 for. 19 Howbeit. 20 but. 21 render. 22 abashed. For npvéptov 
(“became red’), Igen would substitute ypifevoy (“‘served *), but without sufficient reason. 23 A. V.: upon. 
% thou and all thy works. The Greek is iSov yywora mavra peta cod; hence the italies (thy works) are not needed. The 
A. Y. has in the margin, “‘ Or, lo all things are known to thee,’’ which rendering is admissible, but does not so well suit 
the context as the other. Junius, Ecce spectata sunt omnia apud te; Old Lat., Ecce que pateris omnibus nota sunt. 


Vers. 8-10. —1A. V.: But. 


CuHaPter II. 


Ver.1. Feast of Pentecost. From this pas- 
sage we learn that such a feast was at this period 
celebrated. The law prescribed (Lev. xxiii. 11, 
15) that the time should be reckoned from “ the 
morrow after the Sabbath” to the morrow after 
the completion,of the seventh month, 7. e., the 
fiftieth day. The Jews in foreign lands, subse- 
quent to the Captivity, usually devoted two days 
to the feast, although the Law required but one. 
—’Avéreca, The use of this verb to indicate the 
reclining posture at table is evidence of a later 
date. In the New Testament it is not uncom- 
mon. See John xxi. 20, and Winer, p. 23. Cod. 
III. has substituted averavcdunv. 

Ver. 4. Intoaroom. It was not in his own 
house, since it would have become thereby un- 
clean, but in some adjoining building. See fol- 
lowing verse. — Until after the sun had set. 
Cum jam transiisset dies festus. Grotius. 

Ver. 6. Prophecy of Amos. See Am. vili. 
10. 
Ver. 9. He did not sleep at home, because he 
would have rendered the house thereby unclean. 
A person who came in contact with a dead body 
was rendered unclean in consequence for seven 
days. See Numb. xix. 11. But he must have 
previously touched the body when he bore it from 
the street into a room to wait for night. And 
yet he.had not only returned to his house, but had 
eaten.in it. Either Tobit or his historian must 
have forgotten himself at this point. 

Ver. 10. Zrpovdic. Small birds of any kind 
might be meant, but particularly sparrows. The 
Vulgate renders by Airundines, and is followed b 
Coverdale’s and the Bishops’ Bible. The A. V. 





has in the margin: “Or, swallows.” It is not 
likely that Tobit would be afflicted, at the same 
time, in both his eyes in this manner; it might, 
indeed, be said to be well-nigh impossible. — 
White spots, Aevxduara. This Greek word is 
commonly used to designate the disease of the 
eyes known as “cataract.” But that can scarcely 
be its meaning here. It is likely that what is 
known as “albugo” is meant. Junius renders 
by albugines. It is a white, hard flake on the 
eye, which is of greater or less extent, and not 
transparent, and sometimes assumes a bluish ap- 
pearance. Among the remedies used for it is the 
gall of cattle, sheep, and of certain kinds of fish. 
Cf. Fritzsche, Com., ad loc. — Until he [I] went 
into Elymais. The reading of the tert. rec. is 
looked upon as a corruption, since nothing is said 
elsewhere of this journey of Tobit. See xi. 17. 
Its difficulty may have led some of the secondary 
texts to leave out the allusion entirely, as they 
have done. Elymais was a province on the Per- 
sian Gulf. See 1 Mace. vi. 1. 

Ver. 11. ’Epi#evw means properly to work for 
wages. It has also a special significance, to work 
in wool. See Fritzsche, Rimerbrief, i. p. 148 ff. 
Schleusner (Lex., ad voc.) translates it by lanam 


tracto. Dereser would supply the word épyors 
after yuvaixelois. See Textual Notes. 
Ver. 13. On the use of yu in interrogative 


clauses, see Winer, p. 511; Buttmann, pp. 248, 
250, 255 ff. In this case Tobit seems inclined to 
believe that the kid had been stolen. It is, how- 
ever, a sad hint, as it respects the character of 
his wife. — KAebmatos (= xAompatos). A late 
word, and, according to Fritzsche, here first found. 


TOBIT. ee 
ee 
Cf. Sophocles’ Lez., ad voc., who gives citations | have been expected from them if they had been 
from the Fathers, showing its use. properly given. “They are not to be found.” 
v Ver. 14. Was indignant, lit., became red.|‘‘ We are in distress.’ — All thy works are 

Excandescebam adversus illam, ad verbum: san-|known. She means, apparently, that it is easy 
guineo rubore (pre ira) suffundebam contra illam.” |to see from the misfortunes into which he had 


Wahl’s Clavis, ad voc. — Where are thine alms ?| fallen that they amounted to nothing. Cf. Job 
t.e., Where are the good results which might] ii. 10. 





Cuarter ITI. 


i, 2 _Anp I being grieved wept,! and in my sorrow prayed, saying, O Lord, thou 
art just, and all thy works and all thy ways are mercy and truth, and thou judgest 
3 truly and justly for ever. Remember me, and look on me; punish? me not accord- 
Ing to* my sins and ignorances, and the sins of my fathers, which they * sinned be- 
4 fore thee; for they obeyed not thy commandments. And thou deliveredst® us 
for a spoil, and unto captivity, and unto death, and for a proverb of reproach to all 
5 the nations among whom we are dispersed. And now thy many judgments are true 
in that thou dealest ® with me according to my sins and my fathers’; because we 
6 haye not kept thy commandments, neither have walked in truth before thee. And 
now ‘ deal with me as seemeth best unto thee. Command ® my spirit to be taken 
from me, that I may be dissolved,® and become earth ; for it is profitable for me to 
die rather than to live, because I have heard false reproaches, and have much sor- 
row. Command therefore that I may now be delivered out of this distress, and go 
into the everlasting place ; turn not thy face away from me. 
7 It came to pass the same day, that in Ecbatana’ a city of Media, Sarra™ the 
8 daughter of Raguel was also reproached by her father’s maids, because that she had 
been married to seven husbands, and Asmodzus the evil demon killed them ® be- 
fore they had lain with her. Art thou not clever,’ said they, that thou hast 
strangled thine husbands? Thou hast already had seven, and wast not named 4 
9 after any of them. Wherefore dost thou beat us? If they died, go” after 
10 them, let us never see of thee either son or daughter. When she heard these 
things, she was very sorrowful, so that she would*® have strangled herself. And 
she said, I am the only daughter of my father, and if I do this, it will ® be a re- 
11 proach unto him, and I shall bring his old age with sorrow unto Hades.” And” 
she prayed at” the window, and said, Blessed art thou, O Lord, my God, and 
blessed is thy holy and honorable name * for ever; let all thy works praise thee 
12 for ever. And now, O Lord, I have directed™ mine eyes and my face toward 
13 thee. Command to” take me away from the earth, that I may hear no more re- 
14, 15 proach. Thou knowest, Lord, that I am pure from all sin with a man,” and 
that I did not pollute * my name, nor the name of my father, in the land of my 
captivity ; Iam the only daughter of my father, and there is no son™ to be his heir, 
neither any near kinsman, nor any son of one ® alive, for whom * I may keep my- 


Vers. 1-5. —1A.V.: ThenI... . did weep. 2 For éxé.ejoys, Which Fritzsche adopts from III, 58. 64. and many 
other MSS., the text. rec. (with IT.) has éxdcxyjs. 8A. V.: for (see Com.). 4 who have (Gr., & juaproy; but IIT. 55. 
64. and some others with Co. Ald. have ot; Junius, qui). 5 wherefore (Codd. II. 44. 106. omit the connective ; Jun., 


quemobrem) thou hast delivered. 6 thy judgments are many and true, deal, ete. (so Junius). Fritzsche justly strikes 
out the connective before aAnfevai, with Il. III. 23. 44. Ald.; ef. Com. 

Vers. 6,7.—7A. V.: Now therefore (a very common rendering of kat vuv in the A. V.). 8 and command. 
9 marg., dismissed, or delivered. 10 Ecbatane. 11 Sara. 

Ver. 8. —12A.V.: whom Asmodeus the evil spirit had killed (Jun., occiderat). The form of this proper name in II. is 
everywhere Aguwédaus. 13 A. Y.: Dost thou not know. For ov ovmeis, Ilgen, with Schleusner, thinks od ov els 
should be read. 14 A. V.: had already seven husbands (Co. Ald.: éwra avépas).... neither wast thou named. Cod. 
TI. and the Syr., as well as III. have the reading HvacOys (‘‘ been profited ”) instead of avoudacOys of the text. rec. Itis 
probably to be regarded, however, as a corrupt form of the latter, since the word does not otherwise appear in this form. 

Vers. 9-18. —15 A. V.: us for them. The addition is not in the ext. rec., but is found in 28. 44. 52. 64. 71. Co. Ald. 
Syr. and Junius. 16 A. V.: be dead (died, avé0avay, t. e-, a natural death). 17 go thy ways (only Badige). 18 she 
thought to. 19 shall. 20 the grave (Gr., eis qdov). 21 Then, 22 toward (Gr., mpos TH). See Com. 23 A.V: 
thine holy and glorious name is blessed and honorable (evAoynTov 7d dvopa THs 50éys Gov 70 ayrov Kai Evrimov, 63. 243 
248. Co. Ald.). %4 get (Gr., dédwxa). 25 and say (eirév). We connect with the following as imperative (Command 
to). Junius has, Dicens ut liberes. 26 A. V.: out of the earth .... the reproach. 

Vers. 14, 15.—27 A. V.: with man. (Cod. II. from the first hand supplies «ai before avépds, as do also 23. 44. 52. 58. 
106. 108. 249. Syr., which, however, would make her say quite too much.) °8 that I never polluted. 9 neither hath 
he qny child.  * of his (Gr., simply, vids ; Jun., filivs ex eo). % to whom. 
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self for a wife; my seven husbands are already dead ; why should I live? And? 
if it please not thee to kill me, command some regard to be had of me, and pity 
taken on? me, that I hear no more reproach. 


16 
ig 


And* the prayers of them both were heard before the glory* of the great 
God.> And Raphael was sent to heal them both, that 1s, to scale away the white 


spots from ® Tobit’s eyes, and to give Sarra” the daughter of Raguel for a wife to 
Tobias the son of Tobit; and to bind Asmodeus the evil demon; because she 


fell® to Tobias by right of inheritance. 


At the selfsame time Tobit returned,’ 


and entered into his house, and Sarra’ the daughter of Raguel came down from 


her upper chamber. 


Ver. 15.—1.A. V.: and why should I live? but, etc. 


2 that I should die .... pity taken of. The tezt. rec., by 


mistake, placed uyxére before éAeqoat, instead of before dxodcai, etc. Walton's Polyglot met the difficulty by rendering 


éAejuoar, miserabilem facere (!). 


Vers. 16, 17.— 8 A. V.: So. 4 majesty (Gr., 5d&ys). 


the Greek Bibles of 1545 (Basle) and 1597 (Frankfort); Jun., i : 
10 Sara. I have written “‘ Asmodzus’’ in this verse, as every- 


belonged. 9 The selfsame time came Tobit home. 
where hereafter, instead of ‘‘ Asmodeus’”? of the A. V. 


5 God (@eod is supplied by 64. 243. 248. Co. Ald. Syr., and 
Dei. 6 A. V.: whiteness of. 7 Sara. 8 spirit .... 


CuartTer III. 


Ver. 1. As we learn from ver. 17, this prayer 
was uttered in the court of his house, to which 
Tobit seems to have confined himself since the 
burial recorded in the previous chapter. 

Ver. 2. Mercy, édenuootva. This word is 
used elsewhere in the present book as designating 
simply.a human virtte, or rather the outward 
exercise of a human virtue. 

Ver. 38. Mf we éxdichons rats Guaprias pov, 
punish me not on account of my sins. “Ina 
wider use the dative of the thing is employed of 
everything in reference to which an action or a state 
comes to pass.”” See Winer, p. 216, and cf. Rom. 
xi. 20.— ’Ayvonhuaci, ignorances. See remarks 
at 1 Esd. viii. 75, and ef. Ecclus. xxiii. 2. 

Ver. 5. The translation of the A. V., deal with 
me, etc., rests on the reading rolyooy for rorqou, 
which, however, is not to be adopted simply on 
the authority of the Complutensian Polyglot. 
See also ver. 3, which the former reading would 
contradict. Cf the LXX, at Is. i. 24. 

Ver. 6. For it is profitable for me, d:dr1 Avot- 
reAct pot. Cf. Luke xvii. 2, AvorreAc? abT@; also, 
Ecclus. xx. 9, 13, xxix. 13; Xen., Mem., ii. 1,15. 
— Into the everlasting place. Does he mean 
heayen (Luke xvi. 9), the grave (Ecclus. xii. 5), 
or Hades? Probably the last. See ver. 10; xiii. 
2. But his ideas of the future life can scarcely 
be regarded as in advance of those of the Old 
Testament. Cf. Add. to Esth., ii. 7. 

Ver. 7. The same day. The day on which 
Tobit uttered his prayer is meant. — Ecbatana. 
There were two cities of this name in Media: 
one the capital of Northern Media, the other of 
the so-called Media Magna. According to Sir 
H. Rawlinson the place Here meant was the for- 
mer. See Smith’s Bible Dict., ad voc. ; Ez. vi. 2; 
Judith i. 1. 


Ver. 8. Asmodeeus (O05). Cf. Job xxxi, 12. 
(77728), and Wisd. xviii. 25 (6 éA00pedwv). Many 
good authorities, however, think the word is of 
Persian, rather than Semitic, origin. See Stan- 


ley, iii. 185; Schenkel’s Bib, Lex., ad voc.; in 
Riehm’s Handwérterb., an article by Delitzsch ; 





and, particularly, Kohut’s work. This personage 
is introduced quite frequently into the Talmud as 
Satan himself. It is here intimated that he 
obtained power over these seven unfortunates 
through their incontinence. But any attempt to 
give the narrative at this point a reasonable ex- 
planation must be abandoned. Some would 
make Asmodzus the demon of impurity, and hold 
that through the fumes of smoke simply the pas- 
sions of Tobias and Sarra were deadened (!) ; 
others, that the death of the seven unfortunates 
took place by permission of God, and the deliver- 
ance of Tobias from a similar fate through prayer 
and continence. (So Welte, p. 95.) The fumi- 
gation, according to this eritic, was merely sym- 
bolical, or was made with reference to the bodily 
appearance of the demon, in which condition the 
smoke would have been to him unendurable. 
And Tobias and Sara? (!) The most probable 
explanation is that the whole story is a fabrica- 
tion, based on the then prevalent belief in demon- 
ology among the Jews, and possibly having refer- 
ence to the so-called “loves of the angels.” See 
Gen. vi. 2.— On yevéo@ar.... wer adrijs, cf. 
Susan. ver. 20. 

Ver. 9. If they died, 7. e., “If they have died 
a natural death, good! May you follow them!” 

Ver.10. Would have strangled herself, éare 
andytacéa. The Sinaitic MS. reads #6éancev 
andytacéa; Old. Lat., voluit laqueo vitam finire. 
On the force of éo7re in such a construction, see 
Winer, pp. 301, 318; Buttmann, p. 244. 

Ver. 11. At (or before, xpés) the window. 
See Dan. vi. 10, The meaning is that she turned 
her face in the direction of Jerusalem. 

Ver. 13. Command to. ‘The mediation of 
angels is implied. 

Ver. 17. Scale away,aemloa. Cf. Acts ix. 18, 
where it is said of Paul that there fell from his 
eyes aoe) Aemides; also, xi. 13 of the present book, 
and 1 Mace. i, 22. — Fell to, émBdadew Lit., 
“falls to,” the present being used for the aorist. 
See Winer, p. 267; Buttmann, p. 196. Cf. Gen. 
xv. 3, 4, and vi. 11, 12, below. 
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CuartTer IV. 


On that day Tobit remembered the money which he had committed to Gabaelus 
in Rages of Media. And he said! with himself, I have wished for death ; where- 
fore do I not call for my son Tobias, that I may inform him? before I die? And 
having called * him, he said, 

My son, when I am dead, bury me; and neglect not thy mother, du honor her 
all the days of thy life, and do that which will‘ please her, and grieve her not. 

4 Remember, my son, that she experienced> many dangers for thee, when thou wast 
5 in her womb; and when she is dead, bury her by me in one grave. My son, be 
mindful of the Lord our God all thy days, and let not thy will be set ® to sin, and? 

to transgress his commandments ; do uprightly all thy life long, and go not in ® the 

6 ways of unrighteousness. For if thou practice the truth thou shalt be prospered 
7 in all thy works.® And to all them that live justly give alms of thy substance ; 
and when thou givest alms, let not thine eye be envious; do not” turn thy 
face from any poor man,” and the face of God shall not be turned away from 

8 thee. If thou hast” abundance, give alms accordingly ; if thou have but a little, 
9 be not afraid to give according to that little; for thou layest up a good treasure 
10 for thyself against the day of necessity. Because that alms doth deliver from 
11 death, and suffereth not to come* into darkness. For alms is a good offering 4 
12 unto all that give it, in the sight of the Most High. Beware of every sort of ® 
whoredom, my son, and above all*® take a wife of the seed of thy fathers, take” . 
not a strange woman as wife who *’ is not of thy father’s tribe; for we are children 

of prophets. Noe, Abraam, Isaac, Jacob,” our fathers from the beginning, — 
remember, my son, that * they all married wives of their brethren, and were 

13 blessed in their children, and their seed shall inherit the land. And now,” my 
son, love thy brethren, and turn not away with a proud heart from ™ thy brethren, 
the sons and daughters of thy people, in respect to taking thyself *4 a wife of them; 
for in pride 7s destruction and much disorder,” and in dissoluteness is degradation 

14 and great want; for dissoluteness * is the mother of famine. Let not the wages 
of any man, who ™ hath wrought for thee,* tarry with thee, but give him 7 out of 
hand; if ” thou serve God, he will a/so repay thee. Be circumspect, my son, in all 

15 things thou doest, and be well bred ® in all thy conduct. And do™ that to no man 
which thou hatest. Drink not wine to make thee drunken ; neither let drunkenness 

16 go with thee on™ thy journey. Give of thy bread to the hungry, and of thy gar- 
ments to them that are naked; all that thou hast in superfluity give as * alms ; and 

17 let not thine eye be envious, when thou givest alms. Pour out thy bread on the 
18 burial of the just, and give not * tothe wicked. Seek counsel from every wise man 
19 and despise him not in” any counsel that 1s profitable. And bless the Lord thy 
God on every occasion,” and seek from” him that thy ways may become straight, 
and that all thy paths and counsels may prosper, for no nation hath ® counsel; but 
the Lord himself giveth all good things, and he humbleth whom he will, as he will. 


co bo 


Vers. 1-4.—1A. V.: In that.... Gabael.... and said. 2 signify to him of the money. & when he had 
called. 4 despise not... . shall. 5 saw. This verb opaw, not only means to see, but also to experience. 

Vers. 5-7. —® Cod. Il. omits cai before uy OeAjoys. The rendering of the A. V. is pretty strong; but cf. the Greek at 
1 Tim. y. 11, yapetv @édovew, and Buttmann, pp. 375, 876. 7 A. V.: or. 8 follow not, ete. (Gr., fal mopevOns Tats 
ddots). 9 deal truly, thy doings shall prosperously succeed to thee (cf. the Greek). 10 neither. Cod. Il. supplies 
é Ha ens. 11 A. V.: any poor. 
aki $12. 2 For Wada, instead of ie A may be cited with Fritzsche not only II, 44. 74., but also II, 18 For 
8G ciceAdetv, II. has édoes €AOeiv (Old Lat., non patitur ire in tenebras). 14 A. V.: gift (see Com.). The Codd. III. 23. 
55. 74. 76. 236. omit yap at the beginning. 15 A. Y.: all. 16 chiefly. 17 and take (the Codd. III, 58. 64. with 
Co. Ald. have the connective). 18 woman to wife, which. 19 the children of the prophets, . . Abraham. . 
Jacob : 20 yemember.... that our fathers... . even that. 21 own kindred. fh . 

Vers. 18, 14. —?? A. V.: Now, therefore. 23 despise not in thy heart. 24 in not taking (as 106.). trouble 
(Gr., axatacracia). 26 lewdness is decay .... lewdness. 27 which. Bae wrought for thee. The Codd. 64. 
948. 248., with Co. Old Lat. and Ald., add cor after épydoytae. 29 A. V.: for if (kai is supplied by IIT. 55. 58. 64.). 
30 A. V.: be wise (Gr., ioOe memadevpevos). 81 conversation (cf. Eph. v. 15). Do. Pa ; y 

Vers. 15-20.—%2A.V.: in. 83 and according to thine abundance give (Gr., may 6 dav mepiooevon cor Tote, ete.), 
84 but give nothing. 35 Ask counsel of all that are wise, and despise not, 86 Bless... . alway (Gr., év mavrt 
Kap). 87 desire of. 88 qt 39 every nation hath not. 

t 
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And now,! my son, remember my commandments, neither let them be blotted? 


20 out of thy heart.® 


21 to Gabaelus‘ the brother ® of Gabrias at Rages in Media. 


And now I make thee aware of ten talents which I entrusted 


And fear not, my son, 


that we have become impoverished;° thou hast much wealth, if thou fear God, and 
depart from all sin, and do that which ts pleasing in his sight. 


Ver. 20.—1 A. V.: now, therefore. 
thee, that I committed ten talents to Gabael. 


2 put (Gr., éfadrdeupOjtwoar). 
5 son (marg., ch. i. 14, the brother). 


3 mind (Gr., xapSias). 4 signify this to 
6 are made poor: for. 


CuartTer IV, 


Ver. 4. Inone grave. Cf. 2 Sam. i. 23. 

Ver. 7. Give alms. The Greek is mole: éAc- 
nuootynv, lit. do almsdeeds; but the context 
shows that they were meant to take the form of 
gifts. — Thine eye be envious, i. e., penurious, 
sparing. Cf. Ecclus. xiv. 9, 10; Matt. xx. 15; 
and ver. 16, below. 

Ver. 10. On the doctrine of this verse and its 
relation to the teachings of the canonical Scrip- 
tures, see Introd., unger “ Doctrinal Teaching.” 

Ver. 11. Offering, dépov. In Matthew we find 
this Greek word used several times for a sacri- 
ficial offering, and in Mark the Hebrew Corban 


(J277) is rendered by the same. In the LXX. 
it is quite frequently used for the latter word, 
as also for T7)2’D (in thirty-two places), and for 


iw. In the Epistle to the Hebrews it is em- 


loyed side by side with @vota, Hence the trans- 
ee which we have given it, which also seems 
best to agree with the context. 


Ver. 12. A strange woman, A woman of 
another nation (see Ez. x. 2 f.), and here also 
including those not belonging to the same tribe. 
Noah is reckoned among those who married wives 
“of their own brethren.” But where did the 
author learn this fact? Nothing is said of it in 
Genesis. 

Ver. 13. ’Axpeidrns. I render by “ dissolute- 
ness,” as seems to be required by the context. Its 
literal meaning is “uselessness.” But a useless 
life generally becomes something much worse than 
that. Cf. a passage from Aulus Gellus in Steph- 
ens’ Thesaurus, under &xpeos. Sophocles (Lex., 
ad voc.) would give it here the meaning of “lazi- 
ness.” 

Ver. 14. Tarry with thee, aidwOjtw. Lit., 
“yemain over night.” 

Ver. 15. Drunkenness. Cf. Ezek. xxxix. 
19; Joel i. 5; Hag. i. 6. — On (év) thy journey. 
Fritzsche would refer it to the journey of life. 





But it is to be doubted whether this is the mean- 
ing, since Tobit is addressing his son, who himself 
is about to set out on a journey to Media. 

Ver. 16. Envious. See ver. 7. 

Ver. 17. On the burial of the just, éx) rby 
Tapoyv tév diuxalwy. Among the ancient Greeks 
the meal at a burial was called tapos. See Hom., 
Il., xxiii. 29; Odys., iti. 309. Cf. Jos., Bel. 
Jud., ii. 1, § 8. Fritzsche supposes that the cus- 
tom of carrying food to the house of mourning is 
meant — which on account of the presence of a 
corpse had been defiled —that those who were 
present as mourners might not suffer in their 
necessarily prolonged absence from their own 
homes. ‘The force of the injunction would then 
be that Tobias was to bring help and comfort to 
the survivors in the case of the death of the 
righteous. See Schenkel, Bib. Lex., art. “ Be- 
grabniss ;” and cf. Deut. xxvi. 14; Ezek. xxiv. 
17; Hos. ix. 4; Ep. of Jer. ver. 32. There was 
also a custom common among some nations of 
carrying food in large quantities to the tomb 
of the departed; and it is not impossible that 
this, rather than the above, is what is referred 
to in our passage. See Ecclus. xxx. 18, in the 
Greek text. The Jews may have adopted this 
custom in some measure. So Bretschneider on 
Ecclus. xxx. 18. Grotius remarks: “ Sepulto ali- 
quo viro bono proximos ejus solare missis cibis et vino 
optimo, Vid. Jer. xvi. 7. Nam apud sepulchra 
epulari et facere doxas emitaplous (convivia parenta- 
ha) mos non fuit Hebreorum.” Hitzig agrees with 
the latter statement in his Commentary on Jere- 
miah, ad loc. Reusch (Com., p.49) maintains that, 
if food was thus carried to the graves of the dead, 
it was intended in no sense for the dead, but for 
the living, especially the poor, quoting Menochius 
and referring to Calmet as holding the same opin- 
lon. — Give not to the wicked, 7. e., at the burial 
of the wicked. 

Ver. 21. That we have become impoverished. 
Cf. Judg. vi. 6; Ps. xxxiv. 10; 2 Cor. viii. 9. 





CHAPTER V. 


1 Awnp Tobias answered and said to him,! Father, I will do all things which thou hast 
2 commanded me. But how can I receive the money, seeing I know him not? And? 


3 he gave him the handwriting, and said unto him, Seek thee a man who will 2 
with thee, and while I live * I will give him wages ; and go and receive the money. 
4, 5 And ° he went to seek a man, and® found Raphael, who? was an: angel, and 


go 
he 


knew it not.’ And he said unto him, Can I go with thee ® to Rages in Media?” and 


Vers. 1-5.—1A.V.: T. then... 
live, and. 5 Therefore when. 6 he. 7 that. 
(see Com.). Junius properly renders, aliguem . . 
® Canst thou go with me (so 71. 108, 248. o., Junius). 

% 


- Said (as 64. 243. 248. Co. Ald.). 


2 Then. 3 which may. 4 whiles I yet 


The article is found before ‘Pad., in IIT. 28. 64. 248. 248. Co. Ald. 
. . R, qui erat angelus. 


10 omits in Media. 


8 A. V.: But (Junius, sed) he knew not. 
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6 knowest thou those places well? To whom the angel said, I will go with thee, and I 
7 know the way well; and! I have lodged with our brother Gabael. And ? Tobias 
8 said unto him, Tarry for me, and I will tell my father. And‘ he said unto him, Go, 
and tarry not. And® he went in and said to Ads father, Behold, I have found one 
who * will go with me. And he said, Call him unto me, that I may know of what 
9 tribe he is, and whether he Je" a trusty man to go with thee. And® he called him, 
10 and he came in, and they saluted one another. And ® Tobit said unto him, Brother, 
11 shew me of what tribe and family thou art. To whom he said, Dosi thou seek for 
a tribe and family, or a hired man to go with thy son? And Tobit said unto 
him, I would know, brother, thy race! and name. Then he said, I am Azarias, 
son of Ananias the great, and of thy brethren. And he said to him,“ Thou art 
welcome, brother ; and be not ® angry with me because I inquired" to know thy 
tribe and thy family.“ And ** thou art my brother of a noble ® and good stock, for 
I became acquainted with * Ananias and Jonathas, the sons of the great Semei,”! 
as we went together to Jerusalem to worship, and offered the first-born, and the 
tenths of the fruits; and they were not seduced with the error of our brethen; my 
brother, thou art of a good stock. But tell me, what wages shall I give thee? a 
drachma™ a day, and what is needful for thee, as also for my™ son? And,” 
moreover, if ye return safe and sound,” I will add something to thy wages. And 
so they agreed.” And he said” to Tobias, Prepare thyself for the journey, and 
may you have* a good journey. And his son prepared the things * for the jour- 
ney. And*® his father said to him, Go thou with this*! man, and God, who # 
dwelleth in heaven, prosper your journey, and his angel® keep you company. 
And * they went forth both, and the young man’s dog with them. 

But Anna his mother wept, and said to Tobit, Why hast thou sent away our 
son? Is he not the staff of our hand, in going in and out before us? Add not® 
money to money; but let it be a ransom for * our child. For as the Lord hath 
given us enough to live with, this sufficeth * us. And Tobit said * to her, Take no 
care, my sister; he shall return safe and sound,” and thine eyes shall see him. For . 
a good * angel will keep him company, and his journey shall be prosperous, and 
22 he shall return safe and sound.“ And she ceased “ weeping. 


12 
13 


14 
15 
16 


Le 
18 
19 
20 
21 


Vers. 6-9. —1A. V.: for (Gr., ai). 2 Then. $ till I tell my father. Old Lat. (from MSS, Germ. and Reg.), 
donec intrem, ete. Codd. III. 28. 44. 64. 71. al. Co. Ald. readov. 4 A. V.: Then. 5 So. 6 which. 7 Then 
.... be(the'word éorty is supplied after moros in III. 23. 64, 248. 248. 249. Co. Ald.). 8 So. 

Vers. 10-12. —9% A. V.: Then. 10 or. il Then. kindred. 13 the son (7 yévos is found before ’A¢. in 44. 
58. 64. Co. Ald.) 14 Then Tobit said (Gr., cai elrev air ; TwB. is added in 23. 44. ete., Co. Ald. Jun.; ad7@, omitted 
in 44. 64. 106. Co. Ald.). 15 be not now. 16 have inquired. 17 Fritzsche states, in his critical apparatus, that IT. 
(with IIT. 55. 58. 64.) omits cov after razpiav. In II. cov is found, but dotted. 18 A. Y.: for. 19 an honest (for 
xaAys, III. 55. 58. 64. 71., ete., with Co. Ald., have peyddys). 20 know (Gr., éréyvwoxor). 21 sons of that great Sa- 
maias. The reading of II. is not (as Fritzsche states), with III., Sewelov but Zeudov; text. rec., Seuet ; Old Lat. Semeia, 

Vers. 14, 15. —22 A. V.: wilt thou a drachm. 23 and things necessary (58. 64. Co. Ald. omit go.) as... . to my 
own. 24 Yea. 25 omits and sound. The Greek word here used (vy:aivovres) means more than simple safety, and 
may well be rendered by our common expression ‘‘safe and sound.” 

Ver. 16.—% A. V.: So they were well pleased (Gr., evddxynoar). 
other's terms. 27 A. V.: Then said he. 28 God send you (Gr., evodwheiy7e), Itis a glaring fault of the A. V. that 
in such instances it introduces without necessity the name of the divine being. 29 A. V.: And when his son had pre- 
pared all things. *omitsAnd. 1 said, Go... .this. Cod. I., with III. 44. 55. 58. 71., omits rovrov. 5? A. V.: 
which. 33 the angel of God (so 64. Co. Ald. and Junius). 34 So, x 

Ver. 18. —35 A. V.: Be not greedy to add. For apyvpioy 76 apyvpiv wh pOdcat, lit. “let not money come to money,’? 
Grotius would read dpyvpuov apa vid my dOdcar, non decwit pecuniam praferre Jilio. Tlgen would substitute apyupeiw, 
‘‘ money chest,’ for the third word. But itis probable that the text is correct. %¢ A. V.: asrefuse in respect of (ef. Com.). 

Vers. 19-22. —87 A. V.: that which (Gr., os) the Lord hath given us to live with doth suffice. The margin has: “‘ So 
long as God hath granted us to live, this is sufficient.’” 88 A, V.: Then said T. 39 in safety. 40 the good. 


The sense obviously is that they accepted each 


41 safe. #2 Then she made an end of. 
Cuaprer V. 
Ver. 4. Raphael. This word, in the majority| Ver. 6. I have lodged with our brother 
of MSS.., as will be seen, has not the article. The|Gabael. Reusch justifies the deception here 


practiced, on the ground that, as he had assumed, 
as angel, a human character,—that of Azarias, 
the son of Ananias, — in the impersonation of this 
character he was obliged to speak and act as he 


sense is: a certain Raphael who was an angel. (See 
Winer, p. 112.) The meaning of the word “ Ra- 

hhael” is “ divine healer.” Afterwards (ver. 12) 
he describes himself as “ Azarias, son of Ananias,” 


the first word meaning “Jehovah helps.” We 
have in both words apparent evidence of the in- 
tended symbolical character of the narrative. 


did. But this is simply supporting one deception 
by another. 


Ver. 8. There is no analogy to be found in the 
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canonical books for what is here related, that an 
angel should accompany a man on such a jour- 
ney. 
Ver. 11. The answer of the angel is not with- 
out point: “ You are seeking a servant, — what 
has the matter of family to do with it?” He 
seems reluctant to utter the untruth which the 
questioning of Tobit at last leads him to do. 
But would the father have been any less ready to 
intrust his son to the care of this person, if he 
had known at first what he is afterwards supposed 
to have known? In that case, it is true, the 
story would have suffered. Some Roman Catho- 
lic commentators seek to excuse the supposed 
angel’s duplicity by referring to the case of Abra- 
ham (Gen. xx. 12; xxii. 5). But if the circum- 
stances of the two cases were in other respects 
similar, we could hardly approve of an angel’s 
taking a fallible human creature (even though he 
were a patriarch) as example. 

Ver.13. As we went together. For remarks 
on the discrepancy of this passage with earlier 
declarations of Tobit, see above, i. 6. 

Ver. 14. “Eooua:... d:ddva. Such a con- 
struction would be in Greek a barbarism. Fritzsche 
explains by supposing that either 5.ddva was a slip 
of the pen for 8:50vs, or that the writer gave éroua 
for ora: wor.— A drachma a day. Among the 
Jews and Romans in the New Testament times, 
the drachma was equal to the denarius, whose 
value was about fifteen cents. 

Ver. 16. And the young man’s dog with 
them. It is not so easy to see why the dog is intro- 
duced. It plays no important part in the narra- 
tive. It is not again mentioned until the return 
home (xi. 4). Wherever else the dog is spoken 
of in the Apocryphal books, it is with disrespect 
(cf. Ecclus. xiii. 18; xxvi. 25). It is well known 
that the animal was regarded as unclean by the 
Jews (Is. Ixvi. 3); and the terms “ dog,” “dead 





dog,” etc., were often used as epithets of reproach 
or of humility among them. In fact, this feeling 
with respect to dogs has not yet died out in the 
Orient. That the present mention is no more 
than a humorous addition to the story by some 
later hand, it would be easy to credit were there 
any external evidence in its support. According 
to Winer (Realwérterb., ad voc.), dogs were seldom, 
and not till a late period, kept for pleasure rather 
than use, and then only exceptionally. He refers, 
in addition to the present passage, to Matt. xv. 
27. Cf. Iliad, xxiii. 173; Odys., xvii. 309. 

Ver. 18. This passage has given great diffi- 
culty to commentators. But adopting the read- 
ing, and giving it the translation above, seems on 
the whole the best. It is supported by Sengel- 
mann, Schleusner, Wahl, Fritzsche, and others. 
In translating epiynua “refuse” (cf. 1 Cor. iv. 
13, “filth ”’), the A. V. adopted the literal mean- 
ing of the word. But it had also sometimes the 
figurative meaning of ‘‘ ransom,” which certainly 
agrees better with the context. In the LXX. at 
Proverbs xxi. 18, we find mepixd@apua used to 
render the Hebrew 55, “ransom.” ‘ Tradunt 
Suidas et alii Greci lexicographi sub h.v.: ‘ Atheni- 
enses ad avertendas publicas calamitates quotannis 
in mare precipitasse hominem sceleratum, qui Posei- 
doni sacrificii loco offerretur ; hine apyipiov . 
mepinua Tov madlov huay yévorro, (quast) piaculum 
Jiut filii nostri, i. e., pro servanda filit vita abjectum 
et contemtum nobis sit”? Grimm, N. T. Lex., ad 
voc. Sophocles (Lez., ad voc.) gives “ ransom” as 
the original meaning of the word, referring to the 
present passage ; and “ offscouring ” as a second- 
ary signification. The A. V. has in the margin: 
‘““Gr., Let not money be added, but be the offscouring 
of our son.” 

Ver. 20. Sister. Like “brother,” simply an 
expression of tenderness, of which usage this 
book furnishes several examples. 





CHAPTER VI. 


man did as the angel commanded him 
And* they both went on their way, till 


oN oo OF WrH 


wt ts good to anoint a man that hath 
healed. 
9, 10 


Vers. 2-4.—1A.V.: And when. 2 omits and. 8 


éexpdryoe) the fish and drew it to (marg., cast it upon, avéBader). 
8 when they had... . did eat. 
after éws, is omitted in II. IIT. 44. 55. 74., and by Fritasche. 


Vers. 5-7.—7 A. V.: So. 


14 any, we. 
ov LH. 


Vers. 8,9.—17 A, V.: As for (5¢ is omitted by 44, 107. Jun.). 


AND as they went on their journey, they came in the evening to the river Ti- 
gris, and they lodged there. And’ the young man went down to wash himself, 
and” a fish leaped out of the river, and would have devoured him. And® the 
angel said unto him, Lay hold of * the fish. And the young man mastered the fish 
and cast it upon the® land. And the angel said to him,® Open the fish, and take 
the heart and the liver and the gall, and put them up safely. 


And’ the young 


; and having roasted the fish, they ate ® 7¢. 


they drew near to Echatana. And the 


young man said to the angel, Brother Azarias, for what is 2 the heart and the liver 
and the gall of the fish? And he said unto him, Zouching the heart and the liver, if 
a demon ” or an evil spirit trouble any one, he * must make a smoke thereof before 
the man or the woman, and he will ® be no more ?* vexed. And as Jor ™ the gall, 


white spots’ in Ads eyes, and he shall be 


And when they drew™ near to Rages, the angel said to the young man, 


Then. 4 Take (Qr., émtAaBod). 
6 To whom the angel said. 
® then, 10 Eebatane. The of of the tezt. rec., 


u Then. 1 to what use is (@r., ri éorw). 18 devil. 


5 laid hold of (Gr., 


6 the party shall. 18 For wnxérv, IL. 55. have ov yn. ; 64. 248, Ald., ov my ére; IIT. 28. 58. 71., odkeri 


18 whiteness. 19 were, 
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Brother, to-day we shall lodge with Raguel, who is thy kinsman ;1 he also hath 
a* daughter, named Sarra;* I will speak concerning* her, that she may be given 
thee for a wife, for to thee doth the inheritance ® of her fall,® and thou art the only 
one of her race;" and the maid is fair and intelligent. And now® hear me, 
and I will speak to her father ; and when we return ” from Rages we will celebrate 
the marriage ; for I know that Raguel cannot marry her to another according to 
the law of Moses, or™ he will’ be exposed to death, because it is fitting that 
thou shouldst receive the inheritance rather than any other person. Then the 
young man answered the angel, I have heard, brother Azarias, that this maid hath 
been given to seven men and that they” all died in the marriage chamber. And 
now I am the only son of my father, and I am afraid, lest, if I enter 7t, I die, 
as also the former ones;" for a demon?® loveth her, who” hurteth nobody but 
those who approach her. And now I” fear lest I die, and bring my father’s and 
my mother’s life, because of me, to their*! grave with sorrow ; and * they have no 
other son to bury them. But” the angel said unto him, Dost thou not remember 
the precepts which thy father gave thee, that thou shouldst marry a wife of thy 
race“? And now* hear me, O my brother, for she shall be thy ** wife; and 
make no account™ of the evil spirit, for this night*® shall she be given thee in 
marriage. And when thou enterest * into the marriage chamber, thou shalt take 
the ashes of incense,” and shalt lay upon them some of the heart and liver of the 
fish, and shalt make a smoke with it. And the demon will® smell 7t¢, and flee 
away, and never come again. But when thou comest® to her, rise up both of 
you, and pray to God who is merciful, who will save you, and have pity on you™. 
Fear not, for she was® appointed unto thee from the beginning ; and thou shalt 
preserve her, and she shall go with thee; and I suppose that she will ” bear thee 
children. And ** when Tobias had heard these things, he loved her, and his heart 
was exceedingly attached ® to her. 

Ver. 10.—14A. V.: cousin. 2 one only. The Codd. III. 28. 58. 64. etc., with Co. Ald., add povoyerys to Gvyarnp. 
3A. V.: Sara. 

Ver. 11. — ‘A. V.: for (we omit xai before 67x, with IT. III. 23. 55. 58. 64. 71.). 5 for .... right (marg., inher- 
itance). ® appertain (Gr., émBaAAer). 7 seeing thou only art of her kindred ; Junius: quia tu solus es ex genere illius. 

Vers. 12,13. — 8 A. V.: wise. ® now therefore. 10 God. II. has iroorpévwpev .. . . rorjowmev instead of the 
future. 11 A. V.: but; Cod. Il. substitutes cai fory. 12 A.V.: shall. 13 guilty of. 1 the right of inheritance 
doth rather appertain to thee than to any other (cf. the Greek). 15 who. 

Ver. 14. —16 A. Y.: go in unto her, I die. 17 as the other before (Gr., ot mpdrepor ; 58. 64. 243. 248. Co. Ald., ot 
mpérepov). 18 wicked spirit. 1° which, % which come unto her: whereforeTalso. 1! the (Gr., avt@v). 2 for 

Vers. 15, 16. —*3 A. V.: Then; 24 thine own kindred. 25 wherefore (Jun., ergo). 26 given thee to (Gr., cot 
€orat eis yuvaixa). 27 reckoning. 28 same (Jun., ipsa) night. 29 shalt come. 30 perfume. 

Ver. 17. —31 A. V.: devil shall. 32 again any more (Jun., neque amplius). 33 shalt come. 34 whichis .... 
have pity on you and save you. 35 is. 36 Moreover. 37 shall. 88 Now. 39 effectually (marg., vehemently) 
joined Cod. III. has xexéAdnro (for éxoAA7On) omitting the following avTp. 
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CuartTeR VI. 


Ver.1. To the river Tigris. Nineveh, from|if it were a fancy, for our Tobias to indulge ? 
which they started, lay on the Tigris. With what| We would have given him credit for more sense 
ropriety, then, this statement? Fritzsche con- after all his previous travels. 
jectures that an arm of the Tigris, Zab, is meant,) Ver. 5. Did they eat the whole fish? 
and refers to Xenophon (Anab., ii. 5) and Herod-| mann quotes Dale (De Orig. Idol, >. 167) as 
otus (v. 52) in its support. Reusch, however, | follows: “ Quem si totum devorarunt, videntur sane 


Sengel- 


holds that there is no need of such a theory, in- 
asmuch as the place where they lived may have 
not been directly on the river; or, if it was, that 
they may have left it for a time, and then come 
back to it again. 

Vers. 2,3. This is certainly a remarkable fish! 
It springs out of the river to catch and swallow 
this young man of marriageable age, and yet is 
caught, apparently with the hands, by this same 
young man, and flung ashore. Why should it 
not be relegated to the collection of other so- 
called “fish stories”? Welte, whose ey 
Reusch sanctions, says in explanation (LHinleit., 
p- 90), that it is only the young man’s notion that 
the fish sought to swallow him; and that it is not 
at all intimated that the fish could have swallowed 
him. But would it not be a singular fancy, even 





Suisse homines perquam voraces ac gulosi, saltem 
junior ille Tobias, si preetensus iste angelus revera 
nil inde comedit, quod exserte de se ipso testatur, Xil. 
19.” In the Chaldaic text the matter is other- 
wise represented: “And Tobiyyah ran to the 
river to wash his feet, and a fish came suddenly 
out of the river, and devoured the young man’s 
bread, and the young man cried out. Raphael 
said-to him: ‘Take the fish, and do not let it go.’ 
And he laid hold of the fish, and drew it to land. 
.... So Tobiyyah did, and took out the heart 
and the gall, and roasted the fish, and ate, and he 
left the remainder on the road.” See text in Neu- 
bauer, XXXV., XXXvVi. 

Vers. 7, 8. According to the Commentary of 
Dereser (Scholz), the angel here speaks simply in 
harmony with the ideas of that time. But it is a 
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justification which they would probably regard as 
far from sufficient if it were to be more widely 
applied: as, for instance, to what our Saviour 
says of demoniacal possessions. With respect to 
the fact that the gall of fishes and of various 
animals was in Persia and Arabia extensively 
used for-diseases of the eyes, there is no doubt. 
In the Mission’s Magazine (Basle, 1837, p. 597) it 
is reported by a Mr. Wolf that blindness caused 
by inflammation of the eyes is still often cured in 
Persia by use of the gall of animals. 

Ver. 9. Rages. This cannot be the Rages 
mentioned in other parts of the Book of Tobit 
(i. 14; v. 5; vi. 9,12). Fritzsche thinks it must 
have been a place in the vicinity of Ecbatana. 
Others (Ilgen) suppose that the text is corrupt. 
Meanwhile, the difference in the form of the word 
‘Pdyn as here found from the usual ‘Pd-yo is to be 
noticed. The Hebrew (Miinster) and the Chal- 
daic substitute for it Ecbatana. 








(Numb. xxxvi. 6-9), the daughter who was an 
heir was obliged to marry within her tribe. But 
that the father was to be condemned to death in 
case she did not, is nowhere enjoined. 

Ver. 14. This doctrine of the possibility of 
spirits having bodies and senses, and falling in 
love with the beautiful daughters of men, was by 
no means uncommon eyen in the early Christian 
church. Cf. Augustine, De Civit. Dei, c. 23. 

Ver. 15. How the angel, who was not present 
at the time these words were spoken, came to the 
knowledge of them, it is not said. If it is meant 
to be represented that it was through his super- 


‘human knowledge, it is singular that the young 


man takes no notice of the fact. 

Ver. 16. On the methods used in his time for 
the exorcism of demons, see the singular account 
of Josephus (Antiq., viii. 2,§ 5). Cf. also the 
Introduction to the present book, under “ Doc- 
trinal Teaching,” p. 118, and the various authori- 
ties there cited. 


Ver. 12.. According to the law of Moses 


Cuarpter VII. 


1  Anp when he reached Ecbatana, he came to the house of Raguel. And Sarra 
also met him; and saluted him and he her; and? she brought them into the house. 
And Raguel said? to Edna his wife, How like 7s this young man to Tobit my 
cousin! And Raguel asked them, From whence are you, brethren? And they 
said to him,? We are of the sons of Nephthali,* who are® captives in Nineve. And ° 
he said to them, Do you know Tobit our kinsman? And they said, We know him. 
And he said to them,” Is he in good health? And they said, He is both alive, and 
in good health; and Tobias said, He is my father. And*® Raguel leaped up, and 
kissed him, and wept, and blessed him, and said unto him, Zhow art the son of a 
noble and good man. And on hearing ® that Tobit was blind, he was sorrowful, and 
wept. And likewise Edna his wife and Sarra’ his daughter wept. Moreover 
they entertained them cheerfully ; and after they had killed a ram of the flock, they 
set an abundance of food" on the table. And Tobias said” to Raphael, Brother 
Azarias, speak of those things of which thou didst talk on the way, and let this busi- 

9 ness be dispatched. And he communicated the matter to’ Raguel. And 
10 Raguel said to Tobias, Eat, drink,” and be merry,’ for it is meet that thou 
shouldest marry my daughter. Nevertheless I will declare unto thee the truth. 
J have given my daughter in marriage to seven men, who died in the “ night they 
came in unto her ; nevertheless for the present be merry. And ?* Tobias said I will 
eat nothing here, till we agree and swear one to another. And Raguel said, Take 
her from henceforth according to the law; moreover ™ thou art her brother 7! 
and she is thy sister, and the merciful God will * give you the highest prosperity. 
13 And” he called his daughter Sarra,”’ and he took her by the hand, and gave her to 

Ver. 1.—1A.V.: And when they were come to E., they came to the house of R.; and Sara met them: and after 
that they had saluted one another. The verbs in the first two clauses are put in the plural in IIT. 28. 58. 64. 71. 74., 
ete., with Co. and Ald. The same authorities, in general, have avrots for av7@ in the next clause. The kai before 
Sdppa is also omitted by them. The want of clearness in the thought of the last part of the verse has caused consider- 
able variation in the MSS. For the reading abrds abrjv, are 55. 108. Syr. ; for abrot adrjv, IIL. 28. 58. 64. etc., with Co. 


and Ald. The teat. rec, has avrds avrovs. 
Vers. 2-7.— 2 A. V.: Then said R. 


co “1 o> Or H» © bo 


iui 
12 


‘PayouyA is omitted in II. IIT. 55. 8 To whom they said. # Cod. II. has 
here Ned@adci, although in all other places Nedadci. 5 which are. ®Then. 7 Thensaidhe. & Then (Jun., 
Tum). ® honest and good man. But (Jun., vero) when he heard. 

Vers. 8-11.— 19 A. V.: Sara. 1 store of meat. 2 Then said T. 18 in the way... . So. 4 with. 15 and 


drink (so 55. 58. 71. 74. 76. 243. Co. Ald. and Jun.), 18 make (Gr., yivov) merry; cf. verse 11. 17 A, Y.: that (Gr., 
bro Thy Vika). A second hand has corrected in IL. the word amé0vyckor to areOrjoxocay (with IIT. 64. 243. Ald.) and 
this Cod. omits the article before vixra. 18 A. V.: But (Jun., vero)... . another. R. said, Then. 

Ver. 12.—19 A. Y.: manner (marg., law; Gr., rv kpiow ; see Com.). 0 for (Sé; it is omitted in IIT. 248. 249. Co.). 
21 cousin. 2 thine. 23 omits will. *4 good success in all things (Gr., evoddécer tuiv ra KaAALoTA). See Com. 

Ver. 138.—25 A, V.: Then. 26 Sara; and she came to her father. We have, with Fritzsche, omitted this added 
clause, a8 wanting in most of the better authorities. Itis found in 28, 64. 248. 248. Co. Ald. Jun.,; and the Greek 
Bibles of 1545 (Basle) and 1597 (Frankfort). 
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be wife to Tobias, saying, Behold, take her after the law of Moses, and lead her 


14 away to thy father. 


17 chamber, and bring her into it.’ 


And he blessed them. 
15 took paper, and wrote a covenant ;? and they ® sealed 7t. 
16 And?’ Raguel called his wife Edna, and said unto her, 
And she did® as he had bidden her, and® 
brought her in thither; and she wept; 


And he? called Edna his wife, and 
And * they began to eat. 
Sister, prepare the other ® 


and she received ” the tears of her daugh- 


18 ter, and said unto her, Be of good comfort, my child; the Lord of heaven and 
earth give thee joy" for this thy sorrow; be of good comfort, my daughter. 


Ver. 14.—1A. V.: omits he. 


2 did write an instrument of covenants (Gr., éypape ovyypapyv). 


She. For 


eoduyicaro I. 55. 108. give the plural, which is probably the correct form, and is adopted by Fritzsche. 
Vers. 15, 16.—4A. V.: Then (so Jun.; kai rére, 106; et ex illa hora, ete., Old Lat. from MSS. Reg. and Germ.). 


SA. YV.: After (Postea, Jun.). 
Ver. 17.—8 A, V.: Which when she had done. 


® another (Gr., 7d érepov ; 
9 she. 


see Com.). 7 in thither. 


10 her thither .... received. De Wette renders 


“wiped away ; » but that, as Fritzsche remarks, would require dmeudéaro for dmeSéEaro. In the margin of the ed. of 
1611 the alternative rendering is “licked.” The two Old Latin MSS., Reg. and Germ., read: et extersit lacrymas. 


Ver. 18.— A. V.: my daughter . 
tiam pro tristitia. 


shetedOF. 


Instead of yapuv, 108, 248. 248. Co. Ald. offer xapdv; Junius, lxti- 


Cuaprer VII. 


Ver. 2. Raguel, “friend of God;” Edna, 
“ delight.” 
Ver. 5. The Syriac and Vulgate omit what is 


here said with respect to Tobit’s health, probably 
on account of his blindness. 

Ver. 6. Raguel’s weeping for joy and weeping 
for sorrow follow each other pretty closely. See 
following verse. 

Ver. 7. ‘O rod Kadod, etc. 
the yocative, as in the classics. 
182; Buttmann, p. 140. 

Ver. 8. *E@vcay xpiby mpoBdrwy. This verb 
has obviously here a derived meaning. The He- 


brew word rM2t, however, whose first meaning is 


‘to slaughter, is generally rendered by @vw and 
@uvoid@w in the LXX. This may have led Bret- 
schneider to give macto as the original meaning 
of the Greek verb in ‘his Lexicon of the New 
Testament. But in classical Greek the meaning 
to sacrifice is the original. Cf. Lexicons of Grimm, 
Robinson, and others.— Then said Tobias to 
Raphael. According to the Itala, Vulgate, Chal- 
daic, and Hebrew of Miinster, it is Tobias who 
introduces the subject of a marriage with Sarra. 
But the Greek is not only in much better taste, 
but corresponds better with the supposed relation 
of Raphael to the young man. 

Ver. 11. “Ews &v ornante kal orabfte mpds pe 
(cf. 1 Macc. xiii, 38: 80a éorikauev mpds tues 
écrnxe). The verb may here have the meaning 
of promise: until you have promised me (i. e., to 
give Sarra as wife), and confirmed it. Others sup- 
ply abrhy with orfonre, and refer oraffre to the 
position which the parents took at the betrothal : 
till you have placed her and yourselves stand before 
me. So De Wette, and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk. 

Ver. 12. According to the law, xata Thy 
kptow (cf. ver. 12, xara rov véuoy M. ; and ver. 13). 
The former expression occurs in the LXX. at 


The nominative for 
Cf. Winer, p. 





Neh. viii. 18 (A. V., “ according to the manner ”). 
It is also found in the LXX. at 2 Chron. xxxy. 


13, as the rendering of DEW. Ta KdAAtora, the 


highest prosperity. The adjective is used ad- 
verbially. Cf. Winer, p. 463; Buttmann, p. 82 ff. 
Fritzsche thinks that the figure called brachy- 
logy is employed, and would render: “ And the 
merciful God will conduct you well, and give you 
the highest good (das Schdnste, Beste).” 

Ver. 13. On the general subject of marriage 
in the Orient and the various ceremonies attend- 
ing it, see an excellent article in Smith’s Bid. 
Dict., ad voc.; and Van Lennep, Bid. Lands, pp. 
548-554. 

Ver. 14. A covenant, cvyypapfy. The con- 
tract was always witnessed and signed. Both the 
Hebrew texts here make mention of the presence 
of witnesses. The Chaldaic runs: “And Reuel 
called Ednah, his wife, to bring paper to write 
thereon the deed of marriage to his daughter, and 
she did so; and they wrote the deed, and wit- 
nesses signed it.” According to Fritzsche, writ- 
ten marriage contracts are of late date among the 
Jews. He claims that this passage is the oldest 
example of such a practice. 

Ver. 16. Td &repoy rapezov. Probably some 
room other than the ordinary one is meant. Sen- 
gelmann takes rayeZoy in the sense of @déAayos, 
bridechamber, and thinks that a room different 
from the one which had been previously used for 
this purpose was selected. 

Ver. 17. And she wept, 7.e., Sarra wept. See 
next clause. The Chaldaic, however, runs: “ And 
Ednah embraced her daughter Sarah, and wept, 
saying, My daughter, may the God of heaven 
show kindness to thee this night, and watch over 
thee, and give thee joy for the sorrow thou hast 
had in time past.” See also ad loc., our transla- 
tion of text B. as found below. 





CHapter VIII. 


1, 2 


Anp when they had supped, they brought Tobias in unto her. And as he 
went, he remembered the words of Raphael, and took the ashes of the incense,* and 


Vers. 2.—1A. V.: perfumes. 
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put the heart and the liver of the fish thereon,’ and? made a smoke therewith. 
8 And when the demon smelled the stench,’ he fled into * the upper parts ° of Egypt, 
4 and the angel bound him. And when ® they were both shut in together, Tobias 
rose from the bed, and said, Sister, arise, and let us pray that the Lord may” have 
5 pity on us. And Tobias began® to say, Blessed art thou, O God of our fathers, 
and blessed ¢s thy holy and glorious name forever; let the heavens bless thee, and 
6 all thy creatures. Thou madest Adam, and gavest him Eve his wife for a helper 
and stay; from them sprang the race of men.? ‘Thou hast said, / 7s not good 
7 that man should be alone; let us make for him a helper” like unto himself. 
And now, O Lord, I take not this my sister for lust, but uprightly ; let me find 
8, 9 mercy and with her reach old age.” And she said with him, Amen. And” 
they slept both through the night.* ; : 
10 And Raguel arose, and went and made a grave, saying, This one also, is most 
11, 12 likely * dead. And Raguel went** into his house, and™ said unto his wife 
Edna, Send one of the maids, and let her see 1 whether he be alive ; and if he be 
13 not, that we may bury him, and no man know it. And * the maid opened the door, 
14 and went in, and found them both asleep. And she” came forth and told them that 
15 he was alive. And” Raguel praised God, and said, O God, thou art worthy to be 
praised with all pure and holy praise; and let thy saints praise thee with all thy 
16 creatures ; and let all * thine angels and thine elect praise thee for ever. Thou art 
to be praised, for thou hast made me joyful; and it has not happened to me asI sus- 
17 pected ; but thou hast dealt with us” according to thy great mercy. Thou art to be 
18 praised because thou hast had mercy on two only-begotten children.” Grant them 
mercy, O Lord, and finish their life in health with joy and mercy. And he 
19 bade Ais servants fill” the grave. And he made for them a™ wedding feast of * 
20 fourteen days. And® before the days of the wedding * were finished, Raguel said @ 
unto him by an oath, that he should not depart till the fourteen days of the wed- 
21 ding * were expired ; and that then he should take half his goods, and go in health ® 
to fis father : and the rest ** when I and my wife are ® dead. 


Vers. 2,3. —1A.V.: thereupon. 2 The cai before écarvicey is omitted in IIT. 64, 243. Ald. 
smell when the evil spirit had smelled. 4 After epvyev éws is inserted before cis by III. 58. 
parts (Gr., Ta dvétara). 

Vers. 4-6.—6 A. V.: And after that. 7 out of the bed... . that God (@eds, 23. 71. 74. 76. 108. 236.) would. 
8 Then began T. ® of them came mankind (Gr., é« rovrwv éyev7jOy 7d dvOpdmwv orépua). 10 unto. 1 an aid 
(the same word in the Greek is rendered “‘ helper ” in the previous verse). 

Vers, 7-11.— A. Y.: therefore mercifully ordain that we may become aged together (Gr., éwirafov édejoai pe, ete.). 
I have rendered freely, but this seems to be the force of émitdécaw here. 18 So. 14 that (Gr., Thy vixra) night. 
16 TI fear lest he also (Gr., wy Kal oftos) be. 16 But when R. was come. 17 he, 

Ver. 12. —18 The reading iSérwoar, of the text. rec. (also of II.) is found as iSérw in 108. 236. 248. Co., and as yrérw 
in III. 58. 64. and others, both of which latter are doubtless corrections, although the plural was first written through 
oversight, the last word, and not ziav, having been in mind. 1 A. V. omits and, 





3 A. V.: The which . 
5 A. V.: utmost 


Vers. 138-17. — 20 A. V.: So. 21 omits she, 22 Then. 23 therefore (Gr., cat), 24 The kat before raves is 
omitted by IT. 55. 74. °5 A. V.: that is not come to me which (Gr., ov éyéveré por kafeds) . . . . hast dealt with me 
(Gr., c0? Hudv). 26 of two that were the only-begotten children of their fathers. 

Vers. 18-21. —27 A. V.: Then Raguel... . to fill. *8 he kept the (Gr., éroinoev avrots ydpor). 29 omits of. 
80 For (Gr., cat). 81 marriage. 82 R. had said. 83 and then... . the halfof. . . . in safety. 34 should have 
the rest. 35 be, } ; 

CHarter VIII. 
Ver. 2. The ashes of the incense (A. V.: half-decayed heart and liver of the fish in the 


“ perfumes”). The article is here used, though 
not in vi. 16. The Orientals make great use of 
perfumes. The Hebrews employed for this pur- 
pose spices imported from Arabia, or aromatic 
plants, which grew in Palestine. “These plants 
were sometimes worn in their natural state about 
the person (Cant. i. 183); or boiled down, and 
mixed with oil (John xii. 3); or reduced to a 
powder, which might be carried in a smelling 
bottle (Is. iii. 24); or used for fumigation (Cant. 
iii. 6). Cf. Smith’s Bib. Dict., art. Perfumes.” 
The object in the present case, however, was not 
to make a pleasant impression on the demon, but 
a disagreeable one. It is better, therefore, to 
translate @umiaudrey incense. A fearful smell 
must indeed have been caused by burning the 


manner described. The wonder is that it did not 
drive the young Tobias and his bride away, as 
well as the demon! 

Ver. 3. Upper parts of Egypt. This place 
is mentioned because, on account of its desolate- 
ness, it was supposed to be the peculiar resort of 
the demoniacal powers. Cf. Matt. xii. 43; Rev. 
xviii. 2, with the introduction to the present book 
by Sengelmann, sect. 3. But what is to be under- 
stood by the binding? Welte (Kinleit., p. 94) 
says it is not to be taken literally ; that the limita- 
tion of his power over Tobias alone is meant to 
be indicated. But Fritzsche properly character- 
izes this opinion of Welte as gross arbitrariness. 
Undoubtedly, the binding is to be taken literally, 
as much as the remaining portion of the narra- 
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tive. Some Roman Catholic commentators, how- 
ever, yegard the whole transaction as symbolical, 
or consider the outward means used for the ex- 
orcism simply as a medium for the exercise of 
supernatural power on the part of the angel, and 
as having no special virtue in and of themselves. 
It is represented in the Vulgate that the angel 
made the passage through the air, from Ecbatana 
to Upper Egypt, with the demon, in one night, 
and bound him there so fast that he was never 
more able to leave the region. According to 
HM. and the Chaldaic the smoke was made 
“under Sarah’s garments,” which would seem to 
are the idea that the demon was wholly invisi- 

e. 

Vers. 5-9. The relation between husband and 
wife, as here represented, is worthy of attention 
as indicating the general views of the period 
among the Jews touching this subject. Cramer 
says, that the description of the mutual relation 
of husband and wife in our book appears to be 
based on the principle that the marriage relation 
was to be inspired more by a pure, sincere, and 
hearty brotherly and sisterly affection than by 
mere sexual passion ; that often Tobias is named 
the brother of his wife, and Sara the sister of her 
husband. See Moral der Apoc., p. 194f. But 
it is also to be remembered that these words 
“brother” and “sister” were favorite expressions 
of endearment in other relationships as well, and 
that in the case before us the exigencies of the 
story demanded a more than ordinary contyol of 
the sexual impulse, and, at the same time, would 
naturally require unusual expressions of attach- 
ment from persons so peculiarly situated. In 
another part of the book (ii. 12-14) we find that 
there were also at that time at least some ex- 
ceptions to the general prevalence of domestic 
felicity. 

Ver. 8. And she said with him, Amen. It was 
the custom in the early Christian church also, in 





public prayer, for all those assembled to unite in 
the closing Amen. 

Ver. 9. Arose, and went and made a grave. 
The account of Raguel’s conduct with respect to 
the grave here, and in verse 18, has a suspicious 
appearance. Had he buried the seven unfortu- 
nate previous husbands in this clandestine man- 
ner? He does not wish that any man should 
know it, if he is obliged to bury Tobias in the 
grave that he has made: Yet he allows the ser- 
vants to fill it up, and they must have known for 
what it was intended. Cf. art. ‘‘ Burial” in 
Smith’s Bib. Dict. In the Chaldaic the matter is 
somewhat differently represented: ‘“‘ Now it came 
to pass in the middle of the night that Reuel 
arose, and bade his servants dig a grave in the 
night, saying to them, ‘ If the young man die, we 
will bury him in the night, so that no man know 
it, and there will be no reproach to us.’ 
Then his servants came, and he said to them, 
‘Cover the grave before any man perceive it.’ ” 

Ver. 19. Made for them a wedding feast of 
fourteen days, 7.¢., double the usual time. Cf. 
Gen, xxix. 27; Judg. xiv. 12; and xi. 19 of the 
present book. 

Ver. 20. Before the days of the marriage 
were finished. It would seem from ix. 1-6 to have 
been near the beginning of the marriage festival. 
— M7 éedAéeiv. The infinitive involves the idea 
of permission. He would not be permitted to 
depart. Cf. Phil. iii. 16, and Winer, p. 316. So 
Buttmann, p. 273: “ And that consequently the 
simple infinitive often includes the idea of obliga- 
tion, necessity, permission. This is especially the 
case after such predicates as contain a wish, re- 
quest, or summons,” etc. This usage is well 
known in classic Greek. 

Ver. 21. When TI and my wife are dead. 
The change from the direct to the indirect address 
is also common in the classics and the New Testa- 
ment. See Winer, pp. 545,379; Buttmann, p. 385. 





CHapTerR IX. 


1, 2 


And? Tobias called Raphael, and said unto him, Brother Azarias, take with 


thee a servant, and two camels, and go to Rages of Media to Gabael, and bring me 


shall not depart. 


Or pe CO 


the money, and bring him to me? to the wedding, for Raguel hath sworn that I 
And * my father counteth the days; and if I tarry long, he will 
be sorely distressed. And * Raphael went on his way,° and lodged with Gabael, 


and gave him the written document ;7 and he ® brought forth the * bags which were 


6 sealed up, and gave them to him. 


And early in the morning they went forth to- 


gether,” and came to the wedding. And Tobias blessed 1 his wife. 


Vers. 1, 2. —1 A. V.: Then. 
Vers. 4,5.—3A. V.: But. 


71. 108. 236. 243. 248. 249. Co. Ald. have peyddws. See Com. 
9 omits the, 
11 For ebAdynoe 23. 71. 74. 76. 108. have nvSéxnoev (was well 


(lit. something written with the hand), * who. 
Ver. 6.19 A. V.: both together (Gr., simply xovvas). 


2 omits to me. The pronoun is wanting in ITT. 23. 55. 58. 64. 60. Ald. Old Lat. 
4 very sorry (Gr., ddvvyOjcera Aiav). For péya (after xpoviow “ tarry long,’’) 58. 64. 


5A.V.: So. 6 out (Gr., éropev6n). 7 handwriting 


pleased with) which is doubtless a gloss, but gives the real meaning of the former word. Cf. Com. The Old Latin 
omits this clause, but adds considerable new matter as follows : ‘‘ Ht iuvenit Gabelus Thobiam discumbentem : et ex- 
silivit, et salutavit, et osculatus est eum: et lacrymatus est Gabelus, et benedixit Deum, dicens: Benedictus Dominus 


qai dedit tibi pacem, bone et optime vir, quoniam boni et optimi et justi viri, ; 
Det tibi benedictionem Dominus celi, et uxori tue, et patri et matri uxoris tuz: et benedictus Deus, 


dictus tu, fili. 


quoniam video Thobi consubrini mei similem.” . Cf. the translation of the Sin. MS. which follows. 


eleemosynas facientis, filius es: et bene- 


\ 
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Ver. 2. TMopev@nri ev ‘Pdyors. We have év for 
eis. See Winer, p. 413 f.; Buttmann, p. 333, — 
The distance was two hundred miles. But one 
receives the impression from the narrative that it 
was made by the angel in one day, and that on 
the following day he returned with Gabael. And, 
even supposing that several days elapsed, they 
could not have been many, as if is evident the 
journey was made well within the time allotted to 
the marriage festival. The Old Latin (v. 8) 
distinctly designates the journey as one of two 
days: “Et est iter bidui ex Bathanis, usque Rages 
civitatem Phagar, que posita est in monte.’ The 
Vulgate at this point has seemed to think it neces- 
sary that Tobias should recognize the value of 
his guide’s services thus far, and adds: “ Were I 
to make myself your slave, I could not sufficiently 
repay your care for me.” But is not the young 
man wanting in ordinary discrimination not to 
see in his attendant something more than a mere 
man ? 





well as the plural, of this adjective, in place of the 
adverb weydAws, occurs also in classical Greek. 

Ver. 6. And Tobias blessed his wife. Most 
commentators think the text is corrupt. Some 
find in ebAdynoe the idea of efAoxos, and translate 
by gravidam fecit. (Badwell and the Geneva ver- 
sion.) Others would read kal evAdynoe TwBlay kar 
Thy yuvaika avrod, t.e., Gabael blessed Tobias and 
his wife. This was a conjecture of Junius (“ Et 
benedixit (Gebahhel) Tobije et uxori ejus”’), and is 
found in the margin of the version of 1611. It is 
an interesting fact that this particular word in the 
later Greek had the technical meaning of “to 
marry,” as used of the priest who performed the 
ceremony. Cf. Sophocles’ Lex.,ad voc. The ren- 
dering we find in the A. V., however, is perhaps 
best in harmony with the context, if the expres- 
sion is considered as a sort of conclusion to the 
wedding festivities. Tobias felt happy in the 
possession of such a wife, and gave a correspond- 
ing expression to his feelings. 


Ver. 4. Méya, long. The neuter singular, as 


CHAPTER X. 
? 
1 Awnp? Tobit his father counted every day. And when the days for? the journey 
2 had ® expired, and he * came not, he ® said, Are they perhaps ° detained ? or is Ga- 
3 bael possibly’ dead, and there is no man to give him the money? And he was very 
4 sorrowful. But® his wife said to him, The child is dead, since he stayeth 
5 so long." And she began to bewail him, and said, Thou art a source of care to 
6 me,” my son, because * I have let thee go, the light of mine eyes. And Tobit said 
7 to her,“ Hold thy peace, take no care, for he is safe. And she said to him, * Hold 
thy peace, and deceive me not; my son is dead. And she went out every day into 
the way which he departed,’ and did eat no food in™ the day-time, and ceased not 
nights * to bewail her son Tobias, until the fourteen days of the wedding were ex- 
pired, which Raguel had sworn that he should spend there. 

But * Tobias said to Raguel, Let me go, for my father and my mother look no 
8 more to see me. But Ais father-in-law said unto him, Tarry with me, and I will 
send to thy father, and they shall make known ” unto him how things go with thee. 
9, 10 And* Tobias said, Let * me go to my father. And*™ Raguel arose, and gave 
11 him Sarra * his wife, and half Acs goods, servants, and cattle, and money ; and he 
blessed them, and sent them away, saying, The God of heaven give you a blessing 
12 before I die,” my children. And he said to his daughter, Honor thy father and thy 
mother-in-law, who * are now thy parents, that I may hear good report of thee. 
And he kissed her. Edna also said to Tobias, The Lord of heaven bring thee back 
Ver. 1.—1A. V.: Now. 2 of. 3 were. 

with Co. and Ald. have édoyi¢ero — jpxovto. 
Ver. 2.—5A. V.: Then Tobit (so 58., ete., with Co. Ald.). 8 omits perhaps (Gr., pajmore Katéoxnvrat, the latter 


word being a conjecture of Il i it — i i i 
aS cat : st ie ae: he is adopted by Fritzsche — Old Lat., nwmquid detentus est Thobias — for Katy OXVVTAL 5 
Vers. 3-5. —5A.V.: Therefore he was very sorry. ® Then. 10 My son (Gr., 7d maSiov), 11 seeing (Gr 
Sidr 5 ort, 248. Co.) he stayeth long. 12 Now I care for nothing. We have adopted, with Fritzsche, the suggestion 
of Drusius, ov pede (for od wéAer). Sengelmann would read ot for o ; Vulg., heu. Of. Com. 13 A, We since 
Vers. 6-8. —A.Y.:; To whom T. said (Jun., cui dixit Tobit). 15 But she said. 16 they went. Ww meat on 
a8 whole nights. In III, 64. 108. 248. 248. Co. and Ald. dAas is found after weras; Old Lat. tota nocte, and adds et a 
dormiebat. WA.V.: Then. his (avrd is added by III. 28. 55. 58. 64. 74. al. Co. Ald.) father-in-law +... declare 
Ver. 9. — 2 ASV 42 BUG. *2.No; but let. Cod. II. (as a correction) as well as IIT. 28. 55. 64. 71. with Co. and Ald. 
have ovxi before éfaméor. (Co. and Ald. also dAAd), but it seems better, with Fritzsche, to reject both as later additions ; 
Vers, 10-12, —°5 A. V : Then (Gr., 6¢). 24 Sara. 25 a prosperous journey (Gr., evodéce:, but, as the context 
mahi ake a be literally rendered) ; omits ‘‘ before I die,” and adds it improperly in yer. 12, 20 A. V.: which 
restore thee. : 


‘they. For édoyicaro —ypxero IIT. 28. 55. 58. 64. and some others 
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my dear brotker, and grant that I may see thy children of my daughter Sarra,! 
that I may rejoice before the Lord. And? behold, I commit my daughter unto 


thee in trust;* do not treat her ill.4 


Ver. 12.—14A.YV.: Sara before I die (see preceding verse). 


# wherefore do not entreat her evil. 
74. 76. 236. 249. 


2 omits and. 5 of special trust (Gr., év TrapaxaradynKy). 


Fritzsche properly removes the cai before Hy Aumiogs, with IT. IIT. 23. 55. 58. 71. 


CHaptTer X. 


Ver. 1. ’EAoyloaro éxdorns huépas, counted 
every day. See ix. 4; and for this use of the 
genitive, Winer, p. 207. 

Ver. 2. Mymote karéoynvrat, Are they perhaps 
detained? This is the translation of the Old 
Latin, except in the use of the plural: Numquid 
detentus est Thobias? Tlgen therefore suggested 
the reading kxaréoynyra for karyoxuvTa, and 
Fritzsche adopts the same. But the latter word 
would also give a good sense: Have they perhaps 
been disappointed? Cf. the LXX. at Jer. ii. 36 
and Job vi. 20, where this verb is used to translate 





had sent off the son; and he vas therefore the 
cause of the supposed bereavement. 

Megs 7. Did eat no food. An obvious hyper- 
bole. 

Ver. 11. Servants, oduata. Cf. Greek at 
Gen. xxxvi. 6; 2 Mace. viii. 11; Rev. xviii. 13. 
This Greek word is also used by the classic poets 
and by Xenophon to denote persons. See Cremer, 
ad voe. 

Ver. 12. The blessing referred to is probably 
the gift of children. Some, indeed, construe 
téxva in the accusative after edodéce, “bless you 


with children.”’ The future is here, as not infre- 
quently, used for the optative. Cf. Buttmann, 
p. 218. — Kal 5¢n, and grant. One of the rare 
inflections of verbs in ws. It is for doin, optative 
second aorist. Cf. Rom. xv. 5; 2 Tim. i. 16, 18; 
and see Winer, p. 78; Buttmann, p. 46. 


WD. Grotius: “An elusa eorum spes per Ga- 
baelis heredes.”” On the use of bhmore as an inter- 
rogative particle, cf. John vii. 26; Luke iii. 15. 
Ver. 5. Ilgen and Dereser, following the tezt. 
rec., translate: “I have not myself to accuse 
that,” 7. e., it was the father, not the mother, who 





CuarTEeR XI. 


f_ 


Arter these things Tobias also went his way,! praising God that he had given 
him a prosperous journey, and blessed Raguel and Edna his wife. And he went 
on his way? till they drew near unto Nineve. And Raphael said to Tobias, Knowest 
thou not, brother, how thou didst leave thy father?* Let us haste before thy wife, 
and prepare the house, and have at hand * the gall of the fish. And they went their 
way,’ and the dog went after® them. And’ Anna sat looking about towards the way 
for her son. And when she espied him coming, she said to his father, Behold, my § 
son cometh, and the man that went with him. And Raphael said,® I know” that 
thy father will open Ais eyes; therefore” anoint thou his eyes with the gall, and 
being pricked therewith, he will” rub, and the white spots will} fall away, and he 
will * see thee. And Anna ran up,” and fell upon the neck of her son, and said 
unto him, I”* have seen thee, my son, from henceforth I am content to die. And 
they wept both. Tobit also went forth toward the door, and stumbled. But his 
son ran unto him, and took hold of his father; and he sprinkled” the gall on his 
father’s eyes, saying, Be of good hope,"* my father. And when his eyes began to 
smart, he rubbed them; and the white spots scaled off from the corners of 
his cyes; and on seeing his son, he fell upon his neck, and” wept, and said, 
Blessed art thou, O God, and blessed 7s thy name for ever, and blessed are all 
thy holy angels, for thou hast scourged, and hast taken pity on me; behold,” I see 


8 Then R.,... Thou 


pot es 
HOD MONONA OD 


aa 
He Go bo 


15 


Vers. 1, 2.—1A. V.: T. went his way (Gr., éropevero kat T.). 
knowest....father. Codd, 243. 248. Co. Ald. omit ov. 

Ver. 4.—4A.V.: take in thine hand. The force of AaBe rapa xetpa, however, is as we have given it, and the con- 
text also requires it. 5A. V.: So.,.. their way. 6 For omaGev (before avrv) of the text. rec. 58. 71. and some 
others have éumpoofey. According to the Syriac, the mother saw first the dog, on the return of Tobias and the angel, 
and hence, probably, the reading ; Old Lat., ‘‘ Et abiit cum illis et canis.” 

Vers. 5-7. —7A. V.: Now. 8 thy. For vids pov, IIT. 55. 64. 71. Vulg. Syr. Co. Ald. offer vids cov; Old Lat., filius 
tuus (so Jun.). 9A. V.: Then said R. 10 know, Tobias. The authorities for Tw8. are III. 23. 58., etc., with Co. 
Ald., but it is probably a gloss. 

Ver. 8. —1 In the teat. rec. ody is not found, but seems, perhaps, sufficiently well supported (III. 23. 55. 58. 64. 71., 
etc., with Co.), and is received by Fritzsche. 22A.V.: shall. 1% whiteness shall. 14 shall, ’ 

Vers. 9-13. —15 A. V.: Then A. ran forth. 16 Seeing I. 17 strake of. The verb is mpocérace, and Thy xoAjv is 
its direct object. 18 At vii. 18, the same word (@dpcet) is rendered, ‘‘ Be of good comfort.”? The underlying idea is 
rather ‘‘ courage.”’ 19 A. V.: whiteness pilled away (Gr., éAewioOy .. . . TA AevKHpata; cf. Com. at iii. 17). : 

Vers. 14-15.—29 A. V.: when he saw... . And he. 21 for behold. There is no word in the Greek representing 


for,” but Co. has xai, and Jun. Nam. 


2 and went on his way. 
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my son Tobias. And his son went in rejoicing, and told his father the great things 
16 that had happened to him in Media. And* Tobit went out to meet his daughter- 
in-law to? the gate of Nineve, rejoicing, and praising God. And they who ® saw 
17 him go marvelled, because he saw.4 And® Tobit gave thanks before them, be- 
cause God had mercy on them.? And when Tobit’ came near to Sarra® his 
daughter-in-law, he blessed her, saying, Thou art welcome, daughter. God be 
blessed, who® hath brought thee unto us, and blessed be thy father and thy mother. 
18 And there was joy amongst all his brethren who” were at Nineve. And Achia- 
19 charus, and Nasbas his brother’s son came; and Tobias’ wedding was kept seven 
days with joy.” 
Vers, 15-19.—1 A. V.: Then. 


8 A. V.: which. 4 had received his sight (Gr., ¢BAee ; 58. al. eBAeze). 
Til. 64. 71. al. with Co. Ald.). 7 he. 8 Sara. 9 which. 10 which. 


2 at. The Greek is mpds 7H wvAy (III. 28. 55. 58. 71. with Co.: mpods Thy mvany). 
5 But. 6 him (Gr., avrovs; avTdv, 
11 great joy. 


CuaPTeR XI. 


Ver.1. In Fritzsche’s text the first part of this|remedies. According to Reusch (Com., p. 103), 
verse, as far as the period, is found at the end of|the analogy of the other cure spoken of in this 
chap. x. book would lead us to regard it as miraculous. 

Ver. 3. The other texts have mentioned the|The Syriac introduces a very natural addition, 
place where Raphael and Tobias left the rest of |and makes the father ask the son, after his strange 
the company to hasten on before. The Vulgate | way of grecting him: “ What hast thou done, my 
names it “Haran,” or “Charan;” the Syriac,|son?” In fact, we cannot help thinking that it 
“Basri,” or, as Reusch has it, ““Kasra;” the |would have been far more respectful, and im the 
Greek B., Kacdpea; The Hebrew of Miinster|end quite as useful, if the father had been previ- 
and the Chaldaic Akris. The Vulgate, moreover, | ously informed of what it was proposed to do for 
says that this point was reached on the eleventh | his benefit. 
day. These places have not been identified.| Vers. 16, 17. Ilgen holds that what is here 
Iigen, on account of readings of certain manu-|said of Tobit’s rejoicing and praising God is an 
scripts of the Old Latin, conjectures that the |interpolation. He seems to think that it is repre- 


*Apaxrhyn of Strabo is meant. 

Ver. 4. It is said that the dog went “ after” 
them. There is no ground, then, in this text for 
the opinion of Dereser and Reusch that he is 
introduced into the story that he may go on in 
advance to signify the return of the son to the 
anxious parents. Cf.v.16. The following state- 
ment of the Vulgate (xi. 9) is an obvious embel- 
lishment: “ Now, the dog which had accompanied 
them on the journey ran on ahead, and, as a 
messenger coming up, fawned, and wagged his 
tail.”” Both Fritzsche and Sengelmann call at- 
tention to the fact that the dog is quite super- 
fluous in the narrative. It is not grammatically 
allowable, with Ilgen and others, to refer adréy in 
verse 6, “espied him coming,” to the dog, while 
the context is equally against it. 

Ver. 9. ’Amd tod viv arodavotua. This is a 
remarkable use of the future. It is likely that 
some word is to be understood as in the text; the 
expression being proverbial, and so of the briefest 
character. 

Vers. 10-12. Roman Catholic commentators 
are not agreed among themselves with respect to 
the healing of Tobit. Some hold it to be miracu- 
lous, and others as the result of the use of natural 


sented that the thankful man went through the 
streets of Nineveh shouting out his thanksgiving 
before all the people; and says that when we 
think of what Nineveh was, and of the circum- 
stances of Tobit, it is simply ridiculous. But this 
is to put a meaning into the text, and not to take 
its natural meaning from it.—TIlpbs tH wvAn. Cf. 
Luke xix. 37: ’Eyyi(ovros .... #8 mpds tH Kara- 
Bdoet Tod Bpovs, etc.” The verb “does not mean 
when he was near, but as he came near (to) the 





mountain.” So Buttmann, p. 340. 

Ver. 18. And Nasbas. This person does not 
otherwise appear in the history. Since the words, 
“his brother’s son,” follow immediately, and ac- 
cording to i. 22, Achiacharus was a brother’s son, 
it has been held by some commentators that 
Nasbas is only another name for the same person. 
In the margin of the version of 1611 it is added 
after Achiacharus, as a conjecture of Junius, “ who 
is also called Nasbas.”’ Fritzsche’s remark, that 
avrod in the phrase 6 éadeAgpos avrod refers to 
Achiacharus, is by no means conclusive on that 
point. It might, by a loose construction not for- 
eign to the present book, refer to Tobit. The 





other texts give the name differently: Greek B., 
NaBds; Old Latin, Nabal; Syriac, Laban. 


CHAPTER XII. 


1 


Anp* Tobit called his son Tobias, and said unto him, My son, see that the man 
2 who went with thee has is wages,” and thow must give him more. 


And he said 


unto him,* O father, I shall not be straitened if I give* to him half of those things 


Vers. 1,2. —1A.V.: Then. 2 man have his (not in Gr., except 44.) wages which went, etc. 8 Tobias said unto 
him. The proper name is found only in 248. Co., Jun. The pronoun also (avr@), is omitted in the text, rec., but is 
found in III. 28. 55, 58. 71. 74, 248. 249. Go. Ald. 4A. V::it is no harm to me to give. See Com. 
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which I have brought; for he hath brought me again to thee in safety!; and made 
whole my wife; and brought my? money, and likewise healed thee. And® the old 
man said, It is due unto him. And‘ he called the angel, arid said® unto him, Take 
half of all that ye have brought, and go away in safety. ‘Then he called both apart, 
and said unto them, Bless God, and praise ® him, and magnify him, and praise him 
for the things which he hath done unto you in the sight of all that live. it 7s good 
to praise God, and exalt his name, and to shew forth with honor’ the works of God; 
and * be not slack to praise him. Jt ’s good to keep close the secret of a king, but 
wt ws good to reveal with praise the works of God. Do good, and evil shall not touch 
you. Prayer ts good with fasting and alms and righteousness. Little ® with righteous- 
ness ts better than much with unrighteousness. Jt is better to give alms than to lay 
9 up gold; for alms doth deliver from death, and it shall! purge away all sin. Those 
10 that practice almsgiving™ and righteousness shall be filled with life; but they that 
11 sin are enemies of * their own life. Surely I will keep close nothing from you. I 
have just said,’ Jt is good to keep close the secret of a king, but zt 7s good to re- 
12 veal with praise the works of God. And now,’ when thou didst pray, and Sarra 
thy daughter-in-law, I did bring the remembrance of your prayer? before the Holy 
13 One; and when thou didst bury the dead, I was” with thee likewise. And when 
thou didst not delay to rise up, and leave thy meal,**to go and cover the dead, 
14 thou and” thy good deed were ™ not hid from me, but I was with thee. And now 
15 God sent” me to heal thee and Sarra” thy daughter-in-law. Iam Raphael, one of 
the seven holy angels, who * present the prayers of the saints, and who™ go in and 
out before the glory of the Holy One. 
16 And* they were both in consternation,” and fell upon their faces, for they 
17 feared. And™ he said unto them, Fear not; peace be with you; but praise God for- 
18 ever.* For not through™ favor of mine, but by the will of our * God I came ; 
19 wherefore praise him forever. All these days I simply appeared *! unto you; and I 
20 neither ate nor drank,” but you did see a vision. And now® give God thanks, for 
21 I go up to him that sent me; and™ write all things which have happened® in a 
22 book. And when they rose, they saw him no more.*® And they confessed his” 
great and wonderful works,* how the ® angel of the Lord had appeared unto them.. 
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Vers. 3-5. —1 The Greek here, and in ver. 6, is dyij, t. €., “in health,” or, “safe and sound.’* 2 A. V.: me the: 
(Gr., pov); Old Lat., et pecuniam mecum adtulit. 3 Then. 4 So. 5 he said. 

Ver. 6.—®A. V.: took them (Gr., xadécas trois S00 kpumTa@s) both .... God, praise. 7 honourably (marg., with: 
honour) to show forth. The Greek here is évtiuws, honorifice, ‘‘ giving him honor.’’ 8 A. V.: therefore. 

Vers. 7-10. — 9 A. V.: but it is honourable (Gr., évddfws ; Codd. 71, 236. 248. 249. Co. read évdogov) to reveal .... Do. 
that which is good, and no evil shall....Alittle. 10 A. V.: for alms (the ydp is omitted in II. 55. 74. 286.).... andi 
shall (avry is omitted by 44. 106.). 11 exercise alms. 12 to. 


Ver. 11.—13A. V.: ForI said. The Codd. III. 55. 64. 74. 76. 248, 248., with Co. and Ald. have 6€ here instead of 57. 
14 It is good... . but that it was honourable (Codd. 74. 76. 248. 249. Co., évSogov) to reveal. 

Vers. 12, 18. —15 A. V.: Now therefore. 16 Sara... . prayers. 17 In addition to the authorities cited in 
Fritzsche’s Crit. Ap. for the reading ovurapyuny (III. 58. 64. 71. al. —which are 76. 236, 243. 248. 249. Co, —), II. may 
be cited. The tezt. rec. has cvprapyyynv. 18 A, V.; dinner (Gr., as ii. 1. apiorov). 19 omits thou and (contained) 
in the Gr., ovx édabés pe ayaborro.wv). 20 was. 

Vers. 14-16.— 1 A. V.: hath sent. 22 Sara. 23 which. 24 which. 25 Then. 26 troubled (Gr. érapaxOncar). 
The rendering is weak. 

Ver. 17.—77 A. V.: But. 28 for it shall go well with you; praise God therefore (Gr., eipyvy tiv Exrar* Tov 6é Gedv- 
ebdAoyeite cis Tov aidva ; the last three words, however, are omitted in 23. 64. 71. 74. 76. 2386. 249. Co. Ald.). 


Vers. 18-20. — 29 A. V.: of any. 30 The Codd. II. and III. have tpov instead of nur of the text. rec.; Old Lat.,. 
wobiscum. Codd. 44. 58. 106. 249. omit quar. 831A, V.: I did appear. The addition seems necessary for clearness.. 
82 A. V.: but I did neither eat nor drink. 83 Now therefore. 4 but. 85 are done. 


Vers. 21, 22. —% For ovxére II. 55. offer ovx ; Old Lat., et non potuerunt illum videre. %7 A, V.: Then they confessed, 
the, ete. 38 great and wonderful works of God, and, ete. The reading followed by the A.V. (Oavpacra Tov O00 Kal, 
_ &s) is supported by III. 23. 55. 58.71. Co. Ald. *° Cod. IT. omits the article. 


CuaprTerR XII. 


Ver. 1. “Opa, see, in the sense of “ have a care,” | xa as perfect of &yw. The former is a late: 
“look out for it,” like the verb émyeAéoua. This) word. ‘The intimation of Tobias in this verse 
meaning is also given to the word in the classics. | with respect to his wife is anything but compli- 
See Buttmann, p. 243. mentary. But it is doubtless a slip. He refers 

Ver. 2. BAdmroua, disabled, weakened. The|to her deliverance from the influence of the 
meaning is that he would have enough left, so | demon. ae 
that he would not be embarrassed. Ver. 5. Go away in safety. 3 The meaning is 

Ver. 3. ’Ayhoxe for &yhxe, instead of the usual | not clearly expressed. Tobit wishes him simply 
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a happy journey. As the Germans say: “ Hine 
gliickliche Reise!” “ A pleasant journey !” 

Ver. 7. Kardy obx edphoe: duds. The article 
is omitted with the subject, probably on account 
of its omission with the preceding éya8dv through 
the general nature of the thought. “ Evil shall 
not find (reach) you.” 

Ver. 8. Prayer is good with fasting and 
alms. For remarks on the doctrine of fasting 
and almsgiving, as taught in this book, see Intro- 
duction, The Hebrew word 71/2T% is rendered 
by éAenuootyn in the Septuagint at Deut. xxiv. 
13; Dan. iv. 27. In fact, there are at least 
thirteen passages where a ae rendering is 
given. The lesson, on which no little stress is 
laid in Scripture, would thereby be taught by 
the translators of the LXX., “that mercy toward 
our fellow-men is the grand token of righteous- 
ness in the sight of that God who manifests his 
own righteousness especially by showing mercy 
and goodness.” Girdlestone, O. 7’. Syn., p. 261. 

Ver. 9. According to the text. rec. the angel 
makes no effort to reconcile the theoretical prin- 
ciples which he lays down with what was practi- 
cally true in the case of the much-suffering 
but righteous Tobit. The Vulgate, however, puts 
into the former’s mouth the words: Et quia ac- 
ceptus eras Deo, necesse fuit, ut tentatio probaret te. 
— Doth deliver from death, and it shall purge 





away all sin. Attention should be called again 
(see Introduction) to the unmistakable and start- 
ling import of this declaration. The giving of 
alms shall purge away all sin and deliver from 
(spiritual) ath ! How important to study the 
grounds on which the authenticity and genuine- 
ness of such a composition are supported, whose 
teachings are so obviously in contradiction to the 
letter and spirit of the canonical Scriptures ! 

Vers. 12-15. I brought the remembrance of 
your prayers. This idea that angels presented 

rayers before God is also found in the book of 
Enoch (xv.1). See remarks of Hoffmann, ad loc. 
Others have erroneously adduced passages from 
the canonical Scriptures of the Old Testament 
(as Job xxxiii. 23; Zech. i. 12) in support of the 
same doctrine. Cf. Introduction, under “‘ Dec- 
trinal Teaching,” and the various commentaries 
on Rev. viii. and ix. 

Ver. 20. For I go unto him that sent me. 
Strangely enough, some Protestant commentators 
have been driven to such straits in their attempted 
justification of the ‘opinion that the Apocryphal 
books ought to be retained as a legitimate part of 
the Bible as to cite this passage as suggesting to 
our Saviour his words in John xvi. 5. Keerl well 
replies: “Let him understand it who can under- 
stand it; I confess that such statements appear 
to me, in my ‘foolishness,’ too strange, too pro- 
found.” Die Apokryphenfrage (ed. 1855), p. 109. 


CHAPTER XIII. 


And? Tobit,wrote a prayer of rejoicing, and said, 


Blessed be God that liveth for ever, and blessed be his kingdom. 


For he doth scourge, and hath mercy ; ; 


He leadeth down to Hades,” and bringeth up again ; 
Neither is there any that shall escape ® his hand. 


Confess him before the Gentiles, ye children of Israel, 


For he hath scattered us among them. 


There declare his greatness, 


Extol him before every living being,* 


For he zs our Lord and God, 
He zs our Father for ever. 


And he will scourge us for our iniquities, 


And will have mercy again, and will gather us out of all nations, 
Wherever ye have been scattered among them.® 


If you turn to him with your whole heart, 


And with your whole soul, to deal * uprightly before him, 


Then will he turn unto you, 


And will not hide his face from you. 


And see what he will do for you," 


And confess him with your whole mouth, 
And praise the Lord of righteousness,® 


And extol the everlasting King. 


In the land of my captivity do I confess him, 
And declare his might and majesty to a nation of sinners.? 


Wers, 1,.2.—1 A.V: Then. 2 Hell. 


3 can avoid (éxpevéerac). 


Vers.4,5.—4A.V.: And (so 64. 106. 248. 248. Go. Ald.) extol him before all the livi @ 
. . 106. 248. 248. Co. : e living (Gr., ravros . Forh 
is our Lord, And he#s the God, our Father. I have changed the order of the words to correspond sie are that of 


the Greek. 


might (77s*Suvépews, with Co.; Jun., a potentissimo). 
€Ovn. 


5 among whom he hath scattered us (Gr., od éav oxo ATE év avTor é 
: wh pmiaOnte €v avTois ; 248. Co., od 5 nd. 
Ver. 6.—6 A. V.: mind and deal (kai roujonre is found in 23. 74. 236.). ; ee 


7 Therefore see... . with you. 8 of 


® praise him .... sinful nation, For é@ve II. and III. have 
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_O ye sinners, turn and do justice before him ; 
Who knows but that he will accept! you, 
And have mercy on you? 
7 Iwill extol my God, 
And my soul shall praise the King of heaven, 
And shall rejoice in his greatness. 
8 Let all men speak, and let all praise him in Jerusalem.? 
9  O Jerusalem, city of the Holy One, 
He scourges thee for thy children’s works, 
And will have mercy again on the children of the righteous. 
10 Give praise to the Lord in uprightness 
And bless* the everlasting King, 
That his tabernacle may be built * in thee again with joy, 
And he make joyful in thee ® those that are captives, 
And love in thee for ever" those that are miserable. 
11 Many nations shall come from far to the name of the Lord God, 
Having * gifts in their hands, even gifts to the King of heaven; 
Generations of generations shall render thee jubilant praise.® 
12 Cursed are all they who ™ hate thee, 
And blessed shall all be who ™ love thee for ever. 
13 _— Rejoice and be glad for the children of the just, 
For they shall be gathered together, and shall bless the Lord of the just. 
14 0 blessed are they who ” love thee, for they shall rejoice in thy peace ; 
Blessed are they who * have been sorrowful for all thy scourges ; 
For they shall rejoice for thee, when they have seen all thy glory, 
And my soul shall * be glad for ever ; 
15 Let it bless * God the great King. 
16 For Jerusalem shall be built wp with sapphire, and emerald,!* and thy walls 
with” precious stone ; 
And thy towers * and battlements with pure gold. 
17 +And the broadways”® of Jerusalem shall be paved with beryl and carbuncle and 
stone of Suphir.” 
18 And all her streets shall say, Alleluia ; 
And they shall praise Aim, saying, Blessed be God, 
Who * hath exalced thee ” for ever. 

Ver. 6.—1A. Y.: can tell if he will accept. 

Ver. 8. —2 A. V.: for his righteousness (év duxarocvvy, 64. 248. 248. 249. Co. Ald., the Greek Bible of 1545 (Basle) 
and 1597 (Frankfort) ; Jun., juste, and in the margin, “‘ Grec., in justitia ”’). 

Ver. 9.—%A.V.: the holy city. (We find ayia (for ayiov of II., the text. rec., and other authorities) in IIT. 55. 64. 
71. 76. 2386. 248. 248. Co. Ald. See Com.).... He will scourge (the future, but better rendered as present, as it repre- 
sents a general truth, and one which the Israelites were even then experiencing. The margin of the A. V. has, more 
literally, ‘‘ He will lay a scourge upon the works of thy children’)... . sons of the righteous (cf. ver. 18). 

Ver. 10.—4 A. V.: for he is good (7. €., 071 dyads, as 248, Co.), and praise. Cod. II. has ayadds (as text. rec.) by the first 
hand, and there is not, as stated in Fritzsche’s apparatus, a correction to aya0@; III. hast@ ayadg. 5 A. V.: builded. 
6 let him make joyful therein (exec is found in III. 23. 64. 249. Ald.). 7 Lit., unto all the generations of the zon. 

Ver. 11.—* A. V.: with (Gr., éxovzes). ® All generations shall praise thee with great joy (Gr., yeveat yevedy 
Sdcovgi cou &yadAiacw). Codd. IIT. 64. 243. 249., with Co. and Ald., add aivécovat cor (ce, 64.) nai after yeveor, and 
omit the pronoun after the following verb. The form ayaAAéaya is found in the text. rec., but is changed in his text 
by Fritzsche to ayaAA‘aow, with III. 23. 44. 64. and many others. 

Vers. 12-14.—19 A. V.: which. %which. 12 which. 1% which, 1 And shall (see next verse). 

Ver. 15. —15 A. V.: Let my soul bless (Codd. IT. and III. have evppav@joeras just before, instead of the plural of 
the same, and we have consequently made 7 Wux7 wou the subject of it, and transferred the words to the preceding verse, 
while continuing the same subject for evAoyeirw here). 


Vers. 16, 17.— 1° A. Y.: sapphires, and emeralds. 17Jn harmony with the text of Fritzsche, we connect ra te‘yn 
cov with Atéw évriuw. Of. following. 418A. V.: Thy walls and towers. 1 the streets. °° stones of Ophir (Gr., 
Lovdeip). 

et —1 A. V.: Which. 22 extolled it. Fritzsche would emend the tezt. rec. twwoe, which is also the read- 


ing of the Codd. (ILI. adds eis) to tywoe ce cis. It is probable that the pronoun was overlooked on account of the end- 
ing of the verb. The direct address seems to require it. 


CuapTEeR XIII. 


Ver. 1. This “prayer of rejoicing” is made|has but little adaptation to the peculiar circum- 
up mostly of expressions of prayer and praise |stances of the case before us. Sengelmann sug- 
which are familiar to Old Testament readers, and! gests that it may have been separately composed 
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by some person whose name was Tobit, and after- 
wards included in the present book. But that is 
scarcely probable. 

Ver. 5. As inverse 9, so here, the future 
(uaorvyéce) is used for the present, as denoting 
both what has taken place and what will be in the 
future. Cf. Winer, p. 279 f.; Buttmann, p. 311. 

Ver. 6. See Deut. xxx. 2-4.— The everlast- 
ing King, roy BaoiAéa téy aidvwv. Cf. Ps. exlv. 
13. Some would improperly give to aiévwy the 
sense of “ worlds,’ as intended to magnify the 
creative power of God. The same expression is 
found in 1 Tim. i. 17: “Now unto the king eter- 
nal,” etc. In Heb. i. 2, however, 3:’ of kal 
Tovs aiavas émoincev, the above-mentioned render- 
ing would seem to be applicable. — A nation of 
sinners. Grotius thinks the Assyrian people is 
meant. But the connection seems to require that 
the reference be to the Israelites, and there is 
sufficient justification in their idolatry for their 
being thus stigmatized. In fact, the following 
sentence appears to be conclusive on this point: 
“who knows but that he will accept.” 





Ver. 7. T& Bacirel Tod ovpayod. The dative is 
here used probably through the influence of the 
following éegouoAoyela@woav, which was already in 
the writer’s mind. Fritzsche thinks the expres- 
sion “ King of heaven” is nowhere else found 
(except in verse 11) in the Old or New Testament. 
But in the LXX., at Dan. iv. 34, we have rdv 
BactAéa Tov ovpavod. 

Ver. 9. City of the Holy One, réArs aylov. 
Fritzsche would translate “city of the sanctu- 
ary,” making ayiov neuter, as referring to the 
temple. But it seems preferable to refer it to the 
subject of the immediately following pagrrydcet. 

Ver. 11. Cf. Ps. lxxxvi. 9, to the name of the 
Lord, i.e., where He is named, to Jerusalem and 
the temple. 

Ver. 16. Cf. Is. liv. 11,12; Rev. xxi. 18-20. 

Ver. 17. The word translated “streets” in 
the A. V. is wAaretau, 7. e., broad streets; puun 
(ver. 18) commonly denotes a narrower street. 
— Wnporoyndjoovra:. This word means, first, “to 
play juggling tricks;” then, “to make inlaid 
work, to pave.” 





CuHAarrer XIV. 


1,2 Anp* Tobit made an end of praising God. And he was eight and fifty years 
old when he lost his sight, and he recovered it ? after eight years ; and he gave alms, 
and continued to fear the Lord God and to praise him. But he became ‘ very aged ; 
and ° he called his son, and the sons of his son, and said to him, My son, take thy 
sons,° for behold, I am aged, and about’? to depart out of thes life, go into Media, 
my son, for I surely believe those things which Jonas the prophet spake of 
Nineve, that it shall be overthrown ; however, there will be for a time more peace 8 
in Media; and that our brethren s¢il/ in the land shall be scattered ® from that good 
land; and Jerusalem shall be desolate, and the house of God in it shall be burned, 
5 and shall be desolate for a time; and again God will have mercy on them, and 
bring them again into the land, and they shall build the 2 temple, but not like to 
the former one,* until the epochs of the age ™ be fulfilled ; and afterward they 
shall return from ail places of their captivity, and build up Jerusalem gloriously, 
and the house of God shall be built in it for ever with a glorious building, as the 
prophets have spoken concerning it.° And all.the heathen” shall turn, and fear® 
the Lord God truly, and shall bury their idols. And all the heathen shall” praise 
the Lord, and his people shall confess God, and the Lord shall exalt his people ; 
and all those who** love the Lord God in truth and justice shall rejoice, shewing 
mercy to our brethren. And now, my son, depart out of Nineve, because all those 
things which the prophet Jonas spake will” come to pass. But keep thou the 
law and the commandments, and be merciful and just, that it may go well with 


Vers. 1,2.—1A.Y.: So. 2 which was restored to him. 5 he increased (Gr., mpooéGero) in the fear of the Lord 
God, and praised him. Fritzsche adopts from III. 28. 44. 55. 58. 64. 71. 106. Co. Ald. éoporoyetoOar for éEwuodoyetro of 
the text. rec., thus relieving the awkwardness of the construction. But the awkward constructions, it must be admitted 
are more generally the original ones. : 

Vers. 3, 4.—4 A. V.: And when he was (Gr., peydAws 58 eyjpace ; 44. ws dé éyjpacer). 5 omits and. 6 the six 
sons (so IIT. 58. al. Co. Ald.) .... children. 7 am ready. 8 A. V.: and that for a time peace shall rather be. 
® and that our brethren shall lie scattered in the earth. I have rendered according to the construction of the Greek. 

d Ver. 5.—10 A. V.: that again. 11 where. 12a. The article is found in the Greek. 18 AL V.: first. 14 the 
time of that age (Gr.,kacpot rod ai@vos). I have received after oixodounOjcerat : cis magas Tas yeveds TOD al@vos oidoxony 
with ITI. (in the margin), III. 23. 55. 64. 71. Ald. Co. and the A. V. On the margin of the last it is remarked ; ‘¢ For ever 
is not found in the Roman copy.” There is little doubt that the corrector of IT. meant to read éevdoé, although he has 
‘omitted to dot the final letter in the alternative word (évddéws of the text. rec.). Fritzsche gives beta as the reading 
of II. by a corrector. The Codd. 44. 106. 248., with Co., have oiSoxouy évSogos. 4 


% C 5 15 A. V.: thereof. 
Vers. 6-9. — : A. V.: nations (Gr., révra ra 20m). The context seems to demand the above rendering. af INA VEIB 
So shall all nations (see preceding verse). 18 which. 


19 that those things .... shall (Qr., rdvrws éorat). It renders 
* A. V.: show thyself (G@r., yevod = mr). 


AID 


Nowe o} 


mévtws by ‘surely.’ 
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10 thee. And bury me decently, and thy mother with me; and? tarry no longer at 
Nineve. See,? my son, how Aman handled Achiacharus that brought him up, 
how out of light he brought him into darkness, and how he rewarded him; and 
God saved Achiacharus,® but the other had his reward, and he himself went down 4 
into darkness. Manasses gave alms, and escaped the snare of death which one ® 
set for him; but Aman fell into the snare, and perished. And now, my children,* 
see” what alms doeth, and how righteousness doth deliver. 
And while he was saying this,She gave up the ghost in the bed; and he was? 
a hundred and fifty-eight * years old; and he™ buried him honorably. And when 
Anna died,” he buried her with his father. But Tobias departed with his wife 
and his sons * to Ecbatana™ to Raguel his father-in-law. And he % became old 
with honor; and he buried his father and mother-in-law honorably, and he in- 
herited their substance, and his father Tobit’s. And he died at Ecbatana in 
Media, being a hundred and twenty-seven’® years old. And” before he died 
he heard of the destruction of Nineve, which was taken by Nabuchodonosor and 
Asuerus ;** and before his death he rejoiced over Nineve. 
Ver. 10.—1 A. V.: but. 2 Remember (Gr., ide). 8 again: yet Achiarchus was saved (kat ’Axidxapos péev eowOn, 


TH. 28. 55. 58. al. mult. Co. Ald.) 4 for he went down (Gr., cat adrds KatéBy). 5snares....they had. The Codd. 
23. 64., with Co. and Ald., have the plural émyfav for the sing. The proper name is written as "Adam in IL. 55. 106; 


ipl 


12 
13 


14 
15 


*Adau, in 44.; Acabin the Syr.; Nadab, in the Old Lat. 


Ver. 11.—® A. Y.: Wherefore now, my son (Jun., Nune ergo fili; mas8iov, 28. 55. 58. 64. 71. etc., with Co. Ald.). 


7 consider (Gr., tSere). 


8 When he had said these things. 
Codd. 44. 106. 55. give the number as fifty, instead of fifty-eight. 


§ being. 10 an hundred and eight and fifty. The 
11 In addition to III. 58. 74. 76. 248., cited by 


Fritzsche as authority for é@aev, II., the Greek Bible of 1597 (Frankfort), and Jun. may be mentioned. Fritzsche re- 


tains the plural form. 


Vers.-12, 15. —12 A. Y.: his mother was dead (Gr., dre awé@avev “Avva ; the addition is found in 71. 76. 236. 248. Co. 


Jun.). 13 and children. 14 Ecbatane. 
hundred and seven and twenty. 17 But (Jun., autem). 


15 Where he, etc. (Jun., Ubi consenuit honorate). 
18 Assuerus. ’Agoovnpos (Fritzsche says, ’Acovnpos, but this 


16 Hebatane....an 


is not the form given in Holmes and Parsons’ notes) in 28. 58. 64. 76, 248. Co. Ald. (text. rec., “Aavypos) ; III., ’Acovnpos. 


CHAPTER XIV. 


Vers. 1, 2. According to ver. 11 Tobit died 
at the age of one hundred eight and fifty, that 
is, ninety-two years after the restoration of his 
sight. The figures of the Vulgate are quite dif- 
ferent, according to which he became blind at 
fifty-six; was restored four years later, and died 
at one hundred and two. The impossibility of 
arriving at any satisfactory adjustment of the 
dates of the book, as they relate to the life of 
Tobit and his son, will appear from the great 
diversity that rules in the MSS. and old versions. 
For instance, the Old Latin, Hebrew of Fagius, 
and the Peshito, agree with Greek A. in giving 
Tobit’s fifty-eighth year as the time when he 
became blind ; while the codices 44. and 106. give 
fifty ; the Vulgate, fifty-six; Cod. Sinait., sixty- 
two; Cod. Alex., eighty-eight. His entire age is 
given by Greek A. as one hundred and fifty-eight ; 
by the Vulgate and the Peshito as one hundred 
and two; the Old Latin, Sinait., Arab., and one 
MS. of the Vulgate, as one hundred and twelve ; 
codd. 44. 106. 55., as one hundred and fifty. The 
period of blindness lasted, according to Greek 
A., eight years; the Peshito, seven; Vulgate, 
Old Latin, Sinait. (ii. 11.), four. He lived after 
_ this, according to the Vulgate, forty-two years; 
the Peshito, thirty-seven; and the Old Latin, 
fifty-four years. P 

Ver. 3.. ’Eyfpace, became old. The Attic 
form was éyhpava. —Take thy sons. According 


to Ilgen, Dereser, and others, Tobit had hitherto | p 


superintended the education of his grandchildren, 
and here turns over this duty to their father. 
But there is no sufficient ground for such a sup- 

osition either in the context or in the word Ade. 
IPhis word, in fact, plainly looks forward to the 
following treAde (cf. verse 12), and I have pointed 
accordingly. ay 








Ver. 4. This verse has given commentators 
much trouble, on account of the reference to 
Jonah. It is well known that God recalled, on 
account of the repentance of the Ninevites, the 
judgments which he had sent that prophet to pre- 
dict. The other texts omit this reference to the 
prophet. Ilgen and Grotius would substitute 
Naovu for "Iwvds. Cf. Nah. iii. 7; Zeph.ii. 13; and 
the translation of the Sinait. MS. which follows, 
ad loc. But there seems to be no good reason for 
this change. Tobit may well have thought that 
the evils against which Jonah had warned this 
heathen city had been delayed only for a time 
through their self-humiliation, and that it would 
certainly come in the future. Verse 4, éws Katpou 
.. +. péxpt xpévov. The writer may indeed have 
had a definite period in view, although the Greek 
obviously admits of a somewhat indefinite mean- 
ing (cf. Luke iv. 13; Acts xiii. 11, &ps kaupou ; 
and Eeclus. i. 23, 24). But it is more likely that 
he uses these expressions without knowing to 
what they referred. The translation of the A. V., 
“for a time,” is a fair rendering. — Our breth- 
ren, i.¢., the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. The 
“ood land” is of course Palestine. 

Ver. 5. Ka.ol, epochs, z.e., periods of time 
in the providence of God predetermined upon. 
— The places of their captivity. The A. V. 
has explained, rather ‘than translated, ex trav 
aixuadwoiav, from their captivities. The idea of 
lace is, however, undoubtedly involved in the 
plural, and we have suffered the rendering to 
stand. 

Ver. 9. &:AcAehuwy, merciful, a lover of mercy. 
A word which appears not to occur in this form 
elsewhere. 

Ver. 10. Eis Nwevf. On the use of this prep- 
osition for éy, see above, ix. 2; and cf. Winer, 
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p. 416, Buttmann, p. 333.— How Aman handled 
Achiacharus. Is the reference to the story of 
Haman and Mordecai in the Book of Esther? 
There are apparent reasons for the supposition, 
and it has been adopted by some critics. Both 
Achiacharus and Mordecai were “ keepers of the 
signet” to the monarch. Both were second in 
authority in the realm; the difference in name 
might be accounted for from the fact that more 
than one name of the same person was not un- 
common ; besides, there are several minor points 
of resemblance in the history. The discrepancy 
in dates, which would amount to more than a 
hundred years, might not be regarded as an in- 
superable objection, if the same fault in other 
parts of the present work is considered. But, on 
the other hand, these points of resemblance in the 
two histories seem more than counterbalanced by 
the differences. For instance, Mordecai gained 
his high station in Susa under a Persian mon- 
arch; Achiacharus in Nineveh, under Sacher- 
donus, 7.e., Esarhaddon. Again, according to 
the present account Achiacharus had brought up 
Aman, and there could hardly have existed such 
a relationship between the Mordecai and Haman 
of the Book of Esther. Sengelmann thinks it 
favorable to the former theory that the Manasses 
mentioned in this same verse is probably but the 
Jewish name for Achiacharus, and that this might 
be a corruption for Mordecai, the latter being 


called (37'219'2) Mw at Esth. x. 3, which might 


easily have been mistaken by acopyist for MWD. 
On the other hand, Ilgen supposes that ’Auwv was 
read for "Away by a copyist, and then Manasseh 
substituted for Achiacharus, in harmony with 2 
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Chron. xxxiii. 22, 25. Grotius would identify 
the Manasses here mentioned with the Nasbas of 
xi. 18, who, in his opinion, is identical with Achi- 
acharus. On the whole, there seems not to be 
sufficient data at hand to admit of a satisfactory 
conclusion. We should hardly be justified, how- 
ever, in regarding, with some critics, the passage 
as a later addition, or in supposing that the 
writer had the facts of the Book of Esther but 
imperfectly before him. 

Ver.15. And before he died he heard of the 
destruction of Nineve. It is well known that 
authorities differ respecting the exact date of the 
destruction of this city. According to the report of 
Abydenus and Syncellus (through Euseb., Chron., 
can. i. 9), it would appear that it took place at 
about the time when Nabopolassar ascended the 
throne of Babylon, B. c. 625. According to an- 
other reckoning found in Eusebius and Jerome, 
Nineveh fell in the year 606, or at latest 605 
(ef. Schrader, Keilinschrift., p. 231 £.). There is 
no obvious historical ground, if the first date be 
correct, for the statement that Nebuchadnezzar 
had personally anything to do with the capture 
of Nineveh. © He was still too young at this time. 
But his betrothal with the daughter of Cyaxares 
seems to have been one of the means adopted for 
strengthening the alliance between his father, Na- 
bopolassar, and the Median king, whereby the 
Assyrian monarchy was overthrown. It is impos- 
sible to say who is here meant by “ Asuerus,” as 
several different persons bear this name in Bibli- 
cal books, although it may haye been one of the: 
names of Cyaxares. This view is held by Rawlin- 
son. See his Herod., i. 523. 
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THE BOOK OF TOBIT! 


CHAPTER I. 


1 _Boox of the history of Tobith, the son of Tobiel, the son of Ananiel, the son of Adael, 

the son of Gabael, the son of Raphael, the son of Raguel of the seed of Asiel from the 
2 tribe of Nephthalim, who was carried away captive in the days of Enemessarus, the king 
of the Assyrians, from Thisbe, which is on the right of Cydis of Nephthalim, in Upper 
Galilee, above Asser, back of a road to the westward, on the left of Phogor. 

I, Tobith, walked in the ways of truth and in righteousness all the days of my life, and 
did many alms deeds to my brethren and to my nation, who had gone with me as captives 
into the land of the Assyrians, to Nineve. And while I was in my country, in the land of 
Israel, and while I was young, the whole of my father’s tribe, Nephthalim, fell away from 
the house of David, my father, and from the city of Jerusalem which was chosen from all 
the tribes of Israel that all the tribes of Israel might sacrifice [there]; and the temple of 
the habitation of God was sanctified and built in it for all future time. And as for all 
my brethren and the house of my father Nephthalim, they sacrificed to the calf which 

6 Jerobeam,? the king of Israel made at Dan [and]® on all mountains of Galilee. And I 
was accustomed to go, quite alone, often to Jerusalem on the feast days, according as it 
is prescribed for all Israel for a perpetual ordinance. With the first-fruits, and the first- 
born, and the tenth of the cattle, and the first shearings of the sheep I hastened to Jeru- 

7 salem and gave them to the priests, the sons of Aaron, for the altar. And the tenth of 
the grain, and the wine, and the oil, and of pomegranates, and the figs, and of the rest of 

8 the fruits of trees I gave to the sons of Levi, who minister in Jerusalem. And the second 
tenth I discharged in money from the six years, and went and consumed it, year by year, 
at Jerusalem, and I gave it® to the orphans, and the widows, and to proselytes who dwelt 
among the sons of Israel I appropriated it, and gave it to them in the third year, and we 
consumed it according to the reculation prescribed concerning these things in the law of 
Moses, and according to the precepts which Debbora, the mother of Ananiel, our father, 

9 had enjoined, for my father left me as an orphan when he died. And when I had grown 
to be a man I took a wife from the seed of our father’s house, and begot from her a 

10 son and called his name Tobias, after I was carried away captive into Assyria.6 And 
when as captive I came to Nineve, and all my brethren and they of my race ate of the 
11 bread of the heathen, I, on the other hand, kept myself so that I did not eat of the 
12, 13 bread of the heathen; and when I was mindful of my God with my whole soul, 
the Highest also gave me favor and a shapely figure in the sight of Enemessarus, 
14 and I purchased for him all things which he needed; and I went into Media and pur- 
chased for him from there till he died. And I deposited with Gabael, the brother of 
15 Gabri, in the land of Media, bags of silver amounting to ten talents. And when Ene- 
mesear died and Sennacherim his son reigned in his stead, the roads of Media also were 
16 unsettled, and I was no longer able to go into Media. And in the days of Enemessarus? 
17 I did many alms deeds to my brethren, to those who were of my race: my bread I 
was wont to give to the hungry, and clothing to the naked, and if I saw any one of my 
18 nation dead and cast behind the wall of Nineve, I buried him. And if the king, Sen- 
nacherim, had slain any when he came back as fugitive from Judea at the time of the 
judgment which the King of heaven had brought upon him on account of the blas- 
phemies which he had uttered, I buried them ; for many of the sons of Israel he slew in 
his rage, and I slipped their bodies off and buried them. And Sennacherim sought for 
19 them and found them not. And a certain one of the inhabitants of Nineve went and 


me oD 


Or 


1 I give here a translation of the so-called “‘ text B.”’ of the Book of Tobit, the same being for the most part that of 
the Sinaitic MS. (X.) and where that fails, of the Itala. I follow in all cases, unless a deviation is indicated, Fritzsche’s 
text, as found in his edition of the Apocrypha published in 1871. See Introduction to obit under “The Different 
Texts.’ 

2 The Greek spelling is followed. ’ : 

3 No xai is found in the Sinait. cod., but is inserted by Reusch on the authority of Latin MSS. 

4 édaravwr, Sin. ; ‘‘ é6(douv per errorem scripsit Fritzsche,” Reusch. See Tischendortf’s ed. of LXX. 

5 hv Sexaryv tpityv. Reusch, 

6 Dutgsche joins the last clause with the next verse. I have followed Reusch. 

7 The Greek is followed. See ver. 15. 
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informed the king of me, that I was the one who had secretly buried them, and when I 
was aware that the king knew of me, and that my life was sought, I was afraid and ran 
away. And I was robbed of all my possessions, and there was nothing left me which was 
not passed over to the royal treasury except Anna, my wife, and Tobias, my son. _And 
forty days passed not away before his two sons killed him and fled into the mountains of 
Ararat. And Sacherdonus, his son, succeeded him in the kingdom, and placed Achicha- 
rus, the son of Anael, my brother’s son, over the entire business of accounts of his king- 
dom, and he had power over the whole civil administration. Then Achicharus interceded 
for me and I returned to Nineve. For Achicharus was chief cupbearer and keeper of 
the signet, and comptroller, and accountant for Sennacherim, king of Assyria, and Sa- 
cherdonus gave him the position of second to himself. But he was my cousin, and of 
my kinsfolk. 


CHApter II. 


Awnp under king Sacherdonus I came back to my house, and there were returned to me 
my wife, Anna, and Tobias, my son; and at our feast of Pentecost, which is the holy 
feast of weeks, there was an excellent meal prepared for me. And when I sat down to 
the meal, and the table was spread for me, and many dishes served up for me,I said 
to Tobias, my son, My child, go and bring hither any poor man whatever whom thou 
mayest find of our brethren of the captivity in Nineve, who is mindful of the Lord with 
his whole heart, and he shall eat in common with me, and lo, I wait for thee, my child, 
until thou dost come. And Tobias went to seek some poor man of our brethren; and 
when he returned he said, Father! And I said to him, Behold I [listen], my child. And 
he answered and said, Father, behold one of our nation has been killed and east out in 
the market-place; just now he has been strangled there. And I sprang up and left 
my meal untasted and bore him away out of the street, and placed him inside one of the 
little buildings until the sun had set and I might bury him. On returning therefore, I 
washed myself and ate my bread in sadness, and called to mind the prophetical word 
which Amos uttered at Bethel, saying, Your feasts shall be turned into sorrow, and all 
your songs into lamentation ; and I wept. And when the sun had gone down I went out 
and dug a grave and buried him. And the neighbors derided me saying, Is he no longer 
afraid? For already his life has been sought for this very thing, and he ran away, and 
lo, he is burying the dead again. And on the same night I washed myself and went into 
my court and slept by the wall of the court, and my face was uncovered on account of 
the heat. And J knew not that little birds were in the wall above me, and their warm 
dung fell squarely } into my eyes and brought on leucoma. And I went to the physi- 
cians to be treated, and the more they plied me with their unguents the more blind my 
eyes became from the leucoma until my sight was wholly gone. And for four years I 
could not use my eyes. And all my brethren grieved on my account, and Achiacharus 
took care of me for two years, until he went into Elymais. And at.that time Anna, my 
wife, was engaged among womanly employments in working in wool, and returned it to 
her employers, and they gave her her pay. And on the seventh of Dystros? she cut off 
what was woven and sent it to the employers, and they gave her her pay all of it, and 
gave her for the family a young goat. And when she came home the kid began to bleat, 
and I called her and said, Whence is this kid? It hasn’t been stolen has it? Return it 
to its owners, for we have no right to eat anything stolen. And she said to me, It was 
given me as a present in addition to the pay. And I believed her not, and told her to re- 
store it to the owners; and I was indignant at her because of this. Then she retorted 
by saying, And where are thy alms? Where are thy righteous deeds? Behold thy 
matters are known. © 


CuHarrter III. 


AnD I grew very sad at heart and wept with sighs, and amid sighings began to pray 
Thou art righteous, O Lord, and all thy works are righteous, and all thy ways are mercy 
and truth; thou judgest the world. And so, O Lord, be thou mindful of me, and look 
upon me and take not vengeance on me for my sins and for my ignorances and those of 
my fathers. I sinned before thee, and turned a deaf ear to thy precepts, and thou cavest 
us to spoil and captivity and death, and to ridicule and babble and reproach among all 
the nations where thou didst scatter us. And now, thy just judgements are many in 
dealing with me for my sins, because we kept not thy precepts and walked not uprightly 
before thee. And now, according to thy pleasure deal with me, and order my spirit to be 
taken from me, that I may be released from the earth and become dust, since it were gain 
for me to die rather than to live: because I have heard false reproaches and I have much 


1 éxadioev. 2 Macedonian word for March, 
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sorrow. Q-Lord, command that I be freed from this distress ; discharge me into the ever- 
lasting place, and turn not away thy face from me, O Lord, for it were gain for me to die 
! rather than experience much distress in my life, and that I should not hear reproaches. 

2 7 On that day it happened to Sarra, the daughter of Raguel in Ecbatana of Media, that 
she also heard reproaches from one of the maids of her father, for the reason that she 
had been given in marriage to seven men and Asmodus, the evil demon, killed them be- 

8 fore they had been with her as the custom is [to be] with women. And the maid said 
to her, Thou art the one that killest thy husbands; behold already thou hast been 
9 wedded to seven men and wast not named after one of them. Why dost thon chastise us 
for thy husbands, because they died? Go thou with them, and let us see of thee neither 

10 son nor daughter for ever. On that day she was grieved to the soul and wept, and having 
gone up into the upper'room of her father she would have hanged herself; and again she 

" considered with herself and said, They might reproach my father and say to him, Thou 
hadst one beloved daughter and she escaped her misfortunes by hanging herself, and I 
bring my father’s old age with sorrow to Hades. It is better for me not to hang my- 
self, but to pray to the Lord that I may die, and no longer hear reproaches in my life. 

11 At this juncture she spread out her hands toward the window, and prayed, and said, 
Blessed art thou, O merciful God, and blessed is thy name for ever, and let all thy works 

12, 13 bless thee for ever. And now I have lifted up my face and my eyes unto thee. Com- 

14 mand that I be released from the earth, and that I no longer hear reproaches. Thou 

15 knowest, O Lord, that I am free from every impurity with a man, and that I have stained 
neither my name nor my father’s name in the land of my captivity. Iam an only child of 
my father and he has no other to be his heir, nor has he brother at hand, or relative, that 
I should keep myself for him as wife. Already my seven [husbands] have perished, 
and why should I live any longer? And if it seem not good to thee, O Lord, to kill me, 
look now upon my reproach. 

16,17 At this point the prayer of both of them was heard before the glory of God, and 
Raphael was sent to heal both : to relieve Tobith’s eyes of the leucoma in order that he 
might behold with his eyes the light of God, and as to Sarra the daughter of Raguel, to give 
her to Tobias, the son of Tobith, as wife, and set her free from the evil demon Asmo- 
dzus, because by inheritance she fell to Tobias rather than any of those who wished to 
marry her. At that point Tobith returned from the court into his house, and Sarra, the 
daughter of Raguel, she also descended from the upper room. 


CHapter IV. 


1 Ow that day Tobith bethought himself of the money which he had deposited with 
2 Gabaelus in Rages of Media; and he said in his heart, Behold, I have asked for death ; 
3 why not call Tobias, my son, and inform him of this money before I die? And he called 
his son Tobias, and he came to him; and he said to him, My child, when I die, bury me 
respectably; and honor thy mother, and leave her not all the days of her life; and do 

4 what is pleasing in her eyes, and grieve not her spirit in any single thing. Be mindful 
of her my child, because she experienced many dangers in her womb on thy account; 

5 and when she is dead, bury her beside me in one tomb. And all thy days, my child, 
remember the Lord, and do not choose to sin, and to transgress his precepts. Practice 

6 righteousness all the days of thy life, and walk not in the ways of unrighteousness. For 
7 those who practice truth will have prosperity in what they do. And to all who practice 
righteousness! give alms of thy substance, my son, and do not turn thy face away from 
any poor man, and so will it come to pass that the face of God will not be turned away 

8 from thee. According to thy ability, my son, give alms: if thou have abundance, give 
the more alms from it; if thou have little, from that little itself communicate; and be not 

9 anxious, my son, when thou givest alms. Thou wilt lay up for thyself a noble reward 
10 against the time of need; for alms free from death, and do not suffer one to come into 
bi 12 darkness. A good gift is an alms to all who bestow it, before the highest God. Keep 
thyself, my son, from all fornication. As wife take the nearest from the seed of thy 
parents, and marry no strange wife who is not of the tribe of thy parents. For we are 
ons of the prophets, who prophesied in truth in the former times. Noe prophesied in 
fe early days, and Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, our fathers from the beginning of 
the world. Call to mind, my son, how all these married wives of the race of their fathers, 
and were blessed in their sons; and the seed of their sons shall possess the heritage of the 

13 earth. And thou, my son, love thy brethren, and show not such proud spirit towards 
the daughters of the sons of thy people that thou wilt accept no one of them; for pride 

14 is destruction and great unsteadiness, and luxury is poverty and great impiety. Give his 


i i i i ich is i 1d Lat., and 
1 this verse to ver. 19 inclusive, Fritzsche has emended Cod, X., which is incomplete, from the 0: ’ 
has tee ihe whole text as there found. Reusch has supplied a text from the Alexandrine Codex. 
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wages the same day to every man who shall have worked for thee, and let not the wages 
of a man remain with thee; and thy wages shall not be diminished, if thou serve God in 
15 truth. Give heed to thyself, my son, in all thy works, and be wise in all thy utterances; 
and what thou hatest thyself, that do not to another. - Drink not wine to drunkenness, and 
16 let no iniquity whatever fasten itself upon thee in thy whole life. Give of thy bread to the 
hungry, and clothe the naked with thy garments. From thy abundance of every sort, 
17 my son, bestow alms; and let not thine eye look when thou givest an alms. Pour out 
18 thy wine and thy bread over the tombs of the just, and give it not to sinners. Seek 
19 counsel of a wise man, and do not despise it; for all counsel is useful. On every occasion 
bless God, and entreat of him that he direct thy ways and all thy paths, and that thy 
purposes may turn out well, for other nations have not a worthy purpose. Whom he 
will, he elevates; and whom he will he brings low, even down to the underworld.t And 
so, my child, be mindful of these precepts, and let them not be blotted out from thy heart. 
20 And now, my child, I inform thee that I entrusted ten talents of silver to Gabaelus, the 
brother of Gabri, at Rages in Media. And fear not, my child, because we have become 
impoverished. Thou hast many good things, if thou fearest God, and fleest every sin, 
and dost practice what is good before the Lord thy God. 





CHAPTER Y. 


1 Tuen Tobias answered and said to Tobith, his father: All things which thou hast 
2 enjoined upon me I will do, father; but how can I receive it from him, when he 
neither knows me, nor J him? What token can I give him that he may recognize me 
and have confidence in me so as to give me the money? And the roads into Media —I 

3 do not know the way of getting there. Then Tobith answered and said to Tobias, his 
son, His written obligation he gave me, and I gave a written obligation to him; and I 
divided it into two parts, and we took each a piece, and I laid it along with the money. 
And now, behold, twenty years are gone since I deposited this money. And so, my child, 
seek for thyself a trusty man who shall go with thee, whom we will pay after thou 
4 hast returned, and get from him this money. And Tobias went out to seek a man who 
should go with him into Media, one acquainted with the way; and when he went out 
he found Raphael, the angel, standing before him, and he knew not that he was an angel 

5 of God. And he said to him, Whence art thou, young man? And he said to him, From 
the sons of Israel, thy brethren, and I have come hither to get employment. And he 

6 said to him, Dost thou know the way to go into Media? And he said to him, Oh, yes! 
I have been there many times, and have experience, and am acquainted with all the 
roads. I have often gone into Media, and lodged with Gabaelus, our brother, who 
lives at Rages in Media; and it is a definite journey of two days from Ecbatana to 

7 Rages ; for it lies in the mountain, Ecbatana in the midst of the plain. And he said to 
him, Wait for me, young man, until I go in and inform my father; for I have need of thee 

8 to go with me, and I will give thee thy wages. And he said to him, Behold, I wait; 
only do not stay long. And Tobias went in, and informed Tobith, his father, and said 
to him, Lo, I have found a man from our brethren, of the sons of Israel. And he said to 
him, Call the man to me, that I may learn of what race he is, and of what tribe, and 

9 whether he is sufficiently trusty to go with thee, my child. And Tobias went out and 
called him, and said to him, Young man, my father would see thee. And he went in to 
him, and Tobith greeted him first. And he said to him, Much joy be unto thee! And 
Tobith answered and said to him, What joy remains tome more? I am even one who 
has no use of his eyes, and see not the light of heaven, but sit in darkness as the dead 
who no more see the light; I am alive among the dead; I hear the voice of men, and see 
them not. And he said to him, Be of good courage: to heal thee is near with God; be 
of good courage. And Tobith said to him, Tobias, my son, wishes to go into Media, if 
thou canst be his companion and guide; and I will give thee thy wages, my brother. 
And he said to him, I shall be able to go with him, and I know all the ways; and I have 
often been going into Media, and passed through all its plains and mountains, and I am 
10 acquainted with all its roads: And he said'to him, My brother, of what family art thou, 
11 and of what tribe? Show me, my brother. And he replied, What use hast thou for a 
tribe? And he said to him, I desire to know truthfully, brother, whose son thou art,'and 
12 what thy name is. And he answered him, I am Azarias, son of the great Ananias, of thy 
13 brethren. And he said to him, Health and safety to you, my brother; and be not vexed 
at me, brother, that I wished to know the truth and thy father’s house. Thou also art a 
brother of ours, and of an excellent and good race. I was acquainted with Ananias and 


1 yore Cod. Hates hated 7 and 19, omitting what intervenes between the words rovodow Sixaroovymy of the 
one, and dower Kupios avtots BovAny ayaéyy of the other; but with the exception of the latter words, whi 
found in it, the Old Latin sufficiently well restores the sense, Pout chad 


THE BOOK OF TOBIT. 151 


ee ee ee ee eee ee a eee 


14 


15 


16 


17 
18 
£9 
20 


21 


co CO 


10 


11 


12 


13 


Nathan, the. two sons of the great Semelias, and they went with me to Jerusalem, and 
worshipped with me there, and they did not go astray. Thy brethren were good men, 
of a good stock art thou, and I bid thee welcome. He also said to him, I will give thee 
as wages a drachma a day and the things thou mayest need, just as to my son; and 
do thou go with my son, and I will add somewhat to thy wages. And he said to him, I 
will go with him. And be without anxiety : we shall go away in health, and in health shall 
we return to you, for the road is safe. And he said to him, A blessing be upon thee, my 
brother! And he called his son, and said to him, My child, get ready the things neces- 
sary for the journey, and go along with thy brother; and the God who is in heaven 
preserve you [to get] there, and bring you back to me safe and sound; and may his angel 
attend you with safety, my child! ‘ 

And he went forth to go his way, and kissed his father and mother; and Tobith said 
to kim, A safe journey! And his mother wept, and said to Tobith, Why hast thou sent 
away my child? Is not he the staff of our hand, and does he not go in and out be- 
fore us? Add not money to money, but let it be as refuse in comparison with [or, as a 
ransom for] our son. As we receive enough from the Lord to live, let this suffice us. 
And he replied to her, Be not anxious: our child will go in health, and in health will he 
return tous. And thy eyes shall see him on the day on which he will return to thee in 
health. Be not anxious; fear not for them, my sister; for a good angel will attend him, 
and his way shall be prospered, and he shall-return safe and sound. And she ceased 
crying. 


CHAPTER VI. 


Anp the young man departed, and the angel with him; the dog, too, went out with 
him, and accompanied them on the journey; and as they travelled together the first night 
came upon them, and they spent it at the river Tigris. And the young man went down 
to the river Tigris to bathe his feet; and a huge fish leaped out of the water, and would 
have swallowed the foot of the young man. And when he cried out, the angel said to 
the young man, Lay hold and get possession of the fish. And the young man mastered 
the fish, and drew it up upon the land. And the angel said to him, Divide the fish, and 
take out its gall and heart and liver, and lay them up by thee, and throw away the insides; 
for its gall and heart and liver are good as medicine. And the young man divided the 
fish, and collected together the gall and the heart and the liver; and some of the fish he 
broiled and ate, and left over a part of it, which he salted. And they journeyed both 
together until they drew near to Media. And then the young man spoke to the angel, 
and asked him, Brother Azarias, what are the medicinal qualities in the heart and the 
liver of the fish and in the gall? And he answered him, The heart and the liver of the 
fish, — make a smoke with them before a man or a woman who is attacked by a demon 
or evil spirit, and every attack will cease from him, and they will not continue with him 
any more for ever. And the gall is to anoint a man’s eyes with who has leucoma on 
them. Blow it in upon the white spots that are on them, and they will get well. And 
when he had come into Media, and already approached Ecbatana, Raphael said to the 
young man, Brother Tobias! And he said, Behold, I [listen]! And he said to him, 
In the house of Raguel must we lodge this night; and the man is of thy kin, and has a 
daughter whose name is Sarra; and he has no son? or daughter, with the sole excep- 
tion of Sarra; and thou art her next of kin, to whom she falls by inheritance rather 
than to any other man, and thou hast the right to inherit her father’s substance. And 
the maiden is intelligent and courageous and very beautiful, and her father is a noble 
man. He also said: Thou hast the right to marry her; and listen to me, my brother, 
and I will talk this night with her father concerning the maiden that we may get her for 
thee as bride, and when we return from Rages we will celebrate the wedding with her; 
and I know that Raguel cannot withhold her from thee, or betroth her to another, without 
exposing himself to death according to the ordinance of the book of Moses; and because 
of the knowledge that the inheritance is thine, it is fitting that thou, rather than any 
other man, shouldest marry his daughter. And now listen to me, my brother, and let 
us this night speak about the maiden, and ask her in marriage for thee; and, when we 
return from Rages, we will take her, and lead her away with us to thy house. Then 


‘Tobias answered and said to Raphael, Brother Azarias, I have heard that she has 


14 


15 


already been given to seven men, and they died in their bridal chamber; the night 
when they entered in unto her they also died.2 And I have heard it said that a demon 
killed them. And now I am afraid, because, while he does not injure her, he kills him 
who has a mind to come near to her. Iam my father’s only child, [I am afraid] lest I 
die and bring down the life of my father and my mother, with grief on my account, to 
their grave; and they have no other son to bury them. And he said to him, Dost 


1 The Greek is vibs aponv. 2 The last clause is omitted by Reusch, following the best Latin MSS. 
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thou not recall the injunctions of thy father, that he bade thee marry a wife from the 
house of thy father? And so hear me, my brother, and be not anxious about this 
demon, and take her. And I know that this night she shall be given thee as wife. And 
when thou enterest into the marriage chamber, take some of the liver of the fish, and the 
heart, and place it on the ashes of the incense, and the smoke will issue from it; and the 
demon will smell it, and will flee away, and no more appear in her neighborhood for ever. 
And when thou art about to have connection with her, rise up first, both of you, and 
pray and entreat the Lord of heaven that mercy and salvation may come upon you. And 
fear not; for she has been apportioned to thee from eternity, and thou wilt save her, and 
she will go with thee; and I suppose that thou wilt have children from her, and they 
will be to thee as brothers ; have no anxiety. And when Tobias heard the words of 
Raphael, and that she was his sister, from the seed of his father’s house, he loved her 
very much, and his heart cleaved to her. 


CHartTer VII. © 


Anp when he arrived at Ecbatana, he said to him, Brother Azarias, take me a direct 
course to Raguel, our brother. And he took him to the house of Raguelus, and they found 
him sitting by the door of the court, and they saluted him first; and he said to them, 
Many welcomes, my brethren! And I hope you come in the best of health! And he led 
them into his house; and he said to Edna, his wife, How like is this young man to 
Tobith, my brother! And Edna asked them and said to them, Whence are you, my 
brethren? And they replied to her, We are of the sons of Nephthalim, of the captivity 
at Nineve. And she said to them, Do you know Tobith, our brother? And they ~ 
answered her, We know him. And she said to them, Is he well? And they replied to her. 
He is alive and well. And Tobias said, He is my father. And Raguel sprang up, and 
kissed him tenderly, and wept. And blessing him he said, A blessing be upon thee, my 
child, who art the son of a noble and good man! O the wretched misfortune, that a 
righteous man and a giver of alms should become blind! And falling on the neck of 
Tobias, his brother, he wept. And Edna his wife wept for him; and Sarra, their 
daughter, she also wept. And he slaughtered a ram from the flock, and entertained 
them heartily; and, after they had bathed and washed and sat down to eat, Tobias 
said to Raphael, Brother Azarias, Speak to Raguel that he give me Sarra, my sis- 
ter? And Raguel heard the remark, and said to the young man, Eat and drink and 
be merry this night; for there is no man who can properly marry my daughter, Sarra, 
except thyself, my brother. And moreover, likewise, I have no power to give her to any 
other man, except thyself, because thou art my next of kin. And [yet] verily I will 
make known to thee the truth, my child. I have given her to seven men of our brethren, 
and they all died the night when they entered in to her. And now, my child, eat and 
drink, and the Lord will show you mercy. And Tobias said, I will not eat here at all, nor 
drink at all, until thou hast arranged these matters with me. And Raguel said to him, 
I will do it, and she shall be given thee, according to the ordinance of the book of Moses ; 
and it has been fixed in heaven that she is to be given to thee. Receive thy sister. 
From now on thou art her brother, and she is thy sister; from to-day and for ever she is 
made over to thee. And the Lord of heaven prosper you, my child; this night, also, 
may he bestow upon you mercy and peace. And Raguel called his daughter, Sarra, and 
she came to him; and, taking ‘her hand, he gave her away to him, and said, Receive her 
according to the law, and according to the ordinance written in the book of Moses that 
she is given thee as thy wife, and keep her, and lead her away to thy father in health, 
and the God of heaven give you prosperity and peace. And he called her mother, and 
bade her bring paper; and he wrote a certificate of marriage, and that he gave her away 
to him as wife according to the ordinance of the law of Moses. After that they began 
to eat and to drink. And Raguel called Edna, his wife, and said to her, Sister, make 
ready the other sleeping-room, and lead her in there. And she went into the sleeping- 
room, and put the couch in readiness, as he had bidden her, and led her in there, and 
wept over her; and, when she had wiped away the tears, she said to her, Be of good 
cheer, my daughter; the Lord of heaven give thee joy for thy sorrow; be of good cheer, 
my daughter. And she departed. 


CuarTer VIII. 
Anp when they were through with eating and drinking, they wished to go to sleep, 


and they led away the young man and conducted him into. the sleeping-room. And 
Tobias recalled the words of Raphael, and he took the liver and the heart of the fish out 
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of the little-sack where he had kept them and laid them on the ashes of the incense. 
And the odor of the fish was a check to the demon and he ran away into the upper parts 
of Egypt, and Raphael went and fettered him there and bound him forthwith.! And they 
went out and shut the door of the sleeping-room. And Tobias arose from the couch and 
said to her, Sister, rise up, let us pray and entreat our Lord that he will bestow upon us 
mercy and deliverance. And she rose up, and they began to pray and entreat that they 
might find deliverance; and he began, saying, Blessed art thou, O God of our fathers, 
and blessed is thy name for ever; let the heavens bless thee, and thy whole creation for 
ever. Thou didst make Adam and madest for him a helpful support, Eva, his wife, and 
from both sprang the race of men. And thou didst say, It is not good for'man to be alone, 
let us make for him a helper like himself. And now, I take not this my sister for the sake 
of lust, but in truth. Command that mercy be shown me and her, and that we become old 
together. And they said with one another, Amen. And they slept through the night. 
And Raguel rose up and called his servants with him, and they went and dug a grave; 
for he said, He may perhaps have died and we become a laughing-stock and reproach. 
And when they were through digging the grave, Raguel went into the house and called his 
wife and said, Send one of the maids and let her go in and see if he is alive; and if dead, 
that we may bury him, so that no man know it. And they sent the maid, and lighted 
the lamp and opened the door; and she went in and found them at rest and asleep to- 
gether. And the maid came out and told them that he was alive and that there was no 
trouble. And they blessed the God of Heaven and said, Blessed art thou, O God, with 
all pure blessing; let them bless thee for ever; and blessed art thou that thou hast made 
me glad, and it has not happened as I suspected, but thou hast dealt with us according 
to thy great mercy.. And blessed art thou that thou didst pity two only-begotten 
children. Grant them, O Lord, mercy and salvation, and bring their life to a close with 
joy and mercy. Then he ordered his servants to fill up the grave before the dawn should 
appear. And he bade his wife make much bread. And going out to the herd he brought 
two bullocks and four rams and ordered that they should be made ready, and they began 
to prepare them. And he ealled Tobias and said to him, Under fourteen days thou 
shalt not stir a step from here, but remain in this place eating and drinking with me and 
making glad the soul of my daughter, that is cast down. And of my entire property take 
hence half and go in health to thy father, and the other half is yours when I and my wife 
are dead. Be of good cheer, my child, I am thy father and Edna thy mother. And we 
are with thee and thy sister from this time forth for ever ; be of good cheer, my child ! 


CHAPTER IX. 


2 TueEn Tobias called Raphael and said to him, Brother Azarias, take with thee four ser- 
vants and two camels, and go to Rages and visit Gabaelus, and give him the written obliga- 
tion and get the money and bring him with thee to the wedding. For thou knowest that 
my father will be counting the days, and if I delay a single day I shall grieve him sorely. 
And thou seest how Raguel has sworn, and I cannot disregard his oath. And Raphael, 
with the four servants and two camels, went to Rages of Media and stayed over night 
with Gabaelus ; and he delivered to him his written obligation and told him about Tobias, 
the son of Tobith, that he had married a wife and that he invited him to the wedding. 
And he rose up and counted out to him the little sacks with their seals and they laid them 
together. And they arose early in the morning together, and started out for the wedding; 
and they came into the house of Raguel and found Tobias reclining at table. And he 
sprang up and embraced him, and wept and blessed him and said to him, A noble and 

ood man, son of one noble and good, righteous and merciful, art thou; may the Lord give 
thee and thy wife heaven’s blessing, and to thy father and the mother of thy wife. Blessed 
be God that I have seen Tobias, my cousin, a picture of him.? 


CHAPTER X. 


Burt Tobith reckoned day by day the number of days it would require for him to go 


2*and to return. And when the days came to an end and his son did not appear, he 


id, Has he perhaps been detained there? Or is Gabael possibly dead and no one de- 
FD keas to a es wictivy? And he began to be sorrowful. And Anna, his wife, said, 
My son has perished and is no more among the living. And she began to weep and la- 
ment for her son, and said, Woe to me, my child, that I let you go away, the light of my 
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6 eyes! And Tobith said to her, Be silent, have no anxiety, sister! He is well, and they 
have been finely entertained there; and the man who went with him is trusty, and is one 
of our brethren. Grieve not on his account, my sister. He will be here right away. 

7 And she said to him, Do not talk to me, and deceive me not; my child has perished.. And 
she rushed out and day by day looked round about on the road which her son went, and 
trusted to nobody;} and when the sun went down she returned home and lamented 
and wept the whole night and had no sleep. And when the fourteen days of the wedding 

8 were over which Raguel had sworn to observe for his daughter, Tobias went to him and 
said, Send me away, for I know that my father and mother do not believe that they shall 
see me again; and nowI beg thee, father, to send me away that I may go to my father — 

9 Ihave already told you in what state I left him. And Raguel said to Tobias, Stay, my 
child, stay with me, and I will send messengers to thy father Tobith, and they shall in- 

10 form him concerning thee. And he said to him, By no means, I pray you permit me to 

11 go hence to my father. And Raguel rose up and delivered to Tobias Sarra, his wife, and 
half of all his possessions, menservants and maidservants, cattle and sheep, asses and 

12 camels, clothing, and money, and vessels, and he sent them away in health, and em- 
braced him and said to him, Farewell, my child, in health go hence; the Lord of heaven 
prosper you and Sarra thy wife and may I see from you children before I die. And he 
said to Sarra, his daughter, Go to thy father-in-law, for from this time forth they are thy 
parents as those who have begotten thee; go in peace, my daughter; may I hear good 
of thee as long as I live. And embracing them he let them go. And Edna said to Tobias, 
My child and beloved brother, may the Lord bring thee back and may I see thy children 
while I live and those of Sarra my daughter before I die. Before the Lord I give over my 
daughter to thee in trust; grieve her not all the days of thy life. Go, dear child, in peace, 
from henceforth I am thy mother and Sarra thy sister. And may we all be prospered in 
the same thing all the days of our life. And she tenderly kissed them both and sent them 

13 away in health. And Tobias went away from Raguel hale and happy and blesssing the 
Lord of heaven and earth, the King of all, that he had given him a prosperous journey; 
and eH (Raphael?] said to him, May it be granted thee ? to honor them all the days of 
their life. 


CHAPTER XI. 


1,2 Anp when they drew near to Caserin,* which is over against Nineve, Raphael said, 
3 Thou knowest how we left thy father; let us hasten on in advance of thy wife and get the 
4 house ready while they are on the way. And they went on both together; and he said to 
him, Take in thy hand the gall. And the dog went along with them, behind him and 

5, 6 Tobias. And Anna sat looking around over her son’s road. And she espied him 
coming and said to his father, Lo, thy son is coming and the man who went with him. 

7 And Raphael said to Tobias before he got near his father, I know that his eyes will be 
- 8 opened ; rub the gall of the fish into his eyes and the medicine will make them shrink 
up and the leucoma will peel off from his eyes and thy father will see again and behold 

9 the light. And Anna ran up and fell on her son’s neck and said to him, I have seen 
10 thee, my child, henceforth I am ready to die. And she wept. And Tobith rose up and 
stumbled with his feet, and he went out to the door of the court. And Tobias advanced to 

11 him, and the gall of the fish was in his hand; and he blew it into his eyes and took hold of 
12 him and said, Be of good courage, father. And he applied the medicine to him once 
13 and again; and with both his hands he peeled off [the substance] from the corners of his 
14 eyes; and he fell on his neck and wept, and said to him, I have seen thee my child, the light 
of my eyes! And he said, Blessed be God, and blessed his great name, and blessed be all 

15 his holy angels. May his great name be upon us and all the angels be blessed for ever, for 
he chastised me and behold, I see Tobias, my son. And Tobias went in rejoicing and 
blessing God with his whole mouth; and Tobias told his father that his journey had been 
prospered and that he had brought the money and how he had married Sarra, the daughter 

of Raguel, and, Behold she is at hand and is in the neighborhood of the gate of Nineve. 

16 And Tobith went out to meet his daughter-in-law, rejoicing and blessing God, to the 
gate of Nineve. And the inhabitants of Nineve, as they saw him going, and walking alone 

17 in his full strength and led by the hand of none, wondered. And ‘Tobith acknowledoed 
before them that God had had mercy on him and that he had opened his eyes. And Tobith 
drew near to Sarra, the wife of Tobias his son, and blessed her and said to her, Welcome, 
daughter, and blessed be thy God who has brought thee to us, daughter, and blessed is thy 
father, and blessed is Tobias my son, and blessed art thou, my daughter. Enter into thy 
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house in health, in blessing and joy enter in, my daughter. On this day there came joy 
to all the J ews who were in Nineve. And Achicar and Nabad, his cousins, were present 
to rejoice with Tobith. 


CHAPTER XII. 


AND when the wedding was over Tobith called his son, Tobias, and said to him, My 
child, see that thou givest his wages to the man who went with thee and give him more 
than the wages. And he said to him, Father, how much as wages shall I give him? I 
shall not be harmed if I give him half of the property which he brought here with me; 
he has guided me prosperously, and my wife he has cured, and the money he has brought 
in my company, and has healed thee : how much additional as wages shall I give him? 
And Tobith said to him, It is right for him, my child, to receive half of all that he brought. 
And he called him and said, Take half of all that thou didst bring as thy wages, ‘and 
go in health. Then he called the two aside and said to them, Bless God and acknowl- 
edge him before all the living for the good things he has done in your case that you 
might bless and praise his name; declare the works of God to all men with honor and 
be not slow to acknowledge him ; to conceal a secret of a king is well, but to acknowledge 
the works of God and reveal them [is also well]; and [so] acknowledge him with honor.t 
Practice the good and evilshall not find you. Prayer is good with truth, and alms with 
righteousness better than wealth with unrighteousness ; better is it to give alms than hoard 
up money. Almsgiving delivers from death and it cleanses from every sin; those who 
give alms shall be filled with life; those who practice sin and unrighteousness are enemies 
of their own souls. I will make known to you the whole truth and conceal from you 
nothing. Already I have shown you and said, A secret of aking it is well to conceal, 
and to reveal with praise the works of God. And now, when thou and Sarra didst pray I 
brought the memorial of your prayer before the glory of the Lord, and when thou didst bury 
the dead bodies likewise, and when thou didst not delay to rise up and leave thy meal and 
go and bury the corpse, then I was sent to thee to prove thee and at the same time God 


15 sent me to heal thee and Sarra thy daughter-in-law.? I am Raphael, one of the seven an- 
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gels who stand in waiting, and go in before the glory of the Lord. And the two were in 
consternation and fell down on their faces and were afraid. And he said to them, Fear not; 
peace be to you! Bless God for ever. I, when I was with you, was not with you by my 
favor but by the will of God, bless him for ever; praise him. And you observed me that 
I ate nothing, but it was a vision you saw. And now bless the Lord on earth and acknow!l- 
edge God. Behold I ascend up to him that sent me ; record all that which has happened to 
22 you. And he ascended. And they arose and could see him no more. And they 
blessed and praised God and gave him thanks for all these his great works, that an angel 
of God had appeared to them. 


CuHaPptTerR XIII. 


2  Awnp he said, Blessed be God who lives for ever and blessed be his kingdom, for he 
chastises and shows mercy, he leads down to Hades, in the lowest part of the earth and 
he brings up from the great destruction and there is nothing which shall escape his hand. 
4 Confess him, ye sons of Israel, before the nations, for he scattered you among them, and 
there he showed you his greatness; and exalt him in the sight of everything that lives, since 
he is our Lord and he is our God and he is our Father and he is God for ever. He will 
chastise you for your unrighteousness and will have mercy on you all out of all peoples 
among whom you may have been anywhither scattered. When you turn to him with your 
whole heart and your whole soul to practice truth before him then will he turn to you and 
will no longer hide his face from you. And now observe what he has done with you, and 
confess him with thy whole mouth and bless the Lord of righteousness and exalt the eternal 
King.4 And again, thy tabernacle shall be set up in thee with joy, [and he will turn] to make 
elad in thee all the captives and to love in thee all the wretched even for ever. A clear 
light shall shine to all the ends of the earth; many nations shall come to thee from far and 
dwellers in the uttermost parts of the earth to thy holy name, yea having their gifts in their 
hands. To the King of heaven generations of generations shall give praise in thee and [carry ? 
the] name of the chosen one to eternity.’ Cursed shall be all they who speak a harsh 
word, cursed shall be all they who destroy thee and cast down thy walls, and all who 
overturn thy towers and set fire to thy dwellings, and blessed shall be for ever those who 
fear ® thee. Then go? and rejoice before the sons of the just, for all shall be gathered 


1 Reuss has emended to: ra 8 épya Tov Gcod eLouoroyetabar évriwos, omitting kat dvaxadvmretv, Kat eEomodoyciode. 
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are they that shall rejoice over thy peace, and happy are all the men who shall grieve 
for thee on account of thy chastisements, for they shall have joy in thee and shall see all thy 
16 joy for.ever. My soul blesses the Lord, the great King, for in the city of ! Jerusalem 
shall be built his house for ever. Happy shall I be if the remnant of my seed survive 
to behold thy glory, and. to give thanks to the King of heaven. And the gates of Jeru- 
salem shall be built with sapphire and emerald, and all thy walls with precious stone ; 
the towers of Jerusalem shall be built with gold and their bulwarks with pure gold ; the 


broadways of Jerusalem shall be paved with carbuncle and stone of Suphir. And the 


gates of Jerusalem shall utter songs of praise and all her dwellings say, Alleluia, blessed be 
the God of Israel. And blessed ones shall bless the holy name for ever and aye. 


CuapTer XIV. 


Anp the words of Tobith’s thanksgiving were ended, and he died in peace, one 
hundred and twelve years old, and was buried with honor in Nineve. And he was 
sixty-two years old when he became blind; and after he saw again he lived in good 
circumstances, and practiced almsgiving. And still more he praised God, and confessed 
his greatness. And when he was dying he called Tobias, his son, and charged him, 
saying, My son, take away thy children, and hasten into Media, for I believe the word 
of God against Nineve which Nahum uttered: that all things shall be and shall come upon 
Assur and Nineve; and what the prophets of Israel have spoken, whom God sent, all will 
come to pass, and nothing at all will fail from all the predictions; yea, all will take 
place in their time; and in Media there will be safety, rather than in Assyria and in 
Babylon. [Go] for I know and am assured that all things which God has spoken will be 
fulfilled and will be, and not one word of his utterances fail. And our brethren who 
dwell in the land of Israel will all be scattered, and carried away captive from the good 
land, and the whole land of Israel will be desolate, and Samaria and Jerusalem will be 
desolate, and God’s house in it will also be burned until its time. And again God will 
have mercy on them, and God will return them to the land of Israel; and again they will 
build the house, yet not as the first, until the time when the period of the epochs has 
been fulfilled. And afterwards all will return from their captivity, and will build Jerusalem 
gloriously, and the house of God will be built in it, according as the prophets of Israel 
have spoken concerning her. And all the nations which are in the whole earth will turn, 
and fear God truly, and all will forsake their idols, which seduced them to their false 
ways, and will bless the eternal God in righteousness. All the sons of Israel who are 
saved in those days, remembering God in truth, will be gathered together, and will 
come to Jerusalem, and dwell for ever in the land of Abraam in safety, and it will be 
given over to them; and they that love God in truth will rejoice, and they that practice 
sin and unrighteousness will cease from the whole land. And so, my children, I enjoin it 
upon you: serve God in truth, and do that which is pleasing in his sight, and enjoin it upon 
your children to practice righteousness and almsgiving, and that they be mindful of God, 
and praise his name at every opportunity in truth, and with their whole strength. And 
now, my child, do thou go away from Nineve, and remain not here. On the very day on 
which thou shalt bury thy mother by my side, stay not over night in her borders; for I see 
that there is much unrighteousness in her, and much guile comes to fruit in her, and they 
are not ashamed. Behold, my child, what Nadab did to Achicarus, who brought him up: 
was he not brought down alive into the earth? And God paid back the dishonor to his 
face; and Achicarus came out into the light, while Nadab went into the eternal darkness, 
because he sought to kill Achicarus. Because he practiced almsgiving in my case he 
escaped the snare of death which Nadab laid for him; and Nadab fell into the snare of 
death, and it destroyed him. And now, my children, see what almsgiving does; and what 
unrighteousness does — that it kills. And, behold, my spirit is departing. And they laid 
him on the bed, and he died, and was buried with honor. And when his mother died 
Tobias buried her by his father, and he and his wife went away into Media, and dwelt 
in Ecbatana with Raguelus, his father-in-law; and he cherished them honorably in their 
old age. And he buried them in Ecbatana, of Media, and inherited the house of Raguelus 
and that of Tobith, his father. And he died with honor when he was one hundred and 
seventeen years old; and he saw, before his death, and heard of the destruction of 
Nineve; and he saw her captives led to Media, whom Asuerus,? the king of Media, led 
captive. And he blessed God in all which he did to the sons of Nineve and Assur, and 
he rejoiced before his death over Nineve; and he blessed the Lord, who is God for ever 
and ever. Amen! 


..1 Reusch has adopted wadw for ty} rode of the Sin. 
2 Reusch has ’Axvdyapos, which is the original reading of X.; Old Lat., Achicar. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


THE Book of Judith, which Luther for some reason not yet explained places at the begin- 
ning of the apocryphal books in his translation of the Bible, in the English Bible comes fourth 
in order, being preceded by 1 and 2°Esdras and Tobit. Its contents are, in brief, as fol- 
lows: An Assyrian king, called Nabuchodonosor, residing at Nineveh, was carrying on, in 
the twelfth year of his reign, a war against a certain Median king named Arphaxad. After 
five years of conflict, the latter was defeated and slain, and his capital, Ecbatana, destroyed. 
In this war the neighboring peoples had allied themselves to the one side or the other, as 
their own prejudices or interests dictated. The war being over, and his victory having beem 
duly celebrated by Nabuchodonosor, he determined to take vengeance on such nations, in-~ 
cluding the Jews, as had refused to become his allies against Arphaxad. 

Operations against the latter people were undertaken by Olophernes, the general of Nabu~ 
chodonosor, at first in connection with a certain fortified place called Betulua, situated some~ 
where in the mountains of Judah. He laid siege to the place, and after a period of thirty~ 
four days had brought the inhabitants into a condition of the deepest distress. They despaired 
of deliverance, and, with the hope of saving at least their lives, wished to surrender to. the 
Assyrians. Ozias, however, one of the ‘‘ governors’’ of the city, counseled delay for: five 
days longer, expressing the hope that within this time Jehovah would in some way interpose 
for their deliverance. At this point Judith, a rich, pious, and beautiful widow, presents. 
herself before the elders of the city and declares her readiness to engage in an enterprise for 
the rescue of her people, but is unwilling to communicate the details of her plan. She is 
allowed.to go forth on her perilous undertaking, and reaches in safety the Assyrian camp, 
attended only by-a single maid. Here, after three days, she succeeds in so far winning the 
confidence of Olophernes and his officers that she is allowed to remain alone in the former’s 
tent while he is in a state of beastly intoxication. With his own sword she sunders the head 
of this redoubtable general from his body, and under cover of the darkness makes good her: 
escape with the bloody trophy. Arrived in Betulua, she advises that the head of Olophernes 
be suspended over the walls, and that a feint of attacking the Assyrians be made at the break 
of day. Her counsel being followed, the Assyrians are utterly routed and are pursued by the 
Jews as far as Damascus. Thirty days are consumed in plundering the Assyrian camp, after 
which great honors are paid to Judith by the high priest and the entire nation. She dies at 
the age of one hundred and four years, and is publicly lamented for seven days. During her 
lifetime, subsequent to the defeat of the Assyrians, and for a long period after her death, 


ae Is the Book a History or a Romance? 
With the exception of Wolf and Von Gumpach, those who in modern times defend the 
story of Judith as a veritable history are found almost exclusively within the bounds of the 
Roman Catholic church. How serious a task these persons have taken upon themselves, and 
how far short they have come of its successful execution, we shall endeavor to show. It is 
seen, in the first place, in the widely divergent theories proposed by them in accounting for 
the origin of the work. Some would assign the events narrated to a period just previous to 
the Babylonian captivity, others, with equal assurance, to that just after the return, while by 
still others they have been located in almost every subsequent century down to the time of 
Christ. Naturally, the difficulty of disposing of Nabuchodonosor is one of the ereatest, and 
there is scarcely an Assyrian, a Babylonian, Persian, or Seleucian king with whom, at one 
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time or another, he has not been identified, — Cambyses, Xerxes, Esarhaddon, Kiniladen, Me- 
rodach Baladan, among them. There is a like want of unanimity among its defenders respect- 
ing the euthoe tie of the work. Some maintain that it was Judith herself. Others fix 
upon Joacim, the high priest. Wolf will have it that it was no other than Achior thé Am- 
monite. 

The geographical problems which the remarkable campaign of Olophernes force upon the 
careful reader are no less productive of differences of opinion among the supporters of the 
credibility of the history. No one seems able to trace this general’s line of march in a man- 
ner satisfactory to his co-laborers. Such a state of things is, in itself, calculated to awaken 
doubt even in the minds of those naturally inclined to accept the supposition of a real his- 
tory. But when the actual facts of the case are known, the misstatements, the anachro- 
nisms, the geographical absurdities, the literary extravagances of the book considered, it is 
difficult to see how any unprejudiced reader can hesitate in his decision that, whatever slight 
basis of truth or worthy aim it may have had, it is essentially a work of the imagination. In 
harmony with this view, Luther speaks of it as a kind of allegorical, didactic, passion-play 
(Passionsspiel) ; Grotius, as an allegorical work intended for comfort and encouragement ; 
Buddeus, as a drama; Niebuhr, an epic; Babor, an apologue; Jahn, a didactic poem; Movers 
and Ewald, a legend ; Eichhorn, a worthless [?] fable of an ignorant Jew; Bertholdt, purely 
a work of the fancy: Weil and Gutmann, a free, poetic working over of a traditional and dur- 
ing its transmission much changed historical saga; Fritzsche and De Wette, a poem with 
patriotic and moral aim ; Vaihinger, a prophetico- poetical narrative ; Westcott, historical 
fiction. This line of opinions which, under various forms of expression, is essentially one, 
finds its support in the following among other similar characteristics of the book. 

First, the impossibility of reconciling its historical statements and presuppositions with one 
another or with universally acknowledged facts. In the earlier chapters of the book, for ex- 
ample, we read that an Assyrian army marched against the Jews. This could have happened 
only before the Exile, while in the later chapters the entire representation is of a period sub- 
sequent to the Exile. It is distinctly stated, in fact, that the people had but just returned 
from the Captivity, and that the temple, which had been destroyed, was again restored and 
consecrated (iv. 3; v. 18,19). They had no longer a king, but were politically united under 
a high priest by the name of Joacim, who ruled in connection with the Sanhedrin (iv. 6, 8; 
xv. 8). After the heroic act of Judith, the country is said to have had peace for a long time 
(xvi. 25). It is as impossible, from these historical data, to fix the period covered by our 
narrative soon after the Captivity as immediately before it. Still, this has been the usual 
course of those attempting to defend its credibility. Nabuchodonosor, for instance, is assumed 
to be some Persian king. Gutschmid sought to identify him with Artaxerxes Ochus, who is 
known to have had a general by the name of Olophernes. But while meeting this compara- 
tively trifling condition of the problem he became involved in a network of more serious diffi- 
culties, from which he found it impossible to extricate himself. He was obliged, among other 
things, to explain how it was possible for Nineveh to be still in existence at that period, and 
how such a campaign as the one described could then have been undertaken against Israel. 
Those, on the other hand, like Wolf and Niebuhr, who have preferred to take the bull boldly 
by the horns, and to locate the history where its opening chapters place it, have shown a no 
less astounding temerity in the character of their suppositions and logical combinations. 
Fritzsche (Schenkel’s Bib. Lez., s. v.) says of these critics: “ That history knows nothing of a 
Nabuchodonosor, as king of Assyria in Nineveh, or of a Median king Arphaxad, who built the 
walls of Ecbatana, troubles them not. By the latter mentioned they understand, at one time, 
Deioces, the builder of Ecbatana (Herod., i. 98 [according to Rawlinson, Ancient Mon., ii. 383, 
there was-really no such person]; at another time, and more commonly, his son Phraortes. 
Here, truly, there was something to hold to, that*this person, in the twenty-second year of 
his reign, was overwhelmingly defeated by the Assyrians (Herod., i. 102). The difference in 
name could indeed be explained, and that the task of building Ecbatana had been entrusted 
to him by his father might be considered as a pardonable error of representation. But diffi- 
culties multiply as we «advance. At the very start, the Nabuchodonosor wanted cannot be 
found. On the basis of certain vague data these critics proceed to guess : it is Esarhaddon, 
it‘is Saosduchinus, or Kiniladen. They even fix on the Babylonian Merodach Baladan, and 
Nabopolassar, but without explaining how any one of them came to bear the name ‘‘ Nabu- 
chodonosor.”” ‘They lose.themselves in labyrinthine speculations in order to bring this period 
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into harmony with the condition of the Jews as described. Since no Jewish king is mentioned, 
and yet there must be one, so it must have been the time when Manasseh was in prison at 
Babylon, or, just then, had little authority, or when king Josiah was under guardianship. The 
captivity of the people and their return from the same is left unexplained. Has the temple, 
according to v. 18, been wholly destroyed — it is only a desecration! The high priest Joacim 
was Eliakim, represented in 2 Kings xviii. 18 to be an important personage under Hezekiah; 
or, as Von Gumpach supposes, the high priest Hilkiah under king Josiah (2 Kings xxii. 4), 
And finally, to adduce but a single other circumstance, the beautiful Judith executed her 
bold undertaking, according to this theory, in somewhere about the sixtieth year of her life!” 

Again, the geographical difficulties encountered by those who would defend the authenticity 
of the book are as hopelessly numerous and embarrassing as the historical. Let us notice, for 
example, some of the places mentioned in connection with the campaign of Olofernes, and see 
what light one of the most learned commentators of our book has been able to shed upon it. 
According to chap. ii. 15, Olophernes started from Nineveh with an army of 120,000 infantry 
and 12,000 cavalry. After a march of three days (ver. 21) the army came to the ‘plain of 
Beectileth.’’ Wolf supposes this to have been ‘ Malatia ”? (Melitene), which was more than 
three hundred miles from Nineveh to the northwest. Since this place could not really have 
been reached in the time stated, he conjectures that they must have reckoned from some 
other nearer place (p. 91). From there the army marched ‘‘ into the hill country and de- 
stroyed Phud and Lud and spoiled all the children of Rasses.’’ By ‘‘ Phud,”’ this critic 
thinks the Cholcians are meant, a people more than another three hundred miles to the 
northeast of Malatia; by Lud, the Lydians, double that distance to the west; while by the 
** children of Rasses,’’ the inhabitants of Tarsus, or Cilicia, are supposed to be meant, to 
reach whom the army must march back a couple of hundred miles or so, in a southeasterly 
direction. Then the ‘‘ children of Ishmael ’’ were subdued, inhabiting the country “to the 
south of the land of the Chellians.” These Ishmaelites, Wolf thinks, were to be found directly 
to the east, inhabiting a part of Mesopotamia. Another long march of from two hundred to 
three hundred miles must be made, and the river Euphrates crossed, to reach them. The 
Euphrates was then recrossed, and thé fortified places, “ high cities,” on the river “Arbona,” 
— supposed to be “ Chaboras ’’ — destroyed. But, according to Wolf’s theory respecting the 
Chellians, the army was already on the right side of the river for this purpose, and he is there- 
fore obliged to suppose that after bringing these Ishmaelites into subjection they had gone 
over to the south side again, and carried on operations, of which our book says nothing. 

The next point of attack was the ‘‘ borders of Cilicia,’’ the very land and people from 
which they had but just come, and which, one might suppose, had already been sufliciently 
punished by this agile and insatiable general of Nabuchodonosor. From Cilicia the line of 
march is to the ‘‘ borders of Japhet,’’? by which, our critic thinks, the high table-land 
in the vicinity of the mountain range Haurfn is meant. From thence they compassed “ all 
the children of Madiam,’’ and ‘‘ went down into the plain of Damascus.’’ Was there ever 
another army, in ancient or modern times, that could march with such rapidity as this, or 
that has been led by a general who conducted his campaigns on such a singular plan? If 
Olophernes had no mercy on his soldiers, that he put them through this shuttle movement, 
back and forth over plains and mountain ranges indifferently, we should suppose that the 
question of forage and supplies for such a multitude would have led to a different course. 
Our book gives us but slight indications respecting the time consumed in this remarkable 
series of military operations ; but Wolf, who seems never to be at a loss for theories, would 
have us understand that Olophernes left Malatia with his army in the ‘‘ middle of September, 
B. C. 688,”’ and reached Damascus after passing over a distance of two thousand miles, more 
_ or less—as one may readily compute for himself from the data given by this critic, — fghistes 

many battles, and reducing a large number of fortified places ‘‘ at the end of May, B.c. 637, 
i. e., in eight months, the rainy season included! See Wolf, Com., pp. 91, 108. 

In addition to these geographical and historical objections to the supposition that the work 
before us is to be interpreted as fact, its structure in other respects is equally against it. 
Many of the proper names, for instance, seem to have been selected Sites special referenge to 
the characters they represent in the story. Such are Judith, ‘‘ Jewess;’’ Achior, brother 
of light;’’ Betulua,‘‘ virgin of Jehovah;”’ and Nabuchodonosor, as a common designation 
for a dreaded, hostile sovereign. The descent of Judith, too, is obviously for a special Deer 
pose traced back to Simeon, to which tribe also her husband belonged, as well as the elders 
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of Betulua. Moreover, the plan of operations of the Assyrian army, in its attempt to reduce 
Betulua (chap. vii. passim) is wholly inconsistent with the supposition of an actual case. So, 
too, the delineation, in many of its features, of the principal character of the book, Judith. 
Her conduct is especially noticeable for its unnaturalness after her return from the Assyrian 
camp, where, like another Jael, she had made a striking display of heroic patriotism, but at 
the expense of all womanly instincts. ‘The: scene where Achior swoons quite away (xiv. 6) 
at the sight of Olophernes’ head, is as highly colored as that where the heroine, like a queen, 
summons him into her presence with the words: ‘‘ Call me Achior, the Ammonite!’’ The 
whole representation of Judith’s proceedings in the hostile camp presupposes an amount of 
stupidity and carelessness on the part of Olophernes and his chief officers that can only be 
paralleled by their operations in the attempted capture of Betulua with its handful of de- 
fenders. 
Probable Date of the Composition. 

The possibility of dating the origin of the book at or near the time of the Babylonian Cap- 
tivity being, as we have already seen, from the nature of the case, out of the question, there 
are but two other theories touching the time of its composition which seem to demand con- 
sideration: that which would assign it to the period of the Maccabees, or thereabouts, and 
that which sees symbolically depicted in it the relations of the Romans to the Jews during 
the time of Hadrian or Trajan. Hitzig, who first suggested the latter theory, fixed upon the 
insurrection under Barkochba or Simon, during the reign of the former emperor (A. D. 132), 
as the event symbolized (cf. his work, Ueber Johannes Markus und seine Schriften, p. 165). 
But Volkmar, who, in a number of shorter articles, and especially in his Handbook of Intro- 
duction to the Apocrypha,‘ has been its principal supporter, advocates the view that the insur- 
rection brought to a close at the beginning of the reign of Hadrian, a. D. 117, is meant. 
Graetz, in the fourth volume of his History of the Jews, accepts in a somewhat modified form 
this position of Volkmar, while others, as Lipsius, Hilgenfeld, Derenbourg, Schtirer, Ewald, 
and Fritzsche are unable to find any sufficient ground for it. The theory of Volkmar, in 
brief, is this: ‘* The book is a poetic narrative of the historic victory of Judith (7. e., Judea) 
over the legate of the new Nebuchadnezzar (Trajan) after his victorious campaign against 
the apparently invincible new Median (Parthian) empire. This book of imaginary history 
was composed under the veil of the language of the Old Testament, to celebrate the day of 
the victory of the Jews in March (des Adar), after Trajan’s death, particularly to celebrate 
the ‘day of Trajan,’ from a. D. 118, at the end of a. D. 117, or the beginning of A. D. 118, 
not earlier, and also not later. According to this, by Judith is meant Judea; by Nabuchod- 
onosor, Trajan; by Assyria, Syria; by Nineveh, Antioch; by Arphaxad, a Parthian king 
Arsaces; by Eebatana, a new, immense citadel of the later Medians, Nisibis, or the smaller 
Batne, or both together, but especially the latter ; by Olophernes, a barbarian general, Lusius 
Quietus. Joakim means ‘+ God raises up;” Achior, “friend of light ;’? Bagoas is the name 
for the office of eunuch in general. The temple was destroyed by Titus. The return from 
Exile followed either under Trajan or Hadrian.”” Cf. Fritzsche, in Schenkel’s Bib. Lex., ibid. 

One of the greatest difficulties which this bold but ingenious and ably defended theory has 
to contend with is the serious doubt whether Palestine was at all concerned in the insurreec- 
tion in question. Lipsius, Schiirer, and others dispute it, and, as it would seem, with good 
reason. Those who advocate the affirmative are obliged to rely principally on a single ex- 
pression in the biography of Hadrian by Spartianus, where it is said that Palestine, at the 
beginning of the emperor Hadrian’s reign, was rebelliously inclined: “ Lycia denique ac Pales- 
tina rebelles animos efferebant.” Cf. Schiirer, p. 353, note 6. The rabbinical tradition makes 
mention, indeed, of a war by this Moor, Quietus, but probably refers to that carried on in 
, Mesopotamia. | Still further, Volkmar is obliged, in order to insure safety to his theory, to 
deny the genuineness of the first epistle of Clement of Rome, where our work is quoted (Ep. 
i. 55). But the question of the date and authorship of this epistle is a far less doubtful one 
than that concerning the Book of Judith. And it is much more reasonable to accept the 
wen as evidence to reach conclusions touching the latter than to reverse the process. Cf. 
Zeller’s Jahrb., 1856, iii., and Donaldson, Apostol. Fathers, p. 185. Moreover, the fact that 
the book is quoted in the first epistle of Clement of Rome may be taken as weighty evidence 
in support of the view that it had its origin in a much earlier period. Hence, even were the 
supposition to be accepted that the Clementine letter did not originate until after A. p. 118, 
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still the balance of probabilities would be in favor of a considerably earlier date for the Book 
of Judith. How imperfectly, too, in general, the events of the supposed rebellion in the 
time of Hadrian would be symbolized by those narrated in the work before us may be seen 
in the careful comparison made by Fritzsche and the other critics before alluded to. There 
are besides not a few minor particulars in which the argument seriously halts. Volkmar, for 
instance (Hinleit., p. 14), asserts that the ‘‘ Arphaxad ”’ of the Book of Judith is the Old 
Testament designation for the later Medes, or Parthians. But in the genealogical tables of 
Gen. x. 2, ‘* Arphaxad ”’ is the name given to a Semitic branch of the human family, while 
the Medes belonged to the Japhetic. There are also noticeable, occasional examples of ex- 
travagant and arbitrary interpretation, an overstraining of the symbolism, and an unauthor- 
ized interchange of the letters of words indicating numbers, in apparent subserviency to a 
preconceived adjustment of the history. 

The principal theory remaining respecting the origin of the Book of Judith, that it was 
written during the first or second centuries before Christ, or more definitely, at or near the 
Maccabzan period, does not lack the support of scholarly pens. The ground for such a theory 
is, of course, to be sought in the work itself, and necessitates the previous supposition that it 
contains at least some more or less trustworthy historical data. Ewald, for example (Ge- 
schichte, iv. 618), and essentially Vaihinger (Herzog’s Real-Encyk., s. v.), refer it to the pe- 
riod of the campaign of the Seleucian king Demetrius II. against Egypt, B. c. 131-129. He 
had escaped from his imprisonment among the Parthians, been again elevated to the throne, 
and now breathed vengeance against all those who had made war upon him, the Jews under 
John Hyreanus included. Vaihinger, indeed, thinks the work could not have been composed 
earlier or later than the year B.c.128. Hilgenfeld (Novum Testamentum, etc., Fasc. I., p. 89), 
on the other hand, fixes on the period B. c. 147-145 for the date of its composition. Movers 
(Bonner Zeitschrift, H. 13, p. 47) would not put it so far back. To him the work suggests 
events in connection with the war of Ptolemy Lathurus against Alexander Janneus, B. ©. 105. 
His argument is based on the theory that the author purposely transferred the geographical 
relations of his own time to an earlier period. These relations could only have existed, 
he thinks, from the time of John Hyrcanus to that of the invasion of Judea by Pompey. But 
his reasoning is far from conclusive. Cf. De Wette, Hinleit., p. 579. 

According to Keil the probable historical groundwork which the author of the Book of Ju- 
dith made use of in his composition is to be found in a notice contained in the thirty-first book of 
Diodorus Siculus; where a campaign of Artaxerxes Ochus against Egypt is mentioned, in which 
campaign a certain Cappadocian prince, by the name of Olophernes, greatly distinguished him- 
self. In this campaign, moreover, this monarch invaded Palestine, taking and destroying 
Jericho. Still further, according to Sulpicius Severus (ii. 14), there was a eunuch by the name 
of Bagoas in his army, and that writer, as more recently Herzfeld (Geschichte, ii. 118), seems to 
think that it was some special event of this campaign in which the author of the Book of Judith 
found the materials for hiscomposition. Keil, then, holds that the work originated in the first 
decade of the second century before Christ, believing that a hundred and fifty years must 
have elapsed after the occurrence of the events before they were narrated in our book. His 
principal reasons for this opinion are: (1.) That there are to be found in the work no evi- 
dences of the religious persecutions which the Jews suffered under Antiochus Epiphanes. 
(2.) That it is there stated that after the defeat of Olophernes the Jews enjoyed peace for a 
long period, which might well refer to that preceding the reign of Antiochus. Cf. Hinleit., 
pp. 727, 729 

Both of these arguments of Keil, however, might be used with equal propriety as applica- 
ble to a time somewhat subsequent to the Maccabean wars. In fact, the Jewish people were 
_ so often in the condition presupposed in the present narrative, and the geographical, histori- 
cal, and other data were obviously, to such an extent, chosen for the express purpose of dis- 
guise, that it is no wonder that the date of composition has been made to oscillate between 
such extreme points. ‘* The poet intentionally makes his sketch in a period long past, and 
carefully veils the dangerous names of the present, while he, in fact, depicts the more clearly 
and thoughtfully, for such as could understand it, the actual affairs of his own period.” 
(Ewald, Geschichte, iv. 619.) And since this really seems to be the case, it is perhaps best 
to leave the question of a more exact designation of the date of our book unsettled. It is 
enough that a great majority of its allusions, direct, and especially indirect, such as its point 
of view touching the Mosaic law, its exaggeration of particular features of the same, the blood- 
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thirsty spirit it breathes, the representation of the Jewish people as for a long time oppressed, 
references to the prominent position of the Sanhedrin, to the observance of the day before 
the Sabbath and the new moons, and the stress laid upon the circumcision of proselytes, have 
led most unbiased critics to think of the later centuries before Christ, and generally to fix 
upon some part of B. c. 200, for the date of its origin. The influence of the later Hellenism 
on the composition are numerous and marked. Cf. iii. 7; xv. 13; xvi. 7. This view is also 
strongly supported by Jewish traditions. According to Zunz (Vortrdge, p. 124), the book of 
Judith ‘‘ stands in a double relation to the Maccabeean period: On the one hand, it gives us the 
saga of a deliverance and of a supposed public festival. On the other hand, in the later rab- 
binical teaching, Judith is represented as daughter of Jochanan, or of Mattathias, and heroine 
of the time of the Hasmonean dynasty. This tradition is found in a form which differs very 
much from the Greek, in the collection of the rabbinical histories, and at the same time Jerome 
mentions that Judith in the Aramaic language was not regarded by the Jews as a canoni- 
cal writing but as a history. It might be quite possible that in a Palestinian city a festival was 
observed in honor of some heroic deed of a woman, and after the true occasion had been for- 
gotten and had given place to a much enlarged and embellished legend, a narrative was com- 
posed in honor of Judith, and probably before the destruction of the temple.’? The rabbi 
Gutmann, also (Die Apok., ete., p. 172), in support of his theory that the narrative has its 
basis in some actual occurrence, adduces incidentally further evidence for fixing its date near 
the Maccabean period. He says that the story is quite clearly referred to in a prayer which 
was used for the first Sabbath of the festival of the dedication of the temple, beginning: 
Iw) ha) sa i 4S, and occurring in connection with a reference to the religious perse- 
cutions under Antiochus. The names Judith, Achior, Olophernes, are distinctly given. How 
far back the composition of this prayer dates is unknown. 


Literary and Moral Character. 


As a purely literary work the composition before us is certainly not to be reckoned among 
the least worthy of the Old Testament Apocrypha. We can hardly accord to it, however, the 
praise of which Fritzsche — possibly as a kind of indemnification for his thoroughly unfavor- 
able judgment in other respects —sees fit to give it. ‘‘ The narrative,’’ he says (Zinleit., 
p- 127), ‘‘ contains nothing tedious, pompous, strained, but is brief, simple, natural, and 
shows, also, originality. Similar things may be found in the older literature, but not in the 
decree that one can really charge it with imitation. It is the spontaneous fruit rather of the 
author’s own sphere of education, or, at least, he makes use only of a reminiscence here and 
there in the pursuit of his aim. Appropriate, and sometimes, most appropriate are his deline- 
ations of single points and characters. ‘The representation of Nebuchadnezzar brings before 
one the image of an insatiable conqueror who, in his presumptuousness, desires to know that he 
is recognized as lord of the world, yes, even as God himself. That of Holophernes, the success- 
ful general, who, proud of his good fortune, imagines himself safe, and therefore falls so easily 
a victim to thoughtlessness and self-indulgence. The Jewish people, just now conscious of 
freedom from heinous sin, especially its traditional sin of idol-worship, ought to have con- 
fronted this danger without fear, but in its weakness, proved itself unequal to the emergency. 
It gives up, and chooses rather to submit itself to the will of the enemy than to perish heroically 
while doing the utmost. The rulers, indeed, are not to the same extent wanting in confi- 
dence in God, still, are so weak as to yield to the threats of the people, gaining thereby only a 
brief respite before the surrender should take place, — which, in fact, was nothing less than a 
tempting of Providence. This people sat down in despair, whose history had made such a 
powerful impression upon even a foreigner, like Achior, that he, at this very time, predicted 
to the haughty foe the worst consequences, if Israel were now free from heinous sin! But one 
man, no —a woman, a Jewess, a widow, beautiful and rich, despaired not. The men havine 
become women she became a man, a master, the ideal of the genuine Jewess. In the strength- 
ening consciousness of the strictest observance of the law and unsullied chastity, her RE 3 
dence in God is not to be shaken. She undertakes with manly resolution, through one bold 
act, to deliver her people and the temple of her God, or to yield herself as a sacrifice for them. 
But she is withal a woman, and as such, knows full well how to employ deception and dissim- 
ulation also.’’ ® 

Did Fritzsche need, as in these closing words, to slander the whole of womankind, in order 
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to find fitting words in which to describe this old-time heroine? Or did he think, in thus seek- 
ing to put Judith on a supposed level with all other women in this one matter of a capacity 
for cunning and dissimulation, to weaken the force of one of the principal objections against 
this character as here portrayed? To our mind it is one of the chief literary faults of the 
author of our book, that he was unable to sketch this ideal Jewish woman, without making her 
something else and something less than a true woman; or without representing her, according 
to Fritzsche’s judgment, as a man in boldness, and a woman only in craft! The character, 
moreover, is not simply objectionable from a literary point of view, but even more so from a 
moral stand-point. The question needs only to be asked: What would be the natural, yes, 
inevitable influence of this story of Judith on the mind of one considering it, not as a calm 
critic, but with all the reverence and loving prepossessions of one taught to regard it as a part 
of the true, inspired Word of God? Could it be otherwise than most harmful? 

This Judith tricks herself out in all her finery, with bracelets and anklets and paint in order 
to captivate Olophernes through the beauty of her person and find opportunity to take his life. 
Her way is strewn with deception from first to last, and yet she is represented as taking God 
into her counsels and as having his special blessing in her enterprise. Having succeeded in 
reaching the Assyrian camp and inflaming the heart of Olophernes with unhallowed passion, 
she assents to his request to take part in a carousal at his tent and to spend a night in his em- 
brace (xii. 14). ‘* Who am IJ,” she says, ‘‘ that I should gainsay my lord? Surely whatso- 
ever pleaseth him I will do speedily and it shall be my joy unto the day of my death.” In! 


fact, it would seem to have been a mere matter of chance that Judith escaped an impure con- \ 


nection with Olophernes, and something which she could by no means have counted on as cer- 
tain — not to say probable — when she went to his tent. Indeed, her entire proceeding makes 
upon us the impression that she would have been willing even to have yielded her body to this 
lascivious Assyrian for the sake of accomplishing her purpose. That God by his providence 
interposed to prevent such a crime, cannot relieve her of the odium attaching to her conduct. 
It would, in truth, have required of her a faith greater than that of Daniel confronting the 
lion’s den, to suppose that in thus rushing uncalled into temptation she could rely on the divine 
interposition at the nick of time. And she exposes herself in this manner to sin, simply for 
the present purpose of gaining the confidence of a weak slave of his passions that she may put 
him to death. If the conduct of Jael, in seeking on the spur of the moment the life of a 
sleeping guest and fugitive who had confided himself to the protection of her tent, is worthy 
of reprobation, there are elements of moral turpitude in the character of Judith even more 
reprehensible. 

Hers was a deliberately planned assassination. It was attempted at the imminent risk of 
sacrificing her own purity. It was carried out by a series of deceptions which would do credit, 
not to a woman, but to a master of finesse and falsehood. God’s blessing was invoked 
not only on the enterprise in general, but on the deceptions themselves. ‘‘ Smite,’’ she says 
(ix. 10), ‘‘ by the deceit of my lips the servant with the prince.”? And again (ix. 13): ‘* Make 
my speech and deceit to be their wound and stripe.” An old commentator (Calovius, Bib. 
Iil., in loc.) remarks: “Petere enim a Deo ut faveat deceptioni est Deum in societatem sceleris vo- 
care, ut promoveat opus Satane, et innuere deceptionem aliquam Deo gratam esse posse: petere a 
Deo, ut inspiret deceptionem, est statuere Deum esse auctorem peccalt, i. e. Deum negare esse 
Deum.’ That the doctrine of the present book should give no offense to that class of theolo- 
gians, one of whose recognized principles is that ‘‘ the end justifies the means,’’ is not sur- 
prising. It is, however, matter of surprise that distinguished Protestant theologians like 
Rudolph Stier (Die Apok., etc., passim), and others, should find nothing in it deserving of 
special censure. It breathes throughout the spirit of that condemned Pharisaism which while 
straining out a gnat swallows a camel, Dissimulation, revenge, an indecent coquetry, an abuse 
of prayer and the divine Providence, are here no more sins; but to fail of the observance of the 
ceremonial law in the least particular, that is the greatest‘of offenses. In fact, some of the 
most solemn and divinely sanctioned lessons of Jewish history must be unlearned in order to 
accept the moral stand-point of the present narrative. Judith, for instance, proudly traces 
her descent back to the patriarchs. It is Simeon, who, ao doubt with direct reference to the 
vengeance he took on Shechem, the violator of Dinah’s chastity, is assigned to her as ances- 
top. And yet the dying Jacob found in that very act of Simeon occasion for loathing and 
dread: ‘‘ O my soul, come not thou into their secret; into their assembly, mine honor, be not 
thou united; for in their anger they slew a man... . . Cursed be their anger for it is fierce, 


and their wrath for it is cruel.’’ Gen. xlix. 6, 7. 


] 
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oe Author and Original Language. 


The author of the book of Judith was probably a Palestinian Jew, and wrote in the Hebrew 
language. Both of these views are accepted with considerable unanimity by scholars of all 
confessions and shades of philosophical opinion. The conjecture of Wolf, that Achior the 
Ammonite composed it, he supports by a long array of learned and ingenious arguments, but 
they are not such as carry particular weight for other minds. (Cf. his Com., pp. 188-196.) 
Eichhorn, on the other hand (Einleit., p. 322 ff.), ascribes the work to the pen of a Christian 
who lived in the first century, and wrote in Greek. With him, as far as the language is con- 
cerned, agree Capellus, Fabricius, Jahn, Dihne, and Von Célln. The principal fact which has 
weight in determining the place of composition, is the definite knowledge shown by the author 
concerning the geography and history of Palestine, while in the case of other lands coming 
under notice he expresses himself only in the most general terms. The writer, however, 
seems not to have lived at Jerusalem, but as it would appear, at some point in the neighbor- 
hood of the real, or fictitious, Betulua, where the principal scene of the narrative is laid, 7. e., 
somewhere in the mountains that overlook the plain of Esdraelon. 

Most of the grounds for maintaining that the work was originally written in Hebrew must 
be sought in the composition itself. Jerome does, indeed, as in the case of the Book of Tobit, 
speak of having used a “ Chaldaic”’ text in the preparation of his Latin translation (Vulgate) 
of Judith, but there is little probability that this text was the original. (Cf. Pref. ad hb. 
Judith.) In apparent contradiction to his testimony, Origen affirms (Ep. ad African.), that 
the Jews made no use of the work even as apocryphal, as he bad learned from themselves. 
Just what he means by this, is uncertain. It is said by some that the remark had its ground 
in the fact that the ‘‘ Chaldaic”’ original at this time had been so far supplanted by the 
Greek text that it existed in only a very few copies, and that hence it was unknown to the 
Jews with whom Origen conferred about it. But it seems far more likely that this so-called 
‘¢ Chaldaic ’’ text may have been simply a translation of the work into the language prevalent 
in Palestine at the time of Christ. At least, so far as his work is to be taken in evidence, 
Jerome could have made but very little use of any ‘‘ Chaldaic ’’ text, the ‘‘ many codices” of 
which he speaks being doubtless but different MSS. of the Old Latin, by which, as matter of 
fact, he was chiefly influenced. Cf. below, under “ Different Texts, Vulgate.”’ 

But the proofs of a Hebrew original furnished by the book itself, even in its Greek dress, 
are quite sufficient. They consist not alone in examples of Hebraisms occurring here and 
there, but in the entire form. and coloring of the composition from beginning to end: its 
lexicography, its syntax, and its style. Among other things, the infrequent use of Greek 
particles is. quite noticeable. No other book of the LXX. can compare with it in this 
respect. In chapters i., iii, iv., xi., the particle 5¢ is wholly wanting; 4Add, in iii—y., 
vii., ix.—xi., xili., xv.; wéy occurs only at v. 20; &, only at xi. 2, 15, xii. 4, xiv. 2. The 
particles re, ody, and &pa, are not found at all. On the other hand, the expression, so com- 
mon in Hebrew, éy rais juépas, occurs ten different times; and opddpa (NY), about thirty 
times. There are also many apparent examples of failure on the part of the Greek trans- 
lator to understand the original, — easily to be explained on the supposition that the original 
was Hebrew. For instance, at chap. iii. 9, we have tod mplovos, instead of rod wediov, as in 
chap. iv. 6; because in the first case the translator probably read “}wW, instead of Ww: 
At chap. i. 8, he evidently read 32 instead of NP2, and hence translated év rots ever 
instead of év tais méAcow, as might have been expected. And at chap. ii. 28, he gives Zovp 
as the rendering, it would seem, of 7» Awpa@. Cf. 1 Macc. xv. 11. Other apparent failures 
of translation have also been noticed: as at ii. 2, ix. 9. 

A multitude of peculiar expressions, too, indicate a Hebrew origin. We have at vii. 4, 
for example, Ecacros mpds ry Ahoy abTod; at iv. 2, o>ddpa, cpddpa, as the probable transla- 
tion (as we have noticed above) of IND, twice repeated; at vi. 12, %8adov ev Alors, as it 
would appear for DYJ3N2 7. Cf. also the use of «al at the beginning of sentences intro- 
ducing a conclusion (vi. 1; xi. 11; xiv. 11; xv. 8, and elsewhere), as wellsas the frequent em- 
ployment of a demonstrative in connection with a relative (v.19; vii. 10; viii. 22;'x. 2; xvi. 4). 
Moreover, some of the geographical names of the book, for which no corresponding places 
are now to be found, may perhaps be accounted for on the natural supposition of an incorrect 
rendering of the same from the Hebrew. See De Wette, Hinleit., p. 577. That these names 
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in every instance, however, represent an actual place then existing need not be assumed.. On 
these and other similar grounds, then, we are quite safe in accepting, with Ewald, De Wette, 
Fritzsche, Vaihinger, Hitzig, Néldeke, Keil, Volkmar, and many others, the opinion that the 
Book of Judith was originally written in some dialect of the Hebrew language. 


The Different Existing Texts. 


Like the ancient Hebrew books of the Bible which had been translated into Greek by the 
Hellenistic Jews, the Book of Judith also, not long after its composition, was similarly 
honored, and after a time found a place in the Greek Bible. And although this Greek text 
has in the course of time been considerably modified in its form, it still maintains its place 
(in the absence of the original) as the purest, most exact and complete, representation of the 
same now in existence. In fact,. considering that it is extant in different MSS., was the 
vulgar text of the early church, and has been subject to the vicissitudes of all such ancient 
works, the imperfections are no more numerous than might have been expected. 

According to Fritzsche (Finleit., p. 117, and Libri Apoc. Vet. Test., Preef., p. xviii), this 

‘text is to be found in its best form in II., far less pure in III. 52. and 55. Outside of these, 
the other MSS. range themselves as follows: on the one side, 44. 71. 74, 76. 106. 107. 236., 
and often 23.; on the other side, 64. 243. 248. 249., to which often 52, 55. and III. join them- 
selves. The Complutensian and Aldine editions of the LXX. present a mixed text, made 
up from that found in both of the series of MSS. Each of these two families of codices has 
a text which, mainly for subjective reasons, has been much amended; the former, however, 
more than the latter. In connection with this common form of the Greek text, thus modified, 
there are also two other forms in which it has been transmitted in this language, — the one, 
as found in the MS, 58., which is followed by the Syriac and Old Latin versions ; thé other, in 
MSS. 19. and 108. These are not, however, to be looked upon as different ‘recensions from 
the original, but simply as independent efforts to work over into a shape more acceptable to 
the person or persons concerned the ordinary Greek text. One among many proofs of this 
is the fact that all the Greek MSS., as well as the Syriac and Old Latin, have at chap. iii. 9, 
the reading 10% zplovos instead of tov rediov; the Greek translator having obviously, as we have 
shown under the last head, read the Hebrew at this point falsely. Nickes, with whom 
Volkmar agrees, differs somewhat from Fritzsche with respect to the value to be attached to 
the several MSS. According to him, the common Greek text is to be found in II. III. (23.) 
52.55. Of the other MSS., 64. 243. 248. 249. belong together on the one side, and 44. 106. 
71. 74. 76. 236. 0n the other. The MSS. 58. 19. 108. forma class by themselves ; with which, 
moreover, the Old Latin and Syriac best agree. 

The Vulgate, as the text which has been most used and translated, and been made the 
ground of comment, not only by Roman Catholics but by Protestants, down to a very late 
period, has attained to honors and a position quite undeserved. It is simply an arbitrary, 
and often extravagant, working over of the narrative on the basis of the Old Latin, which 
itself (as we have seen) is but an imperfect offspring of the Greek. The principal features 
of the story are indeed preserved; but within these limits the changes are numerous and 
important. There are, for example, alterations in the order of statement (chap. xiv. 5-10 
stands at the close of chap. xiii.). Considerable is left out (i. 13-16); quite as much added 
(iv. 11 f.; xiv. 8f.). The sense is sometimes essentially modified. Differences in names 
and numbers are quite noticeable. It is interesting, indeed, to observe more particularly 
what Jerome says of his own work in the preface to the same, as above quoted. He in 
substance remarks that it was reckoned by the Jews among apocryphal works (hagiographa. 
Cf. Credner, Geschichte des N. T. Kan., p. 309 ff.); that he himself held it in no great estima- 
tion, and could spare no time for a thorough handling of it. But inasmuch as some greatly 
prized the book, and it was used at the Nicene Council with the other Scriptures, he had 
done his friends the favor of editing it. Still, he had given it little attention (unam lucu- 
bratiunculam dedi); and it was necessarily so (seposilis occupationibus vehementer arctatus) ; 
moreover, quite proper, since the book had really no authority, and could not be used for 
deciding questions in dispute (cujus auctoritas ad roboranda ea, que in contentionem veniunt, 
minus idonea judicatur). We had not translated (non ex verbo verbum transferens), he adds, 
but simply given the sense (sensum e sensu), and that in a condensed form, hoping thus the 
more easily to overcome the difficulty arising from the many variations in the [Latin] MSS., 
and get at the meaning of his ‘‘ Chaldaic ”’ copy (multorum codicum varietatem vitiosissimam 
amputavi, sola ea, que intelligentia integra in verbis Chalde@is invenire potui, Latinis expressi). 
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There is no evidence that Jerome made any use, in his superficial work, of Greek MSS., 
or much use of the ‘‘ Chaldaic’’ of which he speaks. De Wette (Hinleit., p. 576) says there 
is but one apparent instance of the latter. In chap. xvi. 3, he has in multitudine fortitudinis 
suc, while the Greek is é pupidot Surduews adrov, 1 having seemingly been read instead of 
j2>. In this chapter, elsewhere, his translation conforms almost literally to the Old Latin, 
while throughout the entire book parts of verses, peculiar constructions, noticeable words, 
furnish the unmistakable proof that his chief reliance was on his Latin MSS. Fritzsche 
mentions, indeed, as convincing evidence in this direction, the fact that quite a number of 
Latin forms and expressions are found in this translation of Jerome, which occur in none 
of his other works, and which may be traced directly to his Latin authorities (Hinleit., p. 22). 
Some critics even doubt whether Jerome really had the book in a ‘“‘ Chaldaic” text before 
him at all. In addition to the positively adverse testimony of Origen, already noticed, it is 
thought that this father might have made the assertion — as he seems not to have been above 
doing in other instances — simply for effect. (Cf. Volkmar, Hinleit., p. 9.) Such a supposi- 
tion would be, at least, scarcely less probable than that of Nickes, that the passage cited 
from Origen is an interpolation; or that of Scholz and Wolf, that a distinction is to be 
made between a ‘‘ Chaldaic”’ and a ‘‘ Hebrew’? text, and that Origen speaks simply of not 
knowing of the existence of one of the latter kind. But the recent discovery of a Chaldaic 
text of Tobit, which may have been used by Jerome in his translation of that book, is in- 
directly corroborative of this father’s assertion, and it will prohably be no longer disputed. 


Ecclesiastical Recognition. 


By virtue of its connection with the other books of the Old Testament in the translation 
of the LXX., the work before us, like Tobit and the remaining apocryphal compositions, 
found its way into the Christian ehurch. It seems to have been held in no little estimation, 
and to have been widely used. The fact that Josephus makes no reference to it has been 
improperly urged by some as certain evidence of late origin. It is first cited by Clement of 
Rome (i. 55). Clement of Alexandria, also, quotes it with respect. Jerome and Origen, 
however, as we have seen, were too well informed to concede to it canonicity. The unsup- 
ported assertion of Jerome, that it was used at the Nicene Council in numero Scripturarum, 
must not be taken for more than it is worth. Melito of Sardis does not place it in his list of 
the books of the Old Testament, which was that of the Palestinian LXX., i.e., the LXX. 
as revised from the Hebrew. The Apostolic Canons have been improperly cited in its favor 
(cf. art. ‘ Apostol. Can.,”’ in Dict. of Christian Antiq., p. 113). It was rejected by Cyril of 
Jerusalem and Athanasius, and Nicephorus placed it among the books ‘‘ disputed,” in his 
Stichometry. Hilary speaks of some who sought to make out twenty-four books in the Old 
Testament, corresponding to the number of letters in the Greek Alphabet, ‘‘ by the addition 
of Tobit and Judith ”’ (i. e., in place of Ruth and Lamentations). This may be taken as 
plain evidence that the work was sometimes assigned to an undeserved place, simply through 
the lack of knowledge and investigation. (Cf. Westcott, Bib. in Ch. p. 180). Ruftinus 
enumerates it among the books called “ ecclesiastical,’’ in distinction from ‘+ canonical.’? 
That now, notwithstanding so much uncertainty, and on the part of some decided opposition, 
the Book of Judith attained to the rank of a canonical work in the Western church, was 
evidently due not to the essential merit of the composition itself, or a knowledge of its history, 
but to the want of discrimination and conscientiousness on the part of those having to do with 
it. And that the Council of Trent should finally set its seal, not only on the book as such, 
but on Jerome’s so-called translation of the same, as from that time to be and to be treated 
as of inspired authority throughout the Roman Catholic church, did not alter its essential 
character in any respect,’ or reverse the true verdict of history respecting it, 
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Cuarter I. 


In the twelfth year of the reign of Nabuchodonosor, who reigned over the As- 
syrians* in Nineve, the great city, in the days of Arphaxad, who ? reigned over the 
Medes in Ecbatana,® and built at Ecbatana and round about it walls of hewn 
stones * three cubits broad and six cubits long, and made the height of the wall 
seventy cubits, and the breadth thereof fifty cubits, and set the towers thereof upon 
the gates of it, an hundred cubits /Aigh, and laid the foundation of them to the 
breadth of ® threescore cubits, and made® the gates thereof, even gates that were 
raised to the height of seventy cubits, and the breadth of them was forty cubits, for 
the going forth of his mighty armies, and for the setting in array of his footmen ; 
even in those days the king Nabuchodonosor made war with king Arphaxad in the 
great plain that is on’ the borders of Ragau. And there allied themselves with ® 
him all they that dwelt in the hill country, and all that dwelt by the® Euphrates, 
and the ® Tigris, and the*® Hydaspes, and in ” the plain of Arioch the king of the Ely- 
means; andmany” nations assembled themselves against the sons of Cheleud.? 

7 And Nabuchodonosor the king of the Assyrians sent unto all that dwelt in Persia, 
and to all that dwelt westward, and to those that dwelt in Cilicia, and Damascus, 

8 Libanus,” and Antilibanus, and ¢o all that dwelt upon the sea coast, and to those 
amongst the nations“ that were of Carmelus, and Galaad, and the upper ® Galilee, 

9 and the great plain of Esdrelom, and ¢o all that were in Samaria and the cities thereof, 
and beyond the ** Jordan unto Jerusalem, and Betane, and Chelus,” and Kades, and 
the river of Egypt, and Taphnas,’* and Ramesse, and the whole ® land of Gesem, 

10 until you come above* Tanis and Memphis, and fo all the inhabitants of Egypt, 
11 until you come to the borders of Ethiopia. And* all the inhabitants of the whole 
earth * made light of the commandment of Nabuchodonosor king of the Assyrians, 
neither went they with him to the battle, for they were not afraid of him, but * he 
was before them as one man;* and they sent back * his ambassadors from them: 

12 empty,” and with disgrace. And Nabuchodonosor was very angry with all this 
country, and swore * by his throne and kingdom, that he would surely ® be avenged 
upon all the borders ® of Cilicia, and Damascus, and Syria, that he would slay with 
his sword also all ® the inhabitants of the land of Moab, and the children of Am- 
mon, and all Judea, and all that were in Egypt, till yow come to the borders of 
13 the two seas. And he put his army ” in battle array against king Arphaxad in the 
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Vers. 1-38. —1A. V.: omits over the Assyrians (’Agovpiwy, in nearly all the authorities, but not in 52. 64. 249. Co. 
Ald.). 2 which. 4% Ecbatane. 4 in Ecbatane walls round about of stones hewn (ém’ ’E. kat Kvkdq, ete. The 
connective fails in IIT. 44. 64. 74. 106. 236. 248. 248. 249. Co. Ald.; 19. 108., ‘‘ built Ecbatana and enclosed it with walls, 
etc.) 5 the breadth thereof in the foundation. Fritzsche would emend the text. rec. by substituting avtav for 
avrys, after mAdros, since the towers and not the city must be referred to. So, too, in ver. 4. 

Vers. 4-8. —6 A. V.: he made. PERT GUING tos + which is the plainin. (III. X. 52. 64. 243. 248. 249. Old Lat. Co. 
Ald. supply redSiov. The text. rec. has simply rovré ear.) 8 came unto (Gr., cvvyvrycav mpds aitov; see Com.). 
9 omits the. 10 omits in. 1 Elymeans and very many. We omit opodpa after woAda, with II. III. X. Old Lat. 
22 A. V.: of the sons of Chelod, assembled themselves to battle (see Com.). For the reading xeAcovd are it. 23. 44. 58. 
and many others. The form of the word in the teat. rec. (and IT.) is ENCOUN, 3 A. V.: Then N. king .... and 
Libanus. IIT. 19. 58. 64. 74. 76. 108. Co. Ald. prefix kai. 14 Instead of rots e6vecr, which probably arose from a mis- 
translation (see Com.), rats éAcotv should probably be read. 1 A. V.: Carmel... . higher. 

Vers. 9-11. —16 A. V.: omits the. 17 Chellus (II. III. et al., XeAovs). 18 Taphnes. 19 all the. 20 beyond 
(Gr., éravw). 21 But. 2 land (teat. rec., nacav Thy yhv ; 19. 23. 53. 64. al. with Co. Ald. omit macav). 23 yea 
(Gr., add’). 24 With Fritzsche, we adopt eis after ®s avyp, from IIL. X. 19, 23. 52. and others, instead of tgos of the 
text. rec. (with II.). 25 A. V.: away. 26 without effect. ; os 7 

Vers. 12-16. — 27 A. V.: Therefore. % sware. 9 Fritzsche receives for et pyv of the text. rec., 7} pay. es sus- 
pects, however, that the true reading of the text. rec. was ei y- ; 30 A. V.: those coasts. 31 and (106. 108. Co.) oes 

... the sword all (108. Co.). 32 Then he marched .... with his power. The Greek might also be renilered: 
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seventeenth year, and he prevailed in his battle, and put to flight the whole army 4 
of Arphaxad, and all his horsemen, and all his chariots, and became lord of his 
14 cities; and he? came unto Ecbatana,®? and took the towers, and spoiled the streets 


15 thereof, and turned the beauty thereof into its shame. 


He took also Arphaxad in 


the mountains of Ragau, and smote him through with his spears,* and destroyed him 

16 utterly that day. And® he returned with them® to Nineve, both he and all his 
mixed troop,” being a very great multitude of men of war; and there he took his 
ease, and banqueted, doth he and his army, an hundred and twenty days. 


attacked with his army etc. (napetaéaro év TH Suvdjer avTod mpos ?A.). 
4 into (44. 71. 74. 76. 106. 236. omit avrjs) shame. . 


he. 3 Ecbatane. 


2 omits 
6 after- 


1A. V.: for he overthrew all the power. 
. . darts (Gr., ¢iBvvats). 5 So. 


ward. The words per’ avrav — probably on account of the difficulty of translating them —are omitted in 19. 108. Old 


Lat. Syr. Cf. Com. 


7 A. V.: company of sundry nations (ovppckros). 


CuarpTer I. 


Ver. 1. This verse is left incomplete on ac- 
count of along parenthetic statement beginning 
with verse second, the natural course of the nar- 
rative not being resumed till verse fifth. — In 
Nineve. Rather, in Babylon. Cf. Introduction, 
under the first heading. — Arphaxad. <A person 
of this name is mentioned in the canonical Scrip- 
tures (Gen. x. 22, 24; xi. 10) as the son of Shem 
and ancestor of Eber; and it is an interesting 
fact that Josephus held him to be the ancestor of 
the Chaldeans (Antig., 1, 6, § 4). The Median 
king who is here so called is thought by some to 
be identical with Déioces, by others with his son, 
Phraortes; while Niebuhr regards the word as 
but another form of Astyages (Ashdahak), a com- 
mon title of the rulers of Media. Cf. Winer, 
Realwérterb.; Schenkel’s Bib. Lex., ad voc. 

Vers. 2-4, Ecbatana. There were two Ec- 
batanas: one in the north, the other in the south, 
of Media. The latter is doubtless meant. Ac- 
cording to the text of the Vulgate Arphaxad 
built the entire city ; according to the other texts, 
only the fortifications. But, asa matter of fact, 
it is not probable that Ecbatana ever had any 
walls of the character here described. Rawlin- 
son says: “The Medes and Persians appear to 
have been in general content to establish in each 
town a fortified citadel or stronghold, round 
which the houses were clustered, without super- 
adding the further defense of a strong wall. 
[Modern researches have discovered no signs of 
town walls at any of the old Persian or Median 
sites.]| Ecbatana, accordingly, seems never to 
have stood a siege. [It yielded at once to Cyrus, 
to Alexander, and to Antiochus the Great.] When 
the nation which held it was defeated in the open 
field, the city [unlike Babylon or Nineveh] sub- 
mitted to the conqueror without astruggle. ‘Thus 
the marvelous description in the Book of Judith, 
which is internally very improbable, would ap- 
pear to be entirely destitute of any, even the 
slightest, foundation in fact.” See Ancient Mon., 
ii. 268. The northern Ecbatana or Gaza, at a 
period considerably later in the time of the Sas- 
sanians, was indeed surrounded with a strong 
wall, which, was guarded by numerous bastions, 
and pierced by gateways; but there is no evi. 
dence that this was ever true of the Median 
city. 

Ver. 5. Ragau (Rages, Rhages). It was the 
city next in importance to the two Ecbatanas in 
ancient Media, and was situated at the extreme 
eastern part of the empire. It was the name 
also given to a considerable district within which 
the city lay. If there be any historical truth at 








the basis of the present narrative at this point, 
it may rest on the fact that the Median rebel 
Phraortes fled to this place after his defeat by 
Darius Hystaspis. Cf. Rawlinson in Smith’s 
Bib. Dict., art. “Rages;” and Ancient Mon., iii. 
412. 

Ver. 6. Allied themselves with him, i.e., 
Nabuchodonosor. The Greek here is ovyqyrncav 
mpds airdy. ‘The verb is used ina friendly as well 
as in a hostile sense; here, evidently in the for- 
mer. They responded to his summons to act as 
his auxiliaries in this war.— Hydaspes. Not 
likely the river in India of this name, but pos- 
sibly the same as the Choaspes in Susiana. ‘The 
Romans, in fact, sometimes gaye the river Cho- 
aspes thisname. See Winer, Realwérterb., ad voc. 
— Arioch. Ci, Gen--xivs 1,95 Danse ee 
Elymeans. Cf. Gen. xiv. 9. The country which 
to the Jews was known as Elam was called also 
Cissia or Susiana, and lay on the opposite side of 
the Tigris from Babylon. — Assembled them- 
selves against the sons of Cheleud, cis rapdr- 
aki vidv XeAcovd. It has been conjectured that 
Cheleud is a corruption for Xaady, 7. e., Ktesi- 
phon. Ewald, on the other hand, thinks that the 
word is a nickname for the Syrians; namely, 
“sons of the moles,” that is, “trench diggers ” 
(12M) De Wette translates, with the A. V., 
“from the sons of Cheleud.” And Wolf (Com., ad 
loc.) supposes it to be a rendering of AAD 2a, 
and would translate “sons of the army,” or 
freely, ‘‘ born soldiers.” 

Ver. 7, Of the lands to the West which are 
first mentioned in general terms, Damascus and 
Cilicia are by way of example particularly speci- 
fied. The writer seems to have Palestine all the 
while in view, and, when he reaches it, accords to 
it a much more detailed description. — Tpbs due: 
pats. Lit., toward the settings, the genitive nAlov 
being understood. — Cilicia. This was the most 
southeasterly province of Asia Minor nearest to 
Syria, whose principal city is next mentioned. 
—Libanus and Antilibanus. Libanus is the 
Greek form of the word Lebanon. ‘The word 
Antilibanus is not elsewhere found in the Bible 
(cf. Josh. xiii. 5). The region indicated is usually 
known as Ceele-Syria, “the hollow Syria,” taking 
its name from the valley, about a hundred miles 
long, which lay between Lebanon and Anti- 
Lebanon. 


Ver. 8, Among the nations. Vaihinger (Her- 
zog’s Real-Encyk., art. “ Judith”) and others dis- 


cover here a failure in translation ; WOY2 having 
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been read instead of ‘)3. “among the cities.” 


Cf. Textual Notes. —Carmelus. The Carmel 
meant is doubtless the well-known Mount Carmel 
so celebrated in Jewish history through its con- 
nection with scenes in the life of the prophet Elijah. 
It lay on the Mediterranean, There was another 
Carmel (cf. Josh. xv. 55) in the mountainous 
country of Judah.— Galaad. This is the Greek 
form of the word Gilead. — Upper Galilee, i. ¢., 
the country north of Carmel and west of the 
Jordan.— And the great plain of Esdrelom. 
This word has different forms even in the present 
book. At iii. 9, iv. 6, it is Esdraelon; at vii. 3, 
Esdraelom, in the “received text,” although some 
good manuscripts (X.) have an y instead of pas 
the last letter. It is the Greek form of the He- 
brew word Jezreel, and the name is given to the 
plain in honor of the old city which occupied its 
eastern extremity. 
Ver. 9. Samaria, 7. e., the district, and not the 
city. — And beyond the Jordan. Here this 
hrase means, not as commonly the country east 
of the Jordan, but that lying west of the river. — 
Betane. This place is not easily identified. Mo- 
yers, followed by Fritzsche, Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, 
and other authorities, think that the Beth-anoth 
of Josh. xy. 59 is meant, —a place in the moun- 
tainous district of Judah. According to Rawlin- 
son (Herod., ii. 460) the Batanea, or Betana, of 
the Greeks, the Basan of the Jews, and ancient 
capital of the kingdom of Og, is intended (see 


identify it with Chalutza (Elusa),— Kades. Pos- 
sibly the Kedesh (Ww?) of Josh. xv. 23,— 
Taphnas. A frontier fortification near Pelusium 
and the “ Daplinz Pelusixw ” of Herod., ii. 30, 107. 


—Ramesse. Probably the chief city of the land 
of Goshen in Egypt.— Gesem. Goshen. 


Ver. 10. Tanis. Thought to be identical with 
the ancient Zoan. 
Ver. 11. ’EgataAicay, made light of. See also 


xi. 2, 22; and Xen., Mem., i. 6, 9. baddos (pdrad- 
pos) is akin to madpos (Lat., paulus), evil, bad, and 
then worthless. 

Ver. 12. Swore by his throne and kingdom, 
i, é., that as surely as he was king he would do it, 
— Judea. Here meant to include the whole of © 
Palestine. — The borders of the two seas. The 
two arms of the Nile are meant (Astaboras and 
Astapus), called by the Arabs, respectively, ‘the 
white sea” and “‘ the blue sea.” 

Ver. 15. Destroyed him utterly that day. 
Lit., “to that day” (€ws ris nuépas exelrns), 2. e., 
from the day of the battle to the day when he 
pierced him through with a spear. Gaab would 
read jas, morning, for éws, until; but it is quite 
unnecessary. 

Ver. 16. We have translated, with Fritzsche, 
Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, and other authorities, per’ 
avtav, by “with them,” instead of by ‘‘after- 
ward,” asthe A. V. It probably refers loosely to 
the prisoners and booty taken in this series of 
battles. A failure to understand it may have 


Num. xxi. 33).— Chelus. Supposed by some to 


led to its omission in some manuscripts (249. 
be the Halhul of Josh. xv. 58. Others would 


Co.). 





CHAPTER II. 


1 wp in the eighteenth year, the two and twentieth day of the first month, there 
was talk in the palace! of Nabuchodonosor king of the Assyrians, that he would? 
as he said, avenge himself on all the earth. And he called together all his ser- 
yvants,? and all his nobles, and communicated with them respecting his secret plan, 
and fully set forth the entire wickedness of the earth with his mouth.* And they 
decided on the destruction of* all flesh, that did not obey the commandment of his 
mouth. And it came to pass ° when he had fully ended his plan,’ Nabuchodono- 
sor king of the Assyrians called Olophernes the chief general® of his army, who 2 
was next unto him, and said unto him, 

5 hus saith the great king, the lord of the whole earth, Behold, thou shalt go 
forth from my presence, and take with thee men that trust in their strength,” of 
footmen to the number of an hundred and twenty thousand, and a multitude” of 

6 horses with their riders twelve thousand; and thou shalt go against all the west 

7 country, because they disobeyed the order of my mouth.* And thou shalt bid 
them make ready ® earth and water, for I will go forth in my wrath against 
them, and will cover the whole face of the earth with the feet of mine army, and 

8 I will give them for a spoil unto them ; and their wounded * shall fill their valleys 

9 and brooks, and the overflowing river shall be filled with their dead”; and I will 


me oo bw 


Vers. 1-4. —1 A. V.: house. 2 should. 8 So he called unto him all his officers (Gr., kat cuvexddeoe mavras TOUS 
Fritzsche thinks that, in giving this verb, the translator read 715° when he should have read 
4A. V.: them his secret counsel, and concluded the afflicting of the whole earth out of 


5 Then they decreed to destroy. 6 omits it came 


Oepdmovras avTou). 
mdr, to reveal, disclose. 
his own mouth (Gr., cvveréAece Tacav Thy Kakiav THs y7s, etc.). 
éyeveTo). 7 counsel. 8 captain. 9 which. 
ee Oa 2) 10 A. V.: ownstrength. 1 footmen an (so 44. 106.). . . . the number. 122 my commandment (64. 
243. 248. Co. Ald., év ro pyjare pov). 18 declare unto them that they prepare for me (58. 64. 243. 248. 249. Co. Ald. add 
pou), 4480 that their slain (Gr., tpavpariat ; see Com.at 1 Macc.i. 18), 4% theriver shall be filled with their dead till it 
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10 lead their’ captives to the utmost parts of all the earth. But go thou? forth, and 
take beforehand for me all their frontier; *® and if they will yield themselves unto 
thee, thou shalt also watch them closely * for me till the day of their punishment. 

11 But concerning them that rebel, let not thine eye spare, to deliver ® them to 

12 slaughter and spoil in all thy land. For as I live, and by the power of my king- 

13 dom, I have spoken, and I will do these things® by mine hand. And thou more- 
over" transgress none of the commandments of thy lord, but accomplish them fully, 
as I have commanded thee, and defer not to do them. 

14 And §® Olophernes went forth from the presence of his lord, and called all the chief 

15 men® and the generals, and officers! of the army of Assur; and he mustered 
chosen “ men for battle,” as his lord had commanded him, unto an hundred and 

16 twenty thousand, and twelve thousand archers on horseback. And he ranged them 

17 as a great army is set in battle array.“* And he took camels and asses and mules # 
for their baggage,” a very great number; and sheep and oxen and goats without 

18 number for their sustenance ;*° and plenty of victuals” for every man of the army, 

19 and very much gold and silver out of the king’s palace.’* And he and all his power 
went forth * upon the way to go before king Nabuchodonosor,” and to cover all the 
face of the earth westward with their chariots, and horsemen, and their chosen foot- 

20 men. The great mixed troop also went “ with them like locusts, and like the sand 

21 of the earth, for the multitude of them” was without number. And they went 
forth from * Nineve three days’ journey toward the plain of Bectileth, and pitched 
from Beectileeth™ near the mountain * which is at the left hand of the upper Cilicia. 

22 And he took all his army, the footmen, and the horsemen, and his chariots,” and 

23 went from thence into the hill country. And he put to flight “ Phud and Lud, and 
spoiled all the children of Rassis,” and the children of Ismael, who ” were before 2° 

24 the wilderness at the south of the land of the Chelleans.?! And ® he went over the ® 
Euphrates, and went through Mesopotamia, and destroyed all the fortified ** cities 

25 that were upon the river Abrona,® till you come to the sea. And he took the borders 
of Cilicia,.and put to flight *° all that resisted him, and came to the borders of Ja- 

26 pheth, which were toward the south, over against Arabia. He compassed also all 
the children of Madiam,” and burnt up their tents,®* and spoiled their sheepcotes. 

27 And*® he went down into the plain of Damascus in the time of wheat harvest, and 
burnt up all their crops,” and destroyed their flocks and herds, also he spoiled their 
cities, and utterly wasted their fields,*! and smote all their young men with the edge 

28 of the sword. And* fear and dread of him fell upon all the inhabitants of the sea 
coast, who* were in Sidon and Tyrus, and on “ them that dwelt in Sur and Ocina, 
and all that dwelt in Jemnaan; and they that dwelt in Azotus and Ascalon “ feared 
him greatly. 

overflow (Gr. rorapos émuxAvGwv Tols vexpois avtov mAnpwOcera). 1 them. * Thou, therefore, shalt go (Gr., ov 58 

efeAPav mpoxaradyyy).  § coasts. 4 shalt reserve them. 5 them; but put (Gr., Sovvac). ® the slaughter, and 


spoil them wheresoever thou goest . . . . whatsoever (as 52. 64. 243. 248. Go. Ald.) I have spoken, that (rd, 55. 74. 77. 236.) 
will I do. 


Vers. 13-18.—7 A. V.: take thou heed that thou (@r., cat od 8¢; but 71. Co. omit xa‘). § Then. ® governors 
(Suvdoras). 10 and captains, and the (19.) officers. 11 the chosen. 12 the battle. (For éxéAevoev X. IIT. 19. 
52. 58 have mpocéraégev.) 18 ordered for the war (Gr., dv tpdiov moAguov TAnG0s ovvTagcerat). 14 omits and mules 
(with 52. 64. 71. 74. 76. 106. 248. 248. Co. Ald.). 19 carriages. 16 provision. 17 victual. 18 house. 

Vers. 19-22. —19 A. V.: Then he went forth and all his power. 2 to g0 before king N. inthe voyage. 2 A great 
multitude also of sundry countries came. 22 omits of them (avrar). 2 of. 24 Bectileth, Bexred€0, is found in 
III. 28. 55. 64. 243. 28. Co. Ald. 5 After dpous, 58. has *Ayyiov ; Old Lat., Agge (Cod. Corb. as Vulg., Ange). 26 A, V.: 
Then. . . . his footmen, and horsemen, and chariots. 

Vers. 23-25. — 27 A, V.: destroyed (duecowe, lit., cut through’). 3 Rasses. We find ‘Pacceés in II. III. 23. 64. 
Ald. ; X. has ’Paagceis ; Old Lat., Thiras et Rasis (Cod. Corb. and Vulg., Tharsis, #. e., Tarsus). 29 A. V.: which, 
80 toward. 1 Chellians (Fritzsche adopts from X. III. Xedewy; Il. 108. 68. 19. Syr., XadSaiwv), 82 Then 
83 omits the. ‘thigh. 85 Arbonai. This form is supported by 64. and some other MSS., with Go. Ald. The Old 
Lat. eee pone Corb. and Vulg., Mambre). 86 A. V.: killed (Gr., xarékowe). See ver, 23. 

Vers. 26-28. — 37 A. V.; Madian. This is the form found in the text. rec., but Fritzsche properly adopt: a, 

II. TI. X. 23.58.71. 38 A. V.: tabernacles (Gr., oxynvepara). 89 Then. 40 fields Gaebeen : roe a foe 


here ‘‘ crops’). 41 countries (Gr., media; cf. preceding). #2 Therefore the. The article is wanting before the 
words “fear ” and “ dread ” respectively, in II. X. 23., while X. has avrod after the former, instead of the latter word, 
as in the teat. rec. 4 A. V.; coasts, which 44 omits on. 45 After Ascalon, X. 58. Syr. Old Lat. add “and in 


Gaza.” 
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CHAPTER II. 


Ver. 1. The first month. The month Nisan, 
— or Abib, as it was called before the Exile, — 
answering nearly to our April. Cf. Beilage i., in 
Schiirer’s Neutest. Zeitgeschichte, p. 669. As the 
campaign was to be carried on in a mountainous 
region, it could not have well begun before this 
time. See, however, verse 27. 

Ver. 2. His secret plan, 7. ¢., the resolution 
which he had privately made. 

Ver. 4. Olophernes. The form of the word 
inthe Vulgate is Holofernes. Inthe Old Latin it 
is “Olofernes,” which conforms better with the 
Greek. Its meaning is uncertain. It occurs also 
in Cappadocian history about B. 0, 350. 

Ver. 7. Make ready earth and water. These 
were the symbols of a full and unconditional sur- 
render. Cf. Herod., vi. 48, 49; Liv., xxxv. 17. 
The speech of Nebuchodonosor is intentionally 
clothed in the most boastful language, in order to 
enhance the more the greatness of the delivery 
which Israel experienced. 

Ver. 12. “Or: (@y, for by my life. An excep- 
tional employment of the participle. Winer (p. 
354) calls it a Hellenizing of the Hebrew infini- 
tive absolute. Cf. Thiersch, De Pentateuchi Ver. 
Alex., p. 164 ff. 

Ver. 14. The word translated “ governors” in 
the A. V., by us “chief men,” is duvdoras, and 
refers, it would seem, to the rulers of the differ- 
ent provinces. The other officers mentioned are 
of inferior rank. Cf. ix. 3; Wisd. v. 23, viii. 11; 
Ecclus. iv. 27, vii. 6, x. 3, 24, xi. 6, xiii. 9, xx xviii. 
33, xli. 17 ; 2 Mace. ix. 25; 3 Mace. vi. 4. 

Ver. 15. An army of one hundred and twenty 
thousand infantry and twelve thousand cavalry 
would not seem to be an extravagantly large one, 
but quite in keeping with the circumstances. 

Ver. 16. By the twelve thousand “ archers on 
horseback,” Wolf thinks Scythians are referred 
to. But the bow was the usual Oriental weapon, 
tégou pia being sometimes used symbolically for 
the Persians, in distinction from Adyxns icxus for 
the Greeks. Cf. Asch., Pers., 147. 

Ver. 19. With their chariots. Only persons 
of rank fought in chariots, it being regarded the 
most honorable form of warfare, as it was also 
the safest. For a description of the Assyrian 
war chariot, see Ancient Mon., i. 406 ff. 

Ver. 20. This “mixed troop” may simply 
have been soldiers not fully or regularly armed. 

Ver. 21. Toward the plain of Bectileth. 
This wora may possibly be a corrupted form of 
Bekaa, which is the name of a valley between the 
two chains of Lebanon. The different manu- 
scripts give other forms of the word: Bexti(7,€)- 
Ad(e€)0, also, Taxradaid, and the Old Latin “ Bithi- 
lat” and “ Bethulia.” Wolf conjectures that a 
part of the Taurus chain of mountains is meant, 
from which the Sultan-su takes its rise. He says: 
“The high table-land, Malatia, was the most 
desirable starting-point for operations in the 
direction of Asia Minor, since from here roads 
into the interior of all the regions west and north 
would be open [?], while the fruitfulness of the 
district would at the same time furnish the army 
and its herds of cattle rich sustenance.” Com., 

.91. But this place was at least three hundred 
English miles from Nineveh. How, then, could 
such an army reach it in a three days’ march? 
To meet this difficulty, this critic is obliged to 
make other wholly groundless suppositions. 





Ver. 23. Phud and Lud. The first name 
seems to refer to the Libyans, and the second is 
held by some to designate the Lydians (cf. Gen. 
x. 6; 1 Chron. i. 8; Is. lxvi. 19; Jer xlvi. 9; 
Ezek. xxx. 5). But it is more likely, from the 
manner in which the latter name is used in the 
Scriptures in connection with Cush and Phut, 
that it also was some African people in the neigh- 
borhood of Egypt.. In one of his prophecies 
(cf. xxvii. 10; xxx. 5; xxxviii. 5) Ezekiel pre- 
dicts the overthrow of Cush, Phud, and Lud, as 
being the auxiliaries of Egypt, and at the same 
time with it. With what propriety, then, are 
these people mentioned here? If they are not 
entirely out of place, the least unreasonable sup- 
position would perhaps be that they are either 
colonists or mercenaries employed against the 
forces of Assyria. Wolf thinks Cholcians are 
meant by Phud, and by Lud the Lydians to the 
west. — Children of Rassis. Gesenius would 
identify Rosh (or ‘Pés, which is probably but an- 
other form of the present word, and occurs in 
Ezek. xxxviii. 2, 3; xxxix. 1) with a tribe which 
was located to the north of the Taurus, and was 
the beginning of the present Russian people. 
Wolf (Com., p. 95 f.), who, as in the case of Phud 
and Lud just noticed, is obliged to make the 
most violent conjectures in his attempts to har- 
monize the statements of our book with geo- 
graphical and historical facts, accepting the read- 
ing of the Old Latin, regards Thiras (Thars) as 
but another name for Tarsus (Cilicia), while 
Rassis (Rosos) is Rhosus, situated on the Gulf of 
Issus! It would seem to be a sufficient objection 
to this supposition that any part of Cilicia is 
meant, that in verse twenty-fifth it is spoken of as 
having been subsequently overrun and ravaged 
by the Assyrian general. Cf. arts. “ Rasses”’ and 
“Rosh” in Smith’s Bib. Dict., and “Ros” in 
Schenkel’s Bib. Lex. — Sons of Ismael, Bedouins 
of Northern Arabia, to the south of Babylon. — 
Of the land of the Chelleans. — A few MSS. 
only (including IL.) read Xaddatwy for XedAalwv 
(XeAAewy, XeAewv). It is doubtless a correction. 
And that it restores the true reading of the origi- 
nal is very questionable. . The word seems rather 
to point back to the Chellus (Chalutza, Elusa) of 
i. 9, and the people must be sought for in the 
vicinity of Kades. 

Ver. 24. Went over the Euphrates. He 
recrossed it to go into Southern Mesopotamia. — 
The river Abrona. Possibly the river “ Chabo- 
ras,” as Grotius and others suppose. The con- 
jecture of Movers, that it was not a proper name 


at all, but stands for ViT3FI N2Y, beyond the river, 
7. e., the Euphrates, has little to support it. 


Ver, 25. Borders of Japheth. Here still we 
must venture forwards uncertainly. Possibly the 
borders which separated the Sinaitic and Japhetic 
peoples are meant. Wolf thinks that he is able 
to fix the place exactly, and indicates the high 
table-land in the vicinity of the mountain range 
Hauran. 

Ver. 26. Madiam, ?.e., Midian. 

Ver. 27. In the time of wheat harvest. This 
came generaily in the month Abib (April); but, 
as Wolf supposes, it may have been somewhat 
later than in Palestine, but hardly so late as June. 
He thinks that Olophernes set out on his expedi- 
tion in April, and had his headquarters in the 
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plain of Malatia (Bectileth) until September, | ply Dor (77), a seaport town near Carmel. 
and made the rest of the campaign to Damascus) Qcina was also most likely a seaport town (Accho), 
between September and June. But the text gives|now better known by the name Ptolemais. — 
us no other indications of the time which had| zemnaan. It was, as it would seem, the Philis 


elapsed than the 22d day of the first month in tine city Jabneh (19D), cf. 2 Chron. xxv. 6). 


chapter ii., and the fact of its being the time of : 27 

when harvest when the victorious army reached | which lay on the Mediterranean. — Azotus (Ash- 

Damascus. — Utterly wasted. Cf. Luke xx.18:|dod) and Ascalon (Ashkelon). They were like- 
wise cities of the Philistines. The former was 


Amphoe. addy: “orind him to powder.” Here} w e 
the still more emphatic éEeAlxunoe is used. situated about midway between Gaza and Joppa, 
and the latter further to the south. 


Ver. 28. Sur and Ocina. Sur is also given 
as Sud insome MSS. But the place was prob- 








Cuaprer III. 


1,2 Anp! they sent ambassadors unto him with words of peace, saying, Behold, 
we the servants of Nabuchodonosor the great king lie before thee ; use us as it 
is? good in thy sight. Behold, our farm-houses,’ and every place of ours,” and 
every field® of wheat, and the ° flocks, and the’ herds, and all the folds of our 
tents, lie before thy face ; use them as it may please thee. Behold, also ® our cities 
and the inhabitants thereof are thy servants; come and deal with them as it 1s good 
in thy sight.” And the men came to Olophernes, and reported unto him according to 
these words." And he came down upon the sea coast, both he and his army, and set 
garrisons in the fortified ” cities, and took out of them chosen men as auxiliaries.”* 
And“ they and all their country round about received him with garlands, and 
dances, and” timbrels. And he?® cast down all” their frontiers,® and cut 
down their groves; and his thought was’ to destroy all the gods of the land, 
that all nations might ® worship Nabuchodonosor only, and that all tongues and all 
their tribes might * call upon him as god. And” he came over against Esdraelon 
near unto Dotea, which is over against the great saw of Judwa.* And he pitched 
between Geebe * and Scythopolis, and there he tarried a whole month, that he might 
gather together all the baggage *° of his army. 


on lors rs (ss) 


Vers. 1-5.—1A. V.: So. 2 to treat of peace ... . shall be. 3 houses (Gr., at émavAes). 4 all our places. 
Fritzsche receives into his text the words kal was rozos (aypds, 58. Syr. Old Lat.) nuey from IIT. 19. 28. 52. 64. 74. al. 
with Co. Ald. Old Lat. (Cod. Corb.), which are wanting in the text. rec. 5 A. V.: allour fields. - © omits the. 


7 omits the. 8 lodges (Gr., pavdpar). 9 pleaseth (58. 106.) ... . even. 10 seemeth good unto thee. 11 So 
-... declared .... this manner. 

Vers. 6,7.—12 A. V.: Then came he down toward... . high. 13 for aid (Gr., eis ovupaxiav). 14 So. 
15 the country (Gr., raca 7 mwepixwpos avtHv; the pronoun is omitted by 28. 44. 71. 76. 106.)....them.... with 


dances, and with. 

Ver. 8.— 16 A. V.: Yet he did. 17 omits all. 18 It is probable that ra tepd should be read for 7a dpta (see iv. 1), 
although it has no MS, authority. It would seem that the translator mistook the word in the original. 19 AL YV.: 
for he had decreed. For cal Av X. 58. Old Lat. Syr. (as A. V.) have 6r. Hv. The reading, deSouevor, instead of SeSoyuévov, 
is also supported by IT. as well as by III. X. 19. 58. 71. al. with Old Lat. Syr., cited by Fritzsche. Hither would givea 
good sense, but the former might easily have sprung from the latter through an error of a copyist. 20 A. V.: should. 
21 and tribes should. The word waéca: is omitted before “ their tribes,” in ITI. 19. 23. 55. 58. 64. 108. 248., and many 
other Codd., with Co. Ald., and seems out of place ; but it was probably found in the original text, 

Vers. 9, 10.—# A. V.: Also. 23 Judea, over (marg., Dotea; Dothan, Junius). The A. Y. follows the Aldine 
text. A. V.: strait (see Com.) of Judea. 25 Geba. The teat. rec. has TarBat; X. 64., ya.Bav; III. rorBav; 19. 
108., yeBadA ; 58. 23., yaBar. 26 A. V.: carriages. 


CuarTer III. 


Ver. 4. ’Anayray, deal with. This is a later “iw. It was for a long time a great puzzle to 
Mace. if oe the word. Cf. 2 Mace. vii. 89; 3 scholars, both on account of the corruption of 


fi D 3 “ ” 2 
Ver. 8. Cut down their groves, 7. e., The otea into “Judea” and the singular word 


sacred groves in which the idols of the people 
were to be found. Cf. 1 Kings xii. 10; xv. 13; 2 
Chron. xiv. 3. 

Ver. 9. Near Dota (Dothan). See Gen. 
xxxvii. 17. This place still bears its ancient name. 
It is situated four or five miles south of Jenim and 
but a short distance from the plain of Esdraelon. 
— Over against the great saw of Judea, The 
word mplwy, saw, is thought to be a mistranslation 


of WA, plain, for which the translator read 


mptovos found in the text. It was Reland who 
first suggested the idea of a mistaken transla- 
tion. 

Ver. 10. Geebe and Scythopolis. The first 
place has been thought by some to be Gilboa 
(Fritzsche), by others, “Geba,” on the road be- 
tween Samaria and Jenim. Scythopolis, “ city of 
the Scythians,” is given as the synonym of Beth- 
shean or Bethshan in the LXX., and is the place 





now known as Beisan, It was the largest of the 
ten cities and the only one west of the Jordan. 
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CHAPTER IV. ‘ 


1 AND the children of Israel, that dwelt in Judea, heard of! all that Olophernes the 
chief general” of Nabuchodonosor king of the Assyrians had done to the nations, 
and after what manner he had spoiled all their temples, and brought them to nought. 
And* they were exceedingly afraid before ‘ him, and were troubled for Jerusalem, 
and for the temple of the Lord their God; for they had but just come up ® from the 
Captivity, and all the people of Judwa had been ° lately gathered together, and the 
vessels, and the altar, and the temple sanctified from” the profanation. And * they 
sent into all the border of Samaria and villages,® and to Bethoron, and Belmen, 
and Jericho, and to Choba, and Asora, and to the valley of Salem, and possessed 
themselves beforehand of all the tops of the high mountains, and walled about 
the villages on” them, and laid in provisions as a preparation for! war; for 
their fields were of late reaped. And Joacim, the high priest, who was in those 
days in Jerusalem, wrote to them that dwelt in Betulua, and Betomesthem, which 
7 is over against Esdraelon before the plain™ near to Dothaim, charging them to 
occupy * the passages of the hill country, for by them was the entrance into 
Juda ; and it was easy to stop them that were coming up," because the passage 
8 was strait, for two men at the most. And the children of Israel did as Joacim the 
high priest and the council” of all the people of Israel, who” dwelt at Jerusa- 
9 lem had commanded them. And” every man of Israel cried to God with great 
10 fervency, and with great fervency * did they humble their souls, doth they, and their 
wives, and their little ones,” and their cattle; and every stranger and hireling,* 
11 and their servants bought with money, put sackcloth upon their loins. And every 
man and woman of Israel and the children that dwelt in** Jerusalem prostrated 
themselves* before the temple, and cast ashes upon their heads, and spread out 
12 their sackcloth before the Lord, and put*™ sackcloth about the altar. And 
they * cried to the God of Israel all with one consent earnestly, that he would not 
give their little ones® for a prey, and their wives for a spoil, and the cities of 
their inheritance to destruction, and the sanctuary to profanation and reproach, 
13 an object of sport to the nations.** And the Lord heard their cry,” and looked 
upon their afiliction.*® And*™ the people fasted many days in all Judea and Je- 
14 rusalem before the sanctuary ® of the Lord Almighty. And Joacim the high priest 
and all the priests that stood before the Lord, and they who * ministered unto the 
Lord, their loins being ® girt with sackcloth, offered*® the daily burnt, offerings, 
15 with the vows and the free gifts of the people. And they ® had ashes on their 
mitres; and they ® cried unto the Lord with all their power, that he would look 
upon all the house of Israel graciously. 


oO e CbD 


op) 


Vers. 1-4.—1A.V.: Now....heard. captain. % Therefore. 4of. 5 were newly returned (Gr., mpoc- 
dadtws ioav avaBeBnxortes). 6 were. 7 house sanctified after. 8 Therefore. 9 coasts... . the villages. Fritz- 
sche adopts kpas (text. rec., Kwvds, a8 proper name) from III. 248. 248. 249. Co. Ald.; 58. has eis ras kup. ; II. 44., 
cova ; X. xwdd; 19.108., xecAd. 19 A.V.: Bethoron.... Esora . . . . and fortified the villages that were in. 

Vers. 5, 6. —11 A. V.: up victuals for the provision of, etc. (Gr., els Tapackevyny moAEMOv). 12 Also... . which. 
18 Bethulia and Betomestham. Here II. has the form BacrovAova, like the other Codd., though commonly the form in 
this MS. is BarrvAova ; X., BartovAia. 14 A. Y.: toward the open country (marg., plain). 

Vers. 7, 9. —% A. V.: keep (Gr., Staxaracxetv). 16 there was an entrance. Wv that would come (mpooBaivovras). 
18 high priest had commanded them with the ancients (marg., governors). The Codd. 44, 71. al. insert mpoonvgato 
before 7 yepovcia. 19 A. V.: which. 20 Then. 21 yehemency. (For exrevia, near the close, 19. 58. Old Lat., - 
offer vyoteia ; cf. Ps. xxxv. 18. The change was probably due, however, to the fact that éxreviq occurs just before. 
Cod. X. omits the whole phrase.) 

Vers. 10-12, — 22 A. V.: their children (cf. ver. 12.)  °3 Instead of the article before proOwrds (as text. rec.), Fritasche 

~ adopts «ai, as found in ITI. X. 19. 23. 55. 58. 64., ete., with Syr.Co. Ald. 4 A. V.: Thus. 25 omits of Israel (so 


52. 64. 243. 248. 249. Co. Ald.). 26 little children (Gr., radia, but see ver. 12, ra vyjma), and the inhabitants of. 
Fritzsche would strike out the xai, with IT. 58. 74. 108. 248. Old Lat. Syr. 27 A. V.: fell. 28 the face of the 
Lord ; also they put. 29 omits they. 80 children (see preceding ver.). 81 and for the nations to rejoice at. 
Vers. 13-15. —82.A. V.: So God (64. 243. 248. Co. Ald.) . ... prayers. 33 looked upon their afflictions (II. has 
ecedev, With an w over the first letter, ?.c., ws eldev). 34 for. 35 God. X. supplies émecvov before kara mpoawmov TOV 
ayiwv. 8 A, V.: which. 37 had their loins girt. 8 andoffered. andfree....and.  * omits they. 


CuapTer IV. 


Ver. 2. It is to be noticed that the temple has| Ver. 3. To make the point just noticed still 
been already restored. This took place cir. B. c. | more certain, we read here that the people had 
520. just returned from the Captivity. See Introd, 
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under “ Historical Difficulties.” It is said, more- 
over, that the vessels of the altar of the house had 
been sanctified from the profanation (by Antio- 
chus Epiphanes?). Cf. Herzfeld, i. 319. 

Ver. 4. Sent into all the border of Samaria. 
The Samaritans at this time were a mixed people 
whom the king of Babylon had established in the 
country after depopulating it of its original inhab- 

.itants. They were idolaters. They had not been 
allowed to participate in the rebuilding of the tem- 
ple, and were on terms of the bitterest hostility 
with the Jews at the time when the supposed 
events here recorded took place. Hence the state- 
ment before us is not alittle surprising, as well as 
suggestive. Many hold it for an unmistakable 
evidence of alate date for our work. — Beethoron. 
There were two places of this name, an upper and 
alower. They still survive in what is known as 
Beit’-dr, a little to the northwest of Jerusalem, — 
Belmen. A place apparently in the neighborhood 
of Dothaim. Cf. vii. 3,— And to Choba. Prob- 
ably the same as Chobai (cf. xv. 4, 5), and may 


be the Hobah (72357) of Gen. xiv. 15, a place 
north of Damascus. — Agsora. As it would seem 
for the Hebrew 20, Hazor. The Syriac has 


a 
the reading, Bethchorn, 7. e. Bethoron. — And to 
the valley of Salem. Thought by some to be 
the plain of Saron, the “ Sharon” of the Old Tes- 
tament. Others (Smith’s 7b. Dict.) refer it to 
the broad plain of the Mukhna, which stretches 
from Ebal to Gerizim. 

Ver. 6. One MS. (58.) calls this high priest, 
here and in verse 8, *IA:axefu. This name is not to 
be found in the list of the names of the high priests 
given in 1 Chron. vi., and it is not likely that the 








Eliakim mentioned in 2 Kings xviii. 18, was ever 
raised to this dignity. Onthe theory that the book 
before us is in the main fictitious, the title ‘‘ Joa- 
cim,” 7. e. “the Lord hath set up,” would be an 
appropriate one for the character. — Betulua and 
Betomesthem. The name which designates the 
scene of the principal events of our book does not 
elsewhere occur. Its derivation has been sought 
in various Hebrew words, but most generally in 
TPUANA, i. e., “virgin of the Lord.” Possibly 
the author changed the name of some other place 
into Betulua in order to answer the requirements 
of his story. Its location would seem to be given 
with sufficient definiteness, but all attempts to fix 
its exact site have hitherto failed. The other 
place mentioned was in the vicinity of Betulua, 
but its actual position remains also unknown. 


Vers. 9-11. ‘The law of Moses provided for 
only one public, strict fast in a year (Lev. xvi. 
29 ff.). After the Exile the occasions for fasting 
were greatly multiplied and were reckoned at last, 
with the rise of the Pharisaic spirit, among the 
most meritorious of good works. Cf. Keil, Ar- 
chadl., p. 353. 

Ver. 12. Cities of their inheritance, 7. e. the 
cities of the land which they had inherited, Cf. 
Keelus. xlvi. 8; 1 Macc. xv. 33, 34. 

Vers. 14,15. According to the Vulgate the high 
priest Joacim went about and admonished the peo- 
ple to continue their fasting and praying as the 
surest way of finding deliverance. — Their mi- 
tres. Both the high priest and the ordinary 
priests wore crowns, the latter being of linen and 
somewhat simple in form and ornamentation, the 
former highly ornamented and costly. 





CHAPTER V. 


1 _Awp it was reported to'Olophernes, chief general 1 of the army of Assur, that the 
children of Israel had prepared for war, and had shut up the passages of the hill 
country, and walled about every high mountain top,” and had laid impediments 
in the plains.? And* he was very angry, and called all the princes of Moab, and 
the generals ® of Ammon, and all governors of the sea coast, and said ® unto them, 
Tell me now, ye sons of Chanaan,’ who this people 7s, that dwelleth in the hill coun- 
try, and what are the cities that they inhabit, and what 7s the multitude of their 
army, and wherein ?s their power and their strength, and what king is set over them, 
as leader * of their army; and why have they contemptuously refused ® to come and 
5 meet me, more than all the inhabitants of the west? And” Achior, the leader # 

of all the sons of Ammon, said to him,” 

Let my lord now hear a word from the mouth of thy servant, and I will report 
unto thee the truth concerning this people, which inhabiteth this hill country near 
thee ;** and there shall no lie come out of the mouth of thy servant. This people 
are descendants of ® the. Chaldeans, and sojourned formerly in Mesopotamia, 
because they would not follow the gods of their fathers, which were in the land 
8 of the Chaldeans.” And™ they left the way of their ancestors, and worshipped 


Go bo 


6 
* 


Vers. 1-5.—1 A. V.: Then was it declared . .. . the chief captain. * had fortified all the tops of the high hills. 
3 champion countries. 4 wherewith. 5 captains. 6 the (58. 74. 108. 286. 248. Co.) governors. . . . he said, 
7 Canaan. ; 8 and strength . . . . or captain (Gr., Hyovpevos). § determined not (lit., carried on the back). 
10 Then said. 11 captain. 22 omits said to him. 18 declare unto... .. The Codd. ITI. 19. 28. 52., and others 
pen ee Seams Se italed after Aaov, and we let it stand, although not found in Fritzsche’s text. na AS Was 

welleth near thee and inhabiteth the hill countries. Lite: “which i i is 
ie a eee rally, the Greek would be rendered, ‘‘ which inhabiteth this 


Vers. 6-8. —15 A. V.: descended of. 16 they sojourned heretofore (Gx., 7 mpérepov). 17 Chaldea. 18 For. 
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the God of heaven, a God* whom they came to know.? And® they cast them 
out from before* their gods, and they fled into Mesopotamia, and sojourned there 

9 many days. <And® their God ‘commanded them to depart from the place where 
they sojourned, and to go into the land of Chanaan.* And? they dwelt there,’ 

10 and were increased with gold and silver, and with very many cattle. And because ® 
a famine covered all the land of Chanaan,” they went down into Egypt, and so- 
journed there, as long as“ they found nourishment ;” and they became there a 

11 great multitude, and there was no numbering of their race." And™ the king of 
Egypt rose up against them, and they overreached them in work and in brick and 

12 brought them low,” and made them slaves. And? they cried unto their God, and he 
smote all the land of Egypt with incurable plagues ; and™ the Egyptians cast them 

13, 14 out from before them."* And God dried up’ the Red Sea before them, and 
brought them on the way to Sina, and Cades-Barne ; and they cast forth” all that 

15 dwelt in the wilderness. And” they dwelt in the land of the Amorites, and they 
destroyed by their strength all them of Esebon, and passing through the Jordan they 

16 possessed all the hillcountry. And they cast forth before them the Chanaanite, and 
the Pherezite,” and * the Jebusite, and the Sychemite, and all the Gergesites, and 

17 they dwelt in that cowntrymany days. And as long as * they sinned not before their 

18 God, they prospered, because God who hateth iniquity was with them. But when 
they departed from the way which he had* appointed them, they were destroyed 
in many battles for a very long time,” and were led captives into a land that was 
not theirs, and the temple of their God was cast to the ground, and their cities were 

19 taken by their enemies. And now, having * returned to their God, they came ® 
up from the place where they were scattered, and possessed Jerusalem, where their 

20 sanctuary is, and * settled down” in the hill country ; for™ it was desolate. And 
now, my™ lord and master,” if there is error in this people, and they sin 
against their God, we will look to it what this offence among them is, and will 

21 go upand®*® overcome them. But if there is no transgression in their nation, let my 
lord now pass by, lest their Lord and their God defend them,” and we shall be 
a reproach before all the earth.** 

22 And it came to pass when® Achior had finished these sayings, all the people 
standing round the tent and round about murmured. And the chief men of Olo- - 
phernes and all that dwelt by the sea side, and in Moab, said “ that he should kill him, 

23 For, say they, we will not be afraid before the children of Israel; for lo, 7 isa 

24 people that have no strength nor power for a strong orderly battle." Now there- 
fore, lord Olophernes, we will go up, and they shall be food for” all thine army. 


Vers. 8-10. —1 the God (no article in the Gr.). 2 knew (Gr., éréyvwoar). 3 g0. 4 the face of. 5 Then. 
8 Canaan. 7 Where 8 omits there. 9 very much... . when (Gr., yap; 74. 76. 236., 5€). 10 Canaan. 
11 while. 12 were nourished (see Com.). 18 and became . . . . so that one could not number their nation. 


Vers. 11-14. — 14 A. V.: Therefore. 15 dealt subtilly with them, and brought them low with labouring in brick 
(Gr., karecohicavto aitois ev rovy —X. 58. mynd; cf. Ex. i. 14—kat rrWOy, Kal éramelvacay avrous. A. V. read 
xarecobicaro .. .. éramcivwoev... . Gero, With III. X. 19. al.). %%Then. 80. 18 of their sight (Gr., ad mpoow- 
mov avtav. See ver. 8). 19 omits up (Gr., kareEjpavev ; preposition is omitted by 44. 71. 106). au to mount (In 54. 
58. 64. Co. and Ald. dpos is read for o6dv, as well as by Junius. The A. V. has in the margin: Gr., ito the way of the 
wilderness of Sina) .. . . and cast forth (é&éBaAe 52. 64. 248. Co. Ald. ai.). - 

Vers. 15-18. —21 A. V.: So. S21 GVEI' dD. 62 ss Canaanite, the P. 23 omits and. 24 whilst. 25 the God that 
(the article is found in 23. 44. 58. 74. 249. Co. Ald.). 26 omits had. 27 very sore (Gr., emi roAd ofoddpa). 28 the. 
The force of the preceding possessive pronoun is to be brought along to this point. 

Vers. 19, 20.—29 A. V.: But now are they (aorist participle). 380 and are come. 81 places where... . have 
possessed ....%sandare. % areseated, %% For ért X. has Ore. 54 Now therefore my (19., ov), 85 governor, 
36 be any .. . . let us even consider that this shall be their ruin, and let us .. . . we shall. a 

Vers. 21-24. —37 A. V.: be no iniquity . . . . Lord defend them, and their God be for them (Gr., prjmore Urepagmion o 
KUplos avTan Kal 6 Geds aiTav Irép altar). 38 A, V.: become... . all the world. 89 And when (éyévero; 44. 71. 
~ 106. omit). 409 round about the tent murmured ... . spake. 41 afraid of the face of. : . a strong battle. 
The Greek is els wapdtazw icxvpdv. See remarks in Com. at 1 Esd. ii. 30; cf. also vii. 11, xvi. 12; Wisd. xii. 9. 
42 A, Y.: a prey to be devoured of (Gr., cis karaBpwua). 


CHAPTER V. 


Ver. 1. Xxdvdadov. This word referred origi-| Ver. 2. The princes ( &pxovras) of Moab, and 
nally to the trap-stick on which the bait was fas-|the generals (ortparnyovs) of Ammon, and all 
tened (cf. LXX. at Josh. ER 13' 3.1 Sam. Xviii. | the governors (carpdras) of the sea-coast. | 
21); then, generally, anything against which one Ver. 3. Sons of Chanaan. Really applicable 
strikes or stumbles (cf. Wisd. xiv. 11; Ecclus. vii. only to the inhabitants of the sea-coast. 

6; xxvii. 23; 1 Macc. v. 4.) Ver. 5. Achior has a great deal to say about 
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his speaking the truth, probably because it was 
scarcely to be expected from him under the cir- 
cumstances, and possibly, too, because he would 
be obliged to say what might be considered by 
Olophernes as offensive. 

er. 6. Of the Chaldeans, 7. e., through Abra- 
ham. Ur is commonly supposed to have been 
in Mesopotamia, where also Stephen, by impli- 
cation (Acts vii. 2, 4), fixes its locality. See, how- 
ever, a full discussion of the matter in Smith’s 
Bib. Dict., art. “Ur;” and Wolf, Com., ad loc. 
Josephus (Antig., i. 6, § 5) says: “Now Terah 
hating Chaldea on account of his mourning for 
Haran, they all returned to Haran, of Mesopo- 
tamia.” 

Ver. 8. God of Heaven. An expression fre- 
quently found in the later books of Scripture. 
In Josephus. (/. c.) we are told how Abraham 
came to his peculiar views about God for which 
he was driven out by the Chaldeans. 

Ver. 10. As long as they found nourish- 
ment, wéxpis ov duerpdpnoay. This appears to be 
the correct translation, although several other 
renderings are given, Dereser: “ till they again 
found sustenance ;” De Wette: “till they re- 
turned.” 

Ver. 11. Overreached them. The same 
word, xaracopi(oum, is rendered by the A. V. 
at Acts vii. 19 as here. But the meaning seems 
to be better expressed by overreach, circumvent. 





See the Hebrew at Ex. i. 10; and cf. Jud. x. 
19 (A. V., “ deceive”). — Adrovs eis SovAous, 
(made) them slaves. The preposition is used 


tropically as denoting aim or end. Cf. Winer, 
p. 396. 
Ver. 14. Cades-Barne. Also called simply 


Kades. See above, i. 9. 

Ver. 15. Dwelt in the land of the Amorites. 
Cf. Numb. xxi. 25, 31.— Esebon. The chief 
city of the children of Ammon was Heshbon. 

Ver. 18. Here we have the announcement of 
the destruction of the temple, and of the Captivity, 
which is worthy of notice as a general indication 
of the date of the history. 

Ver. 19. It was desolate, 7.¢., the mountain 
country, of its inhabitants; and*they did not 
need to take. possession of it again. 

Ver. 20. Kal émicxepducba. See Introd., p. 164. 
The sentence which precedes does not contain the 
leading idea, and the following kai serves to give 
a greater prominence to that which it introduces. 
But it is scarcely translatable. It is a species of 
anacoluthon. Cf. Winer, p. 438, and, below, 
verse 225 Wi. 13 x. 20°77, las x. IS xiv, 
Ruin (A. V.), cxdvdadov. Better here, offense. The 
plural of the same word is rendered by “impedi- 
ments” in verse 1. Cf. its use at Wisd. xiv. 11 
(A. V., “stumbling-blocks”’), and see remarks at 
verse 1, above. 





Cuarter VI. 


1 _Awp when the tumult of the? men that were about the council ceased,? Olophernes 
the chief general ® of the army of Assur said unto Achior before all the foreign 


peoples, and to all the sons of Moab,’ 


2 And who art thou, Achior, and the hirelings of Ephraim, that thou hast prophe- 


sied amongst us as to-day, and hast said, that we should not make war with the race 
of Israel, because their God will defend them? And who 7s God but Nabucho- 
3 donosor? He will send his power, and will destroy them from the face of the earth 
and their God shall not deliver them; but we his servants will smite ® them as one 
man; and they shall not withstand * the power of our horses. For with them we 
will overrun them," and their mountains shall be drunken with their blood, and their 
plains shall be filled with their dead bodies ; and not by one step shall they with- 
stand * us, but ® they shall utterly perish, saith king Nabuchodonosor, the” lord of 
5 all the earth; for he said it; his words shall not ?2 be in vain. But thou, Achior 
a hireling of Ammon, who * hast spoken these words in the day of thine iniquity, 
shalt see my face no more from this day, until I take vengeance on the race 15 
6 that came out of Egypt. And then shall the sword of mine army, and the spear %* 
of them that serve me, pass through thy sides, and thou shalt fall among their 
7 wounded,” when I return. And‘ my servants shall carry thee away ’® into the 
8 hill country, and shall set thee in one of the cities of the passages ; and thou shalt 


Vers. 14. —1A.YV.: omits the. 2 was ceased. 3 captain. 4A. andall the Moabites before all the company of 
other nations. (We place as in the text, in conformity with the order of the Greek.) 5 people of I ee 
6 for they are not able to sustain (Gr., xal obx broonjoovtat ; ef. 1 Mace. y. 40; vii. 25, and the Shmvediate content s 
the present verse). 7 tread them under foot. (We adopt cataxAvcouer, with Fritzsche, from 19. 55. 74. 108. 236. in 


place of karakavoonev, we will burn (them in them, 7. e., their cities) of the text. rec. 
§ fields. . 

72 None of my words (64. 248, 248. Co. Ald. have pov). 
144 which. Cod. X. offers here instead of the relative, as. 


Co. and Ald. (as A. V.) have xatararjoomev.) 
Com.) ® for. 10 omits the, 1 said. 
Vers. 5-8. —18 A. V.: And (Gr., od 8é). 


nation. ne multitude. Fritzsche adopts xaAxés (for Aads of the text. rec.), 
without exception. But it would seem to have been an early 
uariais. Of, remarks in Com. at 1 Mace. i. 18). 18 Now therefore. 


ge). 


| The Codd. 52. 64. 248, 249., with 
. . their footsteps shall not be able to stand before. (See 


15 of this 
Old Lat., Jancea. The Codd. give Aads 
corruption of xaAnds. 17 A. Y.: slain (@r., tpav- 
19 bring thee back, ete. (Gr., dmoxatragnjcougi 


JUDITH. Lit 
Sowa a aE? oo Yr 
9 not perish, till thou art! destroyed with them. And if thou dost hope in th 
heart * that they will® i 
n y will" not be taken, let not thy countenance fall. I have spoken 
at, and none of my words shall be in vain. 

And* Olophernes commanded his servants, who stood around in his tent, to take 
Achior, and bring him to Betulua,® and deliver Azm into the hands of the children of 
Israel. And * his servants took him, and brought him out of the camp into the plain, 
and bore him" from the midst of the plain into the hill country, and came unto the 
fountains that were under Betulua.’ And when the men of the city un the top of 
the mountain ® saw them, they took up their weapons, and went out of the city to 
the top of the mountain; ” and every man that used a sling took possession of the 
place of their ascent and hurled stones upon! them. And crouching under the 
mountain, they bound * Achior, and left Aim behind cast down at the foot of the 
mountain, and returned to their lord. But the Israelites descending from their 
city, came * unto him, and loosed him, and brought Aim into Betulua,” and presented 
him to the rulers’® of their” city, who were in those days: Ozias™ the son of 
Micha, of the tribe of Simeon, and Chabris ” the son of Gothoniel, and Charmis #4 
the son of Melchiel. And they called together all the elders ” of the city; and all 
their youth ran together, and their women, to the assembly. And they set Achior in 
the midst of all their people, and * Ozias asked him of that which had taken place.* 
And answering, he reported * unto them the words of the council of Olophernes, and 
all the words that he had spoken in the midst of the rulers of the sons of Assur,” 
and how far Olophernes had spoken proudly against the house of Israel. And” 
the people fell down and worshipped God, and cried,” saying, O Lord God of 
heaven, behold their arrogance,” and pity the low estate of our race,” and look 
upon the face of those that are sanctified unto thee this day. And * they comforted 
20, 21 Achior, and praised him greatly. And Ozias took him out of the assembly 

into® his house, and made a feast to the elders. And they called on the God of 
Israel all that night for help. 


10 
ae 
12 


13 
14 
15 
16 


EY, 


18 
19 


Vers. 8-13.—1A. V.: be. 2 persuade thyself in thy mind. 8 shall. 4 Then. 5 that waitedin ... . 
Bethulia. 5 So. 7 they went (Gr., amjpav ; 44. 106.; 7AGov). 8 Bethulia, 8 omits on the top of the mountain 
(so 58.). 10 hill. 11 kept them from coming up by casting of stones against (Gr., Suexpatyoay thy avaBaow avTov 


Kai €Badov év AiBors ex’). 12 Nevertheless having gotten privily under the hill, they bound (kai vroévcavtes UroKatw TOD 
Gpous ednoarv). 18 and cast him down and left him at the foot of the hill (Gr., cal adjkav éppimpeévor, etc.). 

Vers. 14, 15.—14 A. V.: descended. ... and came. 15 Bethulia. 16 governors (Gr., adpxovras). 17 the (Gr., 
avrav ; it is omitted by 44. 71. 74 76. 106. 236.), 18 which. 19 Cod. II. everywhere spells this proper name O¢eias. 
20 Vor ‘ABpis of the text. rec., Fritzsche adopts from III. X. Xafpeis. This is the reading of II. also, and not Xapfeis, 
as stated in Fritzsche’s Crit. Ap. 21 For Xapyis of the text. rec., Fritzsche adopts from II. X. Xappeis ; III. has Xad- 
peis; 44. and others, Xappé. 

Vers. 16-21. — 22 A. V.: ancients. 
C£. also, x. 6; xiii. 12; 1 Esd. vi. 8. 


Here (as at viii. 10) the Greek is rods mpeaBurépovs, and not, as at iv. 8, 7 yepovaia. 
23. A.V: Then. 24 was done. 20 he answered and declared. 26 princes 

of A. 27 whatsoever O. .... Then. 28 cried unto God. (The last two words are not in the Greek of the tezt. rec., 

but are found in 243. Co. Ald. Jun.). 29 pride (Gr., brepypavecas). In this sentence (‘‘ behold their pride ’’) the 

Codd. X. 19. 108. use, instead of xaride, the stronger éwiBAcwor, t. e., ‘‘ behold to punish.” 80 A. V.: nation. 

31 Then. 32 unto. 


Cuarrer VI, 


Ver. 1. By the “sons of Moab” are meant,| Ver. 7.. Cities of the passages, 7. ¢., a city 


apparently, the people east of the Jordan, in dis- 
tinction from the remaining peoples, who were 
gathered from the coast of Palestine and Syria. 

Ver. 2. After the separation of the ten tribes, 
the tribe of Ephraim preponderated to such an 
extent over the others that the kingdom of Israel 
_ was often called Ephraim. But in employing 
this title Olophernes shows that he was not so 
ignorant of the history of the country as he pre- 
tends to be. — And who is 6 @eds ? 7. ¢., here, “ the 
true God.” 

Ver. 3. His power, 7.e., his army, as very 
frequently in this book and the books of the Mac- 
cabees. 

Ver. 4. Lit., and the step of their feet ghall 
not withstand. Not bya single footstep forward 
would they be able to withstand them. 

Ver. 5. Race that came out of Egypt. An 
allusion to the fact of their ings enslavement. 





that lies in the way of the ascent to the moun- 
tains, one of the nearest fortified cities of the 
enemy. 

Ver. 9. Let not thy countenance fall. “ Don’t 
be worried,” as we sometimes say ironically. — 
Atamlarrey (053), to fall to the earth, come to nought. 
Cf. Gen. iv. 6. In ecclesiastical Greek it means 
“to backslide.” Cf. Euseb., H. L., v. 2. 

Ver. 15. Gothoniel, ef. Judg. i. 13 (Othniel) ; 
Charmis, cf. Gen. xlvi. 9; Josh. vii. 1 (Carmi) ; 
Melchiel, cf. Gen. xlvi. 17 (Malchiel). 

Ver. 17. Council, cvvedplas. The same word 
is used of this assembly at verse 1, and at xi. 9. 
The word translated “assembly ” in verse 16, on 
the other hand, is éxxAnota, 7. e., an assemblage of 
the people. Cf. verse 21, vii. 29, xiv. 6; Ecclus, 
xy. 5, et passim; 1 Mace. ii. 56 (with Numb, 
xiii. 31). 
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Ver. 19. Em) ras brepnoavetas. The plural is} Ver. 21. Feast, mérov. Lit., a drinking ; then, 
emphatic, great pride. Cf. Winer, p. 177. —|a drinking in common, a feast. The unsuspecting 
Those that are sanctified. The whole Jewish | confidence which is here accorded to this Gentile 
people are meant. Dereser would connect on (év) | Achior — as afterwards on the part of the Assyri- 
this day with émiBAewov. ans to Judith —is scarcely natural. 





CuaptTer VII. 


1 Tue next day Olophernes commanded all his army, and all his people who had 
come to help him, that they should move against Betulua, and take beforehand the 

2 mountain passes,! and to make war against the children of Israel. And every 
mighty man of them marched® that day, and their force of ° men of war was an 
hundred and seventy thousand footmen, and twelve thousand horsemen, beside the 
baggage, and the* men that were afoot® amongst them, a very great multitude. 

3 And they camped in the valley near unto Betulua,® by the fountain; and they 
spread" in breadth over Dothaim * as faras Belbem,’ and in length from Betulua ” 

4 unto Cyamon, which is over against Esdraelon. And? the children of Israel, when 
they saw the multitude of them, were greatly troubled, and said every one to his 
neighbor, Now will these men lick up the face of the whole earth; ” and ¥ neither 

5 the high mountains, nor the valleys, nor the hills, will’ bear their weight. And 
every man took up his weapons of war, and having” kindled fires upon their 

6 towers, they remained and watched all that night. But on7® the second day Olo- 
phernes brought forth all his horsemen in the sight of the children of Israel who ™ 

7 were in Betulua,* and examined the passages up to their city, and searched 
out their fountains of water, and took possession of them, and set garrisons of men 
of war over them; and he himself departed to * his people. 

8 And there 7! came unto him all the chief” of the children of Esau, and all the 
leaders * of the people of Moab, and the generals* of the sea coast, and said, 

9,10 Let our lord now hear a word, that there be no disaster ™ in thy army. For 
this people of the children of Israel do not trust in their spears, but in the height of 
the mountains wherein they dwell, because it is not easy to come up to the tops of 

11 their mountains. And now, our lord,” fight not against them in orderly battle,’ and 

12 there shall not one man of thy people fall.> Remain in thy camp; keep every 
man ™ of thine army ; and let thy servants get into their hands the fountain of water, 

13 which issueth forth from ® the foot of the mountain, for all the inhabitants of Betu- 
lua * have their water thence ; and thirst will consume = them, and they will ® give 
up their city ; and we and our people will * go up to the tops of the mountains that 

14 are near, and will camp upon them, to watch that none go out of the city. And *® 
they and their wives and their children will ®* be consumed with famine, and before 
the sword come against them, they will be laid low® in the streets where they 

15 dwell, and thou shalt * render them an evil reward, because they. rebelled, and met 
thee not with peace.” 


Vers. 1,2. —1A. V.: which were come to take his part that they should remove their camp against Bethulia to take 
aforehand the ascents of the hill country. ? Then their strong men removed their camps in. 3 the army of the. 
4 +85 5 For wegoi, 58. has mapeoSevrai; Old Lat., cwm eis comitantes. The force of infantry is given as 8,000 in 
Cod. X. 

Vers. 3-7.—6 A. V.: Bethulia. 7 spread themselves. 8 over Dothaim (marg., from Dothaim, Junius ; Gr., ei A.). 
The form of the proper name (text. rec., AwOaiw) Aw@aeiu is found in II. IIT. K. 9% A. V.: evento (Fritzsche omits cai 
with III. X. al.) Belmaim. For BeABaiw'are II. III. 55. 10 A. V.: Bethulia. 1 Now. 1 the earth (Gr., 77s ys 
macys ; the last word is omitted by 44. 71. 74.76. 106. 236.). 18 for. Mare able to, (The verb is in the future tense.) 
1 Then ... . when they had. 16 in, 17 which, 18 Bethulia. 19 viewed (Gr., éreaxéWaro) the passages up 
to the city (Gr., 7as dvaBdcews rhs mr. adtov), and came to (Gr., epwdsevoe ; Junius, invadens occupavit) the fountains 

-of their waters (Cod. X. with IT. 44. 71. 74, 76., etc., omits the possessive pronoun after bdarwv), and took (Gr., mpo- 
karehaBero) them. 9 removed towards (Gr., avegevEer eis). 

Vers. 8-12.—21. A. V.: Then. "2 dpyovres; cf. vi. 14. 8 A. Vu: governors, 4 captains. 25 not an overthrow 
(@pavopa; lit., fragment). 26 Now therefore, my. 7 battle array (Gr., xaBds yiverar méAcnos TapaTaéews, t. €., as 
regular warfare is carried on. Cf. y. 23). 28 so muchasone.. .,. perish. *9 and keepall themen. For avdpeuvov 
(remain) 58. Old Lat. Syr. offer dAAG pecvov. 80 A. V.: of. 

Vers. 13-15.—®1 A. V.: Bethulia. 82 so shall thirst kill (Gr., avedet ; ‘‘ de siti absumente,” Wahl’s Clavis, ad voc.) 
83 shall. 34 shall, 85 So, 86 shall. 87 shall be overthrown (@r., karagctpwOjcovrar. The context is to be con- 
sidered), 88 Thus shalt thou. 59 not thy person peaceably. 
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16 And their* words pleased Olophernes and all his servants, and they resolved 2 to 
17 do as they had spoken. And a detachment® of the children of Ammon de- 
parted, and with them five thousand children of Assur, and they pitched in the val- 
ley, and took the waters, and the fountains of the waters of the children of Israel. 
18 And* children of Esau went up with the children of Ammon, and camped in 
the hill country over against Dothaim; and they sent some of them toward the 
south, and toward the east, over against Egrebel,> which is near unto Chus,® that 
is upon the brook Mochmur. And the rest of the army of the Assyrians camped in 
the plain, and covered all the face of the land; and their tents and baggage made 
an encampment with many camp followers; and they amounted to’ a very great 
19 multitude. And the children of Israel cried unto the Lord their God, because their 
spirit ® failed ; for all their enemies had compassed them round about, and there was 
20 no way to escape from among them. And the whole army of Assur remained about 
them, the” footmen, and the chariots, and their horsemen, four and thirty days. And™ 
21 all their vessels of water failed all the inhabitants of Betulua. And the cisterns 
were emptied, and they had not water to drink their fill for one day, for they gave 
22 them to drink by measure. And” their young children lost “ heart, and the * women 
and the young men fainted for thirst, and fell down in the streets of the city, and 
in’ the passages of the gates, and there was no longer any strength in them. 
23 And” all the people assembled to Ozias, and to the chief of the city, the young 
men, and the women, and the? children, and cried with a loud voice, and said be- 
24 fore all the elders, God be judge between us and you, for you have done us great 
injustice,” in that you have not spoken with the children of Assur on behalf of 
25 peace.” And* now we have no helper; but God hath sold us into their hands, 
26 that we should be laid low before them with thirst and great destruction. And 
now ~ call them up,” and deliver the whole city for a spoil to the people of Olo- 
27 phernes, and to all his army. For 7¢ 7s better for us to become ™ a spoil unto them:* 
for we shall*® be hs servants, and™ our souls will * live, and we shall not see the 
death of our infants with our eyes, nor our wives nor our children as they pine 
28 away.” We take to witness against you the heaven and the earth, and our God and 
Lord of our fathers, who ® punisheth us according to our sins and the sins of our 
29 fathers, that he do not according as we have said this day. And®™ there arose a great 
lamentation on the part of all at once ® in the midst of the assembly ; and they cried 
30 unto the Lord God with a loud voice. And Ozias said ® to them, Brethren, be of © 
good courage; let us endure yet five days, in which * the Lord our God may turn his 
31 mercy toward us; for he will not forsake us utterly. But if these days pass, and 
32 there come no help unto us, I will do according to your words.” And he dispersed 
the people, each to his post ; *° and they went upon™ the walls and the towers of their , 
city ; and he sent away the women and the children * into their houses. And they 
were brought very low ® in the city. 

Vers. 16-19.—1 A. V.: these (Gr., avrOv ; IIL., airod). 2 he appointed (text. rec., followed by Fritzsche, ovver- 
afay. Codd. III. X. 55. 58., with Old Lat. Syr. Co. Ald., have the verb in the singular), 3 So the camp (aapeuBory, 
but cf. Com.). 4 of the Assyrians . . . . Then the. 5 Ekrebel (II. X. 23., EypeByA, and are followed by Fritzsche). 
6 Chusi (text. rec., Xovs, but 64. 243. 248. 249. Co. Ald. as A. V.). 7 the face of the whole... . carriages were 
pitched to ; 52. 64. 243, 248. Co. Ald. omit év oxAw Kai joav (see Com.). 8 A.V.: Then. ® heart (Gr., 7d mvedua), 

Vers. 20-26.—10 A. V.: escape out. . . . Thus all the company (cvvaywy7, 23. 44./64. al. Co. Ald.). . . . both their (so 
58.). 11 chariots (58. omits ra) and horsemen... . 80 that. 122 Bethulia. 1 themdrink.... Therefore. 14 were 
out of (Gr., 7Ovuycev). 15 their. (After yuvatkes the pronoun is stricken out by Fritzsche, following II. III. X. 19, 
65.58.) Wandyoung.... by (Gr.,év rais,ete.). 17 Then. 18 both young menand women andchildren. 1 injury 


(Gr., adixtav). 20 required peace of the children of A. 21 For. 2 thrown down... . Now therefore. 
23 unto you, etc. (Gr., émxadécacbe avrovs.) 

Vers. 27-30. —24 A. V.: be made. % adds, than to die for thirst. After diaprayyv, 52. 64. 248. 248. Co. Ald. insert: 
hj arodavetv ev Sify. 8 A. V.: will. %7 that. 28 may. 29 and not see... . before oureyes.... children to 
die (Qrv., ékAcutovoas tas WuxasavTav). which. 4% Then. 82 was great weeping with one consent. 83 Then 
said O. 34 yet endure .. . . the which space. 

Vers. 31, 82.—35 A. V.: And... . word. 36 every one to their own charge (Gr., eis Thy éavrTod mapeuPodyv). 
87 unto (Gr., é/). 38 and towers (58.). . . . and sent (Fritzsche adopts améorevAev — text. rec., éfaméore.Ae — from 
II. X. 55. 19. 108. ; I11..23. 44. améorevAay) the women and children. 39 very low brought. 
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Ver. 2. The army had been increased then,| fifty thousand infantry. Cf. ii. 15. The Syriac 
over and above all its losses since its start, by|and Codex Ger. 15 of the Old Latin has one hun- 
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dred and seventy-two thousand; another Codex 
of the Old Latin (Corb.) and the Vulgate, one 
hundred and twenty thousand. And for twelve 
thousand horsemen, the Syriac, Old Latin, and 
Vulgate have twenty-two thousand. — Amongst 
them. Some would make this refer to the bag- 
gage, which is mentioned just before. It can, 
however, with equal propriety refer to the army ; 
these persons being the unarmed, mixed multi- 
tude of which we read in ii. 20. 

Ver. 3. Belbaem. Cf. Belmen, iv. 4, with 
note.—Cyamon. Possibly the place now known 
as Tell Kaimon, on the eastern slopes of Carmel. 
This would answer the description, if Esdraelon 
be regarded as Jezreel. Eusebius knew the place 
under the name of Kaypwvd, and Jerome as Ci- 
mana. Cf. Smith’s Bib. Dict.,ad voc. The A. V. 
has in the margin “Beanfield,” which is the 
meaning of the word. 

Ver. 4. Lick up, éxAeltovow (Lat., elingo). 
Cf. Bar. vi. 20, where it is also employed ; and 
Numb. xxii. 4, where it is used in the LXX. of 


cattle, for 72. — Bear their weight. Their 


wants with respect to sustenance would be too 
great for the country to supply them. 

Ver. 7. Garrisons, mapeuBodds. It is other- 
wise rendered at verse 17. Cf. note there. 

Ver. 8. The children of Esau, 7. e., the Edom- 
ites, inhabiting the country to the southeast of 
Palestine. 

Ver. 10. Térolay, trust in. Cf. on this word, 
with the dative after émi, Winer, p. 214.— 
Wherein they dwell, éy ois airo) evoixotow év 
avrots. This redundancy in the Greek is caused 
by an effort to conform to the Hebrew idiom. 
Cf. Winer, p. 148; also, v. 19, x. 2, xvi. 4, of the 
present book, for further examples of the same 
usage. 

Ver. 11. Kaéds yiverat méAcuos mapardtews, 1. €., 
as regular warfare is carried on. ‘The last word 
was used of an army in array, a line of battle. It 
was employed also for the battle itself, as in 1 
Ksd. i. 30, where Josias was carried back from the 
line of combatants to the rear. Cf. also 1 Mace. 
lii, 26, iv. 21; 2 Macc. viii. 20; Diod. Sic., iii. 70. 

Ver. 12. Eichhorn remarks on the conduct of 
Olophernes at this point (Hinleit. in d. Apok. 
Schrift., p. 306): “ He comes at last to Bethulia, 
an insignificant place, and lies for months inactive, 
just as though it were the most unconquerable 
fortress, for whose siege one should make im- 
measurable preparations. And what prepara- 
tions does he make? After long inactivity, he 
seeks at last to do what among the ancients was 
always the first thing in surrounding a city, — 
cuts off its water supply..... And the inhab- 
itants of the city do not hinder it!” And we 
may add: This victorious general does not seem 
to know enough to undertake this simple matter 
of himself, but. must be advised to it by some of 
the least esteemed of his allies. 

_ Ver. 15. Met thee not with peace. They 
did not come to him with proposals for peace, in- 
stead of resisting as they were then doing. 

Ver. 16. They resolved. The verb is plural 
(see Text. Notes), and probably refers to Olo- 
phernes and his officers. They concluded, resolved, 
to do as the Edomites had advised. 

Ver. 17, Detachment .... departed. The 
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word translated “detachment” is wapeuBoay. It 
means: 1, an insertion beside or among others ; 
2, a distribution of men in an army; 3, the body 
of men so distributed; 4, like orpardmedov, a 
camp. In this sense it is Macedonian, A still 
further meaning is a fortified place. It has here 
the third meaning, and refers to the body, detach- 
menttof Edomites. In verse 12 it has the fourth 
of these meanings. Cf. Grimm at 1 Mace. ui. 3, 
in which book the word occurs with great fre- 
quency. : 

Ver. 18. And the children of Ammon, 2. €., 
those who remained. A part had already gone in 
another direction. See previous verse. It is not 
needful to say that the word rendered “children” 
here and elsewhere, so frequently, is viof. We 
have not thought it necessary to give it its literal 
meaning of “sons,” as the expression has become, 
in connection with the A. V., in a certain sense 
technical. — Egrebel. The Peshito version has 
Ecrabat, which seems* to indicate Acrabbein, — 
a place mentioned by Eusebius. It is the pres- 
ent Akrabih, lying about six miles southeast 
from Shechem.—Chus. By some identified with 
the present Dshurish. — The brook Mochmur. 
Probably the Wady Makfuriyeh.— Made an 
encampment with many camp followers, kare- 
otparorédevcay éy BXAM ToAAG, etc. We have 
so translated, making @dyAos refer to camp- 
followers in distinction from the regular army. 
Bunsen’s Bibelwerk renders: “ was extended with 
many people.” De Wette: “was extended in 
great masses.” The following clause seems to 
favor our rendering, in which the entire army 
appears to be referred to: ‘‘and they amounted 
to a very great multitude.” 

Ver. 20. It might well be asked how this re- 
nowned and successful Assyrian general, with his 
immense army, can spend so much time before 
this insignificant place, of which neither sacred 
or profane history has a word to say. And it 
would also be interesting to know how, without 
opposition, the army of Olophernes came into 
such close proximity to Betulua as to possess itself 
of all their water-supply? Had not the commands 
of the high-priest, Joacim (iv. 6), that the different 
avenues of approach to the city be occupied, been 
complied with? Cf. above, verse 12.— The cis- 
terns. They were for rain-water. 

Ver. 21. Drink by measure. Grotius: “ Con- 
venit cum aliarum gentium historiis, apud quas 
in obsessis oppidis aqua ad dimensum distributa 
est. 

Ver. 22. Fainted, étéArmoy. It is a somewhat 
free but allowable rendering. Cf. xi. 12 (‘‘fail’’); 
Luke xvi. 9 (éxAtrp, ‘“ fail”); Wisd. v. 13 (“ dis- 
appeared”) ; Ecclus. xl. 14 (“ come to nought”). 

Ver. 25. Hath sold. The figure is taken 
from the treatment of slaves. They would say : 
“Tt is God’s purpose that we should become the 
slaves of the Assyrians, and it were better so than 
that we should here perish from thirst.” 

Ver. 27. For a spoil. Here els Siaprayhy 
(te., “plunder”’). In ver. 26, however, eis mpo- 
vouny (t.e., “to forage upon”). 

Vers. 30, 31. Ozias hoped, it would seem, for 
rain during this time. Cf. viii. 81. The rainy 
season, in Palestine, lasts from October to March. 
In April and May there are rarely any showers. 
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1 Ann? at that time Judith heard thereof, daughter? of Merari, son of Ox, son of 
Joseph, son of Oziel, son of Elcia, son of Ananias, son of Gedeon, son of Raphain, 
son of Achitob,’ son of Elias, son of Chelcias, son of Eliab,‘ son of Nathanael, son of 

2 Salamiel,® son of Sarasadai,® son of Israel. And Manasses, her husband, was of her 

3 tribe and her kindred; and he had’ died in the barley harvest. For while he had 

the oversight of them that bound the ® sheaves in the field, the hot wind ® came upon 

his head, and he took to Ais ® bed, and died in his city of Betulua; "and they buried 
him with his fathers in the field between Dothaim and Balamon.” And Judith was 

a widow in her house three years and four months. And she made her a tent upon the 

roof * of her house, and put * sackcloth upon her loins, and wore © her widow’s ap- 

parel. And she fasted all the days of her widowhood, save on eves of sabbaths,!® 
and sabbaths,” and eves of new moons, and new” moons, and feasts,” and festival 
days * of the house of Israel. She was also of a goodly figure,” and very beautiful 
to behold. And her husband Manasses had left her gold, and silver, and menser- 
vants, and maidservants, and cattle, and lands ; and she remained upon them. And 
there was none that gave her an ill word, for she feared God greatly. And she 
heard of * the evil words of the people against the ruler™ because™ they fainted 
for lack of water ; and*° Judith heard of all” the words that Ozias had spoken unto 
them, and that he had sworn to them ® to deliver the city unto the Assyrians after 

10 five days. And™ she sent her waiting-woman, that had the oversight ® of all her 

11 affairs, and called Ozias and Chabris and Charmis, the elders * of her ® city. And 

they came unto her, and she said unto them, 

Hear me now, O ye rulers of the inhabitants of Betulua,** for your words that 
you have spoken before the people this day ave not right ; and you have established 
the oath which you have uttered between God and you,” and have promised to de- 
liver the city to our enemies, unless within these days the Lord turn to help you. 

12 And now who are you that have tempted God this day, and set yourselves above ™ 

13 God amongst the children of men? And now search out** the Lord Almighty, 

14 and® you shall never find out “ any thing. For you cannot find the depth of the 

heart of man, neither can you grasp* the thoughts of his mind; and* how can 
you search out God, that hath made all these things, and know his mind, and * com- 
prehend his purpose? Nay my brethren, provoke not the Lord our God to anger. 

15 For if he choose not to help us within these five days, he hath the power to defend in 

16 what days he will, or also “ to destroy us before our enemies. But do not you force * 

the counsels of the Lord our God, for God 7s not as man, that he may be threatened, 

17 neither 7s he as the son of man, that he should be wavering.** Therefore let us wait 


Or 


oo: 3 oo 


Ver. 1.—14. V.: Now. 2 which was the daughter. There is no article in the Greek, as is the case also before 
* son”? in each instance in the present verse, although the A. V. has ‘‘ the.”’ 3 Fritzsche adds here, ‘‘ son of Ananias, 
son of Gedeon, son of Raphain, son of Achitob’’ from III. X. 28.52. Old Lat., Syr. They are found in the A. Y. al- 
ready (with Junius) except that the last two words are spelled as Raphaim, Acithoh. 4A.V.: Eliu, son of Eliab. 
5 Samael (so Ald.; marg., Samaliel, with 248. Co.). 6 Salasadai. 

Vers. 2,38.—7A.V.: And M. was her husband, of her tribe and (19. 71. 108. omit av7ys) kindred, who. 8 as he 
stood overseeing them that bound. For ézt rod decpevovros, III. X. 19. 44. 55. 64. put the last two words in the plural 
and III. X. 19. 58. 64. the following words (76 Spdyua). 9 A. V.: heat(Gr.,dxavowv). 1 fell on (itis literal (érecev 
éxi) but perhaps better rendered by our expression “‘ took to*’) his; III. 23. 55. 58. 71. 108. al. Syr. Old Lat. have avzov. 
11 A, V.: the (Ald.) city of Bethulia. 12 Balamo. The form, Badaudv, is supported by II. III. X. 28. 55. 

Vers. 4-9.—15A.V.:So....top put on(Gr., éreOncev ; eexev, 44. 71. 74. 76.106. 286. ; émébero, 58.). 15 ware. 
16 save the eves of the sabbath (Gr., rpooaBBarwy. without the article). 17 the sabbaths. 18 the eves of the new. 
19 the new. 20 the feasts. 21 solemn days (Gr., xapmoovvar). 22 countenance (Gr., 7@ eider). 23 Now 

, when she heard. % governor (Gr., Tov dpxovTa). 25 that. 26 for. 27 had heard all. 28 had sworn. Cod. 
IL. has és for as. The A. V. puts all between “for Judith’... . ‘five days,” inclusive, in a parenthesis. 

Vers. 10, 11.—*9 A. V.: then. 30 government. 5! things that she had. 82 to call wees ancients. 33 the (Gr., 
avrjs). 4 governors ... . Bethulia. $9 touching this (IIL. 19. 23. al. Co. Ald.) oath which ye made and pronounced 
(kai éorjoare Tov SpKov bv €AaAjoarte) between God and you. 36 Instead of necy of the text. rec. II. IIL. X. 249., with 
Ald., give duty, and the A. V. may therefore be regarded as correct. According to Holmes and Parsons, II. has maiv. 

Vers. 12-15. — 37 A. V.: stand instead of (Gr., ictacOe ixép tov 0.). Fritzsche, following Holmes and Parsons, cites 
II. as supporting (with III. X. 65. et al.) the reading toraze, but II. has igrarau. 38 A. V.: try (Gr., é&eragere), 
39 but. 40 know (Gr., ém-yvwcec@e). 41 ye perceive (Gr., duaAjerde ; so Fritzsche, with IIT. 19. 44. 55. 64. al.). 
42 things that he thinketh: then. 43 or, 44 will not help . . . . us when he will, even every day, or. 52. 64. 74 
76., etc., with Co. and Ald., have for Hpeepais, Kal macars Huepats. f : 

Vers. 16-17. —4°.A. V.: Do not bind (marg., engage ; évexupagare). 46 Fritzsche adopts, with Biel and others, 
Stapryjvae (text. rec., With II., Svavr@7jvac) from 19. 23, 44. 65. Cf. Numb. xxiii. 19, and the Com. below, ad loc. 
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for salvation from? him, and call upon him to help us, and he will heed our cry,? 
18 if it please him. For there arose none in our generations,® neither is there any now 
at this time,‘ neither tribe, nor family, nor people, nor city, among us, es wor- 
19 ship gods made with hands, as it was in earlier times.° For which ° cause = 
fathers were given to the sword, and for a spoil, and hada great fall before our 
20 enemies. But we know none other God save him,® therefore we hope® that he 
21 will not overlook ” us, nor any of our race. For if we be taken, so will all Ju- 
dea™ lie waste, and our sanctuary be” spoiled; and he will require the profana- 
92. tion thereof from our mouth.” And the slaughter “ of our brethren, and the captivity 
of the country, and the desolation of our inheritance, will he turn upon our heads 
among the Gentiles, wheresoever we shall be in bondage ; and we shall be an offence 
23 and areproach before them * that possess us. For our servitude will ** not be directed 
24 to favor; but the Lord our God will” turn it to dishonor. And now,!® O brethren, 
let us shew 2° to our brethren, that their life depends” upon us, and the sanctuary, 
25 and the temple, and the altar, rest uponus. Besides all this let us give thanks 
26 to the Lord our God, who trieth us, even as also our fathers. Remember what 
things he did with Abraham,” and how he tried Isaac, and what happened to Jacob 
in Mesopotamia of Syria, when he kept the sheep of Laban his mother’s brother. 
27 For he hath not tried us in the fire, as he did them, for the examination of their 
hearts, neither hath he punished * us; but the Lord doth chastise 24 them that come 
near unto him, for admonition.” 
98 And Ozias said” to her, All that thou hast spoken hast thou spoken with a good 
29 heart, and there is none who will” gainsay thy words. For this is not the first day 
wherein thy wisdom is manifest ; ** but from the beginning of thy days all the peo- 
ple have known thy understanding, and that * the disposition of thine heart is good. 
30 But the people were very thirsty, and compelled us to do as we have spoken unto 
31 them,” and to bring an oath upon ourselves, which we will not break. And™ now 
pray thou for us, because thou art a godly woman, and the Lord will send us rain 
32 to fill our cisterns, and we shall faint no more. And Judith said unto them, Hear 
me, and I will do a thing, which shall go from generation to generation to the 
33 children of our race.®? You shall stand this night in the gate, and I will go forth 
with my waiting-woman ; and within the days that you have promised to deliver 
34 the city to our enemies the Lord will visit Israel-by mine hand. But inquire not 
you of mine act, for I will not tell® 7¢ unto you, till the things be finished that 
35 Ido. And Ozias and the princes said ** unto her, Go in peace, and the Lord God 
36 go ® before thee, to take vengeance on our enemies. And ** they returned from the 
tent, and went to their posts.” 


Vers. 17-19. —1 of. 2 hear our voice. 3 age. 4 in these days. 5 hath been aforetime. 6 the which 
7 Codd. 44. 74. 76. 106. 286., with the Old Lat. and Syr., reads av’r@v, instead of jyu@v. It would make a smoother sen- 
tence, but is probably a correction. 

Vers. 20-23. — 8 A. V.: god (Gr., érepov Ocdv ovk éyvwuev mAHY avTod, the last two words being omitted by 52. 64. Co. 
Ald.). ® trust. 10 despise. 11 nation... .soall Judeashall. For xa@joerat of the text. rec., Fritzsche 
adopts KAuOjoerac from 19, 28. 44. 64. Thilo (Acta Thomae, p.16) conjectures that the word should be rav@ycerar. but . 
the first named critic would prefer xav@ycerat, if one may depend on conjecture. 12 A. V.: shall be. 13 at our 
mouth. Instead of otdémaros, II. III. X. 55.19. 108. Old Lat. Syr. offer aiuaros, but, although so well supported, it 
must be looked upon as a probable correction. 14 In the margin ‘‘ fear,’? which would be to adopt the reading of 
52. 64. 248. 248. Co. Ald., pdBov, for Pédvov. 15 A. V.; to all them. 16 shall. 17 shall. 

Vers. 25-27. —18 A. V.; Now therefore, 19 shew an example (Gr., émderEwpea). 20 because their hearts depend 
(Gy., Ore». » » Kpeuaran  Wuyyn avrov). 21 house . . . . Moreover. 22 which ....ashedid.... to Abraham. 
%3 taken vengeance on. 24 scourge. 25 to admonish them. 

Vers. 28-36.— 26 A. V.: Then said O. 7 thatmay. °8 is manifested (Gr., mpddnAds éotw). 7 because. (This seems 
not to be just the force of kaféru here.) 3° do unto them as we have spoken. The position of avrots after éAaAjoapev 
is against such a construction. 31 A. V.: Therefore. 32 Then said Judith .... throughout all generations .... 
nation. * declare. (The Codd. III. X.19. 62. read avayyedAo (for ép@ of the text. rec.), 52. 248. Co, Ald., amayyedo). 


8+ Then said QO. and the princes. 35 be. It is better to retain the force of the preceding verb, wopevov. 86 So. 
37 wards. - 


Cuapter VIII. 


Ver. 1. Only the most important of the an-| Vulgate; while viod Zuwedy is added, probably 
cestors of Judith are mentioned, as is evident | with reference to the statement of verse 2 and ix. 
from the fact that an interval of six hundred years|2. Even the principal personage of Betulua is said 
lies between Sarasadai and Jacob. Other MSS. | to have been descended from Simeon. Cf. vi. 15. 
increase the number of ancestors to seventeen.| Ver. 2, It was regarded as praiseworthy to 
Sarasadai fails in the Syriac, Old Latin, and|marry among one’s own kindred. Cf. Tob. i. 9. 
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Ver. 3. Solomon had a vineyard at Baal- 
hamon, which may possibly be the same place as 
the one here mentioned. The fact that Manasses 
was buried “ with his fathers,” in a special place 
outside of the city, is evidence of the importance 
of his family. 

Ver. 4, The law of Moses laid no restriction 
on the marriage of a widow, except in case she 
was left childless, when the brother of the deceased 
husband had the right to marry her. 

Vers. 5,6. The usual period of special mourn- 
ing was for a widow one month, The fact that 
Judith is represented as intermitting her fasting 
on the day before the Sabbath and the new moon, 
is regarded by Herzfeld as evidence of a late 
period for our book (i. 319; ef. also Bertholdt, 
Linleit., p. 2563; Jahn, Hinleit., p. 921). Wolf 
thinks that what is here said of the “eves of 
sabbaths,” etc., is an interpolation of the Greek 
text (Com., p. 25). It is not, however, at all 
likely, although the words are omitted in the 
Syriac and 58., while the Old Latin gives for it 
preter cenam puram, and leaves out (except the 
Codex Germ. 15.) the word zpovouvunmdy. Cf. 
Mark xv. 42: 6 éor: mpoodBBarov. 

Ver. 7. After the word ‘‘ Manasses,” the Old 
Latin gives a table of his progenitors , but it is 
obviously taken from verse 1. 

Ver. 10. Her waiting woman, thy &8pay airs, 
Of. remarks, Add. to Esth., v. 2. 


Ver. 14. Cf. Job xi. 7; Jer. xvii. 9; Rom. xi. 
$8, 34. 
Ver. 16. ’Evexvpa¢w. This word means liter- 


ally to take security from any one. Cf. Job xxiv. 
8,in LXX. Here the meaning is “to use force,” 
that is, attempt to compel God to adopt a certain 





course of action. We have accepted, with Fritzsche, 
the reading SiaprnOjva, to be deceived, or in sus- 
pense. Probably the author had the LXX. trans- 
lation of Numb. xxiii. 19, in his mind. Some 
critics, retaining SiaitnOAva, would derive it from 
diairéw (7. €., Sid airéw) with the meaning “ to be 
entreated.” Others derive it from d:Tdw, with 
the signification “ to be judged,” or “called to 
account.” The rendering of the A. V., “be waver- 
ing,” is based on the reading Siaprndjva, this being 
one of its metaphorical meanings. 

Vers. 18,19. The statement made is irrecon- 
cilable with any theory that assigns the author- 
ship of our book to a period previous to the 
Babylonian captivity. 

Ver. 23. Directed to favor. As under Cyrus? 

Ver. 27. That come near. The Orientals 
speak of one as being near the king when he has 
his confidence, and stands in somewhat intimate 
relations with him. 

Ver. 28. With a good heart. 
is: thou hast meant well. 

Ver. 29. Kaééri. Lit., im what manner ; but the 
context seems to require the meaning given 
above. 

Ver. 30. We will not break. Even the un- 
necessary oath could not be broken. Cf. Josh. ix. 
19, 20. 

Ver. 32, This language of Judith has a cer- 
tain undisguisable post facto coloring, and the 
whole transaction lacks the ordinary marks of 
probability. 

Ver. 33. Waiting woman, &Bpas. Cf. verse 10. 
It is used for WON at Ex. ii. 5, and for PI 


at Gen. xxiv. 61, by the LXX. 


The meaning 





CHAPTER IX. 


1 But? Judith fell upon her face, and put ashes upon her head,? and uncovered the 
sackcloth which she was wearing ;* and it was just when * the incense of that even- 


ing was offered in Jerusalem in the house of God.* 
voice to the Lord,’ and said, O Lord God of my father Simeon, into whose hand ® 


And °® Judith cried with a loud 


thou gavest a sword to take vengeance on® the strangers, who deflowered a 
maid to her defilement,” and uncovered" the thigh to her shame, and polluted 
her womb ” to her reproach; for thou saidst, It shall not be so, and yet they did so; 


wherefore thou gavest their rulers to be slain, and their bed, which was ashamed 


of their deception, to be bathed in blood,” and smotest servants with their lords, 


and lords * upon their thrones ; and thou gavest * their wives for a prey, and their 


daughters to be captives, and all the booty to be the spoil of thy dear children, 


who also” were moved with thy zeal, 


Ver. 1.—14A. V.: Then. 


Tov xiTava avTAs Which was doubtless meant as an explanation of what immediately follows. 
5 the Lord (so III. 55. 58. 64. Co. Ald.). 


' was clothed. 4 about the time that (Gr., dprc). 
to the Lord, mpos xvprov (so 52. 64. 243. 248. Co. Ald.). 


and abhorred the pollution of their blood, 


2 After these words Cod. 58., with the Old Lat. and Syr., have the addition Kat Sveppnée 


8 A. V.: wherewith she 
6 omits And. 7 omits 


Ver. 2.—8 A. V.: to whom (agreeing with 52. 64. 243. 248. Co. Ald.). 9 of, 10 loosened the girdle of... . (Gr., 
éducay pirpav mapévov) to defile her. For éAvoav, 19. 108. read éAvuzjvavro (‘‘ maltreated; ” cf. Am. i. 11; 4 Mace. 
xviii. 8). 11 A. V.: discovered. 12 her virginity (Gr., wjtpav ; 248. Co. mapbeviar). 

Ver. 38. —-13 A. V.: so that they dyed their bed in blood, being deceived. The pronoun after orpwurjv is omitted by 
Til. X. 44. al. Cod. 248. with Co. reads jpSevoaro (apdevw, to water), 28, 64. 248. Ald., ndevoato (to wet, soak), instead 
of pdecaro of the text. rec. Fritzsche conjectures that the word may originally have been ndvvaro (sweetened). His text 
reads: Kal Thy orpwuvnv adrav 7 ndvvaTO THY amdrny avTay eis aluo, For amdtyy avtwv, the Codd. III. 52. 64. and others 
have anarnctoav, while II. X. 19. 28. 44. 55. and others read the latter without omitting the former, except that X 
leaves out the pronoun. 14 A. V.; the servants... . the lords. 

Ver. 4.— A. V.: and hast given. 16 their (so 19.) daughters... 


to be divided amongst. 17 which. 


. their (avrav, 19. 64 74. al. Co. Ald.) spoils 
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5 and called upon thee for aid. O God, O my God, hear me also, the* widow. For, 
thou hast wrought the former things, and these, and those that followed and present 
things; and what will be thou hast thought of,? and what thou hast thought of has 

6 come to pass;* and * what things thou didst determine were ready at hand, oo said, 
Lo, we are here. For all thy ways are prepared, and thy judgment is in® fore- 

7 knowledge. For behold, the Assyrians are multiplied in their power; they are = 
alted with horse and rider; ° they glory in the strength of footmen; they hope : 
in shield, and spear, and bow, and sling, and know not that thou art Lord, deciding 
battles. Lord® 7s thy name. Throw down their strength in thy power, and pene 
low ™ their force in thy wrath, for they have purposed to defile thy sanctuary, and . 
to pollute the tabernacle where thy glorious name resteth, to strike off with the 

9 sword the horns ® of thy altar. Behold their pride; send down * thy wrath upon 
10 their heads; give into mine hand, the * widow’s, the power that I have conceived ; 
smite by the deceit of my lips servant ** with prince, and prince with his servant ; 
break down their stateliness by the hand of a woman. For thy power standeth not 
in a” multitude, nor thy might in strong men ; but * thou art a God of the lowly,” 
a helper of the oppressed, an upholder of the weak, a protector of the forlorn, a 
saviour of them that are without hope. Verily, verily,” O God of my father, and 
God of the inheritance of Israel, Lord of the heavens and the earth, Creator of the 
waters, King of all thy creatures,” hear thou my prayer, and make my speech and 
deceit to be their wound and stripe, who have purposed cruel things against thy 
covenant, and thy hallowed house, and against the top of Sion, and against the 
house of the possession of thy children. And make thy whole nation and every 
tribe fully recognize and know that ” thou art the God of all power and might, and 
that there is none other that protecteth the race * of Israel but thou. 

Vers. 4-6.—1 A. V.: a. 2 For thou hast wrought not only those things, but also the things which fell out before, 
and which ensued after ; thou hast thought upon the things which are now, and which are to come. 8 The clause, 
and what thou hast thought of, ete. (kai éyer7#Onoav & évevonOys), is omitted by 52. 248. 248. Co. Ald. # AV. Yea: 
5 judgments are in thy. For  xpious, III. 64. 248. Co. Ald. read ai xpicecs ; 58. Old Lat. Syr., at xricers. 

Vers. 7, 8. —® A. V.: man (Gr., avaBdrn). 7 their footmen ... . trust. 8 the Lord that breakest the (Gr., 
ovvrpiBwv, but here better rendered by ‘‘ deciding; *’ cf. xvi. 3). 9 the Lord. 10 down. 1 and (Fritzsche 
receives a cai from X. 19. 44.). 1 and to cast down with. (The xaé here the same critic rejects as not appearing in 
Ii. IIT. X. 44. 55. 58. ‘Strike off? would seem to be a better rendering for xaraBadeiy than that given in the A. V., if 
the context is considered.) 18 horn. It should be rendered as plural. Cf. Com. 

Vers. 9-14.—14 A. V.: and send. 15 which am a widow. 16 the servant. (The A. Y. has the article also before 
each of the three following substantives, although not found in the Greek.) 17 omits a. 18 for (Gr., aAAd). 
19 afflicted (Gr., tawewav). % I pray thee, I pray thee (Gr., vai vai).  % andearth.. . . every creature (Gr., réons 
krisews cov. The pronoun is omitted by 44. 58. 74. 76. 106. 236.). °2 every nation and every tribe to acknowledge 
that. The Gr. of Fritzsche’s text is roiyaov éri mavris eOvous cov Kal maons Huds. The text. rec. (with X.) has émi wav 


70 vos. The Codd. IIT. 58. 64. 248. 248. 249. Co. Ald. write the first clause as in the former instance, excepting cov, 
which they omit —all but 64. 248. 8 people (€@vous, 52. 58. 64. 248. 248. Co. Ald.). 


11 


12 
13 


14 


Cuaprer IX. 


Ver. 1. Uncovered the sackcloth. She wore it 
under her mourning garments. See viii. 5. — 
Incense of that evening. Cf. Ex. xxx. 7, 8. 

Ver. 2. She prays to the God of her father 
Simeon. See viii. 1. This invocation would 
seem to be scarcely in place when we consider 
that Jacob highly disapproved of the conduct of 
his sons which is here applauded. Cf. Gen. xxxiy. 
80, and xlix. 5-7. It is, in fact, but another evi- 
dence of the later origin of our book, when alone 
one would have ventured so to reverse the verdict 
of this patriarch. An intense hatred of “the 
heathen,” as at the time of the Maccabees, might 
well be the immediate cause of this change of 
sentiment. Dereser (Com., p. 166) remarks: “If 
Judith, who sprang from Simeon, looked upon that 
event from another point of view, one is not per- 
mitted to hold her private opinion for a declara- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures.” (!) — Who de- 
flowered, etc. The word whtpay Grotius would 





change to uitpav. But the former has the support 
of nearly all the MSS. 

Ver. 4. Pollution of their [the Israelites’] 
blood, ?.e., through the shameful act of the She- 
chemites. 

Ver. 7. Multiplied in their power. They have 
an immense military force. 

Ver. 8. Képas. It is used doubtless in a col- 
lective sense. Cf. Ex. xxvii. 2. 

Ver. 10. The Old Latin has ex labiis suasionis 
mee. Codex Corb. reads charitatis for suasionis. 
They are evident corrections. — Stateliness, avdc- 
thua, ‘The same word is used of Israel at xii. 8, 
“raising up,” 7.e., elevation. It is the earlier 
form of dvdoreua (from avlornpt). 

Ver. 13. My word and deceit, 7. ¢., my deceit- 
ful, misleading words. The following words are 
added as a justification of this petition. — The top 
(kopupijs) of Zion, i.e., Mount Zion, by which 
here Jerusalem is meant. 
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CHAPTER X. 


1 _Anp it came to pass when! she had ceased to cry unto the God of Israel, and. 
2 had made an end of all these words, she rose from her prostration,? and called her 

maid, and went down into the house in which she passed ® the sabbath days, and ° 
3 her * feast days, and took® off the sackcloth which she had on, and laid off ° the 
garments of her widowhood, and washed her body all over with water, and anointed 
herself with precious ointment, and arranged’ the hair of her head, and put on a 
turban,* and put on her garments of gladness, wherewith she was clad during the 
4 life of Manasses her husband. And she put® sandals upon her feet, and put on the 
anklets and the bracelets and the rings and the ear-rings and all her ornamentation ; 
and she adorned herself very much,” to allure the eyes of whatsoever men might 7 
see her. And™ she gave her maid a canteen “ of wine, and a cruse of oil, and 
filled a bag with barley bread,” and cakes 7° of figs, and with pure™ bread; and she 
wrapped up all her vessels ** together, and laid them upon her. And they went 
forth to the gate of the city of Betulua,” and found standing by it Ozias, and the 
elders * of the city, Chabris and Charmis. And when they saw her — her ” counte- 
nance was altered, and her apparel changed  — they wondered at her beauty very 
greatly, and said unto her, The God™ of our fathers give thee favor, and accom- 
plish thine enterprises* to the pride * of the children of Israel, and to the exalta- 
tion of Jerusalem. And she * worshipped God. And she said unto them, Com- 
mand the gate of the city to be opened unto me, and I will* go forth to accomplish 
the things whereof you have spoken with me. And™ they commanded the young 
10 men to open unto her, as they® had spoken. And they did so. And* Judith 
went out, she, and her maid with her. And the men of the city looked after her, 
until she had*® gone down the mountain, and * till she had passed the valley, and 

they * could see her no more. 

11 And®* they went straight forward * in the valley; and an outpost ® of the As- 
12 syrians met her, and laid hold of * her, and asked her, Of what people art thou? 
and whence comest thou and whither goest thou? And she said, I am a daughter ® 
of the Hebrews, and am fleeing *° from them because *! they shall be given you to 
13 be consumed ; and I am going * before Olophernes the chief general “ of your army, 
to make a truthful report ; ** and I will shew hima way, whereby he shall * go, and 
win all the hill country, and of his men shall not one man, not one living soul perish.*® 

14 And* when the men heard her words, and beheld her countenance, they wondered 
15 greatly at her beauty, and said unto her, Thou hast saved thy life, in that thou hast 


eC © SF SS Ch 


Vers. 1-3. —1.A. V.: Now after that (éyévero is omitted by 44. 106.). 2 where she had fallen down. See Com. 
8 A. Y.: in the which she abode in (Greek, d:érpuBer, etc.). 4 inher. - 5 pulled. 6 put off (Gr., ééed¥caro, and 
in the preceding line meprefAaro). 7 praided (Gr., duérage). 8 atire uponit. See Com. 

Ver. 4.—9 A. V.: took (Gr., éAaBe--- - eis). 10 about her her bracelets and her chains (WeAra, see Com.), and her 
rings (SaxrvAcous ; ef. Is. iii. 20, where this word (in the LXX.) is rendered in the A. V. ‘‘ ear-rings ” being followed by 
mepidééia, “rings *’) and her ear-rings (évwria, at Is. iii. 20, “‘ nose jewels’) and all her ornaments (7ov xécpov), and 
decked herself bravely (€kaAAwzicato opdbpa). 11 For ararnow of the text. rec. Il. (with III. X. cited by Fritzsche) 
has aravrnow, which might therefore weli-be adopted, although the idea of meeting to charm, attract, is not excluded. 
12 A. V.: all men that should. 

Ver. 5.—13 A. V.: Then. 14 hottle. (For doxomvtivyv, which was a leather-covered canteen, X. has simply ackév, 
“ wine-skin.’’) 15 parched corn (Gr., aAdirwr). 16 lumps (cf. 1 Sam. xxv. 18; xxx. 12, where the same word in 
the LXX. is rendered in the A. V. “‘ cakes *’). 17 fine (Gr., ka8apov). It was pure in a ceremonial sense. This word 
is omitted by 44. 71. 74. 76. 106. 236. Old Lat. Syr. but it is doubtless genuine. 18 A. V.: so she folded all these 
things (marg., wrapped or packed). The Greek is mepiediAwoe ravta ra ayyeia. Cf. Com. 

- Vers. 6-9.—19 A. V.: Thus. 20 Bethulia. 21there .... ancients. 22 A. V.: that («a¢) her (see Com.). 
% was changed. 24 repeats the God. (The second 6 eds is not found in II. III. X. 44. 55. 58. 71. 74. 76. 106. 236. 249. 
Old Lat.) 25 enterprises (Gr., émutySedpara ; cf. xi. 6, where it is rendered “‘ purposes,”’ and xiii. 5, where it is trans- 
lated as here). 26 glory. 27 Then they (28. 44. 52. 55., ete., with Co. Ald. have the plural). 28 gates..... that 
Imay. % So. % she (sing. found in III. X. 64. 74. Co. Ald., and with the addition avrots in 19. 108. ; ef. viii. 35). 

Vers. 10-12. —81 A. V.: when they had done so, Judith 32 was. 38 and (Co.). 34 omits they. 35 Thus. 
36 forth. 87 the first watch, ete. (Gr., cuvyvrncev .... mpodvdaky. Cod. 58., with the Old Lat. and Syr. have, “and 
_ fhe met the first watch,” ete. At xiv. 2 we find the same word with the article, eis rv mpopvAaxyy). 38 took (Gr., 
ovvéAaBov). 89 woman (Gr., @vydrnp). 40 am fled. 41 for. a 

Ver. 18.—42.A. V.: coming. captain. declare words of truth. 45 can. (The verb is future, and might be 
better so rendered in this place.) 46 without losing the body or life of any one of his men. The translation is not 
absolutely incorrect, but lacks the force of the original (cap{ mia ovdé mvedpua Sw7s, etc.). 

Vers. 14. —47 A. V.: Now. 
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————oS En an ain ae 
hasted to come down to the presence of our lord. And now* come to his tent, and 
some of us will? conduct thee, until they have delivered thee to his hands. And if so 
be ® thou standest before him, be not afraid in thy heart, but report that which thou 
hast spoken,’ and he will treat® thee well., And® they chose out from thera 
selves? an hundred men, and they accompanied * her and her maid and brought 
her to the tent of Olophernes. And there was a concourse in all the camp, for her 
coming was noised among the tents; and they came and encircled? her, as she stood 
without the tent of Olophernes, till they told him of her. And they wondered at her 
beauty, and admired the children of Israel because of her, and every one opiate aS 
neighbor, Who will" despise this people, that have among ee such women? It 
is not good that one man of them be left, who being let go could ® deceive the whole 
earth. And they that kept guard by “ Olophernes went out, and all his servants, and 
they brought her into the tent. And Olophernes rested npon his bed under the mos- 
quito net, which was woven with purple, and gold, and emerald,!° and precious secues 
And" they told” him of her; and he came out into the front part of * his tent, 
and silver lamps were borne before him. And when Judith came” before him 
and his servants, they all marvelled at the beauty of her countenance. And she 
fell down upon her face, and did reverence unto him. And his servants took her 


up. 


Vers 15-17.— A. V.: 1 now therefore 2 shall. 83 when (Gr., éav). 4 shew unto him according to thy 
word. 5 entreat. 6 Then. 7 of them. 8 to accompany (marg., and they prepared a chariot for her). The 
Greek is kat mapé¢evéav av7p. At xv. 11 we find éevée ras apaéas avrjs, rendered in the A. Vv. by ‘‘ made Teady her 
carts.” At 1 Kings xviii. 44, we have in the LXX. ed£ov 70 dpa cov (A. V.: Prepare thy chariot), as rendering for a 
Hebrew word meaning “to bind.” But here the force of the preposition is to be noted. Literally, the verb means to 
yoke beside, to couple, i. e., they joined themselves to her as an escort. 9 A, V.: they brought. 


16 
ie 
18 
19 


20 


22 
23 


Vers. 18-28. — 10 A. V.: Then was there. ..,. . throughout. . . . about. 11 would. 12 surely it. (See Com.) 
18 might. 14 Jay near. 15 Now... . acanopy (see Com.) .. . . emeralds (58.) 16 So. ; 17 shewed (Gr., 
aviyyevAay). 18 before (Gr., eis To mpookjviov. The A. V. gives the impression that he went outside of his tent, but 


it was into what was called in Latin. the proscenium = doyetov of Polyb. xxx. 13, 4). 


19 with silver lamps going. 
20 And when J. was come. 


CHAPTER X. 


Ver. 2. Kal avéorn. Cf. on the force of the 


connective the note at v. 20.—’Amd Tis mrdécews. 
This word means simply “ fall,” and refers only to 
Judith’s prostrate position, and not at all (as im- 

lied in the A. V.) to the place where ‘she was. 

ee ix. 1.— Precious ointment. Different kinds 
of oil were used for this purpose: olive oil, oil of 
myrrh, and of the castor bean. Here it is called 
pupov, and its valuable quality indicated by de- 
scribing it as thick, rayos. — In which she passed. 
Cf. viii. 5, 6. 

Ver. 3. A turban, ultpay. The A. V. has in 
the margin, “Gr. mitre;” but it is a different 
word which is so rendered at iv. 15 («ldapis). Cf. 
xvi. &, where also we find the present word ren- 
dered “tire” in the A.V. It seems better to 
render by “turban,” as the word “mitre” has a 
technical meaning in connection with the dress of 
the priests. 

Ver. 4. Sandals were not worn in the house. 
Great attention was bestowed on them by the 
female sex, the thongs with which they were bound 
on being often richly embroidered. — XA.davas, 
anklets. This word is used by the LXX. to trans- 
late TTYS. It means a going, marching, and in 
the plural step-chains. They were short chains 
attached by females to the ankle-band of each 
foot, so as to compel them to take short steps, go 
“mincingly.” See Is. iii. 30. It may mean here 
“bracelet” or “anklet;” but probably has the 
latter signification, as another word for “ bracelet,” 
WéAra, immediately follows. 

Ver. 5. In this scrupulosity of Judith with 
respect to what she ate there is evidence of a late 
authorship for our book. She would not eat even 








the ordinary bread of her own people, she says. 
It must be xa@apés. This word, however, is prob- 
ably meant simply to distinguish the Jewish prep- 
aration from that of the heathen. Cf. xii. 1, 2.— 
The word ‘repidirAdw, fold together, wrap up, is 
said to be found only here. Judith was afraid 
these vessels, to be used in cooking, might come 
in contact with something ceremonially unclean. 


Ver. 7. On kat in asecondary clause after a 
particle of time, cf. Winer, p. 438. The clause 
beginning “and her countenance was altered,” 
with the one next following, are parenthetic, be- 
ing the ground of the following assertion. 

Ver. 8. She worshipped God. This prob- 
ably refers to a simple bowing or kneeling. Some 
suspect, however, a failure in translation, and 
think that Judith bowed herself before the elders. 

Ver. 10. ’Aweckdrevoy, looked after her. The 
word contains the idea of looking down from 
above. The ending evw for ew is of late origin. 
Cf. Winer, p. 92. j 

Ver. 13. Atapwrvéw. It means, first, to sound 
apart, to be out of harmony. At a later period, 
however, it received other derived meanings: (1) 
to be wanting, to be missed; (2) to perish. Hither 
of the last two meanings would be proper in the 
present case. 

Ver. 14, For the construction where xaf intro- 
ducing the principal clause is left untranslated, 
cf. verse 7, above, and v. 20. ‘ ‘ 

Ver. 15. Willconduct, mporéuovor. The first 
meaning of the verb is to dismiss, send forth. See 
Wisd. xix. 2.; Xen., Cyr., ii 4, 8. A secondary 
meaning, as here (cf. Acts xv. 3), is to accompany, 
Cf. 1 Esd. iv. 47; 1 Mace. xii. 4. ~ 
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Ver. 17. The number of men sent as escort to] seems to be simply to the curtains: éy TO KWYO- 
Judith and her maid to the tent of Olophernes| me. Cf. xiii 15; xvi. 19. Other forms of the 
seems, from our point of view, somewhat large. |word in use in ecclesiastical Greek were kovw- 

Ver. 19. “Ort, rendered “surely” in the A.|wedy and kwvwrlwy. : 
V., appears designed to introduce the remark of| Ver. 22. The lights were necessary, inasmuch 
some other person, and may be omitted in the|as it was still night (xi. 3). She had gone forth 
translation. in the night, probably in order to make it seem 

Ver. 21. Kwvwmeiov. It was a couch with cur-| more likely that she was a fugitive (viii. 33). But 
tains used to protect one from mosquitoes, and|the sentinels and the men of the camp—how 
the name was derived from xévwp, a gnat (Lat. | could they have discovered, then, that she was so 
culex). Cf. Herod., ii. 95. Here the reference |extraordinarily beautiful? See verses 14, 19. 


Cuarter XI. 


1 Awp Olophernes said unto her, Woman, be of good comfort, fear not in thine 

heart, for I never hurt any that was willing to serve Nabuchodonosor, king? of 

2 all the earth. And now ? if thy people that dwelleth in the mountains had not set 

light by me, I would not have lifted up my spear against them ; but they have done 

3 these things to themselves. And* now tell me wherefore thou didst flee 4 from 

them, and didst*® come unto us; for thou dost ® come for safety.’ Be of good com- 

4 fort, thou shalt live ® this night, and hereafter ; for none shall hurt thee, but treat ° 

5 thee well, as they do the servants of king Nabuchodonosor my lord. And” Judith 
said unto him, 

Receive the words of thy servant, and suffer thy handmaid to speak in thy pres- 

6 ence, and I will report ¥ no lie to my lord this night. And if thou wilt follow the 

words of thine handmaid, God will bring the thing perfectly to pass by thee ; and my 

7 lord shall not fail of his purposes. For as Nabuchodonosor king of all the earth 

liveth, and as * his power liveth, who hath sent thee to put in order ® every living 

thing, not “ only do men serve * him by thee, but also the beasts of the field, and 

the cattle, and the fowls of the air, shall live by thy power under Nabuchodonosor 

8 and all his house. For we have heard of thy wisdom and the subtle devices of thy 

spirit ; 7° and it is reported in all the earth, that thou only art clever ™ in all the 

9 kingdom, and mighty in insight, and admirable as army leader.* And now as 

concerning that which Achior said” in thy council, we have heard his words ; for 

the men of Betulua * saved him, and he informed them of ” all that he had spoken 

10 unto thee. Therefore, O lord and governor, disregard™ not his word; but lay it 

up in thine heart, for it is true. For our race is not punished, neither does the 

11 sword prevail against them, except they sin against their God. And now, that 

my lord be not driven out ** and so become unsuccessful,” and that death may 

fall* upon them, sin* hath overtaken them, wherewith they will provoke their 

12 God to anger, when they do *® that which is not allowed* to be done. For since 

victuals failed #? them, and water of every kind was scant, they have determined 

to fall * upon their cattle, and purposed to consume all those things, that God by his 

13 laws hath forbidden them to eat.** And they have * resolved to consume * the first- 

fruits of the grain, and the tenths of the” wine and the * oil, which they had reserved 


Vers. 1-7. 1A. V.: Then said Olofernes . . . . the king. 2 Now therefore, 8 But. 4 art fled. 5 art. 
6 art. 7 safeguard. 8 For ¢non, X. offers Sw chon. 8 A. V.: entreat. 10 Then. U declare. 2 As 
Femara. 18 for the upholding of (Gr., eis karépOwarr). 14 for not. 15 only men shall serve. 

Vers. 8-10. —16 A. V.: thy policies (Gr., 7a mavouvpyevpara THs Wux7s cov). M7 excellent (Gr., aya6és, but its mean- 
ing is determined by the context ; marg. of A. V., in favour). 18 knowledge (QGr., émurrjuy) and wonderful in feats of 
war (Gr., év atparevpact roAcuov). 19 Now. the matter, which Achiordid speak. #1 Bethulia. 22 declared 
unto them. % reject (Gr., wapéAOys). % nation shall not be punished (Gr., ov . . . . éxSuxarar), 25 can . 
prevail (ovSé katucxver). 

Vers. 11, 12. —%6 A. V.: defeated (éxBodos). 27 and frustrate of his purpose. 8 even death is now fallen (Gr., kat 
émumecetrat Oavaros émt, the force of iva being continued from the preceding clause). 29 and their sin. There isa 
rat, butseeCom. °° A. V.: whensoever they shalldo. 1 fit. (SeeCom.) % for their (III. 23. 44. al. Co. Ald.) 
victuals fail. The particle ydép is omitted in III. X. 19. 44. 52. 55. al. Co. and Ald., and the verb changed from éé¢A- 
umev to wapeééAurev (III. 236., apeééAcrmev), i. ¢., the yép appears as wap in these authorities by mistake. od. II. has 
cééAcumev. 98 A. V.: all their water is scant,and ... . lay hands (Gr., mov tdwp... . émiBadciv). 4 God hath for- 
bidden them to eat by his laws. 

Ver.13.—95A.V.: andare. ‘spend. 7 corn....of.  %8 omits the. 
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as sacred to! the priests that serve in Jerusalem before the face of our God, which? 
things it is not lawful for any of the people so much as to touch with their hands. 
And they have sent messengers * to Jerusalem, because they also that dwell there 
have done the like, to bring them the permission from the council.t And it shall 
be when it announces it to them and they do #,> they shall be given thee to be de- 
stroyed the same day. Wherefore I thy servant, having learned of ® all this, 
fled’ from their presence; and God sent® me to work things with thee, whereat 
all the earth shall be astonished, whosoever® shall hear it. For thy servant 
is God-fearing,” and serveth the God of heaven night and day. And now ™ 
my lord, I will remain with thee, and thy servant will go out by night*® into 
the valley, and I will pray unto God, and he will announce to 74 me when they have 
committed their sins; and I will come and shew @¢ unto thee; and” thou shalt go 
forth with all thine army, and there is none of them that will?® resist thee. 
And I will lead thee through the midst of Judea, until thou come before Jerusalem ; 
and I will set thy throne in the midst thereof; and thou shalt drive them as sheep 
that have no shepherd, and a dog shall not growl” at thee; for these things were 
told me 8 according to my foreknowledge, and they were announced unto me, and I 
was sent 7 to tell thee. 

And ” her words pleased Olophernes and all his servants ; and they marvelled at 
her wisdom, and said, There is not such a woman from one end of the earth to the 
other, for beauty of face, and intelligent speech. And ” Olophernes said unto her, 
God hath done well to send thee before the people, that strength might be in our 
hands, but 2 destruction upon them that lightly regard my lord. And now thou 
art beautiful ™ in thy form,” and sagacious in thy speech ;*° surely if thou do as 
thou hast spoken, thy God shall be my God, and thou shalt dwell in the palace 7 
of king Nabuchodonosor, and shalt be renowned through the whole earth. 
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14 
15 


16 
Ld 


18 
19 


20 
22 
23 


Vers. 13-15.—1A. V.: sanctified and reserved for (Gr., duepvAatav ayrdcavtes). 2 the which. %For... .some. 
There is no word for messengers in the Greek, but it is contained in the verb and the following tots petaxopicovras. 
4A. YV.: a license from the senate (Gr., rhv dbeow ....yepovaias. Cf. iv. 8). 5 Now when they shall bring them 
word (for éorar.... ds av avayyetAn — 52. 64. 248. 248. Co. Ald. have the fut. plur.), they will forthwith do it, and. 

Vers. 16-19. —6 A. V.; thine handmaid (ef. vers. 5, 17) knowing (émeyvovca). 7 am flied. 8 hath sent. 9 and 
whosoever. 10 religious. 11 day and night (as 19. 44. 106. 108. 286.). 1" now therefore. 18 by night (Gr., xara 
virra, i. e., night by night). 1 tell. (Fritzsche adopts avayyeAc? from IIT. 19. 52. 58. 64. Old Lat. instead of pet of the 
text. rec.) 5 then, Fritzsche adopts xai here from III. 23. 44. 55. 58. 71. 74. 76. Co. Ald. It is wanting in the tezt. 
rec. 16 A.V: shallbe... . shall. 17 so much as open his mouth. Literally, it would be, “ mutter with his 
tongue.” 18 A. V.: were told me (marg., have I spoken, éhadjOn wor; cf. Luke i. 45; Acts. ix. 6; Heb. ix. 19). 
19 declared . . . . am sent (Gr., ameoraAnv). 

Vers. 20-238. —20 A. V.: Then. 2! both for. wisdom of words. Fritzsche adopts the reading év cadAeu mpoowmrov 
from 19. 44. 52. 64. Old Lat. Syr. ButIL,withITI., has ev kad@ mpoodmm. The text. rec. agrees with the latter, excepting 
the preposition. 2 A. V.: Likewise. 23 and. 24 both beautiful. 25 countenance (Gr., idee). 26 witty in 
thy words. The word rendered ‘‘ witty *? is dya8és, whose generic meaning is “ good.” But it means good in its kind, 
and hence may be used as an epithet for all sorts of nouns as opposed to xaxdés, bad in its kind. See Liddell and Scott’s 
Lex., ad voc. The context here determines, as at ver. 8, the particular meaning to be attached to it. 27 house. 


CHAPTER XI. 


Ver. 2. Set light by me, épatAicdy we. Cf. 
verse 22, and remarks in Com. at i.11. 


Wer a.) roras IN: ...a.¢ liveth. Here we 


in the middle voice, to get, save for one’s sel, : get 
possession gf. The active is also sometimes so 
used. The LXX. uses this word at Gen. xii. 12: 


have (7, and not, as at ii. 12, the unusual parti- 
ciple. Cf. remarks in Com. at that place. — The 
beasts of the field. Cf. for a similar thought 
Bar. iii. 16, and Ps. viii. 7; but especially Jer. 
xxvii. 6, where it is said by the prophet that God 
had given the beasts of the field to serve Nebu- 
chadnezzar. — ’Em) N. ka) mavtds .rod otkov abrod. 
We adopt this emendation of Fritzsche, in which 
the genitive is substituted for the accusative, 
the latter being in such a connection apparently 
inadmissible. 

Ver. 8. 


As army leader. Lit., in armies of 
war. 


But Wahl would render orpdrevpa here by 





camp. 
Ver. 9. Saved him (marg. of A. V., gat him), 
meprerornoavro. Cf. 1 Mace. vi. 44, to get (aepimoi- 


fico) him, etc. The literal meaning is to make 
remain over and above; hence, to keep safe, save ; 


but they will save thee alive (c& 5 meprmovhoovrat). 

Ver. 11. We have translated the words @«Bodos 
and &mpaxrtos in their usual signification ; the first 
by driven out, and the second by unsuccessful. Cf. 
Fritzsche, Com., ad loc. — Not allowed to be 
done, aromlay. Lit., that which is out of place. Here 
in the sense of anything sinful. The word in this 
form does not occur elsewhere in the LXX. or 
N. T.— For the force of xaf before kateAdBero, 
see v. 20. ’ 

Ver. 12. <All the water (A. V.). Better, wa- 
ter of every kind (ray $3wp), including rain-water, 
spring water, etc. —’Emadciv is used intransi 
tively in the sense of fall upon. The Old Latin 
adds: et bibere sanguinem eorum. 

Ver. 13. Which. We might have expected 
és instead of the neuter &— The word atros 
means “‘ wheat,” and also “ grain ” in general, 


~ 
, 
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Ver. 16. The old question here comes up:|necessary which is opposed to the moral law ? 
whether deception is ever justifiable, —whether|It is certainly a remarkable circumstance that 
especially, however, this deception of Judith can| Judith is so exceedingly particular not to break 
be justified. There are two classes of apologists | the ceremonial law with respect to eating anything 
for her: (1) those who would find in her words a] forbidden ; while she seems to regard it asa mark 
double sense, one of which'was true; (2) those | of special virtue to practice this deception on Olo- 
who declare her actions right on the ground of | phernes, and even asks God’s blessing on her acted 
necessity. Does, then, necessity know no law,|and spoken falsehoods. 
not eyen a moral one? Or can anything be 





Cuaptrer XII. 


1 Awnp* he commanded to bring her in where his silver vessels were set out,? and 
bade that they should spread a mat for her that she might eat of his food, and drink 

2 of his wine.* And Judith said, I will not eat thereof, lest there be an offence ; but 
3 provision shall be made for me of the things that have been brought along.* And ® 
Olophernes said unto her, But if what thou hast fail, whence could we get to give 
thee like them ? ® for there are’ none with us of thy nation. And Judith said® unto 
him, As thy soul liveth, my lord, thy servant will not consume” those things that 
I have, before the Lord work by mine hand the things that he hath determined. 
And™* the servants of, Olophernes brought her into the tent, and she slept till mid- 
night ; and she arose towards * the morning watch, and sent to Olophernes, saying, 
Let my lord now bid that thy servant be suffered to go forth unto prayer. And? 
Olophernes commanded the body guard ™ that they should not prevent * her. And 
she abode in the camp three days, and went out every ” night into the valley of 
Betulua,* and washed herself at the fountain of water in” the camp. And when 
she came out, she besought the Lord God of Israel to direct her way to the raising 
9 up of the children of her people. And * she came in clean, and remained so ” in the 
10 tent, until she ate her food towards * evening. And it came to pass on™ the fourth 
day that * Olophernes made a feast to his servants only, and included none of the 

11 officers among the invited. And he said” to Bagoas the eunuch, who had charge 
over all that he had, Go now, and persuade the ** Hebrew woman who * is with thee, 

12 to” come unto us, and eat and drink with us. For lo, it were *' a shame for our per- 
son, if we should ® let such a woman go, without having had intercourse with her ;* 

13 for if we win her not, she will laugh at us.** And Bagoas went out® from the 
presence of Olophernes, and came in to her, and said,®° Let not, I pray,® this fair 
damsel scruple to come to my lord, to be ** honored in his presence, and drink 
wine for merriment with us, and become this day as one of the daughters of the 
14 Assyrians, who” serve in the palace of Nabuchodonosor. And Judith said unto 
him, And who am I,* that I should gainsay my lord? for everything that *' pleas- 
eth him I will do speedily, and it* shall be my joy unto the day of my death. 


Vers. 1-3. —1A. Y.: Then. 2 plate was set (cf. Com.). 8 they should prepare for her of his own meats, and that 
she should . . . . own wine (Gr., kataotp@cat aity ard Tay dWororjpatwv avTod, etc.). 4 forme, of .... that I 
have brought (Gr., é« tay nKoAovOynKoTwr, etc.). 5 Then, 6 If thy provision should fail how should we give thee 
the like (Gr., ro0ev éfoicouev — éEouer, III. 19. 28. 52. 58. Co. Ald, —aor dSodvar, duora avrots). 7 be. 8 Kor 
vous we find yévovs in IIT. 19. 44. 55., etc., with Co. Ald., and Aaod in 58. The first word, however, would have been 
quite proper in the mouth of Olophernes. 


1 Or iow 


co 


Vers. 4-7. —®A. V.: Then said Judith. 10 thine handmaid shall not spend. uThen. 1 when it was towards. 
13 command that thine handmaid may... Then. 14 his guard (Gr., tots gwnaropvAagt). 16 stay. 16 thus. 
Winthe. For xara vixra, 19. 23. 44. 55. and others read thy vi«ra (Jun., noctu), but it does not agree so well with the 
context. Cf. xi. 17. 18 A. V.: Bethulia. 19 ina. 20 by. The words év 77 wapeuBodj are omitted in 58. 
Old Lat. Syr., but obviously with design, in order to spare Judith. 
~ Vers. 9, 10.—#1 A. V.: So. 22 omits so (which seems necessary to complete the sense). 23 did eat her meat at. 
% And in (Gr., éyévero év; the verb is omitted by 44. 71. 106.). 25 omits that. °6ownservants ... . called none 


of the officers to the banquet. See Com. For xpyovw (tov worov being understood) of the text. rec., IIT. 19. 28. 44. 52, 
58. and others, with Co. Ald., have «Ajow, which is probably correct, and we have rendered accordingly. 

Vers. 11-138.—*7A.V.:Thensaidhe. this, which, that she. 7 willbe. The copula is wanting, 
and what we have substituted seems more suitable. 82 A. V.: shall (future with the force of the subjunctive). 
33 her company (Gr., optAnoavres avTp, here used technically of sexual intercourse), % draw (Gr., émomacdpe0a ; 
see Com.) her not untous....ustoscorn. Then went Bagoas. ‘%cameto....hesaid. 4% omits I pray (5%) 
with 64. 248. Co. Ald. 88 A. V.: fearto....and to be. 39 and be merry.... be made... . which. 

Ver. 14. — 49 A. V.: house of Nabuchodonosor, Then said Judith, Who am I now, 41 surely whatsoever (Gr., ore 
mav). 42 The pronoun 7odro has wou either before or after it in II. IIT. 23, 44. 52. 55. 58. 64., ete., with Co. Ald. It 
does not appear in the text rec., or in that of Fritzsche. 
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tation.’ 
front of * Olophernes, 


16 might recline® and eat upon them. 


Olophernes’ * heart was ravished with her, 
and he had sought opportunity to seduce 
And Olophernes said unto her, Drink now, 
And Judith said, I will indeed” drink, my lord, because 


greatly intercourse with her ; 
the day that he had seen her. 
and be merry with us. 
my life’ is magnified 


Le 
18 
in me this day 
19 


THE APOCRYPHA. 


And! she arose, and decked herself with her apparel and all her woman’s ornamen- 
And her maid came up and spread the mats® on the ground for her in 
which she had received of Bagoas for her daily use, 
And® Judith came in and reclined;* and 


that she 


and his soul® was moved, and he desired 
10 her, from 


more than all the days since I was born. 


And™ she took and ate and drank before him what her maid had prepared. 
20 And Olophernes took great delight in her, 


and drank much more wine than he had 


drunk at any time before © in one day since he was born. 


Ver. 15.—1 A. V.: So. 


4 over against. 5 sit. 

Vers. J6-20. —6 A. V.: Now when. 7 sat down. 
a time to deceive (Gr., Kal érjper Kaupdy Tov amarhaat). 
ing, é¢nrev karpov dmavTqoa avTy. 


2 attire (Gr., ravi TH KOoUG TH yuvacKety). 
excepting the last two, which it would thus connect directly with iwatiuope. 


8 Olofernes his. 
The Old Lat. and Syr., with 58., read with obvious color- 
11 A, V.: Then said O. 


The Codd. III. 19. 108. omit these words, 
3 A. V.: went and laid soft skins. 
9 mind. 10 her company, for he waited 


12 So J. said I will drink now (6%). 13 For ro ¢nv 


19. 108. give # yvx%, probably because of the supposed impropriety of the expression : ‘“‘my life is magnified ’’). 


14 A, V.: Then. 15 omits before (which is necessary 


to save the expression from a contradiction). 


Cuarter XII. 


Ver. 1. Silver vessels, dpyupduara. We pre- 
fer this rendering to that of the A. V., plate (ct. 
xy. 11). If the word plate were used, it should at 
least be limited by silver. — Spread a mat, kara- 
otpéca abt. The bed and sitting furniture are 
much the same among the Orientals. The mean- 
ing here is that a mat was to be spread for Judith, 
in order that she might recline and eat. 

Ver. 2. An offense, i.e. to God: asin. The 
special stress which in this book is laid on this 
matter of eating nothing unclean is noticeable. 
See Hitzig’s and Keil’s Com., respectively, at Dan. 
i. 8; and cf. Tob. i. 10; 1 Macc. i. 62 f.; 2 Macc. 
v. 27. 

Ver. 5. The tent especially designed for Judith 
seems to be meant. That it was adjoining that 
of Olophernes seems probable. Cf. verses 9 and 
11; also, x. 20; xiv. 17.— Till midnight. This 
is but the first night. One might suppose it 
hardly probable that all that has been described 
could have happened between early evening and a 
time much before midnight. Cf. viii. 33 ; x. 20, 
22; xi. 3, 

Ver. 7. Inthe camp, ¢y TH mapeuBorf. Gut- 
mann suspects a mistranslation. It is said, just 
before, that Judith went out (of the camp) into the 
valley of Betulua, and yet that she “ bathed at the 
fountain in the camp,” which is a contradiction. 
He thinks that év here is used to translate the 


Hebrew 2; which may mean as well “near,” or 
in the vicinity of. Others conjecture that the 
Greek translator read MITVI3 for 7379, “from 
the uncleanness.” But cf. vi. 11; vii. 3. 

Ver. 10. The word rendered ‘banquet is xpjiow 
in the common Greek text, which we have 
‘changed, however, to xkAjow, on the authority of 





the above-mentioned MSS. Its ordinary nreaning 
is “invitation” (Xen., Symp., i. 7); but here, 
evidently, it points to the “invited.” Fritzsche 
thinks the word in the original may have been 


S77, a convocation. None of the officers, 


oddéva tay mpds Tors xpelats, i. e., no one intrusted 
with the management of affairs, none of the higher 
officials. Participation in the feast was confined 
to a small number, because the object was simply 
to make an occasion for inviting Judith. 

Ver. 11. Bagoas. <A frequently recurring 
name among Persian eunuchs, and meaning much 
the same as eunuch in that language. 

Ver. 12. Win her not, wh) émoracdycéa. 
Xenophon uses this verb with reference to the 
seduction of a woman. Cf. Cyrop., v. 5, 10. 
The idea of employing force, if necessary, is not 
excluded. The word was also the one used to sig- 
nify the making of a prepuce by art. Cf. 1 Cor. 
vii. 18. 

Ver. 13. Lit., Thou wilt drink. (rteoa) wine. 
For this form of the verb, see Luke xvii. 8, and 
ef. Winer, p. 88. — Who serve, a? mapeothkactv. 
So xiii. 1, ‘‘ waiters.” 

Ver. 16. Was ravished, étéorn. Lit., put out 
of its place, changed, and, metaphorically, driven 
crazy. Cf. Matt. v. 28. 

Ver. 20. HidpavOn, for eippavOn, occurs a few 
times in the LXX. Cf. Lam. ii. 17.—In her, 
am’ avrjs. Cf. LXX. at 2 Chron. xx. 27. The 
preposition éx is also used with the genitive in 
this sense. See the LXX. at Prov. v.18. Some 
cursives read ém’ airy. Cf. vii. 12; xiv 18. The 
preposition is probably used to render the Heb. 


jy’, and indicates the source from which his joy 
proceeded. 
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Cuarter XIII. 

1 Now when the evening came on, his servants made haste to depart. And Bagoas 
shut his tent from? without, and shut out® the waiters from the presence of his 
lord; and they went to their beds, for they were all weary, because the feast had 

2 lasted quite long.* And Judith was left alone in the tent, with ® Olophernes who had 

3 fallen forward ® upon his bed, for he was filled with wine. And’ Judith had bid- 
den * her maid stand outside® her bedchamber, and wait? for her coming forth, as 
on every day, for she said she would go forth to her prayer. And she spake to Ba- 

4 goas to” the same purpose. And all went forth from her presence," and no one ® 

was left in the bedchamber, little or™ great. And” Judith, standing by his bed, 

said in her heart, O Lord God of all power, look at this time * upon the works of 
mine hands for the exaltation of Jerusalem. For now ‘s the time to help thine in- 
heritance, and to execute my purpose to the destruction of enemies who rose ¥ 
against us. And she went” to the pillar” of the bed, which was at Olophernes’ head, 
and took down his sword™ from thence; and approaching the bed, she * took hold 
of the hair of his head, and said, Strengthen me, O God of Israel, this day. And 
she smote twice upon his neck with all her might, and she took away his head from 
him, and rolled his body * from the bed, and removed the mosquito net ** from the 
pillars; and shortly ” after she went forth, and gave Olophernes’”** head to her maid ; 
10 and she put it in her provision-sack.” And they two went out® together, accord- 
ing to their custom, unto prayer, and having passed through the camp, they compassed 
that valley, and went up the mountain of Betulua,” and came to the gates thereof. 

11 And Judith cried from far*® to the watchmen upon the gates, Open, open now 

the gate; God, our®™ God, 7s with us, to shew Ais power yet in Israel,® and his 

12 might * against the enemy, as he hath also™ done this day. And it came to pass®® 

when the men of her city heard her voice, they made haste to go down to the gate 

13 of their city ; and they called the elders of the city. And they ® ran all together, 

small * and great, for her coming was unexpected to them; and * they opened the 
gate, and received them; and they * made a fire for a light, and stood round about 

14 them. But * she said to them with a loud voice, Praise God, praise; praise God, 

who* hath not taken away his mercy from the house of Israel, but hath destroyed 

15 our enemies by mine hands this night. And* she took the head out of the bag, 

and shewed 7#, and said unto them, Behold the head of Olophernes, chief general ae 
of the army of Assur, and behold the mosquito net,“ wherein he lay * in his drunk- 

16 enness; and the Lord hath smitten him by the hand of a woman. And as* the 

Lord liveth, who hath kept me in my way that I went, my countenance hath de- 
ceived him to his destruction, and he committed not ® sin with me, to defilement 


co aIND nr 


Vers. 1-3. —1A. V.: was come (Gr., éycvero). 2 omits from (Gr., ééwOev). 3 dismissed. The Codd. 23. 44. 64. 
al. Co., read aréAvoe; Ald., améAvoay; Old Lat., dimisit. But they are all doubtless corrections, and weaken the 
force of the original, amrékAeie. 4 A. V.: had been long (Gr., dca 7 emt wAetov yeyovevac). 5 and (kai, but here 
better rendered by ‘‘ with ”’). 6 lying along (Gr., mpowerTwxss). 7 Now. 8 had commanded (the tense is aorist, 
but with a pluperfect sense). 9 to stand without. 10 to wait. 11 she did daily (Gr., ca@drep Kad’ Huépav).... 
prayers. 12 spake to... . according to. : 

Vers. 4,5.—15 A. V.: So. 14 omits from her presence. After rpoowrov, III. 23. 62. 71. and others, with Co. Ald. 
(Fritzsche), read abrijs; 58.,’OAopépvov ; 44. and others, abrod ; text. rec., the word alone. 1A.V.: none. 16 neither 
little nor (lit., ‘‘ from little to,”’ cf. Jer. vi. 18). 17 Then. 48 present (Gr., épa). 19 mine enterprises (plur. 64. 243. 
248. Co. Ald.) .... the enemies which are risen. The substantive is without the article, and the verb is in the aorist. 

Vers. 6,7. —%° A. V.: Then she came. 21 Badwell suggested the reading «(ov (pillar) for ckavéve, but the authorities 
are unanimous for the latter, and it makes no special difficulty. Cod. 58. (with the Syr.) omits the allusion to the 
ped of Olophernes in this place, and avoids it at ver. 4, 22, A. V.: fauchin (cf. xvi. 9). 23 approached to his bed, 
and. 24 Q Lord God. The authorities for «vpue here are III. 44. 58. 248., etc., with Old Lat. Co. Ald. 

Vers. 9, 10. —% A. V.: tumbled (Gr., amexvAice) his body down. pulled down the canopy (seeCom.). 27 A.V.: 


anon. 28 Olopherneshis. (At ver. 6 we found ‘‘ Olophernes’ ’’ in the A. V.) 29 bagof meat. 9 so they twain went. 
81 when they passed the camp they compassed the (71.) valley. 31 Bethulia. The words ‘‘ unto prayer,” émt Thy mpoo- 
evx7v, are supported by IIT. X. 19. 23. 52. 58. al. Co. Ald., and we have not thought it best to omit them, although not 
found in the text. rec. or adopted by Fritzsche. 

Vers. 11-18. —32 A. V.: Then said Judith afar off. 383 at the gate (plur. in Gr., except in 74.). 34 even our. 
35 in Jerusalem (so Ald. and Greek Bible of 1597—Frankfort).  °¢ forces (Gr., Kpdaros). 7 even(Gr., Kai)  %% Now 
(44. 71. 106. omit éyévezo). 39 then they. 40 both small. 41 it was strange unto them that she was come: so. 
42 omits they. , ; 

Ver. 14-16. — 43 A. V.: Then. 44 Praise, praise God.... I say, for he (Gr., os). 45 So. 46 the chief captain, 


48 didlie. 49 As(Gr.,x«ai).  % yet hath he not committed (verb in aorist). 


« 


47 canopy 
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17 and shame.! And? all the people were greatly*® astonished, and bowed them- 


selves, and worshipped God, and said with one accord, Blessed be thou, O our 
God, who ® hast this day brought to nought the enemies of thy people. And Ozias 
said® unto her, O daughter, blessed art thou of the most high God above all the 
women upon the earth; and blessed de the Lord God, Creator of the heavens and 
the earth, who ® directed thee to the cutting off of the head of the chief of our enemies. 
For thy® confidence shall not depart from the heart of men, who” remember the 
power of God, for ever. And God make ™ these things to thee an eternal exalta- 
tion,” to visit thee in good things, because thou didst not spare thy life on account 
of the humiliation of our race,’ but didst help us up from our fall,* walking a straight 
path ® before our God. And all the people said, So be it, so be it. ~ 

2A,V.: Then. ® wonderfully (oé8pa). 


18 


MG 


Vers. 16-20. —1 to defile and shame me (Gr., eis uiaoua, etc.). 4 them- 


selves. 5 which. 6 Then said Oziasy. 7 which hath created (lit., “‘ who created ; ”? but better rendered as above, 
on account of what follows). 8 which hath. ® this thy. 10 which. 11 turn (Gr., roujoa). 12 for a per- 
petual praise (Gr., eis tifos aimveov). 18 hast not spared .... for the affliction... . nation. 14 hast revenged 


our ruin (Gr., émeéjAdes — here used in a friendly sense —7@ mrmpate Nov). 15 way. The substantive is involved 


in the yerb and adjective, and need not be italicized. 


CHarTer XIII. 


Ver. 2. Filled with wine. Lit., “ The wine|Didn’t the maid wonder at all, or Judith tremble 


Dereser : 


was poured out round about him.” 
“ He swam in wine.” 

Ver. 3. It is not explained how Judith was able 
to escape from the tent, although it was fastened 
from without. 

Ver. 4. Said in her heart. The Vulgate 
adds characteristically : “cum lacrymis et labiorum 
motu in silentio.” 

Ver. 6. Sword, akivdenv. It was a Persian 
sword, somewhat shorter than that of the Greeks 
and Romans, and a little bent at the point. Cf. 
Herod., vii. 54. 

Ver. 9. Dereser thinks that the reason why 
Judith rolled the body of Olophernes from the bed 
was in order to sever the head more completely 
from it, and that she took the mosquito net in 
order to wrap the head up init. It must have 
made a very large‘and suspicious-looking package ! 





while it was being put into the “ provision-sack ” ? 
We might reasonably expect a word or two on 
these points here. — From the pillars. The 
word used here for “ pillars” (ortAwy) is a differ- 
ent one (as it will be observed) from that used in 
verse 6. It means properly a “column,” and is 
elsewhere used in the Apocrypha at Wisd. xviii. 
83; Ep. of Jer. ver. 59; 1 Mace. xiii. 29. — Anon 
(A. V.), wer’ 6Alyov. Cf. Matt. xiii. 20, where this 
English word is also found with the same general 
signification, but as the rendering of ed@us, and 
Mark i. 30 for ed6éws. 

Ver. 15.. In his drunkenness, éy tats pé@ais 
avrod. The plural is used for emphasis. Cf. re- 
marks vi. 19. 

Ver. 19. Thy confidence. It refers to the 
good effects which her trust in God has accom- 
plished. 


CHAPTER XIV. 


1 Ann Judith said‘ unto them, Hear me now, my brethren, and take this head, 
2 and hang it upon the battlement of your wall? And as® soon as the morning 
shall appear, and the sun shall come forth upon the earth, take you every one his 
weapons, and go forth every mighty * man out of the city ; and give them a leader,® 
as though you would go down into the plain ° toward the outpost’ of the Assyrians ; 

8 and* go not down. And ® they will” take their weapons of war," and will go into 
their camp, and rouse” the generals ¥ of the army of Assur, and they will run to- 
gether “ to the tent of Olophernes, and will not find him; and fear will fall upon 

4 them, and they will flee before your face. And you, and all that inhabit every bor- 
5 der ™ of Israel, shall pursue them, and overthrow them as they go. But before you 
do these things, call me Achior the Ammanite,’ that he may see and recognize ® 
him that despised the house of Israel, and that sent him to us, as it were to death.” 

6 And” they called Achior out of the house of Ozias; and when he came,” and saw 
the head of Olophernes in a man’s hand in the assembly of the people, he fell down‘ 
Vers. 1-8.—1A. V.:; Then said Judith. 2 the highest place (Gr., émt ris éwad£ews ; as sing., the line of battle- 
scene, the parapet)... . walls. 8 80. 4 valiant. 5 set you a captain (here, apxny6v) over them. 6 field. 
watch (cf. x. 11). 8 but (Gr., cat, and the context agrees well with it). 9 Then. 10-shall (and in the five 


following verbs). 4 armour (Gr., mavomAlas). 2 yaise up. 13 i 7 i 
together (as 64. 248, 248. Co. Ald.). "1 but er MOUs cies eh ammo nee 
Vers. 4-6.—16 A V.: So... the coast. 17 Instead of kaAécare, 28, 44. 
makes the language of Judith even more dictatorial than the other. 
to the Greek; but cf. v. 5. 7 A. V.: know (Gr., émuyv@). 
of the first verb (‘‘ one called’) is found in X. 28. 74. 76. 


71. 76. and others offer évéyxate, Which 
: 18 A. V.: Ammonite. I give the form according 
20 his death. 21 Then. 2 was come. The singular 
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7 on his face, and his spirit failed. But when they had lifted him up,! he fell at 
Judith’s feet, and did homage before? her, and said, Blessed art thou in every ® taber- 
nacle of Juda, and among‘ all nations, which hearing thy name shall be afraid.® 

8 And now ° tell me all the things that thou hast done in these days. And Judith 
reported’ unto him in the midst of the people all that she had done, from the day 

9 that she went forth until the time she was speaking*® unto them. And when she 

left® off speaking, the people shouted with a loud voice, and made a joyful noise 

in their city. And Achior on seeing” all that the God of Israel had done, be- 
lieved in God earnestly," and circumcised the flesh of his foreskin, and was joined 
unto the house of Israel unto this day. 

And when” the morning arose, they hanged the head of Olophernes from ¥ the 
wall, and every man“ took his weapons, and they went forth by bands upon the 
passes * of the mountain. And?° when the Assyrians saw them, they sent to their 
leaders. And they went to their generals” and chiliarchs,!’ and to every one of 
their rulers; and they came to Olophernes’ tent, and said to him that had the 
charge of all his affairs, Waken now our lord, for the slaves have made bold *! to 
come down against us to battle, that they may be utterly destroyed. And Bagoas 
went in,” and knocked on the curtain * of the tent, for he supposed *4 that he was 
sleeping ® with Judith. But when * none answered, he opened 7, and went into the 
bedchamber, and found him cast upon the footstool * dead, and his head was taken 
from him. And** he cried with a loud voice, with weeping, and groaning,” and .a 
mighty ery, and rent his garments. And, he went into the tent where Judith 
lodged, and found her not. And he ran out among *' the people, and cried. The ” 
slaves have dealt treacherously ; one woman of the Hebrews hath brought shame 
upon the house of king Nabuchodonosor, for behold, Olophernes upon the ground 
without a head.** And when the chief officers** of the Assyrians’ army heard 
these words, they rent their garments,® and their soul was in terrible fear ;*° and 
their cry and a very great noise arose” in the midst of * the camp. 
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Here, too, the first verb is found in the singular in III. 19. 28. 


Vers. 7-9. —1A. V.: recovered him (Gr., avéAaBor). 
recovered himself (avrov). 


55. 108. Old Lat., and its subject might in that case be Achior, t.e., “‘ he revived,” 


2 A. V.: reverenced. $ all the (Gr., simply wav7t). 4 in. 5 astonished (Gr., tapax@yjcovrat, shall be in con. 
sternation ). 6 Now therefore. 7 Then J. declared. 8 that hour she spake (Gr., ws ob éAdAeu). 9 had left. 
Vers. 10-12. — 10 A. V.: And when A. had seen. lt he believed... . greatly. 12 as soon as. The kai before 


éxpeuacay is omitted in III. 44. 74. 76. Co.; but see remarks in Com. at v. 20. 13 A. V.: upon (nearly all authorities, 
éx; others,axd;71.,év). 14 Fritzsche has stricken out the word ‘IcpayA after av7jp, as not appearing in ITI. X. 23. 55. 
58. 64. It was also omitted by the A. V.,with Co. Ald. 1% A.V.: unto the straits (cf.iv.7). 1% But. 1% which came 
to their captains (Gr., otpamyous). 18 tribunes (Gr., yuAudpxovs). The same word is so rendered at 1 Mace. xvi. 19. 

Vers. 13-14. —19 A.V.: So. 20 things. 21 been bold (éréAunoav. I have changed the rendering simply on ac- 
count of the idiom). 22 Then went in Bagoas. 23 at the door (Gr., Thy avAaiav Ths oKynvys). The avdAcia (Lat., 
aulzum) was the curtain, and is derived from aid, (in Homer) the open court before a house, the court-yard. After- 
wards it was used to designate the quadrangle around which the house was built. 4A, V.: thought. % had slept. 

Vers. 15-i8. — 28 A. V.: because (Gr., ds 5¢). For émjxovae III. 58. 64. Co. Ald. give the somewhat more usual 
word in this sense, imjxouce. 27 A. V.: floor (Gr., émi mys xeAwvidos ; cf. Com.). 28 Therefore (marg., Then). 
2 sighing (Gr., crevaypov. The context requires the change). 80 After. 81 when he found... . he leaped out to 
(Britzsche points the text thus: Kat obx ebpev aiTyv. Kai é&erndycer cis, etc.). 82 These. The change from the article 
to the pronoun weakens the force of the original. 83 A. V.: lieth upon (the word in italics here also detracts from 
the vividness of the thought)... . without a head (/it., and his head is not upon him). 

Ver. 19. —%4A. V.: When (Gr., as 5¢) the captains (Gr., ot apxovtes). 35 coats (Gr., xtT@vas, but not to be ren- 
dered literally). The xerév was (1) an under garment, frock (Lat., tunica). But (2) the word was also used for a sol- 
dier’s coat of mail, cwirass (which could not be its meaning here); or (8) for any coat or covering. The word is oriental, 


and appears in the Hebrew nah. Cf. Ley. xvi. 4; Song of Sol. v.8; 2Sam. xiii, 18, and Jos., Antig., iii. 7, § 2. 


36 A. V.: minds were wonderfully troubled (cf. ver. 7). 37 there was a, etc. (Gr., Kat éyévero). 88 throughout. 


CHaprerR XIV. 


arranged for the highest theatrical effect. How 
differently reads the history of a Jael and a Mir- 
iam ! 

Ver. 5. Call me Achior, the Ammonite. 
Her success has made Judith, to say the least, a 
little dictatorial. One might have supposed that 
Achior would have been one of the first to appear 
on the ground when “ they ran all together, small 


Verses 1-4. The role of principal adviser to 
the authorities of Betulua, which Judith is made 
in these and the following verses to assume, seems 
to us to be very much out of place. It was not 
yet time for a Joan of Are to appear in history ; 
and no woman would have acted this part of 
Judith, except ina romance. The posing of the 


different parties, too, —Judith, the rulers, the 

people, Achior,—and the speeches which they 

make’ to one another, all seems to have been 
13 





and great,” to meet the returning heroine. None 
could have been more interested in the matter 


194 THE APOCRYPHA. 
than he. But to have him called in this way| Ver. 13. For the slaves. Some have thought 
makes the scene more dramatic. that the Greek translator read DY TAM, the slaves, 


we ee ye Halse Aion who i ekewbers| en should have ead, EYTASTT. the Heres. 
ss : . But the close connection of the two words in verse 
(v. 5), and who dared to tell the dreadful Olo- 18 #3 aoathee se 
phernes to his face the ae ae eee F be Ver Went in. The tent may be sup- 
now swoons at the sight o ophernes’ head 4 eee c J 

Ver. 7. Achior seems sore that too forward | Posed to heereihed several epipeattsne UTS Cf. x. 22. 
with his commendations of Judith, before he has| Ver. 15. Em) ris xeAwvidos. This word, from 
even heard a word of explanation as to the man- Kerry, tortoise, has several derived ay eee 
ner in which the people have come into possession The most common ee ee ae a hare 
of the bloody trophy, which one of them holds. door-sill. But this is hardly allowe “a S hl cir- 

Ver. 10. Through circumcision Achior be-| cumstances. It probably means footstool. Schleus- 
came a full proselyte, in distinction from a “ pros-| er says (Lex., ad voc.) : “ Alii xedwvl5a intelligunt 
elyte of the gate,” who simply bound himself | de scabello, UAC lectum ascenderat. Certe apud 
to adhere to certain outward regulations. Cf. Hesychium xeddvn exponitur 7d brorddiov.” ‘This 
Schiirer, pp. 646 f.; Winer, Realwérterb., art.}meaning is also given to the word by Sextus 
“ Proselyt.’ — Unto this day. Wolf insists (a. D. 205). See Sophocles, Lex., sub voce. Cf. 
(Com., ad loc.) that this must refer to the time |also Fritzsche, Com., ad loc. : 
when the present book was written, which with} Ver. 18. Dealt treacherously, 7@erncav. The 
his theory that Achior himself is its author would | word from its etymology would mean to set aside, 
be a very simple matter. But it does not by any disregard, as a treaty or oath. It is followed in 
means follow from this expression that Achior | Polyb. by rlorw (viii. 2, 5). It has this meaning 
was alive at the time of the composition of the|at 2 Mace. xiii. 25. In the present case the ren- 
book. It might refer to his Jewish descendants. | dering is sufficiently exact. Something like 
Grotius says: “ Hebrei posteritatem omnem nomine |“ what they promised ” is to be understood, 2. ¢., 
primi parentis comprehendunt, quasi (parens poster- | they “have acted perfidiously.” Cf. the LXX. 
aque ejus) una persona essent.” And the Vulgate : | at Judg. ix. 23; Jer. ili, 20. — House of king 
« Appositus est ad populum Israél et omnis successio N., t. e., the people of N. (cf. Gen. 1. 4) ; or, the 








generis ejus usque in hodiernum diem.” | royal name, prestige. 





CHAPTER XV. 


1 Awnp when they that were in the tents heard it’ they were astonished at that 
2 which had taken place ;? and fear and trembling fell upon them, and ® there was 
no man that remained longer 4 in the sight of his neighbor, but rushing ® out all to- 

3 gether, they fled upon every ® way of the plain, and of the hill country. And they’ 

also that had camped in the mountains round about Betulua® fled away. And ® 
then the children of Israel, every warrior among them, rushed out upon them. 

4 And Ozias sent to Betomasthem,! and to Bebai," and Chobai, and Chola, and 

to every border ” of Israel, such as should tell the things that had been * done, and 

5 to command ™ that all should rush forth upon the enemy to destroy them. Now 

when the children of Israel heard 7¢, they all fell upon them with one consent, and 
smote them unto Choba. Likewise also they that came from Jerusalem,” and from 
all the hill country, —for men had told them what had taken place” in the camp 
of their enemies, — and they that were in Galaad, and in Galilee, outflanked # them 

6 in a great defeat, until they were past Damascus and the borders thereof. And 

the residue, that dwelt at Betulua,” fell upon the camp of Assur, and spoiled them, 

7 and were greatly enriched. But * the children of Israel that returned from the 

slaughter took possession of ” that which remained ; and the villages and hamlets,* 
in the mountains and 7m the plain, got many spoils, for there was a very great 
quantity. 

Vers. 1, 2.—1A.V.: omitsit. 2 the thing that was done (@r., ért rd yeyovds). Ssothat. 4 there was no man 
that durst abide (Gr., kai od« hv dvOpwros wévwv.... étt. The particle éve is omitted in 58.). 5 For éexxv@dvres 19. 52. 
64. 108. Ald, gives the less picturesque and forcible éxAvOevres. 6 A. V : into (Qr., émi) every. 

Ver. 3.—7A.V.: They. 8 Bethulia. 9 omits And. This connective is omitted in ITE. X. 28. 58. 64. 71. 248. 
248. Co. Ald. But the text. rec. is probably genuine. The Codd. 19. 44. 74. 108. have kai avroi, ete. 

Ver. 4. —10A.V.: Then sent 0. to Betomasthem. 11 Fritzsche adopts (from III. 248. with Co. and Ald.) cat ByBai, 
which is not found in the text. rec. 122 A. V.: Cola, and to all the coasts. 18 were. 14 omits to command. 

Vers. 5, 6. —15 A. Y. : their enemies .... slew. 16 Instead of ‘‘ from (é€) Jerusalem,’? X. 58. Old Lat. have év ‘I., 
making the phrase limit the subject rather than the predicate. 17 A. V.: things were done. 18 chased (marg., 
overcame ; cf. Com.,adloc.). 19 with a great slaughter (Gr., mAnyy MeyaAn. See Com.) 2° Bethulia. 

Ver, 7.—*1A.V.: And (@r., 2). 22 had (@r., éxupievoar). 3 the cities that were (Q@r., éravAes). Cod. IIT, 


has ai odes, while X. 19. 28. 58. 64. 248. Old Lat. Syr. Go. Ald. agree, except in offering an additional ai after the 
latter word. 24A.V.: gat.... the multitude was very great. ; 
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8 And? Joacim the high priest, and the council ? of the children of Israel that dwelt 
in Jerusalem, came to behold the good things that the Lord had done for ® Israel, 
9 and to see Judith, and to speak approvingly to* her. And when they came unto 
her, they all blessed her ® with one accord, and said unto her, Thou art the exaltation 
of Jerusalem, thou art the great glory of Israel, thou art the great rejoicing of our 
race.* Thou hast done all these things by thine hand; thou hast done good" to 
Israel, and may God be pleased® therewith. Blessed be thou of the Almighty 
Lord for evermore. And all the people said, So be it. And all® the people 
spoiled the camp for * the space of thirty days ; and they gave unto Judith Olo- 
phernes’* tent, and all the silver vessels,” and the beds,! and the drinking * ves- 
sels, and all his stuff. And she took #¢, and laid 7¢ on her mule, and put animals 
to” her carts, and packed it! thereon. And” all the women of Israel ran to- 
gether to see her, and blessed her, and made a dance among them for her; and she 
took branches in her hands,'* and gave ® to the women that were with her; and she 
and those that were with her crowned themselves with the olive.” And she went 
before all the people in the dance, leading all the women ; and every man of Israel 
followed with weapons,” with garlands, and with songs in their mouths. 


10 
11 


12 
13 


Vers. 8,9.—1A V.: Then. 2 ancients (Gr., 7 yepovcia). 3 God (248, 248. Co, Ald.) had shewed to (Gr., érotnge). 


# to salute. (See Com.) 5 they blessed (as 58. 64. 243. 248. 249. Co. Ald.). Fritzsche adopts the reading ‘IepoveaA7ju 
(text. rec. *Iepayd) from I. TIT. X. 23. 44. 58.108. Co. Ald. Old Lat. Syr., and it is undoubtedly correct. 6A, V.: na- 
tion. 

Vers. 10, 11.—7 A. V.: much good (Gr., rad aya0d jerd, and might be rendered ‘“‘ excellently for’). § God is 
pleased (Gr., edSoxrjoat . . . . 6 Beds; evSdxnoer, ete., III. 19 23.52.55. 64. Old Lat. Go. Ald.). 9% omitsall. It is omitted 
by IIT. X. 55. 58. 64. 108. 248. Co. Ald. Old Lat. Syr. 10 A.V. omits for. 1 Olofernes his. 12 his plate. 18 omits 


the. 14 omits the drinking (Gr., 7a dAKua). 15 made ready (Gr., eGevte ras auaktas). 16 laid them (écwpevoev avra). 

Vers. 12,18.—17 A. V.: Then. 48 hand. 19 gave also (64. 106. 248. Co. Ald., eat yuvaréi). 20 they put a garland 

of olive upon her and her maid that was with her (airy — 44. 108. 236. 248. Co., adr — Kai ai wer abras; 248. Co., rH 
wer’ avtjs). 1 all the men....in their armour (Qr., évwrdAicmévor). 


CHAPTER XV, 


the wings of an army around those of the one 
opposed. The same word is found at 1 Mace. 
vii. 46, and is rendered “closed them in.” It 
was also used by Polybius (xi. 23, 5). 

Ver. 8. Speak approvingly. Something more 
seems to be implied than merely a formal saluta- 
tion (cf. LXX. at Judg. xviii. 15, Apdtnocay abrdv 
eis eipnyvhv) in the words AaAjoa mer’ aris eiphyny. 
Bunsen’s Bibelwerk renders : “ mit thr freundlich zu 
reden,” talk with her in a friendly way. 

Ver. 9. Does not Judith feel her personal 
importance quite too much, that she allows the 
high priest and elders to come to her, instead of 
going to them 4 

Ver. 11. And all his stuff (7a crevdoyata). 
The furniture of his tent is meant. Cf. ra cxedn 
avrov (“his stuff”), at Luke xvii. 31. 

Ver. 12. Made a dance among them for her, 


Vers. 1-3. What were the “leaders,” the 
“ generals,” and “chiliarchs,” of whom we read 
in xiv. 12, doing that they did not puta stop to 
this disgraceful flight? How was it possible, in- 
deed, that the simple announcement of the mur- 
der of Olophernes could have produced such a 
panic among the near)y two hundred thousand 
veterans of Assyria, and that this panic could 
have continued so long that Ozias had time to 
notify the neighboring places of it, that their in- 
habitants might join in the pursuit 4 

Ver. 4. Betomasthem. Cf. Com. at iv. 6.— 
Chobai. Cf. iv. 4.— Chola. Unknown, but 


possibly Holon, yon. Cf. Josh. xv. 51; xxi. 15. 
Ver. 5. UntoChoba. The word in the Greek is 
without the iota: XwBd. It suggests the place 


i121, which is also the reading of the Syriac. 
Lientenani Conder, however (Palestine Explor. 
Fund, Quarterly Statement for April, 1876, p. 71), 
says: “Twelve English miles south of Beisan 
(Seythopolis) will be found on the Survey a place 
called El Mekhobbi, — a ruin, with a cliff beside 
it called ’Arrak Khobbi. This is more probably 
the Coabis of the tables, and the name is philo- 
_ logically nearer to Choba than the other identifi- 

cation.” — Outflanked. The verb is dreprepdw, 
the meaning of whichis obvious; namely, to bring 





emoinoay aitn xopov e€ avtdy. More properly, 
a choral dance from their number for her. The 
xopés was (1) a dance in a ring, kvKAos; and (2), 
as here, a dance accompanied with song. Then, 
further, a band of dancers and singers; and, final- 
ly, simply a troop, band, Cf. 3 Mace. vi. 32, 35, 

Ver. 13. The olive was a symbol of joy and 
peace. Cf. for a similar scene iii. 7; also, the 
song of Miriam at Ex. xy. 20, ff., on which the 
present one seems to have been modeled. 
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Cuapter XVI. | 


1 Awnp! Judith began this? thanksgiving in all Israel, and all the people sang very 
2 loud® this song of praise. And Judith said, 
Begin unto my God with timbrels, 
Sing unto my * Lord with cymbals, 
Adapt ® unto him a new psalm ; ° 
Exalt Aim, and call upon his name. 
3 For a God who decideth battles is the Lord ;” 
For into his ® camps in the midst of the people he hath delivered me out of the 
hands of my persecutors.° 
4 Assur came out of the mountains from the north, 
He came with ten thousands of his army ; 
The multitude whereof stopped torrents,” 
And their horsemen covered hills.” 
5. He threatened to ? burn up my borders, 
And kill my young men with the sword, 
And dash my sucking ® children against the ground, 
And give “ mine infants as a prey, 
And my virgins as a spoil. 
The Almighty Lord disappointed * them by the hand of a woman. 
For their mighty one did not fall by ** young men, 
Neither did sons ” of Titans * smite him, : 
Nor tall giants set upon him ; 
But Judith daughter” of Merari weakened him with the beauty of her counte- 
nance. 
8 For she put off the garment of her widowhood for the exaltation of the * op- 
pressed in Israel ; 
She ” anointed her face with ointment, 
And bound her hair in a turban, 
And took a linen garment to deceive him. 
9 Her sandal ravished his eye,” 
And her ** beauty took his soul * prisoner — 
The sword * passed through his neck. 
10 ‘The Persians quaked at her boldness, 
And the Medes were rent asunder ” at her hardihood.* 
11 Then my humbled ones” shouted for joy, 
And my weak ones cried aloud ; and*® they were in dismay,™ 
They * lifted up their voice, and took to flight.™ 
12 Sons of damsels * pierced them through, 
And wounded them as fugitives’ children ; 


bon or) 


Vers. 1, 2.—1 A. V.: Then. 2 to sing this. For tavmmy 58. Old Lat. and Syr. give av’rijs. 3A. V.: after her. 
Fritzsche receives trepepover from II. ITI. X. 19. 64. for vredaver of the text. rec. 4 The ov after xvpiw is omitted 
by II. 28. 44. 55. 58. SA. V..2 tune, 6 marg., psalm and praise. The Codd. II. X. 19. 55. 58. 248. Co, Ald. have 
for kawvov, kai alvov. 

Ver. 8.—7 A. V.: For God breaketh the battles (Qr., 6rt Oeds cuvtpi(Bwv modA€guous Kvpios ; cf. ix. 7). It might also be 
rendered ‘‘a God who endeth,” ete. The Codd. 52. 248. 248. with Co. Ald. omit Kvptos. 8A.V.: amongst the (Gr., eis 
mapemBodrds avtod; 248. Co. omit avrov). Codd. 19. 108.: ‘* because he hath sent his hosts into the midst of the camps 
of the sons of Israel to deliver me.”’ 9A.V.; them that persecuted me. The article is wanting before caradwwxdvtwy 
in IT. IIT. X. 74. al., and can searcely be.genuine. Cod. X., é€eAdoOar we Ews Xewpds KaradiwKovTwY pe. 

Vers. 4-7.—10 A. V.: the torrents. have covered the hills. 12 bragged that he would. 18 the sucking (aa 
64, 248. Co. Ald.). 1 make (Gr., ddcecy). 15 But (kai, 58. 248. Co.) the.... hath disappointed. 16 the (as 64. 248. 
248. 249. Co. Ald.) mighty... . fall by the. 17 the sons. 18 the Titans. 19 high, 20 the’daughter. 

Vers. 8-10. —%1 A. V: those that were. 22 And, 8 tire....sandals.... eyes. 24 Her (kai is omitted by 71.). 
25 mind. 26 And the fauchin (cf. xiii. 6). 27 daunted, marg., confounded. The reading éppax@yoay of the 
text. rec. is supported by II. and 55.; III. 19. 28. 52. have érapax@noay ; the same, with xai prefixed, 44. The word 
word is omitted in 58. Old Lat. and Vulg. 'The teat. rec. is probably genuine. Cf. x.8. The variations appear to have 
been caused by the fact that the word found in the text did not seem to be quite suitable, while the other was a natural 
substitute. 28 A. V.:; hardiness (Gr., @pacos) 

Vers. 11, 12. —*9 A. V.: afflicted. 30 but. 81 astonished. The Greek is here érroyéyuav. Codd. X. 248. have 
érrénoav; 19. 28. 55. 108., nrryOnoar (jrrdowat, to be worsted). 82 A.V.: These. 33 voices, but they were over- 
thrown (G., kal dverpdrnoav), 54 The sons of the damsels (19. 108. Old Lat. Syr., ‘‘ sons who are as damsels ’*) have. 
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They perished before the embattled host of my? Lord. 
13 I will sing unto my God a new song.” 
O Lord, thou art great and glorious, 
Wonderful in strength, invincible.’ 
14 Let all thy ‘ creatures serve thee, 
For thou spakest, and they came into being,® 
Thou didst send forth thy breath, and it fashioned them,® 
And there is none that can resist thy voice. 
15 For mountains’ shall be moved from their foundations with the waters, 
And rocks § shall melt as wax at thy presence ; 
But ° thou art merciful to them that fear thee. 
16‘ For every sacrifice is little for a sweet savour,” 
And all fat” very little for a” burnt offering unto thee; ¥ 
But he that feareth the Lord ¢s great at all times. 
17 ~=Woe to the nations that rise up against my race! 4 
The Lord Almighty will punish them in the day of judgment, 
Putting fire and worms into their flesh ; 
. And they shall wail with pain” for ever. 
18 Now when* they entered into Jerusalem, they worshipped God; and when 
the people were purified, they offered their burnt offerings, and their free offerings, 
19 and gifts. Judith also dedicated all the stuff of Olophernes, which the people 
had given her, and gave the mosquito net, which she had taken for herself ” out of 
20 his bed-chamber, as an offering*4 unto the Lord. And™” the people kept a festi- 
val * in Jerusalem before the sanctuary for the space of three months, and Judith 
21 remained with them. But™ after this time every one returned to his inheritance, 
and Judith went away to Betulua,” and remained on her” possession, and was in 
22 her time honored™ in all the country. And many desired her; and no man” 
knew her all the days of her life, after that Manasses her husband died,” and was 
23 gathered to his people. And she lived very long,® and grew* old in her husband’s 
house, an hundred and five years, and made her maid free ; and she ® died in Betu- 
24 lua, and they buried her in the sepulchre ** of her husband Manasses. And the 
house of Israel lamented Iter seven days; and before she died, she distributed ® her 
goods to all them that were nearest of kindred to Manasses her husband, and to 
25 them that were the nearest of her race.*® And there was none that made the chil- 
dren of Israel afraid any more in the days of Judith, nor for® a long time after her 
death.** 


Vers. 12, 18.—1A. V.: by the battle (Gr., é« mapardéews ; see Com.) of the (44. 106. omit pov). 2 the Lord (so 64, 
248. Co. Ald.) a new song (marg., a song of praise, tuvov Kal alvoy ; cf. ver. 2). 3 and invincible (so 58. Co.). 

Vers. 14-16. —4 A.V : omits thy (cov) with 58. 74. 76. 236. 5 were made (Gr., éyernOncav ; X., GxodouyOyncar). 
6 spirit... . created them (Gr., dxodduyce). 7 the mountains. 8 The rocks (6¢ is omitted by 44. 71.,106.). 9 Yet 
(for émi S¢ of the text. rec. 19. 108. have év 8¢; II. III. X., éru dé). 1 all sacrifice ts too little . . . . sayour unto thee 
(248. Co.). 11 the fat. 12 is not sufficient for thy (cov is found in 28. 44. 74. 106. 236. 248. Co. Ald. for cor). 
13 gmits unto thee (see preceding note). 

Vers. 17-19. —44 A. V.: my kindred (Gr., r@ yéver pov). For éravotapévats, III. X. 74. 76. 106. have émavoravo- 
pévors, i. €., prefer the form tordvw for the verb. Cf. Rom. iii. 81; 2 Cor. iii. 1; Gal. ii. 18 15 A. V.: take vengeance 
of. 16 In putting fireandwormsintheirflesh. 1 feel them and weep (Gr., kAavcovrat évaicOycer). 18 as soon as (as), 
19 the Lord (so 44. 71. 74. al. Co. Ald.) ....as soonas... . their gifts (so III. 55. 71. 76. 236. 249.) 20 canopy 
which she had taken (Gr., 6 €AaBev éav7q, the Codd. II. III. X. all writing the last word in this form; teat. rec., avTy. 
Fritzsche would prefer avr7j). 21 A. V.: fora gift (cf. 2 Macc. ix. 16; Luke xxi. 5: in both cases, as here, avd@qua, 
and rendered ‘‘ gift *'). : 

Vers. 20-25. — 22 A. V.: So. 2 continued feasting (lit., were joyful: fv... . evdparvdpevos). 4 omits But (8é), 


25 own inheritance .... went to Bethulia. 26 in her own. 27 honourable. 28 but none. 29 was dead (Gr., 
axé$ave). % Butshe increased more and more in honour (Gr., jv tpoBaivovea [Thy HArkiav] peyadAn opospa). 31 waxed. 
32 being an hundred and five years old . . . . so she. 33 Bethulia. 84 cave. 35 did distribute. 86 of kindred 
....kKindred. 87 omits for. 38 The book closes with au7jv, in II. 19. 108. 


Cuarrer XVI. 


Ver. 1. In his commentary on this book, pub-) Ver. 2. Naturally some word is to be supplied 
lished in 1853, Fritzsche accepts the reading d7e-| after “ Begin,” like “to sing,” “to praise.” The 
pévet, which is that of the common Greek text;|timbrel here mentioned was a kind of tambourine, 


ote the i aPaiie Cat SAREE el the Hebrew AP. We read of its use in very 
epavel. } 2 . } x 
| pana a ae early times (Gen. xxxi. 27, “tabret”). It was 


ord means literally to outcry, i.e., to , t 
Nee aah’ A 4 1 played chiefly by women, as an accompaniment 


as to drown the cry of some one else. ) 
eae here rendered : “to sing very loud.” to the song and dance. The ‘“ cymbal” among 
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the Hebrews was of the same general character as 
that employed in modern orchestras. — "Evappo ew 
means fo adapt, to suit. The passage rendered 
literally would be: “adapt unto him a new song.” 
The Vulgate and Old Latin have modulamini, 
which the A. V. seems to have followed. 

Ver. 3. The camp of Jehovah is here poeti- 
cally given for his power and watchfulness. This 
camp is everywhere where his people are to be 
found, and in it they are safe. Cf. Ps. XXxiv. 7: 
“The angel of the Lord encampeth round about 
them that fear him, and delivereth them.” 

Ver. 4. Out of the mountains from the 
north, 7. ¢., the mountains of northern Palestine. 
— Ten thousands, pupidoi. De Wette (Einleit., 
p- 99) thinks he discovers here a failure in trans- 


lation ; supposing that 34, multitude, was the orig- 
inal word, for which the translator read 1D", 


ten thousand. But the latter word may also be 
taken in an indefinite sense as meaning a great 
number. — Stopped torrents. Wolf would refer 
this to the fact that the Assyrians took possession 
of the water supply of Betulua! 

Ver. 5. Dash sucking children to the ground. 
Such cruelty is not infrequently mentioned in the 
Old Testament. Cf. Ps. exxxvii. 9; Hos, xiii. 16; 
Nah. iii. 10. : 

Ver. 7. Sons of the Titans... . tall giants. 
Some see simply a reference to Greek mythology, 
and an evidence that our book was originally 
composed in Greek. The LXX., however, has 
once rendered the Hebrew word EXSD7, by 77- 
tans, Tiraves (cf. 2 Sam. v. 18, 22), although 
usually by Péyayres. That the rendering adopted 
by the LXX. had some reference to the mythol- 
ogy of the Greeks is indeed evident. — Daughter 
of Merari. Cf. viii. 1. 

Ver. 9. It is worthy of remark how condensed 
and artistically composed this song of Judith is. 
The temptation to diffuseness and high coloring 
which the subject naturally brought with itself 
was properly resisted. 

Ver. 10. The Persians quaked. The repre- 
sentation would seem to be that Persians and 
Medes were serving as auxiliaries in the army of 
Olophernes. The order in which these words occur 
is noticeable. The Persian revolt which ended in 
the overthrow of the Median kingdom took place 
in B. c. 558. And Nebuchadnezzar had died in 
B. C. 561, three years’ previous. Phraortes, on 
the other hand, whom most identify with the 
Arphaxad of our book, fell in a battle with the 
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Assyrians B. c. 633. May not the order in which 
the names of these two great peoples of antiquity 
consequently are used be a strong incidental evi- 
dence of the late origin of our book? Cf. Hitzig, 
Geschichte, i. 277, 

Ver. 11. They were astonished, 7. e., the As- 
syrians. The subject is suddenly changed in con- 
sequence of the rapid transition of the thought. 

Ver. 12. Sons of damsels, 7. e., very young 
men. It is meant to indicate the comparative 
weakness of the Israelites. — Fugitives’ children. 
Tt is not clear what is meant. The idea that as 
“children” it was not difficult to put them to 
death is plain. Possibly the remaining thought 
is, that as one spared not even the children of 
fugitives, so much less could they be spared. 
Gaab (Com., ad loc.) thinks the reference is to 
the children of deserters to the enemy, which 
were out of revenge put to death. Bunsen’s 
Bibelwerk renders by “ fleeing servants.” —’E« 
mapardtews. To translate éx in the sense of iad 
here, as in the Authorized Version, would be 
scarcely allowable. They had placed themselves 
before the “embattled host” of the Lord, and in 
consequence perished. This phrase was, in fact, 
used in the classics (Thucyd., v. 11) as meaning 
in regular battle. a 

Ver. 16. Every sacrifice. An evident rem- 
iniscence from Is. xl. 16, but falling far short of 
it in beauty and power. 

Ver. 17. Fire and worms into theirflesh. Cf. 
Is. lxvi. 24; Ecclus. vii. 17. To leave the body 
unburied, or to burn it, was regarded as the height 
of disgrace among Orientals. Fritzsche says of 
the words éws aiévos that they are to be under- 
stood rhetorically, and not literally, since to take 
them literally thoroughly contradicts the Hebrew 
mode of thought at that time. But ef. the teach- 
ings of the Book of Wisdom, and an article of 
mine on the Eschatology of the O. T. Apocrypha, 
in the Bibliotheca Sacra for April, 1879. 

Ver. 18. People were purified. The neces- 
sity for purification arose from their recent deeds 
of blood. 

Ver. 20. For the space of three months. . 
The Syriac says “ one month.” 

Ver. 24. Seven days. This was the custom- 
ary period. The Vulgate adds that a festival in 
honor of this victory over the Assyrians was added 
to the holidays of the Jews, and that the Jews 
celebrated it “to the present day.” The Old 
Latin and Syriac do not contain the addition. It 
cannot be genuine. Wolf thinks that the book 
originally ended with verse twenty-second. 


ADDITIONS TO ESTHER.’ 


INTRODUCTION. 


Tue Book of Esther, as found in the LXX., contains, as is well known, a considerable 
amount of matter which does not appear inthe Hebrew. This supplementary matter, however, 
has been so skillfully interpolated as to make no interruption in the history. It seems, in 
fact, to have been designed to supply certain of its supposed deficiencies and to make the 
work complete. The first addition, which was meant to serve asa sort of introduction for the 
book, is an account of an alleged dream of Mardocheus (Mordecai). It foreshadows the 
principal points of the entire history. The second interpolation, shrewdly inserted between 
the 13th and 14th verses of the third chapter, is the decree of Haman respecting the destruc- 
tion of the Jews and the confiscation of their property. The third interpolation, which 
immediately follows the fourth chapter of the Hebrew text, is made up of the prayers of 
Esther and Mordecai for the prevention of the proposed massacre. The fourth and fifth are 
a continuation of the third, and, further, describe in detail how it was that Esther succeeded 
in the dangerous experiment of appearing unbidden in the presence of the Persian king. 
The sixth addition is the edict which the king sent forth through Mordecai, recalling that of 
Haman, and is naturally placed directly after verse 13 of the eighth chapter, where such 
an edict is mentioned. The seventh, apparently designed to form a proper conclusion for the 
narrative, contains an earlier dream of Mordecai, the announcement of the establishment of 
the feast of Purim, and a statement (deemed by some of much importance) respecting the 
time when a translation of the book was brought to Egypt. 

The absurd order in which the Additions to Esther appear in the version of 1611 is due to 
the fact that the latter blindly adopted, without alteration, the arrangement of the later 
editions of the Latin Vulgate. As originally inserted in the Vulgate by Jerome, these 
interpolated portions had a distinct place assigned them immediately after the translation of 
the Hebrew book, but with preliminary remarks stating to what parts of the main work they 
were to be assigned. They began, however, not with the dream of Mordecai, but with its 
interpretation, which in the LXX. follows the last chapter of the Book of Esther, and ends 
with the statement concerning Dositheus. This part Jerome had suffered to remain in its 
original position, and, as though it formed the conclusion of the real Book of Esther, pro- 
ceeded from it to give the other additions, naturally beginning with what in our English 
Bible is the second verse of chapter xi. In process of time the whole of Jerome’s ex- 
planatory matter disappeared; ard this collection of fragments came to be looked upon as 
so many additional chapters of the Book of Esther, and were so numbered. The confusion 
thereby occasioned could scarcely have been greater. The order of introduction and con- 

_elusion is exactly reversed. And the first verse of the so-called chapter xi. is placed where 
it is with no more propriety than there would be, for instance, in inserting the subscription 
to 1 Corinthians at the beginning of the eleventh chapter of that epistle. 


Extant Text. 

The Greek text of the Additions, like that of the book itself, is extant in two distinct 
recensions. The first, named A. by Fritsche, is the well-known text of the Hexapla of 
Origen, and is the one usually followed. The other, named B. by the same critic, is repre- 
sented by only afew MSS. It was first published by Usher, in the seventeenth century, 


1 I have adopted this title, rather than “The Rest of the Chapters of Esther,” etc. (of the A. V.), which might mislead. 
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from MSS. 93a. 930., and, more recently, with a full critical apparatus containing the read- 
ings of 93a. 19. and 108. by Fritzsche. 

There can be little doubt that the opinion entertained by the latter, with the majority of 
critics, that the second text is a somewhat later altered form of A., is correct. The general 
scope of the narrative in both is the same, and not infrequently there is literal agreement. The 
principal differences seem to have been caused, either by a misunderstanding of the meaning 
of the text, or a desire for greater conciseness, clearness, and precision. Sometimes the 
original form is contracted; and sometimes, especially for the sake of explanation, enlarged. 
But the changes are always clearly recognizable as such, and, by a careful comparison, the 
reasons which might have suggested them generally discoverable. It is impossible to say 
how much younger the second text is than the first. The opinion of De Rossi+ and some 
others, that it is the work of Theodotion, is quite untenable. It was, however, used by the 
translators of the Old Latin version. But it would be incorrect to assume that it did not 
originate much before that version. Langen # even attempts to show that Josephus in some 
instances followed it rather than A., and thinks that the style furnishes some evidence that 
it originated in the Macedonian period. His reasoning, however, is far from conclusive. 
Josephus seems to have been acquainted with other enlargements of the Book of Esther than 
those contained in either of our two texts, while the Macedonian coloring is a common feature 
of both of them. 

With respect to the text A., it cannot now be determined with certainty whether it is in 
its original form, or is a more or less perfect reproduction of the same, at the hands of some 
reader. The style is ornate, and even stilted; but, while naturally varying with the char- 
acter of the matter, is essentially uniform. There is in the former respect a marked differ- 
ence between it and that of B.; the same being much simpler, and written more in conformity 
with the principles of the Greek: language. 

From the LXX. the Additions passed over into the various translations that were made 
from it; namely, the Latin, Coptic, Aithiopic, Syriac, Armenian, Georgian, Arabic, and 
Slavonic, and held in them the same relative position. The translation of the Additions as 
found in the Vulgate seems not to have been made by Jerome, but by an earlier hand. It 
is so free as to appear less like a translation than an original. The text of the Old Latin we 
have only in an incomplete and badly corrupted form. It was derived mostly from A., but con- 
tains also unmistakable marks of having been influenced by B. The form of the original is some- 
times recast, while matter is both added and omitted. The Syriac and Arabic versions of 
the Additions have been published in connection with the London Polyglot. Of a Chaldaic 
version, on the basis of which a startling theory concerning the origin of the Book of Esther, 
inclusive of the Additions, has been founded, we shall speak particularly below. An old 
Italian translation mentioned by Fritzsche, made from the Vulgate,® contains but a single 
chapter of the Additions, and concludes with the following somewhat unexpected remark: 
‘Immediately after what here appears comes other matter concerning Mardocheus, which, 
in effect, amounts to much the same thing. ‘They are recorded by the [Greek] translator 
of the book, for he found them already existing in the Greek language. It is not in harmony 
with my plan to repeat them: it would be both superfluous and useless.”? 


Origin of the Additions. 


With respect to the origin of the Additions, critics range themselves in two distinct classes: 
(1) those who hold that they were composed as Additions, in the Greek language, ata time 
considerably subsequent to the composition of the Hebrew work; and (2) those who maintain 
that they are a translation from a Hebrew or Aramaic original, which antedated the canon- 
ical Esther itself. Unfortunately for the latter theory, it is supported, with scarcely an 
exception, by Roman Catholic writers alone, and that by no means with unanimity. Indeed, 
the suspicion is scarcely to be resisted, that the decision of the Council of Trent declaring 
the Additions canonical has had far too much influence, both in the matter of the origination 
of this theory by Bellarmin,® and its subsequent support, without special variation of opinion, 
by De Rossi, Scholz, Welte, Scheiner, Langen, Reusch, and others. In fact, Fritzsche does 


1 Specimen Variarum Lectionum Sacri Textus, ad loc. 2 Tiib. Quartalschrift, 1860, 262 f. 
8 See Reuss in Schenkel’s Bib. Lex., art, “ Esther.” 4 Of. Jahn, Einlett., iv. 889. 
5 Libri di Tobia, di Giuditta, e di Ester, ete. Venezia, 1844, 6 De Verbo Dei, i. 7, § 10. 
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not hesitate to say:1 ‘* Since that time [the Council of Trent] it has been the disagreeable 
duty of [Roman] Catholic theologians to justify, as far as possible, this decision against the 
fundamental principles of criticism, both external and internal.’? 

It is but just to mention, however as an exception to this mortifying ecclesiastical division, 
although almost a solitary one on this side, that Julius Fiirst ? was also of the opinion that 
the Additions formed a part of the original Book of Esther. On the other hand, following 
the decided course of Jerome, tovether with Cardinal Hugo, Nicolaus Lyrensis, Dionysius 
Carthusianus, and others, the facwoue Roman Catholic writer, Sixtus of Siena (a.p.1520- 
1569), under the patronage of Pope Pius V., wrote a work * for which subsequently another 
pope, Benedict XIV., became sponsor, — the same being dedicated to him without objection, 
— in which he maintained the apocryphal character of the Additions, even imputing their 
authorship to Josephus. Sixtus maintained that the Tridentine Council did not intend to 
give canonical authority to the Additions, but only to the work as it appears in the Pales- 
tinian canon. The added matter, however, he included, with 1 and 2 Esdras and 3 and 4 
Maccabees, among apocryphal writings of the better class, concerning which the Fathers 
had not ventured to decide positively, and which therefore, while worthy of being read, 
ought not to be used for the support of any doctrine. Jahn seems to have regarded this fact 
concerning Sixtus as evidence that the Tridentine check on free opinion had been at least 
partially removed; for, while venturing no decided judgment himself on the subject of the 
Additions, he vigorously contests that of his ecclesiastical brethren, and declares that any 
one is at liberty to think what he pleases about it: ‘‘ Jeder mag hieriiber denken, wie er es fiir 
gut findet.”’ 4 

Since, now, these two conflicting opinions concerning the origin of the Additions are, as 
over against each other, so sharply defined, and the matter, moreover, is one of so great import- 
ance, it will perhaps reward our effort to look more in detail into the history of that which 
we have just been considering. The decree of the Council of Trent, after giving a list of the 
books of the Old Testament, including Esther, had declared: ‘‘ If, however, any one does 
not receive the entire books, with all their parts, as they are accustomed to be read in the Catholic 
church and in the old Latin Vulgate edition, as sacred and canonical, and knowingly and wit- 
tingly despises the aforesaid traditions, let him be anathema.’’ It will be noticed that, with 
respect to the book before us, the troublesome clause is that which declares that it is to be 
received in all its parts as read in the Catholic church and in the old Latin Vulgate edition. 
That is, the Additions to Esther to be found in the Vulgate, in the confused condition which 
we have above described, were to be held in equal estimation with the remainder of the book. 
No other inference could be justly drawn from the language. So Scheiner:® ‘‘ The canon- 
icity of these additions is through the judgment of the Catholic church (Cone. Trident., Sess. 
iv., De Canonicis Scripturis) guaranteed, which properly supports itself on the united testi- 
mony of Christian antiquity [ ?], that recognized the canonical rank of the Book of Esther, 
with all its Additions as they had come over into the church through the text of the LXX.’’ 
- But it was not long before it was discovered that something more than a conciliar enactment 
was needed to give to the Additions to Esther universal canonical acceptance. Jerome, who 
had placed them in the Vulgate, had, at the same time, in the most unequivocal manner, 
both by the position he had assigned them and his own unmistakable language, distinguished 
them from the remainder of the book: ‘‘ Librum Esther varus translatoribus constat esse 
vitiatum : quem ego de archivis Hebreorum relevans, verbum e verbo expressius transtuli. Quem 
librum editio vulgata laciniosis hine inde verborum sinibus [al., funibus] trahit, addens ea que 
extempore dici poterant et audiri ; sicut solitum est scholaribus disciplinis sumpto themate excogi- 
tare, quibuseverbis uti potuit, qui injuriam passus est, vel qui injuriam fecit.’’ ® Hence we find 
Bellarmin (+ 1605) resorting, in his work De Verbo Dei (lib. i. 7, § 10), to the theory of two 
Hebrew originals for Esther, which were the sources respectively of the two recensions, — 
the one with and the other without the Additions. But it was this same Bellarmin to whose 
well-known diplomacy must be imputed the device by which the gross errors of the edition 
of the Vulgate, made under the patronage of Pope Sixtus V., were characterized as simple 
‘printers’ blunders,’’ and who designated, on a second title-page, the following corrected 
and improved edition of Clement VIII. as ‘“‘jussu Sixti V. recognita atque edita.” " 


1 Einleit., p. 74. 2 Der Kan. d. A. T., p. 140. 8 Bibliotheca Sancta, ete. 

4 Einleit., iv., 890. 5 Kirchen-Lez., art. “ Esther.” 6 Pref. in L. Esther. 

7 Cf. Hofale iS Kirchen-Lez., art. “ Bellarmin,” who says that it was this fact that prevented this scholar from being 
made a saint. 
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To the distinguished eritic De Rossi, however, is due the credit of the full development of 
this theory, although in a somewhat altered form, and of attempting to support it by manu- 
script authority. According to him, the Book of Esther was originally written by Mordecai, 
in the Chaldaic language, and in the general form in which it now appears in the LXX.; 
while what is known as the ‘‘ Hebrew Book of Esther ’’ is only an extract from the principal, 
original work. This opinion he sought to support by maintaining, first, that the work in its 
present Hebrew form is incomplete; second, by that passage (ix. 32) of the book where-it is 
said: ‘‘ And the decree of Esther confirmed these matters of Purim, and it was written in 
the book;”’ and, third, he appeals to certain Hebrew MSS. in which a part of the Additions 
to Esther appear in Chaldaic, and in the same order in which they are found in the LXX. ; 
leading, as he supposes, to the conclusion that the original Chaldaic text was still extant 
when these MSS. were copied. On so precarious a foundation rests the bold hypothesis of 
this scholar; and yet it is accepted, with but minor differences of view, by Welte, Scholz, 
Langen, Reusch, and others of the more liberal and unprejudiced class of Roman Catholic 
scholars. 

Let us now examine more closely the grounds on which the theory rests. (1.) With respect 
to the passage chap. ix. 32: It should by no means be assumed, on the basis of this verse, 
that the matter contained in the present Hebrew text of the Book of Esther might be expected 
to be found ina fuller form elsewhere. ‘The author may have meant simply to refer to his 
own book, where, in fact, the whole matter, for substance, was to be found! Or if it were 
to be conceded that some other book is meant, and some particular book, as the Hebrew word 
7507 might be thought to imply, still the theory of De Rossi is the last one to be resorted 


to. It might, in that case, have been a special decree on the subject of the Purim feast, as 
Bertheau and Keil? suppose; or, still more likely, it might have been the ‘‘ Book of the 
Chronicles of the Kings of Media and Persia,’’ so often referred to by the author of Esther 
(Gees evil ex 2): 

(2.) With regard to a fancied lack of completeness in the Book of Esther without the 
Additions, it might justly be replied, that the Book of Esther is not alone in this respect. 
It is just as true of many other Old Testament books. And, in the case before us, it is an 
argument which proves too much. If the form of oar book, as it appears in the LXX., is 
the original, in which nothing is suppressed, why are the two proclamations of Mordecai and 
Esther, respectively (ix. 20, 29), relating to the most important of all matters referred to in 
the work, —the establishment of the feast of Purim, — entirely omitted? And, further, how 
is it that we do not find the royal edict concerning the degradation of Queen Vashti (i. 19, 
22), or the so-called ‘ second letter of Purim” (ix. 29), or, as we might certainly have had 
reason to expect, something more definite with reference to the manner of celebrating the 
feast ? 

(3.) But what are the facts respecting the present existence of some part of the Additions 
in the Chaldaic language in connection with Hebrew MSS.? These Chaldaic fragments 
were first published by Stephan Evodius Assemani, who at one time, as successor to his 
uncle of the same name, was librarian at the Vatican.8 It was not, however, until forty 
years afterwards that their presumed importance as witness for the original text of the 
Book of Esther was discovered by De Rossi. The Hebrew MSS. in which they are found 
are clearly of late origin# The Additions found in them according to their titles are: ‘ the 
Prayer of Mordecai,’’ ‘the Prayer of Esther,” and ‘the Dream of Mordecai.’’? In ‘the 
Prayer of Esther” a peculiar epithet is applied to the Roman empire. It is called ‘* Edom.” 
According to Michaelis,® who finds also other traces of a comparatively recent origin in these 
Chaldaic fragments, this word was never so used until after Rome became the Chief city of 
the Christian church. Further, it is maintained by Zunz that these Chaldaic fragments are 
products of the Gaonian period (a. p. 600-1000); and there would seem to be but little, 
if any, room for doubt that they are a translation, made with extreme literalness, from the 
first three chapters of the second book of a work ascribed to Jusipon ben Gorion, or that 
they were taken by him, together with some other additions to Esther, directly from the 
LXX. itself.6 


1 So Bertholdt, Einleit., p. 2461 2 See their commentaries on this book, ad loc. Of. Be 
E p. 2461. é 5 . Bertholdt, J. c. 
a Catalogus Codicum MSS. Bibliothece Vaticane. Hefele says that he assisted his uncle in the work. Kirchen-Lex., 
voc. 


4 Of. Zunz, p. 121. 5 Orientalische Bib., Th. 21 
iD. 5 p. 104, f. 
6 Cf. Bertheau, Com. zum B. Ester ; also, Schulz, in Lange’s Bibelwerk, Introd. to this book, ii, 537. 
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But, again, the subscription to the book as found in the LXX. is urged, especially by 
Scholz,! as weighty evidence of a Hebrew or Aramaic origin. It reads: ‘In the fourth 
year of the reign of Ptolemy and Cleopatra, Dositheus, who said he was a priest and a Levite, 
and Ptolemy, his son, brought the present epistle of Phurim, which they said was the same 
[‘‘ of which they said it was extant,’’ Michaelis ; ‘* which they gave out for it,’? De Wette] ; 
and that Lysimachus, the son of Ptolemy, that was in Jerusalem, had interpreted it.” 
Scholz thus reasons: ‘‘ According to this evidence, the epistle concerning Purim was a trans- 
lation. Now, as it is allowable in this case to infer of the whole what is said of a part, the 
remaining additions may also be regarded as a translation.” But allowing to this subserip- 
tion all the weight that is here claimed for it, although it does not appear in the Old Latin or 
in text B., still the word émroaj would be quite inapplicable to a part of the Additions. If, 
then, it relates to but a portion of the entire work, that is probably to chapter ix. of the 
Hebrew text. But, as a matter of fact, it is rather to be maintained that it does relate to 
the Greek translation of the main composition as it appears in the Hebrew. Whether it 
can be interpreted so as to include the Additions also is not clear. Fritzsche answers in the 
negative. Still, it would seem that the entire production as it appears in the LXX. might 
have been loosely — though incorrectly —characterized as a translation, since by far the 
greater part was actually such.? 

It is also contended by Scholz that the language of the Additions shows that they are a 
translation. He does not attempt, however, to prove any instance of a false rendering, nor. 
is he able to point out many examples of marked Hebraisms; still, as he thinks, the latter 
are sufficiently numerous to justify the conclusion he draws. He calls attention, for instance, 


to the fact that aiveiy is used both with the dative and the accusative, like the Hebrew ‘br, 
or mn } that the same is also true of mpockuvetv. Moreover, the expression, fica: év xerpl 


gov, is found, and an exceedingly frequent use of the conjunction «al. But, as Fritzsche has 
remarked,® these examples of a Hebraizing tendency only serve to show that the author of 
the Additions was a Jew, by no manner of means that he translated from the Hebrew. Not 
only do the Additions show no signs of being a translation, but they are so written that in 
many passages it would be exceedingly difficult to clothe the thought in a tolerably literal 
Hebrew version. 

Still further: it would seem to be decisive against the theory of a common Hebrew or 
Chaldaic, original for both the Hebrew book and the LXX., with its Additions, as well as 
proof of the unauthentic character of the latter, that these Additions abound in contradictions 
of the history as contained in the Hebrew; have an entirely different religious tone; and 
betray, both in spirit and style, the characteristics of the Alexandrian Jews. The contra- 
dictions are such as these: According to the Additions, Mordecai became a great man at 
court in the second year of the king, but according to the Hebrew not till after the seventh 
year; in the Additions it is said that Mordecai himself, in the Hebrew that his ancestor 
Kish, was one of the prisoners that Nebuchadnezzar carried away with Jechoniah from 
Jerusalem; in the former the cause of Haman’s dislike of the Jews is said to have been 
Mordecai’s discovery of the conspiracy against the king, in the latter it is the refusal of 
Mordecai to do reverence to Haman. Other discrepancies relate to the time of the elevation 
of Haman to power; his nationality, where the Greek Additions are also in disagreement 
with themselves; the time when his sons were put to death; the date fixed for the massacre 
of the Jews; the fact that an edict of the Medes and Persians is said to have been recalled, ete. 
As it respects the religious tone of the Additions, there is the most marked contrast with the 
Hebrew book. It has even been made a ground of objection to the latter that the name 
of God does not once occur in it. But in the Additions it is freely used, and the Jewish 
ideas of religion are emphasized even to bigotry. And, finally, the whole form and spirit of 
the fragments proves their later, Alexandrian origin. Their style is bombastic, and the 
Greek in which they are written cannot date back to the time of the origin of the Hebrew 
book. ‘There are not a few expressions, scattered here and there, which are quite out of 
harmony with their surroundings. In both of the letters of Ahasuerus, ‘‘the month Adar ”’ 
is mentioned; Haman is made a Macedonian, and his object is said to be to transfer the 
kingdom to his own people; the enemies of the Jews were to ‘‘descend by violence into 
Hades;’’ Esther declares that she has never eaten “at the table of Haman,” nor drunk 


1 Hinleit., ii. 37. 2 See Bohl, p. 41. 8 Einleit., p. 71; of. Keil, Hinleit., p. 781. 
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‘the wine of libations;’”? Ahasuerus, on the other hand, is represented as calling himself 
her ‘“ brother,” and as speaking of the Jews as the ‘ elect nation.’’? Indeed, a thorough 
comparison of the Greek Additions with the Hebrew original must serve to enhance one’s 
sense of the immense superiority of the latter in every respect. With Baumgarten: ‘‘ One 
learns, through the legendary design and wordiness of these Additions, properly to recognize 
and appreciate the modesty and objectivity of the canonical representation, which is as noble 
and pure as it well could be.’’? 

The theory of the origin of these fragments, then, which has most to commend it is this: 
They are a later enlargement, in the, Greek language, but by the hand of a Jew, of the 
canonical Esther. They were occasioned, in addition to the living interest taken by this 
everywhere oppressed people in the facts of their own history, and their acknowledged 
readiness, particularly at Alexandria, for work of this sort, especially by a desire to stamp 
the present book with a character more decidedly national and religious. In fact, there is 
sufficient evidence extant to prove that the compositions before us are but single examples, 
though perhaps the earliest, of many attempts of the same kind. In Josephus, for instance, 
as we have already seen, we meet with variations in the history which suggest textual 
sources not now at hand; while the same is true of the Old Latin Version, the two Targums, 
and the Midrash of Esther, and of several MSS.? 


Date and Author. 


The text named A. must have had, as we have shown, a different author from B. The 
question whether the former is the work of the translator of the original book is somewhat 
discussed. While there may not be enough difference in the mere style of the two, in view 
of the circumstance that one is to be considered as a translation, while the other is an original 
work, to prove that they had different authors, still the fact of numerous and obvious contra- 
dictions between them, and the total lack of evidence of the supervision of one mind through- 
out, seems decisive onethe point. That Josephus used the Additions after the recension A. 
is universally acknowledged. How much previous to his time did they originate? In seek- 
ing to answer this question, the subscription appended to the book by a later hand should be 
allowed some weight, although there is danger of attaching too much importance to it. The 
possibility that it was written subsequent to the Additions, and with the intention of forming 
a sort of credential for the work in this form, together with its own extremely indefinite 
character, must detract not a little from its value as a witness. Keil does not hesitate to 
declare that it lacks genuineness. Dositheus ‘“‘gave himself out ’’ for a priest. He and his 
son brought to Egypt this epistle (?) of Phurim, ‘‘ which they said was the same ”’ (# éacav 
elvat), and [which they said] Lysimachus of Jerusalem had translated. Dositheus was a 
common name in the history of this period. The one here mentioned can scarely be identi- 
fied with the person of the same name spoken of by Josephus (Contra Ap., ii. 5), as has been 
attempted by Scholz* and others. The Ptolemy meant is generally held to be Ptolemy 
Philometor, whose government (it is well known) was friendly to the Jews, and during 
whose reign (B. C. 181-145) a translation of the Book of Esther may indeed have Been 
brought to Egypt. By far the most common opinion, in short, among those who maintain 
the apocryphal character of the Additions, is that they are the production of an Eeyptian 
Jew skillful in the Greek language, and that he wrote about the time of the Ptolemies, or 
not long after. 

Canonical Estimation. 


In addition to what has been already said, little need to be added concerning the history of 
the Additions in the Christian church. They naturally obtained early and general circulation 
through the LXX., and such translations as were founded upon it, including (notwithstanding 
Jerome’s well-meant efforts to resist it) the Vulgate itself. And they seem, asa general 
rule, to have been held in equal estimation with the rest of the book. With respect to 
Origen, it has been maintained by not a few critics, in addition to Sixtus of Siena, that in 
his well-known letter to Africanus he meant to dispute the full canonical authority of our 
Additions, together with those found in the LXX. in connection with Daniel. And it would 
seem to give color to this view that Bellarmin thought it necessary to give a false rendering 
to this letter, in order to make it yield a meaning supposed to be more favorable to the 


1 Herzog’s Real-Encyk., art, “ Esther.” 2 Cf. Herzfeld, Geschichte, i. 365 f.; and Fritzsche, Einleit., ad loc 
8 Einlett., ii. 540. 4 Of, Clement of Rome, Ad Cor., i. 55; and Clement of Alexandria, Strom., iy. 19. 
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decision of the Council of Trent. There seems to be little doubt, in fact, that theoretically 
this was the position of Origen, although as a matter of quotation and general use he acted 
usually out of harmony with it.1 Further, it has been suggested as probable that the failure 
of Melito of Sardis and Athanasius to admit the Book of Esther into their catalogues of the 
books of Scripture was due, to a greater or less extent, to the presence of these Alexandrian 
accretions. At least, Jerome’s protest did not remain wholly inoperative. Considering the 
comparatively low estimation in which the book as a whole was held, and its little use in the 
church, the objections to the Additions specifically were quite as numerous as could have been 
expected. The decree of the Council of Trent on the matter of the canon of Scripture, 
which was ratified by fifty-three prelates, of whom Westcott? says that ‘‘ among them was not 
one German, not one scholar distinguished for historical learning, not one who was fitted by 
special study for the examination of a subject in which the truth could only be determined 
by the voice of antiquity,’’ has naturally had ite influence in increasing the estimation in 
which the Additions are held, but an influence which has been far from universal even in its 
own ecclesiastical circle, and happily is not increasing. 

Luther spoke with mildness, but decision, of the Additions to Daniel and Esther as ‘‘ corn- 
flowers,’’ which he had taken out of the books in which they stood in the Latin text, but had 
afterwards placed in a separate bed that they might not wither, because there was much good 
in them. In the Reformed churches generally, including that of England, the Additions 
to Esther shared the fortunes of the other books usually reckoned among the Apocrypha. 


1 Iangen, Deuterokan. Stiicke, etc., p. 4. 2 Bib. in Ch., p. 257. 
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Appition I. (in the Greek introducing the book).? 


In the second year of the reign of Artaxerxes the great, on? the first day of 
Nisan,? Mardocheus* the son of Jairus, the son of Semeias, the son of Kiszas, of 
the tribe of Benjamin, a Jew, saw a vision; he dwelt® in the city of Susa, a 
great man, being a servitor in the king’s palace.® He was also" of the captivity,® 
which Nabuchodonosor king® of Babylon carried from Jerusalem with Jechonias 
the king of Judea.” And this was his vision: and behold voices and uproar, thun- 
derings and earthquake and confusion on the earth.” And behold, two great dragons 
came forth both ready to fight. And their mighty cry arose ; and at their cry every 
nation prepared itself to battle, that they might fight the nation of righteous ones.“ 
And lo, a day of darkness and obscurity, tribulation and anguish, affliction and great — 
confusion, upon the earth. And the whole righteous nation was troubled, fearing 
their own evils, and prepared themselves for destruction ;** and” they cried unto 
10 God. And from their weeping,” as it were from a little fountain, sprang a great 
11 river,® even much water. And light and the sun * rose up, and the lowly were ex- 
12 alted, and devoured the glorious. And *! Mardochzus, who had seen this vision,” and 

what God had determined to do, awaking kept it in his heart, and until night was 
13 desirous to comprehend it in every particular. And Mardocheus slept in the pal- 
ace with Gabatha and Tharra, the two eunuchs of the king, who watched in™ the 
14 palace. ‘And he heard their devices, and searched out their anxieties,” and learned 
that they were making ready ** to lay hands upon Artaxerxes the king. And he in- 
15 formed” the king of them. And * the king examined the two eunuchs, and haying * 
16 confessed they were punished.® And the king wrote a memorial of these things ; 
17 Mardocheus‘also * wrote thereof. And the king commanded Mardochezus to serve 
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1T have adopted, exceptionally, in view of the exceedingly confused arrangement of the Additions as found in the 
A. V., the order of chapters and verses as given in the Greek text edited by Fritzsche. At the beginning of each 
chapter of the Commentary, however, will be found a citation of the chapters and verses of the A. Y. included in it. 

Vers. 1,2.—?% A. V.: in. (Fritzsche strikes out Baovdéws after weyadov, as wanting in most MSS., including ITI. X. 
XI. It is found, however, in II.) 3 the month Nisan (so 19. — Adar N. —and Old Lat. by Cod. Corb.). * Mardo- 
cheus. (Hereafter I shall write as above, without further notice in the notes.) 

Vers. 8,4.—°A. V.: Semei.... Cisai.... hadadream; who was a Jew, and dwelt. ° court (Gr., avAy. See 
Com.). 7 also one. 8 captives. 9 the king. 10 J. King of Judea. It does not seem needful to indicate further 
ee I adopt throughout in the text the spelling Judea, as above. The article is omitted before Bacwdéws by 44, 52. 

- Co. Ald. 

Vers. 5-8. —11 A. V.: his dream (Gr., évimviov, as in ver. 2). 12 behold a noise of a tumult, with thunder, and 
earthquakes, and uproar in the land. (The «ai at the beginning is omitted by 19. For the following xat @dpuBos, III. 
52. 64. 243. 248, Co. Ald. have @épvBov, which is thus made to limit pwvat. Before rdépaxos a xai is found in III. X. (by 
a corrector) and many other MSS. with the Old Lat. and Vulg. Co. Ald., and it is received into his text by Fritzsche). 
15 their cry was great (Gr., kai éyévero avtOv dwvh meyadn). 14 ery all nations were prepared (Gr., 77 pwry avtav Hrow- 
pacOn wav vos) . . . . against the righteous people. 15 uproar. 

Vers. 9,10.—16 A. V.: were ready to perish (Gr., 7rowndcOynoav arodéaGar). 17 Then. 18 and upon their cry (Gr., 
aro 5 THs Boys avtHv. The context requires this rendering). 19 was made (@Gr., éyévero) . . «:. flood. 

Vers. 11, 12.—% A. V.: The light and the sun. (The «ai found in the zext. rec. befoue das is omitted in IT. as well as 
in X. 19. 93b. 249. Vulg., and it might well be dropped.) 21 Now when. 22 dream. 23 was awake, he bare his 
dream in mind, and until night by all means was desirous to know it (Gr., kal év mavti Adyw HOcArev emryvOvat adTd ews 
ms vuxtos). Cod. II., with 55. 936. omits 6 before éwpaxds. The Codd. IIT. 52. 64, 248. 248. Go. Ald. have for adré 
after elyev, To ev¥mviov TovTO, and are followed, as will be noticed, by the A. V. 

Vers. 18-15, —4 A. V.: took his rest in the court .... . and keepers of. 25 purposes (see Com.). 26 about (Gr. 
éTouragovat). 27 so he certified, 28 Then. 29 after that they had. 80 strangled (see Com.). 

Ver. 16.—%1 A. V.: madea record ....and M. also. 
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18 in the palace Se and for this? he rewarded him. And Aman son ? of Amadathus, 
a Bugan,* was in great honor with the king, and ® sought to injure ® Mardocheus 
and his people because of the two eunuchs of the king. 


Vers. 17,18.—1 So... . court. 


2 Codd. XI. 44. 64. al. Go. Ald. have rovrov for rovtwy (Vulg., pro delatione). 


The 


change may have been made in the interest of definiteness, the latter word having a possible reference to the eunuchs ; 


but it probably refers to the report (Adyot). 
and. 6 molest (Gr., kaxoroujoat). 


Appition I. 


Ver. 1. In the second year. There isa discrep- 
ancy of five years between this date and that of 
the Hebrew, as we have already shown in our 
introduction to the present book. — Artaxerxes. 
The text B. has ’Aoi’npos, which is also the form 
of the word in the Hebrew. While there is a 
difference of opinion respecting the person in- 
tended, he is generally supposed to be Xerxes. 
See Eichhorn’s Repertorium, 1784, xv. 1-38. — 
Th wa. A Hebraistic use of a cardinal for an 
ordinal. Cf. Winer, p. 248. — Mardocheeus. 
The word is of Persian origin (see ii. 5, in the 
Greek), and means “ worshipper of Merodach.” 
Cf. Rawlinson, Ancient Mon., i. 134. That Mor- 
decai had access to the harem shows that he was 
aeunuch. In 2 Mace. xv. 36, the 14th of Adar, 
when the Feast of Purim was celebrated, is called 
“ Mardocheus’ Day.” If this Mardocheus be 
really one of the captives whom Nebuchadnezzar 
carried away from Jerusalem at the time stated 
in verse 4, he is much out of place here. It would 
make him, at least, one huudred and twenty-five 
years old. Cf. Esth. ii. 2; 2 Kings xxiv. 12; 
Neh. vii. 7. Fritzsche suggests that in verse 4 
only the family of Mardochxus is meant. In 
any case the genealogy as here given is imper- 
fect: } 
Ver. 3. Susa [Shushan]. It was the capital of 
the country known in Scripture as Elam, and one 
of the most important cities of the East. It was 
long the residence of the Persian kings, and 
maintained its grandeur up to the time of the 
Macedonian conquest, when Alexander is said to 
have carried away from it in treasures what would 
be equal to twelve million pounds sterling, besides 
the royal regalia. See Rawlinson, Ancient Mon., 
ii. 209, 474; iii. 270, 317, 437.— A great man. 
This has reference simply to the estimation in 
which he was held at court.—Servitor. The 
same word is used in the A. V. at 2 Kings iv. 43. 
—Court. (A. V.) This was one of the mean- 
ings given to the Greek word ava in the later 
times (of ep) thy avany, the courtiers) ; but here 
the palace seems to be clearly referred to. 

Ver. 6. Dragon. According to Scripture usage, 
this term is applied to any great monster, whether 
belonging to the sea or land. Cf. Deut. xxxii. 
33; Ps. xci. 13; Is. xxvii. 1. 

Ver. 7. Arkalwy Zévos. The Jews are meant, as 
also in the 9th verse. Itis noticeable that the arti- 
cle is omitted before the latter word. Cf. Winer, 
119 ff.; and for other examples of such epithets 
as applied to the Jews, Wisd, ix, 4, 7; x. 15; 
xi. 1; xii. 19; xv. 2, 14. 

Ver. 8. The similarity of sentiment to that of 
Joel ii. 2 will be observed. Cf. also the Greek. 
- Tribulation and anguish. The same Greek 
as at Rom. ii. 9; viii. 35. 

Ver. 11. Light and the sun. The return of 
happy days is thus symbolically set forth. 

“Ver. 12. The Chaldaic fragment published by 


3 Howbeit Aman the son. 


(Chap. 





4 the Agagite (see Com.), who. 5 omits 


xi, 2-12, in the A. V.) 


Assemani and De Rossi (see Introd.) adds to this 
verse that Mordecai told his dream only to Esther, 
to whom he also said: “ Now isthe dream come to 
fulfillment which I related to thee in thy youth [2]. 
This is the trouble concerning which I spoke to 
thee. Pray now to Jehovah, the God of our 
fathers,” etc. Chap. xi. of the A. V. ends with 
this verse. 

Ver. 13. In the palace (aap). Probably the 
harem is meant, where also the king was. Cf. 
Rawlinson, Ancient Mon., iii. 216. According to 
Esther ii. 21-23, it was Bigthan and Teresh who 
made the conspiracy. It is likely that these are 
only different forms of the same names that occur 
in the Additions. This is the first verse of chap. 
xii. in the A. V. 

Ver. 14. Mepluvas, anxieties. Their anxiety 
was with reference to the success of their plans. 

Ver. 15. ’Anhx@noay, were punished. This 
word was used as a Jaw term in Attic Greek, and 
meant to bring before a magistrate and accuse, and 
then, as a result of the process, to lead away to 
punishment. The A. V. seems to have read with 
Co. amityyx@noav. Cf. the Hebrew text, ii. 23. 
On the possible punishments inflicted by the Per- 
sians, see Rawlinson, Ancient Mon., iii. 246 f. 

Ver. 16. ‘The custom which prevailed among 
the Persians of recording matters of this sort in 
the annals of the kingdom, is noticed by Thucyd- 
ides (i. 129, 3): “‘So says the King Xerxes to 
Pausanias, — ‘ the sending back of the men whom 
thou hast saved for me from beyond the sea in 
Byzantium will be reckoned in thy favor as a 
good deed in our house, for ever.’ ” 

Ver. 17. Tlep) rovrwv. The neuter is used, 
referring to the whole matter of Mardochzus’ 
conduct. Text B. makes no reference to the 
presents received by Mardocheus, but speaks 
more particularly of the service assigned to him. 

Ver.18. Aman....aBugean. Cf.1 Sam. 
xy. According to tradition, at the celebration 
of Purim the passages of Scripture relating to 
the Amalekites were read. See Ex. xvii. 14 ff. ; 
Deut. xxv. 17 ff. The Greek word here, however, 
is Bovyaios. Is it to be regarded as meaning the 


same as the Hebrew ‘23877 of the Book of Ks- 


ther (iii.1)? So the A. V. seems to have thought. 
But Michaelis says that he is unable to explain 
the word. Grotius: “proprie ita dicti eunuchi ;” 
and his opinion is accepted by Schleusner (Lex., 
ad voc.). In text B. the name is changed to 
Maxeddva, and at iii. 1 to Twyatov. It is on the 
whole most probable, as Fritzsche supposes, that 
the word arose from a careless rendering of the 
Hebrew. No corresponding name of a family 
occurs to help us out of the difficulty ; while to 
render, with Dereser (and Scholz) the word as 
an adjective, “ the braggart,” would scarcely be 
justified by the facts relating to Haman made 
known in the canonical Scriptures. 
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Appition II. (in the Greek after chap. iii. 13 of the Hebrew). 


Anp this is the copy of the letter:* The great king Artaxerxes writeth these 
things to the princes and toparchs * that are under Aim from India unto Ethiopia, 
in an hundred seven ? and twenty provinces. After that I became lord over many 
nations, and had dominion over the whole world, not lifted up with presumption of 
my authority, but carrying myself always * with equity and mildness, I purposed to 
establish for my subjects continually a quiet life,> and making my kingdom habit- 
able,® and open for passage to the utmost borders, to renew the ‘ peace, which is de- 
sired of all men. But on my asking the ® counsellors how this might be brought to 
pass, Aman, that excelled in prudence among us, and was approved by® his constant 
good will and steadfast fidelity, and had obtained the honor of the second place 
in the kingdom, shewed us, that among all the races 11 throughout the world there 
was scattered a certain malevolent” people, that had laws contrary to every 
nation, and continually despised the commandments of kings, so that our worthy 
aim to secure a stable government for the united kingdom was impossible. Seeing 
then we understand that this nation quite alone» is continually in opposition unto 
all men, differing in the strange manner of thetr laws, and evil disposed towards our 
affairs, bringing to pass the most shameful things, indeed, so that the kingdom can- 
not be firmly established : * therefore have we commanded, that they that are indi- 
cated through letters unto you by Aman, who is appointed over affairs,” and is 
next unto us, shall all, with wives and children, be utterly destroyed by the swords *® 
of their enemies, without any ” mercy and pity, the fourteenth day of the twelfth 
month Adar of the 2! present year ; that, they who of old and now also are maley- 
olent,” may in one day with violence go into Hades, to the end that perpetually, 
in the future, our affairs may go on securely and peacefully.” 


1 


Ver. 1.—1A.V.: The copy .... . letters was this. 2 governors (carpamais 19. 98a. 108. ; satrapis, Cod. Corb.). 
8 and seven (III. 980., one hundred twenty and seven ; 98a., one hundred and twenty-seven ; or, seven and twenty). 

Vers. 2, 8.—4 A. V.: alway. 5 to settle (Gr., karaorjoat Biovs, etc.; 71. 76. 248. Co., Biov) . .. . in a quiet life. 
6 peaceable (see Com.). 7 coasts, to renew. 8 Now when I asked (mvOopévov Sé wou ; Codd. IIT. X. (from a corr.) 
93d. read muvOavopevov Sé pov) my. 9 wisdom among us... . for. 10 omits obtained (Gr., amevnveypevos ; 
ameveykamevos, IIT. X. 19. 98. 108d.). 

Ver. 4.—" A. V.: declared unto. . 
III. X. 93b., avtirurov — mpds wav éOvos). 
go forward. See Com. 

Ver. 5. —15 A, V.: people alone (Gr., wovdtarov), etc. 16 affected to our state (Gr., rots nueTépors mpayyacr), work- 
ing all the mischief they can (Gr., 74 xelpiota ocvvteAodv — ovvredovvTas, 71. 74. 76.—xaxd, etc.), that (kai) our king- 
dom may not be firmly stablished. See Com. 

Ver. 6.—17 A. V.: all they .... signified in writing unto you... . ordained over the affairs. 
19 sword (plur. in the Gr.). 20 all (Gr., mavrds). 21 this. 

Ver. 7.—% A, V.: malicious (see ver. 4). 26 the grave (Gr., eis roy gdnv), and so ever hereafter cause our affairs 
to be well settled, and without trouble (Gr., cis Tov merémevta xpdvov evaTaby Kal ardépaxa mapéexwow Huiv dd TéAovS 
Ta Tpaywara). 


. . in all nations. 12 malicious. 13 contrary to all nations (Gr., avriderov — 
14 so as the uniting of our kingdoms, honourably intended by us, cannot 


18 their wives. 


Appition TH. (Chap. xiii. 1-7 of the A. V.) 

Ver. 1. The occasion of this addition seems to| Ver. 2. ‘*Emeuéorepov. On the force of the 
have been the mention made of an edict by King | comparative in such a connection, see Winer, 
Ahasuerus in Esth, iii. 14. The Persian method p. 242f. It is not infrequently used when the 
of carrying letters is described by Herodotus (viii. object with which the comparison is made is to 
98). Cf. also Rawlinson, Ancient Mon., iii. 426 f.| be understood. See John xix. 11; Acts xviii. 20; 
— In Dan. vi. 1, one hundred and twenty satrap- 2 Cor. viii. 17, Here it is meant that the king 
ies are spoken of. Michaelis thinks that here, at! ruled with more mildness than it was natural or 
least, one too many is given; Egypt having fallen | usual to expect. The A. V. seems to have read 


away from the government of Artaxerxes in the 
fifth year of his reign, while it is evident that | 
the kingdom did not extend as far as Ethiopia. 
But, according to the style of ancient edicts, even 
lost provinces were reckoned as belonging to a 
kingdom, if there was hope of recovering them | 
again. And, in this large number, probably sub- 
satrapies are included. Cf. Bib. Com. at Esth. i. 
1, and Rawlinson, Ancient Mon., iii. 417 £. — The 
great king. A common title of the Persian mon- 


| habitable.” 





archs, given them even by the Greeks. 


(as IL. XI. 52. 55. and others), with Co, Ald., 
Hpewov, “ peaceable,” instead of jjepor, “ civilized,” 
Cf. Greek at 1 Tim. ii. 2. Text 
B. has &xps for wéxp:t.— The Jordship over all 
nations here claimed by the Persian monarchs 
was only one of imagination. Still, on the basis 
of it they laid their commands on the peoples 
which owed them no allegiance. For instance, 
they forbade the Carthaginians to eat the flesh 
of dogs. 

Ver. 3. The second place in the kingdom, 
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t.e., he was prime minister, The plural ray Bao- 
tAeiay is used for the singular, the idea of the con- 
stituent parts of the kingdom being so expressed. 

Ver. 4. pds 7) uh carariOccOa thy 50’ Fue 
KatevOuvouevny aucurtws cuvapxiav. De Wette 
translates: “So that the government blamelessly 
managed by us cannot exist.” Michaelis: “ And 
do not submit themselves to the common govern- 
ment and constitution proposed by us.” Bunsen’s 
Bibelwerk : “So that the government blamelessly 
managed by us cannot attain to peace.” We 
have adopted a somewhat free rendering above. 
Cf. Gr. at vi. 14. 

Ver. 5. Zevl€ovcav mapaddAdooov. Codd. X. 
(from the first hand) IIL 93). read wapdadatw 
(alternation). Fritzsche supposes that in place 
of this word there originally stood mapapvAdacor, 
but still thinks that this would not be in har- 
mony with the context. The difficulty would 
then be with the former word. It would be no 
longer needed. But on the basis of this change 
might we not translate: “keeping guard over 
(t. é€., maintaining) a manner of life alien to the 
laws.” See Wahl’s Clavis, ad voc. As the text 
now stands, it might be rendered: “ changing 
their rules of living, making them strange.” Or, 
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taking tevi(ovoay as intransitive (Polyb., iii. 114, 
4): “changing the customs of life [so as] to be- 
come strange.” De Wette renders: “live in ac- 
cordance with strange laws.’’ Michaelis: “ have 
uite other and strange customs.” Bunsen’s 
ibelwerk : “observe a strange mode of life.” 

Ver. 6. Next untous. Lit., owr second father. 
See Add. vi. 10; Judith ii. 4; 1 Mace. xi. 32.— 
The fourteenth day of the twelfth month, 
Adar. In the Hebrew text (Esth. iii. 13; viii. 
12; ix. 1), as also elsewhere in the Additions 
(vi. 16) the thirteenth day of this month is given 
as the day appointed for the slaughter of the 
Jews. It is likely that the discrepancy arose 
from the fact that, while the thirteenth was com- 
monly mentioned, the fourteenth and fifteenth 
were the days actually celebrated. And in later 
times the former date was often confounded with 
the latter. Josephus agrees with the date of the 
Additions. 

Ver. 7. Into Hades, els roy d5yv. On the use 
of this Greek word in the LXX., ef. Girdlestone, 
O. T. Syn., p. 443; Cremer’s Lex., ad voc.; art. 
“ Hades,” by Giider in Herzog’s Real-Encyk. ; and 
a discussion of this and connected words in the 
Stud. u. Kritik., 1858, pp. 248-298. 





Avpition III. (in the Greek found between chapters iv. 17 and y. of the Hebrew). 


Anp he thinking? upon all the works of the Lord, made? his prayer unto him, and 
said,® O Lord, Lord, King Almighty, for the universe * is in thy power, and if thou 
wilt® save Israel, there is no man that can gainsay thee, for thou madest the heaven 
and the earth, and every wonderful thing® under the heaven.’ And thou art 
Lord of all,° and there is no man that can resist thee, the Lord. Thou knowest 
all things; thou knowest,” Lord, that 7¢ was neither in insolence nor pride, nor 
through ™ desire of glory, that I did not bow down to proud Aman; for I could 
have been content for ” the salvation of Israel to kiss the soles of his feet. But I 
did this, that I might not set’* the glory of man above the glory of God. And I 
will not worship any but thee, my Lord,” and I will not do it in pride. And 
now, O Lord God and King,” the God of Abraham,” spare thy people, for their eyes 
are upon us to bring us to nought; and * they desire to destroy the inheritance, 

9 that hath been thine from the beginning. Overlook not thy portion,’ which thou 
10 hast redeemed out of Egypt for thyself..° Hear my prayer, and be merciful unto 
thine inheritance, and™ turn our sorrow into joy, that we may live, O Lord, and 
praise thy name; and destroy * not the mouths of them that praise thee.” And 
all Israel cried with all their strength,™ because their death was before their eyes. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 


11 


Vers. 1-8. —1A. V.: Then Mardocheus thought. (The reading Mapéox. before é576y is supported by III. X. (from a 
corr.) and Cod. Corb. of the Old Lat. See Com.) 2 and made. 3 Saying. 4 the king .... for the whole world 
(Gr., 76 wav). 5 hast appointed to (Gr., év r@ OéAew ae). 6 hast made heaven and earth and all the wondrous 
things. 7 See Com. f 

Vers. 4-6. —8 A. V.: Thou art Lord of all things. 9 which art the L, 10 and thou knowest (Cod. 249. has kat). 
1 contempt... . for any (Gr., ev). 12 content with good will for (Gr., nbddxour, etc.; Jun., grato animo vellem ; 
see Com.). 

Vers. 7-11. —13 A. V.: prefer (Gr., 0 ; tva unddéva mpordéw ris ddéns, ete., 19. 93a.). 
: thee, O God (Co. and Jun. omit pov; Old Lat. MS. Corb., nisi te Domine Deus). 16 God and King (these words are 
omitted by X.—from the first hand — XI. 19. 44. 55. 106.; III. 980. add BaovAcd, as also X. by a corrector). q 17 omits 
the God of Abraham (is omitted by 52. 64. 248. Co. Ald. Jun.). 18 yea, 19 Despise not the portion (Noli avertere ea 
parte, Old Lat., by MS. Corb.; Ne despicias partem tuam, Jun.). 20 delivered .... thine own self (see Com.). 
21 omits and (so 52. 64. 248. Ald.). 22 (See Com.) 23 thee, O Lord (the text. rec. adds kvpue, but it is not found in 
TI. X. XI. 44. 52. 64. 74. 76. 93. 106. 108a. 120. 236. 249., and Old Lat. by Cod. Corb.). 24 All Israel in like manner 
eried most earnestly (marg., mightily) unto the Lord. For éxékpagev Codd. I. 55. 74. 106. 120. 248. 248. with Co. have 
the plural; 108a., cééxpagev ; éxpagev, X. ; cf. Matt. viii. 29. The form xexpdfouat (? kpagw, Luke xix. 40), for the 
future, is found everywhere in the LXX. See Winer, pp. 87, 274, and 279, note; Buttmann, p. 61. 


144 neither will I. 1 but 


(Ch. xiii. 8-18 of the A. V.) 


Ver. 1. The word “Mardochus” occurs in| which immediately precedes, but is not found in 
the last verse of the fourth chapter of Esther, | the Greek of the present verse. The Commentary 
14 


AppiTion III. 
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of Dereser and Scholz gives a translation of the 
prayer of Mordecai as it is found in the Chaldaic 
fragments. 

Ver.2. The word “Lord” is repeated on ac- 
count of the deep earnestness of the petition. 

Ver. 3. ‘The reason is now given for the strong 
language of the preceding verse. The whole 
world is in thy power, etc., because. — Ev 77 
im’ ovpavdv. Some such word as yf or xdépq is to 
be supplied after 7m. Cf. Luke xvii. 24; the 
LXX. at Job xviii. 4; Prov. viii. 28; and Winer, 

moO. 

/ Ver. 5. The reasoning of this and the two next 
following verses does not appear to be sound. It 
was a Jewish, as well as a Persian, custom to bow 
the knee before superiors, and more than a hun- 
dred instances of the kind may be found in the 
Bible. See Michaelis, Anmerk., p. 107. Grotius 
says of the writer: “Ad Grecum potius morem 
guam ad ludaicum respexere.” —Td uh mpookuveiv. 


The infinitive is epexegetical. See Winer, pp. 
318 £., 326. 
Ver. 6. The custom of kissing the fect as a 


sign of submission was common in Persia. Cf. 
Xen., Cyrop., vii. 5, 32, and art. “ Kuss,” in 
Schenkel’s Bib. Lex. For the sake of emphasis, 
the soles of the feet are here mentioned. Cf. Is. 
xlix. 23. For the use of the imperfect tense here, 
compare Rom. ix. 8, and see Winer, p. 283. Paul 
says: “Huiyduny yap adrds eyd avdbeua elvar ard 
roi) Xpiorov.” Here the Greek is 8t1 nvddKovy 
pirciy TéAuata Today avTov, etc. 

Ver. 8. *EmBAgmovew jpiv eis katapbopdy. The 
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yerb is followed by the dative, indicating the 
direction of the idea contained in the verb and its 
preposition. Cf. Mark vii. 32; Luke xxiii. 26. 
The verb has a hostile sense here. Schleusner ; 
“respicere animo maligno, mala cupere.” See also 
Ecclus. xi. 30. For the force of eis, cf. note at 
Judith v. 11. 

Ver. 9. Lit., Out of the land of E. (ceaut@) for 
thyself. Cf. remarks at Tobit iv. 9; v. 3. 

Ver. 10. ‘IAdc@n71, be propitious. Even in 
Homer the middle voice of this verb is used to de- 
note.a religious act: to make (the gods) propitious, . 
cause to be reconciled. Cf. Cremer’s Lez., p- 290. 
—Eiwxlav. Lit., banqueting. By Polybius, it 
is used for a supply of provisions for the army. 
Cf. 3 Mace. vi. 80. Text B. has edppoodyny. — 


Sréua. The singular is used for the plural. Cf. 
1 Cor. vi. 19. It expresses the object which be- 


longs to each of the individuals addressed. De- 
stroy not the mouths (marg. of A. V., shut or 
stop not). The Greek is, uh apavions oréua. The 
verb means to make unseen, hide from sight, or, in 
veneral, to hide, conceal; and hence, secondly, to 
make away with. In the following Addition, 
verse 7, we have in the A. V. the same rendering 
given to eudpaga ordua as in the margin here, 
and with more propriety, that verb meaning to 
bar a passage, stop up, block up. 

Ver. 11. Ey ép@aduots. This preposition in 
Biblical Greek is not infrequently used in the 
sense of “ before.” Cf. 1 Cor. ii. 6; vi. 2, This 
usage was also not uncommon with the classic 
orators. See Winer, p. 385. 


AppiTion IV. (in the Greek follows Add. III.). 


1 Qveen EstTHER also, mortal extremity having befallen her, fled! unto the Lord, 
2 and laid aside” her glorious apparel, and put on the garments of anguish and 
mourning ; and instead of precious ointments, she covered her head with ashes and 
dung. And she humbled her body greatly, and every spot of her joyous orna- 
mentation she filled with her dishevelled hair.? And she prayed unto the Lord God 
of Israel, saying, 

O my Lord, thou only art our King; help me, who am alone, and‘ have no 
helper but thee; for my life® is in mine hand. From my birth up® I have 
heard in the tribe of my family, that thou, O Lord, tookest Israel from all the 
nations, and our fathers from all their progenitors,’ for a perpetual inheritance, and 
thou hast performed whatsoever thou didst promise them. And now we have 
sinned before thee, and thou hast * given us into the hands of our enemies, because 
we worshipped their gods; O Lord, thou art righteous. And now® it satisfieth 
them not, that we are in bitter captivity, but they have stricken hands with their 
idols, to” abolish the thing that thou with thy mouth hast ordained, and destroy 
thine inheritance, and stop the mouths of them that praise thee, and quench the 
glory of thy house, and thine altar, and open the mouths of the heathen respect- 
8 ing the virtues of idols,” and to magnify a fleshly king for ever. O Lord, give 

not thy sceptre unto them that are not, and let them not laugh at our fall; but 

turn their device upon themselves, and make him an example, that hath begun this 


aor, oo 


a 


Vers. 1-8. —1A. V.: being in fear of death resorted ( Gr., karépuyev.... dv ayav. —see Com.—avérov karevdni- 


peévn). 2 away. 8 all the places of her joy ... torn hair (see Com.). Frit 
and others, érAnge for évérAnce. ( ). Fritzsche adopts from II. X. XI. 19. 52. 98. 


—*< : ni : (ERA a 
Vers. 4-6. A.V.: desolate woman, which (Gr., 7 wdvy Kai). 5 danger (literal, but it lacks clearness ; see Com.). 


6 from my oe up (Gr., é« yeverjs pov). 7 among all people .. . . predecessors (Gr., mpoydvwr). 
i Vers. 7,8.—8 A. Vv. : therefore hast thou. ® Nevertheless (vov is omitted by 44. 106.). "10 that they will, 
mouth ....of thine altar. (Fritzsche has received 6vovacrypiov, in place of the genitive of the same, from II. IIL 


X. 52. 64. 930.) 1 ‘to set forth the praises of the idols (see Com.). 18 be nothing (Gr., wy ober; Jun., nihil sunt). 
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9 against us. 


Remember, O Lord, make thyself known in time of our affliction, and 


10 give me boldness, O King of the gods, and Ruler of every government.t Put® 
eloquent speech in my mouth before the lion, and® turn his heart to hate him that 
fighteth against us, that there may be an end of him, and of them * that are like- 


11 
12 


minded with ® him. 
have no other, O Lord,® but thee. 


But deliver us with thine hand, and help me who am alone and 
Thou knowest all things, and knowest’" that I 


hate the glory of the unrighteous, and abhor the bed of the uncircumcised, and of 


13 


every alien. Thou knowest my necessity, that® I abhor the sign of my high es- 


tate, which is upon mine head in the days wherein I shew myself; I abhor” it as 


14 
vant ® hath not eaten at Aman’s table ; 
15 


a menstruous rag, and I wear” it not in the days of my rest.” And thy ser- 


and I have not lauded * the king’s feast, 


nor drunk the wine of drink offerings.“° Neither has” thy servant taken’* joy 


since the day that I was brought hither to this present, but in thee, O Lord God of 


16 Abraham. O God who art the Mighty 


One above all,” hear the voice of the for- 


lorn, and deliver us out of the hand of the evil doers,” and deliver me out of 


my fear. 


Vers. 9, 10.—1A.V.: of the nations (so 74. 76. 120. 236. 243. 248. Co. Jun.), and Lord of all power (Gr., maoys apx7js 


émixpuTa@v). 
5 to. 


2 Give me (the context seems to require the rendering “‘ Put,’ for dds here). 


8 omits and. 4 all. 


Vers. 11-13.—6 A. V.: that am desolate (see yer. 4), and which have no other helper. Kvpte is connected with 


what follows (as in the A. V.) by XI. 52. 76. 98. 106. 108a. 120, 236. 248. 249. Co. 
which is at the end of a line, so that «vpue seems to begin a new verse. 


Cod. Il. has a full stop after ge, 
But after cvpre there is considerable space, 


hence it would appear that the first hand connected it with what goes before, and that the period was placed where it 


is by a second hand. 
93a., 7. aAAoyevous). 
or private). 

Vers. 14-16.—13 A. V.: that thine handmaid. 


9 for. 10 and that I abhor. 


17 had. 18 thine handmaid any. 19 Q thou mighty God above all. 
Appition IV. (Chap. 
Ver. 1. ’Ev aya Oavdrov. The version of 


Aquila has: év aywvla (so 71. 74. 76. 93a. 106. 
120. 236.) @avdrov. Cf. 2 Mace. iii. 14, 16; xv. 
19. ‘he former word is found in Polyb., iv. 56, 
4 Tren. 16.2, 2. 

Ver. 2. Glorious apparel, i. e., her royal robes. 
— Humbled her body greatly. This seems to 
refer to what had just been said. She deprived 
her body of its usual ornamentation. — Mdvra 
rérov Kécwov w&yadAiduatos aitis. The second 
genitive may be used adjectively. Cf. 2 Cor. iv. 
4; Winer, p. 190; and Buttmann, p. 161. In 
what follows, the luxuriance of Esther’s hair, as 
well as the evidence of her self-humiliation, is 
skillfully indicated. The text of B. gives better 
sense: “And every sign of her ornamentation 
and joy on her braided hair she filled with humili- 
ation.” It seems to be in closer harmony with 
the context to suppose that in text A., also, the 
words mdvra rémov refer to the head of Esther, 
and the upper part of her body, where she ordi- 
narily wore ornaments. I have translated ac- 
cordingly. 

Ver. 4. In mine hand. 
esse id quod facile elabi potest.” Grotius. 


“In manibus dicitur 
Cf. Ps. 


exix. 109. By metonymy, “danger” (A. V.) is 
used for “ life.” 
Ver. 5. Heard in the tribe of my family. 


Instead of this, text B. has the remarkable expres- 
sion ; éya 5& Heovoa warpixts pou BiBAouv. 

Ver. 7. ’Av0’ Gv = ati rotrwy bri, because 
of these things that, or because. Cf. Luke i. 
20, xix. 44; Xen. Anab., v. 5, 14; Winer, p. 
364.—Eis dperas patalwv. The preposition is 
used tropically to indicate the direction of the 
feelings: with respect to, in behalf of. Cron 8, 
and Judith v. 11. The word dperds may here, 
perhaps, be used in its primary sense, in allusion 


7 Q Lord, thou knowest (see preceding note). 
11 that I wear. 


14 that I. 


8 all the heathen (Gr., mavrds adAorpiov ; 19. 
12 when I am private by myself (marg., quiet, 


15 greatly esteemed. 16 the drink offerings. 
20 hands of the mischievous. 


xiv. 1-19 of the A, V.) 


to the victory which they would achieve in the 
circumstances supposed. Cf. 1 Pet. ii. 9, where 
the same word is translated “praises.” The 
A. V. renders the last word by “idols,” as the 
word eidéAwy in the same verse, just before. 
Doubtless idols are meant; but a distinction which 
exists in the original would in that case be over- 
looked. The margin of the A. V. has, “ Gr., 
vain things.” 

Ver. 8. Make him an example. Cf. the 
LXX. at Numb. xxv. 4; Jer. xiii. 22. The Greek 
here is: (rdv d& dpiducvoy ep’ judas) mapaderywdri- 
gov. See also Matt. i. 19 (mapaderyuation ; or, 
according to another reading, deryyariom). At 
Heb. vi. 6, the same word (mapadevyyatlCovras) is 
rendered in the A. V. put to an open shame. — 
According to Michaelis, the word oxjrrpoy might 
be a false translation from the Hebrew (i. ¢., for 


maw): thy people to them who are nothing. The 
thought, however, is correct enough as it sy 


Ver. 10. Before the lion. So at 2 Tim. iy. 
17: “And I was delivered out of the mouth of 


the lion.” The expression seems to have been 
proverbial. Cf. Prov. xix. 12; Jer. xlix. 19; 
Rev. v. 5. 

Ver. 12. The plural is used, although the 


king only is meant, because the fact is of wider 
application. Cf. Winer, p. 175. At the time of 
Christ, marriages between heathen and Jews were 
not infrequent. Cf. Acts xvi. 3; 2 Tim. i. 5; 
and art. ‘“ Khe,” in Winer’s Realwérterb. 

Ver. 13. Wherein I shew myself. Lit., 
of my appearance, érractas. ‘The word is used of 
the appearance of the sun in Keclus. xliii. 2, but 
generally relates to visions. 

Ver. 14. The fact mentioned is not noticed in 
the canonical Scriptures. 
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Ver. 15. Since the day that I was brought] — Ver. 16. Above all, én madras. Cf. Jos.; aa 

hither, wetaBodAjs pov. Lit., my change, transfer, | tig., xii. 2, § 1; Rev. Sohn © €360n avrg etovola 

i.e. to the Persian court. If one might para-|ér) wacay gvAqy. —’Arndmopevwy, the forlorn, 

phrase, “ day of my exaltation” might be bet-| This word is seldom used in the active. Cf., how- 





ter. ever, the LXX. at Is. xxix. 19; Judith ix. 11. 
AppitTion V (in the Greek follows Add. iv.). 
1 Awp it came to pass on? the third day, when she had ended her prayer, she laid 


aside the garments in which she had worshipped,’ and put on her glorious apparel. 

2 And being splendidly * adorned, after she had called upon God, who is the beholder 
and saviour of all,* she called up the two maids of honor;* and upon the one she 

3 leaned, like a delicate person; but® the other followed, bearing up her train. And 
she herself blushed in“ the perfection of her beauty, and her countenance was joy- 
ous as one that awakens love; * but her heart was in anguish from® fear. And” 
having passed through all the doors, she stood before the king, who sat upon his 
royal throne, and was clothed with all his splendid robes, covered over ™ with gold 

7 and precious stones; and he was very dreadful. And lifting up his countenance 
blazing with glory,” he looked in the height of anger * wpon her. And the queen 
fell down, and became pale through faintness.* And she bowed herself! upon 

8 the head of the maid that went before her. And” God changed the spirit of the 
king into mildness ; and in fear he ** leaped from his throne, and took her in his arms 

till she came to herself again. And he” comforted her with loving words, and said 

9, 10 unto her, Esther, what is the matter ? I am thy brother, be of good cheer; thou 
11 shalt not die, for our commandment is mutual; come near. And he lifted up 
the golden scepter, and laid 7¢ upon her neck, and embraced her, and said, Tell it to 

12 me. And she said™ unto him, I saw thee, my lord, as an angel of God, and my 
heart was troubled from” fear of thy majesty. For wonderful art thou, lord, and 

13 thy countenance is full of grace. But as she was speaking, she fell from ™ faint- 


14 ness. And” the king was troubled, and all his servants comforted her. 

Vers. 1-3. —1A. V.: And upon. ? away her mourning garments (text, rec., Ta iudtia THs Ocpameias; 108a..... 
Tis amopias ; 248. Co..... Tov mévOous). 8 gloriously, 4 all things. 5 took two maids with her (lit., took to her. 
The article is wanting before d¥0 aBpas in X. 19. 98b. 1080. ; 19. 108d. have ped? Eau7ijs). § as carrying herself daintily 
(Qr., ws tpudpepevomévy) ; and. 7 she was ruddy through. 8 was cheerful and very amiable (Gr., iAapov ws mpoc- 
dirés). ® for (Gr., azé). 


Vers. 6-10.—10 A. V.: Then. 1 robes of majesty, all glittering (Gr., oroAnv Tis émipaveias ... . SAos, ete. ; 52. 98b., 


6Aws). 12 Then, 48 that shone with majesty. 14 very fiercely upon her (Gr., év axuy Ovjsod éBrcWev). 15 was 
pale and fainted (lit., changed her color through faintness). 16 and bowed herself (see Com.). 17 Then. 18 who 
in a fear. 19 omits he. 20 though our . .. general. 

Vers. 11-14.—°1 A. V.: so he held up his... . Speak unto me (Gr., AdAnosév wor). Then saidshe. for. 23 And, 


24 down for (Fritzsche receives avrjs after ékAvcews from X. XI. 62. 65. and many others, with Co. and Ald., but it is 
scarcely translatable). 25 Then. 


Appirion V. (Chap. xv. of the A. V.) 


Ver. 1. Tijs Oepamefas. The word Oepameta 
means : (1) such service as is paid by the servants 
of a king; or refers (2) to the nurture of soul or 
body ; or (3), as here, to anything done to gain 
the favor of God or man. Cf. Thucyd., i. 55; or 
(4) to the care of the sick. Cf. LXX. at Gen. 
xlv. 16; 2 Kings x. 20; and see Matt. xxiv. 45, 
Luke ix. 11, for illustrations of the different uses 
of the word.— Put on. The reading repie- 
BdAero (text. rec., mepteBdAAeTo) is supported, not 
only by 52. 108a. 249. 74. (cited in Fritzsche’s 
Apparatus), but by II. III. X. 93a. 106. 120. Co. 
Ald., and hence has the better claim to recogni- 
tion. 

Ver. 2. Tas do &Bpas. The article is used, 
perhaps to distinguish these two attendants from 
the remaining five of the seven that had been 
assigned to the queen. See Esth. ii. 9, The 


word &Bpa,—Lat., delicata, —a favorite slave, is 
usually derived from &Bpés, delicate, gentle; but 
there is a difference of opinion respecting it. It 
was a common epithet with the Asiatics. 

Ver. 6. EiveA9otoa mdcas tas OUpas. This 
verb, in Greek prose, is usually construed with the 
preposition eis, when used in a local signification; 
and with tiwd cw, with reference to desires, 
thoughts. As here used it is seldom found, ex- 
cept in the poets. See Winer, p. 427, note. — 
Before the King, évémov roi BaciAéws. Cod. X., 
by a corrector, has the stronger karevdmiov (right 
opposite) ; so also 93b.— Ai& xpucod. A some- 
what loose employment of this preposition. The 
idea would have been more accurately expressed 
by éx. But ef. 1 Esd. vi. 9. 

Ver. a. Very fiercely. Text B. has és Tavpos, 
which is more striking than elegant. Michaelis 
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remarks that it is difficult to say why the king 
should put on such a look of rage ; but that pretty 
much al] that is done by this Ahasuerus or Arta- 
xerxes, whatever he may be called, is wanting in 
common sense. — Kareréxufev, — compounded of 
kard and émkirrw,— bowed herself. The word 
is said to be found nowhere else. 
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Josephus so renders or paraphrases the passage. 
The Vulgate and Luther similarly: “ Non enim 


pro te, sed pro omnibus lex hee constituta est.” Gro- 
tius paraphrases thus: “ Omnia nobis sunt com- 
munia etiam dicta que facio, quasi tua habenda 
sunt, non ut in te scripta.”’ Bunsen’s Bibelwerk: 
“For from both of us goes forth our command.” 
Text B. has: “ For our matter is 2 common one 


Ver. 8. In fear, dywvidoas (marg. of A. V., 
in an agony). The meaning of the verb is (1) to 
be in an wyav (= aywviCouat) ; (2) to be distressed, 
anxious. Cf. Add» iv. 1; Polyb., v. 34, 9.— 
*Averndnoey amd Tod Opdvov abtov. Cf. Tob. vi. 2, 
for a similar construction. Verbs compounded 
with avd, in a local sense, are usually construed 
with eis, mpés, or emi. See Winer, p. 428. After 
the grandiloquence of the preceding verses, the 
present one seems almost like an anti-climax. 
The Vulgate translates: Quid habes? Michaelis, 
De Weitte, and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk: “ Was ist dir, 
Esther?” — Thy brother. “ Quasi frater. Ita te 
amo quasi sanguine essem proximus.” Grotius. Cf. 
Songs of Sol. viii. 1. 

Ver. 10. For our commandment is mutual 
(A. V. marg., as well mine as thine). Michaelis 
thinks that something: has been lost from the 
text like: “ Still, it does not concern thee!” 


and the threatening is not against thee.” 

Ver. 12. Asan angel of the Lord. This is 
not so extravagant an expression as it might seem 
to our Western ears. It is used with reference to 
the quality of goodness at 1 Sam. xxix. 9; of 
wisdom, at 2 Sam. xiv. 17 ; of power, 2 Sam. xix. 
27; and here, of majesty. Text B. has omitted 
this flattery, and for the phrase, “for the fear of 
thy majesty,” has ard rAs Sdéys Tod Avpod. 

Ver. 13. The text B. has: “and upon her coun- 
tenance was pérpoy [dparos,” much perspiration, 
uérpoy seeming to be used figuratively, like réAos 
in similar cases. Cf. Hom., J/., xi. 255, wérpov 
nBns, i. e., prime, fullness of youth. — Fell from 
faintness. Lit., her faintness, amd éxrAdoews adris. 
At ver. 7 we have: kal wereBare Td xpGpua aris ev 
éxavoet. Lit., and changed her color through faint- 
ness. 





Appition VI. (in the Greek placed after chap. viii. 12 of the Hebrew). 


1 ‘Tue great king Artaxerxes unto the governors of an hundred and twenty-seven 
provinces from India unto Ethiopia, unto the other rulers of the lands and to all who 
2 attend to our affairs,’ greeting. Many, the more often® they are honored with 
the too ® great bounty of their benefactors, the more ambitious have they become,* 
and endeavor not alone to hurt our subjects: —also, because they are not able® 
to bear abundance, they even undertake to conspire against their own benefactors.® 
And not only do they take thankfulness" away from among men, but also lifted up 
with the glorying of persons unacquainted with goodness,® they think to escape the 
5 justice of a sin-hating God, who always seeth all things.? And” oftentimes also 
fair speech of those, that have been“ put in trust to manage their friends’ affairs, 
hath caused many that are in authority to be partakers of innocent blood, and hath 
enwrapped them in remediless calamities, beguiling with the falsehood and deceit of 
their wicked disposition the innocence and indulgence” of princes. And one” 
may see this, as we have declared, not so much by ancient histories, as by taking 
note of * what hath been wickedly done right here # through the unworthy behav- 
iour of them that are placed in authority.” And we must take care for the time 
to come, so 8 that our kingdom may be quiet and peaceable for all men, by making 
use of changes and by always judging things that are before our eyes with more 
suitableness of response.” 


3 
4 


Vers. 1-3. —1 A. V.: the princes and governors (Fritzsche, catpdracs (text. rec, II. X.— by a corrector — 93b., carpa- 
metas) with X. Co. Ald. Old Lat.).... hundred and seven and twenty provinces. ... Ethiopia, and unto all our faith- 
ful subjects (see Com.). 2 often (see Com.). 8 omits too. 4 gracious princes (Gr., evepyetovvTwr) the more proud 
they are waxen (Gr., ueig. éppdvycav ; Old Lat. — Cod. Corb. — male sperantes). 5 to hurt not our subjects only, but 
not being able (see Com.). 6 do take in hand to practice (see Com.) also against those that do them good. 

Vers. 4-7. 7 A. V.: take not only thankfulness. 8 glorious words of lewd persons that were neyer good. 9 of 
God that seeth all things and hateth evil. 10 omits And. 1 (are see Com.). ™ their lewd disposition (see Com.) 
the innocency and goodness (evyvwpocvvnv). 13 Now ye. 14 See Com, 16 A. V.: ye may, if ye search 16 of 
late (Gr., rapa das). 17 pestilent behaviour of them that are unworthily placed in authority (Jun., “‘ eorwm qui 
indigné dominatum obtinent pestilentia ;’’ ef. Com.). 

Ver. 8. —18 A. V.: omits so (Fritzsche has received wove for eis 76 of the text. rec. from 52. 64. 248. 248. Co. Ald., 
gince otherwise there would be required for the form of the following verb wapéxewv (as 980.) or mapefeuv (108@.) instead 
of mapefopucda). 19 both by changing our purpose and always judging things that are evident with more equal pro- 
ceeding. A corrector in X. has placed od before xpéevor, which would so far bring it into agreement with III. 19. 930. 
108a. 249. Codd. 19. 93. 108. substitute for rais weraPoAdais, tats diaBodrats. See Com. 
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9 For so! Aman, a Macedonian, son of Amadathus, truly an alien? from the Per- 

sian blood, and widely removed? from our goodness, having been hospitably re- 

10 ceived by‘ us, had so far forth obtained the favor that we shew toward every nation, 

as that he was called our father, and was continually honored of all men, as the next 

11 person unto the king. But he, not bearing his elevation,’ went about to deprive 

12 us of our kingdom and life, having by manifold and cunning artifices® sought’ 

the destruction, as well of Mardocheus, our rescuer and continual benefactor, as of 

18 the blameless® Esther, sharer of our® kingdom, with their whole nation. For by 

these means he thought, taking us in our destitution, to have transferred * the king- 

14 dom of the Persians to the Macedonians. But we find that the Jews, whom the 

threefold wicked wretch had ! delivered to utter destruction, are no evil-doers, but 

live by most just laws; and that they are children of the most high and greatest fe 

living God, who hath arranged the kingdom both for us and our progenitors in the 

15 most excellent order2® Wherefore ye will do well to make no further use of 4 the 

letiers sent wnto you by Aman, the son of Amadathus. For he, that was the worker 

of these things, has been crucified” at the gates of Susa with all Ais family ; the God,”* 

who ruleth all things, speedily rendering retribution ™ to him according to his deserts. 

16 And ye ® shall publish the copy of this letter boldly in every place, to the effect that 

the Jews are to be permitted to” live after their own usages ;7° and that they be 

aided that 2 the same day, being the thirteenth day of the twelfth month Adar, they 

17 may ward off ” them, who in time of affliction set upon them. For the Almighty * 

God hath turned to joy unto them this day, wherein the chosen race were to a 

18 have perished. And ye shall therefore among your solemn feasts keep it as a” 

high day with every festivity,” that both now and hereafter there may be safety 

to you,” and the well disposed ** Persians, but to those who ® conspire against us 

19 a memorial of destruction. But every city or country as a whole,® which shall not 

do according to these things, shall be destroyed wrathfully 31 with fire and sword, 

and shall be made not only impassable” for men, but also most hateful * to wild 

beasts and fowls in all time to come.** And let these copies be posted up before 

all eyes in the entire realm, and all the Jews be ready on the said day to fight 
against their enemies.” 


Vers. 9-11. —1 For (19. 98a. 1085. omit as). 2 the son of Amadatha, being indeed a stranger. 8 far distant. 
¢ and as a stranger received of. 5 pis great dignity (Jun., tantam prestantiam). 

Vers. 12-14. —6 A. V.: deceits (see Com.). 7 sought of us. 8 who saved our life and continually procured 
our good as also of blameless. 9 partaker of our. 10 finding us destitute of friends to have translated (instead 
of AaBdv, Cod. X. — from a.corrector — has AaPetv, and supplies re after Thy (rv Nepo@y) which is also supported by 
III. 930.) 11 this wicked wretch (Gr., tpuraActypiov) hath. 12 they be .... and most mighty (Gr., peyio7ov). 
13 ordered the k..... untous... toour....manner (see Com.). 

Vers. 15-16. —14 A. V.: shall do well not to put in execution. 15 Amadatha.... is hanged. 16 God. 17 ven- 
geance. 18 Therefore ye. 19 letter (see Com.) in all places that the Jews may freely (Jun., liberé ; the words wera 
mappnoias are to be joined with éxdevres ; they are omitted by 19. 93a. and the Old Lat. by MS. Corb.). 20 laws (so 
TIL. X. 52. 64. 93d. 243. 248. Co. Ald.). 2 yeshall aid them, that even. 2 be avenged on (Gr., auvvwvrar). 75 the 
time of their affliction shall set... . For Almighty. 

Vers. 17-19. —*4 A. V.: the day .... people should. 2 Youshall....keepita. all feasting. 27 to us (fis 
wanting before juiv in IL. X. 249, 52.; for the latter word is written iv in ITI. X. (by the first hand) 74. and the same 
is adopted by Fritzsche). 28 affected. 29 which do. 30 Therefore every city and (Gr., 7) country whatsoever 
(Gr., 7d cdvoAov; but these words are omitted by 19. 249., the former having in place of them qr). 51 without merey 
(Gr., wer’ dpyjs). 82 unpassable. 33 Codd. ILI. X. (from a corrector) 938). read éxxtoTos (7. €., alcxtotos), instead 
of éx@oros of the text. rec. 34 A, V.: forever (Gr., eis roy dmavta xpdvov).  % This entire sentence, from ‘‘ And let,” 
etc., is omitted in the A. V. as in 19. 98a., the Old Lat. Vulg. and Junius. 


Appition VI. (Chap. xvi. of the A. V., except the conclusion (‘And let,” etc.), which is not 
found in it.) 


Ver. 1. Michaelis calls attention tothe peculiar{sche and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, too much. eGR 
Greek of this section. He says, moreover, that ii. 2. 
the edict is more like such a production as we| Ver. 3. The A. V. does not follow the gram- 
might expect from Mordecai than from the king| matical construction of the Greek. No “but 
of Persia. (See Anmerk., p.117.) It is instruc-| also” really follows the “not only.”—Mnxavac0a, 
tive to compare the present edict with that issued | fo conspire. In Homer Gpeamne as here, it is 
under Haman’s advice, in the second of the Addi-| used in a bad sense. Od., ili. 207; xvii. 499 ; xxii. 
tions. — Tots ra iucrepa gpovoior, ‘This was | 432. 
meant to include all who were not implicated in| Ver. 5. Fritzsche would change $iAwy to 
the conspiracy of Haman, piroriuos, or better, piAoppdvws, believing from its 
Ver. 2. Tluxvdérepov. Lit., thicker and so more | position that the word was originally an adverb : 
often. It might also be rendered, as by Fritz-|‘ Oftentimes, also, fair speech of those put tn trust to 
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manage affairs kindly,” i. e., in a friendly spirit. 
Grotius renders like the A. V.: “ Quibus credita 
sunt amicorum negotia,” Soalso De Wette: “ Die 
Angelegenheiten ihrer Freunde zu besorgen,” “to 
look after the affairs of their friends.” Michaelis : 
“ Oftentimes, also, flattery and persuasion of the 
friends of kings who are in high office, and to 
whom business is intrusted,’’ ete. 

Ver. 6. Wicked (A. V., lewd) disposition. 
Cf. Rom. i. 29, where the same Greek word, kako- 
AGeta, is found, and rendered in the A. V. ‘‘ malig- 
nity.” See also 3 Mace. i. 22, vil. 85 J0s,, 
Antig., xvi. 8, 1; Polyb., v. 50, 5; Xen., Ven., 
xiii. 16. The etymological idea is, something evil 
in manners (780s). 

Ver. 7. The text appears to be corrupt. If 
&s (XL, dv) wapedéxauer is to stand, the A. V. 
(“as we have declared”) is correct. Fritzsche 
conjectures that the reading originally was ay 
mapédwxay. Grotius renders: “ Jd scire licet non 
modo ex veteribus historiis quas traditas accep- 
imus;” and adds: “ Solent enim Greci formare 
passiva etiam €0 sensu quem activa cum dativo ha- 
bent.’ Further, we should expect to find écov to 
correspond to the previous 0d rocovrov. This 
was probably the original form of the text. In 
his Commentary Fritzsche adopts écov ta mapa 
for 8ca éor) mapd, but does not receive it into his 
more recent edition of the text. Cod. X. reads 
(from the first hand): ocov cori mapa uepos vuiy 
ex(nrovy ; but a corrector has changed all except 
the first word. — Tj ray avatla Suvacrevdytwy Aor- 
pérntt. Unless avatids is to be substituted for 
évatla (X. 93b., %fiq), for which there is but little 
support in the MSS. (248.), the latter word should 
have a different position either before ray or after 
duvacrevévta@y, and the translation of the A. V. 
be changed to read: through the unworthy plague 
of those in authority, or as above. The word Aor 
pérns is found nowhere else in Biblical Greek ; 
but cf. Sophocles’s Lex., ad voc. 

Ver. 8. Fritzsche would insert od before xpd- 
pevot, which is the reading of text B., which also 
adds tats diaBodais. Cf. Text. Notes. So also 
Michaelis: “Give no attention to slanders.” And 
Josephus: “So that it is not fit to attend any 
longer to calumnies and accusations.” The Old 
Latin has: Non utentes varietatibus. 

Ver. 9. Tats &drndelas. Cf. 2 Mace. iii. 9, Vil. 
6; év dAnbela, Matt. xxii. 16, 2 Cor. vii. 14; év 
dAnbelas, Mark xii. 14, 32, Luke xx. 21. — Aiya. 
Like Lat. sanguis, blood relationship, kin. Cf. 
Hom., Od., viii. 583 f. ; Cremer’s Lezx., ad voc. 

Ver. 10. Sitting next to any one was equiva- 
lent to sitting with him. 

Ver. 11. And life, rvetua. The word is often 
used in the classics in a physiological, but not in 
a psychological sense. Cf. 2 Mace. vii. 22, 23; 
Cremer’s Ler., ad voc.; and Trench, N. T. Syn., 
Pt. 2, p. 116 ff. 

Ver. 12. Me0d8wv. As plural, deceits, artifices. 
Cf. 2 Mace. xiii. 18; Eph. iv. 14, vi. 11. 

Ver. 13. ‘Huas éphuovs. Naturally some such 
word as ¢fAwy is to be supplied. Fritzsche calls 
attention to the fact that at the time when this 
book purports to have been written the Mace- 
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donian kingdom was of little significance, and 
that consequently the writer is guilty of an an- 
achronism. Indeed, the passage seems to show 
that the author of the Additions lived at a period 
subsequent to the transfer of the Persian king- 
dom to the Macedonians. The explanation that 
nothing more is here meant than a change of 
dynasty, is excluded by the words, «is robs Mare- 
Sévas. Cf. Rawlinson, Ancient Mon., iii., chap. vii. 

Ver. 14. Ov’ kaxotpyous, no evil-doers. For 
remarks on the force of this negative with parti- 
ciples and adjectives, see Winer, p. 485. It nega- 
tives without qualification, and hence is especially 
found with predicates relating to definite persons. 
—Children ....of God. See Wisd. ii. 18. 
In text B. God is called the “alone” and “ true” 
God. — Arranged the kingdom. The Greek is 
roo KarevOivovtos huiv.... Thy Bactrelay. In 
the margin, the A. V. renders the participle by 
“prospered.” At Add. ii. 4, we have the same 
verb rendered in the A. V. by “ go forward” 
(marg., “be settled”). It means, as the etymol- 
ogy shows (1), to make straight, set right ; then 
(2), as intransitive, to go straight for, or, meta- 
phorically, to go right. 

Ver.15. Here, also, is an evident anachronism. 
Cf the following verse, and Esth. iv. 19. The 
word ravoirla is somewhat rare, though used once 
by Philo. The dative, employed adverbially, is 
more frequent. Josephus has pera rhs ryeveas. 
Cf. Herod., vii. 39, viii. 106; and the LXX. at 
Gen. 1. 22. It was a Persian “custom to visit, not 
only the guilty person, but also his whole family, 
with punishments. Cf. Dan. vi. 24. 

Ver. 16. The connection of thought is made 
very loose by the employment of exdévres. Text 
B. ‘substitutes éexreOf7o. — The thirteenth day. 
Cf., above, ii. 6. 

Ver. 18. ’Ev rots érwvipors bua éoprats. Au- 
thorities differ with respect to the meaning of 
this phrase. Grotius, with whom Fritzsche agrees, 
says: “ Puto scriptum fuisse olim év Tats érwvipmors 
kXhpev Eoptais, id est, in festo quod a fortibus Purim 
nominatur.? So also Bunsen’s Bibelwerk: “ At 
your Purim feast.” — I, with Fritzsche, iuiv be 
read instead of ftv, which should scarcely be the 
case (see authorities), it would follow that the 
edict was not meant for the whole Persian em- 
pire. But, even with such a concession, the entire 
production shows the hand of a Jewish writer 
who was not sagacious enough to conform his 
work to the natural requirements of subject and 
circumstances. — There may be safety. While 
the common rule —“ The subject of a proposi- 
tion may be known from its having the article ” 
—is not always safe to follow, still the corre- 
spondence apparently required in the two parts of 
the present verse would seem to leave but little 
room for doubt in this case. Hence the transla- 
tion given above. 

Ver. 19. ‘Od@arpopavas. This word as ad- 
verb appears for the most part only in the LXX. 
and other Greek translations of the Scriptures. 
See the LXX. at Esth. viii. 13, and the version of 
Symmachus at Is. lii. 8. Cf., also, Sophocles’ 
Lex., ad voc. 
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Appition VII. (found in the Greek as conclusion for the entire book). 


1,2 Awnp! Mardocheus said: God hath done these things. For I recalled the vis- 
ion * which I saw concerning these matters. For * nothing thereof hath failed. The * 
little fountain which ® became a river, and there was light and sun and much water: 
the ° river is Esther, whom the king married, and made queen ; and the two dragons 
are land Aman. And the nations: those’ that were assembled to destroy the 
name of the Jews. And my nation, — that is Israel,* which cried to God and 
were saved. And® the Lord saved” his people; and the Lord delivered # us from 
all these * evils. And God wrought the signs’ and the great * wonders which 
had not taken place before among the nations. Therefore he made two lots, one 
for the people of God, and another for all the nations. And these two lots came 
at [or, And the two came at the lot and at] the hour, and time and day of judg- 
ment, before God among all nations.’* And?” God remembered his people, and 
justified his inheritance. And ** those days shall be unto them in the month Adar, 
the fourteenth and fifteenth ™ of the same * month, with an assembly and joy and 
with gladness before God from generation to generation * forever, among his peo- 
-* * ple Israel.” 
In the fourth year of the reign of Ptolemeus * and Cleopatra, Dositheus, who 
said he was a priest and Levite, and Ptolemus * his son, brought the present * epis- 
tle of Phrure, which they said it was,”* and that Lysimachus, son of Ptolemzus,”" 


S Ory co 


oo aon 


that was in [or, who were of *] Jerusalem, had translated ™ it. 


Vers. 1-5. —1A. V.: Then. 
omitted by 19. 98a.; 19. 68. 98a., read éuvjcde). 
those. 

Vers. 6-8.—8 A. V.: 
saved. il hath delivered. 2 those (Gr., rovTwv), 
done among the Gentiles. Therefore hath... . Gentiles. 


Sand. 


is this Israel (the last word has the article in ITT. 52. 64. 68. 248. Co. Ald.). 
18 hath wrought signs. 


? remember a dream (lit., concerning the vision, rept tod évurviov; see Com. ; mepi is 


4A. 5 omits which. Sthesun.... this. 7 were 
9 for. 10 hath 
14 and great. 1 have not been 


16 This verse is not in the text of IT., but supplied in the 


margin. For xAjpor obtos eis II. III. X. 930. 108a. read kat KAjpov Kal eis (cf. alternative rendering). See Com. 


Vers. 9, 10.—17 A. V.: So. 18 Therefore. 


19 fifteenth day. (These words are added by another hand in X.) 


20 Fritzsche receives atrod before wnvés from X. XI. 19. 44. 64. 68. 71. 98d. 10Sa. 249. and others with Co. and Ald. This 


is also the reading of II. 


meus, 24 Ptolemeus. 25 this. 


21 according to the generations. 
26 Phurim .... was the same. 
XI. and others (viz. 64. 68. 71. 243. Ald.) according to Frizsche read trav év ‘Iep. So also II. 


22 omits Israel (so 52. 64. 68. 248. Co. Ald.). 23 Ptole- 
27 Ptolemeus. 28 For tov év ‘Iep. IIT. X. 
29 A. V.: interpreted. 


AppItTI0N VII. (in the A. V. vers. 4-13 of chap. x., and ver. 1 of chap. xi.). 


Ver. 2. "Euvho@ny yap rept, ete. 


? 


This verb, in| 5, 560, 563; and Fritzsche, Ad Rom. Epist., iii. 


the sense here used, is usually followed by the | 270 f. 


genitive or accusative directly. Fritzsche thinks 
that mepf is employed in such a case only here, 
and that possibly it is a corruption. Adyos, like 
pijua, is sometimes used for the thing spoken of, 
the subject of the Adyos. 

Ver. 3. The Vulgate translates: “ Ht in lucem 
solemque conversus est, et in aquas plurimas re- 
dundavit.” é 

Ver. 5. The thought is naturally compressed 
and abrupt; and it does not seem necessary to 
supply anything, as suggested by Michaelis, and 
as is done in the A. V. Moreover, this unneces- 
sary commentary of Mardocheus on his foolish 
dream, characterizes the low literary as well as 
moral plane on which the whole composition 
moves. 

Ver. 6. Ta onucia, kad r& répara. These two 
substantives are often found in connection in the 
New Testament (cf. John iv. 48; Acts ii. 22, iv. 
30; 2 Cor. xii. 12), and still more frequently in 
the LXX. The latter word indicates the mira- 
cle as a startling prodigy, much like the Latin 
monstrum, while in the former the ethical pur- 
pose comes more into view. Cf. Trench, WN. 7. 
Syn., Pt. ii, p. 189 ff; Stud. u. Kritik, 1846, 





Ver. 7. The explanation given goés beyond 
the substance of the vision as recorded in Addi- 
tion i. 

Ver. 8. The kal before maa: rots vec: is ep- 
exegetical. Fritzsche conjectures, however, that 
T@ Aag avtod may have originally stood before it. 
The preposition eis, as referring to time, marks a 
term or limit. It is omitted by 44. 106. Co. be- 
fore quépav. Cf. Acts xiii. 42; Phil.4. 10, ii. 16; 
2 Pet. iii. 7, Codd. 44. 55. 108a. and others, with Co. 
Ald., supply év before waor; 248. 249. omit kal, 

Ver. 9. Justified, eSicalwoe. The principal 
meaning of this word is fo settle, adjudge the right. 
In ecclesiastical Greek it was often used of the 
decrees of councils. Cf. Cremer’s and Sophocles’ 
Lexicons, ad voc. 


Ver. 10. Cf. 2 Mace. xv. 36.— Tay opovpal. 
This is incorrectly given for DXTAD. Text B. 
has oupdla (X., ppovp{u), and Josephus poupalovs. 
The epithet “epistle” seems to be used as a 
designation for the entire book (cf. Esth. ix. 20), 
i.e. the translation of the Book of Esther, with 


or without the Additions. See remarks in Intro- 
duction, 


ADDITIONS TO ESTHER? 





AppiTIon I. 


1__ In the second year of the reign of Asuerus the Great, on the first day of the month 
2 Adar-Nisan, that is Dystrus-Xanthicus,? Mardocheus, the son of Jairus, the son of 
3, 4 Semeias, the son of Kiswas, of the tribe of Benjamin, saw a vision. He was a great 
man, [and] of the captivity which Nabuchodonosor the king of Babylon carried captive 
with Jechonias the king of Judea. And this was the vision: — 
5 And lo! a voice and noise of a tumult, thunderings and earthquake, confusion upon the 
6, 7 earth. And lo! two dragons, and both came forward to fight. And their cry arose, 
8 and all things were moved by reason of the noise of this cry. Against all the peoples 
there witnessed * a day of darkness and gloom,‘ and confusion of battle ; and every nation 
9 made ready to fight. And we called upon the Lord by reason of the noise of their cry.® 
10, 11 And there arose from a little fountain much waier, a great river. Light, the sun 
12 rose up, and the rivers were swollen and engulphed those of high repute. And Mar- 
docheus, on rising from his sleep, pondered anxiously what his vision might mean, and 
13 what the Mighty One was making ready todo. And he hid his vision in his heart and 
at every opportunity was studying it out, until the day on which Mardocheus slept in the 
14 court of the king with Astagus and Thedeutus, the two eunuchs of the king. And he 
heard their words, and their calumnies : how they were planning to lay hands on Asuerus 
to put him to death, And having well considered it,6 Mardocheus reported concerning 
15 them. And the king examined the two eunuchs and found the words of Mardocheus 
16 [true]. And the eunuchs having made confession were executed. And Asuerus the 
king made a record of these matters; and Mardocheus’ name was recorded in the book 
17 of the king for the sake of recalling to mind these things. And the king gave an order 
concerning Mardocheus that he was to serve in the court of the king and to have an eye 
18 on every door.? And he made him presents because of these things. And Aman, a 
Macedonian, son of Amadathus, stood before the king.6 And Aman sought to do evil 
to Mardochezus and all his people on account of his having spoken to the king about the 
eunuchs, because that they had been put to death. 


AppITIOoN II. 


1 Awnp he gave his signature to the subjoined edict: I, the great king Artaxerxes, write 
as follows to the rulers and governors of a hundred and twenty-seven lands from India 
2 unto Ethiopia. Although I became ruler of many nations and master of all the world, I 
had no wish to exalt myself in the over-confidence of authority, but always to carry myself 
very indulgently and with mildness so as to establish for all time peaceful lives for my 
subjects, and, while rendering the kingdom habitable and traversable to the frontiers, 
3 to renew the peace desired of all men. But when I inquired of the councillors how 
this was to be brought to pass, Aman, who had distinguished himself with us by pru- 
dence, an unchangeable good-will and steadfast fidelity, and had won the second rank 
4 in the kingdom, informed us, that among all the races® throughout the world there was 
1 I give here a translation of the Additions according to the text found in Codd. 19. 93a. 108). and published in 


itzsche’s Libri Apocryphi V. T. Of. ibid. Preefat., p. xii., and my Introd. to the Additions under ‘‘ Text.” 
ke thinks this peculiar name may have been applied to the month which was sometimes intercalated at the 
close of the Jewish year. Of. Jos., Antig., I. 11, §§ 6, 18. ’ ! é “na 

8 Maprupouevn. Cf. Judith vii. 28. Fritzsche conjectures that the word was originally émepxouévy, or some similar 
word. 
4 Cf. Joel ii. 2. 
5 Lit., cry of their noise. Cf.ver.7. ? : 
6 Fritzsche would prefer to render: ‘‘ Since M., however, was well-intentioned.” 2 . 
1 Kai racav Supa éxpavas typeiv. For émupavas others suggest aopadds (Fritzsche) and émpedas ( Kreyssig). 
8 The text is corrupt (Kal éSwKev avT@ wept ToUTwY Away’ A. Max. kata mpogwrov tov BagtAéws), and I have rendered 
according to a natural conjecture of Fritzsche. 

9 @vAais, but here clearly used in a wider sense. 
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mixed up as strangers a certain malevolent people, on the one hand, by their customs * 
opposing themselves to every nation, and, on the other hand, persistently disregarding the 
commandments of kings, so that the kingdom never reaches a stable condition. On con- 
sidering now, that this nation, quite alone, stands in a hostile attitude towards every 
human being by reason of the strange perversity of their customs, and is ill-disposed 
towards our commands, always bringing to pass the worst evils, so that the government 
administered by us can never be firmly established: we have therefore ordered you to 
destroy those indicated to you in the letters of Aman— who is set over affairs and is 
our second father —root and branch,? with wives and children, by the sword of their 
enemies, without any pity or sparing, on the fourteenth day of the twelfth month, that is 
the month Adar, which is Dystrus — to kill all the Jews and make a spoil of their chil- 
dren, in order that those who of old have been disaffected, and are so still, in one day 
aa go together into Hades, and thereafter keep quiet, and not give us trouble to the- 
ast. 


AppiTion III. 


2 Anp he prayed to the Lord, being mindful of his works, and said : O Lord Almighty, 

in whose power are all things and whom none could resist shouldest thou choose to save 
the house of Israel; for thou madest the heaven and the earth, and every wonderful thing 
5 under heaven.2 And thou art Lord of all. For thou knowest all things, and the race of 
Israel thou knowest, and that I acted not in insolence nor love of glory in not bowing 
down to the uncircumcised Aman; since, for Israel’s sake, I would gladly have kissed the 
soles of his feet. But I did it that I might set none before thy glory, O Lord; and I will 
bow down to none except to thee, the true Lord ; yea, I will not do it in temptation. And 
now, O Lord, who didst make a covenant with Abraham, spare thy people; for they lay 
hands on us for our destruction, and they set their heart to blot out and destroy thy 
inheritance from the beginning. Do not overlook thy portion which thou didst redeem 
out of the land of Egypt. Hear our prayer and be merciful unto thy inheritance, and 
turn our sorrow into gladness, that, living, we may praise thee; yea, destroy not the 
mouth of them that praise thee, O Lord. 


AppitTion IY. 


2 Awnp Esther, the queen, seized with mortal agony, fled to the Lord. And she put off 
the garments of her glory and every token of her public position,* and put on anguish 
and grief ; .and instead of proud ointments she covered her head with ashes and dung; 
and she humbled her body greatly, and every token of her adornment and delight on 
4 her braided hair she covered with humiliation. And she prayed to the Lord and said : 
O Lord, King, thou art the only helper! Help me, who am brought low and have no 
other helper except thee; for my life is in my hand. But I have heard from the book 
of my fathers ® that thou didst redeem Israel from all the heathen, and their fathers from 
all their ancestors, bestowing upon them — Israel ®— an everlasting inheritance; and 
thou didst do for them what thou didst promise them, and didst provide what they asked 
for. We have sinned against thee, and thou didst deliver us into the hands of our 
enemies because’ we did honor to their gods. Thou art just, O Lord. And now, they 
were not satisfied with the bitterness of our soul; but they have stricken hands with their 
idols to establish § the decree of their mouth, to destroy thy inheritance, and stop the mouth 
of them that praise thee, and quench the glory of thy house and of thy altar, and to open 
the mouth of the enemy unto the excellences of idols, and to cause a kine of flesh to 
be admired for ever. Do not now, O Lord, deliver up thy sceptre to them that hate 
thee, thy enemies, and let them not rejoice over our fall. Turn their plots against them- 
selves, and make an example of him who has made a beginning for evil against us. 
Manifest thyself to us, O Lord, and make thyself known to us in the time of our afflic- 
tion, and break us not in pieces. Give me eloquent speech in my mouth, and make my 
words pleasing before the lion, and turn about his heart into hatred of him that warreth 
against us, that there may be a full end of him and of those who are his like. But rescue 
us by thy mighty hand and help us. For thou hast knowledge of all things, and knowest 


Nowous, The general conduct of their lives is doubtless referred to. Cf. Add. vi. 14. 
Lit., from the root. 

Lit., in the [land] under heaven. 

Enpavetas. The phrase refers to the clothing and ornamentation she wore as queen, 
Lit., 1 heard my fathers’ book. 

Fritzsche would strike out this word. It is a probable gloss. 

Ei. If we did it, 7. e., whenever we did it. 


I adopt the suggestion of Fritzsche that c7joat should be substituted for éédpar. Cf. text A. in the corresponding 


passage. 


: 
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that I abhor the bed of an uncircumcised person, and hate the glory of a heathen} and 

13 of every alien. Thou, Lord, knowest my necessity, that I abhor the token of pride which 
is upon my head, and that I wear it not save on the day when I appear in public, yea, 

14 abhor it as a rag of her that sitteth apart. And thy servant did not eat at their tables 
along with them; and I honored not the king’s feasts, and drank not the wine of libation. 

15, 16 And thy servant rejoiced not in my days of exaltation,? except in thee, O Lord. And 
now, thou who art mighty over all, give ear to the cry of the despairing, and rescue us 
from the hand of them who do evil against us, and deliver me, O Lord, out of the hand 
of my fear. 


ADDITION V. 


AND it came to pass on the third day as Esther ceased praying, she took off the garments 
of her worship, and put on the garments of her glory. And on making her appearance 
she called on God, who knows and saves all, took along with her two maids of honor, and 
while she supported herself on the first, as one delicately nurtured, the second followed 
after and bore up her train. And she blushed in the flower of her beauty, and her face 
was like that of one who awakens love,® but her heart was in anguish from fear. And 
having passed through all the doors, she stood before the king. And the king sat upon 
his royal throne, and had on all his robes of state ; he was all in gold; and precious 

7 stones were upon him, and he was very dreadful. And lifting his face ablaze with glory 

he looked upon her like a bull in the height of his rage. And the queen was terrified, and 

her face was changed from faintness; and she bowed herself upon the head of the maid 
8 that went before her. And God changed the spirit of the king, and turned his rage to 

mildness. And in anxiety the king leaped down from his throne, and took her in his 
9 arms. And he comforted her and said, What is it, Esther? Iam thy brother. Take 
10 heart—thou shalt not die ; for our business is mutual, and the threatening was not for 
11 thee. Behold the sceptre is in thy hand. And lifting up the sceptre he laid it on her 
12 neck and caressed her, and said, Tell it tome. And she said to him, I saw thee as an 
13 angel of God, and my heart was melted by the glory of thy rage, my lord. And her face 
was covered with* sweat. And the king was moved, and all his attendants, and they 
comforted her. 


we 


a 


ADDITION VI. 


1 Awnp he wrote the subjoined edict. The great king Asuerus to the rulers and governors 
of the hundred and twenty-seven lands from India to Ethiopia, who mind our affairs, 
greeting. Many, the more they are honored by the exceeding kindness of their bene- 
factors, the more ambitious have they become, and seek not simply to do harm to our 
subjects — they also, unable to bear their fullness, even undertake to plot against their 
own benefactors, and not only take away thankfulness from among men, but also unite 
in® the boastful words of those unused to suffering, imagining that they will escape the 
evil-hating retribution of a just Judge, who has power over all things. Many times, being 
put over oilices to manage the affairs of friends who confide in them, they have raised to 
authority those who have caused the shedding of innocent blood and encompassed them 
with remediless evils, they having beguiled through their deceit and faithlessness the 
pure good-will of their sovereigns. But one may see from what the histories have handed 
down to us, and even by observing what lies at our feet, the necessity, for the future, of 
giving due heed to the cruelty of those having power, and of rendering the kingdom 
tranquil for all the nations, by making no use of calumnies, but by dealing fairly by what- 
9 ever comes under our eye. For Aman, son of Amadathus, a Bugean, having been 
10 entertained by us as a stranger —in fact, a stranger to the spirit of the Persians, and 

widely at variance with our kindness —to such an extent won the good-will which we 

show to every nation, as to be publicly proclaimed our father, and to be honored with 
11 homage by all, and to win the second place on the royal throne. But not bearing his 

elevation he set his heart on taking away our kingdom and life, while appointing to 
12 destruction, through wily plots, our perpetual deliverer, Mardochzus, and Esther his ® 
13 blameless partner of the kingdom, with their whole. nation, For by these means he 

thought to alienate from us the dominion of the Persians, so as to transfer it to the 
14 Macedonians. Now we find that the Jews given up to you by this threefold wicked 
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1 *Aydpov, i. €., one not yielding himself to the precepts of the Mosaic Code. 
2 Lit., change, transfer. ; ; 
3 ‘Os mpooptAés, usually, beloved, or kindly affectioned. _ ; is Ss aa 
4 Mérpov. Fritzsche would change to peoror, and striking out the previous em write jv in its place. : 
5 TlapeAdovres, coming alongside of, Vritasche suspects a failure in transcription, and would substitute émap0évres of 
xt A. or mpooeA@ortes. : 
ir Tovrov. . It should be stricken out, or made to agree with Bacthcias. Cf. text A 
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wretch are not evil doers, but regulate their lives in accordanee with the most righteous 
customs,! and also that they are sons of the only and true God, who until now has ar- 
15 ranged our kingdom in the most excellent order. You will do well, therefore, not to take 
notice of the letters sent out to you by Aman, because of the crucifixion before the gates 
16 of Susa of the very one who wrought such things, there having been paid back to him the 
quite deserved retribution of the Judge, who always’sees to the bottom of all things. And 
post up the copy of this edict in every place, — also, to let the Jews observe their own 
customs and to defend them, in order that they may ward off those who in the day of 
18 their affliction set upon them. And it has been decided by the Jews throughout the king- 
dom to keep the fourteenth day of the month, that is Adar, and to celebrate by a festival 
the fifteenth, because in them the Almighty wrought for them deliverance and joy, and 
that now and hereafter [it may be a memorial of] deliverance to the well-doing Persians, 
19 but a memorial of destruction for them who lay plots. And whatever city, or country, will 
not do according to these things shall be destroyed wrathfully with fire and sword,* and be 
impassable not only for men, but shall be made unfit ® also for beasts and flying fowl. 


Appition VII. 


1, 2 Anp Mardocheeus said, These things took place from God. For he recalled the vision 
3, 4 which he saw, and it was fulfilled, and he said: The little fountain is Esther; and the 
5 two dragons are land Aman. The river is the nations * that were assembled to destroy 
6 the Jews. The sun and light which appeared to the Jews are a manifestation of God. 
This was the judgment. And God did these signs and wonders as they had not taken 
7 place before ® among the nations. And he made two lots: one for the people of God 
8 and one for the nations. And these two lots. fell out at the hour, according to the time 
9 and on the day of the rule of the Eternal, among all the nations. And God remembered 
his people and justified his inheritance. And all the people cried out with a loud voice 
and said, Blessed art thou, O Lord, who wast mindful of thy covenants with our fathers. 
10 Amen. And these days shall be to them in the month Adar, on the fourteenth and_the 
fifteenth day of the month, with the assembly, and with joy and gladness before God, 
from generation to generation forever among his people, Israel. Amen. 


1 Néuos. Of. ii. 4, with note. 

2 Lit., spear and fire. 

8 ’"Egrafjoerat, which Fritzsche would write for exrafjoerat of the MSS. 
4 Contra, i. 10. 

5 Lit., which had not taken place. 


THE BOOK OF WISDOM. 


INTRODUCTION. 


THE name which the present book bore in the earliest times was The Wisdom of Solo- 
mon, Xopia Sadrwudy, or Sodla Yodoudyros, various forms being given to the latter word. 
Codex Alexandrinus and Ephraemi Syri, for instance, have Zop:a Sorouwyros; the Sinaitic 
Codex, Sopia Sadouevros; the Vatican MS. (II.), Zopia Sarwuwvos. As long as Solomon 
continued to be looked upon as the author, this designation was the prevalent one. After 
the time of Jerome, who, specially influenced by its Greek title and style (‘‘ Et ipse stylus 
Grecam eloquentiam redolet.’’ Preef. ll. Sol.), pronounced the work pseudepigraphal, it 
took the name of The Book of Wisdom, which title passed over into the Vulgate and the 
different versions that from time to time were made from it. In some exceptional instances, 
as by Athanasius and Epiphanius, it was called, like Ecclesiasticus, Mavdperos Zopta, which 
fact naturally gave rise to some confusion. It was also called 7 Sopia simply. 


Contents. 


This book opens (i. 1-5) with an admonition directed to the rulers of the earth to love and 
practice righteousness; for only thus could they become possessors of true wisdom, which 
proceeds from God, and unites itself alone with pure and uncorrupted souls. It then pro- 
ceeds to speak of wisdom in general : the first five chapters being devoted to a recommenda- 
tion of it as the only way of securing a blessed immortality; chapters vi—ix. treating of it in 
its nature and results; and chapters x.-xix. showing its benefits particularly as illustrated in 
the early Israelitish history. 

‘¢ As in the older literature touching wisdom, so here, the idea divides itself into two parts: 
the objective or divine, and the subjective or human, wisdom. Human wisdom is either 
theoretical or practical. As theoretical, it includes all human wisdom, all branches of human 
learning, — insight into the coherence of the structure of the universe, chronology, physics, 
astronomy, zodlogy, pneumatology, psychology, botany, pharmacy (vii. 17-21), history, art, 
the making of apothegms and parables and their interpretation, as well as riddles and their 
solutions (viii. 8), the gift of prophecy; in one word, it knows the seen and the unseen (vii. 
21) as 7&7 dvrwy yaors aevdhs (vii. 17). As practical, it includes within itself insight into 
the external relations of life, the weighing and using of them to one’s own advantage (vii. 
16; viii. 6; 18), as also skill in preparing works of art (xiv. 2) ; while in moral and religious 
respects it comprehends the knowledge of God and the supernatural world (i. 2 ff., ix. 17; x. 
16, cf. ii. 13), perception of the divine will (ix. 13, 17f.), and its holy counsels in the leading 
of single, pious persons (ii. 22; x. 1-15), as of the entire sacred folk (x. 15 f., xi. 1 ff.; xvi—- 
xix.). It also embraces a way of thinking and acting corresponding to this knowledge, and 
so is represented as source and essence of the four cardinal virtues (viii. 7) enlarged to the 
general ideas of religiousness, piety, and virtue (vi. 17; viii. 7; ix. 11 f.), while odgos (iv. 17) 
is made to alternate with d/caos (iv. 7, 16) in the representative ideal character. According 
to which view, the notion of human wisdom is so comprehensive that we may apply to it 
without hesitation the definition of the Stoics adopted in 4 Macc. (i. 16) : yr@ors belo Kal 
avOpwrlvwv mpayudrov Kal rev roUTw@Y aiTiav. . . « But human wisdom has its ground and source 
in the divine, original wisdom (Prov. ii. 6; Ecclus. i. 1), in that the spirit of divine wisdom 
pervades all pure, finite spirits (vii. 23); hence while in Proverbs (iii. 13-20; viii.) the 
recommendation of human wisdom sometimes runs into enthusiastic praise of the divine, in 
our book the idea of human and divine wisdom are not seldom intermingled (cf. vii. 12} viii. 
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6). As human wisdom is nothing else than the substance of all the higher intellectual and 
‘moral qualities of man, so in the conception of the divine wisdom concentre all perfections 
of God which in his relation to the world — in its creation, preservation, and government — 
he brought into operation and still employs. It is the intelligent might and activity of God, an 
emanation from Him, in which the divine being is reflected without admixture, according to 
his efficiency and goodness (vii. 25f.), and is furnished with divine attributes (vii. 22 f.)5 it 
is most intimately related to God (viii. 3), was at his side in the creation of the world as 
artificer of all (vii. 21; viii. 6; ix. 9), extends itself throughout _the universe (vii. 27), 
imparting to it firmness and support (i. 7), and is universal ruler (viii. 1); it is initiated into 
the divine thought, and by its means God forms his plans; and so it is the principle by which 
the Almighty creates and rules both in the physical and moral world. . sae It glorifies itself 
in the guidance of the good, especially of the Israelitish people, as a pious people (%. xii. 5 
xvi—xviii.), and in this respect is one with Providence. As might and efficiency of God in 
the physical and moral world, it is identical with the Spirit of God (i. 4 f. 7, vil. 7, 22; ix. 
17; xii. 1).”’ See Grimm, Hinleit., pp. 3, 4. 


Unity and Integrity. 

Until within little more than a hundred years, no one had ever raised a question concern- 
ing the unity of the Book of Wisdom. The first to do so was Houbigant, a priest of the 
oratory (Prolegomena in Scripturan, ii. 160 ff., and Note Critice, pp. 216, 221), who divided 
it into two parts, — the first ending with the ninth chapter, which he maintained had been 
originally written in Hebrew, with Solomon for its author; while the second part, including 
the remainder of the book, was supposed to have been composed by some later Jewish writer, 
possibly the translator of the first part. Subsequently Eichhorn (Einleit. in die Apok. 
Schrift., pp. 142-148) likewise advocated the opinion that the book was composed of two dis- 
tinct parts, but (unlike Houbigant) held that the point of division was at the close of the second 
verse of the eleventh chapter. His reasons were: (1) that, from this point in the eleventh 
chapter onwards, Solomon was no longer represented as speaking, and wisdom no more praised 
and recommended; (2) that the second portion was directed against idolatry, to which Solo- 
mon in his later life had been addicted, and hence it was out of harmony with the first; 
(3) that the latter part also differed from the first in ideas and style; and (4) that the frag- 
mentary character of the latter part, especially at its close, could be thus better explained. 

Bertholdt, moreover (Hinleit., p. 2261), came to the support of these arguments of Eichhorn, 
but with the modification that they did not prove that the book was to be divided at xi. 2, 
but at the close of the twelfth chapter. Bretschneider (De Libri Sapientie, part. pri.), on the 
other hand, divided the book into four parts: of which i.—vi. 8 was held to be a fragment of 
a greater apologetic work, which had been written in Hebrew at the time of Antiochus 
Epiphanes; vi. 9-x. 21 was the product of a cultivated Jew living at the time of Christ; 
while xii. 1 to the end was the composition of an ordinary, less cultivated Jew, living also at 
the beginning of the Christian era, who, moreover, in order to give a semblance of unity to 
the other parts, inserted chapter xi. to bind them together. Finally, Nachtigal saw in the 
book a sort of anthology of various compositions on wisdom, having, as he reckoned, not 
less than seventy-nine different authors. 

Without attempting to notice, in detail, each of these theories, it will be sufficient to give 
the positive grounds on which the opinion that our work is one unbroken composition can be 
properly and confidently based. (1.) It is not made up of heterogeneous materials, which 
only with difficulty can be brought into connection with one another, but of similar matter 
on one unvarying subject, naturally and closely connected both in tendency and form, and 
making together a well-ordered whole. There is no one of the many separate sections into 
which it may be divided in which the way is not prepared for saying what is subsequently 
said, and the following thought, as it were, foreshadowed. Cf., for instance, ii. 24, last 
clause; iv. 20; ix. 18. The last case is the more remarkable because it is just here where 
Houbigant decided that the division must be made between the first and second parts, while 
the following kal ofrws clearly point to what had just gone before. Cf. also the preparatory 
thought at xii. 23-27, and the following ydp in xiii. 1, which Bertholdt seems to have over- 
looked in deciding for a division of the book at that place. The claim that the ostensible 
writer must be made alike prominent throughout the work, that there must be no new aspects 
— as, for instance, a historical in place of a more abstract and philosophical — under which 
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the one subject is to be presented, and that a composition must avoid all antitheses, — like 
speaking of skepticism and atheism on the one hand, and superstition and idolatry on the 
other, as over against true wisdom, in order to be free from the charge of .a lack of unity, 
cannot for a moment be admitted. (2.) The difference in the material treated in the several 
portions being duly considered, there is throughout the entire work a remarkable similarity 
in language and style, — a language and style, moreover, which are characteristic of it, 
consisting of compound nouns and adjectives, of examples of playing on words, assonance, 
and the like, especially certain favorite expressions of the author, all of which occur toa 
greater or less extent in every part of the book. This will fully appear in what is remarked 
under the following head. We would call attention here only to the parallelisms of the later 
chapters, in which respect they agree with the earlier (vi. 10-17, 22, 24; vii. 7-16; viii. 9- 
18; ix. 1 ff.; x. 18-21; xii. 12, 18; xiii. 1, 3, 18; xiv. 2, 12; xv.11; xvi. 28); and to the 
like frequent occurrence everywhere of 87: and ydp, —a fact denied by Bretschneider, — by 
means of which a thought is made dependent on what precedes (vi. 15-18; vii. 16, 22, 26, 
28-30; ix. 18-15 ; xi. 9, 12-143; xii. 11-13; xiv. 8-15; xv. 2-4). 

The integrity of the book has also been denied, but, generally speaking, only by those who 
have doubted its unity. Houbigant, for instance, affirmed that it contained weighty proph- 
ecies ; and, since no prophecy of the Old Testament had come down to us anonymously, 
declared that therefore there must have been, originally at least, a title to the book in which 
the name of the writer was given. But, in the first place, it is very little to say against the 
integrity of a book to affirm that it lacks a proper title; and, secondly, the grounds on which 
this affirmation is based in the present case are false. There are Old Testament writings — 
if not entire books, like the Proverbs — which are at least quast prophetic, and still have no 
title; the second Psalm, for example. Others—as Grotius, Calmet, Eichhorn, Hasse, and 
Heydenreich — have maintained that the work was incomplete at its close. The principal 
reason urged for this view has been that the illustrations from Israelitish history do not 
extend beyond the escape from Egypt, and a part of the period in the wilderness. But it 
may well be asked if this is not sufficient. The book has certainly an orderly conclusion in 
the words: ‘* For in all things, O Lord, thou didst magnify thy people, and glorify them, 
neither didst thou lightly regard them, but didst assist them in every place.’’ What had 
already been proved with respect to a part of the history is thus, in the way of summary,. 
declared to have been true of the whole. 

Grotius and Graetz have found here and there, as they think, traces of additions from 
Christian hands. The latter lays these supposed additions to the charge of copyists who 
have thereby sought to introduce their own doctrinal views. (Geschichte, iil. 443 ff.) The 
passages he mentions are ii. 24 ; iii. 13; iv. 1; xiv. 7.. Of these, two (iii. 13; iv. 1), could 
only by a great stretch of the imagination be supposed to have any reference to Christian 
doctrine, while of the remaining two, one (xiv. 7) evidently refers to Noah’s ark, and not, 
as it is supposed, to the cross, and the other (ii. 24), which represents that death came into 
the world through the envy of the devil, was also a Jewish, and not distinctively a Christian, 
doctrine. (Cf. Com., ad loc.) Hence we conclude that if the work be not entire, and in the 
main uncorrupted, exception can only be taken to minor deficiencies and the loss of a clause 
or two, here and there, as at i. 15; ii. 8. 


Language and Style. 


The entire book was, without doubt, originally written in the Greek language. The author 
was a Jew versed in the Old Testament Scriptures, and hence his composition contains, to 
some extent, Hebraistic expressions (cf., for instance, i. 1: GmrAdrns kapdlas; iv. 13, mAnpovv 
xpdvov; ix. 6, réAcwos ev viots; and ver. 9, Spector év dpOarpois Tivos), and a general Hebraistie 
coloring, particularly in the employment of parallelisms, and the quite general use of such 
connectives as Kal, 5¢, 3: rooro, yap, and dr. He was a Jew, as is clearly enough evinced by 
the fact that he illustrates wisdom only from Jewish history, and confines its possession to 
Jews. But along with this there is shown such a thorough knowledge of Greek, and such 
skill, versatility, and cleverness in its use, that his work ranks in this respect at the head of 
the apocryphal literature, 2 and 4 Maccabees being alone comparable with it. We nets 
usually indicated in the commentary below any marked peculiarities occurring 1n its language, 
and need not therefore here give more than a few examples of the abundant materials that are 
at command to prove its remarkable and interesting character. ‘The vocabulary is exceed- 
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ingly rich. The author, as we have already seen, betrays a peculiar liking for compoune 
words, particularly adjectives, like roAuxpémos, ii. 10; mpwrdmAacTos, Vil. 1; dpotomabhs, vii. 3; 
ddeAponrdvos, x. 33 Kaxdrexvos, xv. 4; SugdihynTOos, xvii. 1. His composition is much embel- 
lished, figurative, and rhetorical, sometimes even to the extent of fantastic exaggeration, in 
which respect he seems to have adopted the methods, while contesting the positions of his 
sophistical opponents who represented the atheistical philosophy of his time. (Cf£., for in- 
stance, his manner of representing the Egyptian plagues from chap. xii. on.) There are, 
however, some passages of great elegance and beauty. (Cf. ii. 1 f, v. 15 ff., and particularly 
the description of wisdom contained in chap. vii.) ; 

Numerous examples of a play upon words, paronomasia, onomatope@ia, and oxymoron, 
occur (as in the very first verse, aydrnoare — bpovicate— (nthoare; év ayabdrnti — év amddrntt; 
obs — Opous, i. 10; mapodedaw — ovvodedow, vi. 223 addAws — ap dvs, vii. 13; vocotons — évécouv, 
Xvii. 8; TyKTov — ctr nKTov, xix. 21). Sometimes the words are even counted off in order to 
give the thoughts every supposed advantage of art or cabalistie combination, as at vii. 22, 23, 
where the spirit that is in wisdom is characterized by just 3 x 7 predicates. (Cf., however, 
Bruch, p. 344.) There are also a multitude of instances where a purely Greek type of ex- 
pression has been adopted, to which no Hebrew original would have naturally led the way, 
and which certainly no translator would have been likely to make use of, at least to such an 
extent. (Cf. i. 11, peldec@ai twos; ii. 6, arodatew Tay dvTwY ayalGv; iv. 2, ayeva viKav; x. 12, 
dyava BpaBevew). The author employs, too, current philosophical terms of his time to give 
expression to philosophical ideas. (Cf. i. 4, év cdyari kardxpew Guaprias; li. 2, adrooxediws eyer- 
vnonuev; so iv. 12; vii. 22, mvevua voepdv; xi. 17, bAn Huopdos; xiv. 3, mpévoiw). For these rea- 
sons, taken in connection with the general structure and arrangement of the work, its light- 
ness of movement, its philosophical cast, its many marks of Hellenistic culture, of which we 
shall soon speak more fully, the theory of an ancient Hebrew original, or of any other orig- 
inal than Greek, is wholly excluded. In fact, it is a point which at the present day is 
scarcely called in question, which at no time has been thought to require any special defense 
on the part of critics, and would never have been raised had it not been for the false theory 
of authorship to which some have been led by the traditional title. The acquaintance that is 
shown by the writer with the LXX. in general (as at vi. 7; xi. 4; xii. 8; xvi. 22; xix. 21), 
adduced by some as confirming the view of a Greek original, has little bearing on the subject, 
since a translator might have been equally under the influence of this version. There are, 
however, a few passages (as ii. 11, cf. Is. iii. 10; and xv. 10, cf. Is. xliv. 20), which show that 
the Hebrew original could not well have been before the writer, as the thought in the Hebrew 
differs essentially from the LXX., and would not have been at all applicable as employed by 
him. 

Author, Time, and Place of Composition. 


From what has already been said, it is clear that Solomon could not have written the work 
before us. With all his wisdom, he could scarcely have been capable of writing in Greek, 
and that the later Greek, much less have made references to the LXX. before it was known, 
used philosophical terms which did not come into existence till some centuries after his death, 
or have made the historical allusions that are found at ii. 1-6, 8; xv. 4. In fact, no 
author is actually named in the book itself, although it is clearly enough intimated at ix. 7, 8 
(cf. vii. 1 ff.; vili. 10 ff.) that it is Solomon who speaks. In such an idealizing of’ the per- 
son and character of the wise king, the author adopted a well-known custom of his time. 
The value of a work was thought to be increased, and the importance of its teachings en- 
hanced by connecting it with the name of some distinguished person who was considered the 
best representative of the principles advocated. There may have been no original intention 
of deceiving in the present case. The author may have sought in this way simply to give his 
work a more dramatically interesting and weighty character than would have been possible 
if he had spoken only from and for himself. Such an idealizing of Solomon, especially as the 
highest representative of earthly wisdom, was no uncommon thing among the Jews, even at 
a comparatively early period. (Cf. Eccles., passim). There is, moreover, just as little ground, 
and for the same reason, for supposing with some others that Zerubbabel— through his 
restoration of the temple being recognized as a sort of second Solomon — was the author of 
the Book of Wisdom. Besides, the circumstances of the case do not admit of the theory of 
any such second Solomon. (Cf. viii. 14; ix. 1-12.) So, too, Augustine’s opinion (Doct. 
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Christ., ii. 8), which he afterwards himself retracted (Retract., ii. 4, 2), that the son of Sirach, 
the author of Ecclesiasticus, composed Wisdom also, is disproved by the totally dissimilar 
character of the two works in every respect except that of having a similar theme. 

The author was evidently a Jew, living at Alexandria, some time during the first two or 
three centuries before Christ. At this period, as is well known, learned Israelites gave their 
attention largely in that city, and elsewhere, where they came most in contact with Greek 
culture, but particularly there, to the study of philosophy, seeking to bring it into harmony 
with the Mosaic religion, and this tendency culminated in a distinct Jewish- Alexandrian 
system of the philosophy of religion, whose most distinguished representative was Philo. 
Definite and most pronounced traces of this Jewish-Alexandrian philosophical tendency are 
undeniably found in the Book of Wisdom, and it may be possible through them in connection 
with certain historical references that we find, to determine with a suflicient degree of defin- 
iteness the date of the composition. 

First, the abstract philosophical method of presenting truth which our author adopts offers 
one clear test for recognizing his Alexandrian training. No pure Hebrew, for example, un- 
influenced by the Greek philosophy, would ever have called God the “ Originator of beauty ” 
(kdAAous yeveordpxns, xiii. 3), or have applied to the Divine Providence the term mpévoi (xiv. 
3, xvii. 2; cf. also vii. 22, Aerrév, and zvevua voepdy). Such an one, moreover, would never 
have spoken of wisdom as a ‘‘ reflection of the eternal light’ (aratyacua pwrds aidiov), ‘ the 
unspotted mirror of the divine activity ’’ and the ‘‘ image of his goodness ’’ (cf. vii. 26). There 
might be mentioned, also, still further in the way of example, the wholly speculative manner 
in which the narrative of the brazen serpent is treated (xvi. 6 f.) and the grounds given for 
the condemnation of the heathen (xiii. 1 ff.). Just as little, in the next place, could any one 
but a cultivated Hellenist have appropriated to his use terms, expressions, and ideas that 
originated in the philosophical schools of the Greeks, and are still recognized as characteristic 
of them. We learn, for éxample, that ‘‘ the corruptible body presseth down the soul, and 
the earthly tabernacle weigheth down the mind”? (ix. 15), which idea is purely Platonic, at 
least in this extreme form of it. At another place (viii. 19; cf. vii. 1), as will appear from 
any just exegesis of the passage, the doctrine of the preéxistence of the soul is plainly recog- 
nized; at another, that the world was constructed from ‘‘ formless material’? (Aq auoppos, 
xi. 17), both of which notions are derived from the school of Plato. So, too, the cardinal. 
virtues are reptesented (viii. 7) as four, after the manner of Aristotle, and the image of 
Lethe is used for forgetfulness (xvi. 11), and the manna of the wilderness is represented as a 
sort of Jewish ambrosia (7évos duBpoclas tpopiis, xix. 21). 

It is, further, a thought in which a mild reproduction of the Stoical philosophy is easily 
recognizable, when our author speaks of wisdom as stretching itself from one end of the 
world to the other, and of the Spirit of God as filling the universe, and so as being a kind of 
‘¢soul of the world”? (cf. i. 7; vii. 24; viii. 1). At least, such a representation is quite 
unlike the purely Jewish, in that the personality of God is thereby much too little empha- 
sized. The epithets given to wisdom also, in a number of places, are at once seen to be tech- 
nical and of a sort that often appears in the philosophical writings of the Greeks. It is said 
(vii. 22 ff.) to have a mvevua voepdy, to be povoyevés, moAupepés, Aemrdy, evxlyntov, and to possess 
other characteristics to the number of twenty-one. In such a heaping up of adjectives, our 
author resembles Philo, without, however, going to the same extreme with him. The latter, 
in one instance, applies no less than a hundred and fifty different epithets to a person in order 
to characterize his licentiousness. (Cf. Langen, Judenthum, p. 31, note.) Moreover, the 
entire conception and handling of the idea of wisdom in the book is one that would have been 
impossible in the days of king Solomon, and if not in actual conflict with that presented in 
the Book of Proverbs, certainly shows in some important respects a considerable advance 
upon it, and approaches, to say the least, the hypostasizing of Philo in his Adyos évdidBeros 
and mpodopixés. In addition to these various reasons for predicating an Kgyptian and 
Alexandrian origin for our work, the local coloring appearing in the last part of it is also to 
be particularly noticed. Certain Egyptian forms of idolatry are clearly described (xv. 18), 
and the hatred that is manifested towards the Egyptians betrays itself as being against con- 
temporaries and those with whom intimate relations were sustained. On these grounds, 
therefore, we are forced to the conclusion that the Book of Wisdom came from the pen of A 
Hellenist living at Alexandria some time during the first three centuries before Christ, since 
only in Alexandria and its neighborhood at this period could any such combination of Biblical 
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teaching with Grecian philosophical speculations and the other external circumstances de- 
scribed have been historically possible. 

But may not the date be more definitely fixed? It has been said that the work represents 
Jewish-philosophical tendencies which culminated in Philo. Was not Philo himself its 
author? ‘This opinion has been entertained by not a few distinguished scholars, especially 
in the last century. Philo was once sent, with two other representatives of the Jewish com- 
munity at Alexandria, as commissioner to Rome, to make an appeal to the emperor Caligula 
respecting certain alleged grievances of his countrymen. The delegation was not well 
received, and it has been thought that this circumstance may have been the occasion for 
Philo’s writing the present book, But, while the work in some of its features might well fit 
in to this historical niche, there are certain other facts which make such a theory impossible. 
First, it would be at least very strange, if Philo were the author of the Book of Wisdom, that 
it is not mentioned in the apparently full list of Philo’s writings given by Eusebius (7. E., 
ii. 18) and by Jerome (Catal. Script. Eccl.), respectively. And in the next place, our book, 
while agreeing in some particulars with Philo’s philosophical views, in others differs from 
them most essentially, though, generally speaking, standing in the relation to them of a 
system imperfect and crude to one fully developed and complete. Our author appears more 
as one who had taken up current philosophical ideas and expressions for incidental use, with- 
out having thoroughly worked them over in the laboratory of hisown mind. He philosophizes, 
but without having any fixed philosophical system of his own. In Philo, for instance, we 
find Plato’s idea of the human constitution as threefold fully adopted; while the pseudo- 
Solomon never recognizes it, although he has good opportunity for doing so (ef. i. 1; viii. 
19 f.; ix. 15, wxh and voids; and xv. 11, Wuxhy evepyodoay and mvedua (wridy, with the remarks 
in the Commentary in connection with the last passage). Again, at ii. 24, it is said that 
death came into the world through the envy of the devil; while the doctrine of evil spirits 
was unknown in the school of Philo, and death was understood to be the necessary result of 
the union of soul and body. Indeed, one of Philo’s fundamental dogmas was that the body 
is the seat and source of evil,—a dogma which he brings out with great sharpness and 
clearness, and one which exerts a controlling influence on his whole speculative system, - 
while our author makes only a bare allusion to it, as though it were something to which he 
assented, but without understanding the full consequences of such assent (i. 4; viii. 19 f.). 
Further, at iii. 7, 18, if by the ‘‘ day of visitation ” spoken of, the judgment at the end of the 
world is meant, as many suppose, it would be an idea also quite foreign to the works of Philo. 
But a chief objection to the theory of such an authorship for the Book of Wisdom ‘is that, 
while wisdom is its principal theme, this copfa is nowhere represented as sustaining such a rela- 
tion to the Adyos as is everywhere made prominent in Philo. With him they were, in fact, 
identical, and represented a personal being. How, then, would it have been possible for him 
to have kept this thought out of sight (as at ix. 1, 2; xvi. 12; xviii. 15), if he had been the 
author of the present book? It is to be admitted that the idea of cop/a as presented in the 
Book of Wisdom bears a striking resemblance to that of the Adyos in Philo; but it is used in 
a far less comprehensive sense, and is never actually hypostasized. For these reasons, then, 
to say nothing of difference of style and minor discrepancies between the writings of Philo 
and this work of the pseudo-Solomon, — such as concerning the length of the period of 
pregnancy (vii. 2), the condition of souls in a previous existence (viii. 19 f.), and the punish- ~ 
ment of the Egyptians through serpents (xi.15),— the theory that the former wrote the Book 
of Wisdom cannot for a moment be entertained. Josephus (Contra Ap., i. 23) speaks of 
another Philo as having written about Jewish affairs. ‘‘ However, Demetrius Phalereus, 
and the elder Philo, with Eupolemus, have not greatly missed the truth about our affairs, 
whose minor mistakes ought therefore to be forgiven them.’’ And, inasmuch as it seemed 
_ becessary to some (Drusius, De Henocho, cap. xi.) to have a Philo for the writer of our 
work, and the later one does not answer to the conditions required, they have declared that 
it must have been this elder one. But in the first place he was, according to Josephus, a 
heathen, and could not so have written of Jewish affairs to Jews; and, secondly, we know 
for a certainty nothing further about him than what is found in the Jewish historian just 
mentioned. . 

Besides the name of Philo, that of Aristobulus has been mentioned as the possible author 
of the Book of Wisdom. He was a teacher (Si3dokados) of King Ptolemy VI. Philometor 
(B. Cc. 180), to whom also he dedicated an allegorical exposition of the Pentateuch. He is 
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mentioned in 2 Maccabees (i. 10) as having sprung from a priestly family, and as having 
been addressed in a letter of Judas Maccabeus to the Egyptian Jews, as being their most 
distinguished representative at that time. The letter is indeed without date; but there can 
be little doubt that the well-known peripatetic Aristobulus of Alexandria, living at the time 
of Ptolemy VI., is meant. He was the most noted forerunner of Philo in allegorizing the 
Old Testament, and by means of interpolations and substitutions even attempted to make 
old Greek writers like Homer speak in the interests of the Jewish religion. Fragments of 
his writings have been preserved by Eusebius and Clement of Alexandria. But there is 
nothing in them that would lead one to identify him with the author of the Book of Wisdom. 
Moreover, his position at the Egyptian court was such that, even if he had desired it, he 
could not with safety have written of kings as our author has done. But he would not have 
wished or been prompted to write in this manner, since during the reign of Ptolemy VI. the 
condition of the Jews in Egypt was most favorable, while from such passages as xi. 5 ff., xii. 
23 ff., and chaps. xvi. and xix., it is evident that the present book was composed at a time 
when the Israelites were oppressed by their enemies. In addition to these two leading ten- 
dencies of modern criticism as it respects the authorship of the Book of Wisdom, there may 
be mentioned the theory of Eichhorn (Hinleit., p. 134), which is adopted also by Gfrorer (p. 
265 ff.), Dahne (p. 170), and Jost (Geschichte, p. 378), that the author was one of the 
sect of Therapeute. The opinion is based on such passages as iii. 13 ff.; iv. 8 f.; viii. 21; 
xy. 28. A Jewish sect of this sort, corresponding to the Essenes of Palestine, as has been 
generally maintained, existed in Egypt before the beginning of the Christian era, who were 
enthusiastic admirers of the teachings of Plato, held the body in great subordination, were 
celibates, and carried self-denial in very many respects to a foolish and wicked extreme. 
But the passages referred to, when properly interpreted, do not encourage the views of this 
supposed sect; and there is, moreover, nothing in the book that would lead us to the opinion 
that the author believed in, taught, or practiced the hard asceticism which was held to be its 
most prominent characteristic. 

But let us now examine more closely some of the historical allusions which appear on the 
face of the work itself, in the hope that some one of them, or all together, may help us to a 
sufficiently accurate settlement of the question of its date. The situation of things, as pre- 
sented in the very opening chapters, at once attracts attention. They were evil times upon 
which the author had fallen: ‘* Without were fightings, within were fears.’’ Skepticism had 
developed itself in some degree when Ecclesiastes and the Book of Job were written, but by 

no means to the extent that it manifests itself in the hard, coarse, reckless materialism of the 
apostate Jews in Alexandria, who are allowed to speak in our book (ii. 10, 12, 15). We say 
‘* apostate Jews,”’ for it was on their account, against them and their influence, that our 
book was undoubtedly written. On any other supposition the work could hardly be under- 
’ stood, either as it respects its contents or form. ‘hese materialists denied the immortality 
of the soul (ii. 1-5), shrank not from the boldest blasphemy (i. 6-11), sought happiness in 
the wildest libertinism (ii. 6-11), and ridiculed and persecuted the God-fearing of their own 
countrymen (ii, 12-20). The type of unbelief which here shows itself is far more pronounced 
and bitter even than that of which we read in the first two books of Maccabees (1 Mace. i. 
11-15, 41-61; 2 Mace. iv.*10-15), as having marked the time of Antiochus Epiphanes. Jew- 
ish apostates are there represented as giving up indeed the religion of their fathers for hea- 
thenish rites and ceremonies, but never, as in the present case, as denying all religion both 
practically and theoretically. But we know from other sources that many such degenerate 
Israelites lived in Alexandria not long before the Christian era. Philo has given a descrip- 
‘tion of them (De Confusione Linguarum, sec. 2, De Tribus Virtutibus, sec. 2), saying that they 
not only scornfully forsook the faith of their fathers, but heaped contempt upon it, and gave 
themselves up to a life of sensualism. 

But, if our book thus in its earlier chapters, by presenting one of the marked developments 
of Judaism just previous to the Christian era, gives us an intimation respecting the time of its 
composition, no less does it do so in the chapters where the external ground and occasion of 
such Jewish apostasy are impliedly set forth. It was the glaring discrepancy between the 
glorious promise of the Jewish system and its meagre results, when compared with the ap- 
parent success of heathenism. ‘This ground is indeed hinted at in the first part of the book 
Gi. 21 £.; iii. 1-5 ; iv. 2, 5 ff.), but more fully noticed from the tenth chapter on. It is shown 
how the Divine Providence had ruled from the time of Adam till Moses (x.—xii.); what, on 
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the other hand, idolatry was in its origin; what it had become in its highest and lowest 
forms; how foolish, how immoral in its tendency it had ever been, and how it had sooner or 
later plunged all those in misery who had been addicted to it (xiii—xv.). Especially was 
all this the case with the degrading worship of brute beasts, as practiced in the land of Egypt 
(xii. 24; cf. xi. 15, and xv. 18 ff.). From this point of view the transition was natural to 
the condition of Israel at that time. Under the veil of an exaggerated narrative, the events 
which took place on the deliverance of Israel from Egypt, in which the contrasted experi- 
ences of the two peoples are vividly portrayed, the writer utters his words of warning alike 
to apostate Israel and her oppressors, while to the God-fearing and faithful he makes promise 
of speedy deliverance and enlargement. 

Now such a state of political affairs in Egypt as the book implies we should not look for 
earlier than the period (B. Cc. 284-246) given as the date of the LXX. translation, on which 
our book shows clear, if limited, traces of dependence. Moreover, we should not look for 
them during the reign of the earlier Ptolemies, who, as it is well known, treated the Jews in 
Egypt with great favor and liberality. On the other hand, we may not, for reasons already 
given, especially the relation it sustains to Philo’s system, that is, as holding an intermedi- 
ary position between it and the more objective philosophy of the earlier Judaism, give our 
work a date too near the Christian era, much less, for the same and many other reasons, a 
still later one. Hence, we are shut up to the conclusion that it must have been composed by 
an Alexandrian Jew some time, but not too long, after the beginning of the later persecutions 
of the Jews in Egypt, that is, during the reign of Ptolemy VII. Physcon (B. c. 145-117), or 
his nearest successors. To attempt to fix the date more exactly would seem to be as futile 
“as it is unnecessary. 


Doctrinal Teaching. 


A number of points by means of which the doctrinal teaching of our book might be charac- 
terized have been already noticed under the previous head, such, for instance, as that of a per- 
sonal evil spirit (ii. 13 ff.), who is identified with the tempter of our first parents; the over- 
mastering influence of the body upon the soul (ix. 15); the preéxistence of the latter (viii. 
20; cf. vii. 1); and the creation of the whole world from a previously existing formless ma- 
terial (2 &udppov Ans, xi. 17), in all of which particulars, except the first, the author stands 
not only outside the teaching of the Bible, among the philosophers of his time, but, con- 
sciously or unconsciously, takes an attitude in a certain degree antagonistic to the Bible. 

The general aim of his work, however, is undoubtedly a good one. It is to show, alike 
from philosophy and history, as against the materialists of his day, that the proper goal of 
life was not mere existence, however long, or pleasure of any sort, but something nobly intel- 
lectual and moral, and that the pious Israelite was in the surest path to its attainment. The 
author teaches concerning God that He is a spirit, that He is almighty, omniscient, omnipres- 
ent, and in other respects that He possesses the attributes which are imputed to Him in the 
Old Testament. The divine holiness is indeed but little emphasized (xii. 16), but still it is 
implied in the recognition of other absolute attributes (xii. 3, 15; xiv. 9; xvi. 24). The idea 
is, in fact, included in the copia that is ascribed to Him, which is not something merely in- 
tellectual, but has also a moral significance. \ (Cf. vii. 22, copta cindy rhs &yabbrnros Geov). 
Sometimes Jehovah is apparently made to act from an exclusively Jewish point of view (iii. 
16-18; iv. 3-5, et passim), and hence with too great severity, and perhaps a shade of injus- 
tice, towards certain classes. But, in general, the representation of him is Biblical. ‘The 
divine personality is made less of than would have been the case if the book had originated 
at an earlier period and under different circumstances, but it is not pantheistic in its teach- 
ing. Where this might seem to be the case (cf. pwrds didfov, vii. 26, et passim), it is to be 
ascribed to the peculiar coloring given to the thought by the Alexandrian philosophy. God is 
a father, a God of mercy, exercises a providence over men (xiv. 3), and hears their prayers 
(vii. 7; viii. 21ff.). According to Niigelsbach (Herzog’s Real-Encyk., s. v.), the idea of the 
Trinity even is objectively adumbrated in what our book has to say of the copla, Adyos, and 
the mvevua, the last being represented as one with copla without being the same as it (i. 7; 
ix.17). But it would seem rather that such a conjunction of words was in this case simply 
accidental, and it is certain, as Nigelsbach also admits, that our author himself had no tan- 


gible idea in his mind of the later doctrine of the Trinity, or of the incarnation. (Cf. Hasse, 
p- 249, and Bruch, p. 345 f£.) 
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In its anthropology, the teachings of the Book of Wisdom are especially noticeable, and 
perhaps most open to objection. The chief end of man, the swmmum bonum of his strivings 
and hopes, is represented to be the possession of wisdom. It was that which constituted the 
image of God in which man was at first created (ii. 23), and his fall was a loss of the same. 
The author recognizes the fact of our fallen condition, but (as we have said) essentially only 
as a fall from knowledge (ii. 22, ov« éyvwoav pvorhpia Oot), and so really no fall at all; since 
the having or not having knowledge is not a matter which is necessarily dependent on free 
choice. Wisdom is indeed regarded as something that includes a knowledge of God, which 
even by the Master is made synonymous with eternal life; but with our author it is the 
knowledge that is insisted on (érlorac@a, cidéres, xv. 2 f.), and knowledge, as it should seem, 
in quite another sense than is indicated by the word ywéonw as employed at John xvii. 3. 
Man may know God, and still not glorify Him as God, which is the very chief sin of all 
(Rom. i. 21, 25). The Scriptural order is here in fact reversed, and man is exhorted first to 
know, rather than to submit. (Cf. John vii. 17, and 1 Cor. ii. 14-16.) A struggle of the 
will, a conflict between the “law in the members ” and a higher law of right, to which assent 
must be given, is only dimly recognized (xiii. 1; xvii. 10).- So Kiibel :! ‘* [Pseudo] Solo- 
mon finds the highest good (in the sense of a good and of the absolute good), not in single 
virtues, not in ‘ outward works of the Law;’ moreover, also, not in a primary sense in the 
‘inner cleansing of the heart,’ but in nothing else than in cop/a, which man makes his own 
by reason of his constitution (as a Wuxf, voids, denken), in his thought, — yes, even in his 
knowledge. The perception, knowledge of God (of God and wisdom objectively considered) 
is the highest good. From their possession follows necessarily —so it is declared — the 
single virtues, holiness. Should we characterize the copia on its objective and subjective 
side as the ‘truth,’ so is the truth according to [pseudo] Solomon the highest principle of 
morality.” 

Now, it might indeed be possible to give to the idea of wisdom so much depth and breadth 
of meaning, in its relations to man subjectively considered, that it would be a fair representa- 
tion of the Scriptural doctrine concerning him, his original endowment, his present need, and 
his future destiny. But that is just what our author does not do. Wisdom is represented in 
its relation to man’s striving, in the main, as the object of his understanding, his reason, 
something that he makes his own through the operations of his thinking powers. Richteous- 
ness itself (as we have said) is but a product of the copia regarded as a knowing, and “love, 
the care of education.” (Cf. i.5; vi. 17.) There is, in short, neither in man’s fall nor in 
his recovery a sufficient recognition of the corrupt human will as choice, disposition, —in 
short, character, and as being the principal thing over against the divine character and 
claims. Man is indeed blamed for not taking the right attitude towards wisdom. But the 
author’s false conception of wisdom in its essential character as highest good renders man’s 
choosing or not choosing it, after all, morally speaking, a comparatively indifferent thing. 
His sin is rather a misfortune than a crime. A stamp of predetermination is thereby, in fact, 
given to all one’s relations to God, and his own duty even, to the extent that it becomes a 
fatal exaggeration of the Biblical teaching concerning the “ determinate counsel and fore- 
knowledge of God.’”’ In the Book of Proverbs much is also made of wisdom; but its true 
relation to the heart, the moral attitude of man, is never overlooked or obscured. The 
‘fear of the Lord” is made its beginning (Prov. i. 7; cf. Ps. exi. 10), while here its begin- 
ning is said to be the ‘‘ desire of instruction ” (vi. 17: cf. also Prov. iv. 23; xv. Wis seviewers 
xvii. 3). In the pseudo-Solomon, indeed, the conception of wisdom corresponds in a remark- 
able degree to the false modern idea of ‘‘ culture ”’ as the highest good. ‘There may indeed 
be some difference with respect to what is supposed to constitute the proper objects of 
knowledge; but in this particular — the principal one — the philosophy of the Alexandrian 
pseudo-Solomon and that of the would-be Solomons of to-day are one and the same, — that 
to know is the acme of human attainment. 

This fundamental error of our author becomes the source of many minor ones, and gives a 
false and mischievous direction to his entire work. It is on this ground, for instance, that 
such an abnormal position is assigned to the Israelitish people as a whole. Such epithets as 
maides 000, botos Aads, adT|G AcAoyiopévor, owepua kpeumroy, are applied to them, and their land 
is called ryuwrdrn yi, dla yf, ete. (See ix. 4, 75 x. 15; xi. 1; xii.19; xv. 2 f., 14; xviii. 1.) 
It is quite a different language which is used in the canonical books of the Old Testament 

1 Stud. u. Krit., 1865, 708 ff. 2 Kiibel, Idem, p. 704. 
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concerning them (cf. Deut. ix. 4 ff. 27, xxxili. 9; Ezek. xx. 8 ff., xxiii. 3 ff. ; Neh. ix. 16 ff.). 
But if the highest good is a wisdom that can be grasped by the intellect, and righteousness an 
external knowledge of God (éricracda @céy, xv. 3), then the writer is consistent, since he 
looks upon the Israelites as possessors of such knowledge. In fact, as Kiibel has well 
remarked, it does not appear, under the circumstances, how the Israelites could well have 
sinned at all (xv. 2; xviii. 20). The same inconsistency would be involved in such a con- 
ception as in that of the supposed fall of Adam, whose original righteousness consisted, not 
in love and obedience to God, but in an inborn knowledge of him (émlyrwors @cov). 

The teaching of the book on the subject of eschatology has been to a considerable extent 
indicated in the Commentary at i. 13. We will here only add, that the assertion of Keerl 
(Apok. Frage, 1852, p. 42), that pseudo-Solomon teaches the doctrine of the final annihilation 
of the wicked, seems not to be borne out by the facts. The wicked, on the contrary, are 
represented as suffering pain after death (covra ev dduvn, iv. 19), while having a knowledge 
of the happy condition of the righteous (v.1f.). The expressions used to characterize the 
final condition of the lost are indeed strong (i. 11, 12, 16; ii. 245 iii. 11, 18; AV 19.5 -vouelaee 
xy. 6, 10; xvii. 21), but perhaps no stronger than are used in the canonical Scriptures for the 
same purpose. In fact, the word é@dyaros seems to have been employed in much the same 
sense in our book as at Rev. ii. 11, xxi. 8, that is, as referring to the second death. It is no- 
ticeable that in the Book of Wisdom is found the first intimation, among all the Biblical writ- 
ings, that heaven is the dwelling-place of the righteous (ili. 14 ; cf. Is, lvi. 4, 5) 3 or, in other 
words, that the common abode of the dead, Hades, is divided into two parts, assigned to the 
evil and to the good respectively (iii. 7; iv. 2; v.15 ff.). The passage at Tob. iii. 6, which 
Frisch (Kichhorn’s Allg. Bib. der bib. Lit., iv., p. 667) cites as conveying the same thought, has 
probably another meaning. A final judgment, also, seems to be dimly foreshadowed (iii. 18, 
ev juepa diayvdcews), although critics are not agreed whether it is referred to this world or to 
the next, or whether it may not even be used in a general sense for any visitation of God 
upon the sins of men (cf. iii. 7, 13; iv. 20). But there can scarcely be a doubt that iv. 
20 (“ At the reckoning up of their sins,’’ év cvAAoyiopng GpapTnudtwy avTev), taken in connec- 
tion with what immediately succeeds, refers to a judgment which follows death and precedes 
the entrance upon one’s final destiny (cf. Bretschneider, Systemat. Darstell., p. 311). It is 
to be remarked, however, that there fails, in the doctrine of immortality as taught in the 
Book of Wisdom, that which is one of its most prominent characteristics in the New Testa- 
ment, —namely, any distinct allusion to the resurrection of the body. 

Our author, moreover, knows nothing of redemption through a personal Redeemer to come. 
Such a thought was indeed foreign to the whole drift of his work. According to it, no other 
Redeemer was either possible or desirable than the copia. Such passages as xiv. 18, xviii. 
4, that are understood by Grimm as implying a future Messianic realm, have simply a general 
reference. The clearly expressed predictions of the prophets from Genesis to Malachi, con- 
cerning one who should appear as prophet, priest, and king, and should “restore the kingdom 
to Israel,’’ finds not the slightest echo in the work of our thoroughly Hellenized Israelite of 
Alexandria. ‘‘ Salvation is with him but a purely subjective process, made possible indeed 
by a divine act, but this divine act not a new one to be hoped for at a later period, but an old 
one, the first, the act of creation. In it the cog/a has entered into the #m and formed the 
kécuos, He who recognizes this is saved.’’? Cf. Kiibel, J. ¢., p. 722. 


External History. 


No traces of the Book of Wisdom have as yet been found in any other extant works which 
originated previous to the Christian era, The use of it by New Testament writers, although 
asserted by some critics (Nachtigal, p. 13; Stier, Die Apokryphen, p. 18 ff.) cannot be proved, 
and is improbable. The three or four passages giving most color to the opinion (Luke xi. 49 
ff., cf. Wisd. ii. 12-20; Rom. i. 20 ff., cf. Wisd. xiii. 1 ff.; Rom. ix. 21, ef. Wisd. xv. 7; Eph. 
vi. 13 ff., cf. Wisd. v.17 ff.), have all important differences, either in form or matter, and 
their similarity, as far as it exists, is to be ascribed to the fact that a common fund of infor- 
mation was open to both, in the Old Testament and in tradition, while to the writers, as 
being alike Jews, the materials as well as methods of education could not have been wholly 
dissimilar. In Clement of Rome (1 Cor. xxvii., ef. Wisd. xi. 22; xii. 12), there is a possible 
allusion to our book, although the passage might have been taken from the LXX. at Job ix: 
12. According to the testimony of Eusebius (H. E., v. 26), Ireneeus composed a work in 
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which he made use of it, as also of the Epistle to the Hebrews, and we find, too, in his 
treatise Adv. Her. (iv. 38, cf. Wisd. vi. 19), an undoubted reference to the Book of Wisdom. 

The supposed enumeration of it among Old Testament canonical books in the canon of 
Melito is disproved by a more careful exegesis, and the well-known passage in the canon of 
Muratori, in which it would at first sight appear that our book is referred to in connection 
with otherwise exclusively Christian writings, admits of and requires another rendering. The 
fragment as preserved reads : ‘ Et sapientia Salomonis ab amicis Salomonis in honorem ipsius 
scripia.”’? But there can be little doubt that with the later critics (Wieseler, Stud. u. Krit., 
1847, iv., p. 846 f.; Credner, p. 153 ff.; Hilgenfeld, Der Kanon und die Kritik des N. T., p. 
40 ff.), for et should be read ut, by which simply a comparison would be instituted between the 
epistles of Paul mentioned, and the sapientia Salomonis. And it even admits of doubt 
whether by the last expression the Book of Wisdom is really meant at all, and not rather the 
Proverbs of Solomon, which in the early church were also sometimes so designated. 

After the time of Clement of Alexandria, the leading Christian fathers may be divided into 
two classes with respect to their estimation of our book. The first, which included with 
Clement, among others, Hippolytus, Cyprian, and Ambrose, holding it for a work of Solo- 
mon, and hence, as a matter of course, for a divinely-inspired production. The second, 
which embraced such names as Origen, Eusebius, and Augustine, although denying the 
authorship of Solomon, still looked upon the book as inspired, and treated it with much the 
same respect as the canonical. It is, however, to be borne in mind that great confusion 
existed regarding all the supposed works of Solomon at this time, in consequence of which 
our book, doubtless, not infrequently received credit properly belonging only to those with 
which it was ordinarily associated. It bore, in common with Ecclesiasticus, for instance, as 
one of its names, # Zopla. Jerome also cites the former book (C. Pelag., i. 33), under the title 
Liber Sapientie. Augustine (Ep. cx. 75) cites Prov. i. 26, with the words in quodam libro Sa- 
pientie. In fact, it was no uncommon thing for the Latin fathers to include the three canon- 
ical books usually ascribed to Solomon, together with Ecclesiasticus and Wisdom, under one 
title, and cite from any one of them indifferently as apud Salomonem. (Cf. Cyp., Test., iii. 6, 
12; Hieron., in Ez. xxxiii. 1.) This usage has, moreover, been retained in old Roman mis- 
sals, these five books (‘‘ libri Sapientiales’’) being severally designated liber Sapientie.} 
Hence Schmid and others go quite too far in claiming all the fathers who cite our work 
under the formula, ‘‘ Solomon says,’’ as actually maintaining the authorship of Solomon. 
What the real opinion of Jerome, for example, was, notwithstanding his adoption of the pre- 
vailing loose habit of quotation, is evident from what he says in his preface to the books of 
Solomon, where he speaks of the liber pevderfypagos, qui Sap. Sal. inscribitur. And Augustine 
also says (De Civ. Dei, xvii. 20), after enumerating the three canonical books of Solomon: 
‘* Alii vero duo, quorum unus Sap., alter Eccli. dicitur, propter eloquii nonnullam similitudinem 
ut Salomonis dicantur obtinuit consuetudo ; non autem esse ipsius non dubitant doctiores (cf. 
also Doct. Chr., ii. 8). Athanasius, as also Ruffinus, distinctly assigns the work to a second- 
ary rank. The Book of Wisdom was, however, received along with other apocryphal works 
among the canonical at the Council of Carthage (c. A. D. 397), and shares in general the 
treatment of the latter in the subsequent history. 


The Text. 


The Greek text, as we have already shown, is the original. It is preserved complete in 
the three great MSS., Vatican (II.), Sinaitic (X.), and Alexandrine (III.), and in part in 
the Codex Ephraemi (C.). In addition to the various readings collected in the Holmes and 
Parsons edition of the LXX. from the MSS. 23. 55. 68. 106. 155. 157. 248. 253. 254, 261. 
296. —for a particular description of which, with others, see General Introduction — there 
have been also collated at Paris by J. C. Thilo, the following codices of our book: A. Aa. 
(a fragment found in connection with the first named) B. C. D. E. F. G. H. I. The same 
critic also gave specimens of these variations in a work published at Halle in 1825 (Speci- 
men Exerc. Critt. in Sapient. Sal.) The commentary of Grimm on the Book of Wisdom con- 
tains many valuable criticisms of the text, to most of which attention has been called in the 
present book. An edition of the Book of Wisdom in Greek, by Reusch (Freiburg, 1858), 
gives the usual text according to the Sixtine edition, with readings from Holmes and Parsons, 
Bendtsen, Thilo, and Grimm, together with patristic citations collected by himself, and the 


1 Cf, Reusch, Einleit. in das A. T., p. 148. 
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variations of the Armenian version. In 1861, at the same place, this critic also published 
Observationes Critic in Librum Sapientie. All of these works have been duly made use of by 
Fritzsche in his Libri Apocryphi Veteris Testamenti Greece (Lips., 1871), and important critical 
remarks made in addition. According to this critic, the best text is to be found in Il. and 
68. and the next best in X. and C. The remainder are less pure, and this is especially true 
of 248. which is followed by the Complutensian Polyglot. 

The Book of Wisdom is extant also in Latin, Syriac, Armenian, and Arabic versions. Of 
these the Latin, which originated before the time of Jerome and was left for the most 
part untouched by him, is by far the most important. It generally agrees with the Vatican 
Codex, and renders the Greek text with unusual literalness. The differences consist mostly 
in short additions in the Latin, made, as it would seem, for the sake of clearness or other 
like reasons, none of them being of much weight. Of the three remaining versions the Ar- 
menian is much the most trustworthy. It originated about the middle of the fifth century, 
follows the Greek generally word for word, even to imitating most skillfully its play on words, 
and in other respects is a most important aid in the critical study of our book. 


THE 


WISDOM OF SOLOMON. 


CHAPTER I. 


1 Love righteousness, ye that be judges of the earth; think of the Lord in up- 
2 rightness,’ and in simplicity of heart seek him; for he will be found of them that 
3 tempt him not, and sheweth himself unto such as do not distrust? him. For fro- 
ward thoughts separate from God, and Ais power, when it is tempted,® reproveth * 
4 the unwise. For into a malicious soul wisdom will® not enter; nor dwell in a 
5 body ° that is subject unto sin. For the holy spirit of discipline’ will flee deceit, 
and remove from thoughts ¢hat are without understanding, and will be frightened 
away ° when unrighteousness approaches.® 
For wisdom ¢s a philanthropic ” spirit ; and will not acquit a blasphemer of his 
words ; for God zs witness of his reins, and a true beholder of his heart, and a hearer 
of the™ tongue. For the Spirit of the Lord filleth the world; and that which 
holdeth together the All ” hath knowledge of the voice. Therefore he that speaketh 
unrighteous things cannot be hid; neither shall Justice, when it punisheth, 
pass by him. For there shall be inquisition* into the counsels of the ungodly ; 
and the knowledge ® of his words shall come unto the Lord for the punishment” 
of his wicked deeds. For the ear of jealousy heareth all things ; and the noise of 
murmurings is not hid. Therefore beware of unprofitable murmuring; ” and_re- 
frain your tongue from backbiting ; for secret speech shall not go unpunished; 
and a mouth” that belieth slayeth the soul. 
12 Strive not after death through the false direction ® of your life; and draw * not 
13 upon yourselves destruction through * the works of your hands; for God made not 
14 death; neither hath he pleasure in the destruction * of the living. For he created 
all things, that they might exist; "4 and the productions * of the world are» health- 
ful; and there is no poison of destruction in them, nor is” the kingdom of death 
15, 16 vpon earth.* For righteousness is immortal; but injustice is an inheritance 
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Vers. 1-4. 1A. V.: with a good heart (Gr., év éya0d7n7t; Jun., bonitate (et simplicitate cordis). 2 For py amur- 
rovow III. has py muorevovow. The former reading is supported by citations of Didymus, Origen, Jerome, and the Ar. 
and Armen. versions. Cod. 261. has mtcrevovar, as also the Vulg. and Syr., but it may have been meant simply as an 
interpretation of the common text, 7. e., not disbelieving — believing. 3A, V.: tried (see Com.). 4 marg., mak- 
eth manifest (see Com.). 5 shall. 6 the body. 

Vers. 5-8. —7 A. V.: For madeias (text. rec., with I. 23. and others) III. 248. Aa. C. E. I. with a number of the 
fathers read codias. But the latter is probably not genuine, having been introduced from ver. 6 as a gloss. eR VCS 
not abide (marg., is rebuked, or sheweth itself; Gr., édeyxOjoerau: verscheucht werden, Grimm and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, 
which meaning best suits the context ; see Com.). 9 cometh in (Gr., éreAPovons). 10 loving (‘‘ loving” in the sense 
that it cares for men; at vii. 23in A. V. rendered, kind to man). For rveipa copia of the Vulg. (with IT.) Codd. II. 28. 
106. 261. 296. B. Old Lat. Syr. Ar. Armen. read veda copias, which would make the two words subject, instead of the 
latter alone. That cofia is without the article need not, however, decide the matter. Of. vii. 24,x.9. MUALY.: his 
(so III.). 12 containeth all things (marg., wpholdeth, which is more nearly correct ; see Com.). 13 vengeance (Gr., 
4 dixn). Fritzsche, with Grimm, has received ovds pH for ode wry from III. X. 28. 106. 155. 248. al. Of. LXX. at Job 
xxviii. 13. 

Vers. 9-11. —%4 A. V.: For inquisition shall be made (the verb is éora1 ; on dtaBovAéous, see Com.). 15 sound (Gr., 
axo7y, here message, knowledge, i, €., that which is heard). 16 manifestation (marg., reproving). 17 murmuring, 
which is unprofitable. 18 there is no word so secret, that shall go for nought (see Com.). 19 the mouth. 

Vers. 12-15.— 2° A. V.: Seek not (uy ¢nAodre) death in the error (ev TAG)» 21 pull (émucmagde) ... . upon your- 
selves. 22 with (év). Fritzsche receives this preposition from III. 55. 106. 155. 157. al. Co. 23 God. III. reads én’ 
ayycdelq for én’ amwAciqg ; Ald. has ev for emt. 24.A, V.: have their being. 25 generations (see Com.) 26 were. 
21 omitsis. 8 theearth. For ove gSou III. 55. 296. Co. have ovde ¢. 
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of death; and! ungodly men by? their works and words called it to them ; in that 
they held it for a® friend, they consumed to nought, and made a covenant with it, 
because they are worthy to have * part with it. 


Ver. 16. — 1 The words injustice is an inheritance of death ; and we supply with Fritzsche from the Old Lat. It seems 


necessary to complete the parallelism. Of. Grimm, and Com. below. 


to have it thew. 4 take. 


2 A, V.: with. 3 for when they thought 


CuarrTer I. 


Ver. 1. Judges. Rulers in general are meant, 
to whom, according to Oriental ideas, the right 
of judgment also appertained. Cf. vi. 4; 1x. 7. 
They are here addressed naturally from the point 
of view of the writer, who is represented as such 
himself. 

Ver. 2. Tempt him not. The meaning is: 
God will be found of such as do not by unright- 
eous dealing show that they doubt whether there 
be a righteous God, and so in effect challenge 
him to do his worst against them. Cf. Deut. vi. 
16; Acts v. 9, xv. 10; 1 Cor. x. 9.— ’Amuoreiyv. 
This word is only found here, at x.7; xii. 17; 
xviii, 1,3; and 2 Mace. viii. 13, in the Old Testa- 
ment Greek. But cf. Mark xvi. 16, and Sopho- 
eles’ Lex., ad voc. 

Ver. 8. Sxodcol means crooked, bent, and as 
here applied to thoughts refers to those which do 
not take the right direction, 7. e., towards God. — 
"Edeyxel, convinces, convicts, through correction. 
— AokimaCouévn is used, as it would seem, in the 
same sense as meipd(ovo in the preceding verse. 
City iis 193 n1.7 is, xd. 9. fy; 2° Cor, xiii. 5); 7 Heb; 
iii. 9,— where these words are also employed as 
essentially synonymous. 

Ver. 4. Malicious, xaxdrexvov. Lit., using 
evil arts. Cf. xv. 4f.; Hom., //., xv. 14. —Ka- 
Tdxpeos, involved in debt. The word is used by 
Polybius to denote what is pawned, mortgaged. 
Cf. also Sophocles’ Lex., ad voc. ‘The idea seems 
to, be that the body has come wholly into the 

ower of sin; is'“sold” under sin, as wempauévos 
is rendered at Rom. vii. 14. The entire being of 
man is doubtless here meant to be comprehended, 
according to the usage of the Old Testament, in 
the expressions “soul” and “body.” Cf. also 2 
‘Mace. vii. 37; xiv. 38; xv. 30. Grimm sees in 
these statements a recognition of one of the funda- 
mental dogmas of Philo, that the body is the 
source and seat of moral evil, although it does 
not seem to us necessarily to follow from the 
language used. Moreover, such an idea would 
appear to be opposed to what the author teaches 
just below, verse 14, and at vili. 20; xi. 18 f. The 
kaTdxpeos Gpaptias might refer to the body as now 
found, rather than as originally created. 

Ver. 5. “Ayioy....mvevua. This expression 
first occurs here and at ix. 17 in the Greek Bible. 
It often lacks the article, also, in the New Testa- 
ment, as well as mvedua Oeod, the latter more 
seldom. — Of discipline, i.e., of education. The 
Holy Spirit is represented as the Spirit that edu- 
cates man in the highest sense, although the idea 
of chastisement may be also included. Grotius 
falsely understands by mvedua here the human 
spirit: “ipsa constitutio animi, que sapientia dict 
tur.” — Will be frightened away. This mean- 
ing of the word éacyx@foera, which according to 
Grimm is historically well supported, seems to be 
at this place more appropriate than the one given 
in the A. V., inasmuch as the parallelism with 
the preceding et{era, amavacrhoerm is thereby 
more clearly brought out. In the preceding 





verses the author, like Philo (cf. Dihne, i. 42 ff., 
368 ff.), lays it down as a fundamental principle 
that moral purity is a necessary subjective con- 
dition to the attainment of a knowledge of the 
divine, 

Ver. 6. Tdp seems to refer to the entire pre- 
ceding section. The very fact that wisdom is a 
philanthropic spirit would make it impossible for 
it to leave sin unnoticed and unpunished in the 
man that seeks it; and because it is such a spirit, 
therefore it would not be so difficult as one might 
suppose to attain to it. 

Ver.7. Filleth the world. The perfect tense 
(III. 157. have the aorist) denotes an existing state 
of things. Cf. Winer, 272 f.— Oikouvpévn. Prop- 
erly, the inhabited earth; then the earth in gen- 
eral. Here the word is used antithetically to the 
7a mavta of the following clause. The same idea 
of the spirit of the universe is found in Plato. 
Grimm cites parallel passages, also, from Aristeas 
and Philo. Gutberlet, on the other hand (Com., ad 
loc.), remarks that the omnipresence, all-pervad- 
ing omniscience of God is so clearly set forth in 
the Old Testament (Ps. cxxxix.), that it is strange 
that so many see in this verse the Stoic or Pla- 
tonic doctrine of the soul of the world. But the 
truth as taught in the Old Testament never takes 
on this precise and characteristic form, which 
plainly shows that it had already passed out of 
the domain of revelation into that of philosophy. 
What is here said of the Spirit of God is also 
said elsewhere (iii. 24; viii. 1) of wisdom, which 
would make them, according to the teaching of 
our book, identical. Cf. also verse 2 with vi. 12, 
16, and Prov. viii. 17.— Holdeth together the 
All, 7. e., sustains it, keeps it from going to pieces. 
This thought, which is the primary one of the 
verb cuvéxew, is not uncommon in its present 
application in classical and ecclesiastical Greek. 
Cf. Xen., Anab., vii. 2,8; Plato, Gorg., 508 A; 
Tren., v. 2, 83. —‘H 8ikn. It denotes right as 
established usage or custom, and personified by 
the Greeks, is daughter of Zeus and Themis. See 
Acts xxviii. 4, where this personification seems to 
be referred to, as also in the present passage, 
See Schmidt, Syn. d. Griech. Sprache, i. p. 352. 

Ver. 9. AraBovdAwv. A late Greek word, in 
use only since the Macedonian period. Cf. LXX. 
at Ps. ix. 23; Hos. iv. 9; Polyb. ii. 26, 3, iii. 9. 

Ver. 10. A noise of murmurings. pois 
yoyyvopav, for yoyyvouds. A case of onoma- 
topwia. One of these words would have been 
enough to express the idea, and the former was 
probably suggested by the word ods occurring 
Just before. 

Ver. 11. Katadadid. A word only found in 
Bib. and eccles. Greek. Cf. 2 Cor. xii. 20; 1 Pet. ii. 
1; and Clem. of Rome, i. 30. —Mopevoera. As the 
usual meaning attached to this word in this place 
by commentators, go away, escape, is not otherwise 
found, Grimm would refer it to utterance, — what 
goes out of the mouth. — Kevdy, without result, 
Here without evil result, 7. e., punishment. — Slay- 
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eth the soul. In what the slaying of the soul 
consists is shown in verses 4-6, 8, above. Schmid 
(Das Buch d. Weisheit, p. 134) holds that here is 
to be found a justification (¢) of the expression 
“mortal sin,” “‘peccatum mortale,” in use among 
Roman Catholics. But ef. Ecclus. xxi. 2. 

Ver. 13. Grimm has brought together at this 
point our author’s teaching on the subject of 
death. (1.) God is not its author, verses 13, 14; 
he made man immortal, ii. 23 ; death came into the 
world through the envy of Satan, ii. 24; through 
virtue and wisdom death may be escaped, i. 15; ii. 
22; vi. 18; viii. 17; xv. 3; and a blessed life 
with God in heaven attained, iii. 1, 14; iv. 2, 7, 
10; y. 2,15; vi. 19: only the godless are visited 
with the punishment of death, i. 12, 16; ii. 24; they 
have no hope, iii. 11, 18; v.14; xv. 6,10; thick 
darkness will cover them, xvii. 21; yes, they will 
be utterly destroyed by God, iv. 19, and their 
souls perish, i. 11. Still, they are represented as 
suffering pain after death (Zcovra év ddvvn, iv. 
19), while having a knowledge of the blessed con- 
dition of the good, v.1f. The apparent incon- 
sistency Of representing death as utter and yet 
speaking of lost souls as being in torment, some 
crities formerly explained by supposing that the 
writer held to an intermediate state, in which (if 
not all) the souls of the godless remained until 
the day of final judgment, when they were anni- 
hilated. This view has, however, according to 
Grimm, been generally abandoned; since it is 
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scarcely possible to suppose that, if the author 
held it, he would not have more directly taught 
it, that is, otherwise than by simple implication. 
Such a view was never held by the Jews, and the 
author could not have left his readers, therefore, 
to infer that such was his teaching in the present 
ease. It is probable, therefore, that he did not 
use the word @dvaros as meaning total annihilation, 
but much as it is used in Apoc. ii. 11, xxi. 8, as 
referring to the second death; that is, negatively, 
the loss of heavenly blessedness, and, positively, 
the everlasting and painful consciousness of guilt. 
It was an essential tenet of Alexandrian Judaism, 
according to Grimm, brought about (as he sup- 
poses) by the influence of Platonism, that imme- 
diately after the death of the body the soul en- 
tered upon its retribution in the future world. 
Ver. 14. Af yevéceis, the productions. The 
word has been used in this sense since the time of 


Plato. Cf. xvi. 26; xix. 11; and xiii. 8, 5,— 
where God is called yeveclapyns and -yeveotoup- 
vos. 

Ver. 15. Fritzsche supplies (as above with 


Grimm) from the Vulgate the part of verse 15 (the 
second clause) which has apparently been lost. 
That the verse is incomplete seems plain from the 
construction. The usual parallelism is wanting, 
and there is otherwise nothing to which adrdy in 
verse 16 could properly refer. 

Ver. 16. Made a covenant with it. Cf. Is. 
XXviii. 15, and Ecclus. xiv. 12. 





CHAPTER II. 


1 For they? said among themselves, reasoning? not aright, Our life is short and 


sad,? and in the death of a man there is no deliverance ;* and there has not been 
2 known one who returned from Hades.> For we were ® born accidentally ;7 and we 
shall be hereafter as though we had never been; for the breath in our nostrils is 8 
smoke, and thinking a spark produced by the beating of our heart;° which being 
extinguished, the ” body will” be turned into ashes, and the” spirit will vanish 
as thin “ air, and our name will ® be forgotten in time, and no man will have our 
works in remembrance ; and our life will!” pass away as the trace of a cloud, and 
be * dispersed as a mist, that is driven. away by ® the beams of the sun, and over- 
come by ™ the heat thereof. For our time” is the passing by of a shadow; * 


he Co 


Saar 
of % our end there is no repetition ;* for itis fast sealed, and” no man cometh 
again. Come on, therefore, and * let us enjoy the good things that are present ; 
and let us diligently enjoy the world” as in youth. Let us fill ourselves with 
costly wine and ointments, and let no flower of the spring * pass by us ; let us crown 
ourselves with rosebuds, before they be withered ; and let there be no meadow untrod 
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Vers. 1-8.—1 A, V.: the ungodly. 2 reasoning with themselves, but (the phrase ev éavrots is obviously to be joined 
to elmov). The preposition Fritzsche receives from III. X. 28. 55. 106. Co. Ald. Old Lat. Syr. Ar. Arm. It is also found 
in Il. 8 A. V.: tedious (Avrypos ; Jun., molesta). 4remedy (iacts ; Jun., remedia). 5 neither was there any 

_ man known to have. ... the grave (see Com.). ® are. 7 at all adventure. . is as. ® a little spark in the 
moving of our heart (6 Aoyos —C. and the Greek Bible of 1597 (Frankfort) as a reading, oAtyos as A. V.—omww@inp év 


Kujoew Kapdias nuwv ; see Com.). 10 our. 11 shall. 12 our (23. 157. 248. 253. Co. add yuav). 13 shall. 
14 the soft (xavvos ; Jun., mollis). ; } : 
Vers. gaat nm Wis shall 16 shall. M7 shall. 18 shallbe. 1% with. % with. 1 Fritzsche, Grimm, 


Reusch, and others adopt katpos for Bios from II. (by a second hand) III. (first hand) X. 68. 106. 261. Co. Ald. Old Lat. 
The latter word was probably written by mistake through the influence of vers. 2,4. 22 as a very shadow that Baseeth, 
away (Luther: ‘‘ Unsere Zeit ist, wie ein Schatten dahin fihrt”’; Jun., ‘ut umbre transitus est tempus nostrum. ) 
23 after. 24 returning. 25 go that. 26 omits and (so III., by first hand, 155. and Jun.). 27 speedily (marg., 
earnestly) use the creatures like. Instead of «rice: (supported by IT. and most other MSS. with Vulg. BYE. Ar. Arm.) 
Codd. III. 157. A. C. D. E. F. G. H.I. with Co. read xrjce. These words are often interchanged in the MSS. Fritzsche 
receives ws vedryros from III. X. A. C. D. BE. F. H. (teat. rec. , as veornrt). Reusch and Grimm prefer as év vedryrte (as 


157. 248. 258. Co. G. Old Lat.). Cf. Rom. xiii. 13. ‘ ; 
Vers. 7 , 8. —%8 Fritzsche with Reusch read éapos for aépos (as III. 55. 106. 157. 261. 296.). Cod. X. with the teat. rec, 


support the latter. 
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by our luxury,’ let none of us go without having part in” our voluptuousness ; let 
us leave tokens of owr joyfulness in every place ; for this 7s our portion, and our lot 
is this. Let us oppress the poor righteous man, let us not spare the widow, nor 
reverence the venerable ® gray hairs of the aged. And let our strength be the law 
of justice; for that which is feeble proves itself to be worthless.* Let us lie in 
wait for the righteous, because he is an annoyance to us and sets himself against our 
doings; and® he upbraideth us with offenses against ® the law, and lays to our 
charge our sins against discipline.” He professeth to have a* knowledge of God, 
and he calleth himself a° child of the Lord. He came to be to us a rebuke 
of our opinions.” He is grievous unto us even to behold; for his life us not like 
other men’s, his ways are strange. We are esteemed by him as counterfeits ; and” 
he abstaineth from our ways as from filthiness ; he pronounceth the end of the just 
to bé blessed, and maketh his boast that God 7s his father. Let us see if his words be 
true ; and let us prove what shall happen at his end. For if the just man be a™ 
son of God, he will help him, and deliver him from the hand of Ais enemies. Let 
us examine him with despitefulness and torture, that we may know his meekness, 
and prove his patience. Let us condemn him to” a shameful death ; for according 
to his words 7° he will” be respected. 

These things? they did imagine, and were deceived; for their wiekedness 
blinded ® them, and” as for the mysteries of God, they knew them not; neither 
hoped they for the wages of piety, nor discerned a reward for blameless souls. 
For God created man for immortality,” and made him to de an image of his own 
being ;” but * through envy of the devil came death into the world, and they that 
are of his class experience it.” 
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Vers. 9,10. —1 This sentence does not appear in the Greek, but is adopted from the Old Lat. by Fritzsche, Grimm, 
and others. There is evidence that it originally stood in the text in the fact that in a glossary of words occurring in 
the Book of Wisdom found in connection with Cod. Coisl. n. 394, the word Aewey is found, and it does not occur in the 
present text of the book. 2 A, V.: his part of. (The Greek of this member is, uydels quay (MSS. 106. 155. 261., 
DwaV) dwoupos EgTw (X., exte = ora) THs HueTépas ayepwxias). 3 ancient. 

Vers. 11-14.—4 A. V.: is found ¢o be nothing worth (aypyorov édéyxerat). Therefore (dé is omitted by III. X. 106. 
155. 157. 248. 261. 296., and stricken out by Fritzsche). 5 omits and (so Jun.). 6 our offending. 7 objecteth to 
our infamy the transgressions of our education (Jun., infamiam irrogat nobis peccatorum vite institute nostre). 8 the. 
9 the. 10 was made to reprove our thoughts (éyévero uty eis EAeyxov éevvory Hyav; Jun., Factus est nobis ad redar- 
guendum cogitationes nostras). 

Vers. 15-17.—11A. V.: are of another fashion (é&AAaymévar, ‘ aussergewohnlich, sonderbar; in dieser Bedeutung 
seit Aristoteles haufig bei den Classikern.”” Grimm, Com. in loc.). 2 of .... counterfeits; he. 18 in the end of 
him. The Vulg. adds: et sciemus que erunt novissima illius. Bauermeister thought it should be received into the text, 
but not so Grimm, Reusch, Fritzsche. 14 A. V.: the. 

Vers. 20-24. 15 A.V.: with (Jun., in). 16 by his own saying (é« Aéywr avrod ; the context influenced our render- 
ing ; otherwise it would be, as his words (deserve); cf. Matt. xii. 37). 17 shall. 18 Such things (radra), 19 own 
wickedness hath blinded (aorist). 20 omtts and. 21 wages of righteousness . .. . to be immortal (ér’ ad@apaia — év 
ad., 55. 254.) 2 eternity. Instead of isidryros of the text. rec., supported by II. ITI. 23. A. C. D., Vulg., Ar., Clem. 
of Alex., Codd. 106. 261. Aa. B. with Old Lat. Syr. read ouordrnTos ; 248. 253. E. F. G. H., Athanas., Method., and other 
fathers, aié.ormros. Grimm, with Bretschneider, Reusch, and Fritzsche, decides for the first (see Com.). ASV. 


Nevertheless. 24 do hold of his side, do find it (see Com.). 
Cuapter II. 
Ver. 1. The course of thought is closely con-| will be seen, has little MS. authority (Cod. C.), 


nected by *yép with what immediately goes before. 
On the last clause, cf. xvi. 14, and Eccles. viii. 8. 
It is an advance on the idea expressed in the pre- 
ceding clause in that the one looks forward, while 
the other is regarded as a matter of experience. 
The latter thought would also, on that account, 
be properly expressed by the aorist éyvda0n. 

Ver. 2. Avrocxediws, ex tempore. That is, 
without previous thought, and so without aim, 
by mere accident. The word occurs as adverb 
only here. he doctrine agrees in general with 
that of the Epicureans. Cf. Schwegler’s History 
of Philos., p. 148. — Ka 6 Adyos. The inner 
spiritual life makes itself manifest through thought 
and speech. The materialists of Alexandria, 
however, held that thought itself was simply a 
material product of the beating heart. Our A. V. 
followed the reading 6Alyos, which, however, as 





and gives a sense which does not agree so well 
with the context as the one proposed. The com- 
mon reading, moreover, has the support of a 
passage in the Letter of Isidore of Pelusium (iv. 
146): Of yap doeBeis omvOApa vouloaytes clvat Thy 
wuxny, ete. 

Ver. 3. The representation of these free 
thinkers was that the principle of life was simply, 
as it were, a fire in the heart, from which sparks 
(that is, thought and speech) and smoke (or the 
breath) ascended. As when the:smoke and sparks 
cease it is a sign that the fire is out, so, they 
reasoned, when the breathing and thinking cease 
the man is wholly dead, body and soul. 

Ver. 4. Will have our works in remem- 
brance, uynuovedoe: T&v Epywy juav. This verb 
also sometimes governs the accusative, in the 
sense of having present in the mind (Matt. xvi. 9; 
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1 Thess. ii. 9; Rev. xviii. 5). Cf Winer, p. 205. 
Great weight was laid in the later Jewish writings 
on living in the memories of men. Cf. Ecclus. 
eave on xexix. Ll: xli. 12: xliv. 7=15.— 
Ovdels. This form of the word, which is not 
Attic, is found only in the New Testament, the 
LXX., and some of the Fathers. Cf. Sophocles’s 
Lex., sub voce. 

Vers. 7,8. The reference is to the custom at 
feasts of anointing the body, and crowning one’s 
self with garlands. It was practiced also among 
the Israelites. Cf. Ps. xxiii. 5; Amos vi. 6; 
Luke vii. 46. 

Ver. 9. ’Ayepwxfa (from ayépwxos) was used 
by Homer and Pindar ina good sense as brave, 
high-minded. It took on later the idea of haughti- 
ness, fierceness. Cf. 2 Macc. ix. 7, and 3 Macc. i. 
25 


Ver. 10. Some suppose that by the “poor, 
righteous man”’ the Jews in gencral are meant, 
while the free-thinkers are their heathen oppres- 
sors. It is doubtful, however, if the author would 
be so understood. Among these free-thinkers 
there were probably apostate Jews as well. The 
later periods of Jewish history furnished at least 
not a few examples of this kind. 

Ver. 12. This verse seems to make it still 
clearer that apostate Jews are meant, against 
whom alone such arguments would have any par- 
ticular force. 

Ver. 13. ’ExayyéAAerat, he professeth. This 
word meant originally to proclaim (Lat., edicere), 
and was employed for public announcements (Xen., 
Cyrop., vii.4, 2). In the New Testament, however, 
it is used generally in the middle voice, with the 
meaning: to offer one’s self, one’s services, or to 
announce one’s self as about to do something, to 
promise. At 1 ‘lim. ii. 10, it has the sense of 
“professing to be something,” — “ professing god- 
liness,” — after the analogy of the sophists, who 
offered to teach something. So also in our pas- 
sage. — Knowledge of God. That is, God’s will 
concerning man, what He requires, what He ap- 
proves, and what He will punish. The whole 
spirit of the book, however, is against our sup- 
posing, with Gutberlet (Com., ad loc.), that it 
means much more than this, and approaches in 
idea the word yivéonew as used in John’s Gos- 
pel, ii. 24; v. 42; xvii. 3. — Maida xupiov. The 
words are doubtless used simply in a general 
sense, as elsewhere in the present book. Cf. ix. 
4,7; xii. 19-21; xix. 6. The Syriac has: “ He 
says, ‘I am son of God’” The Armenian: 
‘He calls his person son of the Lord.” 

Ver. 14. A rebuke of our opinions. He be- 
came that in so far as men contrasted the senti- 
ments of the two, and their results to the disad- 
yantage of the free-thinkers. 

Ver. 16. Els «iBSndov edoylcOnuey aiTa, we 
- are esteemed by him as counterfeits. Cf. fur- 
ther iii. 17, 1x. 6 f.; Acts xix. 27. The impor- 
tance of this verb in a theological sense is well 
known. “ That is transferred to the person, and 
imputed to him, which in and for itself does not 
belong to him ; the expression AoylCerBar Ti Tit 
eis rf denotes that something is imputed to the 
person per substitutionem.” Cremer’s Lex., sub 


voce. 
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Ver. 17. ’Ev éBdoe. The meaning outgoing, 
i,e., end, this word has only in the later Greek. 
Cf. Heb. xiii. 7. 

Ver. 20. Be respected. That is, from the 
side of God. They meant to put the matter to 
the test whether God would really take any notice 
of him in his distress. Roman Catholics gener- 
ally, following the lead of severai of the Fathers 
(ef. Tertull., Contra Marc., iii 22; August., 
Contra Faust., xii. 44; Lactant., iv. 16), find in 
this and a few previous verses a prophecy relating 
to the sufferings of Christ ; and so, too, among 
Protestants, Calovius, while Stier (Die Apok., pp. 
18, 46) holds it for a representation which “ bor- 
ders on” such prophecy. But it is evident that 
no one person, but a class, is meant by rdy Bleaoy 
in verse 12, since it is used elsewhere in the plural 
where the same class is obviously referred to, 
Cf. iii. 1 ff. with iv. 7 ff. Moreover, what is here 
said of the relations between the pious and the 
worldly-minded has always been true, and the 
similarity of the language used to that used by the 
Jews against Christ arises solely from a natural 
similarity of circumstances. 

Ver. 22. Mysteries of God. Secret counsels, 
in accordance with which he disciplines his people 
here in preparation for a better hereafter. These 
mysteries are clear only to faith. — Discerned a 
reward, éxp:vay yépas. The A. V. has in the 
margin preferred or esteemed the reward. But it 
seems better to supply eiva: before the latter word :: 
they judged (not) that there was a reward. 

Ver. 23. The A. V. followed the reading of 
some MSS., aididrnros, which was also the form 
in which the passage was cited by some of the 
church Fathers. For the usual reading, however, 
the LXX. at Gen. i. 26 seems decisive. The 
former reading probably crept in as a gloss, al- 
though the exchange of at6.0s for %5tos would not be 
difficult, and is not without example in the MSS. 

Ver. 24. Cf. Rom. v. 12.— AiaBédrov is here 
without the article, as also at Acts xiii. 10, and 1 
Pet. v. 8. Cf. Winer, p. 124. According to 
Dihne, the personal evil spirit, Satan, is not 
meart, but the serpent of Genesis, that was repre- 
sented by Philo as an image of the seducing 
pleasure which separated man from God. The 
serpent of Paradise is no doubt referred to; but 
there is no evidence that our author did not iden- 
tify him with Satan, in accordance with the gen- 
eral belief of his day concerning: demons and the 
demoniac world. Cf. the LXX. at Num. xxii. 
32; Esth. vii. 4, viii. 1. This, indeed, would 
represent our author as differing from Philo, who 
held that matter alone was evil. But, on the 
other hand, we are not to expect in the present 
book the views of Philo to be alone reflected, 
much less represented in their completeness, un- 
less we are to suppose him to have been the 
author of the work, which we cannot do. The 
envy of the devil was envy against man on account 
of his immortality. This idea was a common 
one among the Jews. Cf. Jos., Antiq.,i.1, § 4. 
— Experience (reipd(ovcr) it. The use of this 
Greek word in such a sense, according to Grimm, 
is not found in the classics. But cf. xii, 26, 
Ecclus. xxxix. 4, and Liddell and Scott’s Lez., 
under mreipdw. 
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Cuapter III. 


Bor the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and there shall no tor- 
ment touch them. In the sight of the unwise they seemed to be dead ; land their 
departure was ” taken for a misfortune,’ and their going from us annihilation ; * but 
they are in peace. For though they shall have experienced punishment ac- 
cording to the judgment * of men, yet ¢s their hope full of immortality. And hay- 
ing been a little chastised, they shall be greatly rewarded ; for God proved them, 
and found them worthy of * himself. As gold in a furnace he" tried them, and 
received them as a burnt offering. And in the time of their visitation they 
shall blaze forth,’ and run to and fro like sparks among the stubble. They shall 
judge nations,® and have dominion over peoples,” and their king shall be the Lord™ 
for ever. They that put their trust in him shall understand the truth ; and such as 
be faithful in love shall abide with him ; for grace and mercy shall be ” to his saints, 
10 and he will have ™ care for his elect. But the ungodly shall be punished according 

to their own imaginations, who ‘have despised ® the righteous, and forsaken the 
Lord. 
11 For he who despiseth wisdom and nurture, is” miserable, and their hope ts 
12 vain, and their labors unfruitful, and their works unprofitable. Their wives are 
13 foolish,” and their children wicked ; their offspring 7s cursed; for blessed ” zs the 
barren that ¢s undefiled, who hath not known a” sinful bed, she shall have fruit 
14 in the visitation of souls. And blessed is the eunuch, who * with his hands hath 
wrought no iniquity, nor planned wicked things against the Lord; for unto him shall 
be given a™ special gift of faith, and a more desirable inheritance ™ in the temple 
15 of the Lord.% For glorious 7s the fruit of good labors; and the root of wisdom 
16 shall never die out.2® But the children of adulterers shall” not come to perfec- 
17 tion,”* and the seed of an unrighteous bed shall disappear.” For though they also 
live long, they shall be held for nothing ; ® and their age at last be 81 without honor. 
18 Or, if they die early, they shall have no hope, neither comfort in the day of de- 
19 cision; ® for miserable is ** the end of the unrighteous generation. 
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Vers. 1-4. —1A. V.: to die (re@vdvar, to have died, or to be dead), 2 is. 8 misery (kakwou.s = Ungliick. Wahl’s 
Clavis, 8. v.). 4 to be utter destruction (cvvrpiupa). Tt seemed best to use the synonym “ annihilation”? on account 
of its use in modern theological discussions. 5A. V.: be punished in the sight of (‘‘ nicht si puniuntur — Heydenr., 
Wahl — sondern nach bekannten Gebrauch des éév mit aorist, Winer, p. 293 ff., st punitt fuerint, wenn sie Strafen 
erfahren haben werden.’? Grimm, Com. in loc.). 

Vers. 5-9. — 6 A. V.: for. 7 the furnace hath he. 8 shine (avaAdpovor ; in II. this word begins a new line). 
9 the nations. 10 the people (155. Aasdv). 41 and their Lord shall reign. The context, as well as grammatical con- 
siderations, is against making adréy limit xvpuos. BA. V.: ts. 13 he hath. The last two clauses are read in a great 
variety of ways. Codd. II. (text. rec.) 296. A. E. G. and Old Lat. read: 6re xapis Kat EdAeos Tots éxAeKTois avTov. Other 
codd. have dru xdpts Kai €Acos ev (the preposition is omitted in X. 28. 253. Aa.) rots dotous (IIT. 155. 157. C. D. F. H. Syr. 
Ar. have éxAexrots) avt00 Kat émurkory év (prep. omitted by C. D. F. H.) rots éxAexrots (Ootors in TIT. 157. OC. D. F. H. Syr. 
Ar.) avrod, namely: X. 68. 106. 248, 253. 254. 261. Aa. B. I. with Co. Ald. Fritzsche adopts the latter. Grimm rejects 
the whole as having been introduced here from iv. 15. Reusch adopts what is found in Cod. II. as genuine, and rejects 
the remainder. But it is easy to see, if the two lines are placed together, how readily a copyist might have skipped 
from the éy rots of the first to ékAextots of the second. The context, too, seems to require the words. ; 

Vers. 10-14. — xa’ a is to be written for ca6a of the Rom. Ed., Holmes and Parsons, and Mai. 16 A. V.: which 
have neglected. 16 whoso. 17 he is. 18 omits and. 19 marg., light, or unchaste (see Com.). 2¢ Wherefore 
blessed. 21 which .... the. 22 which, 23 imagined ....God....given the. 24 an inheritance. ... more 
acceptable to his mind. The word Ouunpécrepos becomes in 23. 258. the nearly synonymous @vpndécrepos (Ovjsds, #Sos). 
The former, in addition to most of the codd. and the versions, is supported by a citation of Clem. of Alex. 25 For “in 
the temple” the A. VY. has in the margin as an alternative rendering ‘‘ amongst the people ” (Aa@ being read for vao). 

Vers. 15-19. — 26 A. V.; fall away (the Greek means, literally, not falling in pieces, but is here limited by the context) 


27 Ag for .... they shall. 28 their perfection, 29 be rooted out (lit., shall be removed from sight ; cf. ver. 15). 
%0 they live long, yet shall they be nothing regarded. 51 last age shall be. 82 quickly (see Com.). 88 trial (Stay- 
veoews } avayvocews, 55.; Jun., cognitionis). 54 horrible is. 


Cuarter III. 


Ver, 1. Souls of the righteous. Departed| Ver. 2. In the sight, that is, in the opinion 

souls are meant.— Bdoavos. Used also at Luke| judgment. Cf. ix. 9, and Ecclus. viii. 16. — To 
xvi. 28, 28, of the future torment. It means (1)| be dead, 7. e., utterly, soul and body. 
a touchstone ; (2) metaphorically, a trial, whether| Ver. 3. In peace. This word was to the Jew 
a thing be genuine ; (3) an inquiry, especially by|a synonym for the highest good, physical and 
torture (cf. il, 19), confession upon torture, and| spiritual. It stands here opposed to the mis- 
torture, anguish, in general. 


THE WISDOM 


fortune supposed by the ungodly to be the portion 
of the just. 

Ver.4. ’Edv xodacbdow. The sufferings of the 
righteous generally in the world, ending in a 
death similar to that of other people, seems to be 
meant. On the construction, cf. Winer, pp. 291, 
293.—‘H éAmls aitav. The first beginnings of 
Christian hope, which were already involved in 
the facts and predictions of the Old Testament, 
seem here faintly to show themselves. Cf. 1 Pet. 
i. 3. 

Ver. 5. Cf. Rom. viii. 18; 2 Cor. iv. 17. Their 
suffering is not an end, but a means. — Worthy 
of himself. Of communion with Him. Cf. Col. 
i.12. The fact does not seem to be noticed that 
our Heavenly Father also uses discipline for all 
his earthly children, in order fo win them to that 
which is good. The confining of the good provi- 
dence of God in its working to worthy Jews, 
while towards all others He is represented as hos- 
tile in thought and action, is a dreadful misrepre- 
sentation of Him who “maketh his sun to rise 
upon the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain 
on the just and on the unjust.” Grimm properly 
calls attention to the words roAd(ecOa, eeraCeoOar, 
Bacaviler@at, puctiyotoOm, Karadind(ecOa, which 
our author continually uses of the godless, and 
maideverGat, voutebeicba, meipacecOa, and doxr- 
pd¢ec@a of the pious (Israelites), as forming an 
unallowable antithesis, and as teaching a doctrine 
which does not at all agree with the representa- 
tion that God loves all his creatures, or with this 
writer’s own assertions elsewhere. At xi. 24, for 
instance, he says: “ For thou lovest all the things 
that are, and abhorrest nothing which thou hast 
made; for never wouldest thou have made any- 
thing, if thou hadst hated it.” 

Ver. 6. As a burnt offering. As a perfect 
offering, sacrifice, one wholly given up to him, 
bAokdprapa being used for dAokavTwpma. 

Ver.7. In the time of their visitation. This 
seems to refer to a time when here on earth God 
would visit his people for good, and on their ac- 
count judge the nations. Others refer it to the 
future world; and still others suppose that it has 
in view specifically the final judgment at the end 
of the present order of things. — Run to and fro 
like sparks among the stubble. The meaning 
is that the true Israel will destroy their enemies 
as the flame the stubble. The figure is a familiar 
one in the Old Testament, and is based on the 
custom of burning the stubble and refuse matter 
of the fields for the purpose of enriching them. 
Cf. Is. v. 24, xlvii. 14; Joel ii. 5; and especially 
Obad. verse 18. 

Ver. 8. Cf. Dan. vii. 18, 22, 27, and Jer. iii. 
17. — BaotAebore: aay Kips. The A. V. follows 
the Vulgate in connecting the last two words 
together, which, however, is not the natural con- 
struction, and it also weakens the idea of the con- 
text. A restoration of the theocracy in distinc- 
tion from the dominion of strange kings is meant. 

Ver. 9. The truth, i. e., respecting God’s now 
mysterious dealings with men. — Such as be 
faithful in love (margin of A. V., such as be 
faithful shall remain with him in love). It is, in 
fact, doubtful whether év &ydmp is to be joined with 
mooi or with mpoouevotcr. — We have left the 
clause beginning ‘“‘for grace and mercy ” to the 
end of the verse, as in Fritzsche’s text on the 
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MS. authorities above given, although Grimm 
(especially on account of its occurring at iv. 15) 
suspects its genuineness, and says that if left out 
nothing of importance would be missed. 

Ver. 10. ’Em:tiula is used also for punishment 
at 2 Cor. ii. 6, and often in ecclesiastical Greek. 
The word in classical Greek is émitivivy.  Cf., 
however, Ecclus. ix. 5; 2 Mace. vi. 13. 

Ver. 12. “Agpoves. Bretschneider (with Biel), 
on account of what follows in the context, gives 
this word here the meaning of adulteress, with the 
remark: “ Apponuntur mulieribus castis, que non 
cognoverunt Kolrny ev mapamTémart.” 

Ver. 13. ’Emikatdpatos. It is used only in 
Biblical and ecclesiastical Greek. Like érdpartos, 
it means /aid under a curse. It is the opposite of 
evdoynuevos. Cf. xiv. 8; Tob. xiii. 12.— Sinful 
bed. The marriage bed of those who live in sin 
is meant.— Shall have fruit, 7.¢., shall have 
reward, —In the visitation of souls. At the 
time when God shall clear up the enigmas of life, 
and show things in their true light. Cf. 3 Mace. 
v.42. Some Roman Catholic as well as Protes- 
tant commentators hold that our author means to 
teach the desirability of celibacy; which, how- 
ever, as it seems to us, would be to give his words 
a meaning out of harmony with the context. 
He is simply showing the evil effects of sin upon 
one’s family and posterity, “ Their offspring is 
cursed.”’ Better than such is the condition of those 
even who have no children at all, who are sterile 
(&kapmos, &yovos), and by the world, therefore, 
are held to be unfortunate and unhappy, but who 
are really happier than the wicked parents of 
wicked children. Moreover, the language as thus 
interpreted would not be at all suitable in the 
mouth of Solomon, the ostensible author of the 
work, with his seven hundred wives and three 
hundred concubines. 

Ver. 14. Natural sterility on the part of the 
man seems to be referred to, and not at all en- 
forced celibacy. Cf. Is. lvi. 8-5, to which this 
passage evidently has reference. — Tijs micrews 
xdpis ékdexty. Some (Schmid) take mioris here in 
the sense of “faithfulness,” by which a person 
would be enabled to hold out against all tempta- 
tions in his fealty to right principles. Grimm 
more properly understands it in the broader sense 
of “the firm and joyful persuasion of the truth 
of the theocratic idea and the promises attached 
to it.” It is to be noticed that this rioris was not 
a reward of merit, but a gracious gift (xdpis). 
Cf. Eph. ii. 8. 

Ver. 16. ’AréAcora. Lit., incomplete. It does 
not seem to refer to the earthly life in particular, 
but to the object for which man was created, — 
they fail of the final goal. Cf. iv. 5: KAd@ves. 
aréAcoTOL. 

Ver. 18. ’Okdws. Lit., violently, quickly ; but 
here obviously in the sense of early, soon. ‘There 
is perhaps some ground at this point, as in the fol- 
lowing chapter, verses 3-5, for the objection raised 
by Keerl, that God is represented as quite too 
harsh in his dealings with these innocent children 
of adulterers. But it can hardly be regarded as 
anything more than a rhetorical exaggeration of 
the idea that the sins of parents are visited upon 
their children. Cf. Deut. v. 9 £., xxiv. 16; Ezek. 
xviii., passim. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


1 Berrer is childlessness with virtue; for in the remembrance thereof is immor- 
2 tality ;1 because it is known both? with God, and with men. When it is present, 
men take example from® it; and when it is gone, they desire 7¢; and in eternity 
it marches on in triumph, having gotten the victory in the contest * for undefiled 
rewards. But the fruitful multitude of the godless shall be useless and as shoots 
from impure slips shall not root deeply nor get firm ° foundation. For though shen 
branches may be green ° for a time, yet standing not fast, they shall be shaken by 
the wind, and through the force of winds they shall be rooted out. Imperfect 
branches shall be broken off round about, and their fruit be® unprofitable, not ripe. 
to eat, yea, meet for nothing. For children begotten of unlawful intercourse ® are 
witnesses of vice against their parents in their trial. 
7,8 But though the righteous may pass away early, he shall be at™ rest. For 
honorable age ¢s not that which standeth in length of time, nor that is measured by 
9 number of years. But discernment is” gray hair unto men, and an unspotted life 
10 ts old age. He pleased God, and was beloved ; and * living amongst sinners he was 
11 translated. He was snatched away lest the evil * should alter his understanding, 
12 or deceit beguile his soul. For the fascination of vice doth obscure that which is 
13 good; and the intoxication of passion upsets the uncorrupted mind. He, being 
14 made perfect in a short t2me, fulfilled a long time; for his soul pleased the Lord, 
15 therefore it hasted from the midst of wickedness.’® But while the people saw, they 
did not also understand,” neither laid they up this in their minds, that grace and 
16 mercy are” with his chosen,” and his visitation with his saints.2? But” the 
righteous who is already dead” shall condemn the ungodly who are still * 
living; and youth that is soon perfected the old age of many years™ of the un- 
17 righteous. For they shall see the end of the wise, and shall not understand what 
he hath decreed concerning him, and to what end the Lord ® set him in safety. 
18 They shall see, and ridicule it;*’ but the Lord shall laugh at them”; and they 
shall afterwards * be a dishonored carcase, and a reproach among the dead 
19 for evermore. For he shall plunge them speechless down headlong, and shall ® 
shake then: from the foundation ; and they shall be utterly laid waste, and shall be 
20 in anguish,” and their memorial shall perish. At the reckoning up of their sins 


they shall appear with trembling; and their transgressions shall convict ®? them to 
their face. 


o> 
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Vers. 1-3.—1 A. V.: it is to haye no children, and to have virtue, for the memorial thereof is immortal. 2 omits 
both. 5 at. According to Codd. IIT. 55. 106. 155. 157. 248. 254. 296. A. B. F. G. H., with Methodius, tyzHow should 
be read for wimodvrar. But the latter is supported by 28. 68. 263. in addition to the tezt. rec. (with IT.), the Vulg. Syr. 
Ar. and Arm. versions, and adopted by Grimm, Reusch, and Fritzsche. 4A. V.: it weareth a crown, and triumpheth. 
forever... . striving. ® multiplying brood of the ungodly shall not thrive nor take deep rooting from bastard slips, 
nor lay any fast. 

Vers. 4-8. —% A. Y.: they flourish in branches. T shaken with. 8 The imperfect . . . . off, their fruit. 
® beds (marg., Gr., sleeps ; cf. vii. 2). 10 wickedness (wovypias, whose sense is made clear by the context). 11 be 
prevented with death, yet shall he be in. 

Vers, 9-12. — A. V.: wisdom (pévyars) is the. 18 of him so that. 14 Yea, speedily was he taken away (see 
Com.) lest that wickedness (X. 23. 155. 157. 248. Co. have the article before kaxia; 55. the same, and avrod after it. 
Fritzsche receives the article). 1 bewitching of naughtiness doth obscure things that are honest ; and the wandering 
of concupiscence doth undermine (marg., pervert; see Com.) the simple. 

Vers. 13-17.—16 A. Y.: therefore hasted he to take him away (see Com. ; 155., éorovSacev. Nannius suggested éc- 
Tracey —oraw, to draw forth —lut it was rejected by other critics) from among the wicked. 17 This the people 
saw, and understood it not. Instead of Aaoi, III. (from the first hand) 165. 296. read aAdAov. \But ef. ii. 13; iii, 10. 
18 A. V.: his grace and mercy is. ¥ saints (the words “ saints”? and “‘ chosen ”? are read in an inverse order in III. 
55. 68. 106. 248. 254. 261. Co. Ald. Old Lat. Syr. Ar. Arm. Cf. iii, 9). °° that he hath respect unto his chosen (see pre- 
ceding note). 1 Thus (6¢, omitted by 248. and Junius). 22 that is dead (@avav, IIT. 68. 155. 157. 248. 254. 296. A. G. 
D. B. H. 1. Co, Ald. ; Oavdrw, 106. 261., and it is preferred by Thilo ; Kav, II. — corrected to @avév — 23. 55. 254. 
Arm. and, apparently, Syr. Ar. See Com.). 23 which are. 24 many years and old age (moAverés yipas). 2 God 

_ in his counsel hath decreed (¢BovAevioavro — plur. — 261. Co.) of (wep/) him and to what end the Lord hath. 

Vers. 18-20. —* A. V.: him and despise him (28. 253, add avurov). 27 God shall laugh them to scorn. 28 here- 
after. 29 vile (atimov). 5° rend them, and cast them down headlong, that they shall be speechless, and he shall. 
81 and be in sorrow. 8° And when they cast up the accounts (marg., to the casting up of the account; 106. 271., 


ev Aoy.ou@) of their sins, they shall come with fear; and their own iniquities (7d dvouyjmata avray) shall convince 
(éAéy£er). 
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Cuapter IV. 


Ver. I. This verse contains a comparison in 
allusion to what has gone before. It is meant, 
better is celibacy and childlessness than a misuse 
of the marriage relation. To praise childlessness 
absolutely would have been for the author to put 
himself directly in antagonism to the spirit and 
tenor of the entire Old Testament. 

Ver. 2. Tov rév dudytev BArwy &yava vuch- 
caca. Grimm understands &@Aa (or ddor) in the 
sense of single combats, cases of suffering and 
persecution in the great battle of life (aydév); and 
renders : “ Kampfin unbeflecktem Streite bestehend.” 
Other renderings are, Bunsen’s Bibelwerk : ‘ Nach- 
dem sie im Kampfe fleckenlosen Streites gesiegt 
hat.” Gutmann: “ Nachdem sie im Kampfe 
gesiegt und den Preis des unbefleckten Lebens 
errungen hat.” De Wette: “Nachdem sie im 
unhefleckten Ehrenkampfe gesiegt hat.’  Gaab: 
“ Nachdem sie den Kampf gliicklich bestanden hat, 
Sir die unbefleckten Kampfbelohnungen.” 

Ver. 3. "Ex vd@wv = 6 é vddwy. Cf. LXX. 
at Deut. xxiii. 2. The figure is mixed, the word 
being unsuitable as applied to persons. 

Ver. 6. “Ymvos is used in this sense also at vii. 
2. Cf. Homer, Od., xi. 245.—Tlovnplas. Here 
moral impurity, vice. 

Ver. 7. The Vulgate translates év avaratce: 
by in refrigerio, as though it were év avaptter; and 
certain Roman Catholic commentators refer it to 
the lightening of the pains of purgatory through 
the prayers of the living, by which hopes of future 
deliverance are raised. Schmid, on the contrary 
(Com., in loc.), says, with some tartness, that the 
doctrine referred to is not based on this passage, 
and that this or that theologian or church father 
does not make the church. He calls attention. 
however, to the fact that heaven, as a place, in 
the language of the ancient church, is locus re- 

Srigerii. —It is noticeable that @éavw stands here 
with an infinitive, which is a rare construction, it 
being generally followed by a participle. 

Ver. 9. Grimm quotes a similar idea from 
Philo, Menander, Cicero, Seneca, and Plutarch. 

Ver. 10. The reference is undoubtedly to 
Enoch. The word used, pererédn, is the one 
commonly employed in the LXX. (Gen. v. 24), 
by the Alexandrian Jews, and the early church, 
for describing the translation of this patriarch. 
Cf. Ecclus. xliv. 16; Heb. xi. 5; and Clement of 
Rome, Ad Cor., ix.: “ Sumamus Enochum, qui in 
obedientia justus repertus, translatus fuit [werer én], 
neque mors ejus inventa est.” The passage seems 
to be used to illustrate in what the death of the 
righteous in general differs from that of others. 
It is less a death than a translation, in that they 
pass immediately into the presence of God, and 

- enjoy communion with him. 

Ver. 11. ‘Hpmdéyn. A later form for npracén. 
This word is used in the same sense in Acts viii. 
89; 2 Cor. xii. 2, 4; 1 Thess. iv..17. 

Ver. 12. ‘PeuBaocuds. Elsewhere, confined to 
eccles. Greek ; peuBd(ew being the intensive form 
of péuBew, to turn about in a circle. Cf. Marc. 
Anton., ii. 7.— Meraddever. This word was used 
by the Greeks of digging in the earth for metals. 
See Sophocles’ Lex., ad voc. The meaning “ under- 
mine,” given to it by our English translators, seems 
to be derived from this fact. But it can scarcely 
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have been the idea of the writer ; and Grimm, Gut- 
berlet, and others think that it was used by him 
as though derived from &Ados, and in the sense of 
“change,” 7. é., change for the worse. That good 
Greek writers sometimes mistovk, in this way, 
the meaning of words, by ascribing to them a 
false derivation, Grimm illustrates by the case of 
St. Mark (xii. 4), who uses the verb Kepadaiovp, 
recapitulate, go over the same thing, in the sense of 
wound in the head. —Notv, mind. This word 
occurs but seldom in the Apocrypha, or in the 
LXX. generally, and with no clearly defined 


meaning. Cf. Jud. viii. 14; 2 Mace. xv. 8; and 
the present book at ix. 15. See Cremer’s Lex., ° 
ad voc. 

Ver. 13. Being made perfect. It is used in 


a spiritual sense: his moral training having been 
eet aes The expression, according to Kleuker 
(Salomonische Denkwiirdigkeiten, p. 203), was one 
used in the Mysteries. Cf. Ecclus, xxxiy. 10. 

Ver. 14. ‘Vhe translation of the A. V. is based 
on the Vulgate and patristic citations, and has 
the support of Grotius, Luther, and others; but is 
not a correct rendering of the almost universally 
attested ,géomevcey. The passage literally trans- 
lated does not teach or encourage one to despise 
the present life. It simply shows that the soul 
of the righteous does not shrink from an early 
death, but is prepared for it, as St. Paul also 
teaches inmany places. Cf. Is. lvii. 1, and Hom., 
Od., xv. 245. 

Ver. 16. Kayudév. Second aorist part. from 
kduvw; lit., through with suffering, or wearied, 
worn out. It is used for the dead (Lat., defunc- 
tus) very commonly in Greek, in order to soft- 
en the harshness of the idea. Cf. Thucyd., iii. 
59. In Herod., i. 197, xéuvovres means also 
the sick. — Shall condemn. He does so in that 
he sets a standard in his own life to which the 
ungodly are far from attaining. —Many years. 
They are mere years, without any real life. Cf. 
verse 9. ‘ 

Ver. 17. For (ydp) refers back to karaxpive? 
in the previous verse, and gives a reason for the 
condemnation of the godless. It was their be- 
havior on the occasion of the early death of the 
righteous. — Shall see. The future is used for 
the present, or perhaps in a sort of prophetical 
sense. So Bauermeister (Com., ad loc.) : ‘ Poetico 


furore auctor correptus vaticinatur.” 


Ver. 18. TIraua. Grimm, with the A. V., 
and in harmony with the usual employment of 
this word in Greek, gives to it the signification 
carcase, corpse (Is. xiv. 9). But Gutberlet main- 
tains that the context requires the rendering 
ruin, which is also that of the Arabic and Syriac. 
Yet with this latter rendering the figure employed 
would still remain a mixed one, and the supposed 
unity of thought not thereby attained. In fact, 
the word fhe: (verse 19) would seem to form the 
point of transition from the idea of a ruined 
body to that of a ruined building. 

Ver. 19. ‘Pht. This verb was employed in 
the later Greek to express the movement by 
which a combatant hurled his antagonist to the 
ground. — From the foundation. The figure is 
that of a building prostrated by some great con- 
vulsion. 
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CHAPTER VY. 
a 

1  Tuen shall the righteous man stand in great boldness before the face of such as 
2 have afflicted him, and made no account of his labors. On seeing it, they shall be 
thrown into confusion 2 with terrible fear, and shall be amazed at the unexpected- 
3 ness of his deliverance.2 Repenting they shall say among themselves, — yea, 
because of anguish of spirit’ they shall sigh and say,® This was he, whom 
4 we fools once had® in derision, and as™ a proverb of reproach. We ® accounted 
5 his life madness, and his end to be without honor. How is he numbered among 
6 the sons of God, and how is his lot® among the saints! So’ have we erred 
from the way of truth, and the light of righteousness shone not for’ us, and the 
sun 2 rose not upon us. We surfeited ourselves in the ways of transgression 
and destruction; yea, we went through deserts, where there Jay no way; but as 
for the way of the Lord, we knew it not. What hath pride profited us? or what 
good hath riches with our vaunting brought us? All those things are passed away 
like a shadow, and as a rumor that hasteth® by ; and as a ship that passeth through 
the heaving water, which having gone” by, the trace thereof cannot be found, 
11 neither the pathway of her keel in the waves; or as when a bird hath flown through 
the air, there is no token of a way to be found; but the light air being beaten by 
the stroke of wings,’’ and parted with whizzing force is passed through with wings in 
12 motion, and therein afterwards no sign where it * went is to be found; or as ** when 
an arrow is shot at a mark, the air being parted is at once resolved into itself again, 
13 so that one™ cannot know where it went through: so also we, having been born, 
disappeared from view,” and had no sign of virtue to shew, but consumed our lives 
14 in the midst of our * wickedness.. For the hope of the ungodly 7s like dust * that 
is blown away by » the wind; and” like thin froth™ that is driven away by the * 
storm; and as.a smoke dispersed by the wind,* and passeth away as the re- 
15 membrance of a guest that tarrieth but aday. But the righteous live for ever- 
more; their reward also 7s in®° the Lord; and the care of them zs with the Most 
16 High. Therefore shall they receive the kingdom of glory and the crown of 
beauty * from the Lord’s hand; for with his right hand will® he cover them, and 
17 with Ais arm will® he protect them. He will take his jealousy as equipment,* and 
18 make the, creation a weapon for the punishment® of Ais enemies. He will 
clothe himself with *” righteousness as a breastplate, and put on *® true judgment, 
19, 20 as® a helmet. He will“ take holiness for an invincible shield; and severe 
Vers. 1-4. —1 Others: made his labors of no account. 2 A. V.: When they see it . . . . troubled (the usual ren- 
dering of tapdoow in the Apoc., but in most cases too weak). 3 strangeness of his salvation, so far beyond all that 
they looked for. Avrod is found after cwrnpias in X. 55. 258. 254. (106. 261. rijs Ocwpias, the spectacle ; cf. 2 Mace. y. 26; 
xy. 12) and is adopted by Fritzsche. *A.V.: they repenting and groaning for anguish of spirit, shall say within 
themselves (Fritzsche receives év before éavrois from III. 28. 55. 106. 155. 248. 258. al. Co. Ald. Syr. Arm. Old Lat. ; it is 
also the reading of II.). The teat. rec. reads orevdgovres, on the authority of 68. and the Old Lat. God. IT. has 


not this reading, as stated in Fritzsche’s critical apparatus, but with IIT. 157. Co. Ald., orevagovrar: X. 23. 258. 296., 
followed by Fritzsche, orevagovow ; orevagorrar, 55. 248. 254. 5 Most Codd. add cai épodow;A.V.omits. 6A. V.: 
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we had sometimes (Cod. II. with ITI. X., joins of adpoves with what precedes). 7 omitsas. 8 we fools (see previous 
verse). ® children of . . . . and his lot is (the force of the preceding ras is to be brought along). 

Vers. 6-9.—10 A. V.: Therefore (dpa; Grimm, demnach; Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, Also ; Junius, Plané). 1 hath not 
shined unto (éAapipev ; éméAopWev, 23. 65. 106. 157.; IIT. 296., év before yur). 12 sun of righteousness (Codd. 23. 248. 
253., with Co., add ris Suxavoovvys after HAros ; Old Lat., sol intelligentiz). . 18 wearied (marg., filled ourselves or sur= 
feited). 14 way of wickedness (avoulas). 15 have gone through .... have not known it.... post (dyyedta 
Geriicht, Grimm ; cf. Com.) that hasted. : 

Vers. 10-13. —16 A. V.: over the waves of the (Suepyouery kupaivopevov USwp) .... When it is gone. 1 her way. 
18 with .... her wings. 1 with the violent noise and motion of them is passed through... . she. 20 like as. 
1 it parteth the air, which immediately cometh together again so that a man. * even so we in like manner, as soon 


as we were born, began to draw to our end (for é&eAdrouev IIT. 248. Co. have e&edetromer). 28 were consumed in our 
own ive oy ae render with Grimm, Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, Osiander, Heydenreich, Schmid, Gutmann : ‘‘ but were snatched 
away,’’ etc.). 
Ver. 14-17.— A. V.: dust. Fritzsche receives xvovs (down, or dust of chaff; text. rec., xovs) from TI. ITI. X. 28. 55, 

155. Co. Ald. ; Old Lat., Janugo ; marg. of A. V., thistle down). 25 with. 20 omitsand. 27a thin froth (marg., 
chaff). Grimm and Thilo prefer, with 157. F. G., axvy (akin to xvdos); cf. xvi. 29. The former is supported by IT. 10. 
Ar. Codd. 23. 106. have os apaxvy (cobweb). The Ar., &s apaxvn kai maxvy. 28 A. V.: with the. 29 like as ine 
smoke which is dispersed here and there with a tempest. 80 with. 81 a glorious kingdom (marg., ‘ Or palace; 
unless the word be taken unproperly, as 2 Mace. ii. 17;”? ef. i. 14. The word is doubtless used by metonymy here fio 
kingdom, as the following d:45yua shows), and a beautiful crown. 82 shall. 38 shall, $4 shall take to him 

Jor complete armour. 55 creature his, 36 revenge. ol 


Vers. 18-20. —87 A. V.: shall put on (évSvcerat). 38 omits put on (wepiOjcera). instead of. 4 shall. 


ae 
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wrath will* he sharpen for a sword, and the world? shall fight to the end with® 
21 him against the unwise. Well-aimed thunderbolts shall go‘ abroad; and Jrom 
22 the clouds, as from a well drawn bow, shall they fly to the mark. And from 


a sling, Avs wrath, shall be hurled forth showers of hail; waters ® of the sea shall 


23 rage against them, and rivers shall sweep precipitously over them.® 


Yea, a mighty 


wind pall rise? up against them, and like a storm shall winnow® them away: 
and so ® iniquity shall lay waste the whole earth, and ill dealing shail overthrow the 


thrones of the mighty. 


Vers. 20-23. —1A.V.: His severe wrath shall. 
phatic, —fight through, fight to the end) with. 


2 world (6 Kécpos ; see Com.). 
4 Then shall the right aiming thunderbolts go. 
wrath shall be cast as out of a stone bow (see Com.), and the water (sing. in form, but plural in sense). 


8 shall fight (ovvexroAcujoer, em- 
5 hailstones full of 
6 the floods 


(moramot) shall cruelly drown them (cvyxdvcovew ; 106. 157. 261., cvykrcioovow (hem in —as at Red Sea? See Com.). 


7 stand. 
ef. ‘vii. 11). 


8 blow (€xAckpajoet ; 296., Ackurjoer). 


9 thus (the «at has here the force of and so, cai consecutivum ; 


CHAPTER V. 


Ver. 1. ’A@erotiyrwy. The verb means literally 
to displace; then, to set aside, disregard, as a 
treaty or oath. It is here used in the sense of 
despise, make no account of. 

Ver. 3. Grimm calls attention to the fact that 
we have here the representation that repentance 
first appearing after death has no effect to alter 
the divine purpose respecting the eternal fate of 
men. 

Ver. 5. Sons of God. Used as at ii. 13, 18. 
Cf. Acts xxvi. 18. 

Ver. 6. “Apa, so. It is found at the beginning 
of a sentence, for the most part, only in ecclesias- 
tical Greek. Cf. Winer, p. 558. 

Ver. 7. “EverAjcOnuer, we sated ourselves, be- 
came sated. For this meaning of the word, cf. 
xiii. 12; Ecclus. xxxiv. 3; Susan. ver. 32; the 
LXX. at Ex. xv. 9; and Hom., Od., xi. 452; 
Herod., i. 212. 

Ver. 9. ’AyyeAia, message, proclamation, and 
here rumor. Cf. Hom., Od., 11.30; Thucyd., vi. 36 ; 
also, the LXX. at 1 Sam. iv. 19, Ezek. vii. 26. 

Ver. 10. Tpdms, keel of a ship. In the Bib- 
lical Greek, it is found only here; rpdmos is the 
older Epic genitive, the later forms being tpdmdos 
and rpérews. The word is sometimes used, like 
the Latin carina, for the whole ship. The influ- 
ence of life in Alexandria is seen in the frequent 
allusions, by later Jewish writers, to ships and 
sailing. 

Ver. 11. Tapcév, wings. The first meaning 
of the word is a frame of wicker-work, a crate, for 
warming or drying things upon. Cf. Hom., Od., 
ix. 219. A secondary meaning is any broad, flat 
surface, as the flat of the foot, the blade of an oar, 
and the wing stretched out, and finally, the wing in 
general. 

Ver. 12. Tynels 6 ahp ci0éws eis Eavtdy dve- 
Avén, the parted air is immediately resolved 
into itself again. The aorist here, as in the 
preceding verses, is used, as a narrative aorist, 
representing the fact as having taken place in a 
way to indicate the rapid succession of events. 
Cf. Winer, pp. 277, 278. — ‘Os dyvojou., CE., for 
a like construction, 8 Macc.i. 2; Jos., Antiq., 
xiii. 7, § 2; Acts xx. 24; Heb. vii. 9. On the 
figures used in the four verses, 9-12, Cornelius a 
Lapide remarks: “ Quid umbra inanius? quid 
rumore vanius? quid navi fugacius ? quid ave volante 
velocius? quid sagitte jactu ocyus et pernicius ?” 

Ver..13. KaredaravfiOnuev. In the A. V. ren- 
dered were consumed. Others translate, —namely, 
Schmid, Grimm, Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, Gutmann, 
—on account of its being given as the reason 
why they had been able to give “no sign of vir- 
tue”: were snatched away. 











Ver. 14. At the close of verse 13, probably 
with reference to the 67: with which the present 
verse begins, Vulg. has added: “ Talia dixerunt in 
inferno hi, qui peccaverunt.” It was no doubt origi- 
nally a gloss on the margin of some MS. 

Ver. 15. Zéo.. Here used, as frequently in 
the New Testament, in the sense of leading a 
happy life ; since it is true of the godless also, as 
our author would teach, that they have in the 
future world a conscious existence. Cf. John vi. 
57; 1 John iv. 9. The present is probably used 
to give to the declaration the form of a dogmatic 
truth ; not, as Grimm thinks possible, to intimate 
that this eternal life begins in the present world. 
re In (éy) the Lord, that is, in communion with 

im. 


Ver. 17. Thy «rlow. The creation, the ma- 
terial world, with all its mighty forces. Cf. 
Judg. v. 20. 

Ver. 18. TlavorAla, equipment, 7.¢., his zeal 


represents the sum of what is afterwards given 
in detail: shield, helmet, breastplate, greaves, 
sword, and lance. Cf. Eph. vi. 11. 

Ver. 20. Grimm would translate 6 kécpos like 
4. xtlots in verse 17. Cf. Cremer on the various 
meanings of this word. Lezx., sub voce. 

Ver. 22. Q@uvuod, of wrath. It would seem 
that this word js to be taken, not as limiting werpo- 
Bodov, but as in apposition with it. The latter 
word, which we have rendered by sling, appears 
to be used in the sense of the Latin balista; a 
huge machine used in war, for throwing masses 
of stone and other things against the enemy. — 
SuymaAdcovow, sweep over. ‘This word was used 
in classical Greek in the passive to mean, to be 
washed over by the waves (so Plutarch, ii. 206 C., 
and 467 D.); and avyxAvs was what was washed 
together, hence refuse, a mob. 

Ver. 23. A mighty wind, mvedua duvduews. 
On aceount of the following comparison, Grimm 
would render by breath of the Almighty. ~The 
question has been much discussed as to the time 
of the retribution spoken of in verses 17-23 : some 
holding that those of the future world are meant ; 
others, those of the final judgment, or such as 
will precede that event. But it would seem that 
the author does not attempt to fix the time. He 
only announces general principles, such as govern 
divine providence at all times. Moreover, the 
writer, carried away by the grandeur of the ideas 
which he is seeking to express, loses sight of the 
freethinkers with whom he began, and includes 
all the enemies of God —that is, all who are not 
true Israelites— in the sweep of his quasi-pro- 
phetic denunciations. 
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CHarter VI. 


1 Hear therefore, O ye kings, and understand ; learn, ye that be judges of the ends 
2 of the earth. Give ear, you that rule a host," and glory ina® multitude of nations. 
3 For the rulership is given you from the Lord, and the sovereignty * from the High- 
4 est, who shall try your works, and search out your counsels. Because, being min- 

isters of his kingdom, you have not judged aright, nor kept the law, nor walked 

5 after the will‘ of God, fearfully and speedily will he come upon you; for a sharp 

6 judgment is taken on® them that be in high places. For the lowest is pardonable 

7 through mercy :® but mighty men shall be mightily chastised. For he who is 

Lord over all will” fear no man’s person, neither will * he stand in awe of any man’s 

8 greatness; for he made small*® and great, and careth for all alike. But a sharp 

inquiry ’° shall come upon the mighty. : 

9 Unto you therefore, O rulers, do I speak, that ye may learn wisdom, and not 
10 fall away. For they that keep holiness holily shall be judged holy ;” and they 
11 that have learned it shall find a defense. Wherefore be desirous of ® my 
12 words; yearn for them,’ and ye shall become instructed.” Wisdom is glorious, 

and never fadeth away ; and? she is easily recognized ” of them that love her, and 
13 found of such as seek her. She anticipates” them that desire her, that she may 
14 make” herself first known unto them. He who ™ seeketh her early shall have no 
15 great travail; for he shall find her sitting at his doors. For to meditate about a 
her 7s perfection of understanding ;** and he who is wakeful on her account ~ shall 
16 quickly be without care. For she goeth about seeking such as are worthy of her, 
and *° sheweth herself favorable unto them in their ” ways, and meeteth * them in 
17 every thought. For the surest beginning of her is a* desire of instruction ; * 
18 and care for instruction 7s love for her; and love 7s keeping her ™* laws; and 
19 giving * heed unto her laws is assurance ® of incorruption ; and incorruption maketh 
20, 21 ws near unto God; so a desire for ** wisdom bringeth to a kingdom. If then 
your delight be in thrones and sceptres, O ye rulers * of the people, honor wisdom, 
22 that ye may reign for evermore. But*® as for wisdom, what she is, and how she 
arose,” I will tell you, and will not hide mysteries from you; but will seek her out 
from the beginning of creation,” and bring the knowledge of her into light, and will 
23 not pass by * the truth. Nor indeed will I walk ” with consuming envy ; for this # 
24 shall have no fellowship with wisdom. But a multitude of wise men ¢s the salva- 
25 tion of the world; and a discreet king 7s the weal “ of the people. Receive there- 
fore instruction through my words, and it shall do you good. 


Vers..1-8.—1A. V.: the people (see Comt.). 2 in the. 3 power (Jun., potentia ; see Com.) is given you of the 
Lord and sovereignty. 4 counsel (BovAjv). 5 horribly .... shall he come... . shall be to (see Com.). (Codd. 28. 
55. 155. 253. 254. supply oAeOpos after duty.) 6 mercy will soon pardon the meanest (see Co7m.). 7 tormented. For 
he which is... . shall: 8 shall. ® hath made the small. 10 sore trial (see Com.). 

Vers. 9-14.— A, V.: kings (t¥pavvoc). 12 (marg., justified ; see Com.). 18 have learned such things (§Sax0évrTes 
aura). 14 what to answer (marg., a defence). 15 set your affection upon (eémiOupjoate). 16 desire them (roOycare ; 
avtovs is to be understood). M7 be instructed (Grimm, wnd so werdet thr gebildet werden). 18 yea. 19 seen (Wahl 
gives the verb here the meaning of contemplor, i. e., ‘‘ cwm attentione vel admiratione video,” Clavis, ad voc. ; but the 
context is against it). 20 preventeth. 21 in making. 22 Whoso. Instead of emi after opOpicas (as II. 23. 68. 157. 


Clem. of Alex.) Codd. TIT. 55. 106. 155. 248. 253. 254, 261. 296. with Co. have zpés, which is the more common preposition 
found after this verb in the LXX. 

Vers. 15-20.— 8 A, V.: To think, therefore (yap), upon. 24 wisdom (dpovycews). 25 whoso watcheth for her (8? 
avtyv ; see Com.). 26 omits and. 27 the (rats; but with the force of the personal pronoun). °8 For vravra of 
the text. rec. Fritzsche has received amavrq from III. X. 28. 55. 106. and Co. (see Com.). 29 A. V.: very true (dA7- 
Oeatary ; see Com.). 30 7s the. 81 discipline (marg., nurture — madecas ; of. iii. 11; vii. 15). 82 the care of 
discipline ts love. 88 the keeping of her. 54 the giving. 80 the assurance, 86 therefore the desire of. For 
dpa 106. 155. 157. 258. 254. 261. 296. read yap ; 248. Co., yap apa. ' 

Vers. 21-25. —*7 A. V.: If your delight be then... . kings. 388 omits But. 89 came up. 40 her nativity 
(ysvéoews ; I render, with Grimm and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, against Wahl who gives the word here the meaning of origo, 
ortus ; ef. Com.). 41 pass over. # Neither will I go (ovre whv — cvvodevow ; 106. 261. read pay for wyv ; ef. Com.). 
43 such a man (obros ; rovovTos, 107. 258; see Com. Codd. III. 28. 55. 157. read Kowwvet for KoLvwVvigec). 44 the mul- 
titude of the wise is the welfare of... . wise king is the upholding (“‘ Wohlstand,”? Wahl’s Clavis, sub voce), 


Cuarrer VI. 


Ver. 1. Hear and understand. The same|farthest removed. The expression is common 
Greek words, dkovery and ovviévar are connected | also in the classics, Cf. Hom., Z1., viii. 4, 7, 8; 
together in the LXX. at Is. vi. 9 (cf. Matt. xiii. | Thucyd., i. 69. rae 
14).— The “ends of the earth” are the lands! Ver. 2. TIAfGovs, host. So named in con- 
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rast with the few rulers. All earthly sovereigns 
seem to be meant, not excepting those of Rome, 
aete whose rule Egypt must have been at this 
ime. 

Ver. 3. The Vulgate also translates kpdrnots 
by power (potestas); but it means power to rule, 
i.e., command, and so dominion. It is nearly 
synonymous with 8vvacrela in the following 
clause. Cf., for a similar thought, Prov. viii. 15, 
16; Dan. ii. 21; Rom. xiii. 1-7; 1 Pet. ii.13; and 
our Saviour’s words to Pilate, John xix. 11. 

Ver. 4. The law. That law of which Paul 
speaks in Rom. i. 19-21. The 87: which begins 
the verse is codrdinate with that of the preceding 
verse. 

Ver. 5. A sharp judgment is taken (y(vera) 
on. It isa general statement, given in the form 
of a conclusion from what precedes, and hence 
better represented by the present. The preposi- 
tion év might be rendered also*“ among,” ¢. e., in 
the circle of. 

Ver. 6. Svyyvwords éeorw edgous, is pardon- 
able through mercy. The last word expresses 
the source whence the pardon proceeds. Cf. 
Winer, p. 185 f., The Syriac has paraphrased 
eddxiotos by @ smail but wise king. — Chastised, 
punished, érac@jcovra. This verb means to ex- 
amine the truth of a thing, test, and is not used in 
the present sense in the classics; but there are 
similar examples in the LXX. Cf. Gen. xii. 17; 
Reclus. xxiii. 10; and the present book at xi. 10. 
On the thought, see Luke xii. 47 f. 

Ver. 7. So Job xxxiv. 19: “That accepteth 
not the persons of princes, nor regardeth the 
rich more than the poor? for they all are the 
work of his hands.” — Made small and great. 
That is, as persons. It is not said that he has 
made them small and great. — ‘Ooiws is used in the 
sense of communiter, “in general.” None are over- 
looked. 

Ver. 8. The mighty. It is understood that 
the mighty do not use their power as they ought. 


—*Epevva. It is an inquisition, search, or trial by 
torture. 
Ver. 9. Wot fall away, uw} maparécnre. This 


verb sometimes occurs in an ethical sense in clas- 
sical Greek (Polyb., xii. 7, 2; viii. 13, 8; Xen., 
Hell., i. 6, 4) ; and in Biblical Greek generally sig- 
nifies a falling away in consequence of a blame- 
worthy carelessness. In the latter case mimrew 
has the force of to throw one’s self down rather 
than of te fall. , 

Ver. 10. ‘Ociws ra fo1a, holy things holily. 


—“Oows = TOF, in the Old Testament and in 


the LXX. generally used to translate it. It is 
but rarely found in the New Testament. See 
Acts ii. 27, xiii. 35; Heb. vii. 26; and a few 
other places. — Aird refers back to ra dou in the 
preceding clause. 

Ver. 11. “Em@uuhoare.... Tay Adywy. Verbs 
of longing and desire often take the genitive of 
the thing longed for. The present verb, with but 
one exception (Matt. v. 28; and‘according to 
some readings this would form no exception), 
always in the New Testament takes the genitive. 
See also 1 Mace. iv. 17; xi. 11. — Become in- 
structed. “ Acquiretis radelay = disciplinam, i.e., 
morum castigationem et compositionem.” — Corn. a 
Lap. 

er. 12. Cf. our Saviour’s words (Luke vii. 
35): “ But wisdom is justified of all her children.” 

Vers. 13, 14. Cf. Ecclus, iv. 12; John vii. 38 ; 

Rev. iii. 20. — Have no great travail (comidcer). 
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Lit., shall not get tired, that is, in seeking here and 
there. —Tév muddy. The plural is used, perhaps 
because the great ones of the earth are kept in 
view. Cod. X. reads mAovrav. 

Ver. 15. Understanding. The Greek word 
is @povnots. It should not have been translated 
“wisdom,” when the context plainly makes a dis- 
tinction between them. It is difficult to give its 
exact rendering. It means a proper insight into 
the various relations of life. It is a practical 
quality, and may be rendered sagacity, insight, 
prudence, or, as here, understanding. — He that 
is wakeful (a&ypumvjoas) on her account shall 
shortly be without care (duépiuvos). 

Ver. 16. Kal ev mdon enwoia arava adrois. 
Others translate: meets them with all attention. 
Cf. Com. of Grimm. 

Ver. 17. The Vulgate and most commentators 
join dAnbeorarn with émduuia, and translate it in 
the sense of most sincere; but this does not agree 
so well with the context as the rendering we have 
given, which is also that of De Wette, Gutmann, 
Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, and Grimm. 

Ver. 18. Cf. our Lord’s words, John xiv. 21, 
24,— Laws, vduo.. Usually évroAai is used in 
this sense in the Old Testament Greek. Cf., 
however, the LXX. at Jer. xxxi. 33; Ezek. v. 6; 
2 Macc. iv. 17, vii. 9: and also Heb. x. 16, where 
the Old Testament is cited. 

Vers. 19, 20. Philo (according to Dihne, i. 
331 ff.) has the same general idea with respect to 
a blessed immortality, —that it is the fruit of 
virtue and the fear of God. — Near to God, i.e. 
brings us into spiritual likeness and communion 
with Him. —’A@@apcla, incorruption, as at 1 Cor, 
xy. 42. It was used by Philo to express the idea 
of immortality. Here, as well as at ii. 23, 4 
Mace, xvii. 12, Rom. ii. 7, 2 Tim. i. 10, it includes 
the thought of an immortality that is blessed. — 
A kingdom. Dominion in the future world is 
meant, as the connection shows and the law of 
climax demands. Cf. Rom. y. 17; 1 Cor. iv. 8; 
2"Tim, 1) 12. 

Ver. 22, Mysteries. The Alexandrian Jews 
would not have thought it necessary or right to 
conceal, after the manner of the Greek philoso- 
phers, anything from their fellow-countrymen as 
though it were too sacred or too deep for them to 
understand. To them there were no initiated or 
uninitiated, — nothing that was simply esoteric. 
Grimm quotes Philo, also, as saying, in disparage- 
ment of such a course on the part of the philos- 
ophers: POdvos yap apeths Sipicrorou. — Teverews. 
The A. V. would supply airs. But if the refer- 
ence had been to the beginning, origin of wisdom, 
this word would not have been omitted. Crea- 
tion in general is clearly meant. Cf. Mark x. 6, 
xiii. 19; 2 Pet. ii. 4, and chap. x. of the present 
book. —Etiyvid¢ew is used only in ecclesiastical 
Greek for the classical e&ixvevew. 

Ver. 23. Svuvodelrw, walk with, have to do with, 
Probably chosen on account of its similarity of 
sound to mapodedow in the preceding line. Cf. 
Ovid’s pieture of envy (Metam., ii. 775 ff.) : — 
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‘¢ Pallor in ore sedet, macies in corpore toto ; 
Nusywam recta acies ; livent rubigine dentes ; 
Pectora felle virent ; lingua est suffusa veneno,”’ etc. 


— ola in the dative as personified after cowwvh- 
ce (cf. 1 Tim. v. 22), or,as Winer (p. 200) would 
explain it, on account of the notion of community 
implied in the verb. Such a construction, also, 
occurs not infrequently in classical Greek. Cf. 
Liddell and Scott’s Greek Lez., sub voce. — Obros 
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refers to envy. The Vulgate, followed by the 
A. V., has talis homo. 

The admonitions of this chapter would seem to 
be out of harmony with our author’s ideas as 
expressed at v. 17 ff. and vi. 5, where he an- 
nounces God’s judgments upon the heathen em- 
pires of the world, unless we consider that he 
there predicts what will take place in case they 
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the other hand, that these predictions were uite 
too positive to admit of such a supposition. till, 
the Old Testament Scriptures furnish us an ex- 
ample, in the preaching of Jonah at, Nineveh, 
where the announcement of divine judgments 
was no less positive; and yet they were condi- 
tioned, as the event proved, on the moral attitude 
of the Ninevites, as over against such a proclama- 





show no repentance. Grimm is of the opinion, on | tion. 





Cuapter VII. 

I mysetr also am a mortal man, as all others,! and offspring* of him that was 
first made of the earth, and in my mother’s womb was fashioned as ® flesh in ee 
time of ten months, being compacted in blood, of the seed of man, and pleasure 
that came with sleep. And on being born, I drew in the common alr, and fell 
upon the earth, which is of like nature with all,> and the first sound ° which I 
uttered was crying, as is true of all.” I was nursed in swaddling clothes, and 
6 cares.® For there ts no king that had any other beginning of being. But ® all 
men have one entrance into life, and the like going out. 

Wherefore I prayed, and understanding was given me; I called upon God, and 
the spirit of wisdom came to me. I preferred her before sceptres and thrones, and 
esteemed riches as” nothing in comparison with" her. Neither compared I unto 
her a priceless stone,” because all gold in respect to her is a little sand, and silver 
shall be counted as clay beside her. I loved her above health and beauty, and 
chose to have her instead of light; for the light that cometh from her never goeth 
out. But all good things came to me together with her, and innumerable riches 
through™ her hands. And I rejoiced in all,* because wisdom goeth before them ; 
and I knew not that she was the mother of them. I both learned without guile,” 
and communicate without envy; I do not hide her riches. For she is a 
treasure unto men that never faileth; which they that use have provided for 
themselves ® a friendship with ® God, being commended on account of gifts that 
come from, learning. But me may God grant™ to speak as I would, and to think 
worthily of * the things that are given me ;* because he is both the guide of wisdom 
and the directer of the wise. For in his hand are both we and our words; all 
skill* also, and knowledge of workmanship. For he gave me trustworthy *° 
knowledge of the things that are, namely: to know how the world was fashioned,” 
and the force * of the elements; beginning, and ending, and midst of times ; 
alternations of solstices, and changes of seasons ;* circuits of years,” and 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5, 
a 
8 
9 


10 
11 


15 


16 
any, 


18 
19 


Vers. 1-7. 1A. V.; man, like toall. (According to Reusch, Cod. X. is alone in omitting dv@pw7os, but this is also 
true of II. in its original form. A corrector has written it in a contracted form over ‘gos -) 2 the offspring. 3 to 
be. 4 the pleasure. Instead of tmve of the teat. rec. (as 11. I11.), Codd. X. 28. 106, 253. 261. with Vulg. Ar. Arm. 
read jrvov. This word might be freely rendered ‘‘ conception.” 5 A. V.: when I was born. .. . which ts of like 
nature (see Com.). 6 voice. 7 all others do. For mwaovv ica (as II. IIT. 28.) X. 106. 253. 261. read aracw. But 
this change probably arose from the objection felt to having iva follow ouoiav. For the same reason Grabe, Arnald, © 
Schleusner, and Gaab, would substitute Aka (with Co.; 248., joa —ioa, or iva) for toa, while Codd. F. G. left out the 
latter word. Grimm, Reusch, and Fritzsche follow the text. rece. See Com. 8 A. V.: that with cares (Fritzsche re- 
jects év (supported by II. 28. text. rec.) it not being found in III. X. 55, 106. 253. 254. 296.). 9 birth (yevéerews 5 ef. 
vi. 22. and Com.). For. 

Vers 8-12.—19 A. V.: omits as. 11 of. 12 any precious stone. For ariunrov (text. rec., Ald., marg. of A. V.), 
248. 258. Co. Vulg. read tiov. 13 A.V: of her is as (Codd. 28. 248. 296. supply as before Waupos.) ... before 
(évavriov, over against ; but the meaning here is, in comparison with). 14 All good things together came to me with 
eins ihe 15 them all. The reading of the teat. rec. is yevérw (so IIL. 55. Vulg. Arm.); Il. X2 28. 268. EH. H. I. Ar., 
yeveow ; 261. B., yevérnv. Probably the variations arose from the fact that the word was new. 

Vers. 18-20.—16 A. V.: L learned diligently (marg., without guile). 17 do communicate her liberally (marg., with- 


out envy). 18 which (6 for év, 28. 253. H.) they that use (kryodmevor, TIT. 55. 106. 157. 254, 261. 296. A. B. ©. D. F. G.) 
become, 19 the friends of. 20 for the (dca) gifts. 21 God hath granted me (Sé5wxey, Co. Ald. Vulg. Ar.; marg. 


of A. V., God grant ; see Com.). 22 conceive as is meet (aévoy, 261.) for. 23 are given me (marg., are to be spoken 
of; Fritzsche receives Aeyoudvay (text. rec., IL. 68. 157. 248. 253. Vulg., deSouevwv, which is preferred by Grimm and 
Reusch) from III. X. 23. 55. 106. 254. 261. 296. A. B. D. HE. H. Syr. Ar, Arm. 244A. V.: leadeth unto wisdom and 
directeth (see Com.). 25 wisdom (povyots ; special meaning determined by the context). 26 hath given me certain 
(apevdy, trustworthy). 27 made (‘ harmonische Organisation der Welt,’? Grimm ; constructio, Wahl). 28 operation 
(€vepyecav). 29 the beginning (see Com.), ending and midst of the times: the alterations of the turning of the sun, 
and the change of seasons (106. 261. omit carpav ; see Com.). 30 the circuits of years. Fritzsche receives éviavrod 
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20 positions’ of stars; natural qualities 

powers of spirits,? and reasonings* of 
21 
22 


of animals, and fury? of wild beasts ; 
men; diversities® of plants, and virtues ° 


of roots 5 and all such things as are either secret or manifest, I knew ;" for 
wisdom, which is the artificer® of all things, taught me. 


For in® her is an un- 


derstanding spirit, holy, one only, manifold, subtile, facile,” clear, undefiled, plain, 
not subject to hurt, loving the thing that is good, sharp, unrestrained,” ready to 


23 


do good, kind to man, steadfast, trustworthy,” free from care, having all power, . 


overseeing all things, and permeating all intelligent, pure, and most subtile spir- 


24 
25 


its.8 For wisdom ?s more mobile than any motion; and she also passeth * and 
goeth through all things by reason of her pureness. 


For she is a breath ¥ of the 


power of God, and a pure effluence *° from the glory of the Almighty ; therefore no 


26 defiled thing falls” into her. 


For she is a reflection #8 of the everlasting light, and 


an® unspotted mirror of the efficiency of God, and image” of his goodness. 


27 
she maketh all things new ; 
28 souls, she equippeth* friends of God, 


29 


And though but” one, she can do all things; and though ™ remaining in herself, 
and from generation to generation * entering into holy 


and prophets. For God loveth none but 


him that dwelleth with wisdom. For she is more beautiful than the sun, and above 


every position * of stars; being compared with the light, she is found superior.” 
30 For after this cometh night; but vice shall not prevail against wisdom. 


from III. X. 55. 157. 248. 253. 254. 296. Co. Old Lat. Buseb. 
Origen, Syr. Arm.). It is not easy to decide between them, and I have retained the latter. 
8 the violence of winds (see Co7m.). 


2 the natures of living creatures, and the furies. 
diversities. 6 the virtues. 
Vers. 21-24.—7 A. V.: 


them I know (so Gaab and Wahl ; 
with Bunsen’s Bibelwerk (became acquainted with) and Grimm (erkannte). 


The teat. rec. has évavrdv (with IT. 28. 68. 106. 261. 
1A. V.: the positions. 
4 the reasonings. 5 the 


put the context requires the past, and I render accordingly 
8 worker (rexviris). 9 The ev before avry 


is omitted in ITI. 55. 106. 157. 254. 261.296. A. B. F. G.I. Euseb. It is supported on the basis of the other MS. author- 


ities by Grimm and Reusch, and retained by Fritzsche. 
2 sure. 
... . motion ; she passeth. 

Vers. 25-30.—15 A. V.: the breath. 


(omits and). 20 power (évepyeias) . . . . the image. 
sary for clearness). 23 jn all ages (kara ‘yeveds), 

25 all the order (@éow = 
the arrangement of the heavenly bodies. 


ING AES 
13 going through (see Com.) all understanding, pure, and most subtil spirits. 


16 influence flowing (marg., stream). 

literally, falls in by the way, steals in, 7. e., gets in without being noticed). 

21 being but (lit., but not clear). 
24 maketh them (kataokeva¢er ; might be rendered, prepares). 

Stellung, Gaab, Wahl, Grimm and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk ; it might, however, refer especially to 

26 before it (porépa; 106. 261. B., Aapmporépa, an obvious gloss). 


11 quick, which cannot be letted. 
14 moving (kuyTiKdTepov) 


subtil, lively. 


17 can... . fall (mapeymimrer ; more 
18 the brightness (see Cov7.). 19 the 
22 omits though (neces- 


CuarTer VIL. 


Ver. 1. [pwrorAdorou, first made. Cf. x. 1. 
Grimm thinks that the writer himself may have 
coined this word. It came into use only in pa- 
tristic Greek, and always as referring to our first 
parents. Cf. Sophocles’ Lex., ad voc. 

Ver. 2. “EyaAvonv, fashioned. The word 
means first to hollow out, as a ship, then to en- 
grave or carve in wood or stone. Herod., vii. 
69. — Sdpé, flesh, 7.¢., the simple material. If 
the organism had been referred to, capa would 
have been doubtless used. On the ideas of flesh 
and spirit as found in the Old Testament, see 
Wendt, Notiones Carnis et Spiritus, etc. (Gottinge. 
1877). Cf. also Cremer’s Lez., ad voc. — Ten 
months. Possibly lunar months of twenty-eight 
days are meant ; or, the mouths of the civil year 
among the Greeks, Romans, and Egyptians, be- 
ing one day shorter than ours up to the time of 
Julius Cesar, ten months are given as a round 
number for nine and one-half months. It was, at 
least in the ancient times, a common way for 
designating the period of pregnancy. See Virgil 
(Helog., iv. 61): “Matri longa decem tulerunt 
fastidia menses.” _ Cf. also Ovid (fast., i. 33). 
The passage in 2 Mace. vii. 27 is, however, an 
exception. —Ilayels, compacted. This word is 
used of blood in the classics in the sense of co- 
agulated, and of milk as curdled. — With sleep, 
i.e., with conception. Cf. iv. 6. At Ps. cxxxix. 
13-15; Eccles. xi. 5; 2 Mace. vii. 22, the matter 
is otherwise represented. 








Ver. 3. Which is of like nature, duo.oTa6y, 
i.e. to the man. This is also the rendering of 
the Vulgate (similiter factam terram), Schleusner, 
and De Wette. Others (Gutmann, Dereser) ren- 
der: which brings similar suffering. According to 
Grimm, Bunsen’s Bibelw., Gutberlet, and others, 
the idea is, rather, that he held the same relation 
to the earth and the air that others did: expe- 
riences the same from all; i. e., is trodden upon, 
used by all alike, — Mpérny gwvhy thy dwolav 
nacw ica KAalwy. Lit., the first sound the same 
with all, in like manner, weeping = giving out the 
first sound as all do, in weeping. 

Ver. 5. Terécews. Of origin, becoming; but 
here in the sense of life, being. Grimm thinks it 
should have the same meaning at James iil. 6. 

Ver. 7. Cf. 1 Kings iii. 5 ff.; iv. 29. It is to 
be noticed that special power is here ascribed to 
prayer. Cf. viii. 21; Jas. i. 5. 

Ver. 8. ’Ev cvyxplost, in comparison. In this 
sense in use only since the time of Alexander the 
Great. It is used as meaning “form,” “ mode,” 
in the LXX. at Numb. ix. 3. 

Ver. 9. ’Artunrov, precious. Lit., unhonored, 
unprized, but here in the sense that it is above all 
price, inestimable. Cf. 3 Mace. iii. 23, — Clay, 


anads. Perhaps here mud, for which the word 
was not infrequently used. Herod., ii. 5; iv. 
28. 


Ver. 10. Above (Smép) health. This preposi- 
tion with the accusative signifies beyond, away 
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over. See Winer, p. 403; Buttmann, p. 335, — 
Never goeth out, dkolunrov. Lit., never sleeping, 
unresting. It is used in the classics of the ocean. 
Bretschneider would give it here the idea effica- 


cie nunquam intermittentis. Lex., sub voce. Cf. 
v. 6. 
Ver. 11. Through her hands, by means of 


her. — TWAovros is rendered in the Vulgate in this 
passage, as often, by honestas. 

Ver. 12. Knew not that she was the mother 
of them, He had prayed for wisdom, without 
knowing that, if he had that, other good things 
such as are here mentioned would also be given. 
—Tevéris for yevéreipa. The former seems to 
occur only here. Grimm calls attention to the 
imperfect qyvdour as showing that, long after the 
person mentioned had obtained earthly riches, he 
is represented as being unaware of the fact that 
they were really due to wisdom. This, however, 
is an exaggeration of our writer, made for the 
purpose of doing greater honor to his hero. Gut- 
berlet, on the contrary, thinks the imperfect may 
be used for the pluperfect ; and with reference to 
the remark of Winer, that one need never take 
the latter for the former, says that it would be 
by all means better so to use it than to assume 
with Grimm that the author has said more than 
he ought! 

Ver. 13. ’AddAws. Not diligently (A. V.), but 
without guile, that is, as not having a selfish inter- 
est therein. — Do not hide (aroxpirroum). The 
present is used as showing that it was something 
that he was not accustomed to do, to conceal. 

Ver. 15. ’Euo) dé. The pronoun is placed at 
the beginning for emphasis. — Ts codius ddnyés. 
Not leader to wisdom (A. V.), but leader of wis- 
dom, since the ral... . kal show that the two 
clauses, this and the following one, are parallel. 

Ver. 18. Beginning .... of times. The 
reference is apparently to astronomical chron- 
ology. Grotius, Gaab, and others would para- 
phrase: “That I may know when the fall [be- 
ginning of the year], the summer [the end], and 
the winter and spring [the middle] properly 
come.” Others refer it to the three divisions of the 
Greek month. — Tpow@y dAdrayds. These words 
have been variously rendered: changes of cus- 
toms ; changes in the revolutions [of the constella- 
tions] ; changes produced by the revolutions, i.e. in 
nature as it respects climate, etc.; changes, in 
nature produced by the solstices ; and changes, alter- 
nations of the solstices. Grimm, with Wahl and 
many others, decides for the last as agreeing best 
with the context. Cf. LXX. at Deut. xxxiii. 14; 
Jas. i. 17. The latter word is used by Justin 
(Apol., i. 23) to denote “regeneration ;” in the 
apocryphal Acts as synonymous with ora@uds, 
“stage,” a place where relays of horses were 
taken. Cf. Sophocles’ Lexr., ad voc. — Seasons, 
kaip@v. Probably also the change of months, and 
of day and night, is included. 

Ver. 20. Violence of winds (mvevudrwy Blas). 
This is the rendering of the Vulgate (vim vento- 
rum),and of many commentators. It could mean, 
however, powers of spirits, i. e., good and bad angels, 
and the latter meaning is to be preferred as best 
suiting the connection. It was not to be expected 
that the winds would be spoken of between ani- 








mals and men. Cf. also iv. 4, Blas dvéuwy is used 
for the former idea. It was the teaching of 
Josephus (Antiq., viii. 2, § 5), and of the rabbins, 
that Solomon had power over the spirit world. — 
Virtues, 7. e., medicinal virtues. 

Ver. 21. The assertion here made must be 
taken in a rhetorical sense, since otherwise our 
author would make the supposed Solomon some- 
thing more than human. 

Vers. 22, 23. There are, according to the 
Greek text, twenty-one things ascribed by the 
author to wisdom, —and probably with design, 
as twenty-one is the product of the two sacred 
numbers 7 and 3. Much was made of the first of 
these numbers in Alexandrian speculations. The 
different qualities of wisdom as thus described do 
not seem to admit of a particular classification, 
although the attempt has often been made, 
Grimm calls attention to the fact that what is 
here said of copia is not to be confounded with 
what Philo (De Confus. Ling., sec. 28), evidently 
following the example of the Stoics, says of the 
divine Adyos, aS &yyeAos moAvévupos; and also 
refers to a passage in Clement cf Alexandria 
(Prot., vi. 72) cited by Nitzsch, which is similar 
to ours in imputing a long list of noble qualities 
to “the Good.” He also agrees with Lipsius (De 
Clementis Rom. Ep. ad Corinth. Disquisitio, p. 102) 
in thinking that, on the basis of the present pas- 
sage, the Greek Fathers, from Clement of Rome 
on, named Proverbs, Keclesiasticus, and the pres- 
ent book ravdperos cooia. 

Ver. 24. By reason of her pureness, 7. ¢., spirit- 
uality, freedom from what is material. This idea 
applied to God, as soul of the world, was a favor- 
ite one with the Stoics, who, according to Grimm 
(cf. citations in his Com., ad ioc.) often used these 
very two verbs, dijcew and xwpety, in connection, 
to express the same thought. 

Ver, 25, Falls into her (eis abriy mapeumimret). 
It is one of the beautiful properties of light, that 
it can come in contact with what is unclean, with- 
out itself becoming contaminated. Cf. John i. 5. 

Ver. 26. ’Aratyacua, brightness (A. V.). Lit., 
radiation, reflection, from admavyd(w, to radiate, to 
reflect. It is found only in the later Greek. Cf, 
Heb. i. 3. The usage of Philo gives the sense reflex, 
and also radiation, to the word. Cf., for other 
examples of the use of the word, Sophocles’ Zez., 
ad voc. On the basis of the present passage, a 
mirror (specula sine macula) is sometimes found in 
connection with later pictures representing the 
immaculate conception. 

Ver. 27. Remaining in herself, 7. e., remain- 
ing herself, undergoing no change. — And proph- 
ets. This is not the usual Jewish view of the 
dying out of the spirit of prophecy, but is that of 
Josephus and Philo. Cf. Bell. Jud., i. 3, § 5; ii. 
8, § 12; ili. 8, §$ 8, 9. 

Ver. 28. Dwelleth with (cvvoicovvra). The 
full meaning would be: 7s married to and makes his 
home with. 

Ver. 29. Position of stars. She is above that 
harmony which is so admirable in the position 
and movement of the heavenly bodies. 

Ver. 30, She is superior to light, in that light 
gives place to darkness in the order of day and 
night ; but wisdom does not so yield to evil. 
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CHAPTER WEI. 


Anp she’ reacheth from one end to the other? mightily ; and well® doth she 
order all things. I loved her, and sought Aer out from my youth, and I sought to make 
her my spouse, and became * a lover of her beauty. In that she liveth together 5 with 
God, she magnifieth her noble origin and ® the Lord of all things himselj loved her. 
For she is initiated into’ the mysteries of the knowledge of God, and is a chooser 8 
of his works. And if® riches be a possession to be desired in this life, what is 
richer than wisdom, that worketh all things? And if intelligence ® work, who of 
all that are is more of an artificer than she? And if a man love righteousness, her 
products ” are virtues ; for she teacheth thoroughly” temperance and prudence, 
righteousness * and fortitude, than which nothing is more profitable to men in life.44 

8 And also” if a man desire much experience, she knoweth the things of old, and 
divineth * what is to come; she knoweth the subtilties of speeches, and the solutions 
of riddles ;” she foreseeth signs and wonders, and issues!’ of seasons and times. 

9 Therefore I resolved to lead her home as a life-companion, knowing that she would 

10 be to me » a counseller of good things, and a comfort in cares and grief. Because 
of her I shall have glory in popular assemblies,” and honor with the elders, though I 
11 de young. I shall be found sagacious* in judgment, and shall be admired in the 
12 sight of great men. When Iam silent they shall bide my leisure, and when I 
speak, they shall give attention ; and if I speak longer * they shall lay their hands 
13 upon their mouth. Because * of her I shall obtain immortality, and leave behind 
14 me an everlasting memorial to them that come after me. I shall govern peoples, 
15 and nations ® shall be subject unto me. Terrible tyrants shall be afraid on hearing * 
16 ofme; I shall appear capable in counsel,” and valiant in war. Having * come 
into mine house, I will refresh* myself with her ; for communion with her® hath 
no bitterness ; and to live with her hath no sorrow, but mirth and joy. 
17 ~ Having* considered these things with ” myself, and pondered them in mine heart, 
18 that * to be allied unto wisdom is immortality; and that it is a pure delight * to 
have her friendship ; and that in the works of her hands are infinite riches; andin 
the earnest practice of communion *® with her, prudence; and in participation in 
19 her discourses, fame: *° I went about seeking how to take her to myself.” But I 
20 was a clever *® child, and received a good soul.” Yea rather, being good, I came 
21 into a body undefiled. Since, however,” I perceived that I could not otherwise ob- 
tain*! her, except God gave her me—and this also was a matter of insight,” to 
know whose gift she was —I prayed unto the Lord, and besought him, and with 
my whole heart I said, 


Vers. 1-4. —1 A. V.: Wisdom. 2 another (see Com.). 8 sweetly (marg., profitably). 4 youth ; I desired 
----and I was. 5 js conversant. 6 her nobility (evyéverav): yea. 7 privy to (marg., teacher ; puvates ; see Com.). 
8 and a lover (marg., chooser ; aipéris ; evpéris, 55. 106. A.; evpérns, 261. C. D. H.; Old Lat., electrix). 

Vers. 5-8.—9 A. V.: If. 10 prudence (ppovyats). 11 a more cunning workman (jsaAAdv éore Texvitys). .. . la- 
pours (mévor, but obviously to be taken by metonymy for the fruits of labor; cf. x. 10). 2 omits thoroughly (which 
is the force of the preposition é« (Ald. év, in exdidacxer). 13 justice (Sucarogvvny). 14 which are such things, as 
men can have nothing more profitable in their life. 15 omits And also. 16 things .... conjectureth aright (Fritzsche, 
with Grimm and Reusch, receives cixdger from III. X. 23. 157. 248. 261., A.B. C.D. E. F. G. I, Co., Clem. of Alex. 
Old Lat. Syr. Ar. instead of cixagew of the text. rec., supported by Il. C. 55, Arm.). 17 can expound dark sentences 
(Adoets aivtyparwrv). 18 the events. : @ 

Vers. 9-16.—19 A. V.: purposed to take her to me to live with me (Codd. 106. 248. Co. add euavrg — ef. ver. 2— to 
ayay2o0ar ; C. omits ayayecdar, and Grimm says that it is a pity that only C. does it) toes would be. ; 20 For her sake 

. . estimation among the multitude (Wahl renders in concionibus nationum — scil. edvev ; Grimm, in Volksversamm- 
lungen ; cf. Xen., Hell., ii. 2,21; Mem., iii. 7, 5). -1 of a quick conceit. 22 hold my tongue. ... good ear unto 
me ; if I talk much (Aadodyros éxt rActov ; cf. 2 Mace. xii. 36). 23 Moreover by the means. 24 (marg., govern) set 
the people in order. 2 the nations. 26 Horrible. . . . when they do but hear. is be found good (see Com.) 
among the multitude (év 7A7jGe. seems to refer to the popular assembly ; so Bunsen’s Bibelwerk: im Rath werde ich 
tiichtig erscheinen). 28 After I am. 29 repose. 50 her conversation. is 

Vers. 17-21. —%1 A. Y.: Now when I. 82 in, 83 how that. 34 great pleasure at is (see Com.). 35 exercise 
of conference (see Com.; OU. 157. read yuuvacig). 6 talking with her (év kowwviq Aoyav abriis), a good report (marg., 
fame). 87 take her to me (marg., marry her). 38 For I was a witty. 89 had a good spirit. a Nevertheless, 
when (6 ort). 41 See Com. 42 A. V.: and that was (kai tod70 8° jv; C. X. have éy for 6’ #v; but it seems to have 
been simply a mistake of transcription) a point of wisdom (ppovycews) also. 


SID OU where 


CuaptTer VIIL 


Ver. 1. The present verse properly belongs | with the second verse. — Reacheth (in her actiy- 
to the seventh chapter. A new section begins |ity) from one end, i.e, of the world. — Avouei, 


250 


THE APOCRYPHA. 





order. This verb refers primarily to the manage- 
ment of a household, as the composition of the 
word would indicate, and then is used in a gen- 
eral sense of managing, directing a state. 

Ver. 2. ’E@iAnoa. On the difference between 
this word and éyamdv, cf. Trench, Syn. of the N. 
T., p. 65 ff., and Cremer’s Lex., ad voc. They 
are used in many cases synonymously, although 
the former denotes properly love as a natural 
inclination (amare), while the latter denotes it 
more as a matter of the will (diligere). — Ndupny 
dyaryéo Oar euavr, to lead her to myself as bride. 
On the construction of the middle with a reflexive 
pronoun, cf. Winer, p. 257. 

Ver. 4. Mvotis. It is the feminine of porns, 
and means one initiated. — Afpéris (aipérns), one 
who chooses. It is said not to be found else- 
where. The sense is that wisdom chooses among 
God’s works what shall be carried into execution. 

Ver. 5. ’Epya(ouévn, worketh. Wahl and 
others would translate by acquires, gets; but it is 
doubtless to be taken here in the same sense as in 
the following sentence, where it is obviously used 
as analogous to rexvirns. 

Ver. 7. The four cardinal virtues are men- 
tioned: temperance, prudence, righteousness, and 
fortitude or courage. These were held by Plato, 
also, for cardinal virtues ; but by him were founded 
on the threefold nature of man, of which our 
author says nothing. The latter probably em- 
ploys them simply in a popular sense. 

Ver. 8. rpopas Adyar = [artificial] turns of 
speech, 7. e., parables and the like. Cf. the LXX. 
at Prov. i. 3, and Ecclus. xxxix. 2. In later 
times the words came to mean a trick. So Justin, 
Apol., i. 14. See Sophocles’ Lex., ad voc.— 
Snpcia kal répara are often found together, also. 
in the New Testament; here probably by hen- 
diadys, for one and the same supernatural event. 
Cf. Trench, Syn. of the N. T., Pt. 2, p. 198.— 
Seasons (xapoy) and times (ypdvwy). The latter 
word is used inthe sense of definite periods; 
then conjunctures, circumstances. Cf. 1 ‘Thess, 
Vol. 

Ver. 10. It is implied that the book was 
written during the early life of Solomon. 

Ver. 12. Hands (xeja; X. 55. 157. 253., 
xeipas) upon their mouth, 7. ¢., as a sign that 
there was to be no interruption. Cf. Job xxi. 5; 
KRIK. 9 x1. 4." 

Ver. 138. ’A@avacla. This Greek word, as a 
substantive, occurs first in Plato. At first it was 
applied to the gods only; and, after it came to be 
applied to men, it was employed in a very limited 
Sense as meaning simply a continued existence. 


In the present passage it seems to be used syn-' 


onymously with prhun aidvos. But our book 
also recognizes a deeper meaning. See ver. 17, 
and xv. 8. Still the term has no such fullness of 
meaning as (wf in the New Testament. 

Ver. 14. Atouhow. See remarks at verse 1. 

Ver. 15. ’Ayaés. In the sense of capable, but 
including also the idea of mildness, kindness. 

Ver. 16. Come into mine house, 7. e., from 
public life in the assembly as judge, or in the 
field as warrior. 

Ver. 18. Tépys d&yabh, noble, pure delight. The 
special shade of meaning of this adjective must 
often be determined by the connection, A more 
literal rendering would here have been more for- 
cible: “that immortality is in connection with 
her and in her friendship a pure delight.” — 
Zvyyvuvacia. According to Grimm, the preposi- 
tion in this case does not give to the word the 








idea of common exercise, as is usual; but is in- 
tensive, and means complete. That it is often so 
used simply to strengthen the force of the word 
with which it is associated, is well known. See 
Text. Notes. 

Ver. 20. The author recognizes the soul as 
being really the man; while the body, though 
important, is a secondary affair. Cf. ix. 15. He 
had not received a body which, to such an ex- 
lent as was usual, was corrupt and corrupting; 
and hence he could successfully seek wisdom. 
See i. 4, where the same idea is advanced, and 
where (as here) our author seems to be influenced 
to a greater or less degree by the current philoso- 
phy, which taught that the body was really the 
seat and source of evil to man. It would appear, 
too, that he believed with Plato and Philo in the 
preéxistence of the soul. But in matters of de- 
tail his views do not agree fully with those of 
either of these writers. His words at least are 
not open to the charge made by Keerl (Die Apok. 
des A. T., p. 39, and Die Apokryphenfrage, p. 192), 
that they teach that God made souls good and 
evil. It is clear, rather, that he regarded such 
souls as came into the world evil, if there were 
such, as those that had become so, in a previous 
condition, through free choice. Most Roman 
Catholic commentators, and also such Protestants 
as advocate the retention of the present work 
among the books held to be distinctively Biblical, 
have sought in various ways to evade the force of 
what is said in verse 20; since, if it is translated 
according to the Greek text, and the language be 
taken in its natural sense, the doctrine of the pre- 
existence of the soul is taught, which in itself 
would be an insurmountable objection to the re- 
ception of the book among the canonical Scrip- 
tures. The Vulgate, not taking any notice of the 
d¢ after waAdov, has rendered : “cum magis bonus 
essem;” i.e, it has joined paaAdoy to &yabds, and 
then used them in the sense of BeaAtfov. Schmid 
would render; “I was a clever child, and re- 
ceived a good soul; yea, still further, being good 
[7. e., since or in that I was good], I have come to 
an undefiled body.” He makes the personal pro- 
noun “I” refer, not to the soul alone, but to 
mais, as made up of soul and body. The “yea, 
still further ” he makes as over against Wyjs.... 
ayabijs refer to cama dulavyrov, that is, he had not 
only received a good soul, but, still further, an 
undefiled body. He adds, that, if the author had 
wished to teach the preéxistence of the soul, a 
better opportunity was offered at vii. 1-7. With 
respect to the last point, it may be said that it 
was not one of the objects of the author to bring 
out the doctrine as a truth to be believed; but it 
is rather assumed as an admitted fact, which in 
Alexandria at this time, and among leading phil- 
osophical thinkers, it was. Hence at vii. 1-7, 
where the supposed Solomon speaks of himself as 
being like others in birth, ete., there was no spe- 
cial occasion for mentioning the circumstance of 
his preéxistence as soul. Again: the. assertion 
of Schmid, that w@aroy d3€ has never the force of 
correcting something that has been previously 
said in the sense of or rather, is obviously false. 
That it has not always this force is true: that it 
has it generally, however, cannot well be disputed. 
His quotation of Eph. iv. 28: “Let him that 
stole steal no more, but rather (uaAdoy Sé) let him 
labor,” etc., as supporting his view, must be re- 
garded as specially unfortunate; as also of Gal. 
iv. 9. Kriiger remarks (Griechische Sprachlehre, 
p- 832): ““waAdov d€ entspricht unserem oder viele 


- 


THE WISDOM 


OF SOLOMON. 25% 


OSS a ee Le ee es ee 


mehr.” So Liddell and Scott’s Lex., ad voc., says 
that the expression means: “ much more, or rather, 
to correct a statement already made.” Grimm, 
no mean authority in matters relating to Greek 
grammar, affirms that “ more commonly it has a 
corrective force.” : 

What Schmid further says concerning the “I,” 
as referring to rats and not to Wy%s, is more 
worthy of attention. But, supposing that what 
has just been remarked is true, it could only refer 
to the latter, if the last part of the verse is duly 
considered. “ Good,” moreover, is not predicated 
in the first part of the verse of the boy, —the 
person as a whole, made up of soul and body, — 
but only of the soul. He was a clever child, with 
a good soul. And this same distinction is also 
made, virtually, at i. 4, if it is taken in connection 
with the known teachings of the Alexandrian phi- 
losophy during the first and second centuries be- 
fore Christ. Josephus speaking of the Essenes, 
for instance (Bell. Jud., ii. 8, § 11), says: “ For 
their doctrine is that bodies are corruptible, and 





manent; but that the souls are immortal and 
continue forever, and that they come out of the 
most subtile air, and are united to their bodies, 
as to prisons into which they are drawn by a cer- 
tain natural enticement.” And finally, if our 
author meant to teach, what Schmid with Heng- 
stenberg and others affirm, that the soul simply 
worked upon the body from infancy on, to make 
it good he would have chosen some other words 
than 7A@ov eis, etc., to express so important a 
thought. 

Ver. 21. ’Eykparhs. Grimm, with many others 
(including Eichhorn and Wahl), would render by 
enthaltsam, “continent,” as at Ecclus. xxvi. 15. 
Cf. also Tit. i, 8, and Xen., Mem., iv. 8, 11. 
Others (Schleusner, Dereser, Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, 
Gutmann, Ewald, and many more) give it the 
same meaning as our A. V., copias being under- 
stood. In favor of the former rendering is the 
connection, and the prevailing views at that time 
respecting the necessary conditions to the attain- 
ment of virtue and wisdom. 


that the matter they are made up of is not per- 


CHAPTER IX. 


O Gop of my fathers, and Lord of mercy,’ who didst make all things by® thy 
word, and endowed ® man through thy wisdom, that he should have dominion over 
the creatures which came into being through thee, and rule * the world in holiness ® 
and righteousness, and execute judgment with an upright heart: give me wisdom, 
that sitteth by thee on thy ° throne; and reject me not from among thy children; 
for I thy servant and son of thine handmaid am a feeble man,’ and of short life,® 
and too weak ® for the understanding of judgment andlaws. For though a man be 
even” perfect among the children of men, yet if wisdom from thee is wanting he 
skall be held for nothing.“ Thou hast chosen me out beforehand to be” king of 
thy people, and a judge of thy sons and daughters; thou hast commanded me to 
build a temple upon thy holy mount, and an altar in the city wherein thou dwellest, 
a copy ™ of the holy tabernacle, which thou didst before prepare “ from the begin- 
9 ning. And wisdom is’ with thee, which knoweth thy works, and was present 
when thou madest the world, and knoweth ¥ what is” acceptable in thy sight, and 
right according to?* thy commandments. O send her out of thy holy heavens, even 
from the throne of thy glory send her, that she may labor helpfully with me, and * 
I may know what is pleasing unto thee. For she knoweth and understandeth all 
things, and she will lead me wisely ™ in my doings, and guard” me in her glory. 
And so my works will * be acceptable, and I shall * judge thy people righteously, and 
be worthy of my father’s throne.** For what man will discern” the counsel of 
God? or who will lay to heart® what the will of the Lord is? For the resolutions 
of mortals are vacillating,” and our thoughts® uncertain. For the corruptible 
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Vers. 1-6. —1A.V.: Fritzsche with Grimm and Reusch strike out cov after éAéovs (it is wanting in OC. 106. 248. 254. 
201. B. C. F. G. I. Co. Old Lat. Syr.). 2hast made... with(seeCom.).  % ordained (katagrevacas, adopted by the 
same critics — from III, X. 55. 106. 157. 248. 258. 254. 261. 296. Co. Ald. — for kateoxevacas ; see Com.). 4 thou hast 
made and order. 5 according to equity (see Com.). ® by thy (see Com.). 7 person (avOpw7ros). 8 of a short 
timne (dAvyoxpévios ; the rendering is literal, but it is human life that is referred to). 9 young (€Aécowv ; see Com.). 
10 never so (the force of the «ai in kav is overlooked ; it is omitted only in 55. 157.). 11 thy wisdom be not with him, 
he shall be nothing regarded. 

Vers. 7-14.—12 A. V.: chosen me to be a (see Com.). 13 resemblance (uiunua ; Nachbild, Wahl, Grimm; see Com.). 
14 hast prepared. 15 was (the context seems to require the present). 16 knew (a general truth). 17 was. 18 in 
(év, but so rendered through the influence of the Hebrew, and with the meaning above given. The other rendering 
would imply that there were things in the divine law which are not right). 1 and fromthy ... . glory, that being 
present she may labour with (ut laborantem me adjuvet, Wahl; see Com.) me, that.  % shall, 2t lead me soberly 

(cwdpdvws). 22 preserve. 23 power (this rendering of the A. V. seems to have come from the Vulgate through 
Coverdale and the Bishop's Bible ; the margin.of the version of 1611, however, notices the other, and better supported, 
reading, 50én ; see Com.). 24 So shall («ai consecutivum) my works. a then shall I. 26 to sit in my father’s 
seat. 27 is he that can know (yvecerar). 2% can think (évOvunOycerar). 29 thoughts of mortal men are miserable 
(marg., fearful; it seems better to take the word deAo/ in a subjective sense). 50 devices are but. 
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body is a burden to! the soul, and the earthy tabernacle weigheth down the mind 
16 that pondereth much.? And hardly have we a presentiment of what is on earth, and 
that which is at hand we discover with difficulty ;* but the things that are in heaven 
17 who hath searched out? And thy counsel who hath known, except as thou gavest 
18 wisdom, and didst send‘ thy Holy Spirit from above? And® so the ways of them 
who were on ® earth were reformed, and men were taught the things that are pleas- 
ing unto thee, and were saved through wisdom. 


Vers. 15-18. —1 A. V.: presseth down (Rapvver). 


2 museth upon many things (roAvdpovrida). 


8 hardly (the 


post-Homeric word wddus is changed to poyes in III. X. 261. Origen) do we guess aright («cixdgew — conjectando cog- 
noscere, Wahl and Grimm; ahnen wir, Bunsen’s Bibelwerk) at things that are upon earth, and with labour do we find 


the things that are before us (marg., ‘‘ Gr., at hand’). 


4 thou give... .send. 


5 For. 6 which dived on the. 


Cuaprtrer IX. 


Ver. 1. See, in connection with this prayer, 
1 Kings iii. 6-10, and 2 Chron. i. 9, 10, where the 
historical facts are recorded that are made its 
basis. —@eé. This form of the vocative is un- 
known in classical Greek, and among the Hellen- 
ists only seldom found. Cf. LXX. at Deut. iii. 
24; Judg. xxi.3; Ecclus. xxiii. 4; 4 Mace. vi. 
27; also Matt. xxvii. 46. At 1 Tim. i. 18, vi. 20, 
we find also Tiué0ee. — By thy word, éy Adyw 
gov. Cf. Gen. i. 8; Ps. xxxiii. 6; Ecclus. xlii. 
15. There is no evidence that Adyos is used here 
in a technical theological sense, as referring to the 
second person in the Trinity. The context is 
against it, as also other parts of the book. See 
xvi. 12; xviii. 15. The author, too, would natu- 
rally put into the mouth of the supposed Solo- 
mon words of a purely Old Testament coloring, 
and not such as were known to have an established 
philosophical stamp. Moreover, the preposition 
év, on which Schmid lays much stress, is not the 
one that we should expect if the author was 
endeavoring to sustain the dogma supposed, but 
did. Cf. John i. 3,10; Heb. i. 2; Winer, p. 389; 
and Meyer’s Com., on Colos. i. 15,16. It is true 
that these prepositions are sometimes used inter- 
changeably ; 7. e., év sometimes stands for Sid, but 
always with special reason. Here there is none; 
and, if it be so used, it is the only instance of the 
kind in the book. 

Ver. 2. Karacxevdcas, endowed. The two 
ideas of “made” and ‘‘endowed” seem to be 
included. It is used in the LXX. to translate, in 
different places, three different Hebrew words. 
Cf. vii. 27. See, for a similar thought, Ps, viii. 
6 f.— Kricudrwy, creatures. Kricua is a place 
founded, built, colonized ; but, in the Apocrypha, 
that which is created. Cf. xiii. 5, xiv. 11; 3 Mace. 
v.11; Ecclus. xxxviii. 34; also, 1 Tim. iv. 4. 

Ver. 3. "Ey édotétntt. This word is rendered 
by holiness at Luke i. 75, in a similar connection 
with dicaoctvn. It seems to refer to one’s duties 
towards God, while the latter refers to one’s duties 
towards his fellow man. 

Ver. 4, 
Similar to Proy. viii. 23 ff. Cf. LXX. at Prov. 
vill. 30, and Eeclus. i. 1. In classical prose the 
mdpedpos was the coadjutor of the magistrate. 
See Herod., viii. 138. In patristic Greek it meant 
a “familiar,” 
@pévev. Plural of dignity. Cf. verse 12, and 
xviii. 15. These passages are peculiar in this 
respect ; being according to Grimm, the only 
ones where the plural of this word is used for the 
singular. The thrones of Oriental princes were 
made in the form of a half circle, and provided 





Sitteth by thee on thy throne. | 


Cf. Sophocles’ Lea., ad voc. —| 





with broad steps. Upon these steps sat the 
nobles, according to rank, those of highest rank 
sitting nearest the monarch. 

Ver. 5. "EAdcowy, smaller, more insignificant ; 
viz., than those endowed with wisdom. 

Ver. 7. TipoeiAw (mpoelAov in X. 23. 55. 106. 
157,248. Co.). The preposition is not to be over- 
looked, and is not to be taken (with Gaab and 
others) simply in the sense of taking something 
before another thing, 7. e., choosing. Cf. for the 
thought 2 Sam. vii. 12 ff. — And daughters (of 
God). _An uncommon expression, but found 
also at Is. xliii. 6; 2 Cor. vi. 18. 

Ver. 8. A copy. -Cf. Ex. xxv. 9, 40; Acts 
vii. 44; Heb. viii. 5. According to Gutmann, we 
have here an allusion to the teachings of the 
rabbins that the temple at Jerusalem was built 
exactly after the model of the temple in heaven, 
which God had built at the beginning of human 
history. But it would appear, rather, that our 
author is simply alluding to a well-known his- 
torical fact recorded in the passages just cited. 

Ver. 9. Was present, i.e., to help, like the 
Latin adesse. This usageis classic. Cf. ZI., xviii. 
472; Od., xiii. 8393.—Ev6és. It is used in the 
LXX. for €d6¥, from ed6ds, right. 

Ver. 10. “Iva cupmapotcd mot xomidon. The 
clause is variously translated, but the meaning is 
clear: that she may assist me in my work. The 
A. V. is literal, but stiff. Bunsen’s Bibelwerk 
renders: “ damit sie mir beistehend wirke.” 

Ver. 11. Ev 77 ddé. Vulgate: “in sua po- 
tentia.” But the thought seems rather to be, that 
walking in the light (vii. 26) of wisdom, there 
would be no occasion for stumbling. 

Ver. 12. Wpoodexrds (Lat., acceptus), accept- 
able. A rare word, occurring elsewhere as adjec- 
tive only in Clement of Alexandria, the Martyr, 
of Pol., and in the LXX. at Proy. xi. 20, xvi. 
15. 

Ver. 15,16. The Platonic and later Stoieal phi- 
losophy held the same views respecting the body ; 
but both thought and language are outside the 
range of Scripture.—At hand, i.e., easy to be 


understood. 


Ver. 17. Counsel, as in verse 13, Bovaty. 
The counsel, will of God with ‘respect to what 
men shall do, is meant.— The prayer seems to 
end with this chapter, since in the following one 
(verse 5) God is spoken of in the third person. 

Ver.18. Saved through wisdom. The mean- 
ing is, that by the exercise of wisdom they were 
preserved from errors and sins. The persons 
referred to are those who lived in’ the earlier 


periods of Jewish history, as the context shows. 
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CHAPTER X. 


1 Sue preserved the first formed father of the world, that was created alone, and 
2, 3 brought him out? of his fall, and gave him power to rule all things. But an un- 
righteous one having fallen away? from her in his anger, he perished in the fury 

4 wherewith he murdered his brother. For whose sake® the earth being flooded by 
a deluge,* wisdom again saved 7¢,° in that she directed the course of the righteous 

5 man by means of a worthless piece of wood. She also,° the nations in their 
wicked conspiracy being mixed together,’ knew ® the righteous, and preserved him 
blameless unto God, and kept Aim strong notwithstanding * Azs tender compassion 
towards Ais son. When the ungodly perished, she delivered a righteous man, who 
fled from the fire which fell down upon the five cities. Of whose wickedness waste 
land that smoketh is still a?° testimony, and plants bearing untimely fruits ;** and 
8 there standeth a pillar of salt as? a monument of an unbelieving soul. For regard- 
ing not wisdom, they got*® not only this hurt, that they knew not the things tohich 
were good, but also left behind them to that generation “ a memorial of their fool- 
ishness ; so that in the things wherein they offended they could not even be hid. 

9, 10 But wisdom delivered from difficulties her servants.’* A righteous one fleeing 
from his brother’s wrath, she guided in straight” paths, shewed him the kingdom 

of God, and gave him knowledge of holy things ; made him rich amid hardships, 

11 and multiplied his possessions.” In the covetousness of such as oppressed him she 
12 stood by Aim, and made him rich. She preserved” him from Ais enemies, and kept 
him safe from those that lay in wait ; and in a sore conflict she gave him the vic- 

13 tory, that he might know that godliness is stronger than all. A righteous one 
having been sold, she forsook him not, but preserved™ him from sin; she went 

14 down with him into the pit, and left him not in bonds, till she brought him the 
sceptre of the kingdom, and power over his rulers ; » and * as for them that had ac- 

15 cused him, she shewed them to be liars, and gave him perpetual glory. She delivered 
16 a holy* people and blameless seed from the nation that oppressed them. She 
entered into the soul of a” servant of the Lord, and withstood dreadful kings 

17 through * wonders and signs. She 7 rendered to the holy * a reward of their labors, 
ided them on a marvelous way ; and became unto them a cover by day, and a 

18 light of stars during the night." She brought them through the Red sea, and led 
19 them through much water. But she drowned their enemies, and cast them up * out 
20 of the bottom of the deep. Therefore righteous ones spoiled the ungodly, and 
praised thy holy name, O Lord, and magnified with one accord thine hand, that 

21 fought for them. For wisdom opened the mouth of the dumb, and made the tongues 


of babes * eloquent. 


“1 


Vers. 1-5. —1 For éfe(Aaro (€evAduny, later Alex. form for éfevAduyv) 68. Ald. read é€érewev, which Schleusner and 
Bauermeister adopt; but it is rejected by the later critics. 2 A. V.: when the unrighteous went away (a7oaras). 
8 perished also .. . . cause (for $v dv Codd. X. G. 106. 261. B. read &o, ¢.e., du? 6 (H., &’ dv), which was also defended by 
Grotius; but it is rejected by the best eritics). 4 drowned with the flood. 5 preserved it. For dvéowoe of the text. 
rec. Fritzsche receives éowoev from III. X. ©. 23. 55. 106. 157. A. B. C. E. F. G. H. Co. 6 A. V.: and directed the 
course of the righteous in a piece of wood of small value. Moreover. 7 confounded. 8 she found out. eyve (not 
eSpe of II. 68.), which has the support of the great majority of the best MSS., and is defended by Grimm, Reusch, and 
Fritzsche. 9A. V.: against (marg.,in. The preposition is 7c, but it does not well admit of an exact rendering. : 

Vers. 6-10.—10 A. V.: the righteous man....even to this day the waste land that smoketh isa. (Fritzsche with 

~ Reusch — but not Grimm — read js érc, with II. III. X. 55. 68. 106. 157. 248. 258. 254. 261. 296. Co. Ald., and apparently 
Syr. and Ar. ; 4s dori, 23; 7 €or, C.5 by én, Origen ; text. rec., dts ent, which agrees with some Codd. of the Old Lat. 
(quibus in) while others have cujus in). 11 fruit that never came to ripeness. ' 2 and a standing Pillar of salt 7s 
(106. 261. Vulg. Syr. Ar. have ac). 1 gat. 14 the world (r@ fiw; cf. Wahl’s Clavis). si their (so 157. 248. Co.) 
foolishness .. . . not se much as (u7éé). 16 pain (réywv. The context determines its special meaning) those that 
attended (the present participle is to be received from IIT. X. C. 55. 106. 157. 248. 253. 261. 296. Co. Ola Lat. for Gepa- 
mevoavres, and may be rendered substantively) upon her. 17 When the righteous fled... . Aim in right. 18 in his 
travails (€v woxAors). 19 the fruit of his labors (rovs movovs ; Kém0US, Ili. X. 28. 258., but not C., as stated by Grimm). 

Vers. 12-16. —2° A. V.: defended (duepirager ; X. 23. 248., pvrager). ‘ a When the righteous was.... delivered 
(StebvAaéev). 22 against those that oppressed him (Tupavvodvray abrob ; avTov, 23. 106. 157. 254. 261. ; marg. of A. Wiis 
the power of them that ruled over him; cf. Matt. x. 1). 23 omits and (Te; Sé, 248. Co.). % righteous (marg., 2oly). 
25 the. 26 in. ‘ q F - 

Vers. 17-21. —27 A. V. : omits She. 28 the righteous (datos ; ef. previous verse, Sartor). 29 in. 30 was... fora 
(éyéveto . . . . eis). 31 in the night season (hv vi«ra). 32 omits She. 33 gvéBpacev (106., avéBpyvev ; C., dueBi- 
Bacev; cf. 2 Mace. i. 12, éfeBpace ; see Com.).  * the righteous spoiled... . them that cannot speak (see Com.). 
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CHAPTER X. 


Ver. 1. That was created alone, pdévoy Kri0- 
dévra. These words have been variously inter- 
preted: (1) the one alone created by God, i.e. 
immediately by him; (2) as long as he had been 
alone created, viz., before Eve came to be his 
tempter; (3) while he was alone created, being 
without protection, God preserved him. The 
last opinion, adopted by Cana. would seem to 
imply that afterwards, when he was no longer 
alone, in the view of the author he needed no 
protection, or needed it less, which could scarcely 
be imputed to him. Gfrérer (Urchristenthum, ii. 
242) maintains that the passage refers to the idea 
of the fall as held by Philo, according to which 
the mapdrrwua Ydiov of Adam was that he sunk 
out of the state of a pure spirit into that of a 
material existence, became Adam, —a man. But 
this is to force the passage to give a meaning 
which does not lie upon its surface, and is not in 
harmony with the context. It seems to us that 
the thought is simply, that, when there was but 
one man alone on the earth, wisdom was opera- 
tive. It began with the beginning of human 
history its helpful mission. The following verse 
favors this view. Wisdom kept Adam, our au- 
thor would say, not from sin, but from utter ruin, 
after his fall, in that she wrought in him repent- 
ance toward God and submission to his will. 
The tradition of Adam’s bitter repentance of his 
sin was a prevalent one in the East. Cf. also 
Gen. iii. 7. 

Ver. 8. Perished. This is in accordance 
with later Jewish traditions, but not with the 
Scriptures. Cf. Gen. iv. 15. May it not be that 
spiritual rather than physical death is meant ? 
So judges Grimm, and it would not be out of 
harmony with the general teaching of the book. 
— In the fury wherewith, 7.¢., in unnatural 


death. @vyuds is made plural for the sake of 
emphasis. 
Ver. 4. By means of a worthless piece of 


wood. She directed the course of the ark, which 
in the wide waste seemed like a worthless piece 
of drift-wood. " 

Ver. 5. The conspiracy of the people at Babel 
is undoubtedly meant ; but not definitely the con- 
fusion of tongues, as would seem to be implied 
by the A. V. Abraham is spoken of as though 
he were contemporaneous with this historic event. 
Jn order to avoid this anachronism, some Roman 
Catholic commentators suppose that two different 
persons are referred to in this verse, the righteous 
one, whoever he may have been (Shem %), and 
Abraham! Gutberlet thinks that the two periods 


were not so far apart (two hundred years!) that | 
our author, who was thinking less of historical | 
accuracy than of moral effect, might not in poet- | 


ical license have regarded them as near together. 
Ver. 6. There were really but four cities de- 


stroyed, Zoar having been spared at the desire of | 


Lot. But cf. Josephus (Bell. Jud., iv. 8, § 4) 


, 


who makes the same statement, although he | 


seems to have known better (Antiq., i. 11, § 4). 
The word wevtardAews, however, may be used in 
its collective sense, without excluding the fact 
that but four cities actually perished. 

Ver. 7. Untimely fruits. Possibly the so- 
called “apples of Sodom” are meant, — beautiful 
in appearance, but turning to ashes in the hand. 
Josephus says (Bell. Jud., iv. 8, § 4), that the 











ashes grow in the fruits, “which fruits have a 
color as if they were fit to be eaten ; but, if you 
pluck them with your hands, they dissolve mto 
smoke and ashes.” Authorities differ on the 
question what is meant by this fruit. — Pillar of 
salt. On the historical fact recorded in Gen. 
xix. 26 ff. and the various explanations, see the 
commentaries, ad loc. 

Ver. 10. Kingdom of God. Grimm would 
render BaoiAclay Ocov by Regiment Gottes, rule (2. e., 
manner of ruling) of God. Cf. Gen. xxviii. 12 f. 
Cremer (Lex., sub voce), on the other hand, holds 
that the phrase is here used technically, for the 
first time (cf. Gen. xxviii. 12; Song of the Three 
Children, 32) as being a comprehensive expres- 
sion for the object promised and expected in the 
plan of salvation, and possibly first suggested by 
Dan. ii. 14. —’Ev yéx6ors, amid hardships, 2. e., 
of his service. Tdvos means originally simply 
work (Lat., labor), while péx@os (from poyéw, 
udyos) means properly hardship, distress. The 
latter is found chiefly in poetry. In the follow- 
ing clause wévos is used in the sense of what labor 
brings, wealth: émAnbuve tovs mévovs avtod, in- 
creased his possessions. Cf. Eeclus. xiv. 15; 
XXvili. 15. 

Ver. 12. Of any one’s lying in wait for Jacob, 
nothing is said in Genesis. 

Vers. 13, 14. Into the pit... .in bonds. 
Both events are mentioned together, out of chron- 
ological order, probably on account of their simi- 
larity. 

Ven 14. Skijrrpa. This word is found also 
in the classics in the plural, when used in a meta- 
phorical sense, and generally so in the later 
Greek. Cf. Herod., vii. 52. Neither this word 
nor BagiAelas has the article; but the sceptre of 
the Egyptian kingdom is clearly meant. 

Ver. 15. A holy people and blameless seed. 
This does not sound like the representations of 
canonical books, which never commend Israel in 
such a sweeping, indiscriminate way. Gutberlet 
(Com., ad loc.) would understand this as referring 
only to the better class of the Israelites ! 

Ver. 17. A-reward of their labors. The 
things which they borrowed from the Egyptians 
are named the wages of their service in the land 
of bondage. Or is the last part of the verse to 
be considered as explanatory of the first? In 
that case, the reward was the guidance and pro- 
tection vouchsafed in the wilderness. 

Ver. 19. Cast them up, ?.e., their bodies upon 
the land. Some critics would make this refer to 
the Israelites, but it is grammatically inadmis- 
sible; while the word used, avéBpacev, is quite 
too strong to express such a thought. It is also 
out of harmony with the connection, especially 
the following, therefore, 8a Todo. 

Ver. 21. Kwpév .... vnttwv. The Vulgate 
has mutorum et infantium. We are not, however, 
to think of a miracle, as Schmid and others do. 
The words are rather to be taken metaphorically 
for the Jews, who had become dumb and stupid 
in their long bondage, and could scarcely be ex- 
pected to join intelligently, for instance, in such 
asong as Miriam’s. Gutberlet, however, would 
make it refer to Moses, who was slow of speech. 
But in that case we should not have expected the 
plural, nor such a word as vfmos. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


1,2 Sue prospered their works by? the hand of a? holy prophet. They went 
3 through an uninhabited wilderness,’ and pitched tents in trackless wastes. They 
4 stood against their enemies, and warded off® their adversaries. When they were 
thirsty, they called upon thee, and water was given them out of a ° flinty rock, and 
their thirst was quenched out of a7 hard stone. 

For by what things their enemies were punished, by these they in their need 
were benefited. Instead * of a fountain of an everflowing river, turbid with gore, 
for a rebuke of the commandment to slay the infants,’ thou gavest unto them 
abundance of water unexpectedly ; showing them by their thirst at that time how 
thou didst punish their adversaries.’” For when they were tried, albeit but in mercy 
chastised, they learned " how the ungodly, being judged in wrath, were tormented.” 
10 For these thou didst admonish and try, as a father; but those, as a severe king, 
11 thou didst condemn and punish. And whether they were absent or present, they 
12 were afflicted alike. Fora double grief came upon them, and a groaning on account 
13 of the remembrance of things past. For when they heard that through! their 

own punishments these had been benefited,” they had some feeling of the Lord. 
14 For him* whom they rejected with scorn, on his being ® long before cast away on 
the occasion of the exposure, in the issue of events, they admired,” having 
15 thirsted quite otherwise than the righteous.”! And on account of” the foolish de- 
vices of their wickedness, whereby * being deceived they worshipped creeping 
things * void of reason, and vile creatures,” thou didst send a multitude of irrational 
16 living things ** upon them for punishment; that they might know, that where- 
17 withal a man sinneth, by these things is he punished.** For thy Almighty hand, that 
made also * the world out of matter without form, wanted not means to send upon 
18 them ® a multitude of bears, or fierce lions, or unknown wild beasts, full of rage, 
newly created, either breathing out a fiery breath, or sending forth a foul smelling 
19 vapor," or shooting terrible sparks from * their eyes; of which not only the harm 
20 might completely * dispatch them, but also the terrible sight utterly destroy them. 
Yea, and without these might they have fallen down with one blast, being pursued by 
Justice,* and winnowed away” through the breath of thy power; but thou hast 
21 ordered all things according to*® measure and number and weight. For it is 
always at thy command to shew thy great strength; and who shall ® withstand the 
22 power of thine arm? For the whole world before thee is as a dust speck * of the 
23 balance, yea, as a drop of morning® dew that falleth down upon the earth. But 


OMONSD KH 


Vers, 1-4.—1 A, V.: in. 2 the. 8 the wilderness that was not inhabited (épyov daoikytov). 4 places where 
there lay no way (év aBdrots). 5 were avenged (€x@povs juvvavto. Wahl gives to the verb here ( Clavis, ad voc.) the 
meaning a me propulso ; so also Bunsen’s Bibelwerk) of. 6 the. 7 the. 

Vers. 5-8.—8 A. V.: by the same .... For instead (avi pév). ® a perpetual running river troubled (rapaxOevros 
with IIT. X. 157. 253. A. F. G. for tapaxévtes of the text. rec. II. C. 23. 55. al.) with foul blood (see Com.), for a mani- 
fest reproof (€Aeyxov ; 106. 261., érawov) of that commandment (no article, but a well-known commandment is referred 


to), whereby the infants were slain. 10 by a means which they hoped not for (aveArio7ws): declaring by that thirst 
then how thou hadst punished (see Com.) their adversaries. 
Vers. 9-15. —11A. V.: knew (this is not here the force of éyywcar, but rather, came to know, learned). 12 were 


judged in wrath (Fritzsche adopts wer’ dpyjs, with X. C. 23, 106. 253. 261., for év opyy of the text. rec.) and tormented. 
A. V. adds “‘ thirsting in another manner than the just” omitting the same at ver. 14, where it properly belongs. (Ido 
not know what authority was relied on for this change. Coverdale and the Bishop’s Bible —I examined the second 
edition — follow the common text.) 13 hut the other. ... Whether they were....vexedalike. ‘for. 13 things 
past (Grimm, followed by Fritzsche, would read rapeA@6vrwy, with III. X. 23. 106. 157. 248. 261, 296. Co. B. C. D. F. G. 
H. I. for rapeAOovoayr of the text. rec. ; mapeAnavOoTwr, 55. 254.). 16 by. 17 the other (avrovs) to be benefited 
(Fritzsche receives evepyernucvovs — for evepyerouyevous of the text. rec. II. 68. al. —from ILI. X. 0.55. But Grimm 
and Reusch reject it as a correction). 18 omitshim. (The rov yap, found in II. 0. X, 28. and others, should be 
changed according to Arnald, Gaab, and Fritzsche, to dv yap; but Grimm objects, and takes rév for the relative and 
not the article). 19 when he was. 20 thrown out at the casting forth of the infants, him in the end, when they saw 
what came to pass (émi réAer Tov exBacewv) they admired. 21 omits the entire sentence, inserting it at verse 9 (106. 
261. read Wydicarvtes — Undigw = to vote with pebbles, to vote — for dumjoarres). 2 But for(avri dé). 23 wherewith. 
24 serpents (see Com.) 25 beasts. 26 unreasonable beasts. 27 vengeance. 

Vers. 16-22. —°8 A. V.: the same also (kai is found before xoAdgerat in X, 23. 253. Athanas.) shall he be punished. 
29 omits also. 30 world of... . among them. $1 breathing out either a fiery vapour, or filthy scents (the best critics 
adopt Bpduov for the plur., with III. X. C. 28. 55. al.) of scattered smoke (see Com.). 82 horrible sparkles out of. 
38 whereof... . dispatch them at once (éxrpiar, which Fritzsche adopts from X. (by a corrector) III. C. 55. 157. 248. 
254. 296. in place of ovvexrpiar of the text. rec. ; cf. xii. 9). 84 persecuted of Vengeance. 35 scattered abroad. 
86 in 37 thoucanst .... at all times whenthouwilt....may.  ‘%isasalittle grain. % the morning. 
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thou hast mercy upon all; for thou canst do all things, and overlookest! the sins of 
24 men, that they may repent.? For thou lovest all the things that are, and abhorrest 

nothing which thou didst make; for if thou hadst hated anything thou wouldest 
25 not have made it.2 And‘ how could any thing have remained,” if it had not been 

thy will? or been preserved, if not called ¢nto existence ® by thee. But thou sparest 
26 all, because’ they are thine, O Lord, thou lover of souls. 


Vers. 28-26.—1A. V.: winkest at (see Com.). 


never wouldest thou haye made any thing, if thou hadst hated it. 
7 for (the stronger “‘ because ’’? seemed more suitable). 


into existence. 


2 because they should amend (eis perdvorav). 


5 hast made: for 


4 And (dé; C., ydp). 5 endured. 6 omits 


CuartTer XI. 


Ver. 1. This verse properly belongs to the 
preceding chapter, the second beginning a new 
section in which wisdom is no longer the subject. 
—A holy prophet, 7. e., Moses. —’Ev xeupl, by or 
through the hand. 

Ver.2. The fact that both the first and second 
verses begin with like-sounding words is worthy 
of notice: ebwddce ... . Siddevoav. The writer 
meant thereby to give emphasis to the thought. 

Ver. 3. Adversaries. Amalekites, Amorites, 
Moabites, and Midianites. Cf. Numb. xvii.—xxxi. 

Ver. 4. As a matter of fact, the people did 
not call on the Lord: they complained rather to 
Moses and Aaron. Cf. Ex. xvii. 1 ff., and Numb. 
xx. 2 ff.— ’Axporduov, flinty. The word as ap- 
plied to a stone means cut off sharp, squared. It 
is used by Polybius of a precipice (ix. 27,4). It 
belongs to the later Greek. Cf. Jos., Antig., viii. 
3, § 2. 

Ver. 5. This verse contains the theme of the 
remaining chapters of the book ; namely, that the 
Israelites in their need were benefited by that 
which was a punishment to their enemies. After 
éxOpo) abray the Vulgate has: ‘a defectione potus 
sut, et in eis, cum abundarent jilii Israel,” ete. It 
was doubtless originally a gloss. 

Ver. 6. ’Aevvaov. This form, which is a con- 
stant varia lettio for devdov, is now generally 
given up in classical prose. The word is derived 
from del vdw, ever-flowing. — Avépdde (Avépor, 
eldos). The former of the words in the compound, 
when it is used alone by Homer, always means 
the blood streaming from wounds; and when used 
with aiua, as here, it meant the blood and dust 
from battle. Medical writers used the adjective 
for impure blood. 

Ver. 7. Nymoxrdvov, to slay the infants. The 
word has been found only here and in Pseudo- 
Ignatius. Cf. Sophocles’ Lex., ad voc. 

Ver. 8. Unexpectedly. They were in the 
midst of a wilderness. The reference is to the 
Israelites, and not to the Egyptians, as the con- 
text plainly shows. 

Ver. 11. Absent... . present, 7.e., whether 
they were at home in Egypt, or pursuing the Is- 
raelites through the Red Sea. . 

Ver. 13, The reading which Fritzsche adopts, 
evepyeTnuevous for evepyerouuévovs, in Grimm’s 
opinion is a correction arising from a misunder- 
standing of the present, which would mean that 
the Israelites in their wanderings were continually 
thus benefited. — *Ha@ovro Tov Kuplov, were con- 
scious of, recognized the Lord, saw that. the thing 
was of the Lord. 

Ver. 14, ’Em réAc r&v exBdoewy, at the issue 
of events, namely, those recorded in Ex. i—xvii. 
We do not learn from the Scriptures that the 
Egyptians were aware of what happened in the 
wilderness, or that they ever had any admiration 
for Moses as leader of the Israelites. — 





Jremitus. 





Ver. 15. ‘Epwerd. Probably not “serpents” 
(A. V.) alone, but also crocodiles, as the history 
teaches. 

Ver. 16. In the present case, however, it was 
not the animals that were worshipped by the 
Egyptians that were afterwards sent upon them 
as punishment. Cf. Ex. viii. 2, 16, 21; x. 4. 

Ver. 17. Matter without form. The word 
tan is used, which meant originally wood, but 
which after the time of Aristotle was used for the 
material out of which the world was supposed to 
be made, it being considered as a dwelling. The 
epithet formless (&uoppos) can scarcely refer to 
Gen. i. 2, as Schmid, Gutberlet, and others sup- 
pose, where it is said that the “ earth was without 
form and void,” and where the LXX. has aéparos 
kal akatacKkevaotos. The idea is Platonic, and 
the expression #An a&uopdos the well-known one 
by which the philosophers of that period desig- 
nated the supposed eternally existing material out 
of which the world was formed. The supposition, 
moreover, that our author speaks not of the 
original creation, but of a secondary adaptation 
of its already created matter, is opposed to the 
spirit of the passage, which would emphasize the 
might of Jehovah. Hence, we must conclude 
that he accepted the unbiblical philosophy of his — 
time in its teaching that matter was eternal. 
Cf., however, Kiibel, in Stud. u. Kvrit., 1865, iv., 
p- 698, who advocates the view that pseudo- 
Solomon is speaking here simply of a molding, 
not a creation, of matter, and refers to ix. 1 (cf. 
xii. 9) as confirming the view. 

Ver, 18. Bpduoy Aikuwpuevous camvod. Grimm 
thinks the meaning foul smell, given to the first 
word, arose from confounding it with Bpéuos, 
since its meaning is otherwise loud noise; Lat., 
Cf. also LXX. at Job vi. 7; Joel ii. 20. 
Sophocles (Lex., ad voc.), however, maintains 
that it is but a less correct form of Bpduos. Gut- 
berlet agrees with Grimm, and refers it to the 
snorting of the animals, as in Job xli. 9-12. The 
second Greek word is not to be taken passively, 
as by our A. V., but as limiting “wild animals ” 
in the previous clause in the sense above given. 

Ver. 19. The ody in composition here, if not 
stricken out with Fritzsche, has an intensive 
force, altogether. It is likely that the fabled basi- 
lisk is meant, produced by a cock’s egg brooded 
by a serpent. It was alleged that its hissing 
would drive away all other serpents, and that 
even its look was death. 

Ver. 20. According to measure. Cf. Job 
xxviii. 25; Is. xl. 12. Hence he would not, by 
such extraordinary punishments, depart from the 
usual order, which, after all, the highest wisdom 
would dictate. 

Ver. 22. Por) éx mAaotiyyev. The first word 
means inclination downward, in contradistinction 
from gous, inclination upward, and is particularly 
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used of the sinking of the balance. A secondary | for repentance. —Tlapopay. The first meaning is 
meaning is that which makes the scale turn; here,|to look at by the way, to notice, remark; then, to 
perhaps with reference to Is. xl. 15, the dust that |/ook past a thing, overlook, make light of, be indul- 
clings to the scales, making them neither lighter |gent towards. Here it is obviously not to be used 
nor heayier. in an absolute, but ina relative sense, and espe- 
Ver. 23. God does not, from prudential rea-|cially as limited by the context. Cf. Ecclus. 
sons, need to punish offenders at once (like|xxvili. 7. 
earthly kings) ; hence he shows mercy, and waits 


CHAPTER XII. 


For thine incorruptible? Spirit is in all things. 

Therefore reprovest thou them by little and little that fall into sin,? and warnest 
them by putting them in remembrance wherein they have offended, that leaving their 
wickedness they may believe on thee, O Lord. For though it was thy will to de- 
stroy by the hands of our fathers the*® old inhabitants of thy holy land, whom thou 
hatedst * on account of odious works of witchcraft which they practiced and unholy 
rites; being both merciless murderers of children and such as partook of sacrificial 
feasts composed of human flesh and blood, initiates of an abominable fellowship ; ° 
and as® parents that killed with their own hands helpless souls,’ that the land 
which thou esteemedst above all others’ might receive a worthy colony of God’s 
children; nevertheless even those thou sparedst as men, and didst send wasps, 
forerunners of thine army,® to destroy them by little and little. Not that thou 
wast unable to bring the ungodly under the hand of the righteous in battle, or to 
10 destroy them at once by terrible® beasts, or with one rough word; but executing 

thy judgments upon them by little and little, thou gavest them place for ® repentance, 
not being ignorant that their origin was evil, and that their wickedness was” bred 

11 in them, and that their disposition changed not forever ;” for it was a cursed seed 
- from the beginning. Neither didst thou for fear of any man give them amnesty 
12 for those things wherein they sinned. For who shall say, What hast thou done ? 
or who shall withstand thy judgment ? or who shall accuse thee respecting the de- 
struction of heathen, whom thou madest?* or who shall come to stand up” 

13 against thee, to be avenged on account of” unrighteous men? For there is no” 
God but thou that careth for all, to whom thou mightest shew that thy judgment is 

14 not unjust.” Nor is there” king or tyrant who is™ able to set his face against thee 
15 for those whom ” thou hast punished. But being righteous thyself, thou orderest all 
things righteously ; thinking 7¢ not consistent * with thy power to condemn even™ 

16 him that hath not deserved to be punished. For thy power is the ground of thy ” right- 
eousness, and because thou art the Lord of all, it maketh thee gracious towards ” 

17 all. For when men do” not believe that thou art perfect in * power, thou shewest 
18 thy strength; and in them that know %¢ thou dost expose their presumption.” But 


co OO 1a Or y= Oo ne 


Vers. 1-6.—1 A. V.: uncorruptible. — 2 chastenest ... . offend (rapam(mrovtas). 8 Forit .. . both those. 
4 (utojoas is joined to the following member in II., as well as in the authorities mentioned by Fritzsche, III. X. C.). 
5 for doing most odious . . . . witchcrafts and wicked sacrifices ; and also those merciless... .and devourers of man’s 


flesh (for orAayxvohdywv — of II. III. C. and most Codd. — Grimm with Bauermeister and Apel would read omdayxvo- 
gayous, with Co. and “12 Codd. Sergii’’?; ef. Com.), and the feasts of blood ; with their priests out of the midst of 
their idolatrous crew (text. rec., ée wécov pvortabeias gov; Old Lat. a medio sacramento tuo ; Cod. II., from the first 
hand, exuecoupvoraberacov; and from a second hand — which is not as Fritzsche’s apparatus represents — expuaov- 
pvoradevacov, thus agreeing, by the first hand, with X. Codd. III. 55. 106. 253. 254. 296. B. G, read, exuecoupvetacbia- 
gov. Fritzsche adopts é« wou potas Odoov; Grimm and Reusch, é« wioous potas Odcov ; ef. Com.). 6 the. 
7 souls destitute of help. ‘i ; 

Vers. 7-11. —7 A. V.: other (not in the Greek, but needful to complete the sense). ; 8 host (rov orpatoré5ov gov, 
Cod. II., rods orparoredous, etc., 80 making it in apposition with mpodpéuovs). 9 with cruel, 10 of, 11 they were 
a naughty generation (rovnpa 7 yéveots avTav) and that their malice was, 12 cogitation would never be changed (see 
Com.). 13 pardon (see Com.). 3 ; 

Vers. 12-16. —14 A. Y.: for the nations that perish (I have rendered freely ; lit., on account of heathen [nations] that 
have been destroyed). 15 hast made. 16 omits up. 17 revenged for the. 18 neither is there any. ‘ ert unright. 
20 Neither shall. 21 tyrant (usually “ruler,” but here allowed to stand as used in distinction from ‘ king ”) be. 
22 any whom (4v). Fritzsche adopts éxdAacas (text. rec., amwdecas) from III. Xx. 23. 55. al. Co. Ald. Ar. Arm. ; it is also 
the reading of II. 23 A, V.: Forasmuch then as thou art... . agreeable (opetAovra). % omits even (avTov TOV ; 
see Com.). 25 is the beginning of (apx7, but with the meaning of Browns ox cae 7 Wahl, on the other hand, would 
render by imperium, and says that the Greek is equivalent to: 7 yap apxn Tis icxvos gov apxn Sixorocdwys ; see Com.) 
26 thee to be gracious unto (ce is added after petdSecbar in IIT. 55. 106. 157. 248. 254. 261. 296. Co. Vulg. Ar. Arm.) 

Vers. 17-21. —27 A. V.: Sia 28 of a full (marg., perfect). 29 among them that knew it (év rols eiSdcv; IT. Old 
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thou, having power at command,’ judgest with clemency,” and rulest® us with 
great favor; for thou canst * use power whenever ° thou wilt. 

And® by such works didst thou teach thy people that the just man should be 
humane,’ and didst make thy sons to be of ® good hope that thou givest® repent- 
ance for sins. For if thou didst punish the enemies of thy children, and those 
worthy of death, with such indulgence” and forbearance,” giving them time and 
place, whereby they might turn from evil:’ with how great circumspection didst 
thou judge thy sons, unto whose fathers thou gavest promises of good things with 
oaths and covenants?“ Therefore, while thou dost chasten us, thou scourgest 
our enemies a thousand times more, to the intent that, in judging, we should care- 
fully think of thy goodness, and on being judged, we should look for mercy. There- 
fore also, the unjust men who lived a foolish life, thou didst torment through ” 
their own abominations. And indeed,”* they went astray so’ far in the ways of 
error, as to hold them for gods, which even amongst the animals™ of their enemies 
were despised, being deceived, as children of no understanding. Therefore unto 
them, as to children without the use of reason, thou didst send the judgment 
to mock them ; but they that have not been reformed by sportive punishments ” 
shall feel a judgment worthy of God. For through those things they were dis- 
pleased about being sufferers from them,” that is, through those which ™ they 
thought to be gods, now being punished in them, they saw him, and acknowledged 
him as * true God, whom before they denied that they knew; * therefore also came 
the extremity of condemnation ” upon them. 
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19 
20 
21 
22 
28 
24 


26 
27 


Lat. Arm., ov« eiddor; X., ce eiddcw ; 55. 254., eiSdou cov) makest their boldness manifest. 1 mastering thy power (this 
rendering would carry the idea that effort is required, which idea is not contained in Seordéwv). 2 equity (see Com.). 
8 orderest (cf. Com. at viii. 1). 4 mayest. 5 when (67e, 261.). 6 But. 7 hast thou taught .... merciful. 
8 hast made thy children to be of a. ® Cod. II., with III. 68, Ald., has the rare form é.Sots — Homer, Herod., Hippok. 
— instead of Sidws of the teat. rec. 10 For ériudpynoas, III. 55. 106. al. read étuwpycw, which is adopted by Fritzsche ; 
ef. xviii. 8, where all the MSS. have this reading. ii A. V.: the condemned to ... . deliberation. 12 omits 
and condescension (Fritzsche adopts from X. d.dcews for dejoews. This word, as well as the preceding xat, is wanting 
in III. 106. 157. 268. 254. 261. A. B. C. F. G. I. Co. Old Lat.; ef.Com.). 13 be delivered from their malice (araAAayaor 
THs Kakias). 14 thine own .. . . hast sworn, and made covenants of good promises (the passage hardly admits of a lit- 
eral translation; Wahl, federa cum promissionibus eximiis juncta). 

Vers. 22-27. —15 A. V.: whereas. 16 when we judge ... .when we ourselves are... . Wherefore whereas men 
have lived dissolutely and unrighteously. (For ddicovs, IIT. 23. 106. 157. 248. 258. 254. 261. 294. Co. Old Lat. Syr. Arm. 


A. V. read adikws, which is also preferred by Grimm and Reusch.) 17 thou hast tormented them with. 18 For 
(kai yap). 19 very. 20 and held them for... . beasts. 21 a, 2? But they that would notbe... that correc- 
tion, wherein he dailied with them. °3 look for what things .. . . grudged when they were punished. 24 for them 


whom (for ovs X. read oby ; ois, 248. 261.) (gSdxovv Geots, 106. 261.). *5 when they saw it, they acknowledged him to 


be the. 26 to know. 7 and therefore came extreme damnation. 
CuarteR XII. 

Ver. 1. Incorruptible. In the sense of im-|said to be found nowhere else. I would also, 
perishable, eternal. The Vulgate has here, as at| with Grimm, conneet aluaros with @ovav. Cf 
the beginning of the fourth chapter, the addition : | trans. 

“O quam bonus et suavis est, Domine, spiritus tuus| Ver. 6. ’Ex béoov pvorabelas cov. This is the 


in omnibus |” 

Ver. 2, Little and little. This is said in dis- 
tinction from immediate and total destruction, 
such as is spoken of in verse 19 of the previous 
chapter. 

Ver.3. Hatedst. Cf. verse 24 of the eleventh 
chapter, and verse 8 in the present one, where 
the love of God for all his creatures is set forth. 
Here the sin of these men is put in the fore- 
ground ; and that perhaps, rather than the per- 
sons themselves, is thought of. Still, it is not 
easy to reconcile the ideas of verses 2 and 3, if 
the author is thinking in both of the same class 
of persons. 

er. 5.  rdayxvopdywv avOpwrlywv oapKav 
Goivay, sacrificial feast of those devouring hu- 
man flesh, Ooivay being thus made the object of 
fuonoas in verse 8. Grimm, on the other hand, 
would read omAayxvogdyous, and connect it with 


Boivay in the sense of celebrating a sacrificial | 


feast from human flesh, which 
smoother sentence. 


gives a much| position, heart. 
The word onaayxvopdyos is | 23, vii. 


reading of the text. rec., and is the one supported 
by the majority of MSS.; but the text is un- 
doubtedly corrupt, no such word as puoradela 
occurring elsewhere, while it gives with any rea- 
sonable etymology no good sense. The passage 
must therefore be reconstructed with the aid of 
the variations of the codices. Cf. Text. Noles. 

Ver. 7. ’Aroiuiav. We might have expected, 
rather, éroixfay, since Palestine after Abraham’s 
time was looked upon as the fatherland of the 
Israelites, 

Ver. 8 As men. This would seem to con- 
firm the idea expressed above (verses 3 and 4), 
that a distinction is there tacitly made between 
men as such and their sins. — Wasps. The same 
word rendered in the LXX. by opt, hornet, is 
found at Ex. xxiii, 28; Deut. vii. 20; Josh. 
SRN) EH 

Ver. 10. ‘O Aoyicuds abdrav. 


Ver Their way of 
thinking ordinarily 


is meant, and so their dis- 
Ci. Ecclus. xxvii. 7; 2 Mace. vi. 
21; 4 Mace. ix.30. It is used by one of 
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Ver. 17 


the jater Fathers in the sense of intention. : 


Sophocles’ Lez., ad voc. 


Ver. 11. A cursed seed, 7z.e., cursed in Ca- 
naan.—*Adeav (Lat., securitas), freedom from 
fear, security, amnesty. Cf. Herod., ii. 121, 6; 

hueyd., iii. 58; and for a similar thought, xi. 
23. Bretschneider, however, would give to the 
word here the sense of license, indulgence (venia 
peccandi), and would translate: ‘“ At tu, neminem 
timens, potestatem fecisti illis eorum, in quibus pecca- 
runt.’ But it is possible that here the meaning 
of “opportunity ” would be more suitable than 
any of those hitherto suggested. That is, it was 
not from fear that God gave them opportunity to 
sin. This meaning of the word is also histori- 
cally well supported in the later ecclesiastical 
Greek. Cf. Sophocles, ad voc. 


Ver. 15. Adrdy zév, even him. As weak, 
human rulers often do, and much less to do any- 
thing worse than this. 

Ver. 16. ‘H yap ioxts cov dixaootvns apxn. It 
is not necessary to suppose, with Keerl and 
others, that the author would emphasize the 
power of God at the expense of his holiness. It 
may mean that God is so great that He has no 
(apparent) necessity to do wrong; or it might 
refer to the divine power as an absolute quality 
which in itself presupposes the presence of other 
absolute qualities, holiness included. 


In (év) them that know it, 7.e., 
know that God is Almighty, but do not act ac- 
cordingly. —’EfeAéyxew means to search out, test ; 
then to convict, expose. 

Ver. 18. Sv dé. Codd. 23. 106. 254. 261. 296. 
omit 5é, and probably on account of the difficulty 
of the construction, these words implying that 
some other person had been spoken of. The 
writer in fact probably had the-class of whom he 
had just spoken (verse 17) in view. — With clem- 
ency, év émeikeig, in distinction from strict law. 

Ver. 19. Repentance for sins, 7. ¢., oppor- 
tunity for repentance. 

Ver. 20. In the A. V. the words kal Senoews 
after mpocoxfs are left unnoticed; for which 
course, as it will be seen, there is considerable 
manuscript authority. Still, it is not unlikely 
that the reason why it is wanting in so many 
MSS. is that it was not understood. The ma- 
jority of critics would give the word the meaning 
of pity, compassion, following the analogy of the 
Hebrew word MT at Josh. xi. 20; Ez. ix. 
5. Grimm, however, would render by condescen- 
sion, from the idea of God’s stretching out his 
hands as a petitioner. Cf. Rom. x. 21. I read 
diécews, forbearance, with X. 

Ver. 24. Crocodiles, frogs, and serpents are 
meant. Cf. xi. 15, and also the account in Ex. 
chaps. iv.—xi. 





CHAPTER XIII. 


_ 


Foo.tsx were! all men by nature, who were? ignorant of God, and could not 
out of the good ¢hings that are seen know him that is; nor on considering the works 
acknowledged * the workmaster; but deemed either fire, or wind, or swift air, or 
circuit of stars, or violence of water,‘ or lights of heaven, to be gods which govern 
the world. If now, they through delight in their beauty ° took them to be gods, they 
ought to have known 6 how much better the Lord of them is ; for the first Author 
of beauty created’ them. But if they were astonished at their power and working, 
they should have understood*® by them, how much mightier he is that made them. 
For by the greatness and beauty of things created the Maker of them is relatively 
seen.’ But yet for this they are little to be blamed ;” for even they easily err,” 
who seek ” God, and are? desirous to find him. For in that they are engaged 
with * his works they search diligently and trust the appearance ; 16 because the 
thinas are beautiful that are seen. But, on the other hand, they are also not LEO 
be pardoned. For if they were able to know so much, that they could explore 18 the 
world, wherefore did they not sooner find out the Lord thereof 7 But miserable 
are they, and in dead things are their hopes, who called them gods which are works 
of men’s hands, creations of art in gold and silver, and representations of beasts, or a 
useless stone, a work™ of an ancient hand. And may be, also, a carpenter saws down 


owwm “1D Or pe os) bo 


_ 


11 


Vers. 1-3.—1 A. V.: Surely vain are (ydp is epexegetical, and y<v not to be rendered, at least, not. by “ surely Pe 
better, also, the imperf., on account of the following wapjv, tcxvcar, etc.). 2 are. 3 neither by,.... did they 
acknowledge. (Fritzsche adopts mpooéxovves from III. X. 28. 106. 157. 248. 254. 261. 296. Co. — text. rec., mpooxovtes, 
4 the swift, .... the circle («vKAos = circuit ; ef. vii. 18, 19). .... the stars, or 
the violent water (see Com.). 5 the lights ... . the gods .. . . With whose beauty if they being delighted. Be- 
fore @covs, Taira is inserted by ITI. 23. 106. 157. 248. 253. 254. 261. 296. Co. Syr. Ar. Arm., and it is adopted by Fritzsche. 
6 A. V.: let them know (yrdtwoar = sie hiitten einsehen sollen, Wahl; so Coverdale, ‘‘ yet shulde they haue knowne ; » of, 


Winer, p. 310 f.). 7 hath created. ‘ 
Vers. 4-10, —® A. V.: virtue (évépyevav) let them understand (vonodrwoav ; see preceding verse), 


i. ., mposoxévtes ; but cf. xiv. 30). 


9 the creatures 


proportionably . ... is seen. Fritzsche receives kai before kaAAovyjs from 55. 248. 253. 254. 296, 296. Co. Euseb. Athanas. 
Chrys. Cyrill. Theod. Arm. It is omitted in the common text, but II. has it after KaAA. ' 10 A. V.: the less to be 
blamed (mépipes OAcyn). 11 they peradventure err. 12 seeking. = omits are. 14 being conversant in. 15 him 
diligently. 16 believe their sight (see Com.). 1 Howbeit (6¢ is omitted by 106. 261.) neither are they. 18 could 


aim at is the literal meaning of the latter word, but it does not here suit the context). 


aim at (S¥vvevTa ctoxdoacba } 
20 dead things is their 


19 how ... - the Lord thereof (rovrwv, i. ¢., the world in its different parts ; rovrov, 106. 261.). 
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a suitable tree, takes off skillfully its entire bark, and fashioning it beautifully makes 
of it a vessel useful for the service of life; and using the refuse of his work for the 
preparation of food he sates himself; but what is left over from them, that is good 
for nothing, a crooked piece of wood and deformed with knots, he takes and carves 
as occupation for his idleness and forms it with an experience gained by leisure and 
fashions it to the image of a man; or he makes it like some inferior animal, laying 
on ochre, and with paint coloring its skin red and painting over every fleck in it; 
and having made a suitable niche for it, he sets it in a wall and makes it fast with 
iron. In order that it may not fall, therefore it is that he provided for it, for he 
knows that it is unable to help itself, even because it is an image and has need of 
help! But on praying for Ais goods, and? his wife and children, he is* not 
ashamed to appeal to* that which hath no life; and for® health he calleth upon 
that which is weak; and® for life prayeth to the dead; and" for aid humbly be- 
seecheth that which is least experienced;* and for a journey ® he asketh of that 
which cannot set a foot forward ; and respecting gains and business, and good suc- 
cess with the ” hands, asketh ability to do of that which is weakest as to its hands.4 





12 
13 


14 


15 
16 


1G 
18 


19 


hope ,... which are the work of men’s hands, gold and silver, to shew art in, and resemblances of beasts, or a stone, 
good for nothing, the work. 

Vers. 11-16.—1A.V.: Now a carpenter that felleth timber, after he hath sawn down a tree meet for the purpose, 
and taken off all the bark skilfully round about, and hath wrought it handsomely, and made a vessel thereof fit for the 
service of man’s life ; and after spending the refuse of his work to dress his meat, hath filled himself; and taking the 
very refuse among those, which served to no use, being a crooked piece of wood, and full of knots, hath carved it dili- 
gently, when he had nothing else to do, and formed it by the skill of Ais understanding, and fashioned it to the image 
of a man ; or made it like some vile beast, laying it over with vermilion, and with paint colouring it red, and covering 
every spot therein ; and when he had made a convenient room for it, set it in a wall, and made i¢ fast with iron: for 
he provided for it that it might not fall, knowing that it was unable to help itself; for it is an image, and hath need 
of help. For textual remarks on verses 11-16, see Com. 

Vers. 17-19.—? A. V.: Then (S¢ with wey in the preceding verse) maketh he prayer for Ais goods, for. 3 and is. 
* speak to (mpocAad@r, speaks to in prayer, as the context shows; hence, appeals to). 5 For. 6 omits and. 
7 omits and. 8 that which is dead (III, 157. 248. Co., 79 vexpdv). .. hath least means to help (7d arrevporatov). 
® good journey. 1° for gaining and getting, and for good success of his. 4 that is most unable to do anything. 


CuHapterR XIII. 


Ver. 2. Violent water (A. V.). What is 


, t i xlyntov. Suitable, because easily worked. Cf. 
meant is water acting with great force, and we 


Vii, 22.— Xphomoy.... eis. In the later Greek 


have so rendered. 

Ver. 3, Teveoiapxns = beginning of origin. 
The word is found only here in the Apocrypha. 
Grimm suggests that the writer may have coined 
it. It is used, however, by some of the church 
Fathers, Cf. Sophocles’ Lex., ad voc. 

Ver. 6. For even they, kal yap airol, 7. e., 
those among the Israelites who are real seekers 
after wisdom. So Grimm. Gutberlet renders: 
‘For they perhaps err while they seek God and 
have the wish to find him.” 

Ver. 7, For being engaged. Not the Israel- 
ites just referred to, but those mentioned in the 
first part of verse 6.— Trust the appearance, or 
are persuaded by the view. Something like “ when 
they should not ”’ is to be understood, 

Ver. 9, The world, tov aiéva. Cf. xiv. 6; 
xviii. 4. On the use of the Greek word as a 


rendering for the Hebrew Diy, cf. Girdlestone, 
p. 504 ff. 


Ver. 10. To show art in (A. V.), éuuedérnua. 


Lit., that in which one is exercised, a practice. — 
Work of an ancient hand. Its age, and pos- 
sibly the fact that its origin was unknown, was 
the ground on which it was prized. 

Ver, 11, Saws down, éxmpicas. Lit., saws 
out, i. e., from a row of trees in a forest. — Ed- 





the accusative with this preposition is often used 
as a circumlocution for the dative; but in the 
present instance it was naturally to haye been 
expected. Cf. also Luke xiv. 35; 1 Tim. iv. 8; 
2 Tim, iii. 16. 

Ver. 12, Sates himself, éverAfo6y. Not an 
unimportant part of the description. ‘The author 
would say by it that the idol-maker first attends 
to his bodily wants, and regards his idol only as a 
secondary matter. See the following verse. 

Ver. 13. “Oors cuuregunds. Lit., with branches 
grown together. — Ev émimedela adpylas (epactas, 
ILL, et al.) abrod. Lit., in the care (i. ¢., employ- 
ment) of his leisure. — Eumeipla avécews (ouvéc- 
ews, text. rec. and A. V.); but the former is sup- 
ported by II. III. X. 23. 68. 106. 157. 253. 296. 
Ald., and adopted by Fritzsche. 

Ver. 14. MlAros, red earth, red chalk, or ochre. 
— xe, With paint. The gv«os (Lat., Sucus) 
was a sea-weed, from one kind of which a red 
color was prepared, which was used by Greek 
women as a cosmetic to give a florid complexion, 

Ver. 17. Tduwv. The plural does not neces. 
sarily prove that he is supposed to have had more 
than one wife, but may refer to the wife’s family 
or to the marriage relations in general. Cf. also 
xiv, 26; Xen., Cyr., viii. 4. 19.. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


AGAIN, one undertaking a sea voyage,’ and about to pass through raging waves, 
calleth upon a piece of wood more rotten than the vessel ? that carrieth him. For 
that desire of gain devised,’ and a workman prepared * 7t by Ads skill. But thy 
providence, O Father, steers it through ;* for thou hast vouchsafed a way also in ® 
the sea, and a safe path amidst waves; shewing that thou canst save from every- 
thing, in order that a man may also embark” without art. But thou desirest * not 
that the works of thy wisdom should be unemployed,’ and therefore do men commit 
their lives to a most insignificant piece of wood, and passing through ” billows are 
preserved by means of a raft. For in the old time also, when the proud giants 
perished, the hope of the world directed by thy hand escaped on a raft,” and left to 
the after world ® a seed of posterity. For blessed is the wood whereby righteous- 
ness cometh to be. But that which is made with hands 7s cursed, as well it, as he 
that made it: he, because he made 7; and it, because, being corruptible, 7¢ was 
called god. For the ungodly and his ungodliness are both in like manner * hateful 
unto God; and indeed that which is made shall be punished together with him that 
made 7t. Therefore also” upon the idols of the Gentiles shall there be a visitation ; 
because as a creation of God they became ™ an abomination, and stumbling-blocks 
12 to the souls of men, and a snare to the feet of fools.” For the devising of idols was 

the beginning of spiritual fornication, and the invention of them the corruption of 

13 life. For neither were they from the beginning, nor” shall they be for ever. 
14 For by the vain fancy” of men they entered into the world, and therefore was 
15 their speedy end decreed.” For a father afflicted with untimely mourning, 
when he had made an image of a child early * taken away, now honored him as a 
god, who was already a dead person,” and delivered to those that were under him 
16 ceremonies and sacrifices. Whereupon ™ in process of time the * ungodly custom 
grown strong was kept as a law, and graven images were accustomed to be wor- 
17 shipped by order of rulers.” Of those * whom men could not honor in presence, 
because they dwelt far off, they prepared an imitation of the form »® from far, and 
made a clear® image of the *! king whom they honored, to the end that by their 
18 zeal ® they might flatter him that was absent, as if he were present. And to an in- 
crease of idolatrous service, also, did the ambition of the artificer impel the igno- 
19 rant. For he, forthwith desirous ™ to please one in authority, forced all his skill 
20 to make the likeness as beautiful as possible. But * the multitude, carried away 
by the charm * of the work, held him now for an object of worship, who® a little 
21 before was honored as“ aman. And this became * an occasion to deceive the 
Vers. 1-5.— 1A. V.: preparing himself to sail (the words, oréAAew wAodv, were used technically for undertaking a 
sea voyage at the time our book was written). 2 The reading of III. 157. Old Lat. (Coverdale, “ stock ) Ar. &vAov, 
for rAotov agrees well with the context, but it can searcely be original; ef. ver. 5. 38 A. V,:; the raging waves.... 
verily (uév) desire . ... . devised that. 4 the workman built. For rexvirys IT. ITI. 68. 157. Co. Clem. of Alex. read 
rexviris. The former is preferred by Grimm, Reusch, and Fritzsche as more suitable to the context. The two were 
often confounded in the old MSS. 5 A. V.: governeth it (StaxuBépyg ; SuaxvBepvarar, 106. 261.). 6 made a way in 
(éS5wKas Kat év). 7 hath in the... . all danger: (for é« mavros — ef. x. 12 —II1. Old Lat. offer the plural of the latter; 
Coverdale, “ in all thinges *’) yea though (iva kav ; the first is omitted by 28. 253. ; the second is read as kai in IIT. 55. 
106. 248. 261 296. The variations probably arose from the supposed difficulty of the construction ; Coverdale, ‘* yee 


though a man wente to the see without shippe ’’) a man went to sea. 8 Nevertheless thou wouldest. ~ % idle (not 
11 rough sea in a weak vessel (oxedia, here a raft or float) are saved. 


Or C9 do et 


eos onl for) 


1 
1 


«sufficiently clear). 10 passing the (SveAdovtes). 

Vers. 6-13. — 12 A. V.: governed (kuBepynfeioa)...-ina weak vessel (é7i oxedtas). 18 all ages (ai@ve ; Il. — by 
first hand — X. have the article before this word ; ef. ver. 18; vi. 26; x. 1). 14 generation (see Com.). 16 whereby 
righteousness cometh {yiverat) .. . . are both alike (év tc). 16 For. 17 even. 18 in the creature ...are be- 
come. 19 the unwise. 20 neither. 


22 shall they come shortly to an end (réAos has the article in III. 
h the other authorities ; cf, Winer, p- 155 ff.). 23 hath made 
25 Thus (eira). 26 an. 27 were 


Vers. 14-19. —%1 A. V.: vain glory (see Com.). 
55. 157. 248. 254. 261. Co.; but it is better omitted wit 
.... Ais child soon. 24 which was thon (III. 296. read roy wore) a dead man. 
worshipped by the commandments of kings (marg., tyrants.). 28 omits Of those. 29 took the counterfeit of his 
50 an express. 81 a. 82 this their forwardness (orovéys has the article except in TII. 55, 106. 157. 254. 


visage. 1 
did help to set forward the ignorant to more super- 


261. ; cf. xix. 2). 38 Also the singular diligence of the artificer 
stition. 84 peradventure (Jun., fortasse) willing (raxa — BovAcuevos). Fritzsche strikes out the article before Kpa- 
roovrt, on the authority of IIT. X. CO. 253. 254. 261. Ald. It is wanting also in I. : 85 A. V.: forced all his (ry, and 
hence ‘‘ his,’ according to the principles followed by the A. V., should be in italics)... . resemblance of the best 

i nv OMOLOTHTG ET TO KAAALOV). 
. ae ee 30 A. y.: And so. 37 allured (éheAxdpevov). 88 grace. (The reading ebxapés ( ir. C.) for ebxape 
is rejected by the best critics. According to Reusch, the word evxapys does not exist: but it is found in the Rhetoric of 
Menander, 274, 5. See Sophocles, ad voc.). 39 took him now for a god, which. 40 but honored as. 41 was. 
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world : that! men, serving either calamity or tyranny, did ascribe unto stones and 
stocks the incommunicable name. : 

Afterwards it ? was not enough for them, that they erred respecting * the knowledge 
of God; but even while they lived in a great* war of ignorance, those so great 
evils® called they peace. For whilst they slew their children in sacrifices, or used 
secret ceremonies, or mad revellings according to other® rites, they kept neither 
lives nor marriage bed" any longer undefiled ; but either one slew another treach- 
erously, or offended® him by adultery. And there reigned universally without dis- 
crimination bloodshed and murder,’ theft and dissimulation, corruption, unfaithful- 
tion, tumults, perjury, disquieting of good men, forgetfulness of good turns, defiling 
of souls, abuse of sex,!° disorder in marriages," adultery, and lasciviousness.* For 
the worshipping of vain idols ¥ is beginning, and cause, and end,™ of all evil. For 
either they are mad in their festivities,” or prophesy lies, or live unjustly, or e/se 
lightly forswear themselves. For insomuch as their trust is in idols, which have no 
life, though they swear falsely, yet they look not to be hurt. But for both shall 
they be justly punished: because they thought evil’® of God, giving heed unto 
idols, and also unjustly swore in deceit, despising holiness. For 7¢ 7s not the power 
of them by whom they swore,” but Justice for sinners, that will always come upon 
the transgression of the unjust.1® 








22 


23 
24 


25 


26 
27 
28 


29 
30 


31 


3 in (mepé). 4 whereas... . the great. 5 plagues. 6 made 
(probably a misprint ; Gr., éuwaveis) . . . . of strange (Nannius, Bauermeister, Tischendorf, and Gutberlet would write 
e€dAdwv). 7 marriage (see Com.). 8 traitorously, or grieved. ® So that there reigned in all men without excep- 
tion (marg., confusedly. Fritzsche justly receives wavta (for wavras, which is too strong) from II. III. X. ©. 55. 68. 


1 for. 2% Moreover this (elra; cf. ver. 16). 


106. 157. 248. 254. 261. 296. Co. Old Lat. Syr. Ar. Arm.) blood, manslaughter (see Com.) 


Vers. 26-31. —10 A. V.: changing of kind (marg., sez). 
yera). 18 idols not to be named (see Com.). 


ners, that punisheth always the offence of the ungodly. 


11 (See Com. at ver. 24). 
14 the beginning, the cause, and the end. 
16 Howbeit for both causes .... both because .... thought not well. 
II. X. 55. 106. 157. 261. Ald. It is also the reading of II.; teat. rec., ouvvopévwr). 


12 shameless uncleanness (ac¢A- 
15 when they be merry. 
17 swear (Fritzsche receives duvupévwv from 
18 it ts the just vengeance of sin- 


Cuarrer XIV. 


Ver. 2. Skill, copia. This Greek word is here 
employed, doubtless for a good reason, as dis- 
tinguishing the work of the shipbuilder from that 
of the idol-maker, which was mere éuzeipta. 

Ver. 3. Grimm calls attention to the fact that 
Herodotus is the first to use mpévoi of the provi- 
dence of God (iii. 108); and, among the philoso- 
phers, Plato. 

Ver. 4. “Iva kav tvev réxvns tis émB7, in order 
that one may embark without art; 7. e., that 
he may trust, instead of his art, the divine guid- 
ance and protection. This was true of Noah, as 
is afterwards shown. 

Ver. 5. Works of thy wisdom. The staples 
of commerce are meant. The play on words here 
to which our author was much addicted is worthy 
of notice : uh apya elvar.. . . Epya. — Sxedla means, 
first, a light boat, raft, float ; and then, any ship. 

Ver. 6. Seed of generation, omépua yevécews. 
That is, seed by which the generations of men 
were preserved. Others understand it in the 
sense of semen genitale, 

Ver. 7. For blessed is the wood. There is 
no evidence that this is a gloss from a Christian 
hand, or that it has any direct reference to the 
cross of Christ. The wood may be meant which 
in general is used for a good and righteous pur- 
pose, or particularly that of Noah’s ark. It is 
possible, on the other hand, that the author may 
have had in view the sceptre of a king, or the 
staff of Moses. 

Ver. 9. The sentiment expressed can scarcely 
be harmonized with the author’s view at xi. 
24 ff., and is in itself unscriptural. “ Generally 
speaking, the positive and strong terms adicety, 
aoeBeiv, avdo.a morety, which occur often in classi- 





cal Greek, are met with in Scripture far more 
rarely than G@uaprdveww (to which aoeBeiv is paral- 
lel in Wisd. xiv. 9; Ecclus. xv. 20), which in the 
classics was far less highly ranked in its moral 
and religious sense. Herein is manifested, on 
the one hand, the far deeper religious views of 
Scripture which estimates “ failure,” or sin of 
omission, so seriously ; and, on the other hand, its 
deeper humanity, which does not resort to the 
strongest terms to designate what is sinful. The 
words in Wisd. xiv. 9, represent accordingly an 
unscriptural view.’ See Cremer’s ZLez., under 


aoceBew. 
Ver. 11. "Ev xtlowart @cod, in a creation of 
God. As God’s creation, they have been per- 


verted to what is an abomination. 

Ver. 12. Tlopye/a is here fornication in a spirit- 
ual sense, according to Old Testament usage. — 
S00pa Cwijs. The first word, which was some- 
times used for seduction (of a maiden), seems to 
have been chosen with reference to the context. 
It is also used in the Fathers (cf. Sophocles’ Lez., 
ad voc.) in the sense of “ abortion,’ which like- 
wise would give a good sense: “an abortion of 
life.” The latter word may be taken in its noblest 
sense as the life for and with God. 

Ver. 14. Kevodot/a, vanity, conceit. Here used, 
as the following verse shows, in the sense of vain 
illusion, fancy. The word is tendered by the 
A. V. at Phil. ii. 3, as in the present passage, by 
“vain glory.” 

Ver.15. Mvorhpia kal reAerds = secret services 
and festivals (for the dead). The mysteries, as 
is well known, were certain religious solemnities, 
the most celebrated of which were those of Ceres 
at Eleusis. It is supposed that they consisted 
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mostly of scenic, mythical representations. See 
art. “ Mysterien,” in Herzog’s Real-Encyk., x. 145- 
150. — Tedreri, a finishing, making perfect. It was 
used of initiation into the Mysteries, or, in general, 
of the celebration of the same. Cf. Herod., ii. 
171. It came afterwards to be applied to the 
celebration of any religious rite or festival. The 
TeAeoTHs Was the initiator. 

Ver. 16. The thought is, that what was first a 
simple family observance became, in process of 
time, a binding custom of the State. 

Ver.18. Ignorant. Those who did not know, 
perchance, who was meant to be represented by 
the image, or the circumstances under which it 
first came to be honored. 

Ver. 19. ‘Ouocornra, resemblance, likeness. Like 
a statue of marble, or a painted picture. —’Em 
7 «ddAuor, as beautiful as possible. The object was 
to flatter the person represented. 

Ver. 21. ’Eyéveto T@ Biw eis Evedpov = became a 
snare to the life. Blos has for secondary meanings : 
manner of life, occupation, and common life (or, 
the world we live in), as also a place of abode. Here 
the meaning seems to be that the fact mentioned 
was asource of danger to men. — Incommuni- 
cable name. Cf. Deut. vi. 4; Is. xlii. 8. “ No- 
men non communicandum idolis non tribuendum.” 
Bretschneider. 





festivity, with music and dancing; a carousal; 
especially, a festal procession in honor of Bacchus, 
or of a victor at the games. 

Ver. 24. Vduovs. The plural is noticeable. 
Cf. xiii. 17. Here, however, it is evidently to be 
rendered by marriage-bed. 

Ver. 25. The inevitable evil effects of a wrong 
belief are thus vividly portrayed, especially any 
belief that is contrary to the pure Biblical teach- 
ing concerning the divine Being. Cf. Rom. i. 
28 ff.— Aiua nad ddvos. In the former case mur- 
der by the shedding of blood is meant; in the 
latter, any kind of murder. —Tapaxy. The word 
was used of political confusions, tumults, by Xeno- 
phon also. 

Ver. 26. Q@dpuBos ayabav. The latter word 
might be used as neuter. In this case the uncer- 
tainty of the tenure of property would be meant. 

Ver. 27. ’Avavijuwv, not to be named (A. V.). 
They are called “nameless” in the sense that 
they are nothing (Gal. iv. 8; 1 Cor. viii. 4), or 
that they are without glory, despicable. The for- 
mer agrees better with Scriptural usage. 

Ver. 28. Mad in their festivities. They 
carried their ordinary carousals to the point of 
delirium. 

Ver. 31, TapdéBacwv, transgression. Here sin 
is marked as a deviation from that which the law 





Ver. 23. Kauos. The word means a joyful! had prescribed. Cf. Rom. iv. 15; vy. 13. 


CHAPTER XY. 


1 Bor thou, our God, art gracious and true, long-suffering, and in mercy rulest? all 
2 things. For if also? we sin, we are thine, knowing thy power ; but we will not sin, 
8 knowing that we are counted thine. For to know thee ¢s perfect righteousness ; 
4 and to know thy power a® root of immortality. For neither did a wicked invention 
of human art‘ deceive us, nor an image painted ® with divers colors, painters’ fruit- 
less labor; the sight whereof enticeth a fool to lust,® and he desires’ a lifeless 
form of a dead image.* Both they that make them and ® they that desire, and that 
worship them, are” lovers of evil things, and are worthy of such hopes." For a ™ 
potter, kneading * soft earth with much labor, fashioneth each one * for our service 5 
yea, of the same clay he fashions ** both the vessels that serve for clean uses, and 
such as serve to the contrary, all in the same manner ; “ but what is the use of each 
8 one of these two,* the potter is judge.” And employing himself ill,” he maketh 

a vain god of the same clay, he who * a little before was made ot earth,” and within 

a little while after returneth to that, out of which * he was taken, the loan of his 
9 soul being demanded back. Notwithstanding his care is, not that he is about to 

give out, nor that life 25 ig short; but he” striveth to excel goldsmiths and silver- 

smiths, and imitates workers ” in brass, and counteth it a™ glory to make what is 


5 
6 
7 


2 omits also (Kat). 8 yea, to know... . ts the. 4 the mis- 
‘der Menschenkunst arge Erfindung,” Bunsen’s Bibelwerk ; 
6 the painter’s . . . . fools (Fritzsche receives appove 
II. C. 28. Syr. Arm., dpoow) to lust after it (eis 
Co. Old Lat, Syr. Ar. Arm.; text. rec., 
8 the form of a dead image, that hath 


Vers. 1-5.—1 A. V.: OGod.. . . ordering. 
chievous invention of men (avOpdrwy Kakdtexvos érivo.a : 
‘ arger Menschenkunst Erfindung,’’ Grimm). 5 spotted. 
from III. —apparently first hand — X. 55. 106. 254. 261. Old Lat. Ar. ; 
dpeéw, adopted by Fritzsche from III. X. C. 23. 55. 106. 157. 248. 258. 254. 296. 
bverSos ; marg, of A. V., turneth a reproach to the foolish). 7 so they desire. 
no breath. } ; 

Vers. 6-9. —9 A. V.: omits and. 10 them and they that worship them are. 11 to have such things to trust upon. 
12 For (kat yap = etenim) the. 18 tempering (@A‘Bwv). 14 soft earth, fashioneth every vessel with much labour (text. 
rec. omits év before écacrov, but it is found in IIT. X. CG. 106. 157. 248. 258. 254. 261. 296. Co. Old Lat., and is adopted 
by Grimm, Reusch, and Fritzsche). 15 yea (4Ad’, but with an intensive force, as in A. V.). 16 maketh (averAdoaro), 
17 likewise also all such as serve (‘‘as serve ’’ is not in the Greek) to the contrary. 18 either sort (Cod. sia with 23. 
Ald., has érepov — text. rec., éxarépov ; — éxarépwv, 253., which is adopted by Fritzsche and Grimm ; the Greek oe the 
entire member runs: toUtwv 6 ékarépwy Tis Exdorou éotiv 7 xpHots). 19 the potter himself is the j udge. 20 his 
labours lewdly. 71 even he which. ™ earth himself. 23 to the same (eis ravTnv — i. e., earth —is to be supplied 
before é¢ fs) out of the which. 4 when his life which was lent him shall be demanded (ef. ver. 16 and Com. at that 
place)... . shall have much labour (the context requires the sense given above to kapvew ; ef. Com. at iv. 16, and 
marg. of A. V.). 25 his life. 28 omits hé. 27 endeayoureth to do like the workers. 28 his, 
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10 spurious.’ His heart 7s ashes, and his hope more paltry ° than earth, and his life 
11 more despicable *® than clay; for he knew not him that fashioned him,* and him 
12 that breathed ° into him an active soul, and implanted ° a living spirit. But they 
counted our existence’ a pastime, and life* a coming together® for gain; for, 
say they, we must be getting from whencesoever we can, yes, though it 10 be 
by evil means. For this man, that of earthly matter maketh brittle * vessels and 
graven images, knoweth that he sins above all others. But all are exceedingly 
foolish and more miserable than a child’s soul, enemies of thy people, who hold 
them in subjection.” For they also counted all the idols of the heathen to be 
gods ; which neither have use of eyes to see, nor noses to draw breath, nor ears to 
hear, nor fingers of hands to handle ; and their feet are useless for walking.“ For 
a> man made them, and he that borrowed his own spirit fashioned them; for no 
man can fashion a god equal to himself.° But being mortal, he produceth® a 
dead thing with wicked hands ; for he himself is better than the things which he 
worshippeth ; in comparison with which he, indeed,” lived once, but they never. 

And* they worship the animals” also that are most hateful; for being com- 
pared together as it respects stupidity,” some are worse than others. Neither are 
they beautiful, as far as finding pleasure in the view of them as animals is con- 
cerned ; and they failed also * of the praise of God and his blessing. 


13 
14 


15 
16 
17 


18 
19 


Ver. 9,—1 A. V.: counterfeit things (KiBdyAa). 

Vers. 10-14.—? A. V.: vile. 8 of less value. 4 forasmuch as he knew .... his Maker (rdv mAdcavra abtov; 
TIT. C. 55. 157. 254. Ar. read woujoavra for the participle ; but it is rejected by Grimm, Reusch, and Fritzsche. It would 
seriously mar the comparison). 5 inspired (€umvevoavta). 6 breathed in (éudvajoarta). 7 life. 8 our 
time here (marg.: Gr., life). ® a market (see Com.). 10 every way (o@ev 54) though it (kav; TIT. 55. 248.254. Co. 
read kai; while Ceomits the word). _ 4 this man (simply o70s, and we might have expected, therefore, to find in 
the A. Y..the latter word in italics; not a few instances of this kind of inconsistency occur. It is indeed possible 
that the A. V. had some kind of authority for its course in these cases, but it is not easy to discover it. Of. ver. 9; his 
life”)... . brickle. 12 himself to offend... . And all (révres ; mévTwv, IIT. C. 254. 296.) the enemies of thy people, 
that (the article before karaévvacrevoartes is supported by I1.—by first hand —as well as by 23. 106. 253. 261. 296. Co., 
cited by Fritzsche) hold them in subjection are most foolish (Fritzsche adopts the comparative — for the superlative of 
text. rec. — from X. C. 106. 253. 261. Old Lat.), and ave more miserable (see Com.) than yery babes (Codd. IIT. CG, 248. 
296. with Co. read Wuxas vytiwy, and 55, 254. agree as it respects the latter word). 

Vers. 15-19. —18 A, V.: omits also (III. C. 55. 157. 248. Co. Old Lat. Syr. Ar. Arm. omit xaf after 6rt). 14 the use 
of eyes (lit., to whom is neither use of eyes for seeing) . . . . as for their feet, they are slow to go (apyot mpds ériBacuv), 
15 omits a. 16 but (ydp).... make a god like unto himself (air@ Smovoy ; as the context demands, the pronoun does 
not refer to God, but to the subject of the sentence ; hence Fritzsche, for clearness, would change it to av7e ; 23., 
éavTo ; 55. 248. 258. 254., aitav). 17 For (dé, omitted by 261.). 18 worketh. 18 whereas he (for avrod dy, 
Fritzsche receives from X., av6’ Sv ; 153. 257. omit dv). 2° Yea. . 2 worshipped those beasts. 2 omits as it respects 
stupidity (avora, text. rec.; 55., ayvoia; Grimm would prefer aviq—bane, trouble; Reusch and Fritzsche, following 
Tischendorf, adopt avoiq). 28 so much as to be desired in respect of beasts: but they went without (exmépevye). 


CHAPTER XV. 


Ver. 1. 3b dé is emphatic. Cf. for a similar 
thought Ex. xxxiv. 6. 

Ver. 2. For if also we sin. The meaning 
seems to be that, though they might fall into sin, 
they did not utterly fall away from God and deny 
Him: they continued to recognize his power. — 
But we will not sin. “Scimus nos ad tuam 


vocabulis significantur animi sensa et cogitata, 
mens, animus ipse, sicut per gua corporis facta.” 
— Root of immortality, 7. e. in its preventive 
influence. . 
Ver. 5. The A, V. reads eis dpetw, which is 
also adopted by Fritzsche, Grimm, and others, in 
accordance with the above-mentioned textual au- 


curam peculiarem pertinere, ideoque nos majorem 
debere gratiam.” —Grotius. The author's views 
concerning what constitutes sin seem to have 
been far from clear, and his opinion of the Israel- 
ites quite too flattering. This arose from his fun- 
damental principle, that the possession of the co- 
gia —which naturally the Israelites in general, 
as such, possessed —was the principal thing in 
morality. See Introd., under “ Doctrinal Teach- 
ing. 

Ver. 3. Cf. our Saviour’s words at John xvii. 
8. This could only be true of a knowledge of 
God which is not simply intellectual, but a knowl- 
edge that influences the heart and the feelings. 
— Perfect (éAdéxAnpos) righteousness. This ad- 
jective is also used at 1 Mace. iv. 47, whole (stones). 
Cf. Kuinoel also, at 1 Thess. v. 23 (Obs., p. 147) : 
* Nam sensus est: vos Deus reddat sanctissimos. 
Populariter conjunguntur mvefua et wuxh, quibus 





thorities. —"Epyeo@ar els Tt = elvau eis T1, to serve 
for something. 

Ver. 9. BpaxureAjj. It is found nowhere else 
in the Bible, but occurs in ecclesiastical Greek. 
Cf. Sophocles’ Lex., s.v. It is formed like e3- 
TeAns (ed, TéAos), easily paid for, cheap; then 
mean, paltry, worthless. It is here used in the 
sense of fleeting. 

Ver. 11. The author at this point uses wuxn 
and mvedua in apparent distinction ; but it is, as it 
should seem, only an apparent one; the accent 
being laid on the adjectives which qualify the two 
words, rather than on the words themselves. Cf. 
i. 43 viii, 19 5 ix. 155 xvi. 14; and verses 8 and 16 
of the present chapter. 

Ver. 12. Pastime, mwalyiov. Lit., a toy, from 
mal(w.— Tayyyupirudy émixepdj. A maviyupis (ras, 
dyopd) was an assembly of the whole nation, espe- 
cially for a public festival like the Olympic games ; 
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then, any festival; and, as at such times there 
was much buying and selling, the meaning mar- 
ket also came to be attached to it. 

Ver. 14. Foolish and more miserable, ¢, e., 
with respect to ignorance and superstition. 

Ver. 16. Borrowed (his own) spirit, 7) mvedua 
dedavercuevos. See verse 8: 7d rs Wuxijs araityGels 
xpéos, the loan of his soul being demanded back. 
Cf. Text. Notes and Luke xii. 20. 

Ver. 17. ’Av@’ &v airés, in comparison with 
which (the idols and their makers) he. With 
the common text, a’trod dy aitds, there would be 
a peculiar use of the genitive of the relative in a 
partitive signification, and at the same time in- 
cluding within itself the two following clauses: 
“of whom he indeed lived ; they, on the contrary, 
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gS te ba Ss i a a 


Sinaitic MS. has in this case preserved the true 
reading, although standing alone. 

Ver. 18. “Avoiw yap ouykpwéueva tov &AAwY 
éor) xelpova, for being compared together as 
it respects stupidity [or /fury?] some [ani- 
mals] are worse than others. So most com- 
mentators. Grotius adds the remark: ‘“ MJulto 
enim plus intelligit elephas, sollertier est vulpes aut 
simia ; loquatior psittacus.” Grimm, however, sup- 
posing that the subtilty of the serpent as de- 
scribed in Genesis (iii. 1) is referred to, would 
read, as appears above, for &voia (avola, Fritzsche 
,and Reusch) ayia, bane, trouble, which certainly 
is more in harmony with the context, especially 
the ¢y@cra of the previous clause, if it be taken 
in its natural sense. 





never.” The Vulgate reads és for dy (quia tpse).| Ver. 19. Failed also of the praise of God. 
But it is not unreasonable to suppose that the| Cf. for the fact Gen. i. 21-25; iii, 14. 





CuHaPtTer XVI. 


THEREFORE by the like were they punished deservedly,’ and by means of a? 
multitude of monsters, tormented. Instead of which punishment, dealing graciously 
- with thy* people, thou preparedst for them strange food for their hankering 
desire, quails as nourishment :* to the end that those, while ° desiring food, might 
through the ugly appearance ° of the things‘ sent among them be diverted even from 
their natural appetite; * but that these, suffering want® for a short space, might 
also be made partakers of a.strange food." For it was requisite that upon them, 
exercising tyranny, should come unavoidable want ; 12 but to these it should only be 
shown how their enemies were tormented. And truly * when the terrible” 
fierceness of reptiles 1° came upon them, and they perished through” the stings of 
crooked serpents, thy wrath endured not for ever; but they were troubled for a 
short 8 season, for admonition, that having a sign of salvation, they might be put es 
in remembrance of the commandment of thy law. For he that turned himself 
towards it was not saved by the thing that he saw, but by thee, that art the Saviour 
of all. And in this also thou didst persuade our enemies,” that it is thou who 
deliverest from all evil: for them the bite of locusts ** and flies killed, neither was 
there found a remedy for their life ; for they deserved to be punished by such ; 
but thy sons not even ™ teeth of venomous dragons overcame; for thy mercy came 
to their aid, and healed them. For they were stung,” that they might * remem- 
ber thy words ; and were quickly saved, lest * falling into deep forgetfulness, they 
should become unsusceptible for” thy goodness. And truly, 2 was neither herb, 
nor plaster,” that restored them to health; but thy word, O Lord, cond healeth 
all things For thou hast power of life and death ; thou both * leadest down 
to the gates of Hades,” and bringest up again, oe 
A man, on the other hand, indeed killeth in hits wickedness, but the spirit when at 
hath gone forth he bringeth not back; nor releaseth a soul that hath been received. 
15, 16 But it is not possible to escape thine hand. For ungodly men who denied 


4 meat ofa strange taste, even quails to 


1 
2 


oO ie) 


/ 


a) co oO bas | a 


J, 
1 
12 


13 
14 


—1A.Y.: worthily. 2 by the. 8 beasts .... thine own. : 
seagate ae (before i Ha See III. 55. 248. Co. Old Lat. insert ois, which would require the 2d per. ane 
evepyéerncas, instead of the participle evepyerjoas). 5 they (exeivor mev). 6 for the ugly sight (cidéxevav 4 ante 
Geioav, IL. III. 68. 106. 253. Co, Ald. Old Lat. Syr. Ar. Arm. ; but it is rejected by Grimm, Rppeehs and Fritzse e). 
7 beasts. 8 lothe even that, which they must needs desire. 9 but these suffering penury. omits also (Kat). 
11 taste (yevoews ; but by metonymy used for the thing tasted). é 

Vers. 4-8. —12 A. V.: penury, which they could not avoid. 18 shewed. aioe ‘ 
(Onpiwv ; the context shows that reptiles ye Hee .. me ae te ae Het small. 
i i A is thou ma if 5 
pee? ian Vat ines es 22 any. 23 were worthy. 2% the very (ovdé). 25 was ever 
“A oe lapneaniuley: 26 pricked (marg., stung). 27 they should. 28 that not. 29 might be cee 
mindful of —marg., never drawn from — (amepioracro. means, literally, not drawn hither and thither, vena ae 
23. 253. read amepioraror, defenseless, helpless ; see Com.). of For it was.... oveg thee oo ape a ines ‘ a 
65. 106. 157. 248. 254. 261. 296. read wévras for wdvra). —_*# omits both and down. hell. ager Beer 

force of on the other hand) indeed killeth through his malice (uev Ty Kaxtg avrov) : and (dé) the spirit when itis g 


16 horrible. 16 beasts 
19 that they might be 
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that they knew? thee, were scourged by the strength of thine arm; with unaccus- 
tomed ? rains, and ® hails, and unavoidable showers, were they pursued ;* and through 
fire were they consumed. What, however, was® most to be wondered at: the 
fire had more force in the water, that quencheth all things ; for the world * fighteth 
for the righteous. For sometimes a flame was mitigated, that it might not 
burn up the creatures’ that were sent against the ungodly, but themselves 
might see and perceive that they were pursued by ® the judgment of God. And 
at another time it burneth even in the midst of water above the power of fire, that 
it might destroy the fruits of an unjust land. Instead whereof thou feddest thy ° 
people with angels’ food, and didst send them untiringly from heaven bread prepared, 
strong in every kind of pleasant relish ® and agreeing to every taste. : 

For thy substance" declared thy sweetness unto thy children, and serving the 
appetite of the eater, transformed itself according to that which each one desired.” 
But snow and ice withstood ® fire, and melted not, that they might know that 
flaming fire flashing through hail and rain, destroyed “ the fruits of the enemy. 
But this again did even forget its © own strength, that righteous ones might be nour- 
ished. For the creation serving” thee, who art its’® Maker, puts forth its” 
strength against the unrighteous for their punishment, and abateth it * for the ben- 
efit of such as put their trust in thee. Therefore also then was it altered into all 
kinds,” and was obedient to thy grace, that nourisheth all things, according to the 
desire of them that had need, that thy sons, O Lord, whom thou lovest, might 
learn, that ¢¢ 7s not the various kinds * of fruits that nourish * man ; but that it is thy 
word, which preserveth them that put their trust in thee. For that which was not 
destroyed by * fire, being warmed by a short lived* sunbeam, soon melted away, 
that it might be known, that we must rise before ” the sun to give thee thanks, and 
before the break of day * pray unto thee. For the hope of an unthankful man * 
shall melt away as the winter’s hoar frost, and shall run away as useless ® water. 








ly 
18 
19 
20 


21 
22 


23 
24 


25 
26 
27 


28 
29 


returneth not (avaorpéper) ; neither the soul received up cometh again (zapadnpGcicay is rendered by Bunsen’s Bibel- 
werk, gefesselte, bound, t. e., in the underworld ; but its more literal meaning seems preferable, eis gov being under- 
stood. 

Vers. 16-20, —1A. V.: the ungodly that... . to know (cf. fora similar thought, xii. 27). 
the sense given above). 3 omits and. 


2 strange (févois, but with 
# and showers were they persecuted, that they could not avoid. 5 For 
which is (70 yap; “‘ Was aber....war. Grimm and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk. Cf. Kiihner, § 500, 2). 6 world (0 kdapo0s 
= the material world). 7 the flame.... beasts. 8 persecuted with. 9 thine own (gov). 10 them from heaven 
bread prepared (for aprov avtois am’ odpavov érenas, we have dprov am’ (é, 28. 155.) odpavod (55. adds Kat) mapéoyes 
(émeuypas, 248. Co.) avrots in III. X. 28. 55. 106. 155. 248. 258. 254. 261. 296. A. B. E. H. Co. Old Lat. Syr. Arm., and it is 
adopted by Fritzsche) without their labour (dxomudrws ; so Wahl, sine labore ; but it seems better to take the word, with 
Grimm and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, in the sense of without cessation; lit., without getting tired ; see Com.), able to content 
(tcxvovra ; Grabe would read icxovra, following the Old Lat.— in se habentem — but it is rejected by Grimm, Reusch, 
and Fritzsche ; cf. Com.) every man’s delight. z 

Vers. 21-29.— 11 A. V.: sustenance (for imécracis, Nannius suggested the impossible reading, tréoraégts ; Grabe, 
andaragts ; cf. Bleek’s Com. at Heb. i. 8, and our note below). 12 serving to the appetite . . . . tempered itself to every 
man’s liking. 18 endured (lit., but not clear) the. 14 fire burning in the hail and sparkling in the rain, did destroy. 
15 enemies (plur., but more idiomatically rendered by the sing.). 16 his. 17 the righteous might... . creature that 
serveth. 18 the (the article is found, but with the force of the possessive pronoun). 19 jncreaseth his. 20 his 
strength. 21 even. 2 fashions (révra, but the idea of being changed into — all — kinds is contained in the verb). 
* children .... might know... . growing (ai yevéoeus). 24 nourisheth. 25 of the. 26 with a little. 27 pre- 
vent, 28 at the dayspring (pis avaroAnv pwtds ; see Com.). *9 the unthankful (155. has the plur.; ef. Com.). 
80 unprofitable. 


Cuartrr XVI. 
Ver. 1. Were they (i. ¢., the Egyptians) pun- 


ished. The author takes up again the thread of 
thought dropped at xi. 16. ' 

Ver. 2. This hankering desire, however, was 
looked upon as sinful by Jehovah, and severely 
punished. Cf. Numb. xi. 31 ff, 

Ver. 3. The reason is given for what is said to 
have been done in verse 1. It was the Egyptians 
who lost their natural appetite, on account of the 
various hateful animals that intruded themselves 
into their dwellings and their food. — But that 
these, 7. e. the Israelites, were made partakers of 


a new food. The quails before referred to are 
meant. - 

Ver. 5. Upon them, the Israelites. See Numb. 
xxi. 6 ff. 





Ver. 6. Having a sign of salvation, namely, the 
brazen serpent. — Might be put in remembrance. 
Not the brazen serpent alone, but the trouble and 
the warning also, were calculated to do this. 

Ver. 9. Bites of locusts.... killed. This fact, 
if it be one, is not derived from the Pentateuch. 
That certain species of locusts will bite, if molested, 
is no longer disputed ; but the statement here made 
can only rest on the supposition that in this case 
a miraculous power was given to them. 

Ver. 10. ’Avrimapépxouat ( = avrimdpet), to 
march over against, or alongside of. Here, with the 
added idea of being present to aid. 

Ver. 11. Adyov. The diminutive of Adyos, in 
the sense of command. — Falling into deep for- 
getfulness. This somewhat peculiar form of ex- 


THE WISDOM 


OF SOLOMON. 267 





pression, ets Badetay eumecdyres AnOny, is probably 
due to the idea of forgetfulness entertained by the 
_ Greeks as connected with the river Lethe. — 

*Aneploraoro. A word belonging to the later 
Greek. Here apparently in the sense given above. 

Ver. 12. Thy word, t.¢., thy expressed will. 
Cf. Ps. cvii. 20. 

Ver. 13. On the expression méAa Gov, cf. 
Job xxxvill. 17; Ps. ix. 18, cvii. 18; Is. xxxviii. 
10. Hades, according to the general representa- 
tion of Scripture, isthe kingdom of the dead, 
both of the good and of the evil, but especially 
the place where sinners receive the punishment of 
their evil deeds. Cf. Notes at Add. to Esth. ii. 7. 

Ver. 17. The fire that fell with the rain and 
hail just spoken of, instead of being put out 
thereby, only raged the fiercer. Cf. LXX. at Ex. 
ix. 24. 

Ver. 18. The two plagues described are here 
mixed together as though they had occurred at 
the same time. Schmid would explain the repre- 
seutation by supposing that the Egyptians sought 


to exterminate the insects through fire. It is a 
pure invention, however. 
Ver. 20. Tpophy ebduicas tov Aady cov. This 


is one of the verbs which is commonly followed by 
two accusatives: one of a person, and the other 
of the thing. Cf. LXX. at Numb. xi. 4; Deut. 
xxxii. 13. At 1 Cor. xiii. 3, it is used in another 
sense: “Feed out all my goods.” —’Axomdrws 
for axomidores, untiringly, is to be connected with 
‘@meuas (or rapéoxes). —Macay jdovnv icxtorta, 
strong in (with respect to) every kind of pleas- 
ant relish, or, using the participle transitively, 
providing (lit., strengthening) every enjoyment. The 
former is the rendering preferred by Grimm. 
Others take the participle in the sense of excelling, 


like the verb 4» in Hebrew. It was taught in 


the Talmud, that as the child finds in the mother’s 
milk various kinds of relishable things which the 
mother has eaten, so the Israelites in the manna. 
The same tradition seems here to be met with. 
The manna tasted to him who ate it just as the 
food which he at the time most desired would have 
tasted. Some Roman Catholics, regarding this 


. 





tradition as fact, go so far as to hold that an 
actual transubstantiation took place, and that the 
manna was changed into the various other kinds 
of wished-for food. 

Ver. 21. ‘H piv yap imdoracls cov. Schmid, 
Gutberlet, and others refer “thy substance” to 
the manna. Grimm says if it had referred to the 
manna, avrod instead of cov would have been used, 
and that the substance, being of God is meant. 
But may not cov here be properly understood in 
the sense of “from thee ” ? 

Ver. 22. The idea is that while the Egyptians 
were plagued through ice ang snow, which the 
fire flashing through them could not melt, this 
ice-like substance, the manna, was not melted by 
the same agencies, but became food for the Is- 
raelites. Cf. Ex. xvi. 23; Numb. xi. 8. The 
manna (as it is here implied) was even cooked 
(ver. 20), and made ready to be eaten, by that 
which worked such evil to their enemies. — 

Ver. 26. Cf. Deut. viii. 8, and our Saviour’s 
words at Matt. iv. 4. 

Ver. 27. The statement just made is now 
illustrated by the case of the manna. For that 
which was not destroyed by fire, 7. e. in the 
cooking, before it was sent down to the earth. 

Ver. 28. pds dvaroAhy gpwrds, before day- 
break. Some commentators, without sufficient 
reason, take the preposition in the sense of direc- 
tion, and suppose that our author, with the Es- 
senes, would teach that one should pray with the 
face directed towards the rising sun. See Jo- 
sephus (Bell. Jud., ii. 8, § 5). Cf£., however, Ps. 
vy. 3; lvii. 8; Ixxxvili. 13. The Mishna (Bera- 
choth, i. 2) also, according to Gutmann, has a 
similar thought: “One should begin it [prayer] 
as soon as he can distinguish light blue and white 
(i. e., at early dawn), and end with the shining out 
of the sun.” k 

Ver. 29. ’Axdpioros. We have translated by 
“unthankful;” but this seems hardly the right 
word to suit the context. Bretschneider remarks 
on the passage (Lex., ad voc.) : ’Axdpirros signifi- 


cat vel nefandum (e. g. &dikos, v. 24), vel alienum a 


Deo, alienum a gratia, beneficiis Dei, quales Algyp- 
tii idolatrie dediti, ibi describuntur.” 





CHapTerR XVII. 


1 For great are thy judgments, and hard to search out ; 1 therefore undisciplined 
2 souls fell into error.2 For unrighteous men thinking’ to oppress a* holy nation, 
being shut up in their houses,’ prisoners of darkness, and fettered by® a long 


3 night, lay banished’ from the eternal 
selves to be ® hid in their secret sins, 


providence. 1 
they were in darkness through a thick® veil 


For while they supposed them- 


of forgetfulness, being fearfully ® astonished, and thrown into confusion by“ ap- 


A paritions.” 


but noises 


Vers. 1-4. —1A.V.: cannot be expressed (Svadujyntot, see Com.). 
. . in their houses, the (marg., under their roofs). 
9 were scattered (for éoxopric@ycay IIT. C. 55. 106. 157. 254. B. 


5 they being. . 
8 supposed to lie. 


thought. 4 the. 
there exiled (marg., fugitives). 


C. H. read éoxoric@ncav, which Fritzsche adopts with Grimm, Apel, Bauermeister, but not Reusch) 
11 troubled with (too weak for éxrapacadpevor). 


Com.).  ™ horribly. 


13 neither might the corner (uvxds ; X., worxds ; TII., wiGos).-. . keep. 
rec. II. X. 68., 4668s) from III. C. 23. 55. 106, 155. 157. 248, 253. 254. 261. Co.). 
16 (repixourréw ; it is found only here in the Apoc. ; ef, Thucyd. 


For not even the nook that held them kept™ them without fear ; a 
15 sounded about 1° them and threw them into confusion,” and sad spectres * 


8 when unrighteous men 
6 with the bonds of. 7 lay 


2 have erred. 


under a dark (see 
12 strange apparitions (marg., sights). 
14 from fear (Fritzsche receives apdBous (text. 
15 noises as of waters falling down. 


vi. 17.) 17 omits last clause (éxrapaccovtes, text. rec., 


karapdocovres ; X. 106. 261., rapdecovres ; II. has not from the second hand, as Fritzsche states, dexrapdccovres, 1. ¢., 
8 éxrapdo. That is the reading of II. from the first hand. By a second hand was written an aabove, between the cand 


1, i. ¢., 68 xarapéc. Hence the original reading of IL. is that 


which Fritzsche, following Grimm, adopted). visions. 
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appeared unto them with frowning! countenances. And? no power of fire could? — 
give them light; neither could the bright shining of the stars avail * to lighten that 
horrible night. But there kept appearing unto them only a fire kindled of itself, 
very dreadful; and® being exceedingly terrified at that sight which was not seen, 
they thought what was seen to be worse. The tricks of magic art failed, moreover, 
and its vaunting of wisdom was tested to its disgrace.’ For they that promised to 
drive away terrors and troubles from a sick soul, were sick themselves with a fear - 
worthy to be laughed at. For though no real object of terror made them afraid,’ 
yet being scared forth both by the coming up of noxious insects, and the * hissing 
10 of serpents, they died for fear, even refusing to see the air,’ which can on * no side he 
11 avoided. Fer wickedness, condemned by her own testimony,” is  timorous, and 
12 being pressed by ™ conscience, always forecasteth grievous things. For fear is noth- 
13 ing else but a giving up of the means of succor which reason offereth. But 
the expectation of succor, overpowered from within, counteth its ignorance more 
14 than the cause that bringeth the torment. And they, sleeping the same sleep in 
the night which was really powerless and came from the recesses of the powerless 
15 under-world, partly were harried by portentous apparitions, and partly were par- 
alyzed by their heart failing them; for a sudden and unlooked-for fear came upon 
16 them. Since it was so, whosoever was there, losing all courage, was kept” 
17 shut up in a prison without iron bars. For whether he were husbandman, or shep- 
herd, or one of the laborers employed in the waste,” he was overtaken, and endured 
the ® necessity, which could not be avoided; for they were all bound with one 
18 chain of darkness. Whether 7¢ were a whistling wind, or a melodious song” of 
birds among the thick * branches, or a measured rise and™ fall of water running 
19 violently, or a terrible crash ” of stones cast down, or a running that could not be 
seen of frisking animals,” or a roaring voice of most terrible * wild beasts, or a 
20 rebounding echo from a mountain hollow **: it made them swoon for fear. For 
the whole world shone ” with clear light, and was engaged in unhindered labor ; * 
21 over them only was spread ® a heavy night, an image of that darkness which should 
afterwards receive them ; but they were ® unto themselves more grievous than the 
darkness. 
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Ver. 4.—1 A. V.: heavy (amerdyrows, not smiling, dark). 

Vers. 5-10. —2 A. V.: omits And. 8 the fire might. 4 flames of the stars endure. 5 Only there appeared 
unto thema.... for. 6 they thought the things which they saw to be worse than the sight they saw not (106. 
omits uy before Oewpovyévys, and supplies it before BAemoweva). As for the illusions of arf magick, they were put down, 
and their yaunting in wisdom was reproved with disgrace. 7 of fear . . . . though no terrible thing did fear them. 
8 scared (éxoecoBynuévor ; éxrepoByuevor, IIL. 106.; éxmepoBoujévwy, 261.) with wild beasts that passed by (kvwidAwp 
mapodous) and. ® denying that they saw the air. 20 could of. 

Vers. 11-15.—" A. V.: witness (text. rec., waptupel ; Fritzsche, with Grimm and Reusch, adopt paprupe from IIT. X. 
55. 248. 254. 296, Co.; C., waprupia). 12 is very. 18 pressed with (cf. ver. 20). 14 betraying of the succours, 
16 And the expectation from within, being Jess, counteth the ignorance more than the cause which bringeth the tor- 
ment. (A. V. has a parenthesis inclosing vers. 11-13.) But they sleeping the same sleep that night, which was indeed 
intolerable, and which came upon them out of the bottoms of inevitable hell (for daduvdrov ddov pvxav 106. 261. 
read aduvdrwy @.), were partly vexed with monstrous apparitions, and partly fainted, their heart failing them: for 
a are fear, and not looked for, came upon them (Fritzsche receives émexv@m from X. 23. 106. 155. 253. text. rec., 
ender). 

Vers. 16-21,—1 A. V.: So then (it does not bring out the transition forcibly enough; Gr., «6? otzws) whosoever 
there fell down (6s Syror’ ody Hp éxe?, karamirrwy ; the last word seems to have the meaning to lose courage) was straitly 
kept. 17 @ labourer (rv . . . . épydrns 46x8wv) in the field (marg., desert). 18 endured that (uéve seems to have here 
the peculiar meaning given it in the A. V.; so Grimm and Wahl; Bunsen’s Bibelwerk renders: erlag er—=gave up to, 
was subjected to). WMnoise, 2 spreading (auprAradys = taking in on all sides, and so, thickly grown). 2a pleasing 
(puv0uds). #2 sound (krvzos often refers to the crash of thunder or the clash of arms; it comes from rimrw). 23 skip- 
ping beasts. *4 savage (amnvys — here in the superlative —is the same word that is rendered “ terrible,’ — marg. 
“hideous ” —a few lines before. It means ‘‘ rough,” and then “ fearful,’’ ‘‘ horrible.”? For the gen. plur., IIT. hes 
the nom. sing.). 75 the mountain hollows. Fritzsche receives xocAdryros from II. III. X. 23. 55. 68. 106. 155. 248. 253. 
254. 296. Co. Ald. ; text. rec., kovAordtwr. 26 A. V.: these things made them to. 27 shined. 28 none were 
hindered in their labour (the subject of cvvetxero — cf. Acts xviii. 5 in the Greek, the A. V. not rendering it correctly 
—is clearly 6 xocwos of the preceding line).  *® spread (Cod. II., with III. 68. 106. Ald., read ééraro — TeTAVVUELL — 


vulg., émeréraro, pluperf. pass. of émvreivw). 80 yet were they. 
Cuaprer XVII. 
Ver. 1. Avodihynrou, difficult to make out, un-| Ver. 8. Although not in harmony with the 
searchable. The word is not elsewhere found. pointing of the tert. rec., it seems much better to 


Ver. 2. For the historical fact, cf. Ex. x. 23.| connect the words, “under a thick veil of forget- 
— Banished from the eternal providence, i. ¢.,|fulness,” with “to be’hid,” and the verse would 
excluded from the benefits arising from it. then read: “For while they imagined that they 
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were hid in their secret sins under a dark veil of 
forgetfulness, they were fearfully astonished and 
thrown into great confusion by phantoms.” 

Ver. 4. Muxés, nook (Lat., sinus, recessus, also 
penetrale). It refers to the retired part of the 
dwelling to which they were banished by the 
darkness. What is here and in the following 
verse given as historic fact is simply a fantastical 
enlargement of what is said of the Egyptians at 
Bix, 21 fF 

Ver. 5. ‘Yréuevov, avail. . The verb means 

to remain behind ; also, to venture, undertake, and to 
be able. 
. Ver. 6. It is simply meant that their terror 
_magnified the evil not a little. They saw a fire, 
without anything to cause it; and their fear be- 
cause of that which was hidden made this fire and 
light worse than the darkness. 

Vers.7,8. That the magicians sought through 
magical arts to do away with the fears of the 
Egyptians caused by the darkness, is not said in 
the Pentateuch. But cf. Ex. ix. 11, from which 
the idea may have been derived. 

Ver. 9. “ExoeooBnuévor (éx coBéw), scared forth, 
i. e., from the nooks into which they had been pre- 
viously driven by the darkness. — Refusing to 
see the air. They shut their eyes, and would not 
look at the reality, and so died of terror caused 
by imagined horrors. 





pearance of this interesting word in Biblical 
Greek in the present sense. It means literally a 
knowing with one’s self, i. e., one’s own consciousness 
comes forward as witness. ‘It expresses the 
consciousness man has of his behavior (uvhun), 
and his insight into its relation to moral obliga- 
tion (cvveois) in the form in which it manifests 
itself,—as he is a witness against himself (udprus, 
kathyopos, tvyupaxos). What the nature of this 
consciousness is — the fact that it is more than a 
mere function of the intellect or memory — be- 
comes clear where the word is used in its full 
force ; to wit, as adopted in the New Testament.” 
See Cremer’s Lex., sub voce. 

Ver. 12. Of the means of succor. One of 
these is the habit of inquiry, by the exercise of 
which a person would not be frightened to death 
by what is merely phantasmagorial. 

Vers. 13-15. The idea is that despair of help 
leads to depreciating the means of help and to 
the concentration of the thought on the object 
that causes tefror. And their despairing per- 
plexity, moreover, becomes to them a greater evil 
than the real evil that causes it. 

Ver. 18. ‘Pu@uds seems to be used of the water, 
on account of the rising and falling of the sound 
according to the direction and force of the wind. 

Ver. 21. They were a “ burden to themselves ” 
on account of the stings of their violated con- 


Ver. 11. Ti cuvedjoe. This is the first ap-| sciences. 





Cuartrer XVIII, 


1 Bur? thy saints had clearest ? light, whose voice they indeed heard, but saw not 
their® shape; because they also had not* suffered the same things, they counted 
them happy.° And ° that they did not hurt them now, of whom they had been wronged 
before, they thanked ‘hem, and besought pardon that’ they had been enemies. On 
the other hand thou didst furnish * them a burning pillar of fire, as well a guide on 
an unknown journey, as* a harmless sun for a glorious expedition.° Those truly 
deserved” to be deprived of light, and imprisoned in darkness, who had kept thy 
sons shut up, by whom the incorruptible ” light of the law was to be given unto 

' the world. 

5 And having determined ® to slay the babes of the saints, and* one child having 

been exposed,” and saved for punishment,’® thou tookest away the multitude of 

6 their children, and destroyedst them altogether in a mighty” water. Of that night 

were our fathers informed beforehand,® that knowing unto what oaths they had 

7 given credence, they might safely * be of good cheer. So by *! thy people was 

8 

9 


em coro 


expected first salvation tor * the righteous, then * destruction for their 4 enemies, 
For wherewith thou didst punish our adversaries, by this * thou didst glorify us, 
whom thou hadst called. For the holy ” children of good men * did sacrifice se- 


- Vers. 1-5.—1A.V: Nevertheless. 2 a very great (uéy:orov, but as the context demands with the sense given). 
8 hearing, and not seeing their. 4 (For ody, ITT. 254. Co. Old Lat. read ov.) 5 (See Com.) 6 But for. 7 them 
pardon for that (Grimm and Reusch recommend the reading nixapicrovy, which is supported by all the Codd. except 
II. X. 68., which support the text. rec., evxapiorovorr). 8 Instead whereof thou gayest. ® both to be a guide of 
the... .and (wév — d€). 10 to entertain them honourably (a4BAafy piAoriwov Eevrretas might also be rendered, with 
Grimm, “ harmless with respect to a glorious expedition ;’’ Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, “ which did not injure the glorious 
expedition ; ’? see Com.). 1 For they (uév yap éxetvor) were worthy. 1% uncorrupt (marg., incorruptible). 18 when 
they had determined. ‘4 omitsand. 1 being cast forth (seeCom.). 1% to reprove them (seeCom.). 17 mighty 
(ohodpg, the idea of ‘‘ tumultuous,” ‘acting with violence,’’ is also involved). 

Vers. 6-11.— 18 A. V : certified afore. 19 assuredly (aahados ; but it should be joined to érevOvp7jowor; X. 106. 
948. 258. 254. 261., émibvujowow) knowing. 20 afterwards (see previous note). 21 of, 22 accepted both the 
(mpooedéxOn . . . . HEV) salvation of. 23 and. *4 of the (the pronoun is not found in the Greek, but is involved in the 
context). 25 wherewith (@ yap — ws ydp, II. (from first hand) III. X. 296. Co. Old Lat. Ar.; but the true reading is 
fixed by the following rovrw). 26 the same, 27 righteous (dcvo1 ; it is omitted by III.). 28 good men (ayabov ; 
the usage of the writer is against rendering as masculine, ¢. e., this is not the term he is wont to apply to the Israelites ; 
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cretly, and with one consent bound themselves to the? holy law, that the saints 
should be in like manner? partakers in the same goods and dangers, having al- 
10 ready beforehand joined in the sacred songs of praise of the fathers.? But on the 
other side there sounded an ill-according cry of the enemy ;* and a voice of lamen- 
11 tation ® was carried abroad for children that were bewailed. Master and servant 
were punished together with like punishment ;° and the common person suffered 
12 the same things as the king.’ And all together had dead in countless numbers who 
had died with one kind of death ; and indeed the living were not sufficient ® to bury 
13 them; for in one moment their noblest offspring were’ destroyed. For whereas 
they would not believe any thing by reason of the enchantments, upon the destruc- 
14 tion of the firstborn, they acknowledged this people to be God's son.? For while 
all things were in deep™ silence, and night ” was in the midst of her swift course,” 
15 thine almighty word leaped “ down from heaven from thy 18 royal throne, as a fierce 
16 man of war into the midst of the land devoted to** destruction, bearing” thine un- 
feigned commandment as a sharp sword; and standing it filled 7® all things with 
17 death; and while it touched heaven, it stood upon earth. Then suddenly im- 
ages ” of fearful #4 dreams troubled them sore, and unexpected ™ terrors came upon 
18 them.2 And one thrown here, another there, half dead, shewed the cause of his 
19 death. For the dreams that troubled them did foreshew this, lest they should per- 
ish, and not know why they suffered ill.” 
20 Yea, the trial of death touched the righteous also, and there took place a de- 
struction of a2° multitude in the wilderness; but the wrath” endured not long, 
21 for a blameless man made haste, to contend for them. Bringing the weapon ™ of 
his proper ministry, even prayer, and propitiation of incense, he set himself 
against the wrath, and so brought the calamity to an end, making it evident ™ that 
22 he was thy servant. But he® overcame the anger, * not through® strength of 
body, nor force.of arms, but through * a word subdued he him that punished, remind- 
23 ing of 8 oaths and covenants of *” the fathers. For the dead having already fallen 
down in ®* heaps one upon another, standing between, he stayed the wrath, and 
24 cut off ® the way to the living. For upon® the long garment was the whole 
world, and upon! the four rows of engraved stone ” was the glory of the fathers, 
25 and thy majesty upon the diadem of his head, Unto these the destroyer gave 
place, and these were feared ;“ for it was enough that they had the bare trial of * 
the wrath. 


see Com.). 1 made a, etc. (marg., @ covenant of God, or league; Gr., Tov... . vouov... . SeBev70; for PerdryTOs, 
limiting véuov, X. 106. 155. 253. 261. have the nearly synonymous ogvdryTos)+ 2 alike (on0lws). . § of the same 
good and evil, the fathers now singing out the songs of praise (Fritzsche adopts, with Grimm and Reusch, mpoavayeA- 
movres from III. 55. 106. 155. 157. 248. 253. 254. 296. Co. Old Lat.; text. rec., tpoavayeArévtwv, as also II. 68. 261. Ar., 
and apparently Arm. ; see Co7n.). 4 enemies (plur., but used collectively). 5 lamentable noise (wv is 
not found in the teat. rec., but is adopted by Fritzsche from III. X. 28. 55. 106. 155. 157. 248. 254. 296. Co. Old Lat. Ar. 
Arm.) 6 The master and the servant were punished (&ua is omitted by 28. 253. Jun.) after one manner. 7 like as 
the king so suffered the common person. 

Vers. 12-19. —8 A. V.: So they altogether (ou0@v~a56v) had innumerable dead with one kind of death ; neither were 
the living sufficient. 9 the noblest . . . . of them was (sing., but used collectively). 10 the sons of God (@cod vidv 
Aadv). 11 quiet (lit., for while deep silence invested — meprexovons — the All). #® that night. 18 lit., her own 
swiftness. 14 A. V.: leapt. 15 out of thy. 16 a Jand of. 17 and brought. 18 standing up filled. 19 and it 
touched the heaven... .butit.... the earth. 20 visions (marg., imaginations ; Gr., pavTaciac). 21 horrible 
(Seway is adopted by Fritzsche from III. X. 55. 106. al. Co. Old Lat. Syr.; text. rec., dervas). 22 omits unexpected. 
23 them unlooked for. 2% were afflicted. 

Vers. 20-25. — 25 A. V.: tasting (metpa). 26 was a destruction .... the 27 (cov is added after dpyy by 238. 55. 
157. 254. Old Lat.) 28 then the. 29 and stood forth to defend them ; and bringing the shield. 8¢ the propitia- 
tion... . omits he. 81 declaring. ' 52 So he. 88 destroyer (Tov OAo@pevovTa, 157. 248. Co.; Jun., vastatorem ; the 
reading of the teat. rec. is 6xAov —as II. X. 28. Vulg. Syr. Ar. Arm.; for this Bauermeister conjectured that yoAov 
should be written, and his opinion was adopted by Grimm, Reusch, and Fritzsche). 34 with. 25 with. 36 alleg- 
ing the (brouvycas). 87 made with. 38 when the dead were now fallen down by. 39° parted (marg., cut off ). 
40 in (em). 41 in (emt). 42 the stones (the plur. of Ad@ov is found in III. ©, 23. 55. 248. 254. Co.). 48 fathers 
graven. 44 was afraid of them: for (époByOnoay of the text. rec., Fritzsche, with Grimm and Reusch, adopts ébopy6y 
Ag 28. 55. 106. 155. 248. 253. 296. Co.; Cod. X. has the same by a second hand; see Co7?.). 45 tasted of (cf. 
ver. 20). 


CuarTer XVIII. 


Ver: 1. _ Whose voice they indeed heard. | was based on the reading od for ov, which also 
The Egyptians are represented as hearing the|Grimm adopts. This critic, moreover, places od 
voices of the Israelites. Cf. Ex. x. 23. The ren-|after érerév@ercav. — They counted them happy 
dering of the last part of the verse in the A. V.1(7. e., the Israelites) that they also had not suf- 
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fered. With the common reading the rendering 
would be: They held it accordingly for a good for- 
tune {i.e., for themselves] that they [the Israelites] 
also had suffered. The Old Latin has: “ Et quia 
non et ipsi eadem passi erant magnificabant te.” 

Ver. 3. Eevrela. Lit., a living abroad. It 
was especially used of the life of a soldier in for- 
eign service. Here the expedition of the Israelites 
to the promised land is meant, — their wandering 
in the wilderness. 

Ver. 5. ’Exre@évros, exposed. This was the 
common word used for the exposure of children 
for the purpose of destroying them. Cf. Herod., 
1. 112.— For punishment (els éAeyxov) is joined 
by some to what precedes, and by others to what 
follows. In either case it makes good sense. In 
the former case, which seems to us less natural, 
it would refer to what Moses afterwards became 
as the avenger of his people,—was saved with 
reference to punishment; in the latter, to the de- 
struction of the first-born of the Egyptians. The 
antithesis between the one child and the multitude 
of children, the rescue of the one from the water 
and the destruction of the mary in the water, is 
worthy of notice. 

Ver. 6. Of that night, 7.e¢., the night on which 
the first-born of the Egyptians were slain. 

Ver. 9. ’Aya@éy may be taken as the genitive 
plural neuter, in the sense of good things, of salva- 
lion, instead of of good men. The latter seems 
somewhat strained, and is contrary to the usage 
of the writer, who never elsewhere applies this 
epithet to the Israelites. Cf. for the historical 
groundwork, Ex. xii. 13, 46.— To the holy (rdy 
Tis GerdtyTos vouov) law. Q@eidtns —=7d elva 71, 
Twa Beiov. —Népov....d:€0evro. Cremer (Lez., 
ad voc.) gives a similar interpretation to these 
words to the one given in the translation above. 
He says: “It is clear that this does not simply 
correspond to-ydéuoy 7Aévat, ‘ to institute laws,’ or 
to véuoyv Ti8éc8a, ‘to give laws for one’s self,’ or 
‘for the State’ in classical Greek ; and it cannot 
therefore be explained according to Judith v. 18, 
where it is to send, to appoint. The accusative 
with the infinitive, which follows, shows that it 
must be, to come to terms or an agreement with. It 
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t.e., before the paschal supper was celebrated. — 
Of the fathers. ‘The fathers meant are the patri- 
archs, and they were either themselves praised, or 
songs transmitted from their time are meant. 
The latter is the more probable. 

Ver. 13. The use of the singular, “son,” as 
applying to the whole of Israel, is found also at 
Ex. iv. 22; Hos. xi. 1. 

Ver. 16. Thy dvumdxpitoyv éemitayhv cov, thine 
unfeigned commandment. The idea is that 
it was no simulated matter, in which he threat- 
ened something that he would not really do. Cf, 
vy. 18: and for the historical allusion, 1 Chron. 
xxi. 16. The word (7.e. will) of God is personi- 
fied, as at Hos. vi. 5. 

Ver. 18. Showed the cause of his death. 
As some suppose, it was the manner in which they 
lay and their general appearance which showed 
that their death had been unnatural and fearful. 
But it is more likely that a time before their 
death is referred to, and their own language re- 
specting the premonitions which they had re- 
ceived. This seems evident, indeed, from what 
immediately follows. 

Ver. 21. A blameless man. Aaron is called 
blameless, only as having had no part in the 
idolatry of the people. — The wrath, 7@ Ouy@. 
In verse 20 the same rendering is given to 7 dpyn. 
In Attic Greek the former word meant the feeling 
of wrath, while the latter was its active expres- 
sion.- Cf. Thucyd., ii. 11, and remarks at 1 Mace. 
iv. 49, and Pr. of Man., ver. 10. 

Ver. 22. Aiafias, covenants. In the Apoc- 
rypha (cf. 1 Mace. ii. 54; 2 Mace. viii. 15; Ecclus. 
xliv. 11, 20) this word means covenant, and not 
testament, as it afterwards came to mean in the 
New Testament, and as it was used also by Philo, 
who gaye it, in fact, no other signification. 

Ver. 24. Was the whole world., 7.e. repre- 
sented. Cf. Josephus (Antiq., ili. 7, § 7): “And 
as for the ephod, it showed that God had made 
the universe of four ” [elements], ete. 

Ver. 25. The reading époBnéncay would re- 
quire that the Israelites be represented as fearing 
before the destroyers, which was in fact true; 
but to say it at this point would have been out of 


cannot mean ‘to carry out,’ ‘to execute,’ on ac-| place. Hence épof4@n is, with the critical au- 
count of the infinitive future.” — Beforehand,|! thorities above mentioned, to be adopted. 





CHAPTER XIX. 


But! as for the ungodly, wrath came upon them without mercy unto the end; 
for he knew also? beforehand? what they would do: that after* having given 
them leave ® to depart, and sent them with zeal ® away, they would repent and pur- 
sue them. For whilst they were still engaged with their’ mourning and making 
lamentation at the graves of the dead, they formed another foolish resolution,® and 
pursued them as fugitives, whom they had driven out with entreaties.” For their 
deserved fate 1° drew them unto this end, and made them forget the things that had 
already happened,” that they might fill up ” the punishment which was wanting in 
5 the plagues ;* and that while thy people carried out a wonderful expedition they 
6 should find a strange death. For the whole creation in its proper kind was 


Nore 


m oD 


2 omits also (kat; it is omitted by 106. 261.). 8 before. 4 how that. 
8 added another foolish device. 9 jintreated 
10 the destiny, whereof they were worthy, 

12 A. V.: fulfil. 13 to their torments. 
15 creature in his proper (instead of idtas: 


Vers. 1-7. —1 A. V.: omits But (6). 
5 (See Com.) 6 hastily. 7 were yet (ru... . €v xepowv Exovtes TA). 
to be gone (marg., cast owt by intreaty ; lit., whom entreating they cast out). 
Ui Lit., threw ‘in — induced —a forgetfulness of the things that had taken place. 
4 and that thy people might pass a wonderful way: but they might find. 
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fashioned again anew, serving these’ peculiar commandments,” that thy ae | 
7 might be kept without hurt. One saw the® cloud shadowing the train; and 
where water stood before, dry land ;® out of the Red sea, a way that could not be 
8 shut up;° and out of a7 violent stream, a green field, through which a whole na- 
tion ® went that had been protected by ® thy hand, beholding * marvellous 1 won- 
9 ders. For they went at large ? like horses, and leaped like lambs, praising thee, 
10 O Lord, who hadst delivered them. For they were mindful of the things that 
had been done while they were yet sojourners : ® how the ground brought forth flies 
instead of other living things,!* and how the river cast up a multitude of frogs in- 
11 stead of fishes.» But afterwards they saw also!® a new species ” of fowls, when * 
12 being led by ® appetite, they asked delicacies as food.” For quails came up unto 
13 them from the sea for their satisfaction. And punishments came upon the sinners 
not without signs which had appeared beforehand in the powerful lightnings ; BNIOr. 
they suffered justly on account of the wickedness peculiar * to them; for they had 
14 shown the most violent hatred “ towards strangers. For they, on the one hand,” did 
not receive those whom they knew not,”* on their arrival ;”” while these, on the other 
15 hand,” brought friends into bondage, that had well deserved of them. And not only 
so, but — for which they shall be punished  — because they received ® strangers 
16 hostilely ; *! but these very grievously afflicted them, whom they had received with 
17 feastings, and were already made partakers of the same rights.’ And*® with 
blindness were these also ** stricken, as those were at the doors of the righteous 
man ; when, being compassed about. with deep *® darkness, each * one sought the 
18 passage to * his own doors. For although the elements are changed among them- 
selves — just as notes on a psaltery change the name of the tune —they remain in 
quality always the same ; which indeed may clearly be perceived from the sight of 
19 the things that have taken place.** For land animals were changed into water 
20 animals, and things capable of swimming went on land. Fire exceeded in water 
21 its natural strength, and water forgot its power to quench. On the other hand, 
flames wasted not the flesh of destructible living things, though they walked 
therein; neither melted they ® the ice-like kind“ of heavenly food,* that was of 
nature apt to melt. 
22 For in every way,” O Lord, thou didst magnify thy people, and glorify them : 
and didst not overlook them, but didst stand by them ** in every time and place.* 


TIT. X. 106. 155. 157. 261. Old Lat. Syr. Arm. read cats, but it is rejected by the best recent critics). 1 the (the 
article is found, but with the force of a demonstrative pronoun). 2 commandments that were given unto them (the 
words in italics are rendered unnecessary by the last change). 3 as namely a (the word e@ewpyéy, in the next line, 
is the predicate, with still other subjects). 4 camp (rapeuBodjv, here apparently used for the whole procession, or 
train). 5 dry land appeared (é@ewpyOn, see note just above), and (a cai is found in 248. Co. and Old Lat.). 6 with- 
out impediment (aveumddiaros ; Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, nicht zu versperrenden). 7 the. 

Vers. 8-18.— 8 A. V.: wherethrough all the people (wav é@vos ; Fritzsche adopts this reading from II. — by a second 
hand — IIT. X. ©. 55. 68. 155. 157. 248. 254. 296. Co. Ald. Old Lat. Syr. Ar. ; text. rec., maveOvi). 9 were defended 
with. 10 seeing thy. 11 marvellous strange. 12 (see Com.) 18 yet mindful (see Com.) of the things that were 
done while they sojourned in the strange land (see Com.). 14 cattle (Ggwr). 15 fishes (evudpwr, t. e. things living in 
water). 16 omits also (ka‘). 17 generation. 18 (Fritzsche adopts 6re — instead of G7 of the text. rec.— from IT. 
Ill. X. ©. 28. 55. 106. 155. 248. 253. 254. 296. Co. Old Lat. Syr. Ar. Arm.), 19 with their. 20 delicate meats (lit., 
food as delicacies). 21 Their contentment (marg., conifort). 22 former signs (instead of yeyovdtwy of the teat. rec., 
mpoyeyovotwy is to be adopted, with Reusch and Fritzsche, from IIT. X. C. 55. 106. 155. 157. 248. 258. 254. 261. Co. Old 
Lat, Syr. Ar. Arm.) by the force of thunders. 23 according to their own wickedness. *4 insomuch as (the ydp of 
the text. rec. is omitted by X. 261.) they used a more hard and hateful behaviour. 

Vers. 14-18. — 25 A. V.: the Sodomites (see Com.). 26 (Grotius conjectured that dyveras should be read for ayvoody- 
tas ; Old Lat. ignotos.) 27 when they came (Codd. 106. 261., as maprovras for mapévtas). 28 but these. 29 perad- 
venture some respect shall be had of those. 30 used. 81 not friendly. 82 laws (Stxaiwy) with them (see Com.). 
83 Therefore even (8 kat; the cat appears in our translation as ‘‘ also,’’ after these). 34 omits also. 35 horrible 
great. 86 every. 87 of. 38 For the elements were changed in themselves by a kind of harmony, like as in a 
psaltery notes change the name of the tune, and yet are always sounds ; which may well be perceived by the sight of 
the things that have been done. 

Vers. 19-22. —%° A. Y.: earthly things were turned into watery, and the things that before swam in the water, now 
went upon the ground. ‘The fire had power (Fritzsche adopts toxvev — for texvcev — from III. &. C. 55. 155. 157. 254.; 
but it is possible that it arose from a desire to bring it, in tense, into uniformity with the following verb) in the water, 
forgetting his own virtue (Svvapyews; after this word IIT. C. 55. 155, 157. 248. 258. 254. 296. Co. have added émAcAno- 
pévov; Fritzsche adopts for 2d dvvémews, P’cews, from III. X. C. 23. 55. 155, 248. 254. 296. Co. Old Lat. Ar. Arm.): and the 


water forgat his own quenching nature. On the other side, the flames .... the corruptible .... neither melted they 
(Nannius conjectured that ov8’ érmxov — Old Lat., nec dissolvebant —should be written for ovSé ryxtév, which Grimm 
calls sehr ansprechend). 40 icy kind. 41 meat. 42 all things (kata mwavra). 43 neither didst thou lightly regard 


them, 44 assist them. 45 Ood. C. has rd mpwt for romm. Cf. Bel and Drag. ver. 16; 1 Mace. iv. 52; vi. 88; xi. 67; 
xvi. 5. 
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CuarTreR XIX. 


Ver. 2. Grimm would retain the reading ém- 
orpévayvres (Fritzsche adopts émitpéjayres from 
IIL. 55. 157. 248. Co. Old Lat.) on the ground that 
it was probably changed on account of the diffi- 
culty of construing it. He takes it as reflexive, 
with the signification to turn one’s attention to some- 
thing, think of, or provide for.. Here, having pro- 
vided for their departure. Comp. Wahl. 

Ver. 3. ’Emeordoavtro Aoyioudy. This verb 
means to draw, drag after one; and, in the middle, 
to draw to one’s self, to win. Here the thought 
seems to be that, in addition to their previous 
guilt, they had brought, fastened upon themselves 
this additional crime. It can be rendered, how- 
ever, only with the utmost freedom by some such 
word as “formed,” or “adopted,” “a [another 
foolish] resolution.” — Entreated to be gone. 
Lit., cast forth, entreating (them to be gone), ixerev- 
ovtes e¢€Baror. 

Ver. 4. For their deserved fate. So it 
is not simply predestination to destruction which 
is here taught, but a destruction which the Egyp- 
tians had brought upon themselves by their hard- 
ness of heart, and which, moreover (verse 5), was 
overruled to the magnifying of the divine power 
and mercy in Israel. Cf. Ex. viii. 15, 32; Zech. 
yii. 11; Rom. i. 24; Eph. iv. 19. 

Ver. 6. "Ev idl yévet, in its proper kind, genus, i.e., 
in its natural peculiarities. The ground is given 
for the miracle that had just been mentioned. 

Ver. 7. Out of aviolent stream. The thought 
is doubtless based on later traditions and enlarge- 
ments of the history of the Pentateuch. 

Ver. 9. ’Eveun@nocav. A secondary meaning of 
this verb, especially in the middle form, is to feed, 
go to pasture, graze. The sense is here modified 
by the following clause, and is sufficiently well 
given in the A. V. The suggestion (Nannius) 
that éxpeuérioay, they neighed, should be read in 
place of the present word, does not seem to take 
into account the lowness of the comparison. The 
horses ought not to be made the principal feature 
in the figure. Cf. Ps. exiv. 6. Fritzsche would 
place a full stop after ag BR ate 





Ver. 10. Sojourners. "Ev 77 mapoixla. Lit., 
in the place of sojourning.— Skvly = kvip. It means, 
first, asmall kind of emmet that gnaws figs; then 
(«vimes), several kinds of insects, especially such as 
live in wood. In the LXX. it is used to translate 


DDD, gnats, a collective form from the singular, 
7 


\12. 


Ver. 13. Xaderwrépay micoteviay, t.e., a more 
violent hatred against strangers than they ought 
to have, or than was ever shown before, and so 
the most violent. 

Ver. 14. A comparison is made between the 
Egyptians and some other people and (as most 
suppose) the Sodomites, as an introduction to 
what follows. 

Vers. 15,16. For which they shall be pun- 
ished. This is parenthetical, and refers to the 
Sodomites. The thought is that the Egyptians 
were worse than the Sodomites, because they had 
received the Israelites with festivities and the 
gift of full citizenship, while afterwards they 
turned about, and bitterly oppressed them. The 
Sodomites, on the other hand, were consistent 
from the first. The two verses might be ren- 
dered as follows: 15, “ And not only so, but for 
this shall suitable punishment be laid upon the 
former in that they received strangers in an un- 
friendly way; 16, but the latter afflicted with fear- 
ful tasks those whom they had received with 
feastings, and alveady made,” etc. 

Ver. 18. Just as notes on a psaltery. The 
thought is: just as the different notes on a psal- 
tery — as high or low, soft or loud, — give charac- 
ter and names to different tunes while always 
remaining musical tones, so the elements, although 
acting in an apparently paradoxical way, remain 
essentially (#x@, in their sound, i. e., nature) the 
same. 

Ver. 19. Cf. Ex. viii. 1, ff. Some suppose 
that the Jsraelites are represented by our author 
as having become water animals, because they 
passed through the Red Sea! 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Tur name Ecclesiasticus, borne in the Latin Vulgate by the largest book of the Old Tes- 
tament Apocrypha, first came into use about the middle of the fourth century. Like the 
books with which it is associated, it was generally regarded as ‘‘ ecclesiastical ” rather than 
‘‘ canonical,” and on account of its size and the high appreciation in which it was held in the 
church as a book for general reading and instruction, it received individually the title which 
is properly applicable to the entire class. In the Greek MSS. and Fathers it is commonly 
styled Sopa Inoov rou Sepdx, and sometimes, apparently for the sake of brevity, simply Sopla 
Seipdx, 4 copla, or, by way of honorable distinction, 7 ravdperos coda; and even mavdperos and 
madaywyds alone. 

_The assertion of Jerome! that in the Hebrew the book had the title ‘‘ Proverbs ”’ 


(av puta) is open to serious question, although it has the support of the Tanchuma, a certain 


commentary to the Mishna.? That the original Hebrew work continued in circulation for 
some centuries is indeed possible, and even not improbable, considering the numerous refer- 
ences to it in the rabbinical and Talmudic writings. Still, it is more likely that Jerome saw 
some Aramaic collection having the name he mentions, than that, contrary to the unanimous 
testimony of all other witnesses, this solitary Jewish one alone excepted, it was borne by the 
present work. Moreover, the connection in which Jerome speaks of our book is quite re- 
markable, not'to say suspicious. He says of it : “ Quorum priorem Hebraicum reperi, non Ec- 
clesiasticum ut apud Latinos, sed Parabolas preenotatum, cui juncti erant Ecclesiastes et Canticum 
Canticorum ut similitudinem Salomonis non solum librorum numero, sed etiam materiarum genere 
coequaret.’’? How did it happen that in the MS. which Jerome professes to have seen Ecclesi- 
asticus had the place which properly belonged to the Book of Proverbs, while, at the same 
time, bearing the title by which the'latter was commonly designated ? 


The Author. 


Not a little that has been said by different writers concerning the author of Ecclesiasticus 
is pure speculation. Some,? for instance, on account of his speaking at considerable length 
and in laudatory terms of the priesthood, maintain that he himself was a priest. Others, 
again, see in him the high priest Jason (B. ©. 175-172), a theory obviously inconsistent with 
the fundamental character of the book. Cf. 2 Mace. iv. 7-26 ; 4 Mace. iv. 15-17; Jos., 
Antig., xii. 5, $1. And still others (Grotius), solely on the ground that the medical profes- 
sion is commended (xxxviii. 1-15) hold that the writer must have been a physician. The 
author names himself (1. 27) simply ‘‘ Jesus, Son of Sirach of Jerusalem,”’ and his grand- 
son, in his prologue, says of him that he was a zealous student of the Law, Prophets, and 
Other Books of the fathers, and felt impelled in consequence to write a work himself, 
whose object should be to encourage a life according to the Law. The name, Sirach, is not 
found in Hebrew, and the Jewish rabbins, in speaking of the author, name him ‘‘ the Son of 
Sira.’”’ In the Syriac version he is called, in the title which is given to the present work, the 
‘¢ Son of Simeon Asiro,’’ and, at the end, simply ‘* Son of Asiro.’?? Whence this title 
originated it is not now possible with certainty to say. Probably, however, it is based on 

1 Pref. in Libr. Sal., in loc. 2 Fol. 69a. 


8 Linde, Glaubens- und Sittenlehre, etc., Binleit., p. ix. ; so also, Zunz and Scholz. 
4 Georg. Syncellus, Chronog. (ed. Dindorf), i., p. 525. 
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later traditions. The Simeon meant seems to be the high priest of that name, for whom the 
writer showed special predilections.1_ According to chap. xxxiv. 11, 12, our author did not 
remain his entire life in Jerusalem, but travelled to some extent in foreign lands. He seems 
also to have been a person of considerable importance. He represents in one place (li. 1-12) 
that his life was brought into great danger through misrepresentations that had been made 
concerning him to some king. He was well versed in the Scriptures, and a diligent student 
of other learning, as far as it prevailed in Palestine (li. 13 f., 23 f.). His attitude towards 
the Law, as well as his friendly way of speaking of the Scribes (x. 5; xxxvili. 24 f.; xliv. 4), 
give a color of probability to the supposition of Fritzsche that he himself belonged to this 
class. His views, at least, are too broad, and his pen too bold and free, to have faithfully 
represented the already stiffening Pharisaism of his day. 


The Translator. 


Of the translator of Ecclesiasticus still less is known than of the author. He speaks of 
himself in the preface as grandson of the latter, but does not give his name. According to 
Jewish tradition, he was called Joseph, and his father Usiel. A somewhat later Christian 
tradition, on the other hand, which finally assumed in the false preface to our work a semi- 
official character, names him like his grandfather, Jesus the Son of Sirach. But while it 
was undoubtedly true that in Jewish usage a grandson often received the name of the orand- 
father, in the present case it is most likely that the opinion that our translator was so named 
is based on a misunderstanding. In his prologue he calls his grandfather simply Jesus; but 
at chap. I. 27, it is said that one ‘‘ Jesus the son of Sirach of Jerusalem ”’ had written in the 
book ‘‘ the instruction of understanding,’’ ete. Hence it seems to have been supposed that 
two different persons were referred to, and that the latter was the name of the translator, 
and that he had not only made the Greek version, but had shared also in the composition of 
the work. 

So much is at least clear from the translator’s own testimony, that he went to Egypt, and 
there performed the work which introduced the composition of his grandfather to the world 
of Greek learning. That he was capable of writing idiomatic Greek, his prologue sufficiently 
proves. And it is therefore much to his credit that he translated so faithfully and literally, 
and that he retained to such an extent in his work the Hebraistic style and coloring of the 
original. His modesty, also, in asking the indulgence of his readers for any defects of the 
version on the ground that ‘+ the same things uttered in Hebrew and translated into another 
language have not the same force in them,’’ cannot but make a most favorable impression as 
it respects his real ability and honesty. 


Contents and their Arrangement. 


It may be said that the aim of the book, in ceneral, is to represent wisdom as the source of 
all virtue and blessedness, and by warnings, admonitions, and promises to encourage the pur- 
suit of the same. There is, however, so little inward connection of thought that the greatest 
diversity of opinion prevails respecting the manner in which its materials are arranged, some 
critics even declaring that there is no logical order observed whatever. But this is an ex- 
treme opinion, and not justified by the facts. 

The view of Eichhorn? that the work is naturally divided into three parts (i.-xxill.; xxiv.— 
xlii. 14; xlii, 15-]. 24), marking three distinct collections, has been satisfactorily disproved 
by Bretschneider.® Ewald‘ defends the opinion that the last author of the book made use of 
two earlier works, the first (i—xvi. 21) being left unchanged, the second (xvi. 22-xxxvi. 22) 
appearing only in fragments, while his own composition (xxxvi. 23-li.) makes up the re- 
mainder. But the grounds on which the theory is supported prove on closer examination to 
be wholly untrustworthy, and the theory itself is rendered quite untenable by the fact that 
one and the same spirit rules in the work from beginning to end, and that, a spirit of the 
most marked and individual character. Fritzsche ® holds that the book is made up for the 
most part of distinct groups of proverbs and reflections composing sections of greater or less 
dimensions. He divides it, consequently, omitting the conclusion (1. 27-29) and the appen- 
dix (li.), into seven sections, as follows : i.-xvi. 21; xvi. 22—xxiii. 27, xxiv. 1-xxx. 24, xxx, 


1 Of. chap. 1. 2 Einleit., p. 60 ff. 


8 Liber Jesu Siracide Grece, Prolegom., 20 ff. : sly i, 
4 Bib. Jahrb., iii, 125 ff.; x. 215 ff, and Geschichte d. Volkes Is., iv. 342. J Einleit., p. xxxii. 
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25-27; xxx, 28-xxxiii. 11; xxxiii, 12-xxxvi. 16a.; xxxvi. 160-22; xxxvi. 23-xxxix. 11; 
xxxix. 12-xlii. 14; xlii, 15-1. 26. With such examination as I have been able to give the 
theory in my study of the work — making due allowance for minor irregularities naturally to 
be expected in so large a book, and one requiring so much time in its composition, and for 
detached portions here and there which apparently admit of no logical association with the 
remainder —it seems to me to answer reasonably well to the facts. 


Original Language. 

The testimony of the translator, in his preface, that our book was written in the Hebrew 
(‘EBpaiort) language is almost universally accepted as the truth. Indeed, it was to have been 
expected. For although at the time when the son of Sirach lived, Hebrew had ceased to be 
vernacular in Palestine, the Aramaic having supplanted it as such, still it was then, and for 
a considerable period afterwards remained, the language in which all learned works were 
written. Besides, the professed object of the writer being similar to that aimed at in the 
sacred books of his people, and his work being constructed on the same general principles as 
some of them, as well as steeped in the spirit of the whole, it was but natural that he should 
choose, if there had been really any occasion for choice, to clothe his thoughts in the same 
historic, venerated language in which they were written. The Talmud, moreover, offers im- 
portant testimony in confirmation of the same supposition. Jt contains in its two forms, 
Jerusalem and Babylonian, not a few citations from Ecclesiasticus, in fact, including those of 
the various Midrashim, not less than forty,! all of which, except possibly three, are written 
in Hebrew. And although these citations are by no means literally made, still it would be 
impossible to deny that the original Hebrew form of expression has been to a good degree 
retained, at least so far as to fix the point that it was Hebrew, and not Aramaic, or Syro- 
Chaldaic. But even without appealing to any of these reasons as valid, touching the point 
at issue, the character of the translation itself would be a sufficient justification of the 
assertion that the original could not have been Greek. The Hebrew idiom is in some in- 
stances so closely followed that the Greek of the translator is almost wholly divested of its 
characteristic qualities. Besides, there are passages here and there which can be made intel- 
ligible only by presupposing a Hebrew original, and translating them back into that language. 
The translator has made obvious mistakes in his efforts to put the work of his grandfather 
into a presentable form for Hellenistic readers. 

For example, at xxiv. 27, we read: ‘* He maketh the doctrine of knowledge appear as 
the light, as Geon in the time of vintage.’’ In the two verses next preceding, mention is 
made of the Tigris, Euphrates, and Jordan, and we might have reason to expect that the 
Nile would not be overlooked. And we believe, in fact, that it was not. The word trans- 
lated ‘‘light,”’ in the verse quoted, would be, in the Hebrew, “is, and it is probable that 
our translator read this word, instead of “4s, which the original really contained. The 
latter word means ‘‘ river,’’ by which title the Nile is sometimes known in Scripture. Ac- 
cordingly, this part should read: ‘‘ as the river, Gihon [ = Nile], in the time of harvest.?? 
It would have been very easy to make this mistake, if in the original the yodh of the latter 


word was elided, as at Amos viii. 8, “RD, as a flood. Again, at xxv. 15, the translator, 
without doubt, found in the text from which he translated, Wn, but gave it the meaning 
‘‘head’’ (xepadh), when he should have rendered it ‘ poison,’’ since the latter translation 


alone makes good sense, and is equally in place. So, at xxxviii. 28, we read that the smith 
sits by the anvil and ‘‘ considereth the iron work,’’ ete., an idea which has but very little 


force. It would appear that YT) was translated, while the word in the text-was Ys, tires 


himself with. Further, at xlii. 22, we find the scarcely intelligible words, “* Oh, how desir- 
able are all his works! and that a man may see even to a spark.’? The want of clearness 
seems to have arisen from the fact that the word meaning “ flowers,”’ N22, was mistaken 
for YIN, meaning ‘ spark,’? which was read in its place. Once more, at xlvi. 18, we 
have the passage, “ And he destroyed the rulers of the Tyrians [Tupicov].” Now history gives 


us no information concerning any hostilities between the Israelites and Tyrians. Hence, it 
is more than likely that we have here also a false rendering of the Hebrew text. The 


1 Zunz, Vortrage, p. 101 £ ® 
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translator had the word OH before him, as is probable, and he rendered it as though it was 
to be pointed BYY, “ Tyrians,”’ instead of ET, ‘“ enemies.”? 


The Greek Version. 


One of the greatest merits of the Greek translation of Ecclesiasticus is its extreme literal- 
ness. The translator was sufliciently well acquainted with the Greek then spoken in Egypt, 
as we have before seen, to have given his work, as it respects choice of words, grammatical 
forms, idioms, and style throughout, a more thoroughly Greek stamp. He happily chose, 
however, at the expense of smoothness, and sometimes even of clearness and good sense, to 
reproduce in a Greek dress, as far as possible the original text itself. It was a high compli- 
ment for Hellenic culture to pay to a Hebrew book, especially to one which, as was ad- 
mitted, had no place in the sacred canon. What he read in the text, that this translator gave 
in his version, apparently whether he understood it or not. His most glaring faults, conse- 
quently, are those of an occasional misconception respecting the true reading and the right 
understanding of single words or letters of the original, and in a failure to punctuate and 
divide his sentences properly. 

The Septuagint translation of the Old Testament was already current, and we are not 
surprised to find that it exercised considerable influence upon the present one. Sometimes, 
indeed, the translator seems to have made direct use of the same. The following passages 
furnish good evidence of it: cf. xx. 29 with Deut. xvi. 19 (Sapa dmroruprAo? dPbaduods copay) ; 
xliv. 16 (Evax .... pereréOn) 17, 19, 21, with Gen. v. 24, vi. 9, xvii. 4, xxii. 18; xlv. 8 f. with 
Ex. xxviii. 35 f. (wrepicxedh, Epyov moiiArov, Aoyeiov kplrews); xlix. 7 with Jer. i.10. There are 
also, here and there, single passages in the LXX. translation of the Proverbs, that have left 
their impression upon the work of our translator. Cf., for instance, li. 23 (év otk@ maidetas) 
with Prov. ix. 1; li. 28 with Prov. iv. 5 (in III.); li. 26 (éyyds éorw ebpety abtqv). So too, in 
chap. xlvi. 19, we have an allusion to the speech of Samuel, in which he gives an account of 
his stewardship for Israel. (Cf. LXX. at 1 Sam. xii. 3.) There is such a similarity in the 
Greek of the two passages as to suggest, at least, a reminiscence, although the whole is also 
evidently strongly colored by the proverbial words of Abraham to the king of Sodom (Gen. 
xiv. 23). A very clear dependence of the present translation on the LXX. is furnished at 
chap. xlviii. 18. The words, xa} arijpev, are used, and, as it would seem, at first sight, quite 
unnecessarily and out of place, so that some vacillation in the MSS. has been caused thereby, 
although the present text is, notwithstanding, well supported. But we find, at Is. xxxvii. 8, 
where the same historical fact is described, the very same words employed (dafpev amd Aaxis). 
Moreover, the added clause in the apocryphal work, ka) éwfipe (xeipa abrod ém) Sidv), so far from 
raising a suspicion respecting the former one on account of its similarity, furnishes a beauti- 
ful example of a play upon words.!. The word mapexddAece, too, used by the translator at 
chap. xlviii. 24, in speaking of the prophet Isaiah, it can scarcely be doubted, has reference 
to the solemn zapakaacire, mapakadcire Tov Aady wov, with which the so-called second part of the 
prophecy opens (xl. 1). 

The edition of the LXX. by Holmes and Parsons gives, besides the text of the Roman 
edition, the readings of fourteen MSS. of the present book as follows : III. 23. 55. 68. 70. 
106. 155. 157. (closing with the word é«(nrija, li. 21) 248. 253. 254. 296. (parts of chaps. 
xviii., xix., xxiii., xlviii., xlix. and the whole of li. are wanting) 307. 308., the last two being 
also in certain parts defective. Fritzsche, in his critical apparatus, furnishes in addition, 
the readings of three other MSS.: C., H., and X. The first is the well-known Codex 
- Ephraemi; the second, a certain Codex Augustanus, first collated (1604) by Hoeschel in his 
edition of Ecclesiasticus; and the third, the Sinaitic Codex. The commonly received text, 
i. e., that of the Vatican MS. (II.) is, in general, well preserved, and its failures are often 
due less to corruptions than to the imperfections of the translation itself. The remaining 
MSS. fall into two general classes. The great majority, including III., C., and X. contain a 
text in which attempts have been made at correcting supposed mistakes, but it is one which 
was most current in the early church. On the other hand, the MS. 248.— literally repro- 
duced in the Complutensian Polyglot — together with 253., H., and 106. in a less pure form, 
represent an emended text. In Fritzsche’s opinion, these emendations betray in character 
and method the hand of a single critic, who, moreover, since his emendations were adopted 


- 1 Cf. Bohl, p. 38 ff. 
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by Clement of Alexandria and the Old Latin, cannot have lived later than the second cen- 
tury. The headings of sections contained in the latter part of the book, although found both 
in the MSS. and in the old versions, have no critical value whatever. They were obviously 
added at a later date simply as a means of assisting the reader. 


Date of the Greek Version and of the Original Work. 


For determining the time of the composition of Ecclesiasticus, and of its translation into 
Greek, we may derive the following data from the book itself. (1) The author was a con- 
temporary of the high priest, ‘‘ Simon son of Onias”’ (J. 1-26). (2) The translator says in 
the preface, which is universally acknowledged to be genuine, that he came to Egypt év TE 
byddq Kal TpiakooT@ @ret em) TOU Evepyérov BacirAéws. This would seem to be sufficiently definite. 
But, on the contrary, as a matter of fact, critics who accept these statements and make them 
the basis of their reasoning differ from one another by a hundred years in the date which 
they ascribe to the composition. For some of them think that the high priest, Simon I. (8. c. 
310-290), and the king Ptolemy IU. (a. c. 247-221) are meant, which would lead to the 
conclusion that the work was written about B. c. 280, and translated about B. c. 230. Others 
maintain that Simon II. (B. c. 219-199) and Ptolemy VII. (8. c. 170-116) must be meant, 
which, as we have said, would make a difference of somewhere near a hundred years in the 
respective dates. The first view is represented by such scholars as Hug, Scholz, Welte, 
Keil, Vaihinger,! Bohl, and Ziindel,? the second by Eichhorn, Dillmann,? Ewald, Delitzsch,* 
Bretschneider, De Wette, Fritzsche, Hitzig (thinks it was composed during the Maccabeean 
period!), Holtzmann,® and Herzfeld. 

What adds to the uncertainty is the fact that the same scholars are not agreed respecting 
a proper rendering for the words of the translator quoted above. Those holding the first 
opinion generally render : ‘‘in my thirty-eighth year, under king Euergetes,’’ while the 
latter class would translate: ‘‘ in the thirty-eighth year of king Euergetes,”’ 7 e., of his 
reion. And how tenaciously these two opinions are held and defended may be illustrated by 
quoting the language of two well-known writers on opposite sides. Westcott, for instance,® 
says: ‘ It is strange that any doubt should have been raised about the meaning of the words 
[the Greek above quoted] which can only be, that the translator ‘in his thirty-eighth year 
came to Egypt during the reign of Euergetes.’. ... The translation of Eichhorn (1. ¢. 40) 
and several others, ‘in the thirty-eighth year of the reign of Euergetes,’ is absolutely at 
variance with the grammatical structure of the sentence.’’? Whereas Stanley” asserts: ‘‘ It 
is strange that any doubt should ever have arisen on the date of Ecclesiasticus. The com- 
_ parison of Hag. i. 1, ii. 1; Zech. i. 7, viii. 1; 1 Mac. xiii. 42, xiv. 27, makes it certain that 
ev To dy508, etc., in the prologue can only mean ‘in the thirty-eighth year of king Euergetes,? 
and as the first Euergetes only reigned twenty-five years, the date of the translation is thus 
fixed to the thirty-eighth of the second Euergetes, B. c. 132.” 

It would seem to be a hopeless task to mediate between these two sharply antagonistic 
opinions. Still it appears to me that the truth may, after all, lie in a combination of the 
two views. The grammatical point of Westcott, upon which Winer ® also insists, is not 
proved. Winer says, if the thirty-eighth year of the reign of Euergetes were meant, the 
Greek would not have been ém 7G dydog, etc., but ev.... @re: TG em) Tod Evepyerov. But the 
passages from the LXX. cited by Stanley, and still others adduced by Abbot in his note in 
the American edition of Smith’s Bible Dictionary, have a direct bearing on the question ; and 
if allowed the full weight that belongs to them in a grammatical point of view, they approach 
the binding force of a rule. Hence, the opinion that Euergetes I., who reigned but twenty- 
five years G. C. 247-222), is not meant, but that Euergetes I., Physcon, is meant, who 
reigned jointly with his brother twenty-five years (B. Cc. 170-145) and alone twenty-nine 
years (B. C. 145-116), must be accepted as probable. 

In the next place, we cannot well believe that any other high priest, “ Simon son of Onias,” 
would be introduced into our book as among the national worthies to be held in remembrance 
and extolled, than the well-known Simon who bore the surname, the Just (? B. c. 310-290). 

1 Studien u. Kritik, 7 — i i 

8 Jahrb. fiir Nias Et iii. oon ain ae wes ray 

5 Hinleit. in d. Apoc. BB. in Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, vol. vii., p. 54. es 


6 Smith’s Bib. Dict., art. “ Heclesiasticus. ,” vol. i., p. 479, foot-note ; Am. ed., p. 651. 
7 The Jewish Church, iii., p. 266. 8 De utriusque Siracide tate (Erlang. 1832); and Bib. Realwérterb., ad voc 
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The other high priest so called appears in Jewish history only in connection with the fabulous 
stories in 3 Maccabees as having lived at the time of Ptolemy IV., Philopator, and among 
other improbable things, prevented that king, by his prayer, from entering the temple at Je- 
rusalem. He is, in fact, wholly unworthy of mention in comparison with his illustrious name- 
sake, who is recognized as among the last celebrated teachers of the Great Synagogue, and as 
marking an epoch in the later Israelitish annals. Josephus, moreover, does not give a single 
favorable feature in his delineation of the former’s character, On the contrary, he says of 
him that he sided with the sons of Tobia, who were violent supporters of Hellenism as op- 
posed to the strict interpretation and practice of the Mosaic law.! The opinion that the title 
‘+ the Just ’? was applied not to Simon I., but Simon II., as some maintain, rests on no other 
basis than uncertain and confused Talmudic traditions, and is directly opposed to the testi- 
mony of Josephus, who applies the title solely to the former. It is with surprise, therefore, 
that we read in the late excellent work of Dean Stanley,? just referred to, that “ Derenbourg 
has conclusively established that the Simon of Ecclesiasticus was Simon the Just, and that 
this Simon was Simon II’? Derenbourg makes no claim in his work to writing a history of 
the Jews for the time which his book covers, but simply makes a collection of rabbinical tra- 
ditions, relating to that history as found in the Talmud and Midrash. The view he supports 
is the traditional one, and in the past has had the most defenders. But the tendency of late 
has been quite in the other direction. Were it otherwise, we should scarcely expect from 
Professor Schiirer, for instance, the assertion that ‘‘ there is no doubt that Simon the Just 
was the high priest, Simon I.’’ 8 

The argument that since our book speaks in a number of instances (xxxi. 11, xxxvi. 17-22 
of the Greek text, li. 1-12) of bitter hardships which the Jewish nation had to suffer, and of 
tyrants that oppressed them, and since such complaints would have been out of place in the 
period immediately following the death of Simon I., when the Jews were under the govern- 
ment of Ptolemy Philadelphus, that therefore Simon II. must be meant, is without any real 
force for the following reasons: The expressions referred to are far from being as strong as 
they are represented. Moreover, there was a time of trial for the Jews also, in the earlier 
part of the reign of Ptolemy I., Soter, and his good-will towards them, as far as it existed, 
was probably more manifested towards those living in Egypt than in Palestine. Still further, 
there is nothing in the expressions referred to that might not be expected from the pen of a 
Jewish patriot, so long as his people were under a foreign yoke at all, however mild and 
peacefully inclined the alien government may have been. 

Again, Fritzsche,* referring to what is said of the high priest Simon (1. 1-13), that ‘‘ he 
repaired the house again, and in his days fortified the temple,’’ etc., says that tradition 
knows nothing of this, so far as it concerns Simon L., ‘‘ a silence which also points to Simon 
Il.’ But this critic does not tell us where we may learn that Simon II. ever engaged in 
work such as is here described and praised. ‘The silence of history, if it be silent on this 
point, in itself therefore, would be no more favorable to Simon I. than Simon I. But history 
is not wholly silent. Though it does not give us information so definite as we could wish on 
this subject, it does give us certain important hints, and these fall out much more in favor of 
the earlier than the later Simon. We know that in his wars with Demetrius, Ptolemy L., 
Soter, found it necessary at one time to leave his possessions in Cele Syria and Pheenicia, 
and in doing so, in order to give his opponent no advantage on account of the fortified places 
which they contained, he caused such fortifications to be destroyed. This we know to have 
been true of Acco, Joppa, Gaza, and Samaria, and there is good reason for supposing that it 
was true also of Jerusalem.5 Here, then, would be found the needed occasion for Simon I. 
‘‘ to repair the house again and fortify the temple.’’ For these reasons, briefly stated, we 
must regard the points as settled : first, that the ‘‘ thirty-eighth year’’ refers to the reign 
of Euergetes; and second, that Simon, the high priest, can only mean Simon I., whom Jo- 
sephus names dixaos, the Just. 

Now it is further clear that the author of Ecclesiasticus wrote his work, in which he 
describes with such a glow of enthusiasm Simon I. as the last in the long line of Jewish 
worthies, not long after the latter’s death. Still, just how long an interval separated these 
two events it is not now possible with certainty to say. It would, however, seem from the 


1 Of. Antig., xii. 2, § 5; 4, § 10. 2 History of the Jewish Church, vol. iii., p. 247. 
8 Of Neutest. Zeitgeschichte, p. 458, and the citations there made. See especially, Graetz, Geschichte, ii., p. 235. 
4 Einleit., ad loc., and in Schenkel’s Bibel-Lexicon, art. “Jesus Sohn Sirachs.” 5 Graetz, l. c. p. 280. 
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language used, that the Son of Sirach must himself have been eye-witness to the glory which 
he depicts. A limit, at least, is fixed by what is said of the version made by the grandson. 
It was during the time that ‘* Euergetes was king’’ in Egypt, and in the thirty-eighth year of 
his reign. Hence it is clear Ptolemy VII., Physcon (B. c. 170-116), must be meant. If we 
took the words, 6 dros nov, in their usual sense, as meaning ‘‘ grandfather,” and regarded 
the author of the book as acontemporary of Simon I., we should not naturally, indeed, think of 
this Ptolemy, since in that case too long an interval would intervene between the composition 
and its translation. But neither of these suppositions is absolutely necessary. The words, 
6 ndwmos wov, may be used in a general sense, and mean simply ancestor, while the vividness 
and warmth of coloring with which the great Simon is described may be due to something 
else than the personal observation of a contemporary: Then, as now, it is likely the nobility 
and grandeur even of a truly great character showed to best advantage at a short remove 
from it. 

Is there not, then, some other more decisive factor in the problem? Such a factor as, we 
think, is found in the fact that the translator, as we have already seen, made considerable 
use of the LXX. version, not alone of the five books of Moses, but of the Proverbs, the Book 
of Joshua, and the prophecy of Isaiah. This version was begun in the time of the early 
Ptolemies (circa B. 0. 280). -At the time of Ptolemy III. it could hardly have come into such 
general use as our translator’s work would indicate. In the year B. c. 132, however, the 
thirty-eighth of Ptolemy VII., Physcon’s reign, this would have been easily possible. At this 
point, consequently, we feel justified in fixing the date of the Greek translation of Ecclesias- 
ticus which was written by the grandfather, or ancestor, of the translator, a man who was con- 
temporary with, or lived not long after, the high priesthood of Simon I., surnamed the Just. 


a Other Ancient Versions. 


Of the other ancient versions of our book the Old Latin is the most important. It was not 
revised by Jerome on being adopted into the Vulgate. It seems to have been made, at first, 
by one person, but has become much changed from its original form. There is not only in 
many places a different arrangement of sentences, but considerable additions are also found, 
including, in some cases, entire verses. A part of these changes are doubtless due to copyists 
and self-appointed editors ; but inasmuch as there are also certain late and less trustworthy 
MSS., like 248., with which this text preserves a tolerable uniformity, it seems probable that 
the origin of some of these peculiarities is to be sought in them. That the translation was 
made from the Greek, and not from the Hebrew, is generally acknowledged, and is proved 
by the retention in a Latinized form of many Greek words, as: lingua eucharis for yAécoa 
etxapis (vi. 5); in eremo for év éphuw (xiii. 19); homo acharis for tvOpwmos &xapis (xx. 18). 
Many Latin words also were formed with reference to the Greek which they were meant to 
render, as : obductio for éraywyf (ii. 2, v. 8); apostatare faciunt for awoorhaover (xix. 2); as- 
siduare for évdeAcxeiy (xxx. 1). In Fritzsche’s opinion, the critical value of this version may 
be easily placed too high. Its gold is mixed with much dross, which requires the most care- 
ful sifting process. 

The Syriac translation had also the Greek for its basis, and, as it would seem, also the 
text represented by 248. and the Complutensian Polyglot. It is rendered, however, with the 
utmost freedom, so that the original thought is scarcely recognizable, and often grossly mis- 
represented. This is true particularly of the latter part of the book, from chap. xxx. to the 
end. 

The Arabic version was made from the Syriac, and, in general, represents it quite faith- 
fully. There is also an old Ethiopian version preserved at Tiibingen, whose worth, however, 
has not yet been subjected to the tests of modern criticism. 

An Armenian translation of Ecclesiasticus, moreover, exists, which, as Welte thinks, may 
have been made from some Greek MS., but it presents the book in a very different form from 
the oldest MSS. and versions. The first part is much condensed, chap. xxxvit, for instance, 
having but twelve verses, and the last eight chapters are omitted entirely. There are also 
a few additions here and there. In the critical edition of the Armenian Bible, published in 
Venice in 1805, this version was placed in the appendix with other acknowledged apocryphal 


works. 
1 Cf. Welte, Hinlett., p. 215. 
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Dogmatical and Ethical Character. 


The Book of Ecclesiasticus is Palestinian in its spirit as well as in respect to its author and 
the place of its composition. Aside from occasional evidences of the author’s acquaintance 
with the LXX. version, as already noted, there are too few traces of Alexandrian influence 
in his work to justify even the mild words of Stanley : ‘‘it is evident that the Grecian spirit 
has touched it [the Book of Ecclesiasticus] at its core and raised it out of its Semitic atmos- 
phere. The closed hand of the Hebrew proverb has opened into the open palm of Grecian 
rhetoric.’”1 Although the author had traveled in foreign lands, it is only through a casual 
allusion, not at all in the spirit or form of the work, that we recognize the fact. Marks of 
the influence of the Alexandrian philosophy, which Gfrorer? and Dihne 8 think they discover 
in it, either disappear before a proper exegesis, or prove to be as much Palestinian as Alex- 
andrian in their character. The two passages most relied on to show such influence are xvii. 
17 and xliv. 16. In the first, each nation is represented as having a cuardian angel: ‘ For 
in the division of the nations of the whole earth he set a ruler (jyovuevov) over every people.” 4 
Tt has not been shown, however, that this view was confined to Alexandria. On the con- 
trary, it is clear that the idea was a familiar one in Palestine in the later times. In the 
other passage, Enoch is set forth as an example of repentance : ‘‘ being an example of re- 
pentance to all generations.’’ In the Hebrew, at Genesis v. 24, there seems, at first sight, 
to be no foundation for an allusion to Enoch’s repentance. The Alexandrian Philo, however, 
niakes a point of it in his writings, and allegorizes on the basis of the following expression : 
Srt per eOnkey a’tdy 6 Geds. The question now arises, Whence did the idea originate? Philo 
may have found it in our book. It was at least current long before his time. But was it 
current only in Alexandria? If the passage, as found in the Hebrew, is carefully examined 
it will be found, as Fritzsche has shown,® that it might easily have suggested the idea even 
to a Palestinian reader. It is said (v. 22) that ‘* Enoch walked with God after he begat Me- 
thuselah three hundred years.’’? Certainly, it would not be strange if, to an oriental mind, 
the thought should occur that Enoch did not walk with God until after he begat Methuselah, 
and that hence he might, in consideration of his later life, be properly cited as a distinguished 
example of repentance. 

We have said that our book is Palestinian in its form and spirit; but by that it was by no 
means meant that it was thoroughly Biblical. The same general ideas and expressions are 
indeed, to some extent, met with that one finds in the Scriptures, but moving upon a de- 
cidedly lower plane, and often bearing quite another stamp. The idea of God, for instance, 
which the son of Sirach presents is not without elements of truth, and even of sublimity 
(xlii. 15-xliii.), but it is greatly lacking in spirituality. It is principally in his relations to 
the outward world that He is thought of. Moreover, there seems to be, here and there, 
(xxxiii. 15, xlii. 24), the positively unscriptural representation that God contains in Himself 
antagonistic elements, although the charge that our author declares Him to be the creator of 
‘‘error and darkness with the sinner’’ (rAdv7y kal oxédros Guaprwdois, xi. 16) made by Keerl 
and Dihne, rests on defective MS. authorities. 

Of the Messiah and the Messianic kingdom there is no certain trace in the work. The 
passages sometimes cited as showing the contrary (iv. 15; x. 13,17; xi. 5, 6; xxxvii. 25, 
26; xlviii. 15) are of a wholly general character, and have no such meaning as is thus im- 
puted to them. Still, the author doubtless looked forward to better days for Israel, and his 
hope in this respect seems to have culminated in the predicted coming of Elijah, who should 
restore peace and prosperity to his afflicted country (xxxil. 17-19; Xxxiii. 1-11; xxxvi. 16-2 
—all according to the arrangement of the Greek text — and xxxix. 23; xlviii. 10-11). The 
Messianic hope in the later time, in fact, seems generally to have taken this direction. And 
it was not a spiritual but a temporal restoration that was looked for. It will be remembered 
how prevalent this idea of the return of Elijah was, in Palestine, at the time of Christ. 
‘‘ Why say the Scribes then, that Elias must first come? ’’ was a question which the disciples 
themselves once put to Him. 

As in Job (chaps. xxviii., xxxviii.), and particularly in Proverbs, wisdom had been per- 
4 History of the Jewish Church, vol. iii., p. 269. 2 ii, p. 18 ff 

8 ii, p. 141 £ 4 Of. the LXX. at Deut. xxxii. 8. 
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sonified, so our author does the same, and evidently strives to outdo his models in the bold- 
ness and brilliancy of his metaphors. But that he simply personifies is clear from the fact 
that in one place he himself makes an explanation of the figure used (xxiv. 23): ‘ All these 
are [true of] the book of the covenant of the most high God;’’ as also from the cireum- 
stance that this wisdom is represented as being ‘‘ exalted like a tree in Lebanon,”’ ‘‘ shooting 
upwards like a palm-tree on the sea-shore,’’ as ‘‘ yielding a pleasant odor like the best 
myrrh,” ete. Such language could hardly have been employed if an actual person had been 
meant. Israel, as the elect people of God, had been made the special abode of wisdom as 
revealed in the Mosaic law. This law was the highest development of such wisdom, and 
everything depended upon one’s attitude toward it. One was free to choose his course. If 
he chose the fear of God, the result would be happiness and prosperity; if the opposite, 
misfortune and misery. Still, alike the penalty and the reward are looked upon as temporal, 
and, though sometimes coming late, as surely coming, if not upon the man himself, then 
upon his offspring (xli. 5-9). The passage which is sometimes adduced as showing what 
the son of Sirach thought on the doctrine of the future endless punishment of the wicked 
(vii. 17; cf. Is. xlvi. 24) seems to refer simply to the consuming and wasting away of the 
body in the grave. Of life and immortality beyond the grave, our book contains not the 
slightest undisputed intimation (cf. xvii. 25-29, with Ex. iii. 15, and Heb. xi. 13-16). On 
the contrary, the highest motives to human conduct are drawn from the present life. Great 


stress is laid in particular upon the name which one might leave behind him: “A good © 


life hath but few days; but a good name endureth forever ’’ (xli. 13). 

Our author has none too low an estimate of his own position and abilities as a teacher, 
He compares himself, indeed, in one place, to one that gathereth after the grape-gatherers 
(xxxiii. 16); but elsewhere gives himself out for a prophet (xxiv. 33), likens himself to the 
full moon (xxxix. 12), and says his teachings enlighten like the morning (xxix. 32). Nota 
few of bis maxims were written from a purely worldly, and some from a positively selfish, 
point of view. Consider, for instance, the treatment he recommends for an uncongenial 
wife (vii. 26); also, for a congenial one (ix. 2, xxvi. 16-18); his principles concerning the 
loaning of money (viii. 12) ; why he would advise one to show kindness to others (xii. 2, 4, 
xxii. 23); how he thinks enemies should be treated (xii. 10, 12, xxv. 7, xxx. 6); what he 
says of sadness (xxx. 24, 25), and of wine and music (xxxi. 27-31, xxxii. 4-6); how far he 
would go in the punishment of servants (xlii. 5); what treatment, in his opinion, should be 
accorded to children, especially to daughters (vii. 24); and how one should conduct himself 
when a friend dies (xxxviii. 17-19). In some instances, in faet, his teaching is not only 
very human, it is also coarse and degrading. Whether he himself is to be regarded as the 
author of all that appears in his book is a matter of minor consequence. What he did not 
write, he collected and sanctioned. And it certainly cannot be regarded as a very high 
order of inspiration which could feel sufficient interest in it to give currency to such advice 
as we find at xxxi. 21, concerning what might be called the art of eating to excess. 

Dean Stanley says of our book :! ‘‘ There is a tender compassion which reaches far into 
the future religion of mankind,’’ and cites the passages: ‘‘ Let it not grieve thee to bow down 
thine ear to the poor, and give him a friendly answer with gentleness.’’ ‘‘ Be as a father 
to the fatherless, and instead of a husband to the widow: so shalt thou be as the son of the 
Most High, and He shall love thee more than thy mother doth.” But it is, after all, extremely 
doubtful, judging from other parts of Ecclesiasticus, whether it was really a spirit of “ tender 
compassion ’’ that led the son of Sirach to write such things. Moral duties may indeed, 
here and there, be urged as superior to rites and ceremonies; but there is also a marked 
and peculiar emphasis laid by our author, as by the writer of the Book of Tobit, on almsgiv- 
ing in itself considered, — in fact, an anti-Biblical efficacy ascribed to it. At chap. iii. 14, 
15, for example, we read: ‘‘ For kindness toward the father shall not be forgotten, and 
in spite of sins (dvr) Guapri@v) thy prosperity shall bloom again. In the day of thine afflic- 
tion thou shalt be remembered; as ice in mild weather, so shall thy sins meltiaway.’?) And 
in the third verse of the same chapter the same idea occurs: ‘* Whoso honoreth his father 
maketh an atonement for his sins.’? Also, in the thirtieth verse: ‘* Water will quench a 
flaming fire; and alms (éAenuoodvn) maketh an atonement for sin.’? Likewise at chap. xl. 


24: ‘+ Brethren and help [i. e., helpers] are against time of trouble; but alms deliver more 
than both.’”’ Cf. also xl. 17. 
1 History of the Jewish Church, vol. iii., p. 271. 
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Nothing is here said of any deep-lying spiritual motive from which these works should be 
prompted. It is evident, rather, from the whole tenor of the book, that they are regarded as 
simply external in their character, ‘works of righteousness that we have done,’’ wholly 
lacking in that all-pervading spirit of love and compassion which Paul declares (1 Cor. xiii.) 
to be an essential factor of true charity. Naturally, the high moral standard, the clearness 
and precision of doctrinal teaching, that we find in the New Testament, we should have no 
right to expect in the present book. But, on the other hand, we have a right to demand of 
a book for which even deutero-canonical rank is claimed that it shall not contain what is 
positively contradictory to the most fundamental teachings of the canonical Scriptures and 
subversive of them. 

Recognition by Jews and Christians. 


Fritzsche seeks to answer the question why the Book of Ecclesiasticus was not received 
into the canon of the Old Testament, as he, with Van Gilse,! thinks it might well have been. 
In his opinion, it was not, as Hitzig supposes, because the original text was lost at so very 
early a period, — for of this we cannot be so sure, — but for a variety of other reasons : such 
as that the author bore no one of the old, revered Israelitish names; the time of composition 
was late; and the work brings forward nothing new, no need being felt for a second book of 
Proverbs. Moreover, he thinks that while the book contains nothing positively heterodox 
from the point of view of the Old Testament [ ?], still, its silence on the doctrine of the 
resurrection, and its evident leaning towards the party of the Pharisees, might also have 
been of influence in effecting its exclusion from the list of sacred books. There is certainly 
much foree in some of these reasons; but we must also give to the Jewish readers of the 
book, even at that early date, credit for a wiser discrimination and a finer sense of propriety 
than seems to characterize some of its modern critics. It could not well have escaped them 
that in its mass of material, much of which is worthy of all consideration, there are also 
found elements of coarseness, of egoism, of a merely worldly philosophy, such as appear in 
none of the divine-human productions of the Old Testament, and that the entire composition 
moves on an entirely different plane from that of the Hebrew Bible. It is at least certain 
that the book was never actually reckoned by the Jews among their Scriptures, although 
frequently quoted in both the Jerusalem and Babylonian Talmuds, and sometimes with, a 
formula which otherwise was employed only in making quotations from the Bible. A com- 
plete list of such quotations is given by Delitzsch,? comprising about forty in all; some of 
which, however, are anonymous, and others of doubtful authority, being found in neither the 
Greek nor Syrian text. Of literal citations there are very few, and it is likely that no small 
part of the entire number are simply of traditional origin, the later Jewish writers being wont 
to ascribe proverbs whose authorship was unknown to the distinguished Ben Sira. 

In A. D. 1519 there appeared in Constantinople (Venice, 1544; Sulzbach, 1697) what 
purported to be the ‘‘ Book [or Alphabet] of the son of Sirach,’”? — a work which contained 
scarcely a trace — not more than half a dozen proverbs — of the Palestinian original, the 
remainder being made up from the Talmud and Midrashim. In an ostensible biography of 
the author, it makes him out to be both son and grandson of the prophet Jeremiah. It con- 
tains two collections of proverbs in alphabetical order, the second one beginning with the 
Hebrew letter jodh. Still another collection of proverbs bearing the name of the son of 
Sirach was published by P. Fagius in Latin,? and in Hebrew, Chaldee, and Latin, by J. 
Drusius.4 The same collection is found in Steinschneider’s Alphabetum Sire Utrumque.® 
It is of late origin, and wholly different from the work now under consideration. The Book 
of Ecclesiasticus is in no instance cited in the New Testament, — a fact the more worthy of 

‘remark as it could scarcely have remained unknown to the writers and readers of the latter, 
especially if the supposed reference to Ecclus. iv. 31 in the Epistle of Barnabas (xix.; cf. 
Apostol. Const., vii. 11) be admitted to have any force. The overheated effort of Stier, 
during the controversies on this subject in Germany a quarter of a century since, to prove 
the contrary, as against Keerl, signally failed. Irenzeus and Justin Martyr pass over the 
book in silence, leading some to conjecture that it did not get into circulation in the Chris- 
tian church until the end of the second century. Clement of Alexandria makes a direct 
citation from Ecclesiasticus, and is the first Christian writer who does so. He, as well as 

1 Commentatio qua Libri Sir., etc., p. 102. 


2 Idem, pp. 20, 21, 204. Of. also Zunz, idem, pp. 100-104, 8 Ben Sira et aliorum Orientalium Sententia. 
4 Franeq., 1597. 5 Berlin, 1858, 
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Cyprian of the Latin church, seemed to regard it as the work of Solomon, and more than 
once quotes it as Scripture. Other writers, as Dionysius of Alexandria, follow their example. 
Even Origen uses the formula yéyparra in citing passages from it, and Athanasius quotes the 
passage xv. 9, as rd dmd rod mvedpuros els abrdy cipquéva. Still, it was well known that the work 
was not to be found in the Hebrew canon; and it does not appear in the catalogues of Melito, 
Origen, Cyril, Hilary, or Rufinus. Eusebius, Athanasius, Jerome, and Augustine all dis- 
tinguish it from the canonical books proper; and Jerome asserts that it ought not to be used 
for the support of doctrine, but simply for instruction. But theory and practice did not 
always harmonize, and it was sometimes so employed. In the Abyssinian church it was 
regarded as uncanonical, but was used for the instruction of the young.? 4 

In the Alexandrine Codex (III.), Ecclesiasticus is found at the end of the Old Testament, 
immediately after the Book of Wisdom. In the Vatican (II.), it has the same position 
relative to the latter book, but is followed by Esther (with the Additions), Judith, and 
Tobit, at the close of the Hagiographa. In the Sinaitic (X.), it is the last book but one of 
the Old Testament, the Book of Job being the last. In the list in the Codex Claromontanus 
it is found in the order: Ecclesiastes, Canticles, Wisdom, Hcclesiasticus. 

In the church of the Middle Ages we find Bishop Junilius, of North Africa (c. A. D. 550), 
ascribing ‘“ perfect authority ”’ to Ecclesiasticus; while Thomas Aquinas (f A. D. 1274), of 
the Italian church, seems in doubt about its authority. Isidore of Seville (t A. D. 636) 
recognized the fact of its not being found in the Hebrew canon, but (like Augustine) held. 
that it had received the indorsement of the church. Other. Christian scholars of Spain, 
however, preferred to follow the lead of Jerome: for example, Bishop Tostatus of Avila 
(a. D. 1450). In France, also, Alcuin (t+ A. D. 804), the spiritual adviser of Charlemagne, 
asserted, on the authority of Jerome and Isidore of Seville [!] that Ecclesiasticus was not to 
be used in support of Christian doctrine. In the Greek church, the catalogue known as the 
«« Sixty Books’? excluded Ecclesiasticus; and the Stichometry of Nicephorus (c. A. D. 828) 
reckoned it among the books ‘ disputed.”’ 

In Great Britain the first writer to make any special investigations touching the canon 
was Alfric (fA. D. 1005), Archbishop of Canterbury. Westcott? quotes him as saying: 
‘* Now there are two bookes more placed with Solomons workes, as if he made them: which 
for likenesse of stile and profitable use have gone for his; but Jesus, the son of Sirach, 
composed them. One is called... . the Booke of Wisdome; and the other Ecciesias- 
ticus. Very large bookes and read in the Church, of long custome, for much good instruc- 
tion.”? The later history of our book is for the most part identical with that of the 
remaining apocryphal works, and has already received sufficient attention. 


The Unauthentic Preface. 


In the Synopsis Scripture Sacre, falsely ascribed to Athanasius, as also in Codex 248. and 
the Complutensian Polyglot, is contained a second preface to Ecclesiasticus, which treats of 
the origin and contents of the work. In Credner’s opinion * this synopsis is a product of the 
ninth or tenth century. And it seems probable both from the form and substance of the 
second preface, which speaks of the translator in the third person — “ this Jesus was the son 
of Sirach, and grandson to Jesus of the same name with him,” ete. —that it was at first 
designed to be a sort of résumé of the contents of the book, and was written by the author of 
the Synopsis. But, whether emanating from him or not, it is evidently simply the opinion 
of some third person, and cannot by any means be considered as having the value which 
would attach to a recognized historic tradition. In the book itself (1. 27) the grandfather 
is called ‘‘ Jesus son of Sirach.’? Here the grandson receives this name also, which in itself 
would cause no surprise, since grandchildren not infrequently received the name of the 
grandfather. But in the present instance, as we have already seen, it is clear that the 
assertion rests on a misunderstanding of the passage just mentioned, it being supposed that 
the translator was there meant, since elsewhere the grandfather and author is called simply 
“ Jesus.” On this error is based another, viz., that the grandson shared in the composition 
of the work, completing and editing it after the death of the first Jesus. ‘‘When now the 
first Jesus died, leaving this book almost [oxedév 71] collected, Sirach his son [another less 
trustworthy reading is obtos instead of 6 vids], receiving it after him, left it likewise [raat] 


1 Ewald, Jahrb. d. Bibl. Wissenschaft, v., pp. 147, 149. 2 Bib. in the Church, p. 209. 
8 Geschichte d. Neutest. Kanon, p. 225. 


THE BOOK OF ECCLESIASTICUS. 285 





to his own son Jesus, who then, when he had come into possession of it, arranged it all in 
one orderly volume, giving it the title Wisdom, with the name not only of himself and his 
father, but of course also [4A phy af] that of the grandfather.’’ 

It is said, moreover, of the grandson that he lived in ‘‘ the later times, after the Captivity 
and the return, and after nearly [oxeddv, better, however, omitted] all the prophets.’? The 
writer seems purposely thus to leave the date of the composition indefinite. The preface 
closes: “‘ This Jesus was an admirer [éradds, literally, attendant] of Solomon, and was no less 
famous for wisdom and learning, having both the repute, and being in fact, a man of great 
learning.’’? 


1 Ido not follow the A. V. Of. p. 286. 


ECCLESIASTICUS. 


——_+——_ 


Proiogue.! 


WHEREAS many and important? things have been handed down to us through the 
law ® and the prophets, and the others who followed after them,* for which® things Is- 
rael ought to be commended for learning and wisdom ; and since® not only must the 
readers become” skillful themselves, but also they that desire to learn be able to profit 
them who are abroad,® both by speaking and writing: my grandfather Jesus, who had 
given himself more and more® to the reading of the law, and the prophets, and the 
other” books of our fathers, and had gotten therein no little proficiency," was drawn 
on also himself to write some work” pertaining to learning and wisdom, to the intent 
that those who ® are desirous to learn, becoming attached to this also,“ might make 
much more progress” in living according to the law. Let me intreat you now” to 
read it with favor and attention, and to be indulgent, in that where, perchance, with all 
the care bestowed on the translation, we may seem to have failed in some words.” For 
what was originally uttered in Hebrew,”* has not the same force when translated into ® 


1 The ‘‘ Prologue made by an uncertain author,’’ found in the A. Y. before the present one, I omit from the text and 
give here. See remarks at the close of my Introduction to this book. 

“This Jesus was the son of Sirach and grandchild to Jesus of the same name with him. This man therefore lived 
[arose] in the latter [later, cdérw] times, after the people had been led away captive and called home again [after 
the Captivity and calling back], and almost [omit almost] after all the prophets. Now his grandfather Jesus, as he 
[also] himself witnesseth, was [re, ¢. e., as well] a man of great diligence and wisdom [as of the greatest insight] among 
the Hebrews [omit among the H.], who did not only gather the grave and short sentences of wise [gathered not only the 
apothegms of sagacious] men, that had been before him, but himself also uttered some of his own, full of much under- 
standing and wisdom. When as therefore [When now] the first Jesus died, leaving this book almost perfected [collected], 
Sirach his son [omit ital.] receiving it after him [likewise] left it to his own son Jesus; who, [then] having gotten it into 
his hands, compiled 7 all orderly into one yolume, and called it [as] Wisdom, intituling it both [mot only] by his own 
name [and] his father’s name [omit name], and [but of course also] his grandfather’s ; alluring the hearer [better reader] 
by the very name of wisdom to have a greater love to the study of this book [of the book itself]. It containeth there- 
fore wise [now sagacious] sayings, [both] dark sentences, and parables, and certain particular ancient godly stories of 
[stories, and those about] men that pleased God; also his prayer and song; moreover [also], what benefits God had 
[omit had] vouchsafed his people, and what plagues he had [omit had] heaped upon their enemies. This Jesus did im- 
itate Solomon, and was no less famous for wisdom and learning {than he], both being indeed a man of great learning, 
and so reputed also.’ ; 

2A. V.: many and great (ueydAwv, but clearly with the sense of “important ”’). 8 delivered unto us by the law 
etc. (81a Tov vomov... . SeSouevwy ; the context requires the rendering given. There is usually found for the last word 
the same compounded with mapa). 4 by others that have followed their steps. 5 for the which. 8 whereof (as ; 
the A. V. must have read éé vy — Rob. Stephens and Badwell — or, éy — Cod. H. — ef. Bretschneider and Com.,ad loc.). . 
7 not only the readers must needs become (for yiver@ar, X. C. H. 55. 155. read yevéoGar). 8 which are without (marg., 
of another nation. The reference is to the Jews dispersed in other lands). ® when he had much given himself (éxt 
mAciov, more and more. I adopt Fritzsche’s rendering, and not that of Wahl —diutius — who refers to Judith xiii. hye 
10 and other. 12 good judgment (ixavyy ef. The latter word has for a secondary meaning, skill as a result of experi- 
ence, practice. The first meaning is, @ state, habit, of body or mind). 2 write something (cvyypayar tt). 18 which. 
14 and are addicted to these things (the word évoxos means rather bound to, while rov’rwy obviously refers to the work 
just spoken of). 15 profit much more. (On the force of the verb cf. Com. Fritzsche, De Wette, and Bunsen’s Bibel- . 
werk render ToAA@ waddov by immer mehr. See Com.) 16 Wherefore let me intreat you (rapaxéxAnode ody). 
17 pardon us (cvyyveuny éxev) wherein (é’ ols) we may seem (&y Sox@uev) to have come short of some words (Teot tev 
Adfewy advvapetv ; X. 28. omit the last word; ef. Com.) which we have laboured to interpret (rv Kara Thy épunveiay 
meftAormorvnnévov. My rendering is, for the most part, the same except in the order of the words. Fritzsche renders : 
‘Cand to have indulgence where we perchance —since, really the translation was worked out with zeal — might seem to 
have failed in some words.” Bunsen’s Bibelwerk: ‘‘ and to have indulgence, if it should appear that we, with all the 
diligence expended on the translation, in some words have not fully hit the sense ’’). 18 the same things uttered in 
Hebrew (aura év cavrois éBpatori Acydueva. The first pronoun seems to refer, in general, to the book just spoken of; 
the reflexive = in their own, i. e., language, the Hebrew. I haye rendered freely. Of., just below, ‘‘ uttered in 
the original,” év éavrots Acyoueva). 19 and translated into. .. have not the same force in them. 
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another tongue. And not only this book,’ but the law itself also,” and the prophecies ° 
and the rest of the books, have no small difference, uttered in the original. For in the 
eight and thirtieth year under King Euergetes,* coming into Egypt, and continuing 
there some time, I found no small difference of learning. Therefore * I thought it 
most necessary for me also’ to bestow some zeal and diligence on the translation of 
this book ;* using indeed, in the mean time, great watchfulness and skill,® in order, 
haying brought the book to an end, to’ publish it for those abroad also, who wish to 


learn and prepare themselves to live in their customs “ after the law. 


1A.V.: these things. 2 omits also. 


4 when they are spoken in their own language . . . . coming into Egypt, when Euergetes was king. 
5 a book (addouorov ; but 55. 254., apopyyv; III., epddcov ; the Vulgate renders the clause, invent thi 
The A. V. seems to have taken abdyocov in the sense of ‘a copy” of a 
6 Fritzsche receives ody from X. C. H. 55. 106. and the Old Lat. 
(Fritzsche receives a cad from III. X. CO. H. 55. 106. al. Old Lat. 
Cf. note 5, above). 


this passage. ) 
libros relictos ; marg. of A. V., help of learning. 
work) of no small learning. 


travail (gcAoroviay) to interpret it (mvS_ THY BLBAov. 
253. Old Lat.) great watchfulness and skill in that space. 


from II. X. C. H. 55. 106. 155. 253. 254. 296. for dyovra of the text. rec.). 


3 prophets (marg., Gr., prophecies; here, mpopyretat ; ot mpopyrat, C. Old Lat.). 


(Cf. our Introd. on 


7 A. VY. omits also 
It is also found in IT.). 8 diligence (amovdyv) and 
9 using (omits yap with IIT. 55. 106, 155. 
. and (ayaydvra is adopted by Fritzsche 
11 set it forth for them also, which in 


10 to bring ... 


a strange country (év 7) maporkig, i. e., Egypt; but cf. above, rots éxrds) are willing to learn, being prepared before 
(mpoxaragxevagomévors ; Ii. III. C. 68. 106. al. the accus.) in manners to live. 


PROLOGUE. 


In Il. II. 155. the title is simply Mpéaoyos; in 
C. Sipdx is added; in X. there is no title. — 
This introduction to the Book of Ecclesiasticus, 
unlike the book itself, was originally written in 
Greek, as is clear both from the circumstances 
and the style. Its genuineness is undoubted. — 
The law and the prophets and. the others. 
These are the well-known three parts into which 
the books of the Old Testament were early di- 
vided. By the last (raévy &AdAwv) doubtless the 
writers of the Hagiographa are meant. Just 
below, the formula for the Old Testament canoni- 
cal books is given in its more usual form: the law 
and the prophets and the rest of the books (ra Aowra, 
rav BiBAtwv). Cf. Luke xxiv. 44, and Josephus, 
Contra Ap., i. 8. — Those who are abroad. The 
Jews who had emigrated to other countries are 
meant, particularly those of Egypt.— And the 
other books of our fathers. ‘This circumlocu- 
tion seems to have been employed because at this 
time the Hagiographa were designated by no one 
special title. — Becoming attached to this also, 
i. e., the book that lies before us, from the pen of 
Jesus. The Greek is rovrwy evoxor yevduevot. 
This adjective in the present sense is usually 
followed by the dative. But cf. Heb. ii, 15, and 
Buttmann, p. 170; Winer, p. 202. —’Emmpoodaat, 
might make progress. Some would translate 
add to, and derive from the passage the idea that 
‘the son of Sirach wished to*stimulate to further 
effort in the way of composing something that 
might be regarded as completing the works neces- 
sary for such as would live after the law. The 
-yerb certainly has this meaning in its transitive 
sense; but the thought which one would thus 
_smuggle in for dogmatic reasons is wholly incon- 
gruous and foreign to the context. Hence it is 
better to suppose that the word is employed here 
in an intransitive sense, with the meaning given 
to it above by us. This view is supported by 








Fritzsche, and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk. Bretschneider 
has the following note on the word: “ Jnsuper 
addant, i. e., proficiant, ulterius progrediantur.” 
Linde translates: “ Damit Freunde der Weisheit 
auch durch dieses Studium in der Frommigkett 
immer vollkommener werden ;” and De Wette: 
“Und sich immer mehr vervollkommnen méchten 
durch ein gesetzliches Leben.” There is no evi- 
dence in our passage, in short, that, the son of 
Sirach regarded his work as on a level with the 
Jewish Scriptures, or thought that it might per- 
haps be received among them. The impression 
made by this explanatory introduction of his 
grandson, as a whole, is quite the contrary.— 
Ed’ ofs by Sox@mev. .. . Gdvvapeiv, in which we 
might appear to be unable; meaning, as the 
context shows, where I might seem not to have hit 
the mark.—In Hebrew. As this prologue con- 
tains the first allusion to the Old Testament 
canon as a whole, so also it makes the first use of 
the word “ Hebrew” which occurs in extant his- 
tory. — And not only this book, but the law. 
It is to be inferred, then, that the Old Testament 
had already been translated into Greek at the 
time these words were written. — Difference of 
learning (madelas). This Greek word means 
much the same as our word “ culture” (German, 
Bildung) ; but it is doubtless used here in a more 
limited sense as referring to those subjects of 
which the Old Testament and the present book 
treat. — ’A@éuotov has been variously rendered. 
It means what is unlike, different. ‘The cultiva- 
tion of the Jews in Egypt was of a later sort, 
Hellenistic. —Some zeal. It is modestly spoken. 
—’Ey rh mapoiia. See Text. Notes. Vhe word 
means living in a place as mapoikos, & sojourner. 
Cf. Jud. v. 9; Wisd. xix. 10. I have given it 
here the rendering “ abroad,” to correspond with 
éxrés above, the same persons being evidently 
meant. 


‘i CHAPTER I. 


1 Axx wisdom cometh from the Lord, 


And is with him for ever. 
2, 


Who can number the sand of the sea, and the drops of rain, 
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And the days of eternity ? 
3 Whocan nee 1 out dhe height of heaven, and the breadth of the earth, 
And the deep, and wisdom ? 
Wisdom was? created before all things, 
And prudent understanding ? from everlasting.* 
To whom was the root of wisdom revealed ? ° 
And who knew her subtile plans ? ® 
8 One is wise, greatly * to be feared, 
The Lord sitting upon his throne. 
9 He created her, and saw her, and made her known,® 
And poured her out upon all his works 
10 Together with * all flesh according to his gift, ee 
And he bestowed her abundantly on™ them that love him. 
11 The fear of the Lord 7s honor, and glory, 
And gladness, and a crown of rejoicing. 
12 ~The fear of the Lord contents the ® heart, 
And giveth joy, and gladness, and a long life. 
13 Witb him who feareth the Lord, it shall be well * at the last, 
And he shall be blessed 1 on the day of his death. 
14 To fear the Lord” 7s the beginning of wisdom ; 
And it is * created with the faithful in the womb. P 
15 She prepared for herself an everlasting dwelling-place ” with men, 
And she will continually remain ” with their seed. 
16 To fear the Lord ?s fullness of wisdom, 
And she maketh them drunken ™ with her fruits. 
17 She filleth all her-house with thing? desirable, 
And the garners with her products.” 
18 ‘The fear of the Lord 7s a crown of wisdom, 
Making peace and restored health * to flourish ;* 
19 And he saw and revealed her ; * 
She pours forth skill and practical knowledge, 
And heightens the honor of them *° that hold her fast. 
20 ‘The root of wisdom 7s to fear the Lord, 
And the branches thereof are long life.” 


i 


Vers. 1-6.—1A. V.: find. 2 hath been. 5 the understanding of prudence. (The Greek is civeous dpomjoews 
Wahl would render by summa cognitio; Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, verstiindige Einsicht ; Fritzsche, kluge Einsicht; Gaab, 
hochste Verstand ; Bretschneider, summa sapientia.) + (ver. 5) The word of God most high is the fountain of wisdom ; 
And her ways ave everlasting commandments. (It is found only in H. 23. 55. 70. 106. (with a variation), 248. 253, (with 
a variation), Co. Old Lat., and I have omitted it.) 5 hath .... been revealed. 6 Or who hath known her wise 
counsels ? 

Vers. 7-12. —7 A. V.: (ver. 7) Unto whom hath the knowledge of wisdom been made manifest? And who hath under- 
stood her great experience? (It is found in H. 28. 55. 70. 106. 253. Old Lat.) 8 There is one wise and greatly. (The 
force of the Greek, eis eat: copds, poBepds ohddpa, is not sufficiently well brought out. In the following line, Codd. 
55. 70. 106. 253. and the Old Lat. have supplied the words cat cvpievwy before «vpios, probably for the reason that in 
important authorities —II. III. X. 0. H. — the last word is joined to what follows. The context seems to be decidedly 
against both changes.) ® numbered her (ééypi@unoev. It is, apparently, a false rendering of our translator. Cf. 
the LXX. at Job xxviii. 27, t6re elSev adthy Kat eényijoato admjv, which probably lay at the basis of the present expres- 
sion ; also, just before, idav 7piOunoe. See Com.). 10 She is with (the A. V. places a full stop at the end of the previ- 
ous line), 1 hath given her to (exopyyncev ; ef. ver. 26). 12 There is an addition of two lines to ver. 10 found in 
H. 70. 258. and it is found also, in a corrupt form, in the Old Lat. 8 A.V.: The fear... maketh a merry (répweu). 
14 Following ver. 12 the codd. just mentioned have an addition of two lines. 

Vers, 13-18. —15 A. V.: Whoso..... go well with him. 16 find favour. (For evpyoe xdpw of the text. rec., Codd- 
III. X. C. H. 28. 70. al. Old Lat. have evAoynPycerar, which is adopted by Fritzsche. The A. V. notices it in the mar- 
gin.) 17 (Instead of rov Gedy of the text. rec. and II., Fritzsche receives from IIT. X. H. 23, 55. al. Co. Tov Kipior, 
which we find has been already adopted in the A. V.) 18 was (a general truth). 19 hath builtan ... . founda- 
tion. (Lit., hatched .... foundation. But the verb — vogcevw — is not used as transitive, and hence Fritzsche would 
take @euéAvoy as nom., and in apposition with the verb, 7. e., she nested, prepared a nest with men, an eternal founda- 
tion, dwelling-place.) _ 0 shall continue (not quite strong enough for éumotevOjoerar. Fritzsche and Bunsen’s Bibel- 
werk, dauernd bleiben ; Wahl,-fides ei habebitur versanti inter posteros eorum. See Com.). 21 filleth men. *2 their 
(as III. H. 248, 253. Co.) house . . .. increase (yevvnudtwv. ‘Increase ” is not sufficiently definite), 283 perfect health 
(vylevav idcews = health of healing, from healing. A remark of Gaab throws light on the rendering of the A. V.: ‘‘ Per- 
haps vyieva signified perfection, as dyujs, according to Suidas, is TéAevos; So that it might be translated, perfect heal- 
ing.’’) 4 Following ver. 18 there is the following addition in the A. V.; ‘ Both which are the gifts of God: And it 
enlargeth their rejoicing that love him.’? This is found in H. 70. 248. Go. 

Vers. 19-24, — 25 A. V. omits this line (with 248. 253. Go.) - 26 Wisdom (so H. 70. 106. 248. al. Co.) raineth down 
skill and knowledge of understanding (yrHow ovvécews ; cf. ver. 4), and exalteth them to honour. 27 (Ver. 21) The 
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22 Unrighteous anger’ cannot be justified ; 
For the sway of his anger is to his fall.? 
23 A patient man holds out until his ® time, 
And afterwards joy springs * up unto him. 
24 He hides his words until his ® time, 
And the lips of many will speak fully of his sagacity.® 
25 The intelligent proverb is’ in the treasures of wisdom ; 
But godliness zs an abomination to a sinner. 
26 If thou desire wisdom, keep the commandments, 
And the Lord will bestow her abundantly upon * thee ; 
27 For the fear of the Lord 7s wisdom and instruction, 
And fidelity and humility *® ave his delight. 
28 Be not disobedient to the fear of the Lord,?° 
And come not unto it™ with a divided ” heart. 
29 Be not a hypocrite in the sight of men, 
And take heed ® what thou speakest. 
30 Exalt not thyself, lest thou fall, 


And bring dishonor upon thyself,!4 


And God reveal * thy secrets, 


And cast thee down in the midst of the congregation, 


Because thou camest not to 


the fear of the Lord, 


And thy heart was ™ full of deceit. 


fear of the Lord driveth away sins: And where it is present it turneth away wrath. 


106. 248. 253. Co. Old Lat., with more or less variation.) 
be his destruction. 


for a. 


1 A furious man (as H. 70. 106. 248. Co.). 
8 will bear fora. (The words ws xatpod avégerac have a different force. 
adopts from 23. 248. 253. Co. Old Lat. for av@ééerac of the text. rec., and II.) 


(The addition is found in H. 70. 
2 fury shall 
The verb Fritzsche 


# joy shall spring. — willhide.... 


6 many (7oAA@v is adopted by Fritzsche from III. X. H. 55. 70. al. Co. Old Lat., for muarav of the teat. rec. 


and II. ; ef. xxxix. 9) shall declare his wisdom (practical wisdom, intelligence, sagacity, cvvecw). 
Vers. 25-30. —7 A. V.: The parables (The plur. is found in X. H. 70. al. Old Lat. Co.; but the sing. is probably 


used collectively) of knowledge are. 


Bibelwerk.) 10 distrust not (marg., Be not disobedient to). . 
Co. after «upiov). 11 him (avr@ refers to the preceding péBw). 
heed. 


(meaning, in the earlier English, uncover, reveal). 
to. 17 But (Jun., sed) thy heart ts. 


i4 thy soul (7. e., by Hebrew usage, and as better suiting the context, ‘‘ thyself *’). 
16 not in truth (év adnde(g, supported by 248. 253. Co. Old Lat.) 


(Cod. II. also supports the reading émOupyjoas, received by Fritzsche from III. X. 
C. H. 248. Co. Ald. Old Lat., instead of ére@uuyjoas of the text. rec.) 


(torts, but here, as it would seem, in the sense of ‘‘ faithfulness *’?) and meekness. 


8 shall give her unto (cf. ver. 10). 9 faith 
(I follow Fritzsche and Bunsen’s 
. . When thon art poor (évSeys ov, found in H. 70. 248. 
12 double (cf. diyvxos at Jas. i. 8, iv. 8). 18 good 


15 so God discover 


Cuarrer I, 


WWiGE> Lk. 
the idea of wisdom as illustrated in the Old Testa- 


ment, see Bruch, Weisheits-Lehre der Hebraer ; | 


Oehler, Die Grundztige der Altestamentlichen Weis- 
heit ; Theologie d. Alt. Test., ad loc. ; and in Herzog’s 
Real-Encyk., v. 236 ff. On the meaning of the word 
as used by Philo, ef. Herzog’s Real-Encyk., xi. 588, 
594; also, Execursus iii. in Bretschneider’s Liber 
Jesu Siracide. I will give here some remarks 
found in the opening chapter of Fritzsche’s Com. 
on the present book. “ To our author wisdom — 
copia, TNDITI, as whose correlated idea, in par- 
allelism, dpéynots, cdvects, emiorhun, matdela.... 
_ appear —is a person’s objective knowledge ; so, 
first, something purely theoretical, that has its 
object in the essence of things, the world as com- 

lex. In this respect it is the rerum cognoscere, or 
rather cognovisse, causas. Considered in detail, it 
is of course infinitely manifold. Then, further, 
it comes into consideration in a double relation, 
as unlimited and limited, as original and derived. 
As unlimited (cfs éor: copds, i. 6) and original, 
it is with God from eternity and to eternity (1.4) ; 
through it He knows and pervades all things (xv. 
18,19). It is itself, in this aspect of it, not to be 
found out. As limited and derived it comes from 
God (i. 1); He poured it out over all his works, 
and imparted it to them a love him (i. 9; Trois 


Cf. Proy. iii. 13-20.— Wisdom. On| ciceBéow, xliii. 33) 





; suffered it however, particu- 
larly, to havea dwelling in Jacob (xxiv. 8, 10, ff.). 
ef. Bar. iii. 36). In order to obtain it, one must 
seek it, -go after it (iv. 11, 14, 22-24; li. 13 ff.). 
Since it teaches discipline, one must at the outset, 
through conflict, submit himself to it (iv. 17; vi. 
17). But he who possesses it is blessed and safe 
(xiv. 20, 25-27); is exalted and made glad 
through good fortune of all sorts; loves himself 
[his own life], serves and loves the Lord, and 
is by him beloved (iv. 11-14). It is so (i e., 
proves itself practically to be) the fear of God, — 
~dBos Kuptov, = piety and fulfilling of the law, 
moinots vduov, Xix. 18, just as further it has re- 
vealed itself in the Mosaic law. From this it can 
be seen in what close, interchangeable relations 
it stands to the fear of God: just as theory and 
practice, knowledge and life, permeate each other 
to the very innermost degree. When it is said, 
‘The fear of God passeth all things’ (xxy. 11), 
is also higher than that which wisdom possesses 
(xxv. 9, 10), that it is the crown, the fullness of 
wisdom (i. 14, 16), it is meant that it is the higher, 
the highest object for men; that the wise are not 
yet necessarily, on account of their wisdom in it- 
self considered, God-fearing, but that in it wis- 
dom first finds its true dedication and transfigura- 
tion. Man will, moreover, strive after insight 
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into the essence of things and the rule of the 
Lord, in order to put himself in the, consequently, 
alone reasonable — 7. €., pious — relation to the 
Lord. Wisdom leads to the fear of the Lord, 
and with it will it also increase itself; as, on the 
other hand, the keeping of the commandments 
leads to wisdom (i. 26). But there still rises the 
question, whether the author thought of wisdom 
simply as an attribute. As it is said that it 
“came out of the mouth of the Most High;’ was 
‘created before all things’ (i. 4, 9; xxiv. 9); that 
with it God made glorious his creative activity 
(xxiv. 5,6; xxvi. 8 [all according to the Greek 
text]; xlii. 21), and continually sustains and 
rules the world in connection with it (xlii. 21) — 
so to our sober sense the first impulse would be to 
think of it as from eternity resting in God, but 
through Him coming into being before any cre- 
ated thing as personal (kricua). And yet nothing 
would be more false than this. Hence it is clear 
that if wisdom is regarded as an attribute which 
both God and men have, only in a different de- 
gree and for a different period ; and if in the pas- 
sages where it appears as a person there is rec- 
ognized a simple, close-at-hand, and, moreover, 
already -indicated personification, — how every- 
thing falls into beautiful harmony! While, on 
the contrary, the hypostasizing of wisdom would 
stand in the boldest contradiction to the the- 
istic stand-point of the author, as it otherwise 
appears, and must have awakened in him doubts, 
which he is so far from raising that he nowhere 
once lets even a glimmer of them appear. His 
point of view, consequently, is in this respect 
essentially the same as that in Proverbs, Job, 
and Baruch. The mporépa mdvtay %xriorau (i. 4) 
has its parallel in Prov. viii. 22, As Wisdom was 
active in the creation of the world, so it must 
have been already in being before the same. 
But in that view to the poetic fancy it trans- 
formed itself into a person — though from eter- 
nity there was only God, and all things were shut 
up in Him —so it surrendered itself as mpdérepa 
mayrwy.. .. to haye itself created. The poetic 
stripped off, the thought is: From eternity wisdom 
rested to a perfect degree in God. At the crea- 
tion, as he revealed his power and glory, so par- 
ticularly his wisdom, those attributes which as a 
limited but glorious inheritance also attained to 
by the human race, especially by Jacob, stood be- 
fore the eyes of the later Jews as the foremost 
thing,” ; 

Ver. 2. Days of eternity. Some would trans- 
late aidy by world (Luther, Bretschneider), and 
others by the time past (Fritzsche, Bunsen’s Bibel- 
werk). De Wette and Wahl agree with our ver- 
sion. In its primary idea the word refers to the 
life which lapses away with the breath (see Hom., 
Il., xxiv. 725; and hence, in a secondary sense, 
may refer to the space of a human life. Again, 
it may designate that which is filled by life, a 
space of time, a seculum; and then, unbounded 
tume. In the later Greek it was employed more 
and more to denote the period of human history ; 
and that is possibly the meaning here. Cf. 
Cremer, sub voce. 

Ver, 3. Height of heaven. Cf. Ps. ciii. 11. 

Ver. 6. Havoupyet(n)uara. The first meaning 
is erafiy, villainous things, counsels, plans. Here. 
in a good sense, subtile, sagacious plans. The word 
is found in a bad sense at xxi. 12. 

Ver. 9. Made her known.  Lit., numbered, 
i.e, with reference to revealing it in its order. 
Ci. LXX. at Job xxviii. 27. Grotius says: “ Di- 
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numeravit, nempe ut solemus illa, que elargirt 
volumus.” 

Ver. 10. According to his gift. Cf. Eph. 
iii. 7: “according to the gift;” and iv. 7: “ac- 
cording to the measure of the gift.” _ 

Ver. 11. Crown of rejoicing. An allusion to 
a custom which prevailed of wearing crowns or 
garlands at joyous festivals. 

Ver. 12. Long life. This was one of the 
blessings promised to godliness even in the Mo- 
saic books. Cf. Deut. iv. 40, vi. 2; also, Prov. 
Ty PP oe alc 

Ver. 14. Is created with the faithful in the 
womb. [lforis seems to be used here, as in verse 
26, in the sense of the faithful, loyal, true. A 
general truth is announced. “ Perhaps the early 
beginning of wisdom is meant here to be poeti- 
cally described, or, in accordance with the Jewish 
philosophy, as in Ps. li. 7, the early beginning of 
sin.” Linde. 

Ver. 15. @euédrov, with évdooevoe, can scarce- 
ly mean anything else than dwelling-place. Cf. 
Prov. ix. 1; 1 Tim. vi. 19; 2 Tim. ii. 19. Gram- 
matically, as the verb only occurs in an intransi- 
tive sense, the substantive is to be regarded as be- 
ing in apposition to the preceding verbal idea. — 
Shall continually remain, éumortevOjoera. De 
Wette translates: “And finds faith (credit) with 
their seed.” Luther, following the Latin: ‘ And 
one finds it with the righteous and faithful,” 
“ Cum justis et fidelibus agnoscitur.” 

Vers. 16,17. Cf. Prov. viii. 18. 

Ver. 18. Acrown. In verse 20, the same is 
called “the root” of wisdom. Hence both taken 
together include it entirely. — Perfect health 
(A. V.). Lit., “health through healing,” syteor 
idcews. According to Wahl, the two words to- — 
gether mean health sed fortius, as the translators 
of the A. V. seem also to have thought. But see 
Fritzsche’s Com., and our Text. Notes. 

Ver. 19. Tvéow ovvécews. The yvaors is “the 
insight which manifests itself in the thorongh 
understanding of the subject with which it meets, 
and in the conduct determined thereby; which 
hits on what is right in that it allows itself to be 
guided by the right knowledge of the object 
with which it has to do.” See Cremer, under the 
word. Of the words prefixed above (cf. verse 25 
in Text. Notes) to this verse in our translation, 
Fritzsche remarks that “they are rejected by the 
commentators with considerable unanimity. Still, 
their genuineness is scarcely to be doubted. They 
are wanting only in 253. 248. and Co.; and if 
they might not be found in other related manu- 
scripts, still one recognizes the arbitrary altera- 
tion. And as they are externally fully supported, 
so they are also required exegetically. If they 
are left out, what is the subject in what follows 2” 

Ver. 22. On Ovuds cf. remarks at Prayer of 
Manasses, verse 10. 


Ver. 23. “Ews kapod, = NYT. Cf. Dan. xi. 


24. It means here up to the right, opportune, 
time. 


Ver, 24. Hides his words. It refers to what 
precedes. He is not hasty to speak, waits till the 
proper time comes. 


Ver. 25. MapaBory. Parable, or, as used collee- 
tively, parables ; Heb., own. A secondary mean- 
ing is proverb, since this generally contained a 
witty comparison. 

Ver. 28. Obedience is here made the result of 
trust. If they did not distrust the fear of the 


ECCLESIASTICUS. ; 291 





Lord, they would follow it. — Unto it, i. e., r@| (cuvaywyis). The court for trying offenses was 
$é8w Kuplov.— A divided heart. Cf. Ps. xii. 2. |held openly at the gate. Cf. Numb. xxxv. 12, 
Ver. 30. In the midst of the congregation! 24; Prov. v. 14. 





Cuarpter II. 


i My son, if thou dost set out? to serve the Lord, 
Prepare thy soul for temptation. 

2 Set thy heart aright, and be stedfast,? 

And make not haste in time of visitation.’ 

Cleave unto him, and withdraw not thyself,* 

That thou mayest become great in thy last days.® 

All that cometh upon thee accept,° 

And be patient in the vicissitudes of thy humiliation.’ 

For gold is tried in the fire, 

And acceptable men in the furnace of humiliation.* 

Trust® in him, and he will espouse thy cause ; *° 

Make thy way straight, and hope ™ in him. 

Ye that fear the Lord, wait for his mercy ; 

And go not aside, lest ye fall. 

Ye that fear the Lord, trust in ? him, 

And your reward shall not fail. 

Ye that fear the Lord, hope for good, 

And for everlasting joy and mercy. 

10 Look at the generations of old, and see: 
Who trusted in the Lord, and was made ashamed? 
Or who abode “ in his fear, and was forsaken ? 
Or who called upon him, and he overlooked him?” 

11. ~=For the Lordis compassionate and merciful,’® 
And forgiveth sins, and saveth in time of affliction. 

12 Woe ée to fearful hearts, and hands that hang down,” 
And a sinner who entereth on two paths ! 

13. Woe unto him that is fainthearted! for it.trusteth not ; 
Therefore shall it ® not be defended. 

14 Woe unto you that have lost patience! * 
And what will ye do when the Lord shall visit you ? 

15 They that fear the Lord will not disobey his words ;* 
And they that love him will keep strictly * his ways. 

16 They that fear the Lord will seek his good pleasure ; * 
And they that love him will observe fully * the law. 

17.‘ They that fear the Lord will prepare their hearts, 


a eo) 


to, 2 OO; st) Top 


Vers. 1-6.—1A. V.: come (zpocépyn, comest forward, i. e., showest a purpose, settest out). 2 constantly endure © 
(xaprépyoov. It is from kdpros (xpatos), and means, Be staunch, brave, strong, i. e., to stand, and so, stedfast. Of. Heb. 
xi. 27, he endured). 8 trouble (émaywyjs = a bringing in, or on, 80 a@ visitation, in the usual sense of that word). 
# depart not away. 5 increased at thy last end. 6 Whatsoeyer is brought . .. . take cheerfully (H. 106. 248. 258. 
add acpévws). 7 when thou art charf&ed to a low estate (év dAAdypact rarewadaews cov. The word dddAayya means 
that which is changed or interchanged, the price to be paid ; also wares ; but here it can only refer to the reverses of for- 
tune, and I render in harmony with Wahl, Fritzsche, Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, Wechselfdllen), 8 adversity (ramrewooews, 
as in the second line before). 9 Believe (ricrevoor). 10 help thee (avr:AawBavw, here better, take part with, on be- 
half of; cf£.Com.). 14 Order thy way aright, and trust (éAmcov). 

Vers. 7-18. — 122A. V.: believe (cf. ver. 6). 18 Did ever any trust in .. . . confounded. 14 did any abide 
15 whom did he ever despise, that called upon him? 16 7s full of compassion and mercy (oixripuwv Kai édequwv), 
long suffering, and very pitiful. (These words are added by H. 106. 248. 253. with Co.) 17 faint hands (I have ren- 
dered rapeypévats more literally ; cf. Heb. xii. 12, wapewnévas xetpas). 18 the sinner that goeth two ways (the preposi- 
tion éré is omitted before d¥o rpiBous in 55. 248. Co.). 19 he believeth (the reference is rather to the heart; and cf, 


yers. 6, 7 for the force of morever). . . - he 


Vers. 14-17. — 2 A. V.: patience (dropovqy ; cf. Com.). 21 word (pyudtwv. Codd. 155. 248. 296. Co. have the 
dative. But the genitive is found after areOetv, also at xvi. 26 [Greek text] except in 248. Co. which change to the ac- 
cusative, and H. which has the dative). 22 keep (avvtypycover is more emphatic). 23 that which is well-pleasing 
unto him. (For avrod, 106. 248. Co. read wap’ avrov.) 2 shall be filled with (éumAno@joovrat ; H. 106, 248. Co. omit 


the prep. Lit., will be filled with, i. e., will fully observe). 
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And humble their souls in his sight, 


Saying, We will fall into the hands of the Lord, and not into the hands of 


18 
men ; 
For as his greatness, so also is” his mercy. 
Ver. 18. —1 A. V.: majesty is (ueyaAwovvn), 80 is, 
Carter II. 
Ver. 1. Cf. verses 11,18; Job ix. 21; 1 Cor. 


x. 13; Jas. i. 2. Satan does not assault a soul 
that has nothing to lose.— Serve. External 
‘worship is not so much meant, as a devoted life. 
The word is dovAcvew. 

Ver. 2. Set thy heart aright. Be master 
over it, and bring it into the proper condition. 
Cf. the LXX. at Josh. xxiv. 28, ev@dvare Thy 
kapdlay. —’Exarywyhs, that which is led to (the 
heart in the way of proving, trying it).— Make 
not haste, 7.e¢., be not fearful, but calm and self- 
possessed. See Is. lii. 12: “For ye shall not go 
out with haste.’ Others would render by a de- 
rived meaning of omeddw; but it seems unneces- 
sary. 

Ver. 3. In thy last days, ém écydtwy cov. 
This does not mean the very conclusion of life, 
but the later years of it. Perhaps the experience 
of Job was floating before the author’s mind. Cf. 
1,18; Job xlii.10; Jas. v. 11. 

Ver. 5. For the figure, cf, Prov. xvii. 3, xxvii. 
21; Zech. xiii. 9; Mal. iii. 3;.1 Pet. i. 7. 

Ver. 6. 7AvriAhperat, will lay hold to help, or 
will hold helpingly. The idea seems to be better 
brought out by the rendering given above. Cf. 
iil. 12, xii. 4, 7, xxix. 9, 20; Judith xiii. 5; 2 Mac. 
xiv. 15; Luke i. 54 (A. V., holpen); Acts xx. 35 
(A. V., support).— Make thy way straight. Cf. 
Ps. v. 8; Heb. xii. 18. The language is figura- 
tive, and means very much what we mean when 
we speak of being “ straightforward.” 

Ver. 11. Forgiveth sins. This means here, 
as is evident from the context, saves from the 
consequences of sin. 

Ver. 12. Hntereth upon two paths. In- 
stead of going straight forward, in a moral sense, 
he turns to the right and the left. Cf.1 Kings 
xviii. 21; Jas. i. 8, iv. 8. 








Ver. 14. Thy Srouovqy. The capacity for hold- 
ing out patiently in the time of trial and suffering. 
Fritzsche, however, would give to the word here 
and at xvi. 13, on account of the context, the 
meaning hope. 

Ver. 15. His words. Note the interesting 
change from the singular to the plural at John 
xiv. 23, 24: “If a man love me, he will keep my 
words ” [“‘ word,” tov Adyov]. “ He that loveth 
me not keepeth not my sayings” [rods Adyous]. 
So much discrimination, however, could scarcely 
be expected in the present writer. 

Ver. 17. Prepare their hearts. They will 
hold themselves in readiness to receive whatever 
it may please God to send. Cf. Ps. x. 17. 

Ver. 18. Fall into the hands of the Lord. 
Cf. 2 Sam. xxiv. 14.—So also is his mercy. 
“Tt must be great mercy or no mercy; for little 
mercy will never serve my turn.” Bunyan. The 
mercy of God is much emphasized in the present 
book. It is characterized by @\eos at ii. 18, v. 6, 
xvi. 11, xlvii. 22, li. 8; éAenuoodvn, xvi. 14; 
efiAacuds, XVi. 12; and xdpis, i. 18 (text. rec. and 
Il.) Its activity is indicated by éAceiy and paxpo- 
Ouwetv, Xvili. 11, 14; wAnOdvew roy ekirAacudy, 
xviii. 12, It is a mercy which is widespread in 
its exercise and divine in its fullness (xviii. 13; 
xxxii. 13 ff.; xxxiv. 16; xxxix. 22; xlvii. 22 ff.); 
but, in this respect, the Book of Ecclesiasticus 
cannot be regarded (with Merguet, pp. 11, 12) as 
superior to the Old Testament canonical literature, 
and as marking a transition period to the New 
Testament universalism. On the contrary, there 
is a growing narrowness and national exclusive- 
ness of spirit evident, not only in the present 
work, but in all the apocryphal books of the Old 
Testament, by which indeed they show themselves 
to be faithful representatives of their time. 





Cuarter III. 


And hath established over sons the law concerning a mother.’ 
He who honoreth * v's father shall make atonement ® for Avs sins ; 
And he that glorifieth ® his mother ‘‘s as one that layeth up treasure. 


1 HEAR me your father, O children, 
And so do, that ye may be saved.! 
2 For the Lord will have a father glorified by children, 
3 
4 
5 


He who honoreth fis father shall have joy from children; 7 


And on the day of® his prayer, he shall be heard. 


Vers. 1-5. —1 A. V.: And do thereafter... 
over the children (émi réxvots. 


(24? viois ; éh? viots, H. 106. 248. Co.). 
H. 106. 157. have the pres. indic. here, 
ceding line, but dogagwv), 
Co.; Old Lat., in filits. 


7 Whoso honoureth .. . 
See Com.). 


. Safe (cw6y7e). 
Not clear ; rather, ‘hath honored a father in the case of children iL) 
(kpiow ; cf. Com.) of the mother (this construction is adopted by some; 
make it refer to God’s law, ordinance concerning the mother, 7. e., concerning that which is due to 

4 Whoso honoureth. 
and at ver. 8, except III. C.). 


? hath given the father honour (édé£ace Trarépa) 


3 the authority 
with Fritzsche, to 
her) over the sons 
5 maketh an atonement (for éftAdoerar, Codd. IIT. C. 
® honoureth (not the same word as in the pre- 


but it would seem better, 


. of his own children (bd réxvwv ; emi réxvors ITI. H. 248. 807. 
8 when he maketh (see Com.). 
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He that glorifieth * hes father shall have long * life ; 
And he that is obedient unto the Lord shall give relief to* his mother,‘ 
And will do good service under ° his parents, as under ° masters. 
Honor thy father’ in word and deed, 
That a blessing may come upon thee from him.® 
For the blessing of a* father establisheth the houses of children ; 
But the curse of a mother destroyeth them to their foundations.™ 
10 Glory not in the dishonor of thy father ; ” 
For thy father’s dishonor is no glory unto thee. 
11‘ For the glory of a man ¢s from the honor of his father ; 
And a mother in disrepute ¥ 7s a reproach to children. 
12 My son, help thy father in his age, 
And grieve him not as long as. he liveth. 
13 And if his understanding fail, be indulgent towards him ; ¥ 
And despise him not in the fullness of thy * strength. 
14 For kindness towards ” thy father shall not be forgotten ; 
And in spite of sins thy prosperity shall bloom again.” 
15 In the day of thine affliction thou shalt * be remembered ; 
Thy sins shall* melt away, as ice in mild™ weather. 
16 #8 He that forsaketh his father 7s as a blasphemer ; 
And he that angereth his mother is cursed of the Lord.* 
17 My son, carry out! thy business in meekness,” 
And thou shalt % be beloved of him that is accepted.” 
18 The greater thou art, the more humble thyself, 
And thou shalt find favor before the Lord ; * 
20 For the power of the Lord 7s great, 
And he is glorified by * the lowly. 
21 Seek not what is * too hard for thee, 
And search not out what is *! above thy strength. 
22 What ® is commanded thee, think thereon ; * 
For thou hast no need of what is concealed.™ 
23 In that which goes beyond thy occupations waste no strength, 
For very many things of human knowledge ® have been made known to thee. 
24 For their notion hath led many astray ; 
And an evil fancy * hath overthrown their judgment.” 
26 A stubborn heart shall fare ill ® at last ;# 
And he that loveth danger shall perish * therein. 
27. ~_—~*An obstinate heart shall be laden with troubles ; * 
And the sinner will heap sin upon sins. 


o aN O& 


Vers. 6-10. —1A. V.: honoureth (So0faGwv). 2 along. 8 shall be a comfort to (avaravce. Fritzsche and 
Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, erquicket ; Old Lat., refrigerabit. It seems better to retain the original meaning of the word; see 
Com.). 4 adds (at the beginning of ver. 7), he that feareth the Lord will honour his father (with H. 258. Co. Old 
Lat.; see Com.). 5 unto (év. It is wanting in H. 28. 106. 157. 248. 253. Co.). 6 to his. 7 father and mother 
(H. 108. 248. Co.) both. 8 them (H. 106. 253.). 9 the. the. 1 rooteth out foundations (lit., but not clear). 
12 For rarpas atiuia, II. III. C. read mpos atu.iav. 

Vers. 11-16. —13 A. V.: dishonour (ao0éiq. The word used in the two previous lines is atuuia). 14 the children. 
15 have patience with him (avyyvounv éxye; see Com.). 16 when thou art in thy full. 17 the relieving of (éAennocivn, 
with the gen.). 18 instead of (av7i ; see Com.). 19 it shall be added to build thee up. (The verb mpocavorcodonéw 
- means to add in rebuilding ; but the metaphorical meaning is here more in place; ef. Com.) 20 it shall (see Com.). 
21 also shall. 22 the ice in the fair warm (lit., ‘ As clear weather (works) with ice ’’). 23 7s cursed of God (106. 
253., Geov). 

Vers. 17-25. —™ A. V.: go on with (SueEaye). 25 meekness (cf. i. 27). 26 So shalt thou. 27 approved (dexrov, 
accepted, 7. ¢., of the Lord). 28 adds (as ver. 19), Many are in high place, and of renown ; But mysteries are revealed 
unto the meek (as H. 106. 248. 253. Co.). 29 honoured of (dofagerat). 30 out the things that are. 31 Neither 
search the things that are. 32 But what. 33 thereupon with reverence (oo(ws, H. 248. 258. Co.). 34 For it is not 
needful for thee to see with thine eyes (248. Co. Old Lat. add BAémew opdadpmots) the things that are in secret. 35 Be 
not curious in unnecessary matters (év Tots mepiocors Tay épywy (H. 248. Co., Adywv) ; cf. Com.) 86 For more things 
are shewed unto thee than men understand (mAclova — rAciov, 253. 807.— yap cvvécews avOpwruv —157. omits last 
word —bmede(x0n wor; 155. omits cor). 87 many are deceived by their own vain (248. Co., 7 waraia) opinion. 88 gus- 
picion. °9 adds (as ver. 25), Without eyes thou shalt want light: Profess not the knowledge therefore that thou hast 
not (with H. 248. 253. Co. Syr. Ar.). 

Vers. 26-31. —40 A. V.: evil. 41 the last. 42 perish (dmroAetrat, adopted by Fritzsche from III. X. QO. H..28. 55. 
106. 155. al. Co. in place of éumecetra: of the teat. rec. and 1 43 sorrows (movois ; see Com.) wicked mon 
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28 The punishment! of the proud doth not cure him,* 
For the plant of wickedness hath taken root in him. 
29 The mind of a sagacious person will meditate on a proverb ; * 
And an attentive ear 7s the desire of a wise man. 
30 Water will quench a flaming fire, 
And alms make‘ atonement for sins. 
31 He that requiteth good turns is mindful of that which comes after ;° 
And on occasion of his falling,” he shall find a stay. 
shall... . sin (as 248. Co.). 1 In the punishment (év éraywy7, H. 248. Co. ; text. ree., the nom.). 2 there is 
no remedy (iac1s. Marg. of A. V: ‘¢ The proud man is not healed by his punishment ”’). 3 heart (see Com.) of the 
prudent (cvverod) will understand (Scavonéjcerar) a parable (see Com.). 4 alms maketh an (ef. ver. 3). 5 And he. 


6 may come hereafter (Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, thinks —i. e., the Lord, as H. 106. 248. Co. Old Lat. — thereon in the time 


to come). 


7 when he (Fritzsche adopts avrod after rmoews from III. X. C. H. al. Old Lat.) falleth. 


Cuarter III. 


Ver. 1. Cf. Deut. v. 16, and the fifth com- 
mandment of the Decalogue, Ex. xx. 12. 

Ver. 2. Koplow, right, law, i. e., the law to obey 
and honor the mother. Cf. Prov. i. 8, @ecpovs 
pntpds cov. 

Ver. 3. Shall make atonement for (his) 
sins. It would seem that the reference is to the 
temporal consequences of sin. Love and obedi- 
ence to parents are never found as solitary vir- 
tues. See, however, remarks in the Introduction, 
under “‘ Dogmatical and Ethical Character.” 

Ver. 4. Layeth up treasure, amo8noaupi(wv. 
The same word is used at 1 Tim. vi. 19, “ Laying 
up in store” (A. V.). 

Ver. 5. The passive ebppalvecOa: with id is 
said not to be found elsewhere. — On the day of 
his prayer. This need not refer to the time of 
calamity (Bretschneider, Gaab), but to prayer in 
general. 

Ver. 6. Give relief, dvaradce:. Lit., will cause 
to rest, i.e., from anxieties. Following this verse, 
the Old Latin has the addition . “ He who feareth 
the Lord honors his mother.” Jt was probably 
inserted in order to make the antithesis complete, 
as without it the seventh verse would seem to be 
superfluous. But there are other instances where 
a similar arrangement of sentences occurs. 

Ver. 8. In word and deed. Cf. Luke xxiv. 
Wy 
Ver. 13. Suyyvduny, fellow-feeling, sympathy, 
and so secondarily indulgence. Cf. Schmidt, Syn- 
onymik,i., p. 196. The difficulty of obeying this in- 
junction is particularly great when one is himself 
in the enjoyment of his full strength. 

Ver. 14. The literal meaning of dyrf, in place 
of, would be here obscure; and the one we have 
adopted, with Fritzsche, better suits the context. 
— Shall bloom again, lit., be built again. It is 
figuratively spoken, as of a house that has fallen 
down. Cf. Deut. xxv. 9; Job xxii. 23; Mal. iii. 
15. 

Ver. 15. Thou shalt be remembered, 7. e., 
of God. The verb is not, however, to be regarded 
as passive, for which we should have expected 
dvauvnoOjon, but middle with the subject under- 
stood, or as impersonal, — Melt away, avadv0hoov- 
tat. This word, according to Fritzsche, is not 
elsewhere used of sin. But Adew is frequently so 
used. Cf. xxviii. 2; Is. xl. 2: Aéaura: abris F 
duapria; Soph., Phil., 1224. Philo (Vita Mos., 
669) : Adous Guaprnudrwy. — Evdia, here mild (lit., 
clear) weather. Cf. same word at Matt. xvi. 2 
(A. V.), fair weather. 

Ver. 16. Forsaketh, 7. e., leaves uncared for. 
—Angereth. By leaving her unsupported. 











Ver. 18. Cf. Prov. iii. 34; 1 Pet. v. 5; also, in 
the present book, xli. 24; xlv. 1. 

Ver. 21. Cf. Jer..xlv.5; Rom. xii. 16. Ac- 
cording to Gutmann (Com., ad loc.), this is the 
first passage of the present book which is quoted 
in the Talmud. In Tr. “Chagiga” (fol. xi.) it 
is said: “ The law concerning incest must not 
be explained before three persons, the history of the 
creation before two, and the appearances of higher 
beings before one, if this one be not a learned 
man and one of good understanding. Whoever 
makes observations about the following four 
things, it would have been better for him if he 
had never been born : about what is in the heights, 
and about that which is in the depths ; about that 
which was before the world, and that which will 
come after it,” ete. At the end of the passage 
occurs our verse, nearly word for word. 

Ver. 22. Cf. Deut. xxix. 29. 

Ver. 23. Tlepiepyd(ov. The same word is 
found at 2 Thess. iii. 11, and rendered in the 
A. V. (in the plural) “ busybodies.” Other trans- 
lations are: ‘In thy many affairs, pursue nothing 
superfluous.” Fritzsche. ‘‘ What is over and 
above thy business, that do not, overforward, 
engage in.” Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, and De Wette. 
— Very many things. There are too many for 
one to attempt to understand them all. On this 
verse is based the German proverb: “ Was deines 
Amtes nicht ist, da lass deinen Vorwitz.”’ 

Ver, 24. ‘rdvo.a, like drdAntis, fancy, illusion, 
notion. The illusion is that they suppose them- 
selves capable of achieving more than they can. 

Ver. 26. See Matt. xxvi. 52: “They that 
take the sword,” etc. Cf. also the German proy- 
erb: “ Wer sich in Gefahr begiebt, kommt darin 
um.” 

Ver. 27. Tédvois, troubles. The first meaning 
of this word —/abors, cares —might also be re- 
tained, and a good sense secured. It will give 
him more to do than he expects. It is not the 
easiest way to get along. 

Ver. 29. Kapdfa, mind. The understanding is 
obviously meant. Cf. the very full and interesting 
remarks of Cremer on this word. Lez., s.v. — Sdp- 
eats is intelligence, insight into anything; also, clev- 
erness, quickness of apprehension, acuteness, sagacity. 
Cf. i, 24.— TlapaBoAny, Parable. This rendering, 
however, would seem somewhat too broad here. 


The Hebrew word Duin, to which it is probably 
meant to correspond, means originally “ com- 
parison,” and, while including the parable, may 
also denote simply a “ proverb,” “ maxim,” or an 
“example.” Cf. i. 25. 
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Ver. 30. ’EAenuoodvn. See remarks on this|Just that, in all probability, is the thought of the 
word in our Introd. to the Book of Tobit. Its | writer here. Cf. 1 Mace. ii. 57, and Bar. ii. 19. 

rimary meaning was “pity,” “ mercifulness.” | Linde remarks on the present passage: “ Our 
Through a degeneration in the theological idea| author... . being accustomed to make sacrifices 
during the later periods of Jewish history, it|as atonement for sins, thought of his charities as 
came to mean, as in the LXX., the “showing of | representing offerings in the sight of God.” Com., 
mercy,’ and then, specifically, “ alms-giving.” Be loc. . 





Cuarrer LY. 


_ 


My son, withhold not from the poor man’ his living, 
And make not needy eyes wait ? long. 
Make not a hungry soul sorrowful ; 
And provoke not a man in his embarrassment.? 
Excite not still more a heart that is provoked ; 4 
And defer not a gift to one in need.® 
Refuse not a suppliant in distress ; ° 
And turn not away" thy face from a poor man. 
Turn not away thine eye from him that asketh,° 
And give a man no ® occasion to curse thee ; 
For if he curse thee in the bitterness of his soul, 
His prayer will” be heard of him that made him. 
Win for thyself the love of the people,” 
And bow thy head to a great man. 
Incline thine ear to a poor man,” 
And give him a friendly answer with mildness. 
Deliver one oppressed from the hand of an oppressor ; # 
And be not fainthearted when thou judgest.™* 
Be as a father unto the fatherless, 
And instead of a husband unto their mother ; 
And thou shalt be as a son?® of the Most High, 
And he will 2” love thee more than thy mother doth. 
TT Wisdom exalteth her sons, 
And helpeth * them that seek her. 
12 He that loveth her loveth life ; 
And they that rise early to seek her ® shall be filled with joy. 
13 He that holdeth her fast shall inherit glory ; 
And where he entereth in, the Lord blesseth.” 
14 They that serve her shall serve * the Holy One; 
And them that love her the Lord doth love. 
15 He who” giveth ear unto her shall judge nations ; ” 
And he that attendeth™ unto her shall dwell securely. 
16 If one trust in” her, he shall inherit her ; 
And his generations shall have her in ™ possession. 


© o 3 DM & fH w 


_ 
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Vers. 1-6.— A. V.: defraud (amocrepyoys. It is one of the meanings of the word, but does not as well suit the con- 
text as the one given) not the poor of. 2 the needy ... . to wait. 3 Neither provokea ... . distress (amopia, 
perplexity, embarrassment, i, €., in business matters). 4 Add not more trouble to... . is vexed. 5 defer not to 
give to him that is in need (the same verb is rendered in ver. 1 make... . wait long). 6 Reject not the supplica- 
tion of the afflicted (ixérnv OAcBopevor). 7 Neither turn away. 8 the needy (a7 Seouévov. I adopt marginal read- 
ing). 9 him (av@pH7) none. 10 shall. 

Vers. 7-12. —1 A. V.: Get thyself... . congregation. 12 Let it not grieve thee to bow down (aAvmws is added at 
the end of the line by H. 248. 253, Co. ; Old Lat., sine tristitia) . . . . to the poor. 18 meekness ... . him that 
suffereth wrong (aS:covpevov .. - adukotvTos)... « the oppressor. 14 sittest in judgment. 15 So shalt thou. 
16 the son. 417 shall. 18 children .. layeth hold of (émAapBaverae, 1. e., lays hold of to help; hence, taketh up, 
espouseth the cause of, helps; see Com.). 19 that seek to her early (opOpiGovres ; cf. Com.). 

Vers. 13-16. —20 A. V.: wheresoever she entereth (of etowopeverar) . . . . will bless. (Instead of evroyjoe of the 
text. rec. and II., Fritzsche adopts edAoyet from II. X. 0. H. 23. 55. 106. al. Co.) 21 minister to (the same word as 
in the first part of the line). 22 Whoso. 23 the nations. 24 attendeth (Fritzsche adopts mpooéxwyv from IIT. X. 
C. H. 28. 55. al. Co. Old Lat. for mpogeAduv. It was the reading of the A. Y.). 2% @ man commit (cf. John ii. 24, 
éniotevev éavrév) himself unto, 8 shall hold her in (ev Karacxéoet Erovras ai yeveat adtod ; H. 23. 248. Co., avrar). 
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17‘ For at first} she walketh ® with him in ° crooked ways, 
And bringeth fear * and dread upon him, 
And tormenteth ® him with her discipline, 
Until she hath confidence in him,® 
And hath proved" him by her precepts.* 
18 And again she returneth to® the straight way with” him, 
And gladdeneth ™ him, and revealeth to ” him her secrets. 
19 If he go wrong, she will forsake him, 
And give him up to his fall. 
20 Observe the opportunity, and beware of evil, 
And thou will not need to be ashamed for thyself ; 7 
21 ~+For there is a shame that bringeth sin, 
And there is a shame which 7s glory and grace. 
22 Have no respect of persons to the injury of thyself, 
And let not timidity ** cause thee to fall. 
23 Refrain not from speaking,” when there is opportunity to save," 
And hide not thy wisdom as a beauty.” 
24 For by speech wisdom becometh * known ; 
And instruction by the utterance of the tongue. 
25 Do not * speak against the truth ; 
And be modest on account of thy want of learning.* 
26 Be not ashamed to confess thy sins ; 
And force not the course of a ™ river. 
27 Make not thyself an underling to a foolish man; 
And accept not * the person of the mighty. 
28  Contend”* for the truth unto death, 
And the Lord God will ™ fight for thee. 
29 Be not violent with * thy tongue, 
And in thy deeds slack and remiss. 
380 _ Be not as a lion in thy house, 
And as a crazy man ” among thy servants. 
31 _—_ Let not thine hand be stretched out to receive, 
And held back in repaying. 


Vers. 17, 18.—! A.V.: the first. 2 will walk (so IIT. C. H. 55. al. Co.) 8 by. 4 will bring fear. (The dé found 
after this word in the ¢ezt. rec. and II. is omitted by Fritzsche, with III. X. 0. 28. 155. al. Co. Old Lat. The verb here 
and those following (vers. 17, 18) are in the future, but better represented by the present to correspond with TopeveTau.) 


5 torment. 6 may trust his soul (Yvx7 avrod, but with the common derived meaning. Codd. 55. 254. have Son for 
Wux7). 7 try. 8 laws. (It would seem to be too strong a word for dccardpaccv here.) ® Then (kai madcv) will 
she return. 10 unto. 11 comfort (evdpave?). 12 shew. 

Vers. 19-25. —13 A. V.: But if. 14 give him over. . . . own ruin. 15 be not ashamed when it concerneth thy 


soul. (Lit., be not ashamed concerning thy soul; but the thought is better brought out by the rendering given. Bun- 
sen’s Bibelwerk: ‘So wirst du dich nicht vor dir selbst zu schiimen haben.’ Fritzsche : “‘ Und nicht miogest du dich 
deiner schiimen miissen. See Com.) 16 Accépt no person against thy soul, And let not the reverence (Jun., ne 
reverearis) of any man (évtpamys. The same word is used in ver. 25, and rendered in the A. V.: “be abashed,” and 
by us, “be modest”). 17 And refrain not to speak (ui kwdvVays Adyor). 18 occasion to do good (év xatp@ owrypias ; 
marg., in time of saving). 19 in her beauty (eis kaAAovyv. This entire member is omitted by the text. rec. and II., but 
is found in H. 106. 248. 258. Co. Old Lat. Syr. Ar., and is adopted by Fritzsche. See Com.). 20 wisdom shall be. 
*1 learning .... word ((7jare, but with the force of the plural, utterance). 22 In no wise (H. 248. 253. Oo. add xara 
unde ev ; Old Lat., wllo modo) speak. *5 But be abashed (cf. ver. 22) of the error (amaidevoias ; 106. 248. 253. Co. Ola 
Lat., Wevouaros THs a.) of thine ignorance. 

Vers. 26-31.— 4 A. V.: the (marg., ‘‘ And strive not against the stream,’’ which gives the sense well). 25 Neither 
accept. (The «ai found at the beginning of this verse in the teat. rec. and II. is rejected by Fritzsche with 55. 248. 254. 
al. Co. The “26” is a misprint in Fritzsche’s notes.) 28 Strive (aydverat; cf. Luke xiii. 24, dywvi¢ece). 27 Lord 
(o @éos are wanting in Syr. Ar. and in Origen) shall. *8 hasty (raxvs, IIL. X. 155. 807. 808. Old Lat.; @pacvds, H. 23. 
55. 106. al.; Syr. Ar., jactabundus ; tpaxus, text. rec. and II. ; ef. Com.) in. 29 Nor frantick (PavracvoxoTév = one 
who has vain fancics. Fritzsche would render by argwohnisch, suspicious ; but it does not so well agree with the con- 
text; ef. Com.). 50 shut (cuveoraduery, drawn together, then lessened, shortened. The parallelism seems to require 
here the meaning, held back) when thou shouldest repay (marg., give). . 


Cuaprer IV. 


Ver. 1. Living, (wiv. The thing is here put|all good, the result of the divine promises, the 
for that which contributes to it, sustains it.|final goal of faith and hope. And this is not 
There are but few passages in the New Testa-|infrequently the case, also, in the Old Testa- 
ment where this word refers simply to the earthly|ment. See Deut. xxx. 19; Ps, xxvii. 13, xxxvi. 
existence. It is rather used to denote the sum of |9; Prov. xii. 28, xiii, 14, xiv. 27. Hence, the 
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sense of the word in the present instance is in- 
tentionally a low and worldly one. Cf. Luke xii. 
15: “A man’s life consisteth not in the abun- 
dance of the things which he possesseth.” — 
Needy eyes. The language of the eyes is often 
the most expressive. —IlapeAnvons. Lit., to draw 
aside, or to one side. A secondary meaning is, 
to spin out time. See Polyb., ii. 70,3; Hom., Od., 
xxi. 111. There is a Latin proverb: “He gives 
double who gives quick, and nothing who delays 
his gift, “ Bis dut qui cito dat, nil dat qui munera 
tardat.” 

Ver. 2. Fritzsche quotes Isocrates : “ Upbraid 
not one with his misfortune, for what falls out is 
common, and unknown the future lot.” 

Ver.6. Cf. Ex. xxii. 23; Prov. xiv. 21 ; xvii. 5. 

Ver. 7. Gain the love of those on a level with 
you, and be respectful to superiors. An old proy- 
erb runs: “If the monkey reigns, dance before 
him.” ‘The latter part of the admonition of our 
author does not contradict what is said in verse 
27 about not ‘accepting the person of the 
mighty.” Respect and politeness are by no 
means to be confounded with sycophaney. The 
Old Latin gives for cuvaywyn, congregation’ pau- 
perum. 

Ver. 9. Be not fainthearted, 7.¢., to the ex- 
tent of judging the rich and the proud — because 
they are such — too favorably. 

Ver. 11. ’EmAauBdveru. Cf. the use of this 
word in Heb. ii. 16, and the remarks of Tayler 
Lewis upon it in his work, The Divine-Human in 
the Scriptures (New York, 1860), pp. 94, 389. 

Ver. 12. Rise early to seek her (A. V., “seek 
her early”). One is at once reminded of the 
well-known passage in Proy. viii. 17. The same 
expression is also found at Wisd. vi. 14. The ob- 
vious idea is that one must seek earnestly, and 
not, as is generally held, early in life. The same 
word, dp0pif@ (== dpepevw), is often used in the 
LXX. to render the Hebrew TTT. See Prov. 
XL 27. 

Ver. 13. Where he entereth, 7.e. the house 
of him who cleaves to wisdom. ‘The other ren- 
dering: “where she (wisdom) entereth,” is also 
possible, but seems not so well to agree with the 
context. 

Ver. 15. Judge nations. The Jews hoped 
not only to get possession of Palestine again, but 
finally to rule over all nations. Cf. Wisd. ill. 8; 
1 Cor. vi. 2. This thought was more or less 
closely connected with the Messianic hope, so far 
as it continued to exist, to which they gave a 
material, rather than a spiritual, cast. 

Ver. 17. This verse and the following are 
among the most beautiful in sentiment and ex- 
pression of the entire book. Possibly the in- 
stances of Joseph and Moses were before the 
writer’s mind. Gutmann quotes from the Mishna 
(Tr. Aboth, vi. 4) a similar thought respecting the 
study of the law: “Eat bread with salt, and 
drink water by measure; sleep on the ground ; 
live a life of care; give thyself trouble for the 
law. If thou do this, blessed art thou, it shall go 
well with thee. Blessed art thou in this world, 








and it shall go well with thee in the world to 
come.” 

Ver. 19. This verse is intended to show the 
consequences, if one be unable to stand the tests 
which wisdom requires. 

Ver. 20. The translation of the A. V., with 
which that of De Wette nearly coincides: “ And 
be not ashamed when it concernoth thy soul,” 
i. e., to care for it, is not allowed: by the parallel- 
ism. The thought is rather that, if one be not 
watchful against sin, he will have real occasion to 
be ashamed of himself. For the thought of the 
first part of the verse, cf. Eph. v. 16, éEayopaCéu- 
evot Tov Kaipdy. 

Ver. 21. The shame that induces sin is that 
which would lead one to refuse to express his 
true opinions from fear of being in the minority 
or of being ridiculed. 

Ver. 23. ‘The last clause, although not sup- 
ported by all the MSS., is found (as it will be 
observed} in the Old Latin, Syriac, and Arabic 
versions, and is accepted as genuine by Linde, 
Bretschneider, Fritzsche, and others. Its mean- 
ing is that when silence seems to be “ golden,” 
an occasion of honor to a person, still it may be 
best to speak even at the risk, through unpalat- 
able, though good advice, of falling into disgrace. 
Bunsen’s Bibelwerk and Fritzsche render eis kaA- 
Aovhv by zum Ruhme, for fame. 

Ver. 25. On account of thy want of learning. 
He would not be able to speak the right word at 
the right time, or would be hindered from doing 
it through a false shame. A really cultivated 
person does not hesitate to confess his ignorance 
of many things, and to lament it. 

Ver. 26. This proverb seems to have been 
current in all times and languages. In Juvenal 
(iv. 89) it ran: “ Direxit brachia contra torrentem.” 
The sense of the whole verse is: “‘ Do not hesi- 
tate to confess thy sins, for to conceal them will 
in the end be impossible.” 

Ver. 27. Make not thyself (ceavrdy) an un- 
derling (irootpdéons, from smocrpdévvups = bro- 
oropevvuut. Lit., £ spread a mat for any one). 
See Is. lviii. 5 (LXX.) ; Luke xix. 36, where it is 
used literally. In fact, its figurative use, as here, 
is not common. The Hebrew word was doubtless 
YE), found also at Esth. iv. 3; Ps. cxxxix. 8; Is. 
ive Li 

Ver. 29. The reading rpaxis is to be retained, 
although the immediate context, as well as some 
first-rate MS. authorities, favor raxv’s. The au- 
thor seems to have had already in mind what he 
was about to say in the following verse. Cf. i, 29. 

Ver. 30. aytacixorav. It is found only 
here in the Apocryphal books. It means “to in- 
dulge vain opinions,” “give way to groundless 
suspicions,” and then, as a secondary meaning, 
“be rough,” “harsh,” “cruel.” ‘The first mean- 
ing seems here most in place. Cf. Eph. vi. 9. 

Ver. 31. The thought is not without force ; 
but in both strength and beauty falls far short of 
those traditional words of the Master, for whose 
authenticity Paul vouches ; “It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.” 
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CHAPTER V. 


_ 


Rely not} upon thy goods ; 
And say not, I have enough.? 
Give not rein to thy inclinings and thy lustiness,® 
To walk in the desires‘ of thy heart ; 
And say not, Who shall control me? ® 
For the Lord will surely punish thee.® 
Say not, I sinned, and what happened” unto me? 
For the Lord is longsuffering.’ 
Concerning propitiation, be not without fear 
In heaping sin upon sins. 
And say not, His mercy zs great ; 
He will condone” the multitude of my sins; 
For mercy and wrath come from him, 
And his indignation resteth upon sinners. 
7 Make no tarrying to turn to the Lord, 
And put it not ™ off from day to day ; 
For suddenly will” the wrath of the Lord come forth,” 
And thou wilt perish “ in the day of vengeance. 
8 Rely not * upon goods unjustly gotten ; 
For thou wilt have no profit '* in the day of calamity.” 
9  Winnow not with every wind, 
And walk not in every path; ¥ 
So the sinner who is double-tongued.® 
10 Be stedfast in thy conviction,” 
And let thy speech *! be one and the same.” 
11 Be swift to hear ; * 
And with deliberation * give answer. 
12 If thou hast insight,” answer thy neighbor ; 
But if not, lay thy hand upon thy mouth. 
18 Honor and shame are” in talk ; 
And the tongue of man 7s his fall. 
14 Be not called a whisperer, 
And lie not in wait with thy tongue ; 
For a shame ™ is upon the thief, 
And an evil condemnation upon the double tongue. 
17__—‘ Err not in a matter great or small, 
And * instead of a friend become not an enemy. 


an ao —~ Ww Pb 


Vers. 1-5,—1 A. V.: Set not thy heart (émexe, here in the sense of leaning, relying upon). 2 enough for my life 
(cis Cwyv, added by H. 248. 258. 808. Co., Old Lat., est mihi sufficiens vita). 5 Follow not thine own mind (see Com.) 
and thy strength (7. e., what might be the natural impulses of one in his full physical strength). 4 ways (émOvpiats ; 
H. 55. 106. 258, 254., the sing. ; 248. Co., 6807s). 5 me for my works (dua 7a épya pov, added by H. 106. 248. 253. Go. Old 


Lat.). 6 revenge thy pride. (Instead of oe, H. 106. 248. 258. Co. have cov Thy tBpw. Codd. IIIT. X. 55. 155. al. Old 
Lat. Syr. Ar. omit ce.) 7 have sinned. ... harm (Avmnpdv, H. 106. 248. Go. Old Lat.) hath happened. 8 long- 
suffering (H. 106. 248. Co. add ob uh we avy; Old Lat., patiens redditor), he will in nowise let thee go. 9 To add 


(mpooGcivar. I have rendered so as to be in harmony with iii. 27) sin unto sin (plur. in all but H. 248. Co.). 

Vers. 6-10.— 19 A. V.: be pacified (é&Adcerar. “2) Ex hebraica loquendigonsuetudine. A) de Deo usurpatum: condono.” 
Wahl, s. v.) for. 11 put not. 12 shall. 13 forth (28. 248. 253. Co. add kal ds dmedrjoers éxtpiByjoy, And in thy 
security thou shalt be destroyed). 14 And perish. 16 Set not thy heart (cf. ver. 1). 16 they shall not profit thee 
(the pronoun is added after @peAjoe by III. X. H. 106. al. Old Lat. 3 248. 807. Co., dpeAjoer alone; text. rec. (and II.) 
followed by Fritzsche, dpedyjceis). W calamity (éraywyjs). 18 go not into every way (atpam@). 1 For so 
doth ... that hath a double tongue. 20 understanding (see Com.). 21 word (Aoyos, but with the general signi- 
fication of speech). *2 the same (els, one; but here used like our one and the same, and is so rendered by 
Fritzsche), 

Vers. 11-15.— 5 A. V.: hear: and let thy life be sincere. (The last member is found in H. 248. Co. After gov, of 
the first member, dya7 is added by H. 106. 248. 253. Co.) *4 patience (waxpodvuca; but the context requires the 
meaning given. Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, and Fritzsche, Bedtichtigheit; cf. ver. 4). 25 understanding (ovveots ; here in- 
sight, sagacity). SSOEE NOt ee ene 7 foul (uox@ypd, as H. 106. 248. 258. Co.) shame. 28 Be not ignorant of 
(see Com.) any thing (unde év, H. 248. Co.) in a great matter or a small, And (A.V. omits And). I add, with Fritzsche, 
to chap. 15, the first member of vi. 1, to make the parallelism complete. Fritzsche also adds to this chapter, as ver 
16, the remainder of the same verse. 
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CHAPTER V. 


Ver. 1. Have enough. Cf. Tob. v.19; Luke 
xii. 19; 1 Tim. vi. 17, “trust in (jAmu«évar él) 
uncertain riches.” 

Ver. 2. Mind (Wux7). Here used in the sense 
of desire, longing, inclination. — Lustiness, i. e., 
what thy physical powers and propensities might 
lead thee todo. ‘“ Noli facere quidquid potes ac 
libet.” Grotius. 

Vers. 5,6. Gutmann refers to a similar prov- 


erb of the Mishna (Tr. N31, viii. 9): “If one 
think : ‘1 will sin, and then repent,’ there will be 
given him no help to repent. If one think: ‘I 
will sin, and the day of atonement will effect the 
forgiveness of my sin,’ the day of atonement will 
bring him no forgiveness.” 

Ver. 7. It is the old and universal weakness 
of procrastination, so well described by Long- 
fellow :— 


** How oft my guardian angel gently cried, 

* Soul, from thy casement look, and thou shalt see 
How he persists to knock and wait for thee!? 
And oh! how often to that voice of sorrow, 

‘To-morrow I will open,’ I replied ; 

And when the morrow came I answered still, 

* To-morrow.’ ”? 


Ver. 8. Cf. Prov. x.2. The German proverb 
is: “ Unrecht gut gedeihet nicht.” 

Ver. 9. Winnow not with every wind. “The 
wheat or barley is separated from the ear, when 
the quantity is small, by beating it out witha 
stick, and afterward throwing it up in the air, 
and letting the wind carry away the stubble 
(Ruth ii. 17); and with smaller quantities we not 
infrequently see men rubbing several ears in the 
palms of their hands, and blowing away the chaff 
while tossing up the grain, which they then eat 








unground and raw.” Van Lennep, Bible Lands, 
p. 86.— Walk not in every path. Keep thine 
own course ; and do not try to please everybody, 
like the man who says “yes” to everything, and 
is as changeable as the wind. 

Ver. 10. Suvéoe. It seems to be used here in 
the sense of “judgment,” “ conviction,” 2. e., what 
one has attained to by his sagacity and insight. 

Ver. 11. Swift tohear. Cf. Jas.i.19. “For 
God has given us two ears, but only one mouth.” 
Grotius. Cf. Zeno, ap. Diog. Laért., vii. 1, 23. 

Ver. 12. Hand upon thy mouth. Cf. Job 
Rx) 5, xxix OPP e TOV xexe o2.  Sinularly jan 
Latin : Digito compesce labellum; and the Greek, 
}) A€ye TL ovyhs Kpeiocov, 2 ovyhy Exe. 

Ver. 14. A whisperer, y/@vpos. And since 
one who whispers about others, here and there, is 
likely to exaggerate and falsify, the word means 
also “slanderer.” In fact, the root of the word 
seems to be allied to that of pevdm (Wud, Wud). 
At first thought there would seem to be no com- 
mon point of comparison between a thief and a 
liar or slanderer. But it lies in the fact that both 
make use of opportunities to do behind one’s back 
what they would not do in his presence. — Katay- 
vwots. (1) Lhinking meanly of one, then blame, 
censure; (2) judgment, condemnation. 

Ver. 15. Err, &yvde. The word is probably 


a translation of the Hebrew T713W, WwW, err, fail, 
ot) i 


offend. The admonition has reference still, it 
would seem, to the tongue. Cf. Heb. v. 2; Xen., 
Anab., vii. 3, 38, for similar examples of the use 
of this verb. The rendering of the A. V., “Be 
not ignorant (of anything),” arose from paying 
too little attention to the requirements of the 
context. 





CuHAapTterR VI. 


1 For an ill name shall inherit * shame and reproach : 
é So the? sinner who is double-tongued.? 
2 Exalt* not thyself in the purpose ® of thy soul,® 
That thou be not torn in pieces as a palm." 


oO 


Thou wilt consume * thy leaves, and destroy thy fruits,” 


And be left ?° thyself as a dry tree. 


oe 


lor) 


An evil ™ soul will ” destroy him that hath it, 
And will ® make him the” scorn of Ais enemies. 
Sweet language will multiply one’s friends ; * 
And a pleasant “ speaking tongue will increase kind greetings. 
Let there be many who live at peace with thee ; 


But thy counsellors, let him be one” of a thousand. 
7 If thou wouldst get a friend, get him through testing,” 
And be not hasty to trust in” him. 


Vers. 1-7.1A. V.: thereby thou shalt inherit (kAnpovoyyjoers, H. 253. Syr.) an ill name. 
5 counsel (BovAy. Notclear. It seems to mean here choice, purpose). 


4 Extol (érapys). 
7 thy soul... 


hath a double tongue. 
6 thine own heart. 


. a bull straying alone (see Com.). 


2 Bven so shall a. 8 that 


8 shalt eat up. 9 lose... . fruit. 


10 Jeave thyself (af7joeus ceavtéy ; so represented because it is the result of his foolish pride. The sense is better 


1 A wicked (rrovypa.. 


given by the passive). 
13 shall, 


that sense evil). 12 shall. 
ply friends (avrof, his, one’s). 


with many: Nevertheless have but one counsellor (see Com.). 
get him in the time of trouble, which would also be a good rendering). 


It refers rather to the pride which has just been spoken of. 
14 to be laughed to (érixapya). 
M7 fair (‘‘ fair speaking ”? has come to mean “ false speaking ”’). 


It is in 
1 language (lit., larynx). 16 multi- 
18 Be in peace 
19 prove him /irst (ev reipacug xTioae avrov ; Marg., 
20 credit, 
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8 For many a one is friend in a time opportune for him,} 
And will not abide in the day of thy atiliction.” 
9 And there is many a® friend, who is transformed to an enemy, 
And will reveal thy disgraceful strife.* 
10 And many a one is friend as companion at table,® 
And will not abide ° in the day of thy afiliction. 
11 Yea," in thy prosperity he will be as thyself, 
And will speak roughly to ° thy servants. 
12 If thou be brought low, he will be against thee, 
And will hide himself from thy face. 
13 Separate thyself from thine enemies, 
And beware of ® thy friends. 
14 A faithful friend 7s a strong defence, 
And he that hath found him ? hath found a treasure. 
15 There is nothing to be exchanged for™ a faithful friend, 
And his excellence is invaluable.” 
16 A faithful friend is a medicine for one’s life ; * 
And they that fear the Lord shall find him. 
17. He who feareth the Lord directs * his friendship aright ; 
For as he is, so is his associate also.” 
18 My son, delight in** instruction from thy youth up, 
And thou shalt find wisdom till old age.” 
19 Come unto her as one that ploweth and one that soweth, 
And await * her good fruits ; 
For thou shalt not be long wearied in her husbandry ; 
Yea, soon thou shalt eat of her fruits.” 
20 How rough is she to the uninstructed ! ® 
And he* that is without understanding ” will not remain with her. 
21‘ She will be upon him as a mighty stone of trial ; 
And he will not delay to cast her from him.* 
22 For wisdom is according to her name, 
And she is not manifest unto many. 
23 Give ear, my son, and accept my opinion,” 
And refuse not my counsel ; 
24 And put thy feet into her fetters, 
And thy neck into her yoke.” 
25 Put under * thy shoulder, and bear her, 
And be not averse to *’ her bonds. * 
26 Come unto her with thy whole soul,* 
And keep her ways with all thy power. 
27 ~+=Trace out,” and_seek, and she shall become * known unto thee ; 
When thou hast hold of her,** let her not go. 


Vers. 8-15. —1A.V: some manisa.... for his own occasion. 2 trouble (OAcrews). 3isa. (The sense is 
better given by our rendering, although the A. V. is literal.) 4 being turned to enmity (€y@pay; €x@pov, III. C. H. 
55. 106. al.) and strife (the A. V. adds cai waynv improperly to this member) Will discover thy reproach (cf. preced- 
ing note and Com.). 5 Again, some friend isa... . the table (tpamegav). 6 continue (cf. ver. 8), 7 But 
(kai). 8 be bold over (évi... . mappyortacetat, to speak freely; then, as here, to speak with license, boldly, harshly, 
i. e., as their lord). 9 take heed of (cf. Greek at Matt. vii. 15). 10 such a one (avrov). 11 Nothing doth counter- 
vail (see Com.). 12 excellency (lit., beauty, kaAAovys) is unvaluable (lit., there is no weight, ctaO0s). 

Vers. 16-20. — 18 A. V.: is the medicine of life. (lt is not clear. The meaning is that a true friend will make our cares 
and troubles less.) 14 Whoso.... shall direct (ev@vuvet, 248., instead of ev@dver. Fritzsche, ‘‘ preserves his friend- 
ship ;’’ Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, ‘‘ leads his friend.’? The next line makes it clear what is intended). 15 shall his neigh- 
bour be also (6 rAynciov, but obviously in the sense of companion, associate; cf. Com. Cod. 248. with Co. read oi rAncior). 
16 gather (émiAegar, choose out, have pleasure in). 17 So shalt thou... . till thine old age (odor, i. e., gray hair; Ald., 
€ws TOdMV). 18 and soweth.... wait for (expectation implied). 1 toil (komudoers) Much in labouring about 
her (év 77 épyacia airys), But (kai) .... fruits right soon. 20 She is very unpleasant (tpaxeta. Her stern discipline 
is meant, or her difficult paths)....umlearned. 2! He. 22 understanding (marg., heart ; axapS.os, a stupid Fellow )y 

Vers. 21-27. — #8 A. V.: lie upon... . will cast her from him ere it be long. ™ son, receive (Séfar; Fritzsche, with 
III. X, 155. 157. 807., éxSdefar) my advice (yvdunv = (1) a means of knowing, a mark, token ; (2) that by which one knows, 
judgment, understanding ; (8) the result of mental operations, a judgment, opinion), 25 chain (marg., collar, cov. 
It might also be of wood, and I have therefore preferred the rendering yoke, with its already established figurative 
meaning, Cf. ver. 29). 26 Bow down (v700¢s). 27 grieved with (mpocox@cons. It is a word peculiar to the LXX, 
andN..). 2 heart. % Search. % be made, %! when thou hast got hold of her. 
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28 = For at last? thou shalt find her rest, 
And she will turn to thee as ? joy. 
29 And her fetters will be ° a strong defence for thee, 
And her yokes a splendid robe.4 
30 ‘For there is a golden ornament upon her, 
And her bands are of hyacinthine threads.® 
31 Thou wilt put her on as a splendid robe,® 
And wilt set her upon thee as” a crown of joy. 
32 My son, if thou wilt, thou shalt become instructed ; ® 
And if thou wilt apply thy mind, thou shalt be skillful. 
383 If thou lovest° to hear, thou shalt receive ; #4 
And if thou bow thine ear, thou shalt be wise. 
34 Be found in a gathering of ” elders, 
And cleave unto him that 7s wise. 
35 _ Be desirous * to hear every godly discourse, 
And let not sagacious proverbs “ escape thee. 
36 If” thou seest a man of understanding, rise early to seek him," 
And let thy foot wear the steps of his doors.!” 
37 Let thy mind be upon the ordinances of the Lord, 


And meditate continually on‘ his commandments : 
He will * establish thine heart, 
And thy desire for wisdom will be granted thee.” 


Vers. 28-33. —1A.V.: the last. 


2 that shall be turned to thy. 
ver. 24; II. reads xAddor, young branches, shoots, for xAovoc) a robe of glory. 


8 Then shall her fetters be. 4 chains (cf:. 


5 purple lace (marg., a ribband of blue 


silk ; ef. Numb. xy. 38, ‘‘ribband of blue ;” Gr., cA®oua vaxivOwov,i.e., hyacinthine thread. Fritzsche renders, ‘‘ are of 
purple-blue threads; *? Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, “‘ For she wears a golden ornament on her head, Surrounded with purple~ 


blue ribbons.*? See Cov.). 


thee as (reptOjoets ceavTe ; but the context shows that a crown for the head is meant. 
Cf. Proy. xiii. 1, in the LXX.). 


Com.). *%betaught.  ° prudent (savoipyos. 

Vers. 33-37. — 19 A. V.: thou love. 
add cvveow). 
(not strong enough for 6éde here). 
ef. Com. at iv. 12) unto him. 
18 in. 19 shall. 


§ shalt ....asarobe of honour (croAyy ddéys, as in ver. 29). 


11 receive understanding (édéé7. 
12 Stand in the multitude of the (the context requires the rendering given. 
14 the parables of understanding. 
17 steps (Sa@uovs. Fritzsche, Schwellen, sills) of his door (Cod. II. has tpiBw for 6vpav). 
20 And give thee wisdom at thine own desire. 


7 shalt put her-about 
Only 307. has ém@yces. Seo 


Codd. H. 248. 253. with Co. Ald. Old Lat. 
Cf. Com.). 18 willing 


15 And if. 16 get thee betimes (dpOprge ; 


CHapter VI. 


Ver.2. Asapalm. The MSS. give és raipos, 
as a bull. But Holtzmann (Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, 
ad loc,), on a supposition of a false rendering of 


the Hebrew (718 having, in his opinion, been 


confounded with TW or “S)), has suggested 
that the true reading is probably craupds, palm, 
and his opinion is accepted by the best critics. 
Cf. Hitzig on Hos. ix. 13. 

Ver. 6. Lit.: “Those living in peace with 
thee, let them be many ; but thy counsellors, one 
of a thousand.” One taken in counsel must be 
an intimate and faithful friend ; otherwise there 
will be trouble enough. ‘This proverb is quoted 
in that passage of the Talmud where a large 
number of the proverbs of “ Ben Sira” are cited, 
but with the following addition: ‘‘'To one among 
a thousand reveal thy secret. Before the wife 
that rests on thy bosom must thou keep the gates 
of thy mouth.” Cf. Micah vii. 5. 

Ver. 9. Disgraceful strife, i.e., a strife be- 
tween him and thee which in his representation 
of it will result in thy disgrace. 

Ver. 10. Cf. Prov. xiv. 20; xix. 4. 

Ver. 12. Ovid, quoted by Holtzmann (Bun- 
sen’s Bibelwerk), says similarly: ‘As long as 
thou art prosperous, thou wilt have many friends; 
when the times are dark, thou wilt be alone.” 

Ver. 15. Exchanged for. The same word, 
évréddAaypa, is found in Matt. xvi. 26: “ Or what 








shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” Cf. 
Mark viii. 37. 

Ver. 17. The idea is that a good man will 
make his friend good, if he remain his friend. 
There are many proverbs which teach the same 
general truth. For instance: “ Birds of a feather 
flock together ;” ‘‘ A man is known by the com- 
pany he keeps:” and the German, “ Gleich und 
gleich gesellt sich gern.” 

Ver. 21. Stone of trial. In the cities of Pal- 
estine there was an old custom in accordance 
with which a heavy, round stone was kept for 
testing the strength of the young men. Some 
were able to lift it but a little ways, others to the 
shoulders, and still others over their heads. So 
Jerome at Zech. xii. 3. 

Ver. 22. According tohername, The com- 
mon word for wisdom was S122T1. But it is 
supposed he derived it from a word which 
means “to conceal,” DY; pdy (Arab., ilm, 
from alama), haying the meaning, understanding, 
wisdom. So Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, ad loc. Cf. Hitzig, 
at Eccles. iii. 11. Fritzsche, however, supposes that 
the son of Sirach is alluding simply to the com- 
mon idea of wisdom, namely, that it is something 
exalted and difficult to attain; or, if he refers to 
the etymology of the word as it is found in He- 
brew, that such etymology (7. e., with such a sig 
nification) is now unknown to us. 
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Ver. 20, Hyacinthine threads, crdcpua dsaxly-| vypple mepleOnne ot plrpav. Cf. Acts xiii. 3: 
@vov. The latter word is found also in Homer | émévres Tas xeipas adrois. 
(Od., vi. 231; xxiii. 158). Cf. also the LXX., at Ver. 32. If thou wilt. if thou art ready to ne 
Ex. xxvi. 4, and Numb. xv. 38. make the sacrifices which might be needful. ‘ 
Ver.31, Tepi0jceis, Set her upon (thy head).| Ver. 34, Gathering of elders. The public 
This word is also used for putting ornamenta-jassembly seems to be referred to. Cf. vii. 14. 
tions on the head by the LXX. at Is. xi. 10: és|He was to go where he would be most likely to 
see and hear what was profitable. 





CHapter VII. 


Do not evil and evil will not befall? thee. 
Depart from what is unjust,” and it will * turn away from thee. 
My son, sow not upon the furrows of unrighteousness, 
And thou shalt not reap them seven-fold. 
Seek not of the Lord leadership,* 
Neither of the king a® seat of honor. 
Justify not thyself before the Lord ; 
And play not the wise man ° before the king. 
Seek not to become judge : 
Lest thou shouldest not be able to do away with iniquities ; 
Lest haply thou shouldest be timid before the mighty man,’ 
And lay a stumbling-block in the way of thy uprightness. 
Sin * not against the multitude of a city, 
And cast not ® thyself down among the people. 
8 Presume not to sin a second time; ?° 
For in one thou shalt not be unpunished. 
Say not, God will look upon the multitude of my gifts,™ 
And when I offer to the Most High God, he will accept t#. 
10 Be not faint-hearted in ” thy prayer, 
And neglect not to give alms. 
. Laugh at no man” in the bitterness of his soul ; 
For there is One who “ humbleth and exalteth. 
12 Devise not a lie against thy brother ; 
Neither do the like to thy friend. 
13 Be unwilling to speak any lie at all,” 
For the habit of it comes not to good.” 
14 Speak not idly in an assembly * of elders, 
And do not repeat thyself in thy prayer.” 
15 Hate not a toilsome occupation,” 
And husbandry appointed by the Most High.** 
16 Number not thyself among the multitude of sinners, 
Remember ” that wrath will not tarry.” 
17 Humble thy soul greatly, 
For the punishment * of the ungodly ¢s fire and the worm.” 


for) or > cone 


a] 


ie) 


11 


Vers. 1-5.—1A. V.: no evil, so shall no harm come unto. 2 the unjust (see Com.). $ iniquity (106. adds Kakia; ~ 
248. 258. Co., apapria; C., adveéa) shall. * pre-eminence (nyeuoviavy, See Com.). 5 the. 6 boast not of thy 
wisdom (1H codigov). 

Vers. 6-11.—7A. V.: be judge, being not able to take away iniquity ; Lest at any time thou'fear (cf. Com.) the per- 
son of the mighty (cf. the Gr.). 5 Offend. ® then thou shalt not cast. (It is too explanatory. The parallelism 
itself gives the sense with sufficient clearness. See Com.). 10 Bind not one sin upon another. (The verb catadec- 
ped, means (1) to bind fast ; (2) to bind up—as a wound; go at Ecclus. xxx. 7 ; See Com.) ALoblations. 12 when 
thou makest, 18 Laugh no man to scorn. 14 one which. 


Vers. 12-16.— A. V.: Devise (dporpia; marg., plough ; but probably for won, and used in the sense of forge, 
fealies i 


devise. Of. Prov. iii. 29, xiv. 22). 16 Use not (My OéAe) to make any manner of lie (pevSec0ar av Wed8os). 17 the 
custom (lit., continuance, Fritzsche and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, “ dauerndes Liigen,’’ ‘ continued lying,”’) thereof ts not 
good (eis ayaddv). 18 Use not many words (uy adoAéoxer) in a multitude (cf. vi. 34). 18 make not much babbling 
(marg., cain repetition ; Gr., 4» Sevtepwoys Adyov) when thou prayest. 20 laborious work. 21 Neither (cf. Com.) 
husbandry which the most High hath ordained. 22 But remember. 8 tarry long. 

Vers. 17-24.-— 4 A. V.: vengeance. 2 and worms (the sing. is used in the Greek, and has more force in English. 
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18 Exchange! not a friend for a great treasure ; ? 
Neither a real® brother for the gold of Suphir.* 
19 Turn not away from® a wise and good woman, 
For also her attractiveness is ® above gold. 
20 Aservant who worketh faithfully, treat not ill,’ 
Nor a hireling who is wholly devoted.’ 
21 = Let thy soul love an intelligent ® servant, 
Defraud him not of his release.” 
22 Hast thou cattle? have an eye to them; 
And if they be for thy profit, let them remain ™ with thee. 
23 Hast thou children? discipline” them, 
And bow down their neck from their youth. 
24 Hast thou daughters? have a care for * their body, 
And carry not a cheerful face * toward them. 
25 Marry off a daughter, and thou wilt have completed” a weighty matter ; 
And give her to a man of understanding.”® 
26 Hast thou a wife after thy mind? do not put her away ;” 
But do not resign thyself to one who is hateful. 
27. Honor thy father with thy whole heart, 
And forget not the birth-pangs * of thy mother. 
28 Remember that thou camest into being through them ; 
And how canst thou repay them for what”! they have done for thee? 
29 Fear the Lord with all thy soul, 
And reverence his priests. 
80 Love him that made thee with all thy strength, 
And forsake not his ministers. 
81 Fear the Lord, and honor the priest ; 
And give him Ais portion, as it is commanded thee ; 
Firstfruits, and trespass offering, and gift of the shoulders, 
And holy offering,” and firstfruits * of the holy things. 
32 Also stretch forth thine hand unto a poor man,” 
That thy blessing may be perfected. . 
83 A gracious gift for every one living, 
And from the dead withhold not favor.* 
84 Fail not to be with them that weep, 
And mourn with them that mourn. 
35 Be not slow to visit a sick person,” 
For through such things wilt thou be ” beloved. 
36 In all that thou” takest in hand, remember thy end,” 
And thou wilt not sin forever.” 


See Com.). 1 Change. 2 for any good by no means (évexev advapdpov ; 106. 248. Co. add kara ude ev. Others 
render, “ for a trifle,” which does not so well suit the context. I follow Wahl and Fritzsche). 3 faithful (rather, 
genuine, real, yryovov ; cf. Phil. iv. 8, ovguye yujoce)- 4 Ophir (cf. Com.). 5 Forego not (uy aoroxer ; lit., Do 
not miss the mark, fail of. But the word seems here to be used in the sense of neglect, turn away from (cf. Polyb. xxix. 
91). So Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, and Fritzsche). 6 For (III. X. H. 23. 55. al. omit caé) her grace is (xdpis, here in the 
sense of charm, attractiveness). 7 Whereas thy servant worketh truly, entreat him not evil. 8 the hireling that 
bestoweth himself wholly for thee (cf. Com.). 9 good (auveréy ; II. 68. 157., dyaov). 10 And (kai, 155. 157.) 
.... liberty (cf. Com.). 1 keep them ( éupevérw). 1% instruct. 13 have care of. 14 shew not thyself cheerful 

Vers. 25-28. —15 A. V.: Marry thy (106. adds cov) daughter .. . . so shalt .... performed (cf. Com.). 6 But ope. 
understanding (cf. ver. 21). 17 forsake her not (cf.Com.). _ 18 But give not thyself over (éumuorevons ; éxd@s, H. 248. 
Co.) to a light (marg., hateful) woman. This second member is received by Fritzsche from X. H.,23. 106. 248. 807. Co. 
Old Lat. Syr. Ar. Some of the less important of them (23. excepted), however, have «ai at the beginning, instead of 5¢ 
after prcoupery)- 19 sorrows (@étvas). 20 wast begot of them (du? adrav éyevyyjOns, with III. X. H. 55. al. Co. Ald. ; 
text. rec., eyev7 Ons). 21 recompense . . . . the things that (lit., just as, as, Kabdds). f : f 

Vers. 29-36. — 22 A. V.: The firstfruits .... the trespass... - the gift... . the sacrifice of sanctification (cf. Com.). 
23 the firstfruits. 24 And (xai, but to be rendered with Gaab, Fritzsche, Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, “ Also”? on account of 
its close relation to what precedes) stretch ... . the poor (sing. — 106. plur.— and without the article). 23 A gift 
hath grace in the sight of every man living; And for the dead detain it not (cf. Com.). 2% the sick (appwarov has 
avOpwrov before it in 55. 106. 155. al.). 27 that shall make thee to be. 2% Whatsoever thou. 29 the (807. omits 


gov) end. 30 shalt never do amiss (cf. Com.) 
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Ver. 1. Like the Latin proverb: “ Misi essent 
peccata, non essent flagella,” 

Ver. 2. ’Adfxov is to be construed as neuter, 
and not as in the A. V. as masculine. .Cf. Jas. iv. 
7: “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” 
The peculiar appropriateness of the verbs in the 
two clauses (dréorni: .... éexkAwe?) to express 
the idea intended is to be noted. 

Ver. 3. Essentially the same figure is found 
at Prov. xxii. 8; Hos. x. 12; Gal. vi. 8. 

Ver. 4. ‘Hyeuovlav. It might be used as refer- 
ring to a special office, as that of proconsul (cf. 
x. 1); but it seems better here to retain the gen- 
eral meaning of leadership, supremacy. See Herod., 
iii. 65. 

Ver. 6. Those that seek great things for them- 
selves should not forget the new burdens and 
temptations that would thus come upon them. — 
EvdAaBye7js, thou mightest be timid. The word 
means originally to be thoughtful, cautious. In 
Attic Greek it was used as synonymous with 
gpvadtrecba; in later Greek, with poBeioOa. Cf. 
MXM: 225 xxvii. 25) xii. 35) Wisds xn] 9) Mace: 
xii. 42; 2 Mace. viii. 16,— where it is similarly 
employed. 

Ver. 7. A person in office might be led to op- 
press or do injustice to the common people in con- 
sideration of the powerful, and so prepare the 
way for his removal by the people. 

Ver. 8. Mh katadecuevons. The translation 
of the A. V.is scarcely allowable, although sin- 
ning is in fact like a chain in which one link after 
another is forged on. Others (De Wette) would 
render “palliate not;”’ Bretschneider (followed 
by Wahl): “ Bind not up” (as a wound), i. e. to 
heal the sting. In other words: Do not indulge 
thyself in sin. Fritzsche, “ Siihne nicht zweimal,” 
“ Atone not twice for.” The following verse shows 
what was in the mind of the author. He would 
reprove those who thought that they might keep 
on sinning, if they kept on sacrificing; and I 
have rendered accordingly. Cf. 1 Sam. xy. 22. 

Ver. 9. Adpay, gifts. This word is used for 
sacrificial gifts several times in the Gospel of 
Matthew, and in Mark it is once employed to 
translate corban.. The word “ oblation” doubtless 
came into the A. V. through the Vulgate, 

Ver. 10. Cf. Jas. i. 6. From the first half of 
this verse, some have thought the Talmud derived 
the admonition: ‘He that is not serene in spirit 
should not pray; for it is written, ‘In anxiety 
should one not pray.’” But it is most likely that 
the words had another origin, 

Ver. 14. Cf. Matt. vi. 7: “ Use not vain repe- 
‘titions,” ete. ; but there uh BatroAoyhente. 

Ver. 15. And husbandry, Or, namely, even 
(xat) husbandry, agriculture. Cf. Gen. ii. 15. 

Ver. 16. Itis meant that one should not reckon 
himself among sinners as being one with them and 
of them, and so be led on from bad to worse. 

Ver. 17. Fire and the worm. Cf. Is. Ixvi. 
24; Judith xvi. 17; Mark ix. 48. In the valley 
of Hinnom, near Jerusalem, the Jews at one time 
practiced the horrible idolatry of making their 
children pass through the fire to Moloch. Hence 
it was defiled by Josiah (2 Kings xxiii. 10, 14). 
And it would seem that, afterwards, the carcases 
of dead animals were thrown out there, and that 
it became the burying-place of the poor and the 
outcast of Jerusalem. Hence this place where 











fires burned continually and worms preyed on the 
dead became to the Jew the image of all that was 
dreadful. : ae 

Ver. 18. Gold of Suphir, 7. e. Ophir, which is 
the Hebrew form of the word. In the LXX. it 
is not only spelled as here, but in several other 
ways. Cf. also Jos., Antiq., viii. 6,§4. It has 
been recently identified with the Taprobane of the 
Greeks. See Transactions, ete., ii. 267 ff. ; but cf. 
Stud. und Krit., 1878, pp. 458-475. 

Ver. 20. Aidévra thy Wuxhy a’rov, is wholly 
devoted. This seems to render the idea truly, 
although somewhat liberally. Bretschneider sup- 
poses that the reference is to those who sold them- 
selves into slavery. See Deut. xv. 12; cf., how- 
ever, Deut. xxiv. 15. A Jewish commentator 
remarks on the passage: “‘ The day-laborer risks 
his life for his pay, since he exposes himself to 
the most dangerous employments.” 

Ver. 21. Of his release. After a service of 
six years, or in the year of Jubilee, the slave 
among the Hebrews was manumitted. Cf. x. 25, 
and Jer. xxxiv. 9. 

Ver. 23. The Syriac version renders the sec- 
ond member: “and give them wives in their 
youth.” 

Ver. 24. A care for their body, namely, with 
respect to chastity. — An Oriental proverb runs: 
“He that strikes not his daughter will strike his 
own knees,” z.¢.,in mourning. The propriety of 
such admonitions, however, it requires little dis- 
crimination to deny. Simple severity, without 
tenderness, might be expected, as the world goes, 
to have quite the contrary effect from the one 
here sought. x 

Ver. 25. A weighty matter. It is possible, 
though not absolutely necessary, that the idea of 
obtaining a dowry is meant to be here included, 
since this was an invariable part of the transac- 
tion. See Van Lennep's Bible Lands, p. 540 ff. 

Ver. 26. Do not put her away. The matter 
of divorce seems to be referred to. See xxv. 26, 
xxviii. 15; Ley. xxi. 7; Mark x. 4. The second 
member is rendered in the Old Latin: “ Ht odibilt 
non credas te;” the Syriac: “ Quodsi sit improba 
ne te concredas illi;” the Arabic: “ Nec fidem ad- 
hibeas illi si fuerit impudica.” Gaab (Com., in loc.) 
thinks that by s:couuevn that wife among the 
many is meant who, for the time being, had not 
the first place in the harem. But it is doubtful 
whether such a definite meaning can be ascribed 
to the words. In the later periods of Judaism 
there ruled even greater looseness in the marriage 
relation, polygamy being very commonly prac- 
ticed. Josephus (Antig., xvii. 1, § 2) wrote: 
“From the father’s times to ours it is customary 
among us to have several wives at once.” 

Ver. 29. @avuate. The Old Latin has sancti- 
Jica. The word seems to mean here, hold in high 
estimation. Luther renders: ‘ Holdin all honor.” 
Cf. xxxviii. 3. The priests were very likely, 
in the midst of the various political revolutions 
which the Jews passed through in the last cen- 
turies before Christ, to suffer not a little in their 
means of support. 

Ver. 31. As it is commanded thee. Ley. vii. 
32; Deut. xviii. 3.— Holy offering, duclay ayac- 
vod. Bretschneider renders the latter word by 
“temple,” but improperly. A special holy offer- 
ing is meant, and, as it would seem, the bloodless 
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meat offering of Lev. ii. 3. — First fruits of the | 


holy things, namely, the tithes which were ap- 
portioned among the priests. See Lev. xxvii. 
30; Numb. xviii. 21 f. 

Ver. 33. Xdpis Sduaros evavtt waytds (avtos, 
kal ém) vexpe wn aroxwrdvons xdpw. “Grace of a 
gift [be] over against every living person, and 
toward the dead withhold not favor [respect, good- 
will].” The meaning seems to be: “Be ready 
graciously to show favors to every one living, and 
to the dead refuse not the ‘rites of honorable 


Ver. 36. Thy end. The final result of all. 
Cf. vi. 28, where a similar thought is found. A 
well-known proverb runs: “ All’s well that ends 
well.” See also Is. iii. 10, 11.— Wilt not sin 
(Guaprnoes) forever. Evidently quite too sweep- 
ing a statement, arising not only from an inade- 
quate view of the nature of sin, but also froma 
very imperfect comprehension of what was needed 
to prevent and atone for the same. This Greek 
word belongs to the moral sphere, meaning, from 
the time of Homer downwards, to miss the right, 


burial.” Cf. Tob. ii. 4. 
Ver. 34. <A very similar precept is found at 
Rom, xii. 15. 


to transgress, to sin. Cf. Cremer’s Lex.,s.v. The 
form for the fut. act., audptnow, is Alexandrian, 
and not common, 





Cuapter VIII. 


1 StRIVE not with a mighty man, 
Lest thou fall into his hands. 

2 Be not at variance with a rich man, lest he outweigh ! thee ; 
For gold corrupteth ? many, 
And perverteth ® the hearts of kings. 


3 Strive not with a man that is full of tongue, 
And heap not wood upon his fire. 

f Jest not with a rude man, 
Lest thy ancestors be disgraced. 

5  Reproach not a man that turneth from sin, 


Remember that we are all worthy of punishment.’ 

6 Dishonor not a man in his old age, 
For some of us also are growing ° old. 

7 Rejoice not over the death of any one,® 
Remember’ that we die all. 

8 Neglect * not the discourse of the wise, 
And employ® thyself with their proverbs ; 
For of them thou shalt learn discipline,” 
And to serve great men.” 

9 Miss not the discourse of old men,” 
For they also learned of their fathers ; 
For of them thou shalt learn insight,¥ 
And to give answer as need requireth. 


10 Kindle not the coals of a sinner, 
Lest thou be burnt by his flaming fire.“ 
11 Do not get excited before an insolent ¥ person, 
Lest he seat himself as one who lieth in wait at thy mouth.7® 
12 Lend not to a man” mightier than thyself, 
And if thou hast lent, count it as ® lost. 
13 Be not surety above thy power, 


And ® if thou be surety, take care to pay 7. 


Vers. 1-5.— 1A. V.: overweigh (cf. Com.). 2 hath destroyed (amdAece, iterative aorist ; cf. Buttmann, p. 201), 
8 perverted. 4 But remember... . punishment (Codd. II. (by first hand) IIT. X. 28. 68. Ald., émuripous. Rom. ed. 
(with IL. by a second hand) émeTusiots). 


Vers. 6-10. — 5A. V.: even some of us wax. 6 thy greatest enemy (7 éx@pordtw cov, H. 248. Co.; Old Lat., inimico 


tuo) being dead. 7 But remember. 8 Despise (zaptdys). ®9 But acquaint (kal... . avaorpépov). 10 jnstruc- 
tion (wadeiav. It is used here, as the next line shows, in the sense of “‘ discipline ’’). 11 how....men with ease 
(106. 248. Co. add etpapos ; H., evmadds ; Old Lat., sine querela). 12 the elders (yepovtwv). 13 And of... .under- 


standing (aiveow ; cf. following). 14 with the flame of his fire (év rrupl aoyds avTov). 
Vers. 11-13. — A. V.: Rise not up in anger at the presence of an injurious (see Com.). 


@ion) to entrap thee (&s évedSpov, but probably for évedpevwy — 248 — as Fritzsche supposes) in thy words (marg., for 
18 For (xa) if thou lendest him, count tz but (ws amoAwAcks yivou). 19 For 


16 lie in wait (iva ph éyka- 


17 unto him that is. 


20 


thy mouth). 
(at). 
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Go not to law with a judge, 


For they will decide? for him according to his high standing.” 


15 


Travel not in ® the way with a bold fellow, 


Lest he become burdensome * unto thee ; 
For he will do according to his pleasure,? 
And thou wilt ® perish with him through his folly. 


16 


Strive not with an angry man, 


And go not with him through the waste,’ 
For blood zs as nothing in his sight, 
And where there is no help, he will strike thee down.® 


17. ~— Consult not with a fool, 


For he cannot be silent about a matter.® 


18 


Do no secret thing before a stranger, 


For thou knowest not what he will bring to light.” 


19 
And so get an ill return.™ 


Vers. 14-19,—1 A. V.: judge. 
4 grievous. 5 own will. 6 shalt. 
ted by 106, 248. 254. 3807. Co.). 
Com.). 
Salsam. 


2 honour (ddéav. 


It is an obvious though correct gloss). 


Cuarrer VIII. 


Ver. 2. Outweigh thee, dyticthon cov thy 
bAkhv. Put over against thee the weight, namely, 
the weight of his money. He would be able, 
through bribery, to prevail; although his cause 
might be unjust. 

Ver. 4. Ancestors be disgraced. Such a 
man has no respect for anything, and one might 
therefore be wounded in his most sacred feelings 
by his thoughtless remarks. ‘ 

Ver. 5. See the account of the woman taken 
in adultery, John viii. 7 ff.; as also the conduct 
of the elder son in the parable recorded in Luke, 
chap. xv. 

Ver. 6. See:Lev. xix. 32. —In his old age; 
Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, “ on account of his old age,” 
which is correct as a gloss. 

Ver. 11. Mh eavaoriis ard mpoodmov bBpicroo. 
The sense seems to be: “ Do not allow thyself to 
get excited in the presence of a reckless blas- 


phemer, and so be led to say things which he) 


might use against thee.” It might, however, 
mean: “ Rise not up (reverently) before,” 7. e., in 
order to win him over by moderation and indul- 


It refers to his high rank as ruler, or judge). 
7 into a solitary place (Stamopevov . 
5 overthrow (kataBadet) thee. 
ii Lest he requite thee with a shrewd turn (to xdépw is added in H. 23. 106. 248. Co., wevdy ; Old Lat., srattam 





Open not thine heart to every man, 


8 by (év). 
The preposition is omit- 
10 forth (cf. 


- + 6 Thy Epquov. 
9 keep counsel (Adyov o7ééat). 


gence. But the context favors the rendering 
given, which is also essentially that of Wahl, and 
Bunsen’s Bibelwerk. 

Ver. 12. To a man mightier. He would 
exercise against thee the right of the stronger. 


Ver. 16. Cf. xxviii. 8; Prov. xv. 18, xxii. 24, 
Ver. 18. A stranger. Not necessarily here a 
heathen, but one who is unknown. — Tlerew. 


Probably for the Hebrew T; and here figura- 


tively used for bring to light. Cf. Job xv. 35; 
Ps. vii. 14. A Latin proverb runs: “ Fide, sed 
cul vide;”’ German, “ T’rau, schau, wem.” 

Ver. 19. Kal ph avapepérw cor xdpv. The 
sense is given correctly by the A. V. Jn this 
case, as the context shows, ydpw means an ill turn ; 
et cave, ne male tibi rependat. Wahl’s Clavis, ad 
voc. Bunsen’s Bibelwerk renders (with De Wette, 
less truly and forcibly ) : ‘‘ He will not thank you for 
it;” Fritzsche, “ So shalt thou not have ill thanks 
(schlechten Dank) for it.” On the force of a second 
imperative connected by «al, as here, cf. Winer, 
p. 311. 





Cuapter IX. 


1 Be not jealous over? the wife of thy bosom, 
And teach her not an evil lesson against thyselt. 


2 
3 
4 
4) 


Gaze not on a maid, 


Vers. 1-4. —1A.YV.: over (or with respect to. The word yuvatka has no prep. before it). 
woman (47 dos yvvatki Thy Wuxyv cov) To set her foot upon thy substance (cf. Com. 


“ That she set herself against thy power’), 


Co.). 


] 5 Meet not with (tmévra ; amavra, 248. 807. Co.). 
the company (évdeAexuge) of a woman that is a singer (cf. Com.). 


Yield not thyself to a wife, 

To cohabit with her beyond thy strength.? 
Go not to meet ® a harlot, 
Lest thou fall into her snares. 

Be not long with a female singer, 

Lest thou be taken by her arts. 


2 Give not thy soul unto a 
It might also be rendered, 
4 Use not much 
5 with her attempts (émrmSedmacu, H. 106. 248, 
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Lest thou be annoyed with penalties on her account.? 
6 Yield not thyself unto harlots,? 
That thou lose not thine inheritance. 
7 Do not look around? in the streets of a‘ tity, 
And wander not in the abandoned ° places thereof. 
8 Turn away thine eye from a woman of beautiful form,* 
And look not upon.a beauty that is another’s ;7 
Many have been led astray * by the beauty of a woman ; 
And hereby ® love is kindled as a fire. 
9 Sit not at all with a married woman,” 
And be not given to feasting and wine-drinking with her,™ 
Lest thine heart incline unto her, 
And through thy passion thou plunge” into destruction, 
10 Forsake not an old friend, 
For the new is not equal ™* to him. 
A new friend, new “ wine ; 
Tf it has become old, thou wilt ® drink it with pleasure. 
11 Envy not the glory ** of a sinner, 
For thou knowest not what will be his end. 
12 Delight not in that which the ungodly delight ** in, 
Remember they will not be unpunished till death.” 
13 Keep thee far from the man that hath power to kill, 
And thou shalt not be in suspense through * fear of death ; 
And if thou come unto him, make no mistake,” 
Lest he take away thy life.” 
Know * that thou goest * in the midst of snares, 
And that thou walkest about * upon the battlements of a city.” 
14 As near as thou canst, study out those around thee,” 
And consult with the wise. 
15 Let thy conference * be with men of insight,” 
And all thy communication ® in the law of the Most High. 
16 Let* just men eat and drink with thee ; * 
And let thy glorying be in the fear of the Lord. 
iy By reason of the hand of artificers the work will * be commended, 
And the wise ruler of the people by reason of * his speech. 
18 Aman full of ® tongue és feared * in his city ; 
And he that ts rash in his talk will™ be hated. 


Vers. 5-9. —1 A. V.: That thou fall not (oxavdadic67js. Wahl givesit here the sense of indignor) by those things that 
are precious in her (see Com.). 2 Give not thy soul (see ver. 1) unto harlots (see Com.). 38 Look not round about 
thee. 4 the. 5 Neither wander thou... . solitary (tats épyjuors, 7. ¢., the disreputable portions). 6 thine (cor is 
added by 106. 254. 257.) eye from a beautiful woman (yuvaikds evmdphov), 7 another’s beauty (seeCom.). 8 For (248. 
Co. have yéo)many .... deceived (érAavyOycav). % Forherewith. 1° another man’s wife (werd vmdvdpou yuvaikds, t.€, 
a woman who is under the control of a man, has a husband; cf. Rom. vii. 2,9 yap travdpos yuvy. These words were 
also sometimes used for a loose woman, but that is clearly not the meaning here. Codd. H. 248. Co. add Kat pH KaTa- 
KALOAS em’ ayKaA@y jer’ abrys, Which were adopted by the A. V., ‘‘ Nor sit down with her in thine arms). 1 spend not 
thy money (cvpBodoxomjoys) with her at the wine (év otym. A more free rendering seems preferable). 12 so through 
thy desire (see Com.) thou fall (dAccOjoys. It means Zo slip, slide in a slippery path, and the rendering of the A. V. is 
not strong enough). : 

Vers. 10-13. — 18 A. V.: comparable (&ficos ; III., émicos ; II., ef’ coos; H., éh? tons 3 248. Co., én’ toys). 14 is as 
new. 15 When it is old, thou shalt. 16 glory (see Com.). 17 shall. 18 the thing that... . have pleasure (evSo- 
Khons evdokiats ; text. rec., év evdoxia). 19 But remember they shall not go unpunished (lit., “shall not be declared 
just ”) unto their grave (lit., ‘‘ as far as Hades ’’). 20 So shalt thou not doubt (lit., ‘‘ suspect’) the. 21 fault. 
22 jife presently (H. 248. Co. add Tapaxpnia). 23 Remember (erlyvw6:). *% goest (SvaBaivers). 25 walkest (mept- 
marets). 26 the city (teat. rec., roAewv ; Fritzsche receives the gen. sing. from X. CO. H. 28. 106. 248. 254. 807. Co.). 

Vers, 14-18. — 27 A. V.: guess at (o7éxaca1. It means here, take the measure of, study out) thy neighbour (C. H. 248. 
807. Co., rod — for rods — mAnaiov ; cf. Com.). 28 talk (SuaAoyiopds = (1) a balancing of accounts ; (2) reasoning, 
conversation ; (38) N. T.,. doubt). 29 the wise (cuverav),. 30 communication (dujyyets, lit., narration). 31 And 
let. 82 eat and drink with thee (ovvéerrvol cov, i. e., thy table companions). 33 For the hand of the artificer.... 
shall (55. 106. 157. 254. have the sing. ; cf. Com.). 84 for 35 of an ill (yAwoodédys ; cf. viii. 3. I have rendered to 
correspond). 36 dangerous (hoBepés). 97 shall, 
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CuaprEerR IX. 


Ver. 1. Cf. Numb. v. 14.— An evil lesson, 
7. e. a lesson of unfaithfulness to thee. - 

Ver. 2, We have given above two render- 
ings of the latter clause of this verse: ’EmPfjvat 
aithy ém rhy isxiv (Co., Wxnv) cov. ‘The one in 
the text is perhaps on the whole preferable. 
Fritzsche objects to it that the verb in this sense 
is used only of animals, and that in this case, too, 
trép should stand in the place of éri. But neither 
objection can be considered as necessarily having 
force in the present case. The preposition might 
be translated in its ordinary sense without im- 
pairing the meaning of the verb. And it would 
not be beneath the level of our book, in other 
respects, to suppose that it purposely used here 
émByjva. rather than the usual dvaBjvou. The 
rendering given is in harmony with the context, 
and was adopted by Bretschneider and Bunsen’s 
Bibelwerk. 

Ver. 4. Singer, paAaotens. Properly a dancer 
as well as a singer. Van Lennep, in speaking of 
the professional dancing of single persons in 
Eastern lands, says: “As it existed in Egypt 
from time immemorial, and is copiously pictured 
on the monuments of that country, even upon 
some that are older than the exodus of the Israel- 
ites, it is highly probable that it was thence intro- 
duced into Western Asia and India. Still, it 
appears to have been long confined to the volup- 
tuaries of the vreat monarchies of Assyria and 
Egypt... .. It is very common among the rich 
in Cairo to call in one of these women to dance be- 
fore their guests after dinner, and scenes of the most 
revolting character not infrequently ensue. ... . 
When dancing before a private company, they wear 
the ample shintian or trousers, and, in addition 
only a tunic of gauze-like texture. Libations of 
wine and arrack are offered them by the spectators, 
of which they freely partake, and, laying aside the 
last vestige of modesty, the consequences may be 
easily imagined.” Bible Lands, p. 626 ff. 

Ver. 5. Sxavdaricbfs év rots emityulois adrijs. 
The Syriac and Arabic translate: “Ne ad du- 
plicem ejus dotem damneris.” According to Deut. 
xxii. 19, the seducer was obliged to pay the se- 
duced a hundred shekels, twice as much as was 
usually demanded of the bridegroom, by the par- 
ents, in case of marriage. Others translate: 
“Jest thou fall into sin with her;” and still 
others: “Jest thou fall through her charms.” 
Fritzsche thinks it possible that the word may 
have been originally émi@vutors, as a translation of 
MTT, of which a secondary meaning is “charm ” 
or “ beauty.” 

Ver. 6. Cf. Prov. v. 10; vi. 26; xxix.3. The 
word used for “harlot” here is mépyny (from 


wepvdw, Greek prostitutes being generally slaves). 
Cf. yuvaix) ErarpiCouevy, ver. 3. 





Ver. 7. Cf. Prov. vii. 8.. The dangers into 
which curiosity concerning evil leads one are illus- 
trated by many proverbs, one of which is: “ Talk 
of the Devil, and he is sure to appear.” The 
Israelites were not allowed even to make inquiries 
concerning heathenism and the service of strange 
gods, lest they should be led into sin. See Deut. 
xii. 29, 30. : 

Ver. 8. KdAdos @AAérpiov, namely, of a woman 
that is not thy wife, and that belongs to another. 
The Talmud has cited this passage, with varia- 
tions, and an addition from Jeremiah: “Turn 
away thy eyes from a beautiful woman, lest thou 
be caught in her snares. Visit not her husband 
in order to drink wine or strong drink with him. 
For the form of a beautiful woman has already 
ruined many, and numerous are they who have 
been destroyed by her. The dealer in ornaments, 
who stimulates to unchastity, receives many 
wounds. As a spark kindles the flame, as the 
cage is full of birds, so her house is full of craft.” 
Gutmann, Com., ad loc. 

Ver. 9. Cf. Numb. v. 29; Prov. vi. 24 f. 
Grotius: “ Conjuncta sunt convivia et amores.” — 
Desire, rveduatt. This word may mean “ inclina- 
tion,” “ passion,” (animal) “ desire,” and is prob- 
ably given as a rendering of MA. Old Lat., 
Syr., Ar., and Clem. of Alex. read afuar: for it. 

Ver. 10. A new friend, new wine, 7. e., both 
are unproved, are simply in process of develop- 
ment, and less pleasant than afterwards. 

Ver. 11. Cf. Ps. 1xxiii. throughout, but espe- 
cially verse 17, — Adtav seems here to be used in 
the sense of “ good fortune.” 

Ver. 13. There were periods in the history of 
the Jews when to be cited before a judge was in 
itself equivalent to a sentence of death. There is 
an Oriental proverb: “If the judge be your 
enemy, God help you!” It is possible, however, 
that the admonition relates simply to one’s con- 
duct in general, in the service of kings and others 
of high rank. 

Ver. 14. Tots tAnciov, those near, in order to 
find out whether they are persons suitable to be 
intimate with. 

Ver. 15. In the law, év véuw. The rendering 
of the A. V. is correct. It does not mean “ con- 
cerning the law” (Linde), but to be within its 
bounds, —in harmony with it, not against it. 

Ver. 17. The thought is that as an artist’s 
hand is shown in his work, so a ruler’s language 
will show whether he is wise or not. Luther: 
“ Das Werk lobt den Meister,” “ The work praises 
the master.” 

Ver. 18, An Oriental proverb runs: “ A fool 
cast a stone into a well, which forty men could 
not draw out again.” — Mporerfs—= falling for- 
ward ; then, prone to a thing, rash. 





CHAPTER X. 


1 A wise ruler? will discipline ? his people, 
And the government of a sagacious man ® is well ordered. 


Vers. 1, 2.—1A. V.: judge (xpirjs, but clearly for Dw, and meaning here ruler, regent ; cf. Wisd. i. 1). 


struct (madevoe: ; madeder, H. 68, 248. Co.). 


2 in- 


8 prudent man (cvverod ; ef. i. 4, 19, 24, and ver. 23 below, with Com 
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As the ruler? of his? people, so his servants,® 
And as the chief person * of the city, so® all they that dwell therein. 
An uninstructed ® king destroyeth his people, 
And‘ through the sagacity of the powerful a city will flourish.® 
The dominion ° of the earth 7s in the hand of the Lord, 
And in due time he will set over it him who is qualified.” 
In the hand of the Lord” ¢s the prosperity of a man,” 
And to * the person of an official he lendeth its dignity.“ 
Bear not hatred to thy neighbor over any * wrong, 
And do nothing at all if violence is practiced.’ 
Pride ¢s hateful before the Lord and before men,® 
And against * both doth it *° commit iniquity. 
Because of wrongs, and violence, and greed of gain, 
Dominion passes from nation to nation.”! 
What ” is earth and ashes proud of ?* 
For while alive he maketh him inwardly tremble. 
A long disease, the physician jokes ; 7° 
Yea, to day a king, and to morrow he will die.” 
For when a man is dead, 
He shall have as his portion maggots, and jackals, and worms.” 
The beginning of pride 7s when a man * departeth from the Lord,” 
And his heart is turned away from his Maker. 
For the beginning of pride is ® sin, 
And he that holdeth it fast will pour out * abomination. 
Therefore * the Lord made his calamities extraordinary,® 
And overthrew them utterly. 
14 The Lord cast ** down the thrones of princes,® 
And set ** the meek in their stead. 
15 The Lord plucked* up the roots of nations,®® 
And planted the lowly in their place. 
16 Lands of nations the Lord overthrew,” 
And destroyed them to the foundations of the earth. ° 
17. He took some of them away,” and destroyed them, 
And made “ their memorial to cease from the earth. 
18 Pride is not meant * for men, 
Nor furious anger “ for them that are born of women.“ 





Oy © EN os cou Sera be 
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at that place.). 1 judge. 2 the (avrod is omitted by X. — through a corrector —H. 106. 157. 248. 254. Co. Old 
Lat.). 8 is himself, so (xai after oUtws is omitted by Fritzsche with III. X. C. 106. 155. 307.) are his officers (Aevroup- 
you avrod). | * what manner of man the ruler (here 7yovjevoy), 5 is, such are. 

Vers. 3-6. —® A. V.: unwise (amaiéev7os). 7 But (Kat). 8 prudence (ovvécer ; ef. ver. 1) of them which are in 
authority (Svvacr@v) the city shall be inhabited (cf. Com.). ® power (éfovgia with the article in IIL. X. H. 28. 55. 
106. 155. 157. Co., which is adopted by Fritzsche). 10 one that is profitable (rov xpjomor, t. e., useful as it respects 
the objects fur which one should rule, and so, qualified). 11 God. 12 of man. 16 upon (dat. without a prep. ; 307., 
accus.)- 14 the seribe (cf. Com.) shall he lay (émi@jcev, but expressing a general truth) his honour (dav, here the 
respect, dignity inhering in his office). 15 for (éri; év, 106. 155.) every (rari, but the sense can only be as given 
above. It means every wrong, even the least, and so, any wrong). 16 by injurious practices (see Com.). 

Vers. 7-9.— 17 A. V.: God. 18 and man (plur.). 19 by (see Com.). 20 one. 21 unrighteous dealings (aévxias), 
injuries («al #Bpers), and riches got by deceit (xpyuara ; 248. Go. add 6éAca. The context makes it clear that the love of 
gold is meant which leads to robbery and violence), the kingdom (BaovAefa, a kingdom, or rule, dominion in general) 
is translated from one people to another (a7 é0vous «is €Ovos). 22 Why (r/). 23 proud (see Com. There fol- 

- low in the A. VY. the words ‘ There is not a more wicked thing than a covetous man. For such an one setteth his own 
soul to sale.?? They are found in H. 248. Co. Old Lat.; also in 106., but in that MS. as a conclusion to ver. 8, where 
they would more properly be found). 24 Because while he liveth (dre év Gwy ; 106. 248. Co. add avrod) he casteth 
away his bowels (éppuva — plur., III. 157. 248. Co. — ra évdicOa avrov ; cf. Com.), 

Vers. 10-16. —-25 A. V.: The physician cutteth off (oxdmre.; 157. 248. Co., cémrer; exxdmrer, 55. 254. Cf. Com.) a 
long disease (uaxpdv appdarmpa. These words begin the line, and are followed by a comma in [ritzsche’s text). 
26 And he that is to day a king (xat) to-morrow shall die. 27 inherit creeping things, (xai) beasts (see Com.), and 
(Ald. omits) worms. 28 one (avOpwrov). 29 God (kupidu; ef. vers. 4, 7). 80 pride is the beginning of sin (so 248. 
Old Lat. Syr. Ar.). 81 hath it (6 cpat@y avrps) shall pour out (éouBpycer). 32 And therefore. 83 brought upon 
them strange calamities (wapeddéace Kupios Tas émaywyds). 34 hath cast. 35 proud (H. and Old Lat. add jrepnpavwr) 
princes. 36 set up (exaOuce). 37 hath plucked. 8& the proud (H. 23. 106. 248. Co. Old Lat. add tmepynpavwv) 
nations. 39 The Lord overthrew countries of the heathen. ‘ 

Vers. 17, 18. — 4° A. V. : took some (contained in the prep. with the gen.) .... away (ééjpev was read, which Fritzsche 
adopts; cf. Com.). 41 hath made. 42 was (perf. pass. in the sense of the pres.) not made (better rendered by the 
idiomatic expression given above). 43 furious anger (opyn Gumod ; cf. Avuos opy7js, Ecclus. xly. 19, and Com. at Prayer 
of Manas. ver. 10, 1 Mace. ii. 49). 44 @ woman (plur. in Gr.). 
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19 What generation is honored? The generation of man. 
What generation is honored? They that fear the Lord. 
What generation is unhonored? The generation of man. : 
What generation is unhonored? They that transgress the commandments. 
20 Among brethren he that is their chief is honored ; ” 
So are they that fear the Lord in his eyes.’ 
22 Avrich, and a noble, and a poor man,* 
Their glory 7s the fear of the Lord. oF 3 
23 ‘It is not right ® to despise a° poor man that hath sagacity ; 
And it is not fitting to honor * a sinful man. 
24 A great man, and a judge, and a potentate, will ® be honored, 
And there is ” none of them greater than he that feareth the Lord. 
25 Unto the wise servant will the free 1 do service, 
And an intelligent man will not grumble.” 
26 Be not overwise in doing thy business, 
And boast not # in the time of thy distress. 
27 ‘Better zs he that laboreth, and aboundeth in all things, 
Than he that boasteth,“ and wanteth bread. 
28 My son, glorify thyself in meekness,” 
And honor thyself ?° according to thy worth.” 
29 Who will justify him that sinneth against himself ? ’* 
And who will glorify him that dishonoreth himself? 
30 A *° poor man is honored for his skill, 
. And a” rich man is honored for his riches. 
31 But he * that is honored in poverty, how much more * in riches ? 


And he that is unhonored in riches, how much more in poverty ? 


Vers. 19-23. —1A. V.: They that fear the Lord are a sure seed, 

And they that love him an honorable plant : 

They that regard not the law are a dishonourable seed ; 

They that transgress the commandments are a deceivable seed. : 
(So 248. Co. ; H. inserts it before ver. 19). 2 is chief is honourable. 3 eyes (106. 248. Co. have an addition to this 
verse appearing in the A. Y. as ver. 21, as follows: The fear of the Lord goeth before the obtaining of authority (zpoo- 
AjWews apx7y ; 248. Co. for the former mpd Ajfews): But roughness and pride is the losing thereof). 4 Whether he be 
rich, («aé) noble, or (kac) poor. 5 meet (Séxaov). 6 the. 7 understanding (see Com.). 8 Neither is it conven- 
ient to magnify. 

Vers, 24-31. —9A‘V.: Great men, and judges, and potentates (H. 248. Co. have the plur.) shall. 10 Yet is there. 
11 the servant that is wise (cope ; H. 28. 106. 248. 807. Co., cvver@) shall they that are free. 12 he that hath knowledge 
(avnp emorjpmwv).. . . grudge (yoyyvoe:; H. 248. Co. Syr. Ar. add matdevdpevos ; Old. Lat., correptus) when he is reformed. 
13 not thyself (cf. Com.). 14 boasteth himself. 15 glorify thy soul in meekness (év mpaviryre Sdfacov Thy Wuxjv 
gov). 16 give it (avrp, thy soul, or thyself) honor. 17 the dignity thereof. 18 his own soul. 19 his own 
life (thy why adrod. The substantive seems to be used in the sense of uxjv in the previous verse). 20 The. 21 the. 
» He (IIT. C. 106. 157. 248. 296. 807. Co. join the d¢ to the verb, i. e., instead of 6 8% Sofagduevos read 6 Sedo€acpévos), 
3 how much more (kal... . mocaxas}; lit., in how many ways. On kai, in such a construction, cf. Winer, p. 437. It 
might be rendered here ‘‘ also’). 24 he that is dishonourable. 


CHAPTER X, 


Vers. 1,2. Cf, Prov. xx. 8, and ix.17 of the|rec. and II., the last member would read: “and 


present book. The Latin proverb is familiar: 
“ Qualis rex, talis lex” (or grex). 

Ver. 3, Oiric@hoeru. Lit., “shall be built,” 
t.é., Shall grow, thrive. See the use of the same 
word at xxxviii. 32. 

Ver. 5. Prosperity, edod/a. As the context 
shows, prosperity with reference to the attainment 
of high position is meant. —Mpocdr@ ypauuaréws. 
The connection requires the sense “ ofticial,” “ to 
him in official position,” corresponding to the 
Hebrew “OW. Cf. Gen. v. 6, 10; Josh. i. 10. 

Ver. 6. If violence is practiced, 7. e., against 
thee. Lit., “in works of violence.” . This render- 
ing of év épyois #Bpews is fixed by the context. 

Ver. 7. We have emended the translation in 
harmony with Grotius’s and Fritzsche’s sugges- 
tion that eis should stand for é¢ before adugorépar. 





against both injustice will do wrong.” Butit seems 
better to have the same subject for both members 
of the verse. Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, retaining the 
common:text, renders; “and through both must 
he rue it (rAnuueAéw, a supposed rendering for 
DOW) in vain.” 

Ver. 9. Harth and ashes. Cf. xvii. 27, and 
Gen. xviii. 27. The Syriae and Arabic texts 
render by “ Cur superbiat pulvis ac cinis?” Old 
Latin: “ Quid superbit,” etc. But the Greek is: 
Tl bwepnpavedera, etc. — “I [God] make him in- 
wardly tremble.” So Fritzsche, who supposes the 


verb to be a rendering for own, Hiphil of 
Ty, in the sense of concutere. I have adopted 


the third person singular of the aorist, instead of 
the first. Bunsen’s Bibelwerk renders: “In life 


Tf adixla (with III. X, 23, 55. 106. 155. 157, 254.| are his entrails emptied out.” 
296. 307. 808.) is substituted for &uca of the text.| Ver. 10. Jokes, makes light of, cxédrre. The 
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physician thinks the disease or weakness that 
comes through the judgment of God of little ac- 
count; but —to-day a king, to-morrow dead. If 
the suggestion of Hitzig, that iarpéy be read for 
iarpés, be received, the first member would be, “A 
long sickness mocks the physician,” and greater 
clearness of thought secured. The passage has 
been thought by some to refer to the death of 
Antiochus Epiphanes. Cf. 1 Mace. vi. 8, 9; 2 
Mace. ix. 9. Bretschneider, adopting this theory, 
would consequently reject the whole verse as a 
later addition. But it is probably genuine, and 
has only a general, and not a specific, reference. 


Ver. 11. Jackals, @mpla. Theocritus (ix. 161) 
uses the word of bees; Hippocrates of worms in 
the bowels, and it might here mean “ worms.” 
But it is probable that that pest of Oriental coun- 
tries, the jackal, is meant. So Bretschneider and 
Wahl versus Fritzsche. 

Ver. 17. *Effpavey, WD, lets dry up, wither, go 
to ruin. The reading ééjpev, Old Latin, amovit, 
was adopted by the A. V. It has also been re- 
ceived by Fritzsche from III. X. C. H. 23. 106. 
155. 157. 248. 254. 296. 307. Co., and I have there- 
fore left the translation unchanged. 

Ver. 18. The meaning is that man was not 
made for pride. Luther, falsely: ‘The man is 
not made evil.” — Born of women. Men are 
spoken of in this way as being in their origin of 
one flesh and blood (cf. Matt. xi.11; Luke vii. 
28), and also as weak and mortal. The word 
yérvnua is used for what is produced by plants 
and animals, especially the former. Cf. 1. Mace. 
i. 38, iii. 45, where it is employed as here. 


Ver. 19. Generation, orépua—= YT: 


“Ver. 22. Cf. Jer. ix. 23, 24. 

Ver. 23. Suverdy, intelligent, sagacious. Here 
the word is contrasted with auaprwady in the fol- 
lowing clause, which is as much as to say that a 
sagacious man will not be a sinner. It is inter- 
esting, indeed, to note what a variety of ideas our 
author, through the titles he applies, associates 





with the character represented in Hebrew by the 
terms ‘a3 and DN. We find, for instance, 
pwpds, Vili. 17; &ppwv, xxi. 23; dodveros, xxi. 18; 
avdnros, XXi. 19; Gmaidevros, axdpB.os, Vi. 20; ay- 
Opwros &xapis, Xx. 19. All these words emphasize 
the fact of the lack of wisdom. A second group 
sets forth the false relation which such a person 
sustains to God and divine things: dceBns, vii. 
17; 6 KaraAdumay Tov KUpiov, XXViil. 23 ; wapaBalywy, 
xl. 14; &vouos, xvi. 4; &ucos, xl. 13; exOpds, xii. 
8, 9; aAAdrpios, xi. 84. A third series of titles 
represent the activity of such a person as, in gen- 
eral, a false one: Guaptwrds, xi. 30; apapraver, 
xix. 4; 6 &yOpwros TAavepcvos, XV1. 23; 6 Kaka 
epyatduevos, xxvii. 10; movnpevduevos, Xix. 26. 
Still another series of words, by which a more 
definite characterization of the “fool” is pre- 
sented, are: kaxds, Xx. 17; 4 puxh movnpd, vi. 4; 
dmephpavos, xi. 30; ddAL0s, xi. 29; omaradds, XXi. 
15; AolBopos, xxiii. 8; dvadhs, xl. 30. Cf. Mer- 
guet, pp. 26, 33. 

Ver. 25. Will not grumble, 7. ¢., at that which 
had just been asserted ; since it was quite right, 
if one were wise enough to see it. There was no 
real want of propriety in it. 

Ver. 26. Overwise. Do not try to be very 
fine and very clever, and do everything after the 
most wonderful way ; for then nothing at all will 
be accomplished. Cf. LXX. at Ke. vil. 16. 

Ver. 27. The text of the vulgate and II. is 
pelogwy (248. 254. Co. add ydp) épyaCduevos ev 
raow } wepiraray (“thou aloater”’) 4 do¢a¢duevos, 
ete. Fritzsche adopts from X., by a corrector, 
H. 23. 248. Co. Old Lat. Syr. kpeloowy éyya- 
Céuevos Kal mepiccevor ev maow 3} (6, H. 248. Co.) 
SofaCduevos, ete., which was the reading of the 
A. V.; ILL 106. 157. 296. agree, except that they 
add } mep:maray after macw, and Ti. Co 55.106: 
155. 157. 296. omit # before dofa¢duevos. 

Ver. 29. Arxadcer, set forth as righteous, justify. 
Cf. ix. 12; xiii. 22, — Dishonoreth himself, de- 
grades himself, namely, by doing that which is 
disgraceful, or by having had little self-respect. 





CHAPTER XI. 
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Tur wisdom of a lowly man lifteth up his head, 
And giveth him a seat? among great men. 
Praise * not a man for his beauty, 
And abhor aot‘ a man for his appearance.° 
The ° bee is little among such as fly, 
And’ her fruit is chief * of sweet things. 
Boast not in the putting on of clothing,’ 


And exalt not thyself in the day of honor ; 
For the works of the Lord are wonderful, 
And his works among men are hidden. 


5 


Many rulers came to sit on” the ground, 


And he ™ that was not thought of ” wore * the crown. 


Vers. 1-5.—1A. V.: Wisdom lifteth up the head of him that is of low degree (marg., of the lowly; copia tarewod 


avudoet (avupace, text. rec.) kehadnyv avrod (text. rec. omits 


2 maketh him to sit. 
4 Neither abhor. 


X. OC. H. 55. 106. 248. al Co.). 
Co. Old Lat. ; text. rec., aivéres). 


in X. C. H. 55. 106. 157. 248. Co., and is adopted by Fritzsche). 
(répavvor) have sat down upon (éxdGicay emt). 


raiment (év meptBoAjj imariwy). 10 kings 
thought of (avumovontos). 13 hath worn (aor. ). 


5 outward appearance (épacer). 


avrod). Fritzsche adopts this form of the text from III. 


3 Commend (aivéoys, with II. III. X. 0. 157. 248. 296. 3807. 
6 The (the article is found 
9 of thy clothing and 

1 one (6), 12 never 


7 But. 8 is the chief. 
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6 Many mighty men were! greatly disgraced, 
And honored ones ? delivered into other’s * hands. 
7 Blame not before thou hast examined ; 4 
Think over 5 first, and then rebuke. 
8 Answer not before thou ® hast heard,” 
And do not break in® in the midst of what is said.® 
9 Strive not about a matter that concerneth thee not,” 
And sit not in judgment along with ” sinners. 
10 My son, employ not thyself about ?* many matters, 
For if“ thou multiply pursuzts,” thou wilt not come off blameless ;*° 
And though thou follow,” thou wilt not overtake,! 
And though thou run away, thou wilt not escape.” 
11 Many a one laboreth, and taketh pains, and maketh haste, 
And is so much the more behind. 
12. Many a one is * slow, and in need ” of help, 
Is behind in strength,” and in poverty rich ; 
And the eyes * of the Lord look upon him for good, 
And he raiseth * him up from his low estate, 
13 And lifteth * up his head ; 
And many are in wonderment over ® him. 
14 Prosperity and adversity, life and death, 
Poverty and riches, come from the Lord.*! 
17 = What is given ® of the Lord remaineth with the godly, 
And his favor bringeth prosperity for ever. 
18 Many a one is rich through ® his wariness and pinching, ; 
And this is his portion as reward :%4 
19 In his saying,® I have found rest, 
And now can eat of my good things.* 
And * he knoweth not how time passeth away,*® 
And that he shall ® leave these things to others, and die. 
20 Be stedfast in thy covenant, and pass thy life #° therein, 
And, so grow *! old in thy work. 
21 Marvel not at the works of a sinner,” 
‘ But trust in the Lord, and abide in thy labor ; 
For tt ts an easy thing in the sight of the Lord 
On the sudden to make a poor man quickly “8 rich. 
22 The blessing of the Lord is the reward of the godly, 
And in a swift hour “* he maketh his blessing flourish. 

Vers. 6-10.— 1 A. V.: have been. 2 the honourable. 3 other men’s. * examined the truth (HL. adds to 
wéuyy the words 8’ axo7s). 5 Understand (voyoov). 6 thou. 7 heard the cause. 8 Neither interrupt men 
(uh mapemBadrrov ; H. 248. Co. add pyya; Old Lat., ne adjicias loqut), ® their talk (Adywv). 10 in (zepi). 
11 thee not (xpeéa, found in the text. rec. after gov, is stricken out by Fritzsche, as a later addition, in harmony with III. 
X. C. 23. 248. al. Co.). 22 with (the verb is cvvédpeve ; marg. of A. V., in the judgment of sinners). 13 meddle not 
(oTwoav at mpaéeus gov) with (zrep/). 14 For if (@av yap, X. H. 55. 106. 157. 248. 254. Co., and Fritzsche adopts 3 text. - 
rec. omits yap). 1 meddle much (rAyOvrys). 16 shalt not be innocent. 1” if thou follow after. 18 shalt 


not obtain (uy karaAaBys. The meaning given is quite as legitimate, and it strengthens the parallelism), 19 Neither 
shalt thou escape by fleeing (marg., escape hurt). 

Vers. 11-16. — 20 A. V.: There is one that. 21 Again, there is another that is. 22 hath need. 25 Wanting 
(vorepov. I have rendered as it was rendered in yer. 11) ability (icxvi. Fritzsche and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk render by 
Thatkraft, enterprise, power to achieve, to correspond with their rendering of vw6pds, lazy, in the previous line. Both 
renderings seem to me to be out of harmony with the context. Why should God help a lazy man, and one who has no 
energy? He never does, except by heavier burdens). °4 full of poverty (mrwxela meprooever, has an excess. is rich in 
poverty). 25 Yet (kai) the eye (plur. ; sing., X. 248. 307. Co. Old Lat.). *6 looked (histor. aor.). 27 And set 
28 lifted. 29 head from misery (H. 248. 258. Go. add ard ovvrpiBis). 80 So that many that saw t# (23. 248. 253. Gos 
add Qewpycavres ; Old Lat., et honoraverunt deum) marvelled at (amebatpacav). 51 of the Lord. (In H. 23. 106 Us. 
258. Co. Old Lat, Syr. Ar. is found here an addition, which appears in the A. V, as follows: ‘* Wisdom, knowledge, nae 
understanding of the law, are of the Lord: Love, and the way of good works, are from him. Error and darkness had 
their beginning together with sinners: And evil shall wax old with them that glory therein.”’) 

Vers. 17-22, —82 A. V.: The gift (ddcrs, not simply one gift, but what is given of the Lord in general; or particularl 
riches that come from him). 88 'There is that waxeth rich by. 8 ds the portion of his reward (H rane (H. 28 248" 
Co., mepis avTOd ard) 70d 16809 adrov). 85 Whereas he saith. 85 will eat continually (Paywpar ; payouar, X. II. 
H. 106. 807. Ald. ; H. 106. 248. Co. add. advadcérrws) of my goods (é« tv ayabav pov, i. e., the good things ecoumra® 
lated). 87 And yet. 88 what time (tis katpds ; cf. Com.) shall come upon him (mapeAevoerar ; H. 248. 258. Co. add 
avrov). 59 must leave those. 49 be conversant (SuéAeu ; see Com.). 41 And (at consecutivum) wax. 
© omits quickly (¢&émwa, which follows 8a TaxoUS). 4 is in (i. €., the reward is that) the reward . 
pq taxivp). #5 to flourish. 


42 sinners, 
++. Suddenly (ép 
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And turn thee out of thine own.” 


Vers. 23-28. — 1A. V.: profit is there of my service (H. 248. Co. add dpecxeias to xpeia). 
4 and possess many things (H. 106. 248. Co. add kal moAAd por & exw). 
7 affliction (xax@rv, I render as the parallelism requires). 
10 The affliction (kakwovs) of an hour maketh a man forget pleasure, 


ef. ver. 24). 3 Again (Ald. has cat) say. 
5 hereafter (see ver. 23). 6 there is a. 
9 it is an easy thing unto (kovdov évavtt). 


11 jn his end (év ouvteAcia avOpwrov).... shall be discovered (Old Eng. for uncovered). 


Kapege). 18 For. 14 shall. 

Vers. 29-381. — 15 A. V.: trains (lit., 
Co. read S:aBddov for dodiov). 
18 watcheth he (émuBAérer ; 248. Co., émuBas ert). 
some one). 20 and turneth (pres. particip., turning. 
will lay blame upon thee (see Com. and ver. 33 below). 
larged to a great matter). 24 Jayeth wait. 
H. 106. 248. 307. Co.) wickedness (zrovypa). 


tapaxats ; X. H. 28. 248. 253. Co., ev rapaxy ; Old Lat., in turbine ; see Com.). 


Receive a stranger into thine house, and through quarrels he will unsettle thee 


16 Like as a partridge taken and kept in a cage, so ts (cf. Com.). 
19 thy (a fall, any fall, overthrow. He is on the lookout to catch 
That is a part of his secret plan). 
2205, 

25 a mischievous man (kakovpyov). 
27 and he will disturb thee (SvaarpéWer oe — 296. Ald., Suacrpéiers — ev 
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23 Say not, What profit have I?} 
And what good things shall I have from now on? ? 
24 Say ® not, I have enough,‘ 
And what evil can come to me from now on?® 
25 In the day of prosperity there is ° forgetfulness of adversity,” 
And in the day of adversity * there is no remembrance of prosperity. 
26. For easy is it® before the Lord, in the day of death, 
To reward a man according to his ways. 
27 An hour’s adversity causeth forgetfulness of pleasure,” 
And at a man’s end his deeds are uncovered.” 
28 Pronounce none blessed * before /7s death, 
And ® a man will * be known in his children. 
29 Bring not every man into thine house, 
For the deceitful man hath many lurking-places.¥ 
30 <A decoy partridge in a basket, so 7* the heart of the proud, 
And as the ™ spy, he hath an eye for a” fall; 
31 ~~‘ For he lieth in wait, turning the. good into evil, 
And on things worthy of praise putteth a blot. 
32  By™~*a spark of fire a heap of coals is set ablaze,* 
And a sinful man lieth in wait * for blood. 
33 Take heed of an evil doer,” for he deviseth evils,” 
Lest he bring upon thee a perpetual blot. . 
34 


27 
? 


2 hereafter (ard Tod viv; 
8 affliction. 


2 Judge... . blessed (wa- 


‘Por many are the ambuscades, lurking-places of the deceitful man ;”’ 106. 248. 


7 like as a. 
21 in things worthy praise 
23 is kindled (lit., increased, multiplied, i. e., en- 


26 worketh (rexraiver ; TexTaiverat, 


28 See Com. 


CuarrEerR XI. 


Ver. 2. Cf. 1 Sam. xvi. 7. 

Ver. 4. The works of the Lord are wonder- 
ful. Hence he may, almost unawares, bring 
about a change in one’s circumstances. 

Ver. 8. Cf. Proy. xviii. 13. The Mishna also 
(Tr. Aboth, v. 9) numbers among the seven things 
in which the wise are distinguished from others 
these two: ‘‘He does not interrupt another in 
speaking, and does not answer too quick.” 

Ver. 9. In judgment along with sinners, 
i.e., where he is judge. The danger would be 
that he, too, would be led to judge falsely. 

~« When a man takes a crow for his leader, his 
mouth must be ever full of carrion.” Oriental 
proverb. ; : 

Ver. 10. Cf. Eccles. ix. 11,12; 1 Tim. vi. 9. 

Vers. 11-13. The more behind, namely, with 
respect to what he secks. He is all the more in 
want. Cf. Ps. exxvii. 1,2; Prov. xi. 24; also, 
the Greek proverb: “The net of the sleeping 
(fisherman) takes,” — e¥dovrt Kiptos aipet, — and 
the story connected with it in Plutarch’s Lives, 
* Sulla,” chap. vi. 

Ver. 17. Given of the Lord. According to 
the context, riches are meant, worldly prosperity. 


— EiocBéo1, with the godly. The word occurs 
> 








only in the later Greek, and but seldom in the 
LXX., though comparatively often in the present 
book. See verse 22; xii. 2,4; xxviii. 22; xxxix. 
27; xliii. 33. It means one who is ruled by the 
fear of God, while doeBfs denotes the contrary. 
The noun edoéBia is found at xlix. 3. 

Ver. 18. Pinching, corvyylas. This form of 
the word is found only here in Biblical Greek. But 
cf. Sophocles’ Lezx., s.v. The verb with which it 
is allied means “to draw together.” — This is his 
portion, namely, what is subsequently mentioned. 
It might include also the very narrowness and 
littleness here spoken of. — As reward. Cf. 
Matt. vi. 2, where the Master speaks of the hypo- 
crites as having “ their reward.” 

Ver. 19. Can eat of my good things. Cf. 
Luke xii. 16 ff.; also, Job xxvii. 16 ff. —Tls 
xaipds, what time, 7. ¢., how short a time; or, 
possibly, what sort of a time, — what troubles, 
what poverty. The first thought, however, cor- 
responds better with the context. 

Ver. 20, Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, with Schleusner 
and Breitschneider, renders: “ Be steadfast in 
thy calling,” taking d:a8qp in the sense of a busi- 
ness contract between two persons. It appears to 
us better, however, to give the word its usual 
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meaning; in which case, too, it would more natu-| Ver. 29. The Talmud cites this proverb as 
rally refer to a covenant made with God than to|from the “ book of Ben Sira,” but in an altered 
one made with man. Cf. xliv. 11 of the present | form: “Keep away the multitude from thy house, 
book and 1 Mace. ii. 20. The idea is: “ Be stead-| and bring not every one within.” 
fast to walk in the way that God has ordained.” Ver. 30. A decoy partridge. @npevrjs, with » 
Ver. 21. Marvel not. Do not be led astray | répa:é, is used in this sense by Aristotle (Hist. An., 
by them. Judge not simply from appearances. lix. 8, 8).— KaprdAdos. A basket with a pointed 
“The night is in travail, but who can tell what it} pottom. It is a late word, and stands for NIV. 


Sea 
woe 


will bring forth?” See for this and some other ; . 
; PEO Dar ‘ Cf. the LXX. at Deut. xxvi. 2,4; 2 Kings x. 7; 
Oriental proverbs cited by us, Append. i. of Van is. 4 06 el Cor ae eee in , 


Lennep’s Bible Lands. x ; 
Ver. 25. Forgetfulness, émAnouovty. Cf.| Ver. 81, Putteth a blot (uépor). T render as 
rendered in verse 33. This Greek word is used 


Jas. i. 25, obros obx &kpoarhs emAnopovijs yevomevos. e i 
Ver. 28. Pronounce none blessed before his|in Homer (0Od., ii. 86) in the sense of a brand that 


death. This was a current Greek proverb, and is put upon one. In the later Greek prose it was 
it is not likely that our author uses it here with personified as Momus, the critic God. - Cf. Hes., 
reference to what might be expected after death. Theog., 214. ;" : 

The following clause, rather, shows that it was} Ver. 32. Cf. Jas. ili. 5. Great results flow 
life taken as a whole, and the life in its conse-| from apparently insignificant causes. “ The pas- 
quences to one’s family and the world in general,|sage of a rat is nothing, but it soon becomes a 
which was to determine whether it had been|thoroughfare.” Oriental proverb. 

really successful. Bunsen’s Bibelwerk venders:| Ver. 34. Turn thee out of thine own, amaad- 
“ And the man is known from his exit,” namely, | Aorpidoe: ve rev (248. Co., é rev) idlov cov. Or, 
the circumstances under which he dies, Cf. xiv.|taking id/#y as masculine, “estrange from thee 
16. There is an old Spanish proverb: “Call me thine own household.” 

not an olive till you see me gathered.” 








CHAPTER XII. 


— 


Ir thou wouldst! do good, know to whom thou doest it, 

And thou wilt ? be thanked for thy benefits. 

Do good to a godly man,’ and thou wilt * find a recompense ; 
And if not from him, yet from the Most High. 

There is no good for® him that is bent on ° evil, 

Nor to him that giveth not alms gladly.’ 

Give to the godly man, 
_And help not the ® sinner. 

Do good to a lowly man, and ® give not to an ungodly one ;” 
Hold back his ™ bread, and give 2¢ not unto him, 

Lest he get the upper hand of ” thee thereby ; 

For thou ® shalt receive twice as much evil 

For all the good thou mayest have done * him.” 

For also the Most High hateth sinners, 

And will repay with punishment” the ungodly.’ 

Give unto the good, 

And help not the sinner. 

The * friend will not be punished * in prosperity, 

And the ** enemy will not” be hidden in adversity. 

In the prosperity of a man his enemies are in sorrow,” 
And ” in his adversity even the * friend will depart. 
10 Never trust thine enemy, 
For as the metal” rusteth, go 7* his wickedness. 


oa -_ WO dD 
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Vers. 1-6. — 1A. V.: When thou wilt ("Eav ed roujs), % So shalt thou. 8 the godly man. 4 shalt. 5 can no 
good come, (éorw ; Fritzsche adopts éorat from III. X. H. 23, 155. 157. 248. 258. 254. Co.) to, 6 is always occupied in 
(evdeAexigovte eis). 7 giveth no alms (7@ éAennootvyv — Co., éAennoovvys — nh XapiGouéve —Co., xwopiconévw. Bun- 
sen’s Bibelwerk, following Bretschneider, renders, And for him, who is not thankful for favors. The verb is used in 
the classics often with the accus. to denote doing a thing gladly. Of Hom., Od., xxiv. 283; Herod., i. 91). 8 a (To) 
9 well (ed; cf. ver. 1) unto him that is lowly (Fritzsche strikes out 7@ before tamewé, with IIT. x. H. 55. al.) and, 
10 the ungodly. 1 thy (cov, 23. 248. Co.). 12 overmaster. 18 else thou. 14 shalt have done (av mrouy A 
145 untohim. | omitsalso. 1% vengeance unto. 18 ungodly (H. 106. 248. 258. Co. add vAdooer (H. euvehdaee 
2 avrods els Nuepav éxdixyjoews airov. A. V.: And keepeth them against the mighty day of their punishment), 

Vers. 8-10. —19 A. V.: A. 20 cannot be known (éxdecnOjoerat ; éxBAyPjcerar, 155. 248. Co. ; IIl., the same, except 
in i oi as gel eg Ld j 106, 253., emeyywoOycera.; Old Lat., agnoscetur; ef. Com.). 21 an (6). ” 2a can- 
not (fut.). omits his. 24 will be grieved (év Avi). 25 But (kai). 26 a (0). 27 i (0 an 
marg. of A. V., brass ; cf. Com.) 38 on Hy i pi ae ae 
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And though? he humble himself, and go crouching, 


Take heed to thyself and beware of him, 
And thou wilt be with respect to? him as one who hath® wiped a lookingglass, 
And wilt * know that he covered not himself forever with rust.® 


12 Set him not by thee, 


Lest, having overthrown ° thee, he stand” in thy place ; 


Seat him not * at thy right hand, 
Lest he seek® thy seat, 


And thou at last find true my words, 


And have remorse over my sayings. 
13 


11 


Who will pity a charmer bitten by ” a serpent, 


And all those who ™ come nigh wild beasts ? 


14 
And mixeth in with © his sins.!® 


15 For awhile he will abide with thee, 


So none, him * that goeth to a sinner, 


And” if thou begin to fall,”* he will not tarry. 


16 


And the ® enemy speaketh sweetly with his lips,” 


And in his heart he is planning ™ to throw thee into a pit ; 
The enemy * will weep with his eyes, 


And * if he find opportunity, he will 
17 


not be satisfied with blood. 


If adversity meet * thee, thou wilt * find him there before thee ; ” 


And as though helping, he will trip thee up.¥ 


18 


He will shake his head, and clap his hands, 


And whisper * much, and change his countenance. 


Vers. 11-15. —1 A. V.: Though. 
lacks clearness). 3 if thou hadst. 
katiwoe ; see Com.). 
Katagtpéewpas). 7 stand up. 
remember (emtyveon). 


€ thou shalt. 


8 Neither let him sit. 


—68., with Ald., add mi deopetoers dis auapriav, ev yap Mud ovK GOwwbyoy ; cf. vii. 8). 
1 is defiled (marg., mingled) with him in. 


any such as. 14 one. 

18 fall (éxxaAtyys ; cf. Com.). 
Vers. 16-18. —19 A. V.: An. 

Kal €pet got Kada Acywv). 

6 éxOpés). % But. 


21 But. 
25 come upon (dravrjop). 


2 Yet take good heed (ériarynoov thy Wuxyv gov) .. - 
5 his rust hath not been altogether wiped away (ov« eis TéAos, 
6 when he hath overthrown (u} avarpéivas ; wy avaorpéWas, IIT. X. 155. 157. 308. ; 248. Co., ujmore 


. shalt be unto (literal, but it 


9 seek to take (H. 106. 248. Co. add AaBetv). 10 the last 


1. be pricked therewith (émi trav pnudtwv pov katavvyjon. Codd. Il. —in the upper margin 


12 that is bitten with. 
16 adds who will pity. 


10m 
7 But (Kat). 


20 lips (68. Ald., with II. in the lower margin, add kat moAAd yubvpice: (cf. ver. 18) 
22 imagineth how. 
26 shalt. 
MSS. ; text. rec. has éxet first ; III. 155. have it between the other two words). 


23 He (H, 248. 253. Co. Ald. Old Lat. Syr. Ar. omit 
27 find him there first (apdtepov cov éxet, with many 
28 though he pretend to help thee, 


yet shall he undermine (marg., supplant) thee. Gr., as Bondav imocxacer mrépav cov. Lit., ‘as one helping, he will 


trip up thy foot.’ See Com.). 


29 Whisper (lit., hiss, but used for malicious whisperings by Polyb.) 


Cuarter XII. 


Ver. 1. Cf. xx. 15, and the contrast in Rom. 
xii. 20. 

Ver. 2. See the quite different counsel of our 
Lord at Luke vi. 27 ff. 

Ver. 5. Hold back his bread. These words, 
as far as verse 7 inclusive, Bretschneider thinks 
must be a later addition, and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk 
agrees with him. The reasons given, however, 
are insufficient ; namely, that the same ideas are 
repeated, and that the rendering of the old trans- 
lations (Old Latin, Syriac, and Arabic) is con- 
fused. The repetition is obviously for emphasis ; 
while the variations in the old versions may be 
looked upon as attempts to soften somewhat the 
inexcusable harshness of the counsel given. The 
Syriac, for instance, instead of “ Hold back his 
bread,” has “Tntrust not to him thy weapons.” 
Luther also omitted verse 7. 

Ver. 6. Tots accBéow, the ungodly. This 
word has not simply a negative force, without god- 
liness, but positive, and represents one who in 
character and life is opposed to that which the 
fear of God would require. Cf. Wisd. iii. 10; iv. 
165 xix. 1. 

Ver. 8. Cf. Prov. xix. 4,7. It is not improb- 
able that the translator of our book misunder- 


stood his text at this point, since some such idea 
as be manifest, be known, seems to be required by 
the context, as the various readings show. If the 
text be retained as it is, however, and the trans- 
lation be punished adhered to, there could still be 
a passable sense obtained from the passage: A 
friend will not be punished in prosperity, i.e, a 
supposed friend, who is not really such, will give 
no occasion for punishment as long as one is 
prosperous. The latter clause of the following 
verse, in fact, gives support to this rendering. 
Linde, Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, and others render: 
“ Not in good fortune is the friend known.” 

Ver. 10. Iron (A. V.), xaAnds, rather bronze, 
though the word is not infrequently used in the 
later Greek poets for ofdnpos. Usually, however, 
the word yaAcds was applied to a mixture of cop- 
per and tin, answering to our bronze. As metal 
rusts, and is no more recognizable as such, so 
wickedness is concealed under a fair exterior. 
Or, as rust spoils the metal, so wickedness the 
man, —the ostensible, but not real, friend. 

Ver. 11. You will learn, if you are prudent, 
that he is always the same base man, and has 





only taken on a different guise. Cf. Prov. xxvi. 
24 ff.— As one who hath wiped a looking-glass, 
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etc. When the metallic mirror has been wiped 
clean, and the true image appears, that will be 
evident which was concealed before. The last 
clause of this verse Bunsen’s Bilelwerk translates : 
“ So wilt thou learn whether he is not rusted forever.” 
Fritzsche : “And find out that he covered not him- 
self to the end (always) with rust,” i. e., that he has 
not forever played false, since you have already 
discovered his hypocrisy. Gaab would prefer the 
reading of III., katlwra:, which would give, how- 
ever, much the same sense: ‘‘ And thou wilt find 
out that he is not altogether covered with rust,” 
z.é€., one can discover what his true inward condi- 
tion is. Linde renders the whole verse very 
loosely: “Thou art for him a polished mirror, 
Therefore he will not always show his rust,” and 
remarks: ‘‘ Wise reserve and watchfulness to- 
wards the enemy brings him at last to this, that 
he is obliged to conceal his blotches. But this 
purity is not natural, but forced, and therefore 
dangerous.” 

Ver. 12. At thy right hand. The place of honor. 

Ver. 13. There are even at the present day, 
in Egypt and India, persons who capture and 
train serpents for exhibition, They are some- 





times made to dance to the music of a flute. 
“At Bombay, in India, the celebration of the 
‘Feast of Snakes’ presents the extraordinary 
spectacle of some three hundred ‘charmers’ each 
wearing a basket with about twenty cobras, 
gathered in a Hindoo temple, when the creatures 
are fed with buffaloes’ milk furnished by the su- 
perstitious people. The men handle them with 
perfect unconcern.” — Van Lennep, Bible Lands, 
. 306. 

‘ Ver. 15. Begin to fall (ékxAivys). Fritzsche, 
with Gaab, would ‘translate by abbiegest (Heb. 
(MAD or 7 2), turnest aside, withdrawest from him, 
on the ground that the meaning to fall is improp- 
erly given to the word; but it is adopted for 
substance by Drusius, Luther, De Wette, Bret- 
schneider, Wahl, and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk. 

Ver. 16. With blood = with thy blood. 

Ver. 17. According to Fritzsche, the word 
imocxd(ew, as compound, is found only here. Cf. 
the LXX. at Jer. ix. 4, rrépyn mreputet. 

Ver. 18. For similar examples of the various _ 
tokens of diabolical joy, see xiii. 7; Job xvi. 4; 
Nah. iii. 19; Matt. xxvii. 39. 





CHAPTER XIII. 


1 He that toucheth pitch will + be defiled,? 
And he that hath fellowship with a proud man will become like * him. 
2 Burden not thyself above thy power,* 
And have no fellowship with a man® mightier and richer than thyself; 
What fellowship hath ° kettle with” earthen pot? ® 
This hitteth against, and that is shivered.® 
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A rich man doeth wrong, and he threateneth besides ; 
A poor man” is wronged, and he intreateth besides. 

If thou be for Azs profit, he will use thee ; 

And ** if thou have want, he will forsake thee. 

If thou have any thing, he will live with thee, 


Yea, he will empty thee,’ and he will not trouble himself.” 
6 If he have need of thee, so will he lead thee astray, 

And smile upon thee, and put thee in hope ; 

He will speak fine things to thee,” and say, What is thy need? ™ 
7 And he will shame thee by his feasts,” 

Until he hath emptied thee ” twice or thrice, 

And at last * he will laugh at thee.” 

Afterward, he will see thee, and * will forsake thee, 


And shake his head over thee. 


8 Beware lest * thou be led astray,” 
And brought low by * thy jollity. 


Vers. 1-8.—1A. V.: 
Tat). 
§ pot together. 
(hist. aor.). 
(xpoodenOycerar ; mpooamdnOyocrar, X. H. 248. Co.). 

Vers, 4-8. — 14 A. V.: But. 
oe; cf. ver. 7). 
(arorAavycer oe). 
food), 
24 laugh thee to scorn (cf. vii. 11; Judith xii. 12 
2 when he seeth.... he. 6 at thee .... that. 
1, €., made poor through excesses. 
thy simplicity). 


shall. 


19 speak thee fair. 


? defiled therewith (248. Co. Old Lat. add év airy). 
* power while thou livest (H. 248. Co. add év ¢w7j cov). 

® For if the one be smitten against the other, it shall be broken. 
u yet he threateneth withal (tpoceveBpyujoaro ; cf. Com.). 


1 have nothing (sorepyoys, fall behind, grow poorer). 
* be sorry for it (avrds od movecet, i. e., “ he himself will not care”). 
20 wantest thou. 
2 have drawn thee dry (aroxevéon oe; IIL. X, H. 157. 248. Co. Ald., amoxevdcer oe). 


8 shall be like unto (onowOyce- 
6 For how agree the. 7 and the. 
10 The rich man hath done 
18 he must intreat also. 


5 one that is. 
12 The poor. 


16 make thee bare (amoxevicet 
18 he will deceive thee 
*1 meats (Bpdacw, the abundance and variety of his 
23 the last. 


; Wisd. iv. 18. The expression is no longer well understood). 
27 not deceived (cf. ver, 6). 
The A. VY. notices the reading of the Vulgate, appooivy, having in the margin, by’ 


*8 brought down in (ramewwOyjs év, 
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9 If thou be invited of a mighty man, appear reluctant,’ 
And so much the more will he invite thee. 
10 Press thou not upon him, lest thou be put back, 
Stand not far off, lest thou be forgotten. 
11 Make it not a point to talk with him as an equal,” 
And trust*® not his many words ; 
For with much talking * will he tempt thee, 
And as a smiling friend he will search thee out.? 
12 Cruel is he who keepeth not a conversation to himself,® 
And will not spare injury" and bonds.® 
13 Look out for thyself,’ and take good heed, 
For thou goest about with thy fall.” 
15 Every animal ™ loveth its ” like, 
And every man his * neighbor. 
16 All flesh consorteth according to race,“ 
And a man will cleave to his like. 
17. What fellowship hath a* wolf with a lamb? 
So a” sinner with a godly man.’ 
18 What peace between a hyena and a” dog? 
And what peace between a rich and a poor man? 
19 Wild asses are lions’ prey in the wilderness ; 
So poor men are fodder of the rich.” 
20 An abomination to a proud man is a low estate; ¥ 
So a poor man is an abomination to a rich one.™ 
yal A rich man beginning to fall is held up by * friends; 
But one in low estate having fallen is given also a push by friends. 
22 Ifarich man hath slipped,” he hath many helpers; 
He speaketh things not to be spoken, and they * justify him ; 
A man in low estate™ slipped, and ® they reproached him besides ; ™ 
He spoke intelligently,” and no hearing was given him.” 
23. A* rich man speaketh, and all are* silent,” 
And®" what he saith, they extol * to the clouds ; 
A® poor man speaketh, and they “ say, Who is 4! this ? 
And if he stumble, they throw him down completely.” 
24 Riches are good to which attacheth * no sin, 
And poverty 7s evil in the mouth “ of an ungodly man.“ 
25 The heart of a man changeth his countenance, 


26, 


Vers. 9-14. —1 A. V.: withdraw thyself (sroxwpav yivov. It means obviously, Be reserved, Make as though thou art 
unwilling). 2 Affect not (un émexe ; cf. 1 Tim. iv. 16) to be made equal unto him in talk (ionyopetc@a: — to speak like, 
i. e., with the same freedom — per’ avtov ; cf. Com.). 3 believe. 4 communication (AaAcas). 5 And smiling 
upon thee (Kal as mpooycA@y) will get out thy secrets (éferdoet, text. rec.; III. X. OC. 55, 68..155. al. add ce, and it is 
received by Fritzsche ; H. 23. 106. 248. 253. Co. add to the verb ra KpymTa gov). 6 But cruelly he will lay up thy 
words (aveAejpwv 6 wh cvv™mpar (cf. Com.) Adyous. Gaab and Bretschneider join this to the preceding Fritzsche and 
Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, on the other hand, more properly begin with it a new sentence). 7 to do thee hurt (repli Kakd- 
cews ; 248. Co. add gov), 8 and to put thee in prison (simply decor, the preceding mepé having still force). 9 Observe 
(cvv7jpyoov ; has here its usual meaning, and that of ver. 12). 10 walkest in peril of thy overthrowing (mera 77s 
mrwcews). Codd. 106. 248. 253. Co. Old Lat. have an addition here appearing in the A. V. as: ‘‘ When thou hearest 
these things, awake in thy sleep. Love the Lord all thy life, And call upon him for thy salvation.’? Cod. II. also has 
the sign for an addition, but none is made). 
~ “Vers. 15-20. — 11 A. V.: beast (¢@or). 2 his. 13 man loveth his (248. Co. add ayar@). 14 kind (yévos). 
15 the. the. 17 the. 18 the godly. 19 agreement (cipyvy) is there between the hyena and a. 20 therich.... 
the poor. 21 4s the wild ass (plur.) is the lions’. 22 the rich eat up the poor (more forcible if rendered literally, 
vouat TAVTLWY WTWXOL). 23 As the proud hate (BséAvyna drepnhavy ; 248. Co., gen. plur. of latter) humility (tameu- 
vorns. The context seems to require the rendering given ; cf. ver. 21). 24 doth the rich abhor the poor. 

Vers. 21-25. —% A. V.: of his. 26 a poor man (rarewvos ; X. 248. Co., mrwxds) being down is thrust also away by 
his friends. 27 When a rich man is fallen (wAovaiov opadévros ; cf. the parallel). 28 yet men. 29 The poor man 
(rarevvés) slipt (it might be rendered as present, but as aorist it is not without force). ; 30 and yet. 81 yebuked him 
too (rpocemeTinyray, scolded, reproached besides). 32 spake wisely (avveotr ; amoppnra, in the parallel, might mean 
“ foolish things”). 83 could have no place (cf. Com.), 84 When a. 35 every man is. 86 holdeth his tongue. 
37 And look. 88 extol it. 39 But if the. 40 speak, they. 41 What fellow as. 42 will help to overthrow him 
(mpocavatpépovalv abrév, lit., overthrow him besides). 43 Riches... . unto him that hath (this rendering would be 
allowable, but does not so well suit the context, and does not offer so natural a grammatical construction : 0 mAovTos @, 
etc.). 44 mouth (Fritzsche receives orouare from III. X. H. 55. 106. al. ; text. ree., with II., crowacw). 45 the 


ungodly. 
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Be it to pleasure or sadness ; * j , 

A cheerful countenance is * token of a heart in * prosperity, 

And finding * out proverbs,° a wearisome labor of the mind.° 


26 


Vers. 25, 26.—1 A. V.: whether it be for good or evil (ééy Te eis ayaba éap eis kaka). Linde would render: nachdem er gut 
oder iibelgesinnt ist,” ‘‘ according as he is disposed to—i. e., aims at — good or evil.” But the reference is doubtless to 
the countenance, and the contrasted aya@os and xaxés may properly bear the figurative meaning given them. Codd. 
106. 248. 258. Co. add to this verse, cat ayabtver mpdowmoy év réper Kapdia OdAAovca. A. Y., ‘“* And a merry heart mak- 


4 the finding. 5 of parables (Cowra: the secondary 


meaning, sentence, — yviun — apothegm ; or mapoysta, proverb, seems more appropriate here. Cf. Luke iv. 23, mapa- 
Body, ‘* proverb ”’). 6 wearisome labour of the mind (S.aAoyuopol — duadoyromos, H. 23. 258. Co.— preva komov. Codd. 


eth a cheerful countenance ”’). 2 isa. 8 that is in. 


TIL. 106. 157. 254. 296. read xémwv, which is adopted by Fritzsche. 


The A. V. gives the sense correctly. Literally, it 


would be, “‘ thoughts — thinking — with pains,’ #. ¢., close, painful, wearisome thought). 


CuaptTer XIII. 


Ver.1. Cf. 1 Cor. xv. 33. There is a German 
proverb: “ Wer Pech angreift, der besudelt sich 
damit.” 

Ver. 2. The xv’rtpa was a cheap earthen pot, 
and seems often to have been employed in a fig- 
urative sense. Anuay xvrpats, for instance, meant 
to have swellings as big as kitchen pots in the 
corner of the eye. The word was also used for a 
kind of kiss, in which one person held the other 
by the ears as by handles. The AéByra, on the 
other hand, was a large-sized kettle of bronze or 
copper, and sometimes of very costly workman- 
ship. — This .... that. The Greek translator 
has used afrn in both instances. Grammatically, 
éxelyn was to have been expected in the latter 
clause. Probably 73 -+ ++ ii stood in the orig- 
inal text. 

Vers. 3-5. Juvenal (iii. 299), as cited by 
Fritzsche, has the following analogous thought : — 

“ Tabertas pauperis hac est : 


Pulsatus rogat et pugnis concisus adorat, 
Ut liceat paucis cum dentibus inde reverti.”” 


The Mishna also (Zr. Aboth, ii. 4) has a parallel 
passage: “Be prudent in your intercourse with 
the great! They are condescending towards 
men only for selfish reasons; they show them- 
selves friends when they can take advantage of 
it, but stand aloof in time of need.’ —Ipoceve- 
Bpiunoaro, threateneth besides. Fritzsche ren- 
ders “grumbles besides,” 7. e., as though some 
‘wrong had been done him. The Vulgate has 
Jremere. The word is Hellenistic only. 

Ver. 7. Feasts (Bpduacw). Properly victuals, 
_food, that he sets before him at the entertainments 
to which he invites him. —Emptied thee. Some 
suppose the meaning to be that the poor man be- 
comes impoverished by attempting to give similar 
rich feasts (Grotius, Bretschneider) ; others, that 
it comes through his, lending the supposed rich 
man money for such entertainments to which he 
himself is invited (Fritzsche, Bunsen’s Bibelwerk). 

Ver. 8. The warning seems to be directed 
against the blinding power of worldly pleasure. 

Ver. 10. Press thou not, wy gummre. — Lit., 
Fall not on or in. The idea of a thoughtless, 
reckless thrusting one’s self upon the notice of 
the great is contained in the verb. 

Ver. 11. “Ionyopeic@a, to speak like, 7. e., to 
speak with equal freedom. Its use seems to be 
confined to the LXX. “Ionyopla meant equal 
freedom of speech and opinion (Herod., y. 78), 
and was sometimes used, like icovoula, for equality 
in general, 








Ver. 12. Bunsen’s Bibelwerk gives a somewhat 
different turn to these words: ‘Cruel is he 
(against himself) who does not watch closely his 
words; he will not be spared ill treatment and 
bonds.” Fritzsche: “Cruel is he who does not 
keep words to himself,” 7. e., such as are spoken 
to him in confidence. Suvyrnpéy may certainly 
have the latter meaning, and it harmonizes well 
with the context. Cf. Polyb., xxxi. 6, 5. 

Ver. 13. In peril of thy overthrowing (A. V.). 
Lit., with thy overthrowing, full, as with an enemy 
who walks at thy side. Cf. Job xxxi: 5; Prov. 
xiii. 20. 

Vers. 15, 16. The same thought as in the 
proverb, ‘‘ Birds of a feather flock together,” 
common in many languages. Cf. Matt. x. 16, 
“sheep in the midst of wolves.” 

Ver. 19. Wild asses. See Job xxxix. 5. 
“The ancient kings of Nineveh hunted the animal 
as a pastime ; so do the Persian nobility of our 
day. Olearus states that he saw no fewer than 
thirty-two wild asses slain in one day by the Shah 
of Persia and his court, the bodies of which were 
sent to the royal kitchens at. _Ispahan. The fleet- 
ness of this animal is such, however, that no 
mounted horsemen can hope to overtake it, and 
the only successful modes of hunting it are by 
means of hounds, or of relays which successively 
take up the chase as the game passes by, as de- 
scribed by Xenophon (Anab., i. 5).”” — Van Lennep, 
Bible Lands, p. 228. 

Ver.22, No hearing was given him, obk é540n 
ait téros. Lit., There was not given him place, 
i. e., no opportunity to excuse himself, no hearing. 
He is condemned without a hearing, though he is 
able to give an intelligent ground for his conduct. 
The rich man, on the other hand, has only foolish 
excuses. Cf. Text. Notes. 

Ver. 24. The thought is a very appropriate 
one as qualifying and limiting what has gone 
before. It is not all the rich who are to be placed 
in the category of those previously described, 
but the rich who are without the chastening, 
restraining, and guiding influence of a living 
faith in God. On the other hand, it is sinners 
who condemn poverty outright, which is not with- 
out its prizes and its pleasures, 

Ver. 26. The writer contrasts the cheerful, 
happy countenance of a person free from care 
with that of one who labors severely with the 
mind. Grotius, aptly ; “ Jnventio sententiarum labo- 
riosa est cogitatio, i.e., serie meditationis index, 
vultus severior, frons caperata, adducta supercilia, 
oculi quieti, gence stantes, os tacitum.” 
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CuapTter XIV. 


— 


BieEsseEp ¢s the man that hath not offended in his speech,? 
And is not pricked with grief for sins.” 
Blessed zs he whose conscience hath not condemned him, 
And who is not fallen from his hope.® 
Riches are not comely for a niggard, 
And of what use is money to an envious man ? 4 
He that gathereth by stinting himself,’ gathereth for others, 
And others will fare sumptuously ° on his goods. 
He that is evil to himself, to whom will he be good ? 
And he will take no 7 pleasure in his money.® 
There is none worse than he that envieth ® himself, 
And this 7s a récompense of his baseness.” 
And if he doeth good, he doeth it in forgetfulness ; # 
And at last he showeth out his baseness.” 
Base is he that hath an envious eye ; “ 
He turneth away Ais face, and overlooketh the needy.” 
A covetous man’s eye is not satisfied with a1* portion ; 
And base injustice “ drieth up the * soul. 
A penurious ” eye envieth its * bread, 
And hath want at its *! table. 
My son, according to what thou hast * do good to thyself, 
And give the Lord proportionate offerings.” 
Remember that death will not be long in coming, 
And that the covenant of Hades ™ is not showed unto thee. 
Do good unto thy friend * before thou die, 
And according to thy ability stretch out thy hand and give to him. 
Do not miss a * good day, 
And let not participation in a proper enjoyment escape ™ thee, 
Wilt * thou not leave the fruits of thy toil to * another, 
And thy labors to be divided by lot? 
Give, and take, and beguile ® thy soul, 
For there is no seeking of dainties in Hades. 
All flesh groweth ® old as a garment ; 
For the covenant * from the beginning 7s, Thou shalt surely die.™ 
18 As green leaves *® on a densely covered tree, 
Some fall, while others” grow: 
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Vers. 1-6. —1A. V.: slipt with his mouth. (It is more common now to speak of a “slip of the tongue.’? But here 
blasphemous, calumnious, or corrupting words are meant.) 2 with the multitude of sins (for Avy, 248. Co. read 
wAyGer. The A. V. notices the alternative reading in the margin, Or, sorrow. Fritzsche reads cyuapriav, instead of 
the sing., with III. X. H. 55. 155. 157. 248. Co.) 3 hope in the Lord (28. 106. 248. 253. Co. add ris émt Kupiov). 
4 And what should an envious (used in the sense of “‘ grudging” here, and in the context) man do with money (av@paimw 
Backdve ivati xpyjpara). 5 by defrauding his own soul (see Com.). 6 That (kat. ... érepor) shall spend his goods 
riotously (the word “riot ” in this sense is obsolescent). 7 He (cai) shall not take. 8 goods (xpjwara, which I 
render as rendered in ver. 38). 9 enyieth (cf. rem. at ver. 3). 10 wickedness (cf. ver. 7). 

Vers. 7-12. —11A. V.: unwillingly (év Aj@y ; 248. Co., ov éxav ; Old Lat., ignoranter et non wolens). 12 the last 
he will declare (éxaiver ; 55. 248. 254. Co. and X., by a corrector, have the fut.). 2 wickedness (kakiav, whose mean- 

“ing is limited by the context). 144 The envious man hath a wicked eye (7ovnpos 6 Backaivev — 248. Co. add iSety — 
OpOadue). 15 despiseth men (iepopav yuxas, i.e., needy souls, the poor). 16 his. 3 17 the iniquity of the wicked 
(adukia movype ; 248. Co., rovnpod for the latter). 18 his (23. 248. Co. Old Lat. add adroo) soul. e A wicked (mevapes, 
but colored in its méaning by the context). 20 envieth his. 21 he is a niggard (eAAum7s) at his a render by its 
to correspond with the first member). 22 thy pe te exns)- ia 23 Piel offering (rpoopopds ... . a£tus, t. €., 

i rthy of thy prosperous circumstances). the grave (cf. ver. 16). 

apd. 18-18. ales A. ae : ‘ity friend (the pronoun is wanting, and we might have expected ital. in the A. V., which is 
go particular to write thy hand in the next line). 26 Defraud not thyself of the (Ha ovarepHons — do not come too 
late). 27 not the part (used in the sense of participation) of a good desire (emeBupiias, here, what is desired, an enjoy- 
ment) overpass. 28 Shalt. 29 thy travails (3évovs) unto. 50 sanctify (amérqoov } aylagov, 106. 248. 253. — Co. 
Ald. ; Old Lat., justifica ; Grotius would read ayarycov, but the common text is right as it stands. See Com.). the 
grave (I transfer the Greek word here, as in all such cases). : 32 waxeth (otherwise than as eee to eee scouts 
lescent). 33 covenant (S.a67jxy, but used here apparently in much the same sense as our word pais : )e be- 
ginning (am’ ai@vos) ..- - die the death. 35 of the green leaves (sing., but used collectively). ; thick (Sacéos) 
tree. 37 and some (dAAqa dé, with pév in the previous clause. Fritzsche makes both verbs transitive.) 
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So also’ the generation of flesh and blood, | 
The one cometh to an end, while? another is born. 


19 Every corruptible work ° consumeth away, 
And the worker thereof will pass away with it.* 
20 Blessed 7s the man that doth meditate on® wisdom, 
And that discourseth about it in his sagacity ; ° 
21. Who’ considereth her ways in his heart, 
And pondereth over her ® secrets. 
22 Go out® after her as one that traceth. 
And lie in wait in her ways. 
23 He prieth in at ” her windows, 
And hearkeneth at the posts of her doors.4 
24 He dwelleth very ” near her house, 
And driveth his tent-pin * in her walls. 
25 He pitcheth “ his tent nigh unto her, 
And dwelleth in a dwelling * where good things are. 
26 He putteth * his children under her protection,” 
And lodgeth * under her branches, 
27 ~—~*By her he is” covered from heat, 


And he dwelleth in her glory.” 


Ver. 18. —1 A. V.: is (The same critic adopts xat from III. X. C. H. 106. 155. 157. 248. 296. 307. Co., which is not 
found in the teat. rec.). 2QOne ... . and (6é, corresponding to mév). ; 

Vers. 19-23. —8 A. V.: Every work rotteth and (wav épyov onréuevor). 4 shall go withal (uer’ avrod areAevcerat). 
5 good things in (reAeuTjce. Fritzsche adopts wederjoee from 106. 248. 258. Co. Old. Lat.; H. 106. 248. 258. Co. add kadd). 
6 yeasoneth of holy things (ScadcxOjoerar ; H. 23. 248. 258. Co. add éy:a) by his understanding (Bretschneider and Wahl, 
render as the A. V. But the Greek seems to be a rendering of 2 VDJ = say something, discourse through, or in). 
7 He that (6. Itisa continuation of the previous thought). 8 Shall also have understanding (évvonPycerat) in her. ~ 
9 Go (e&eAGe). 10 He that prieth (bows down beside in order to look through) in at. 11 Shall also hearken at her 
doors (émi TOv Oupwpatwy avThs). 

Vers. 24-26.—12 A. V.: that doth lodge (6 xaraAvwy ; ef. abAvaOjcerar, ver. 26). 18 Shall also fasten a pin (see 
Com.). 4 shall pitch. 15 shall lodge in a lodging. 16 shall set. 17 shelter. 18 shall lodge. 19 shall be. 
20 in her glory shall he dwell (for consistency’s sake, I put all these verbs in the present, although in some instances 
the future, which stands in the text, would haye equal force. But it is rather a fact than a promise that is meant). 


CuarTeR XIV. 


Ver. 1. ’Ev orduart (é€v yAéoon, xxv.8). So] Ver. 9. It is remarkable how much is imputed 


Jas. iii. 2: “If any man offend not in word, the 
same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the 
whole body.” 

Ver. 2. Whose conscience (vxf) hath not 
condemned him. Cf. 1 John iii. 21, where we 
find kapdla: “ Beloved, if our heart condemn us 
not,” ete. 

Ver. 3. To an envious man, Rackdve. It is 
not easy to give to this word here and in the 
following verses the exact shade of meaning re- 
quired. Luther translates in the present instance, 
a stingy dog. Fritzsche supposes that it repre- 


sents the Hebrew 75) D7, “evil eye.” The verb 


in the sense of to bewitch, to fascinate, which occurs 
not uncommonly, is usually constructed with the 
accusative (cf. Gal. ili.1); in the sense of to envy, 
with the dative. See Winer, p. 223. In the case 
before us, the word seems to mean, to be penurious, 
stingy, to grudge one’s self or others anything, as 
in verse sixth. What should a man that is close 
and stingy do with property? He cannot get 
any enjoyment out of it. 

Ver. 4. By stinting himself. Lit., from him- 
self, ard Tis Wuxijs avroo. 


Ver. 5. Evil, wovnpés. Here in the sense of 
hard. 
Ver. 6. Cf. Prov. xi. 17. 


Ver. 8. The “evil” of the eye, 7. e., the base- 
ness of the man, in this case is explained: it does 
not see (overlooks, brepopdy) cases of need. 


to the eye in the Old Testament: (1.) All the 
various emotions that are expressed through it, 
as lofty eyes (Ps. xviii. 27) ; low eyes (Job xxii. 29). 
(2.) They are used for the person, the presence 
of any one (Gen. xxiii. 10). (3.) They are put 
for one’s judgment, opinion, as wise in his own 
eyes (Proy. iii. 7). (4.) The expression, to set the 
eye upon one, is used for showing kindness (Gen. 
xliv. 21); also, as a token of disfavor (Am. ix. 4). 
(5.) We have also the expression: to be eyes for 
another, i. e., to lead them. — ’Adiucla movnpd, base 
injustice. The words obviously refer to the 
natural result of covetousness, which is injustice 
and wrong-doing. Bunsen’s Brbelwerk, with De 
Wette, renders by evil appetites, which seems less 
appropriate. 

Ver. 10. Envieth its bread, 7.e., he be- 
grudges the expense of even the most necessary 
things that come to his table. ( 

Vers. 11,12. The Talmud has a proverb (Tr. 
PANY, fol. 53), which agrees in part with the 
present one, and which Zunz, with others, thinks 
may have been derived from it. But it is doubted 
by Gutmann. The proverb is as follows : “ My son, 
if thou hast the means, da well by thyself. For 
in the underworld there is no pleasure, and death 
tarries not. If thou sayest, however, ‘I will 
leave to my sons and daughters their support,’ 
how will you know in the underworld 2 [whether 
they make a right use of the we The 
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children of men are like the plants of the field: 
some flourish, others perish.” 

Ver. 14. A good day. A day of feasting and 
rejoicing. Cf. Esth. ix. 19.— Do not miss. The 
word a&puorepeiy means, literally, to come too late. 
And so Wahl’s Clavis, s.v.: serius veniens de- 
JSraudo me aliqua re. Fritzsche, however, thinks 
that it was used in the later times actively, with 
the sense let want, withhold, and would render: 
Withdraw not thyself from a good day. 

Ver. 15. The sense is plain. Cf. Ps. xxxix. 
6, “He heapeth up riches, and knoweth not who 
shall gather them.” 

Ver. 16. Give and take. Luther: “ Give 
willingly, so wilt thou again receive. Some such 
idea may be contained in the passage. Of two 
imperatives, the second has often the force of a 
future. Cf. for the thought, Luke vi. 38,— 
*Andtnoov, beguile. The word contains both the 
idea of deception and amusement. The meaning 
of the author seems to be, in general: There is 
no sense in denying one’s self all right enjoy- 
ments through penurious habits; for if one’s 
money is not put to good use during his lifetime, 


when will it be? — Seeking of dainties, (nrjcat 
tpvonv. The graye.is no place for physical enjoy- 
ments. Cf. the language of the Preacher, Eccles. 
ix. 10. 

Ver. 17. Cf., for the covenant referred to, 
Gen. ii. 17, iii. 19; and for a figure similar to the 
one used, Ps, cii. 26. 

Ver. 18. Cf. Homer, J/., vi. 146 ff., xxi. 464 ff 
—Flesh and blood. Cremer (Lezx., under aiua) 
thinks that that which is characteristic of the 
cdpé, the alienation of human nature from what 
is higher, spiritual, divine, is hinted at in this 
ease. Bretschneider (Com., in loc.) calls atten- 
tion to the fact that the figure here employed is 
the more apt, for the reason that trees in a trop- 
ical climate are referred to: “ Recordentur hic 
lectores, quod arbores in terris tropicis plerumque 
nova jam gignant folia tum priora marcescunt, 
novosque flores producant, cum fruges maturant.”’ 

Ver. 24. Tdooados is a wooden pin, but here 
clearly tent-pin, I). The meaning is that he 
will get so close to wisdom that his own tent-pin, 
as it were, will pierce the walls of her tent. 





CHAPTER XY. 
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For she is far from pride, 
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He that feareth the Lord will do this," 
And he that holdeth fast to ? the law shall obtain her. 
And as a mother shall she meet him, 
And receive him as a virgin wife.* 
With bread of insight * shall she feed him, 
And give him water * of wisdom to drink. 
He shall support himself ® upon her, and shall not give way,’ 
And shall rely upon her, and shall not be made ashamed.® 
And ® she shall exalt him above his neighbors, 
‘And in the midst of the congregation shall she open his mouth. 
Joy ® and a crown of gladness, 
And an everlasting name shall he inherit." 
Foolish # men shall not attain unto her, 
And sinners shall not see her. 


And liars will not be mindful of * her. 
Praise 7s not seemly in the mouth of a sinner, 


For he ® was not sent from ** the Lord. 


_ 
oO 


For praise shall be uttered in wisdom, 


And the Lord will prosper it. 


_ 
— 


Say not thou, Through the Lord I 1 fell away, 


For thou oughtest not to do what 8 he hateth. 


12 


Say not thou, He himself led me astray, 


For he hath no need of a sinful * man. 


Vers. 1-4. —1A. V.: do good (abr ; ard, 23. 106. 248. 253. Co.). 
3 a wife married of a virgin (yuvy mapGevias, i. e., a wife who is a 


248. Co., éy- ydoews ; 23. 253., eiAndas yvooww). 
virgin ; ef. Com.). 
(xAv6j). 8 confounded. 

Vers. 6-12. — 9 A. V.: omits And. 


4 the bread of understanding (aprov cuvécews). 


10 He shall find joy (at the end of the line, IIT. H. 106. 248. Co. add evpycer). 


2 hath the knowledge of (6 éyxparis Tod vomov 5 


5 the water. 6 be stayed. 7 be moved 


11 she 


shall cause him (avrdv is added by 248. Co.; ef. Com.) to inherit an everlasting name (tezt. rec., dvoya, aidveov ; Fritzsche | 


receives aiavos from III. X. C. 28. 155. 157. 248. 253. Co.). 


liars (dvSpes Wetorar, best expressed by the one word “ liars 
alvos, was supposed to be a possible rendering of wr, but more likely of 


16 sent him (abrd is added by H. 106. 
19 hath caused me to err (avrés we érddvycev ; Emdacer, 55. 106. 248. 254. 296. 807. Co.).... the 


(marg., ‘ A parable,” tnOay 
15 it (so marg. ; see Com.). 
18 the things that. 
sinful. 


12 But (Kal, 248. 253. Co.) foolish. 
») cannot remember (ov wi pvncOjcovrac). 


18 men that are 
14 Praise 
7m). 


248. Co.) of. 17 Jt is through .... that L. 
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13 The Lord hateth every abomination, 
And they that fear him * love it not. 
14 He himself made man from the beginning, 
And left him to his free choice ;* 
15 If thou wilt, thou shalt keep * the commandments ; 
And to act with fidelity is matter of liking.* 
16 He hath set fire and water before thee, 
Thou shalt stretch forth ® thy hand to which ever ° thou wilt. 
17. Before man ?s life and death, 
And which ever he” liketh shall be given him. 
18 For the wisdom of the Lord 7s great, 
And he ¢s mighty in power, and beholdeth all things ; 
19 And his eyes ave upon them that fear him, 
And he knoweth every work of a man.® 
20 He commanded not one to be godless,* 


And he gave not one” license to sin. 


Vers. 13-15. —1 A. V.: all abomination .... fear God. 


2 in the hand of his counsel (Fritzsche refers the pronoun 


to God, but it makes better sense to suppose that man is meant, ‘left him in the power, under the control, of his free 


will.” So Wahl, and Bunsen’‘s Bibelwerk) 
254., cvvrnpijcat; Vulg., si volueris mandata servare). 


8 to keep (cvvtypycers ; X., by a corrector, ovvtypyce ; 55. 157. 253. 
4 to perform (orjoar; 106., rocjoers) acceptable faithfulness 


(riotw 1. evdoxias, éori, being understood. Bunsen’s Bibelwerk renders, “If thou wilt keep the commandments, And 


practice well-pleasing honesty ’’). 


Vers. 16-20. —5 A. V. : Stretch forth (ékrevets ; H. 248. Co. Old Lat. read Exrevvov). 


to which place, where the fire is, or, where the water is). 
better so rendered, on account of the connection). 


6 unto whether (od ear, @. e., 


7 whether him (8 éav evdoxyjon). 8 of man (sing., and 


9 hath ....no man to do wickedly (ovx, — om. by 23. 106. 165. 


248. al.—....ovdevri dceBew). 1° Neither hath he given any man. 
CuapTEeR XV. 
Ver. 1. Will do this, namely, what had just 


been spoken of,— zealously pursue wisdom. — 
Holdeth fast to (éyxparhs), adheres to, and obeys 
tts precepts. 

Ver. 2. Asa mother. Cf. Is. lxvi. 13.— A vir- 
gin wife. The Vulgate renders by “wxar a vir- 
ginitate”’ (cf. Prov. ii.17). Grotius: “uzxor, quam 
quis virginem duit.” Wahl: “ virgo immaculata.” 

Ver. 3. Cf. Is. xliv. 3; Jno. iv. 14, vi. 27. 

Ver. 6. The subject of caraxAnpovoujoe is not 
wisdom, but the God-fearing. Our translators, 
with Grotius, make wisdom the subject, and are 
obliged therefore to give the verb a causative 
sense, corresponding to the Hiphil in Hebrew. 
On the idea of everlasting name, cf. Is. lvi. 5; Lxiii. 
12. 

Ver. 7. Not see her, 7. e., not even see her, 
much less attain unto her. 

Ver. 8. Humility is a necessary prerequisite 
to the attainment of wisdom. The Bible abounds 
in passages which show that meekness and lowli- 
ness of mind are an indispensable condition to 
mental and spiritual progress, Cf., among others, 
Parcixg 2, x. 17, RV wor, Kee Gy OV. Ie 
czxxvil. 63 1 Cor.-ii. 18 siphe ive 2. Phe 
Talmud also says (Zr. OYTO, fol. 66, cited by 
Gutmann) : “ He who lifts himself up with pride, 
though he be wise, his wisdom will depart from 
him; and, if he be a prophet, the gift of prophecy 
will forsake him.” 





Ver. 9. He was not sent. In other words, 
was not commissioned (ameotdAn). With Gaab, I 
have given this word the sense indicated (Heb., 


mw), see Ex. iy. 13) as best suited to the con- 


text. The sinner has no commission to sing 
God’s praises, i. e., as a sinner. 

Ver. 11. Cf. Jas. i. 13, 14: “ Let no man say 
when he is tempted, I am tempted of God.” 

Ver. 12. God has no need of a sinner; hence 
he makes no man sin, so as to employ him in evil 
things. 

Ver. 15. ’Edy O€Ans, ovvtnpices évTodas, rat 
lori twoiqoa evdonias. The translation which I 
have given of this verse above seems to bring it 
into better harmony with the context, and at the 
same time to preserve the parallelism. A period 
is placed after verse 14 by Fritzsche. We should 
have expected to find wlotw eddonlas together, if 
they were intended to be read together. Cf. 
mov miotes, he that dealeth truly, of the LXX., 
at Prov. xii. 22. 

Ver. 16. Fire and water, used figuratively 
for two things that are precisely opposite. 

Vers. 17-20. Our author’s doctrine of the will 
is worthy of notice. Cf. on the general subject, 
Professor Shedd, The Doctrine of Original Sin 
(Essays, Andover, Draper, 1859, pp. 218 ff.); 
also, Dr. Marsh’s introduction to Coleridge’s 
Works (Harper & Brothers, New York, 1853, 
vol. 1, p. 87 ff.). 


Cuarrer XVI. 


1 DesirE not a multitude of unprofitable children, 
Nor have joy over ? ungodly sons. 


Ver. 1.—1A.V.: Neither delight in (uySe—teat, rec. omits dé, but it is found in III. X. 55. al.—eddpatvov éri). 
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2 Though they multiply, have not joy over * them, 
~~ Except the fear of the Lord be with them. 
Trust not thou in their life, 
And do not rely on their place ;? 
For one is ® better than a thousand, 
And to die childless 4 than to have ungodly children ;° 
For by one that hath understanding shall a city be peopled,° 
But a race of transgressors shall die out.’ 
Many such things have I seen with mine eyes, 
And mine ear hath heard greater * things than these. 
In a convocation of sinners ® shall a fire be kindled, 
And in a rebellious nation wrath is set on fire. 
He was not pacified respecting" the old giants, 
Who fell away in their strength. 
He spared not the people where Lot sojourned,” 
Whom he abhorred * for their pride. 
He pitied not a nation devoted to destruction, 
Who were taken away ” in their sins ; 
And so 1° six hundred thousand footmen, 
Who were gathered together in the hardness of their hearts. 
11 Andif there be one stiffnecked,” 
It is a8 marvel if this one ® escape unpunished ; 
For mercy and wrath are with him ; 
He is mighty to forgive,” also“ to pour out wrath ;™ 
12. As his mercy is great, so is his correction also ; 
He judgeth “ a man according to his works. 
13  A™ sinner shall not escape with Ais spoil,” 
And the hope * of the godly shall not be unfulfilled.” 
14. He will make room” for every mercy ;” 
Every ® man shall receive * according to his works. 
17 Say not thou, I will hide myself from the Lord ; 
And who from above will be mindful of ® me ? 
I shall not be thought of * among so many » people ; 
For what am I in the immeasurable creation ?*° 
18 Behold, the heaven, and the heaven of heaven,” 
The deep, and the earth, are shaken at his visitation. 


SO ay G& Su (Ss) 


_ 
qo & 


Vers. 2-5.—1A. V.: rejoice not in. 2 Neither respect their multitude (kai wh émexe emt Tov Témov —7d TAHOos, IIT. X, 
23. al. Co. — adTav). 8 that is just is (to eis, 248. Co. add Sixasos ; Old Lat., wnus timens Deum. *The addition is correct 
{f understood as a gloss; but by making it, the beauty of the style, which consists in suggesting the thought without 
clearly stating it, is marred ; ef. ver. 4). 4 better it is to die without children. 5 them that are ungodly. 6 the 
city be replenished (ovvoxiadycetar modus ; ef. following). 7 the kindred (marg., tribe ; Gr., @vAy, but probably for 


TITaWwN, a tribe, clan, family, and also, a whole race) of the wicked (avéuwv; aocBav, 248. Co.) shall speedily (év 


TaXEL is added by 106. 248. Co.) become desolate (lit., but not clear, or true to the context). 8 greater (see Com.). 

Vers. 6-12. —9 A. V.: the congregation (cvvaywyf, but here in the sense of gathering, or, as given) of the ungodly 
(Guaprwonorv). 10 towards (7ept). 1 the strength of their foolishness (77s appoovyys are inserted in H. 106. 248. Co. 
before avTa@v). 12 Neither spared he the place where Lot sojourned (maporkias Adr. Lit., Lot’s sojourning ; but the 
context shows that the people of Sodom are meant. See Com.). 18 But abhorred them. 14 the people of perdition 
(€@vos azwaAcias. It means either a nation worthy of destruction, or a nation devoted to destruction. I adopt the latter, 
with Wahl and Fritzsche ; cf. Com.). 15 taken away (€&nppévous ; others render, rose up, rebelled, but this meaning 
is uncommon in the LXX.). 16 Nor the (cai ovtws ; ef. Com.). 17 stiffnecked among the people (248. Co. add év 
Aas). 18 ts, 19 he (rodrTo, emphatic). 20 mighty to forgive (lit., Lord of appeasings, atonements). 21 and. 
22 displeasure (dpy7v)- 23 judgeth (Fritzsche adopts the fut. from 55. 106. 248. al.). 

Vers. 13-19. — #4 A. V.: The. 25 spoils (Fritzsche adopts sing. from IIT. X. 23. 55. 155. al.). 26 patience (7. e., 
the result of patience, and what is hoped for; cf. Com.). 27 frustrate (lit., remain behind). 28 make way (moin- 
cov, — for moujoet — 248. Co.). 29 work of mercy (€Aequoovy. As a human yirtue, it is usually so rendered ; but 
here the mercy of God is meant). 30 For (106. 248. Co. have ydp after €xagros) every. 81 find (lit., but not clear). 
32 works (A. V. adds, on the authority of 106. 248. Co. Syr. Ar., the words: “The Lord hardened Pharaoh, that he 
should not know him, That his powerful works might be known to the world. His mercy 7s manifest to every creature ; 
And he hath separated his light from the darkness with an adamant). 83 Shall (Fritzsche receives kai from III. X. 
23. 106. 155. al.) any remember me from above. 34 not be remembered (ov py yvwoOG; Fritzsche receives this verb 
in place of pvno0a, from III. X. H. 93. 106, 155. al. Old Lat. Syr. Ar.). $5 so many (wAciow). —-#® is my soul among 
such an infinite number of creatures (év auerpyty kTiget). 37 heavens (Fritzsche strikes out 70d Qcod, as wanting in 
IfI. X. and almost all the MSS, It is found, however, in II.). 38 earth and all that therein is (so H. 106. 248. Co. Old 
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19 The mountains also! and the ? foundations of the earth 
Tremble with fear when he ® looketh upon them. 
20 And the heart thinketh not upon these things ;* 
And who considereth ® his ways? 
21. Even asa tempest which no man seeth," 
So the most ® of his works are hid. 
22 Who will announce the works of his justice?® or who await them? ~ 
For the goal is afar off.” 
23 He that wanteth understanding thinketh this ; ” 
And a foolish and erring man thinketh foolish things.” 
24 My son, hearken unto me, and learn experience, 
And mark my words with thy heart. 
25 I make known well-considered instruction, 
And announce experience with exactness. + 
26 According to the determination of the Lord are his works 15 from the beginning ; 
And from the time he made them, he divided” the parts thereof. 
27 He garnished” his works for ever, 
And the ® chief of them throughout their generations.” 
They neither hunger,” nor are weary, ; 
And cease not from their offices.” 
28 None of them crowdeth his neighbor,* 
And they never ** disobey his word. 
29 And™* after this the Lord looked upon the earth, 
And filled it with his blessings. 
80 With every kind of living creature ** he covered the face thereof ; 


And unto it is their return.” 


Lat.), Shall'be moved when he shall visit. 1 also (dua, but better rendered here by “‘ also’). 2 omits the, 


3 Shall be shaken [together] with trembling (lit., but by metonymy tpduos is put for that which causes it), when the 
Lord (H. Co. add kvpuor). 


Vers. 20-28.—4 A. V.: No heart can think upon these things worthily (a&iws is found in 248. Co.). 5 is able to 
conceive (the verbs are fut. in this and the preceding sentence, but with a general import). 6 It ts (kad is stricken 
out in H. 248. Go. I have rendered freely, for the sake of clearness, and to bring out the comparison). 7 cam see. 


8 For (d¢) the most part. 9 can declare the works of his justice (épya Sixavocdvns — 106. 248. Co. Old Lat. add avrod — 


ris avayyecAci, ¢. €., his retributive justice. So speaks a disbeliever). 1 can endure them (vmopevet for Map 3 ef. Job 


vii. 2). 11 his covenant is (cf. Com.) afar off (A. V. adds on the authority of H. 106. 248. Co., ‘‘ And the trial of all 
things ts in the end ’’). 12 will think upon vain things (Svavoeira: ravTa). 18 foolish man erring imagineth follies 
(avnp abpwv Kat mavamevos Stavoetrar mwpd). 

Vers. 24-80. — 14 A. V.: knowledge (émuorjunv. It seems to refer, as the connection suggests, to what the writer him- 
self has gained by his study and travels). 15 T will show forth doctrine in weight, And declare his knowledge (H. 
106, 248. Co. add avrod after érurrjynv) exactly. The works of the Lord are done in judgment (év xpice: kupiov —i. e., as 
the Lord has decided —7aépyaaitov). 16 disposed (duéorecAc for bhi mot 5 dvéoredAAev is found in II. X. Ald. ; ef. Gen. 


T6:)2 17 garnished (ékédcuyoev. Others would prefer the rendering, ordered, arranged). 18 in his hand are the 
(so 106.248. Co.). 19 unto all generations (cis yeveds adr ; the last authorities mentioned, with H., eis yeveas yeveav. 
Fritzsche renders, ‘* from generation to generation *’), 20 labour (éretvacar). 21 nor cease, 22 works (épywv, 
but clearly used in the sense of special duties, offices). 23 hindereth (€€@Aupev, so Fritzsche from IIT. X. 28. 55. 106. 
155. al. Co. ; text. rec., e0Aupev) another. 24 shall never (fut., but the thought is general). 25 omits And. 
26 With all manner of living things (Wuxy — text. rec., Wuxyv— mavrds gov) hath. 27 they shall return into it 
again. 


Cuarter XVI. 


principle announced in Ps. lv. 23, that the un- 
godly “shall not live out half their days.” 

Ver. 5. Greater things, i.e., worse things, which 
he goes on in the following verse to specify. 


Ver. 6. Convocation, assembly, bap, cf. Numb. 
Sigs * 7 


Ver. 1. Unprofitable. It is meant that they 
are unprofitable in as far as they do not fear God. 
It was generally regarded by the Jews as a great 
blessing to have many children. The childless 
were looked upon as particularly unfortunate. | 
The patriarchal system fostered this idea, as well 


4 the customary habits of life and thought in the 
ast. 

Ver. 3. Rely upon their place, as though 
they would permanently occupy it.— For one. 
One that fears God is doubtless meant. 
A. V. has supplied this idea, but without suffi- 
cient MS. authority. 

Ver. 4. The assertion made is based on the 





xi. 1; Ps. xxviii. 21. 


Ver. 7. The old giants. Cf. Gen. vi. 2; 
Wisdom, xiv. 6; Bar. iii. 26 ;'3 Mace. ii. 4. The 


_ subject of the verb is God, Jehovah, and is prob- 
e 


ably omitted out of superstitious reverence. —In 
their strength, 7. ¢., through confidence in their 
strength. The Vulgate has confidentes sue vir- 
tute. : 
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Ver. 8. Wapotxias. The abstract is used for 
the concrete” The people are meant, as the sec- 
ond clause shows. The idea of the destruction of 
the cities of the plain seems*first to have entered 
the author’s mind, and then he thought of the 
inhabitants. Cf. Ezek. xvi. 49, where the pride 
of the Sodomites is assigned as one of the rea- 
sons for their overthrow. See 3 Mace. ii. 5. 

Ver. 9. It is not clear who are here meant. 
Some think of the Sodomites; others, of the 
Egyptians that were drowned in the Red Sea; 
and still others of the Canaanites. But it is most 
likely that the Egyptians are intended, as the 
following verse seems to speak of those who fell 
in the wilderness during the forty years of wan- 
dering. 

Ver. 10. And so. The words, he showed not 
mercy towards, are to be understood; 7. e., the 
force of the verb from the preceding verse is to be 
brought along, the two verses being connected 
simply by a semicolon, _ 

Ver. 11. God does not overlook individuals. 
He deals with great multitudes of people, but as 
composed of individuals. And if he did not 
spare the 600,000, much less would he spare the 
single person who sinned. 


Ver. 13. Hope. It is probable that MMA, 
(1) thread, (2) perseverance, hope, stood in the 


original, This word is ordinarily translated in 
the LXX. by Srouovh. Cf. Wisd. ii. 14. . 

Ver. 14. He will make room for every 
mercy, namely, on his own part. Still, men 
were not on that account to expect that justice 
towards individuals would be overlooked. 

Vers. 17, 18. The later Jews held to the 
doctrine of a number of different heavens, one 
above another. Cf. Deut. x. 14; 1 Kings viii. 
27; 3 Macc. 11. F53 2 Cor. xii. 2..—Fritzsche, 
however, thinks that the ‘present expression, 
“heaven of heaven,’ simply refers to heaven 
taken as a whole. 

Ver. 22. Goal. The Greek word is d:a64xn, 
covenant. But the idea is that the determination, 
reaching of results, the award of justice, is afar 
off. The covenant is referred to, therefore, in 
its aims, — especially in its aim to punish all 
departures from it. 

Ver. 23. Thinketh this. They will think the 
day of retribution far off, and so go on sinning. 

Ver. 27. The chief of them, ras apxas a’tar. 
Probably the heayenly bodies are meant. 

Ver. 29. Blessings, ayadav. —“ Frumento, vite, 
olea, rebusque aliis ad vitam aut necessariis aut 
utilibus.’ Grotius. 

Ver. 30. Cf. Gen. iii. 19, “For dust thou art, 
and unto dust shalt thou return.” 


CuapteR XVII. 


rary 


Tue Lord created man of earth,1 


And turned him back ? into it again. 


ao Nn Dm - CO DH 


He gave them a number of ® days, and a definite time,* 
And he gave them ® power over the things which are on it.° 
He endued them with strength like himself,’ 

And made them according to his own * image. 

He put? the fear of him” upon all flesh, 

And gave him dominion over beasts and fowls." 

Free will,” and a tongue, and eyes, 

Ears, and a heart gave he them to consider.” 

He * filled them with intelligent insight,” 

And shewed them good and evil. 

He set his eye upon” their hearts, 


That he might shew them the greatness of his works.” 


10 


And they shall praise iis holy name, 


That they may celebrate the great things of his works.'* 


Vers. 1-5.—1 A. V.: the earth. 


therein. 


2 omits back (améotpeev). 
5 omits he gave them (éSwxev avrots ; omitted by 106., and the whole line by 68. Ald.). 
7 py themselves (MSS., xa6’ éavrovs. I adopt Fritzsche’s conjecture, xaO? éavrov ; cf. Com.). 


3 them few (cf. Com.). 4 short time (Kapov). 
6 power also over the things 
8 omits 
® And put (Fritzsche strikes out 


own (text. rec., avrod ; Fritzsche adopts éavrod from III. X. 28. 106. 157. 296. 807.). 
the xaé before é@yxe, as III. X. H. 23. 55. al. Old Lat.). 10 of man (marg., of him). 11 fowls (H. 248. Co. have an ad- 
dition appearing in the A. V. as ver.5: They received (preceded, in the authorities mentioned, by év bporopare) the wse 
of the five operations of the Lord, And in the sixth place he imparted them understanding, And in the seventh, speech, 
an interpreter of the cogitations thereof). 

Vers. 6-10. —12 A. V.: Counsel (d:aBovAvov. I render with Wahl, and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk; cf. xv. 14). 13 under- 
stand (évavoetcGar). 14 Withal he. 15 with the knowledge of understanding (emorqunv ovvéoews. Fritzsche ren- 
ders, einsichtsvoller Kenntniss, knowledge full of insight ; Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, intelligent insight). 16 upon. (Others Tone 
der by in, i. e., gave them some of his own knowledge, power of sight ; ef. Com.) 47 works (H. 55. 106. 248. 254. Co. 
add here what appears in the A. V. as ver. 9: He gave them to glory in his marvellous acts forever, That they might 
declare his works with understanding (vver@s; ovveroi, H. 106.). Then follows, as ver. 10, And they (A.V., the elect, 
éxAexrot, with the above authorities) shall praise his (248. Co. add avrov) holy name). : 18 works. (‘This member, as 
will be noticed, was placed before the last in the A. V., and with the variation just noticed ; ef. Com.) 
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11 He! gave them knowledge besides,” 
And gave a law ® of life for an heritage. 
12 He established? an everlasting covenant with them, 
And shewed them his ordinances.° - 
13 Their eyes saw the greatness ° of his glory, 
And their ear” heard his ® glorious voice. 
14 And he said unto them, Beware of every ® unrighteousness ;_ 
And he gave every man commandments ” concerning his neighbor. 
15 Their ways are ever before him, 
They 1 shall not be hid from his eyes. 
17 He appointed a ruler for every nation,” 
And Israel is the Lord’s portion. 
19  All”® their works are as the sun before him, 
And his eyes are continually upon their ways. 
20 Their unrighteous deeds are not “ hid from him, 
And all their sins are before the Lord.”® 
22 A man’s almsdoing is” as a signet with him, 
And he will keep a man’s good deeds as the apple of the eye.” 
23 Afterward he will rise up and reward them, 
And render their recompense upon their heads. 
24 But unto them that repent, he granteth return,” 
And comforteth those whose confidence faileth.” 
25 Return unto the Lord, and forsake thy sins, 
Make thy prayer before h/s face, and lessen thy offence.” 
26 Turn again to the Most High, and turn away from unrighteousness,” 
And hate thou abomination vehemently. 
27. Who will” praise the Most High in Hades,™ 
Instead of them who * live and give praise ? 7° 
28 Praise” perisheth from the dead, as from one who is no more; * 
The living and sound ™ shall praise the Lord. 
29 How great zs the loving kindness © of the Lord,* 
And fis compassion ® unto such as turn unto him !* 
30s For all things cannot be in men, 
Because the son of man 7s not immortal. 
31 What 7s brighter than the sun? and this groweth dark ;* 
And an evil man taketh flesh and blood in consideration.® 
32 He vieweth the power of the height of heaven ; 
And men, all, are * earth and ashes. 


Vers. 11-18. —1A. V.: Beside this he. 2 omits besides. 8 And the law. 4 made. 5 judgments (xpiuara for 
Daw). 6 majesty (weyaActov). T ears. 8 his (avrav, text. rec. ; Fritzsche adopts sing. from X. C. H. 
23. 155. al. Syr. Ar.). 9 all. 10 commandment (évere(Aaro, the decalogue is meant). i And. eyes. (The 
verses 16, 17, 18, I have stricken out as appearing, with variations, only in H. 106. 248. Co. They are as follows: 
Every man from his youth is given to evil; Neither could they make to themselves fleshy hearts for stony. For in the 
division of the nations of the whole earth He set a ruler over every people ; But Israel is the Lord’s portion (cf. ver. 17, 
in the text): Whom, being Ais first born, he nourisheth with discipline, And giving Aim the light of his love doth not 
forsake him.) .. . . people. : 

Vers. 19-24. —13 A. V.: Therefore (106, inserts dcort) all. 14 None of their... . are. 15 But. 16 Lord (106. 
248. Co. add what appears in A. V. as ver. 21: But the Lord being gracious, and knowing his workmanship, Neither 
left nor forsook them, but spared them). 17 The alms of a man is (éAennocivy avdpds ; in the following member, xdpw 
avOpurrov). 18 the good deeds of man... . of the eye (the words in ital. are implied in kopyv. A. V. adds, And give 
repentance to his sons and daughters. It is found in H. 106. 248. Co.). 19 he granted them (Gnomic aorist ; cf. 
Buttmann, p. 201) return. 2 comforted... . that fail im patience (jmonovqy, cf. ii. 14; xvi. 3). 

Vers. 25-32. — 21 A. V.: and offend less (marg., lessen thy offence, which agrees better with the Greek, opixpuvor 
mpoaKompa). 2 iniquity (dduccas. A. V. adds, on the authority of H. 106. 248. Co., For he will lead thee out of dark- 
ness into the light of health). 23 shall. 24 the grave. 25 Instead of them which. 26 thanks (av@omoAéynow = 
in Polyb., (1.) @ mutual agreement ; (2.) an open free confession). *” Thanksgiving (see preceding note). 28 from one 
that is not (uySé ovros). 29 sound in heart (77 kapdia are added in H. 248. Co.) 30 loving kindness (¢Acymoovvn 
pity, mercy). 81 Lord our God (106. 248. Co. add Gcod juor). 32 compassion (€£tAacps, i. e., readiness to be con- 
ciliated). 33 him in holiness (106. 248. Co. add daiws after avrév). 24 yet the light thereof faileth (kai rodro 
éxAciret). 35 And flesh and blood will imagine evil (rovnpds évOvpnOyjcerat odpxa kal aiwa. I render with Fritzsche. 
For rovypés IIT. 106. 155. 254. 296, Ald. 807. read the accus. of the same; IIT. C. 55. 106. 254. 296. 807. Ald. have also 
odpé for odpxa. A corrector in II., moreover, has adopted these readings, and in the margin of that M8. some one 
has written, Kat rovypov évOupjoerat cépé kal aiua, which would give the rendering, And [or, And so] flesh and blood 
have consideration for [go after] what is evil. The more difficult reading is far more likely to be the original one) 
36 all men are but (ot avOpwroe mavres). 
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Ver. 2, ‘Hugpas dpiduod. Not a few days, as 
usually interpreted, but, as the following clause 
shows, a certain number of days. The idea of 
few is of course included. Cf. xxvi. 1, xxxvii. 
25, xli. 13; Job xiv. 5. 

Ver. 3. Like himself, kad’ éavro’s. This 
doubtless refers to God, and not to man, and 
stands for kar’ eixéva avtod. Cf. the Hebrew at 
Gen. i. 26, where the plural is used. 

Ver. 5. Grotius thinks this verse was orig- 
inally a gloss from the hand of some Stoic, since 
they believed that, besides the five senses, men 
had received also two others, — judgment and 
reason. 

Ver. 6. Free will, Sia8ovAov. Fritzsche ren- 

ders by Ueberlegung, deliberation, reflection; De 
Wette, by Willkiir, absolute will; Linde, by Ur- 
theilskraft, power of judgment ; Wahl, freier Wille, 
free will; Luther, Vernunft, reason; and Gut- 
mann, by Linsieht, insight, discernment. At xv. 14, 
we have translated it “choice,” and it may have 
that meaning here. — To consider, 7. e., that he 
might be able to weigh, understand, and judge. 
_ Ver. 8. Set his eye upon their hearts. Ac- 
cording to Fritzsche these words mean : He placed 
the eye (figuratively used for capacity) for ob- 
servation and judgment in their hearts, to the 
end that He might show them, as intelligent be- 
ings, the greatness of His works. Grotius, Gaab, 
Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, and others. explain that He 
(God) directed His own eye (in the way of caring 
and providing properly for them) upon the hearts 
(understandings) of men, for the same purpose, 
—to make them capable of appreciating His 
works. 

Ver. 10. The force of %va, which is found at 
the beginning of the second clause, some critics 
think should be extended over the first also. But 
it is unnecessary. They celebrate His works in 
their praises. Bretschneider, in his text of our 
book, has changed the order of the two clauses, 
and is followed by De Wette and Bunsen’s Bibel- 
werk. Cf. Text. Notes. 

Ver. 11. law of life, i. e., the law whose ob- 
servance leads to life, the Mosaic law. The words 
are spoken from a Jewish stand-point. 

Ver. 14. Beware of every unrighteousness. 
This might possibly relate, as Grotius thinks, not- 
withstanding the objections of Fritzsche, to the 
first table of the Law, as the following clause evi- 
dently refers to the second table. 

Ver. 17. Appointed a ruler (jyoUpevov) over 
every people. The later criticism supposes that 








by this Greek word an angel is meant — Fritzsche 
so renders —in accordance with the prevailing 
view of the Jews at this time, that every nation 
had its guardian angel. See Riehm’s Hand- 
worterbuch, ii. p. 881; and cf. LXX. at Deut. 
xxxii. 8,9; Is. xxiv. 21, 22; Dan. x. 13, 20, 21. 
Sometimes they are called “ gods,” asin Is. xlvi. 
1,2; Jer. xlviii. 7, xlix. 3. 

Ver. 22. The writer had said that men’s sins 
were known to God; here he declares that their 
virtues are also known. But his idea of virtue is 
a very limited and vitiated one. It is represented 
by éAenuootvn (cf. iii. 30) and xd¢pis — which sig- 
nifies here much the same thing — which, accord- 
ing to the degenerated meaning of the words at 
that time, our translators have perhaps properly 
rendered by “alms” or “almsgiving.” But it 1s 
easy to see that we are here in the very midst of 
the moral current whose result was the substitu- 
tion of “alms-giving” for “righteousness,” — 
the outward act for the inward feeling. Cf. re- 
marks at iii. 30, and in the Introduction to Tobit. 
—Asasignet. The signet ring was the dearest 
treasure to the Hebrew, — something that he 
wore continually. It was suspended from the 
neck by a string, or fastened upon the arm. In 
Solomon’s Song (viii. 6) we read: “O lay me as 
the signet ring on thy heart, as the signet ring on 
thy arm!” Cf. Rawlinson, Ancient Mon.,i. 93 fe 
264, 383; ii. 566; iii. 226, 342. 

Ver. 23. The reference is not to the same 
persons as in verse 17, but to their opposites, — 
sinners. 

Ver. 24. Meravoodcow, to them that repent. 
It is noticeable that this word is used here to de- 
note a moral change (cf. xlviii. 15; Wisd. v. 3) ; 
while in the LXX. this idea is usually expressed 
by émorpépenv. 

Ver. 27. The idea is: “ Comply with these 
admonitions at once, for,” —. 

Ver. 30. He “ knoweth our frame.” 
the reason he is merciful. 

Ver. 31. Tovnpds evOuunOhoerar odpra rab aia. 
Supposing this to be the correct form of the text, 
the meaning seems to be that as the sun becomes 
dark, so man morally; he is too much influ- 
enced by flesh and blood, and too little by the 
eternal realities. Cf. Gal. i. 16: “I conferred 
not with flesh and blood.” 

Ver. 32. The contrast between the sun and 
man is here emphasized: The one watches over 
the host of high heaven, the other is but earth 
and ashes. 


That is 





CHaptrer XVIII. 


1 He that liveth for ever created all things without exception 3A 


2 The Lord only is righteous.” 


Vers 1,2.—1A. V. 


: things in general (kowf. It would be possible to render in the same manner 063, or some such 


word, being understood ; but it is probable that the Greek stands for a Hebrew word meaning all together, i. e., without 


exception; cf. Com. Codd. 55. 254., év Ady Kal rager). 
the A. Y. as the second member of ver. 2 and as ver. 3: 


2 righteous (H. 106. 248. Co. have an addition appearing in 
And there is none other but he, Who governeth the world with 


the palm of his hand, And all things obey his will: For he as the king of all, by his power Dividing holy things among 


them from profane). 
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To none gave he power to make known fully * his works, 
And who will trace out his mighty ? acts ? 
Who will measure ® the strength of his majesty ? 
And who will besides, set forth * his mercies ? 
One cannot take from, or add to, 
Neither can he trace out, the wonderful things of the Lord.® 
When a man is ® done, then he beginneth ; 
And when he leaveth off, then is he in doubt." 
What 7s man, and whereto serveth he? 
What ¢s his good, and what ¢s his evil ? 
The number of a man’s days 
Are many if an hundred years.® 
10 Asa drop of water from ® the sea, and a grain of sand,” 
So a few years in the day ™ of eternity. 
11 Therefore is the Lord ” patient with them, 
And poureth out * his mercy upon them. 
12 He saw and perceived that their end is “ evil, 
Therefore he increased his compassion.” 
13 The mercy of a man 7s toward his neighbor, 
But the mercy of the Lord ¢s toward” all flesh ; 
He reproveth, and disciplineth, and teacheth, 
And bringeth back,” as a shepherd his flock. 
14 He hath mercy on them that receive discipline, 
And that hasten to his ordinances. 
15 My son, give not blame with * thy good deeds, 
And with any gift, bitter words.” 
16 Doth not the dew give relief from the east wind ? # 
So ¢s a word better than a gift. 
17 Lo, ¢s not a word above a good gift? * 
And * both are with a gracious man. 
18 =A fool will upbraid ungraciously,* 
And a gift of the envious maketh weeping eyes.™ 
19 Learn before thou speak, 
And take care of thyself before thou art sick,” 
20 Before judgment examine thyself, 
And in the hour” of visitation thou shalt find reconciliation.” 
21° Humble thyself before thou art ™ sick, 
And in the time of sins show repentance. 
22 Be not hindered from paying a* vow in due time, 
And defer not until death to be justified. 
23 Before making a vow, prove * thyself, 
And be not as one that tempteth the Lord. 


Oo © 8 @ ote 


Vers. 4-7.—1 A. V.: whom (ovGevé; H. 106. 248. Co., rive) hath he given power (ééeroincev. As intransitive, to be 
sufficient. Fritzsche gives it the force of concessit, verstattete er ; Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, gewiihrt er es) to declare. 2 shall 
find out his noble. § shall number (e€apiOunoera. It means to nwmber — cf. Ley. xiii. 15 ; Job xxxi. 4— and also 
to reckon up, and so determine, measure, which meaning the context here demands). + shall also tell out (spoeiiaee 
exdunyjoacbar). 5 As for the wondrous works of the Lord, there may be nothing taken from them, Neither may any- 
thing be put unto them, Neither can the ground of them be found out. 6 hath. 7 then he shall be doubtful 

Vers. 8-11. —® A. V.: at the most ave an hundred years (70AAa ety éxardv; others render, Is a hundred, if heecr 
are many). ® unto (azo) 10 a gravel stone in comparison of the sand (Whos aupov). 1 s0 area thoneuy (for 
oriya, 106. 248. Co. Syr. Ar. read yiAa. Cf. Ps. xc. 4) to the days (C. 248. Co. have plur.), 2 is God (xvpios) patient 
18 poureth forth (&éxeev 5 248., duaxéer ; Co., Suaxécer). : 

Vers. 12-16.—14 A. V.: perceived their end to be (lit., their end, Or movnpa). 15 multiplied (érAjGuve) his compas- 
sion (é&Aacpor, 7. e., the compassion that is easily reconciled, forgives ; cf. ver. 20). 16 of man .... upon (éri, i.e 

strictly, it extendeth over, includes). 1 nurtureth (radevwv. In the next verse waidelav is rendered discigtinay “ie 
again. 18 diligently seek after his judgments (kpiuara. Cf. xvii. 12 7 RN): 1° blemish not. 20 N either use 
ae when thou givest any thing. "1 Shall... . asswage (dvaratoer) the heat (kavowva, ef. Judith 

Vers. 17-21.—*2 A. V.: better than (imép) a gift (Séua aya8dv ; 106., wav ayaddv; A. V. read éya6s). 23 But. 
*4 churlishly (axapiorws, and I have rendered to correspond with the rendering of keyaperwuév — Luke i. 28, “ hi hl. : 
favored *? — in the preceding line), 25 consumeth the (é«rjKer, melts out, wastes away, i. e., here, by sept . 
26 Use physick (@epamevov) or ever thou be sick. 27 day (pa). °8 mercy (é&tAacpor), 29 ee : o 

Vers, 22-27.-—39 A. V.: Let nothing hinder thee to pay thy. 81 thou prayest (ctgacGat, i. e., to make a vow, and 
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24. Think upon the wrath on the day of death, 
And the time of retribution,? when he shall turn away his face. 
25 In time of plenty, think of * the time of hunger, 
And in days of wealth, of * poverty and need. 
26 Between morning and evening ® the time is changed, 
And all things are soon otherwise ® before the Lord. 
27. A wise man will be cautious’ in every thing, 
And in days of sinning he will beware of mistakes.® 
28 Every sagacious man*® knoweth wisdom, 
And will give praise unto him that finds ?° her. 
29 ‘Those sagacious in proverbs are also themselves wise, 
And pour “ forth exquisite parables. 
30 Go not after thy lusts, 
And restrain ” thyself from thine appetites. 
31 If thou allowest thy soul to have pleasure in appetite, 
She will make thee a laughingstock to thine enemies.¥ 
82 Take not pleasure in great luxury,” 
And be not tied to her entertainments. 
33 


Become not’ a beggar by banqueting upon borrowing, 


And when?" thou hast nothing in thy purse. 


here, to God) prepare. 


used for death in the classics. Cf. Thucyd., ii. 44). 


punishment ; but here the context seems to require a stronger word). 
Fucpats, IIT. 55. 254. — rAnoporys) remember (ujoOyt, but cf. previous verse). 


5 From the morning until the evening. 
Ojoetar, have a care, be cautious). 8 the day .... 
A. Y. as: But a fool will not observe time). 

Vers. 28-33. —9 A. V.: Every man of understanding. 


1 that shall be at the end (lit., in the days of the end, reAcurijs. 


6 soon done (raxuva, quick, i. e., here, to change). 


10 found, 


The last word is often 
It is often properly rendered by 
8 When thou hast enough (év carpd — ev 
* thou art rich, think upon. 


7 will fear (evAaBy- 


2 vengeance (éxducjoews. 


offence (7Anupedrcias, H. 106. 248. Co. add what appears in the 


11 They that were of understanding in sayings 


became also wise themselves, And poured. (The next section, which begins with ver. 30, has for a heading, "Eyxpdreva 


wiyys, marg. of A. V., Temperance of soul.) 
érOuuias; 248. Co., émtOvpiay evdoxias aitis)..- 
14 much good cheer (70AAq Tpvd7y). 


(cat). 
and be talked on; only 248. Co. add Aadnrds). 


2 But refrain. 
. enemies that malign thee (248. Oo. add ot Backavodai ge). 
15 Neither be... 
248. 254. Co. read cvpBodrjs preceded by mpocdenOjjs ; cuuBovars, 248. Co.). 
18 purse (H. 106. 248. Co. add what appears in the A. V. as: For thou shalt lie in wait for thine own life, 


12 givest thy soul the desires that please her (evSoxiav 


. the expence thereof (cvuBodrp aris ; ITI. C. 28. 155. 157. 
16 Be not made (uy yivov). 17 When 


Cuaprer XVIII. 


Ver. 1. Koy. The word probably represents 
yan, one with another, i. e., altogether, and so 


all, without exception. 

Ver. 4. "EfayyeiAat. This verb means here 
more than simply declare, publish. It is publish 
completely (Biel: plene et plane), to tell to the end. 
Fritzsche adopts e&xvetoe: from III. X. C. 253. 
307.; teat. rec., with II., eixvdoe. The former 
occurs at vi. 27, xlii. 18; while the latter, which 
is an impure form, is not elsewhere found in the 
present book or in the LXX. : Weis 

Ver.5. Strength of his majesty. His majestic, 
great might. Of., for the use of éapiOuew, the LXX. 
at Ps. xe. 12, cxxxix. 18; also, Polyb., i. 13, 6. 
Jt means literally to count throughout, and is 
used in Herodotus (vii. 59, 60) for the enumera- 
tion ofan army. Cf. Text. Notes. 

Ver.7. ‘When aman is done, then he begin- 
neth, When he has come to the end of his abil- 
ity to do it, or when he thinks that he has at last 
finished, he has but just begun.—Jn doubt, in 
perplexity, which way to turn (H. adds wd6ev fret), 
Cf. Job xi. 7-9; Ps. viii. 4. 

Ver. 8. What is his good, and what is his 
evil? What is meant under the term good is 
shown by that which immediately follows, — life 
and its blessings. 

Ver. 13. Cf. Matt. v. 45, 46. 

Ver. 15. Bitter words, A’anv Adywr, or bitter- 


ness through thy words. Cf. Jas.i. 5: “ God, that 
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not.” 
See also in the present book, xi. 31. 

Ver. 16. Katowv is frequently used in the 


LXX. to translate DY} the burning east wind. 


—A word, i.e¢.,afriendly word. It is better to 
speak a friendly, comforting word to the unfortu- 
nate and miserable, than to give them something 
and at the same time upbraid them. 

Ver.17. Lo! idov. The attention is especially 
called to the fact just mentioned, which is also 
now repeated. — With a gracious man, and char- 
acteristic of such a man. He both gives and 
speaks kindly. 


‘* Not that which we give, but what we share,— 
for the gift without the giver is bare.’’ 
J.B. Lowell in Sir Launfal. 


Ver. 18. Maketh weeping eyes, on account of 
the smallness of the gift and the spirit of the 
giver. 

Ver. 19. One does not often use medicine be- 


fore he is sick. It is better therefore to take 
Qeparevov in its first sense of do service, namely, 
for thyself, take care of thyself. 

Ver. 20, Before judgment, before God visits 
you in judgment. See 1 Cor. xi. 31: “For if we 
would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.” 
"Evy é&pg émickomys, in the hour of visitation. 
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The latter word is found only once outside of 
patristic and Biblical Greek (Lucian, Dial.’ Deor., 
xx. 8), émioxeyis being employed instead of it. 


It blends here the two ideas of guardianship and 
reproof. 
Ver. 21. Become sick, i. ¢., as the punishment 


of sin. —In the time of sins = when thou hast 
sinned. Drusius understood it differently : “ Quo 
tempore publica peccata vigent inter homines.” And 
others (Luther, De Wette, Wahl): “in the time 
when (on account of youthful appetites) thou 
canst sin.” 

Ver. 22. Defer not until death to be justi- 
fied. The meaning seems to be: “ Do not wait 
to pay thy vow until death shall absolve thee from 
it, or rather make it an eternal debt. 

Ver.24. The day of death. One has enough 
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to think of at the hour of death without being 
obliged to think of unfulfilled vows. 

Ver. 26. The time is changed, meraBdddet 
xapés. The idea is: One’s fortunes may change 
at any moment with the changing times. *‘ T’em- 
pora mutantur, nos mutamur in ilis.” 

Ver. 27. Days of sinning = when sinning isin 
vogue. Cf. verse 21. Others (Bunsen’s Bibel- 
werk) : “in the day of the punishment of sin.” 

Ver. 32. Tpocde6fs cupBoary avris, tied to her 
entertainments, 7.e., Do not become so used to 
such a mode of life as not easily to get free. 
— SupBoah, coming together, meeting ; also, a meal, 
entertainment. It is used also in the classics in the 
latter sense. SvuBoral were the contributions 
made to a common meal. 





CHAPTER XIX. 


_ 


A LABORING man given ? to drunkenness shall not be rich ; 


He? that contemneth small things shall fall by little and little. 


oo vw 


Wine and women will make men of understanding to fall away; 
And he that cleaveth to harlots will be most reckless.® 
Maggots ¢ and worms shall have him as ® heritage, 


Yea, a reckless ® man shall be taken away. 


Never repeat a conversation,” 


Ge =6O5 - coW SS 5 Ou 


a 


He that is hasty to give credit 7s light-minded ; 
And he that so sinneth will commit an error against himself.” 
He who ® taketh pleasure in babbling ® shall be condemned, 
And he that hateth it 1 shall have less evil. 


And thou shalt fare never the worse. 

Whether it be to friend or foe, relate it not,” 

And if it be possible without sin,” reveal it ‘* not. 

For he heareth thee and is on his guard against * thee, 
And at the right time he will show his hatred of thee."® 
Tf” thou hast heard something 


8 let it die with thee ; 


Be not alarmed,” it will not burst thee. 


a 
— 


A fool travaileth with a secret,” 


As the mother ™ in labor with ” a child. 


12 
So a secret in a fool’s mind. 


18 Question * a friend, it may 


An arrow stuck in the flesh of the thigh,” 


be he did it not ; 


And if he did something,” that he do it > no more. 


Vers. 1-4.—1A. V.: that ts given. 
(cf. Com.). 5 to. 6 And a bold man (WvxH ToAunpa). 
just mentioned is meant) shall offend against his own soul. 

Vers. 6-8. —8 A. V.: Whoso. 
258., movnpia ; 248. Co., emt caxoeéia ; Old Lat., iniquitate. 


the first of ver. 6, But he that resisteth pleasures crowneth his life. 
10 babbling (see Com.). 


strife, derived from Codd. H. 248. Co.): 
unto thee (uydérore Sevtepdoys Adyov ; cf. Com.). 


2 And (248. Co. bave cat) he. 


3 become impudent (see Com.). 4 Moths 
7 that sinneth (the context shows that the particular sin 


9 in wickedness (xapé{q, preceded by 6 evppacvduevos ; 55. 254. read hadecs 23. 106. 


Cf. Com. In A. V., follows as the last mem. of ver. 5 and 


He that can rule Ais tongue shall live without 
11 Rehearse not unto another that which is told 


12 talk not of other men’s lives (uy Simyod ; H. 248. Co. add Bious 


&AAoTplovs ; Old Lat., sensum tuum. Fritasche strikes out the év before éx$pé, as wanting in III. X. O. H. 106. 155. 157. 
248. 253. 254. 807. Co. A. V. has has in the marg., of friend or foe). * : ; 


Vers. 9-138.— 13 A. V.: thou canst without offence (see Com.). 


and better rendered here by the present). 
hate (uconoer ; 248. Co., pece?. 
but with the sense given, 7. ¢., a conversation, a secret). 
20 a word. 21 a woman (7 Tikrovea). 22 of. 

oapkés). 
(édey£or, i. e., examine, question). 

rector, 23. 155. al. 248. Co. — érotyae). 


20 hath not done tt. 
28 it, 


14 them. 15 heard and observed (Gnomie aorist, 


16 when time cometh (év xatpa, i. e., when he finds opportunity) he will 
I have adopted the marginal reading of A. V.) thee. : 


UT ye 18 a word (Adyor, 
19 And be bold (@dpcer ; 248. Co., kat ebOapays yivov). 


28 As an arrow sticketh in a man’s thigh (BéAus memnyos & 4} 
. ree : . Gunes iy 
4 is a word within a fool’s belly (literal, but the meaning is obviously as given above). jf a 


bvio 25 Admonish 
27 have done it (et 71 —it is omitted by X. through a cor- 
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14 Question thy neighbor,’ it may be he said it not ;? 
~ And if he hath said it,® that he do it not again.* 
15 Question 4a friend, for many times it is a slander, 
And believe not every report.® 
16 Many a one maketh a slip and it is not matter of purpose ; q 
And who hath not sinned ® with his tongue ? ; 
17 Question ® thy neighbor before thou threatenest,” 
And" give place to the law of the Most High. 
20 All wisdom is the fear of the Lord ;¥ 
And in all wisdom is the keeping of the law.¥ 
22 And a knowledge of evil * is not wisdom, 
And the counsel of sinners is not ** prudence. 
23 + There is a cleverness,” and it is ® an abomination ; 
And there is a fool wanting in wisdom.” 
24 Better one weak in insight and God-fearing, 
Than one abounding in prudence and a transgressor of the law.” 
25 ‘There is an exquisite cleverness,” and it 7s” unjust ; 
And there is one who perverteth right to get a verdict.¥ 
26 Many an evil doer is bowed down in sadness,” 
And inwardly he 7s full of deceit. 
27. ‘He carrieth a long face and is half deaf; *° 
Where he is not perceived,” he will take thee by surprise.” 
28 And though” for want of power he be hindered from sinning, 
If ® he find * opportunity he will do evil. 
29 A man will be known by his appearance,” 
And one that hath understanding, by the expression of his countenance.¥ 
380 <A man’s attire, and excessive laughter, 
And a man’s * gait, shew what he is. 


Vers. 14-19. —1 A. V.: Admonish thy friend (Fritzsche adopts rov mAnolov from X. CG. 28. 157. al. Old Lat. Syr. Ar. ; 
text. rec., Tov pidov). 2 hath not said 7¢. 3 have (eipyKerv). 4 speak it not again (uy Sevtepwop). 5 Admon- 
ish. € tale (Acyw). 7 There is one that slippeth in his speech (€orw dAtcOaivwv ; H. 106. 248. Co., ds ovK wALcOnoev 
and add (106., év) Adye ; Old Lat., lingua), but not from Ais heart (kal ov« amd Wux7s). 8 is he that hath not offended. 
9 Admonish. 10 thou threaten him. 11 And not being angry (H. 248. Co., yuvduevos duvyrys, t. ¢., duvnvis. The 
same authorities add what appears in A. V. — vers. 18, 19 — as: The fear of the Lord is the first step to be accepted of 
him, And wisdom obtaineth his love. The knowledge of the commandments of the Lord is the doctrine of life: And 
they that do things that please him shall receive the fruit of the tree of immortality). 

Vers. 20-24.—12.A V-.: The fear of the Lord is all wisdom (raca copia, the subject ; ef. Com.). 13 performance 
(xoinats) of the law (H. 248. Co. add what appears in the A. V. as the last member of ver. 20, and as ver. 21: And the 
knowledge of his omnipotency. Ifa servant say to his master, I will not do as it pleaseth thee, Though afterward he 
do it, he angereth him that nourisheth him). 1 The (cat, omitted by H. 157. 248. 308. Co.) .. . . wickedness (ovmpias, 
here, apparently, evil in general; cf. Rom. xvi. 19). 15 Neither at any time (Fritzsche strikes out dmov before BovAn, 
as wanting in III. X. C. H. 106. 155. 157. 254. 807. 308.) 16 omits is not. 17 wickedness (7avovpyla is received by 
Fritzsche, with Grabe, Bretschneider, and others, from 28. 258.; text. rec., wovnpia. The context seems to require it). 
18 the same (avy ; 55. 106. 248. al. Co., ai77). 19 wisdom (cf. Com.). 20 He that hath small understanding, and 
feareth God, is better Than one that hath much wisdom and transgresseth the law of the most High (for rapaBatvev 
vopov, 248. Co. have tapaBatvovros vouy.a. DYiorov),. 

Vers. 25-30. —21 A. V.: subtilty (wavovpyia; cf. ver. 23). 22 the same 7s. 23 that turneth aside to make judg- 
ment appear (seeCom. A. V. adds from 106. 248.) Co., And there is a wise man that justifieth in judgment). 24 There 
is a wicked man that hangeth down his head sadly (marg., in black ; cf. Com.). % But. 26 Casting down his coun- 
tenance and making as if he heard not (ef. Com.). 27 known (Sov ovK éreyvisaOy ; 248. Co., ob éay évy.). 28 do 
thee a mischief before thou be aware (pof@ace ge; H. reads for this verb Kaxomojcet ; 248. Co. add to the clause 
KaKoTroLngat). 29 if (cf. following member). 30 Yet when. 31 findeth. 82 man may be known by his look 
(dd dpacews, here general appearance). 33 by his countenance, when thou meetest him (ad amavtjcews mpoowdrov, 
i. e., the meeting, appearance, expression of countenance). 84 omits a man’s (avOpdmov. There is avdpds in the 
preceding line.) 
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Versio) Ci. Eroy. xxi. 17; xxiii. 21.—T&|C. 55. 106. 157. 248. 253. Co. have the positive ; 
éafya seems to refer here to property, “small a Lat., ge eee ee . eee 
pl. alee \ =e >; er. 3. ‘The word “ moths,” ofjres (IL, by the 
ee : eee gilt ie ee first hand, has ofmn with III. C. 155.; X., ofmes; 
" 1 rattle ela 
a eae, sea th # Old Lat., putredo), Heb., WY, is probably used by 
Ver. 2. TodApnpérepos, most reckless. He will|the author in the sense of “insects,” Cf. Prov. 
give free rein to his lusts, without regard to con-| xiv. 30 in the Hebrew and the LXX. The mean- 
sequences. ‘The comparative stands, as so often, |ing of the verse apparently is that such a person 
for the superlative. Cf. Winer, p. 242. Codd. ' will find an early death. Grotius, however, thinks 
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of something else: “ Mire hoc convenit in illum 
morbum, qui nostro seculo vagas libidines sequitur. 
Sed et olim Venus nimia corpus enervatum gravibus 
haud dubie morbis tradidit.” 

Ver. 4. With this verse the author changes 
the subject, and does not refer, as some suppose, 
to the seductions of evil women, but to light- 
mindedness in general, and especially to that form 
of it which leads one to lay too much stress upon 
what he may hear said. 

Ver. 5. The A. V. followed the reading 
movnpla, or ém) kakoetla (cf. Text, Notes) for napdla. 
If, however, the best-supported text be adopted, 
‘O cippawdpuevos Kapdla, it seems necessary to sup- 
ply the direct object from the following clause, 
as we have done. Aad:dy means here “ babbling,” 
but, as the context shows, has particular refer- 
ence to talk concerning others, 7. e. “gossip.” — 
’"EXartovodra Kakia, have less evil. Will expe- 
rience little misfortune in comparison with the 
opposite character. 

Ver. 7. A conversation, Adyov. What has 
been spoken in confidence is particularly meant. 
Others, without noting the context, think one’s 
own words are intended, and that the author 
would admonish against garrulity. Cf. also xli. 23. 

Ver. 8. Ei ph éeorl cor duapria can only mean: 
except when it is (would be) to theea sin. If silence 
would make one a participator in guilt, then the 
matter was quite different. Or if one’s reputa- 
tion or moral character was especially concerned 
therein, he might speak. 

Ver. 13. The force of Zreyiov here, as in the 
two verses immediately following, is speak to, 
question him about the matter. So also Luther: 
“ Sprich deinen Néchsten darum an.” 

Ver. 20. All wisdom. Not the whole of wis- 
dom, but every kind of wisdom. Cf. i. 1. 

Ver. 238. A fool (&ppwy) wanting in wisdom. 
Bretschneider would read aco¢ia for copia, in the 
sense of impiety. And Bunsen’s Bibelwerk trans- 
lates, accordingly : “who is free from sin;” 
which would give a clearer sense, but rests on 
simple conjecture. 


‘ 


Ver. 24. ‘Hrrduevos (IL, by a second hand, 
68. Ald., #AaTrrwpévos) év ouvéce. If this form 
of the text is retained, the meaning would be: 
A man may indeed be wanting in insight, but 
may not be wicked like the clever person spoken 
of just before. a 

Ver. 25. “Ear: diactpépwr xapi Tod expavat 
xplua. Xdpw with rod and an infinitive following 
would hardly have been used by the Greek trans- 
lator in an adverbial sense. As a substantive it 
is usually found as the translation of the Hebrew 


70, which, however, here is not to be thought of. 
Fritzsche conjectures that ]°T stood in the orig- 


inal, and that JT] was improperly written or read 


for it. I have rendered accordingly. So also Bun- 
sen’s Bibelwerk. Other renderings are those of De 
Wette: “ And many a one distorts the truth in or- 
der to bring to light a verdict ;”” Gutmann : “ And 
many a one twists about in order that his cause 
may appear right ;” Luther: “ And can twist the 
matter as he will have it ;”” Wahl, the last clause : 
“in order to gain the appearance of sharpness,” 
axpiBhs being understood ; Bretschneider, invert- 
ing the order of words: “ perverting justice to 
show favor to others.” 

Ver. 26. Medavig, in sadness. The word is 
probably a rendering of the word IN\377) 
(see Mal. iii. 14), in mourning, mournfully. Grotius, 
giving the word its meaning as found in the 
classics, renders: “ hides himself [reading ovyxe- 
kpupds for cvyrexupés] in dark clouds,” F 

Ver. 27. ‘Erepoxwpety, to be deaf on one 
side. The word is found nowhere else. The 
meaning is that he acts as if he were paying no 
special attention, heard but little. Codd. 23. 248.. 
253. Co. read ebeAoxwpay, pretending deafness. 

Ver. 30. Excessive laughter. Lit., laughter 
of the teeth, yéAws 68évTwy ; meaning that kind of 
laughter in which one shows the teeth. Gaab 
supposes that some word has dropped out before 
édévrwv. In any case, the psychology of the 
author, to say the least, is not very profound. 





CHAPTER XX. 


— 


THERE is a reproof that is not timely,? 


And many a one is silent, and he is sensible.? 


oan > ww 


How * much better to reprove, than to be angry secretly,* 

And he who openly confesseth ® shall be preserved from hurt.® 
As is the lust of an eunuch to deflower a virgin, 

So zs he that executeth judgment with violence. 

Many a one is silent,’ and is found wise ; 


And many a one ® by much babbling becometh hateful. 
6 Many a one is silent,® because he hath not to answer ; 
And many a one is silent,” knowing his opportunity. 
7 <A wise man will be silent ” till his opportunity,” 
But the swaggerer and a fool will take no notice of an opportunity. 


Vers. 1-3. —1A.V.: comely (dpatos). 
is (106. 248. Co. add ear to ws Kaddv). 


2 Again (xa), Some man holdeth his tongue... . is wise (opineues). 


4 secretly (H. 106. 248. Co. add kpumrés after @vuodcGar. It is implied in 
Luther : heimlich Hass tragen). 


3 It 


the context, and I have left it in italics. 5 that confesseth his fault (6 av@ouodoyou= 
pevos ; Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, speaks it owt, which agrees well with the context, but does not so well render the text), 
6 hurt (after this verse the Old Lat. has an addition appearing in the A. V. as ver. 8: How good is it, when thou art re- 
proved, to shew repentance! For so shalt thou escape wilful sin. Codd. H. 248., with Co., insert it after ver. 8). 
Vers. 4-7. —7 A. V.: There is one that keepeth silence. 8 another (same construction as in the preceding member). 
® Some man holdeth his tongue. 10 And some keepeth silence. 11 his time (xatpor, i. e., the right time, oppor- 


tunity). 12 hold his tongue. 18 he see opportunity (ws katpov). 4 a babbler (6 Aamarys ; cadmorys, H. 157. 
296. 808.) regard no time (vrepBycerat Karpov). : 


~~ 
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8 He that useth many words shall be abhorred, 
~ And he that abuseth his privilege,’ be hated. 
9 Many a man hath good fortune in ill fortune,’ 
_ And there is a gain that turneth to loss. 
10 =‘ There is a gift that shall not profit thee, 
And there is a gift whose recompense ¢s double. 
11 =‘ There is an abasement because of glory, 
And there is one who ® lifteth up Azs head from a low estate. 
12 Many a one* buyeth much for a little, 
And repayeth it sevenfold. 
13. The® wise man by his words ° maketh himself beloved, 
But the pleasant conceits’ of fools shall be poured away.® 
14 The gift of a fool shall not profit ° thee, 
For he looketh to receive many things for one. 
15 He giveth little, and upbraideth much, 
And * he openeth his mouth like a crier ; 
To day he lendeth, and to morrow will he ask ¢ again : 
Such a man is hateful." 
16 A? fool saith, I have not a friend, 
And * J have no thank for my * good deeds ; 
They ™ that eat my bread are evil-tongued : 
17 How oft, and of how many shall he be laughed at ! 8 
18 Better slip upon a pavement than with * the tongue ; 
So the fall of the wicked shall come speedily. 
19 A disagreeable man, an untimely speech : * 
P It will always be in the mouth of the uninstructed.” 
20 A proverb from a fool’s mouth will be rejected,” 
For he will not speak it in its * season. 
21 Many a one ™ is hindered from sinning through want, 
. ’ And in his ® rest, he will have no remorse.” 
22 Many a one” destroyeth himself * through bashfulness, 
And by accepting of persons * overthroweth himself. 
23 Many a one out of bashfulness maketh promises to, a friend, 
And maketh him an * enemy for nothing. 
‘24 A lie zs a foul blot on ® a man, 
It ® is continually in the mouth of the uninstructed.™ 
25 A thief zs better than he that is ® accustomed to lie, 
But both shall inherit destruction.® 
26 The disposition ® of a liar 7s dishonorable, 
And his shame 7s ever with him. 
27 He that is wise in words shall promote himself, 


Vers. 8-16. —1A. V.: taketh to himself authority therein (o éveEovoragouevos = to use, or abuse, one’s power) shall. 
2 There is a sinner (H. 106. 248. Co. Old Lat. read auaprwAg after av$pi) that hath good success (evodia; 248. Co., evdo- 
xia) in evil things (the next member shows plainly what is here meant). 8 is that (€oru 6s). 4 There is that. 
BOA. 6 words (Fritzsche adopts Adyos from III. X. 23. 55. al. Co. for Ady of the text. rec.). 7 graces (xdpites. I 
adopt the rendering of the margin). 8 poured out (éxxvjcovrat. The meaning is, as the margin suggests, that they 
are spilled, lost). 9 do thee no good (I have rendered to correspond with the rendering of the same word at ver. 10) 
when thou hast it (H. 106. 248. Co. add Aadév7, and further what appears in the A. V. as: Neither yet of the envious 
for his necessity). 10 omits And. 11 one is to be hated of God and man (so 106. 248. Co.). 

Vers. 16-20. —12 A. V.: The. 13 no friends. 14 omits And (as 248. Co.). 15 ail my. 16 And they. 
17 speak evil of me (bavAo yAwoog). 18 to scorn (H. 106. 248. Co. Old Lat, have an addition appearing in the A. V. as 
the last two members of ver. 17: For he Knoweth not aright what it is to have; And it is all one unto him as if he had 


it not). 19 To slip upon... . ts better than ¢o slip with. _ *? An unseasonable tale (avOpwmos axapis, 00s akarpos. 
A. Y. has in the margin, Or, An unpleasant fellow ; ef. Com.). 21 Will always... . unwise (amadevTwv). 22 A wise 
sentence (apaBody) shall be rejected when it cometh out of a fool’s mouth). 23 due (avs). 

Vers. 21-26. — 24 A. V.: There is that. 25 when he taketh. 26 shall not be troubled (karavvyjoerar. Stings of 
conscience are meant). 27 There is that. 28 his own soul (thy Wuxnv airov). 28 accepting of persons (amd 
d&dpovos mpoowrov. For dppovos, 248. Co. haye Ajyews. Fritzsche justly suspects a failure on the part of our translator, 
and suggests that he probably read WDD for MWD before O28). 30 There is that for . . . . promiseth 
to hes. 31 his. 32 in. 88 Yet it (dé is found in 106. 248. Co.). 84 untaught. 85 @ man that is. 36 they both 
shall have destruction to heritage. 97 disposition (7@0s ; also moral nature, character). 


Vers. 27-32. —38 A.V.: A wise man shall promote himself to honour with his words (éy Adyos to be joined, obviously, 


334 


THE APOCRYPHA. 


Pr at cit i a a ht NISSEN re 


Anda prudent man will please the great.’ 


28 He that tilleth the earth shall heap high his sheaves 7 ; . 
» And he that pleaseth great men shall make atonement for unrighteousness, 
29 Presents and gifts blind the eyes of the wise, 
And as @ muzzle on the mouth turn they away reproofs.* 
30 Wisdom that is hid, and treasure out of sight :° 
- What profit is there in either ? ° 
31 Better a man that” hideth his folly, 


Than a man that hideth his wisdom.® 


to gods, which they follow. The heading of this section in II. IIT. X. al. is Adyou mapaBodav; A. V.: “¢ Proverbs ”’). 


1 he that hath understanding will please great men. 
Onuwviay avrovd). 
mouth) that he cannot reprove (arorpémet éAeyuous). 
tépois. Not both together, but either one of both). 


out a guide). 


3 get pardon for iniquity (eguAdeerae ad.kiav). 
5 that is hoarded up (aparys). 
T is he (av@pw7ros) that. 


appearing in the A. V. as ver. 382: Necessary patience in seeking the Lord is better Than he that leadeth his life with- 


2 his (adrod, 248. Co.) land shall increase his heap (avupdoet 


4 stop up his mouth (marg., as a muzzle in the 
6 ds in them both (év audo- 
8 wisdom (248. Co. have an addition 


CHAPTER XX. 


Ver. 4. The lust of a eunuch. Obviously, 
a proper eunuch cannot be meant. The meaning 
is that the one thing would be as much out of 
place and naturally as unexpected as the other. 
Most commentators think the verse does not be- 
long here. But 6 mov kpluara need not refer 
especially to a judge, but to any one in general 
who pronounces judgments. In this sense it 
might refer to the consequences of an indignation 
that is kept shut up in the bosom and does not 
yent itself in timely and moderate reproof. 

Ver. 6. Knowing his opportunity, «ides 
kapdv. He has respect to fitness of time. Cf, 


the use of DJ) in the Hebrew. 
Ver. 8. Abuseth his privilege, évefovorm(du- 
evos. He assumes the right to speak much, as 


though his information were greater or his words 
more acceptable than those of others. 


Ver. 9. Good fortune in ill fortune, eiod/a év 
kaxots. The sense appears to be that there is 


often good fortune growing out of apparent mis- 
fortune. That which seems to be a misfortune 
often proves to be a great blessing. 

Ver. 12. Repayeth it sevenfold. .A man 
thinks he has made a good bargain, but finds that 
by getting a poor article he has been badly 
cheated. He might better have paid seven times 
as much for what would have proved satisfactory. 
Others translate: “Many a one buys much for 
little, And many a one must pay seven times for 
a thing.” 

Ver. 14. For he looketh to receive many 
things for one. Lit., For his eyes are many in- 
stead of one. He expects more in return than he 
gives. Luther paraphrases: ‘“ He gives with one 
eye, and with seven he watches to see what he 
will get for it.” 





Ver. 15. 
make demands.— Like a crier, és «npvut. 
important personage in ancient times. 

Ver. 16. Hat my bread. Cf. Ps. xli. 9. 

Ver. 18. *Edagos, (1) the bottom, foundation of 
anything ; (2) in later usage, the ground-floor of a 
house. Cf. Herod., viii. 137. 

Ver. 19. A disagreeable (lit., thankless, grace- 
less) man, &vOpwros &xapis. The Old Latin 
transfers the word, acharis. The A. V. seems to 
have regarded these words as a title to the section, 
as did Camerarius, Drusius, and Gaab. ; 

Ver.21. Through want. This may be meant 
as an example of what is spoken of in verse 9 of 
apparent adversity as resulting in good. Still 
the question might be asked: How much better, 
in reality, is the man who does not sin because he 
has no opportunity, than one who sins? Do 
circumstances, then, make the man? They serve 
simply to develop and prove him. Cf. Deut. 
yur 2: 

Ver. 22. By accepting of persons, amd &ppovos 
mpoodmov. Gaab would change the order of the 
words, and, taking &ppoves as genitive neuter, 
render: “on account of the foolishness of a per- 
son,” i.e. his own or another’s. Linde and De 
Wette translate: ‘“‘And for the sake of a fool 
lose it,” z.e., his life. Cf. Text. Notes. 

Ver. 23. He promises on account of diffidence 
what he cannot perform, and so makes an enemy 
by not keeping his word. 

Ver. 28. Heap high his sheaves. The point 
of the comparison is in the fact that both classes 
of persons have used means calculated to produce 
the desired results. 

Ver. 29. The wise. Their wisdom is not yet 
perfect, since it allows them to accept of bribes. 
Cf. Deut. xvi. 19. 


Openeth his mouth. To reproach, 
An 





CHAPTER XXI. 


1 My son, hast thou sinned ? do so? no more, 
And? ask pardon ® for thy former sins. 
2 Flee from sin as from before * a serpent ; 


Vers 1, 2.—1A.V.: do so (mpoo@js, i. e., add to). 
xepas éruorpeWas, and Old Lat. wt sibi dimittantur after it). 
O22 in Heb.). 


2 But. 


3 pardon (see Com. Before SeyOyr, H. adds odAoc-~ 
4 the face of (476 mpoowmov. It is often redundant, like 
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For if thou comest near,! it will bite? thee ; 
“ The teeth thereof are® the teeth of a lion, 
They take away men’s lives.* 
Every transgression ° 7s as a two-edged sword, 
For its wound there is no healing. ° 
To terrify and use violence” will waste riches, 
Thus the house of a proud man ® shall be made desolate. 
A prayer out of a poor man’s mouth reacheth to His ears,’ 
And His judgment cometh speedily. _ 
He that hateth reproof is on the path of a sinner ; 7 
And™ he that feareth the Lord will repent from his heart. 
The eloquent man” 7s known far and near ; 
But the * man of understanding ® knoweth when he slippeth. 
He that buildeth his house with other men’s money ‘ 
Ts like one that gathereth his stones for winter.’ 
An assembly of transgressors is tow collected” together ; 
And the end of them, a flame of fire.”® 
10 ‘The way of sinners is paved” with stones, 
And™ at the end thereof 7s the pit of Hades." 
uz He that keepeth the law ” getteth the mastery of his mind ;* 
And the perfection ™ of the fear of the Lord 7s wisdom. 
12 He that is not clever * will not be taught ; , 
But there is a cleverness *° which increaseth ” bitterness. 
13 The knowledge of a wise man will increase” like a flood ; 
And his insight ” like a living fountain.” 
14 The inner parts of a fool are like a vessel broken in pieces, 
And he will not gain any knowledge.” 
15 If an intelligent * man hear a wise word, 
He will commend it, and add unto it ; 
The gross man heareth, and * it displeaseth him, 
And he casteth it behind his back. . 
16 The talking *-of a fool zs like a burden on a journey ; *° 
But grace shall be found on™ the lips of a sagacious man.*8 © 
17. The mouth of a prudent man® will be sought after in the congregation, 
And men will * ponder his words in their heart. 
18 Like a house destroyed,” so 7s wisdom to a fool ; 
And the knowledge of a stupid man, unintelligible words.” 


. 
© ies) fo | for) On re (SN) 


Vers. 2, 3. —1A. V.: too near (mpocéAOgs) it (106. 248. Co. add adr@; Old Lat., ad illa). 2 bite (Snéerac, bite, or 
sting. I retain the former, on account of the context. Cod. H. 248 al. Co. Old Lat., S&erar). 3 are as. 4 Slaying 
the souls of men (avacpodvres Wuxas avOpdrwy. No more is meant than that they take away life. Cf. Wisd. i. 11). 
6 All iniquity (waco avouia). 6 The wounds whereof cannot be healed (rf wAnyf avThs odK Ear tacts). 

Vers. 48.—7 A. V.: To terrify and do wrong (cf. Com.). 8 proud men (III. 106. 155. 157. 248. Co., the plur. As 
will have been noticed, every opportunity is taken, i. e., when other changes are made in the ‘immediate context, to do 
away with the many instances of an unnecessary use of italics in the A. V.). 9 the ears of God (éws driwy avrov. 
Cf. Com.). 10 To be reproved (éAcyy.6v) is in the way of sinners (ef. Com.). it But. 12 An eloquent man (lit., 
He whc is mighty with the tongue; cf. Com.). 18 far and near (waxpédev, from afar, but the sense given in the A, Vis 
is also allowable). 14 a, 15 understanding (vojpwv, a thinking man). 16 gathereth himself stones (text. rec., 
adrod Tovs Ai@ous; III. X. 55. 155. 157. al. the same, except in placing the pronoun at the end; 248. Co., éavT@ AlPovs) 
for the tomb of his burial (eis xepava ; is Acypava, 808. ; eis xOua Tabys avtod, 106. 248. Co. Cf. Com.). 

Vers. 9-13. —17 A. V.: The congregation of the wicked is like tow wrapped (ovvnypevov). 18 isa.... fire to destroy 
them (so 106. 248. Co.). 1 is made plain (lit., smooth, opadionevn).  %° But. 21 hell. 22 law of the Lord (so 
106. 248. Co.). 23 the understanding thereof (see Com.). 24 perfection (ovvrédcta,, rendered end, in ver. 10. It 
means here the final outcome, acme, perfecting, bloom). 25 wise (marg., witty ; Gr., mavovpyos). 26 wisdom (marg., 
subtilty. Fritzsche adopts é¢ after éo7 from IIT. X. CG. H. 106. 155. al. Old Lat.; text. rec. omits). 27 multiplieth. 
28 man shall abound (the same word rendered multiplieth in the preceding verse). 29 counsel (BovAy, but counsel is 
too indefinite a meaning for this place) is. 80 a pure fountain (248. Co. add ayvy after myn) of life (Hebraism: for 
living fountain). 

Vers. 14-18. —31 A V.: broken vessel (ayyetov ovvretpyspevov). 82 hold no (ob kparjoer; H. 106. 248. Co. add év Ga 
avrod) k. as long as he liveth. 83 g skilful (a proper rendering for émoTjpwv, but not suitable for the context here). 
% But as soon as one of no understanding (6 craradav ; 106. 248. Go., adrov dovveros. Of, Com.) heareth it. 35 talk- 
ing (eéjynous = @ statement, narrative, explanation. Our word exegesis is derived from it). 86 in the way (cf. Com.). 
387 in (éré). 88 the wise (cvverov). 89 They inquire at the mouth of the wise man (ardua bpoviwov standing at the 
beginning of line, clearly the subject). 40 they shall (S:avondycovrac received by Fritzsche from IIT. X. 0. 28. 155. 
al. Old Lat.; tezt. rec., the sing.). 41 Ag is... . that is (no article, and these words burden the sentence) destroyed. 
42 the unwise (acvyérov = the opposite of a sagacious man) is as talk without sense (marg., the usual meaning, nod to 

_ be inquired after, Gr., adieféraotou Adyor). 
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19 Instruction to a stupid man ! 7s as fetters on the feet, 
And like manacles on the right hand. 
20 A fool lifteth up his voice in? laughter, 
But a clever man ® doth scarce smile a little. 
21 Instruction to a sensible man is as * an ornament of gold, 
And like a bracelet upon his right arm. 
22 A foolish man’s foot 7s soon in a°® house ; 
But a man of experience hesitateth before the front walls.® 
23 A fool will peep in at the door into the house ;7 
But a man ® well nurtured will stand without. 
24  Itis rudeness in® a man to hearken at a” door ; 
But the prudent man" will be grieved at the disgrace. 
25 The lips of the proud are heavy ‘with cursing ; a 
But the words of the prudent “are weighed in a balance. 
26 In the mouth of fools is their heart; 1° 
But the heart of the wise is their mouth.” 
27. When an ungodly man * curseth Satan, 
He curseth his own soul. 
28 The? whisperer defileth his own soul, 
And is hated where he sojourneth.” 


Vers. 19-25. —1A. V.: Doctrine unto fools (avo/rov madefa. Fritzsche receives the former word from X. 55. 106, 155. 
157. 254. 296.; text. rec., avojrots). 2 with (év). 3 wise man. 4 Learning (wasdeta, instruction, cultivation, as 
in yer. 19) is unto a wise man as (as is found in the Gr.). 5 his neighbours (should be left more general, any house). 
6 js ashamed of him (aicyuvOjcerar ard mpocdmov ; 248. Co. add am’ avrov. Cf. Com.). 7 peep in at the door into the 
house (dd Ovpas mapaxvmres, i.e., he goes crouching along, like a spaniel, from the door, eis cixiavy. Others render, 
looks through the door into the house. Bunsen’s Bibelwerk). 8 he that is (avyp). ® Tt is the rudeness of (amacdev- 
cia avOparov). 10 the. 11 a wise man. 12 with disgrace (ar(ucav, with ITI. X. C. 23. 55. al. ; teat. rec., ariig). 
18 talkers will be telling such things as pertain not to them (xeiAy &AAoTpiwy — see Com.— ev TovTots BapuvOjcerar ; 248. 
Co., xetAn TOAVAGAWY Ta OvK adToY SunyyceTa). 14 such as have understanding. 15 the. 

Vers. 26-28. —16A. V.: The heart of fools is in their mouth (avrwy limits capdia). 17 mouth of the wise 7s in their 
heart (kap8ia 5 cobdv — 248. Co. Old Lat., év 8 Kapdia copay —orbpa airav; H. 106. 248. Co., 70 oréua atta). 
18 the ungodly. 19 A. 20 wheresoever he dwelleth (év mapouxyoes, in the place of his sojourn, i. e., by those around 
him). : 


CuarTtER XXI. 


Ver. 1. Lit., Entreat (dehOnr.) for thy former |former knows how to judge of a speech, and can 
ones, namely, ask forgiveness. Grotius remarks :| tell when errors are committed. — Iywordés is gen- 
“ Utramque partem penitentiee bene expressit.” Cf. | erally used in the later Greek, in a passive signifi- 
xvii. 19-24. cation, known; in Plato, always in the sense of 

Ver. 3. A two-edged sword. A sword sharp | capable of being known. In the latter sense it seems 
on both edges, and hence very dangerous. Cf.) also to be used in the present case, and is almost 
Jude. iii, 16; Ps. exlix. 6; Prov. v. 4. the only instance in Biblical Greek where it is so 

Ver. 4. To terrify and use violence, kata-|used. Cf., however, Acts iv. 16, and Rom. i. 19 (%). 
mAnyos kal BBpis. Bunsen’s Bibelwerk translates:| Ver. 8. Other men’s money, ?. e., money un- 
Misfortune and wantonness. The first word is | justly acquired. — Gathereth his stones for win- 
found only here. The Old Latin has for it objw-|ter. The idea is, he does what is foolish and use- 
gatio, but according to another recension (S.| less. It is not stones that are wanted, but wood. 
Ger. 15), cataplectatio, thus transferring the word | The common reading, abrov robs AlOous eis Xetava, 
instead of translating it. Grotius renders by ter- | is undoubtedly right, the others haying arisen from 
ritio, and De Wette by Gewaltthdtigkeit, violence. a failure to understand the meaning. 

The English translators seem to have got the true| Ver. 11. Karaxpare? rod évvohwatos adrod. 
meaning, intimidation, since its rendering must be Fritzsche would render: gets the power over (rules) 
influenced somewhat by the following #Bpis, which Ais mind, i.e., becomes wise. ‘The context favors 
is the actual carrying out of the idea expressed by | this rendering. Others make adrod refer to the 
the preceding word. law, atiains to its understanding. Bunsen’s Bibel- 

Ver. 5. To His ears, namely, the ears of God. | werk and others. 

Others (Fritzsche, Bunsen’s Bibelwerk), the ears| Ver. 12. Increaseth bitterness. There are 
of the rich man, not to his heart; which seems to} also clever rascals. Cf. also Eccles. i. 18. 


us forced, and not so well to suit the context. Ver. 138. Cf. Ps. xxxvi. 95 Provoexosleeeanis 
Ver.6. On the path, évytyve. On the track, in| 14, xiv. 27, xvi. 22. 
the footsteps. Ver. 15. The gross man, 6 omaradav. Lit., 


_ Ver. 7. ‘O duvards év yAdoon might be taken | the glutton, But the comparison is between a man 
either in a good or bad sense. The antithesis is, | of intelligence and practical wisdom and one who 
however, better marked with the second clause of | is ruled simply by his lower appetites. The read- 
the verse, if they are understood in a good sense, | ing of 106. 248. Co. (see Text. Notes) showed an 
as by the A. V. It is better to be a man of| appreciation of what the context demanded in this 
understanding than to be eloquent; since the | instance. 
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Ver. 16. Burden on a journey (éy 558). 
Matt. xxiii. 4 ; Gal. vi. 5. * #) 

Ver.18. The point of the comparison is in the 
fact that neither can be used. 

Ver. 22. ’Amd rpooémov. The word xpoodmov 
refers to that part of the house which is first seen 
by one who is entering, ¢. e., the outer front wall, or 
pyre the inner walls of the porch, entry. Van 

ennep (Bible Lands, p. 427) says of the Eastern 
house: “The most important spot is the room 
where alone male strangers are admitted, and 
called par excellence the /iwan, or raised platform. 
It is situated directly opposite the door of en- 
trance, with the court intervening, and is still 
more saggestive of a tent than the other apart- 
ments, being entirely open in front. Its furniture 
consists of a divan arranged upon three sides of 
a raised platform, while in front of the latter the 
eye is sometimes refreshed by a basin of water or 
a jetting fountain.” 

Ver. 25. The usual text of this verse (xelAn 
GdAotplav év Tovtos BapyyOjoeTa) makes no 
sense, and is doubtless corrupt. Fritzsche’s sup- 


position that O° TT stood in the original Hebrew, 


Cf. 





while the Greek (dAAotpiwy) is a translation of 
DO, is probable, and I have translated ac- 
cordingly. The further words éy’ rovrois seem to 
be a translation of TT/ND (instead of mss). 
So Hitzig, Fritzsche, Bunsen’s Bibelwerk. — In 
a balance; ?.¢., they are carefully considered 
by others, or by themselves, before they are 
uttered. ‘. 

Ver, 26. Is their mouth. They speak only 
what they have duly pondered. 

Ver. 27. Satan, roy caravay. It is not so 
certain that the prince of evil is here meant. He 
is at least nowhere else alluded to by our author, 
nor in any other of the Old Testament Apocryphal 
books, excepting Wisdom (ii. 24), where 5:aBoA0s 
is identified with the serpent of Paradise. Smith’s 
Bible Dictionary (iii. 1145), however, was hardly 
justified in saying that there is but one passage in 
the Apocryphal books where Satan is mentioned. 
Cf. article 7eufel in Herzog’s Real-Encyk. Tn 
any case, the writer represents that a wicked man, 
instead of cursing Satan, the enemy, as the au- 
thor of his misfortune, might better think of 
himself. 





CHAPTER XXII. 


A sLoTHFUL man is like? a filthy stone, 


And every one will hiss over? his disgrace. 


‘Every man that takes it up 


A slothful man is like * the filth of a dunghill, 


will shake Ais hand. 


A father’s shame is in begetting an undisciplined son,‘ 
And such a * daughter is born to his ° loss. 

A prudent’ daughter will get herself a husband,* 

But she that acteth shamefully is a grief to her father. 
The over-bold disgraceth father and? husband, 

And both will despise her.” 

Instruction ” out of season is as music in mourning ; 


But stripes and discipline are wisdom at all times.” 


He who ™ teacheth a fool zs as.one that glueth a potsherd together ; 


He ® waketh one from a sound sleep. 


He that discourseth 1 to a fool discourseth ™ to one in a slumber, 


And at the end, he will say, What is it?” 


11 


Weep over ® the dead, for light failed ;” 


And weep over a” fool, for understanding failed.” 


Vers. 1-3.—1A. V.: is compared to (cuv<BAny, is thrown together with ; here, for the sake of comparison). 


2 him. 


out to (éxovpret means will hiss out, but, as followed by éwé here, doubtless stands for the Heb. Pwr, followed by by. 


The same verb, followed by i meant to whistle for). 


his father that begat him (Aicxvvy marpos év yevvngee dmadevTov). 
8 shall bring an inheritance to her husband 
she that liveth dishonestly (caravaxvvovea) is her father’s heaviness. 


Vers. 4-6.—7 A. V.: wise (ppoviun). 
husband. Cf. Com.). $ But (at)... - 


10 She that is bold (4 Opaceta) dishonoureth both her father and her. 
« But more than both shall she Herself be despised,” which seems to suit neither the context nor the Greek 


Bibelwerk. 


as well as the other. Gr., at vo duhorépwv arin.acOjcerac). 
text. rec., with I1., omits) stripes and correction of wisdom (Fritzsche receives copia 


from III. X. C. 55. 106. 156. al. ; 
from X. Old Lat.; text. rec., II., and most Codd., copias. 
Co. omit ravz/). 

Vers. 7-10. —14 A. V.: Whoso. 
18 When he hath told his tale, he will say, 
immediately after ver. 6: If children live honestly, 
parents. 

Vers. 11-15. —19 A. V.: for (emt). 
m8, which should have been rendered by $a@s avtov). 

22 


15 And as he that. 


% compared to. 


4 An eyil nurtured son ts the dishonour of 


5 a foolish. 6 his (the context requires it). 


(marg., shall be the heir of her 


11 But they both shall despise her. (Bunsen’s 


12 A tale (see Com.). 18 But (Fritzsche receives dé 


Of. Com.) are never out of time (év mavti coup ; 106. 248. 


16 telleth a tale (see ver. 6). 17 speaketh (same word). 


What is the matter. A. V. (vers. 9, 10) adds what appears in H. 106. 248. Co. 
and have wherewithal, They shall cover the baseness of their 
But children, being haughty, through disdain and want of nurture, Do stain the nobility of their kindred. 

2 he hath lost the light (e€éAuwe yap $@s. In the original there probably stood 


2 for the. 22 he wanteth understanding (€f¢Aure yap 
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Weep softly over! the dead, for he went to his rest ; 4 
But the life of the fool 7s worse than death. 
12 Seven days do men mourn for him that ts dead, i 
But for a fool and an ungodly man, all the days of his life. 
13 Talk not much with a fool, ‘ 
And go not to him that hath no understanding ; 
Beware of him, test thou have trouble, 
And thou shalt not be defiled with his slaver.® 
Turn away ‘ from him, and thou shalt find rest, 
And not be made sorry through his folly.° 
14 What is heavier than lead? °® 
And what other name has it than” fool? 
15 Sand, and salt, and a mass of iron, ¢s easier to bear 6 
Than a man without understanding. 


16 A wooden crossbeam bound into a building will not be loosened by an earth- 
quake ; ° ; 
So a heart established in a well considered purpose will not tremble at the 
crisis.” 
17. _~A heart settled upon an intelligent purpose, 


Is as the plaster ornament of a polished wall.” ; 
18  Pales set ona high place will not ” stand against the wind, 
_ So a fearful heart based on a fool’s purpose will not * stand against any alarm."4 
19 He that pricketh the eye will make tears to fall ; 
And he that pricketh the heart maketh it to shew sensitiveness.” 
20 He who” casteth a stone at the birds frayeth them away, 
And he that upbraideth h’s friend breaketh friendship. 
21 Though thou drewest a sword against thy friend, despair V not, 
For there may be a turning back.’ 
22 Though” thou hast opened thy mouth against thy friend, fear not, 
For there may be a reconciliation. 
Except for ” upbraiding, and pride, and” disclosing of secrets, and 7 a treach- 
erous wound: 
For * these things every friend will depart. 
23 Gain credit with thy * neighbor in Azs poverty, 
~ That thou mayest rejoice“ in his prosperity ; 
Abide steadfast unto him in the time of Ais affliction, 
That thou mayest be heir with him in his heritage.* 
24 Before a fire, smoke of the furnace and vapor,” 
So reviling before blood. 
25 J will not be ashamed to protect a friend, 
And I will not ” hide myself from him. 
26 And if evil * happen unto me by him, 
Every one that heareth 7 will beware of him. 


ovveots ; II., by the first hand, III. X. C. 28. 155. 296. Ald., which is quite an array of authorities, read odreow ; but 
the verb is perhaps better rendered intransitively here, as in the preceding line). 1 Make little (HScov) weeping for. 
2 is at rest (dveravaaro). 3 never ... . fooleries (marg., when he shakes off Ais filth). 4 Depart (éxxAvvor). 
5 never be disquieted (ov 4h axndidons = (1) be without care, (2) be cast down, sad) with madness (év TH amovoia avrov. 
Cod. 23. omits avrod.) 6 lead (Fritzsche receives odAcBov — poet. for woAvBSov — from III. X. C. 28. 157. It is also 
the reading of II. The later form was wéAvBos, which is the reading — in acc. — of 55. 248. 253, 254. 296. 808. Co.). 
7 is the name thereof but (ri adr dvowa add’ 7). 8 easier (eVKorov, waAAov being understood. Codd. 106. 248. al. 
Co. have the comparative). 

Vers. 16-19.—° A, Y.; As timber girt and bound together in.... cannot be loosed with shaking (év ovoceiopud). 
10 the heart that is established by advised counsel (emi Stavojmaros BovAzjs) shall fear at no time (¢v — H. 106. 248. Co. 
add mavri — Katp¢ — 248. Co. add HdBw — ov Serdracec). 11 a thought of understanding (émi dtavoia — dvavoias, text. 
rec. and I1.— ouvégews) Js as a fair plaistering (kdcnos Waymwrds) on the wall (émt rocxov, 23. 248. Co.) of a gallery 
(marg., of a polished wall). 12 never (ov 47). 18 in the imagination of a fool (cf. Com.) cannot. 14 fear. 15 her 
knowledge (aicOyo.1s = a sensation, here naturally, of pain). 

Vers. 20-26.—15 A. V.: Whoso. 17 atthy .... yet despair. 18 returning to favour. 19 Tf, 20 for (rAjv. 
with the gen.). *1 or (kat, in each instance). 22 For, for (ydp inserted by H. Co.). 3 Be faithful to thy cane . 
xtyoar; cf. Com.). 4 rejoice (Fritzsche receives evppav6jjs from III. — which adds of — X. 23. 55. 106. al. Old Lat. ; 
text. rec., Mov TANTOYs). *5 trouble... . heritage (106, 248. Co. add as the A. V., as the last part of yer. 28: For “1 
mean estate is not always to be contemned: Nor the rich that is foolish to be had in admiration). 


26 As the vapo 
and smoke of a furnace goeth before the fire. 27 defenda .... Neither will I. 28 any evil. ba 
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That I fall not by it,° 





O that One would set a watch upon’ my mouth, 
And a fitting seal? upon my lips, 


And * my tongue destroy me not. 


Ver. 27. -—1 A. V.: Who shall set a watch before, 


2 seal of wisdom (odpayida mavotpyov ; cf. Com.). 
denly (106. 248, Co. add aipvdiws after am’ avrjs) by them (so 23.). 


3 not sud- 
4 And that. 


Cuapter XXII, 


Ver. 1. A filthy stone. One that had been 
used for filthy purposes. The point of compari- 
son is not in the worthlessnéss of the stone, but in 
the fact that to touch it would be pollution. The 
following verse contains the same general idea. 

Ver. 3. In begetting, i. e., in ame begotten, 
being the father of. The connection of thought is 
obvious. Such slothfulness as had been just 
spoken of was the result of bad training, or rather 
of the lack of proper training. 

Ver. 4. The last assertion of verse 8 is now 
more fully supported and illustrated. Grotius 
and Amald, with our English version, improp- 
erly construed «Anpovouhoe like the Hiphil in 
Hebrew. It is literally: “will come into posses- 
sion” of her husband. She would get a suitable 
husband. 


Ver. 5. The over-boid. Grotius: “ Que 
omnia audet facere, que famam non veretur.” She 
is one who does not care for her reputation. Cf, 


Prov. ix. 13; xiii. 16. 

Ver. 6. Arhynows means a narrative (see vi. 35, 
ix. 15; 2 Mace. ii. 32, vi. 17); but here, as the 
connection shows, is used in the sense of discourse 
or instruction. The sense of the latter clause is 
much the same, whether we read copla or copias. 
In the latter case it would mean, “is the part of 
wisdom.” 

Ver. 7. A potsherd, sorpaxov. The word is 
used collectively for fragments of an earthen 
vessel. — Waketh one (éeyelpwv; 248. Co., Ka) 
ekeyelper), i. e., he has to do with one who will 
feel no interest in what he has to present. 

Ver. 11. Worse than death. The thought 
is, that while his life isa life of sin, when he is 
dead he will cease to do harm. 

Ver. 12. Seven days. Cf. Judith xvi. 24, and 
Van Lennep, Bible Lands, p. 578 ff. 

‘Ver. 13. ’Evtwayud. This word is found no- 
where else. It is derived from éytwaooev, With 
the meaning to shake in or into; and by the Hel- 
lenists, to cast away. Grotius translates by pro- 
jeetio, ejaculatio (sputi being understood) = verba 

robrosa. We have rendered with Fritzsche and 

unsen’s Bibelwerk by slaver, which of course is 
figuratively used for low and foolish words. 

Ver. 14. What is heavier (BapuvOhcerat). It 
is used in the second clause in the sense of bur- 
densome, i. e., has in this verse both a literal and 
a figurative meaning. 

Ver. 16. The word fudyrwors, which meant a 
binding with thongs, was also used (LXX.) for a 
piece of timber used for binding a building to- 
gether, and doubtless a cross-beam or brace is 
here meant. Houses s0 constructed, as is well 
known, are better able to withstand the shock of 
earthquakes than those built simply of stone or 
prick. On earthquakes in the East, cf. Van 
Lennep, Bible Lands, p. 7 7.— Tremble at the 
crisis, év kaip@. _ At the nick of time, namely, 
the stress cones. 





Ver. 17. ’Em) d:avola cuvecews. It is not very 
easy to express the meaning of these words in Eng- 
lish. The A. V. has transferred the Hebraism, 
but without giving a clear sense. The words 
mean much the same as what we express by “in- 
telligent principles,” 7. e., principles of action that 
are founded on observation, knowledge, and right 
reason. 

Ver. 18, Pales (xdpaxes; xdAares, small stones, 
III. C. H. 55. al.). Not probably sticks set for 
the support of vines, the kdéuat of Homer, but 
pales used for fortification, — On a fool’s pur- 
pose, én) diavofhuatos pwpod, etc. Others trans- 
late: “So the timid heart of the fool holds out in his 
resolution against no fear. But, if that were the 
meaning, we might have expected to find a differ- 
ent arrangement of the words in the sentence. 

Ver. 19. Pricketh, vicowv. The rubbing, 
exciting of the eyes seems to be referred to, as 
the figurative meaning of the word in the next 
member shows. Cf. Prov. xxx. 33, for a similar 
comparison. 

Ver. 21. ’Endyvodos,a turning back, A total 
change in one’s feelings were possible. 

Ver. 22, Treacherous wound, mAnyijs SoAlas. 
Wounds which are given by the tongue through 
a betrayal of confidence seem to be meant. 

Ver. 23. Gain credit, riotw krjou ; namely, 
by being faithful and kind. Bretschneider would 
change the verb to molnoa; but, as Fritzsche has 
shown, in case that verb were used the form 
should have been ole: or mwolncov. The sense is 
already clear enough. — Be heir with him in his 
heritage. ‘The word means to come into possession 
of property, whether by inheritance or otherwise. 
It is true that in the later Greek, as in the New 
Testament, the words KAnpdvomos (one who has a 
KAhpos), KAnpovoula, and KAnpovouew are used gen- 
erally with reference to what is inherited ; but 
sometimes this meaning gives place to the more 
general one of possession, which here also might 
be the exact thought intended. Cf. verse 4. 
Both Fritzsche and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk call atten- 
tion to the low moral plane on which these 
maxims of the son of Sirach rest. Cf. our re- 
marks in the Introd. on the same point. 

Ver. 25. To protect (cxerdoa). To give shel- 
ter to, as, for instance, when he is fleeing from an 
enemy. The stress which in the Hast is laid on 
the due observance of the rules of hospitality is 
well known. 

Ver. 27. This verb has indeed the form of a 
question ; still, it is more properly a prayer. The 
name of God is omitted ; but it is clearly He who 
is meant. — Sppayida mavoupyov. The latter word 
is variously rendered by commentators in this 
passage. It means, in a good sense, shrewd, in- 
genious, and it is probably used in that sense here ; 
as something fitted to the end sought, a fit, appropri- 


when | ate, sufficient seal. Naturally, such a seal would 


be wisdom, discretion. 
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CuapterR XXIII. 


1 O Lorp, Father and Ruler of my * life, 
Leave me not to their counsel,” 

Suffer me not to ® fall by them. 

2 that One would ‘ set scourges over my thought,® 
And the discipline of wisdom. over mine heart ; 
That he would spare not ® mine ignorances, 
And pass not by my sins :" 

38 Lest mine ignorances increase, 

And my sins abound,* 
And I fall before mine adversaries, 
And mine enemy rejoice over me.? 

4 O Lord, Father and God of my life, 

Give me not lascivious eyes,” 

And" turn away lust from me.” 

Let not bodily appetite and ™ lust of the flesh take hold of me; 

And give me not over to a shameless mind. 

Hear, O ye children, the discipline of the mouth ; 

He that keepeth 2 shall not be ensnared.¥ 

A sinner shall be taken through his lips,”* 

Both a railer and a proud man shall stumble ™ thereby 

9  Accustom not thy mouth to swearing, 
And use not thyself to the naming of the Holy One; 

10 For as aservant that is continually punished will ® not be without wales,” 

So also” he that. sweareth and speaketh the Name * continually shall not be free 
from sin.” 
11 A man that useth much swearing will be full of unrighteousness,” 
And the scourge ® shall never depart from his house. 
If he offend,”* his sin is ” upon him ; 
And if he overlook it, he sinneth twice as much ; 
And if he swear in vain, he shall not be justified,® 
For * his house shall be full of calamities. 

12 There is a way of speaking whose penalty is ® death : 
May it not be * found in the heritage of Jacob. 
For all these things will ** be far from the godly, 
And they will ® not wallow in ® sins. 

13 Use not thy mouth to coarse filthiness,*” 


oO stl & 


Vers. 1-8. —1 A. V.: Governor of all my whole (as 248. Co.). 2 counsels (BovAy; ef. Com.). 8 And (xaé is found 
in III. 106. 155. 157. 248. Co. ; Old Lat., nec) iet me not (adyjs). * Who will (cf. note at xxii. 27), 5 thoughts (dtavon- 


patos). © they spare (hetowvrar) me not for. 7 And it pass not by my sins (ov py wap] Ta GuapTymara avTay. The 
text is doubtless corrupt, and the first mistake was in making deiowvrar of the preceding line plural, and the second, 
in writing here, avroy for wou. I restore, with Fritzsche, Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, and other authorities). 8 abound to. 
my destruction (248. Co. add ets cuvvtpiByv). 8 me (H. 106. 248. Co. add what appears in the A. Y. as an additional 
member, Whose hope is far from thy mercy). . 

Vers. 4-6. —10 A. V.: a proud look (cf. Com.). 1 But. 1 from thy servants always a haughty mind (marg., 


giant-like. Gr., kat érBvpiav ardatpepov am’ énod ; 106. 248. Co. Clem. of Alex., with unimportant variations, kat y- 
yav7sdn Yuxiv (106. omits last two words) amdorygov (106. adds tavra) dia mavtds amd SovAwy (106., dard Tod SovAov) cov, 
etc., appearing in A. V., in addition to what has been already given as ver. 5: Turn away from me vain hopes and 
concupiscence, And thou shalt hold him up that is desirous always to serve thee). 18 the greediness of the belly (cf. 
Com.) nor. 14 not over me, thy servant (106. 248. Co. add ray otxérny cov) into an impudent mind. 

Vers. 7-10.—15 A. V.: never be taken in his lips (the last three words are joined to ver. 7 in 157. 248. Co. Old Lat. 
and they insert as part of ver. 8, év TH appoovvp avrov; Old Lat., in vanitate sua. The heading of this section in IT. is 
matdeia otouaros ; Marg. of the A. V., Discipline of the mouth). 16 The sinner shall be left in his foolishness (cf. 
preceding note). 17 the evil speaker (AotSopos) and the proud shall fall (cxavdadrcOycovtat). 18 Neither use. 
19 peaten (éferagouevos. Lit., examined) shall. 20 a blue mark (aAwmos, the mark of a stripe, a weal, allied to our 
word “ maul ’’). 21 omits also (xaé ; it is omitted by 28. 248. 254. Co. Old Lat.). 22 nameth God (ovondgwr). 
23 faultless (amd duoprias ... . kaapicO4). 5, 

Vers. 11-18. — 24 A. V.: Shall be filled with iniquity (dvopias). 25 plague (waotté). 26 shall offend. 27 shall be. 
% acknowledge not his sin (vmepidsy). 29 maketh a double offence. 80 innocent (marg., justified. Gr., ducavw67y- 
cera). 81 But (ydp). 82 word (Aéé.s) that is clothed about with (dvrurepiBeBAnuévyn. Cf. Com. Fritzsche thinks 


“B29 stood in the original, fo be rendered, which is atoned for). 88 God grant that it be not (a needless use of the 
name of God). 84 such things shall, 35 shall. 36 in their. 87 to untemperate swearing (amaudevaia 
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For therein are sinful words.? 
14 Remember thy? father and thy mother, 
When thou sittest among great men, 
Lest haply thou be forgetful * before them, 
And through thy habit play the * fool, 
And wish that thou hadst not been born, 
And curse the day of thy nativity. 
15 A man® accustomed to opprobrious words 
Will not become disciplined ° all the days of his life. 
16 Two sorts of men multiply sin, 
And the third will bring down’ wrath: 
A soul, hot as burning fire, 
Will not ® be quenched till it be consumed ; 
A fornicator with blood relations 
Will not® cease till the fire hath burned out.” 
17 _— Every sort of * bread 7s sweet to a whoremonger, 
He will not leave off till he is dead.” 
18 A man that breaketh wedlock saith in himself? 
Who seeth me? I am compassed about with darkness, and “ the walls cover me ; 
And nobody seeth me; what should I* fear? 
The Most High will not remember my sins. 
19 And of men’s eyes he is afraid; ** ; 
And he perceiveth " not that the eyes of the Lord are ten thousand times brighter 
than the sun, 
Looking upon * all the ways of men, 
And observing the secret places.” 
20 The universe was known to him before it was made ; ” 
So also after it was completed.” 
21. =‘ This man shall be punished in the streets of the city, 
And where he suspected ” not he shall be taken. 
22 Thus also a™ wife that leaveth her ** husband, 
And bringeth in an heir by another.* 
23 ~—‘~ For first, she disobeyed ® the law of the Most High; 
And secondly, she trespassed™ against her husband ; * 
And thirdly, she played ” the whore in adultery, 
_And brought in * children by another * man. 
24 She shall be led ® out into the congregation, 
And calamity shall come upon * her children. 
25 Her children shall not take root, 
And her branches shall not bring forth * fruit. 
26 She shall leave her memory to be cursed, 
And her reproach shall not be blotted out. 
27 And they that remain shall discern that there is * nothing better than the fear 


of the Lord, 
And nothing ® sweeter than to take heed unto the commandments of the Lord.” 


dovpet ; text. rec., with IL. dmaSevoiav dovp7; 248. Co., axodacia dpxov ; 55., amadevota Spxov). 1 is the word of 
sin (Aéyos — used collectively — Gpaptias). 2 thy (text. rec. omits cov. It is found in ITI. X. 106., and is adopted by 
Fritzsche). 8 Be not (ujror’ émtAdOy) forgetful. 4 so thou by thy custom become a. 

Vers. 15-21. —5 A. V.: The man that is. 6 never be reformed. 7 pring (éwdéer). 8 hot mind is as a burn- 
ing fire, It will never. 9 in the body of his flesh Will never. 10 he hath kindled a fire. 11 All 
12 die. 13 Saying thus in his heart. 14 omits and. 15 need I to. 16 Such a man only feareth the eyes of men, 
17 knoweth. 18 Beholding. 19 considering the most secret parts. 20 He knew all things ere ever they were 
created. 21 they were perfected he looked upon them all (H. 248. Co. add kabopa Ta mavTa). 22 suspecteth. 

Vers. 22-28. —* A. V.: shall it go also with the. 24 her (avrys is added by 155. 157. 248. Co. Old Lat.). 25 an- 
other (marg., 2 stranger. Codd. 23. 248. 258. Co. read dAAov, instead of adAozpiov). 26 hath disobeyed. 27 hath 
trespassed. 28 own husband. 29 hath played. 30 brought (cf. ver. 22. Gr., mapiotaca. See Com Fritzsche 
adopts xa at the beginning from ITI. X. H. 28. 106. al.; text. rec. omits). 31 another (cf. ver. 22). 82 brought. 
38 inquisition shall be made of (emt r& Téxva avrqs éricKory Eotar). 8 ghall bring forth (oigovow from III. X. 55. 
106. 155. al.; teat. rec., Suécover) no. 35 know that there is. 36 that there is nothing. 87 Lord (H. 248. Co. 
Old Lat. add what appears in the A. V. as ver. 28: Jt is great glory to follow the Lord, And to be received of him is 


long life). 


v 
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Ver. 1. Their counsel. The reference is ob-|__ Ver. 13. *Araidevola Goupel, coarse filthiness. 


viously to what immediately precedes, ray Xetréwr. 

Ver. 2. Discipline of wisdom = discipline 
that leads to wisdom. — Mine ignorances. Cf. 
remarks on &yvo at 1 Esd. viii. 74. See also 
li. 19 of the present book. 

Ver. 3. The idea corresponds with that of the 
Oriental proverb: “The passage of a rat 1s 
nothing, .but if soon becomes a thoroughfare.” 
Or, better, the Latin as quoted by Grotius: 
“ Principiis obsta; sero medicina paratur cum mala 
per longas invaluere moras.” 

Ver. 4. Merewpioudy dp0aruav. We have trans- 
lated freely, with Fritzsche and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk 
(as also Luther, De Wette, and others, essen- 
tially) by “lascivious eyes,” believing that some- 
thing like FINW (lit., a lifting up) stood in the 
original Hebrew for the first word. The prayer 
naturally is meant in the sense: “Let me not 
have.” 

Ver. 6. Bodily appetite. So we have ren- 
dered xoiAtas pegs as harmonizing best with the 
context. And it is not appetite for food that is 
particularly meant, but rather Just, licentious de- 
sire. It is more clearly designated in the follow- 
ing phrase, lust of the flesh, ovvovoracpds, i. e., 
having sexual intercourse with any one ; and here, 
as the context shows, unlawfully. — Shameless 
mind. Shameless in the.sense that it gives free 
rein to lust. 

Ver. 7. Shall not be ensnared (namely, by 
the mouth), od wh Gag. The verb means be taken 
prisoner, and the idea is, he shall never become 
dependent as a slave upon it. 

“Ver. 8. In Cod. II. the division of members in 
verse 8 is as follows : — 


Ev tois xed. Kataherpd. 
“Auapr. kK. AoLS. K. UrEepyd. 
SkavdadicOy. ev avrois. 


KaraAebOjoerads is doubtless to be changed to 
KaTraAnpojoera although the manuscript author- 
ity for it is but slight (157.). The word in the 
original was probably 12> 

Vers. 9,10. The injunction here, like that of 

* our Saviour in Matt. v. 34, is not directed against 
judicial or solemn religious oaths, but profane 
swearing. Cf. also Jas. v. 12, and Stud. u. Krit., 
1852, p. 228. Profanity is followed by sins of 
other sorts, as much as the beating of slaves is by 
wales on the body. 

Ver. 11. Swear in vain (3:0 kevijs), i. e., 
without cause, rashly. Fritzsche would translate 
falsely, but simply on the ground that thereby 
the climax of the verse would be stronger. 

Ver. 12. Aééts advrimepiBeBaAnuevn Oavdtw, a 
way of speaking whose penalty is death. Gro- 
tius: “ Hebrei blasphemiam non nominant, sed 
aut circumscribunt, aut per avrlppacw significant.” 
The second Greek word used by our author is 
rare. Gaab says it is nowhere else found, which 
is a mistake. Fritzsche has found it in the 
Achilles of 'Tatius (v. 8), and in Hippocrates (ed. 
by Foésius, p. 760). Cf. Lev. xxiv. 15, 16.— 
Heritage of Jacob = the land of Israel. 





What is ill-bred, and in addition impure, is 
meant. The author does not seem to regard this 
as sin in itself, but only as leading to sin. Cf. 
the words of our Lord at Matt. xii. 86, and of 
Paul at Col. iii. 8. 

Ver. 14. The object of this admonition seems 
to be to prevent filthy, licentious words. By such 
words they would bring dishonor on their parents. 
— Thy habit (namely, of speaking low words) 
_,..and wish (as a consequence of what he had 
thoughtlessly done). 

Ver. 15. TMaidev0f, here become disciplined, re- 
fined. He would remain boorish and rough in his 
manners. 

Ver. 16. Commentators are not agreed as to 
first class here meant. We have translated, 
with Fritzsche and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, the words 
tvOpwros mépvos év cduart capkbs avTod as above, 
believing that in the Hebrew there stood for ev 
cdép., ete, MWD “NWA. Others (Gutmann) 
render: “aman guilty of masturbation ;” others 
(Luther, De Wette): “has in his body no rest,” 
joining the phrase to the following verb, ravanrat). 
— The fire hath burnt out, éws dv éxxaton mp, 
namely, the fire of passion. 

Ver. 17. Cf. Prov. v. 15; ix. 17. The thought 
is that it does not make any difference with such 
a person who or what the woman is. — Till he is 
dead, gws dv redevtjon. Others render: till he 
is through, i. e., till he has satisfied his lust. This 
is the second class: whoremongers in general. 
The third class, which now follows, are adulterers. 
Others, however, make all that has been hitherto 
said under this category refer to one class, and 
are therefore obliged to regard female adulterers 
(verse 22) as forming a distinct class, in order to 
make out the three. 

Vers. 18-20. The author, or at least his trans- 
lator, drops at the end of verse 18 the construc- 
tion with which he began the section, and does 
not take it up again till the beginning of verse 
21, which contains the proper conclusion. — 
Breaketh wedlock. Lit., passeth by his bed, 
namely, his marriage bed, in order to go to one 
that is not allowed. 

Ver. 21. In the streets. Where he runs 
about to sate his lust. He will get into conflict 
with some other person similarly inclined, or in 
some other such way be found out and punished. 


Ver. 22. Leaveth her husband. Is untrue 
to him. 
Ver. 23. Disobeyed, jmelOnce ev. This gram- 


matical construction is said to be found only here. 
— Brought in, i.e., into the world; or, perhaps 
better, to the rest of the family. She has placed 
them beside other children which properly belong 
to herself and husband. 

Ver. 24. Cf. Lev. xx. 10; Deut. xxii. 22. 

Ver. 25. The reading otcovow for décovct, 
which Fritzsche adopts, with the authorities above 
given, presupposes that NW, rather than 7/3, 
stood in the Hebrew text, ' 

Ver. 27. They that remain. Not simply her 


children are meant, but all who-knew her and her 
sad end, 
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> CHaprer XXIV. 


1 Wispom may praise * herself, 
And glory? in the midst of her people. 
In the congregation of the Most High may * she open her mouth, 
And glory * before his power. 
T came forth from * the mouth of the Most High, 
And covered the earth as a mist.° 
I dwelt in the heights,’ 
And my: throne was on ® a cloudy pillar. 
T alone compassed the arch of heaven, 
‘And walked about in the depth of abysses.? 
In the waves of the sea, and in all the earth, 
And in every people and nation, I got a possession.” 
7 With all these I sought rest ; 
And in whose inheritance should “ I abide ? 
8 Then” the Creator of all things gave me a commandment, 
And he that made me caused my tabernacle to rest, 
And said, Let thy dwelling be in Jacob, 
And thine inheritance in Israel. 
9 He created me from the beginning before the world, 
And I shall never fail. 
10 In the holy tabernacle I served before him ; 
And so was IJ established in Sion. 
11 _—_ Likewise in the beloved * city he gave me rest, 
And in Jerusalem was my power. 
12 And I took root among an honored * people, 
In ® the portion of the Lord, his inheritance.”* 
13 I shot upward like a cedar on “ Libanus, 
And as a cypress tree upon the mountains of Aermon.”® 
14 I shot upward ® like a palm tree on the sea shores,” 
And as a rose plant in Jericho, 
And as 7 a fair olive tree in a field ; 
And I shot upward * as a plane tree.” 
15 I gave an odor ® like cinnamon and the aromatic * aspalathus, 
And I dispersed ™ a pleasant odor like the best myrrh, 
As galbanum, and onyx, and sweet storax, 
And as the fume of frankincense in the tabernacle. 
16 Asa terebinth I spread * out my branches, 
And my branches were ™ branches of glory 8 and grace, 
17. As the vine brought I forth what was agreeable,* 
And my flowers,” the fruit of glory and riches.” 


oa - Ww wv 
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Vers. 1-7. — The title of the following section in TII. X. al. is copias aiveors ; 80 also in II., excepting the order. 


1A. Y.: shall praise (better, may praise, or Let wisdom praise. See Com.). 2 shall glory. 8 shall. 4 triumph 
(same word as in second line, Kavxjoeras, glory, vaunt herself). 5 came out of (@&jAGov ... . ad). 6 cloud 
(SuixaAn). 7 high places (not clear. The heavens are meant). 8isin.  % walked (weprerdéryoa) in the bottom of 


the deep (év Bader aBicowr). 10 got a possession (so the Greek, éxrmodunv. But Fritzsche, with Gutmann and others, 
properly suspects a false translation, supposing that YI stood in the original, for which ékr.ca should have been 


given. He accordingly renders, as does also Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, ‘I created.” Of. Com:). Ml shall. - 

Vers. 8-15.— 12 A. V.: So. 13 beloved (marg., holy, as 248. Co. Old Lat.). 14 in an honourable. 15 Even in. 
16 Lord’s inheritance. 17 was exalted (avudenv = raised on high ; 248. Co. leave off the prep.)....in. 18 Her- 
mon (‘Aepudv. This form of the word is also frequent in the LXX.). 1 wasexalted. * in Engaddi (év aiycadots ; 
248. Co., év addi, i. e., ev *Eyyadé; ev “Eyyasdous, 296. 808. ; év Tddous, 253. ; Old Lat., in Cades. All are clearly correc- 
tions for the first). 21 As (Fritzsche receives kaé from III. X. 106. 155. 167. 254. 296. 808. ; text. rec. omits). 
22 pleasant (@pai@ is prefixed by H. 248. Co.) field. *8 grew up (avuyddnv).  % tree by the water (the addition is 
from 248. Co. Old Lat.). 25 a sweet smell (douyjv. Codd. 23. 248. 258., with Co., omit it and the verb dédwxa). 
26 omits the aromatic (4pmydrtwv, which follows donddabos. In 248. Go., instead of the last word is read @s mdaAabos). 
27 yielded (ducSwxa). 

Vers. 16-22. — 28 A. V.: turpentine tree I stretched (see Com.). 29 are the. 80 honour (d0éys). 31 pleasant 
sayour (xépw; 248. Co., edwdiav. Cf. Com.). 32 flowers are. 83 honour (see ver. 16) and riches (As ver. 18 in the 
A. Y. there appears what has been added, with slight variations, by H. 248. Co. Old Lat.: I am the mother of fair love, 
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19 Come unto me, ye that desire me,' 
And fill yourselves with my fruits. 
20 For the thought of me is? sweeter than honey, 
And my possession than * honeycomb. 
21 They that eat me shall yet be hungry, 
And they that drink me shall yet be thirsty. 
22 He that obeyeth me shall not be ashamed,* 
And they that work by ® me shall not sin.® ; 
23 All these things are true of the" book of the covenant of the Most High God, 
The § law which Moses commanded us 
As ® an heritage unto the congregations of Jacob.” 
25 It filleth with 1! wisdom, as Phison, 
And as Tigris in the time of the new fruits. 
26 =It maketh insight ” abound like Euphrates, 
And as Jordan in the time of the harvest. 
27 ‘It maketh instruction * appear as the light, 
As Geon * in the time of vintage. 
28 The first man knew her not perfectly, 
And so ® shall the last not trace her out. 
29 ‘For her thought aboundeth more” than the sea, 
And her purposes than the great deep. 
30 I also came out as a canal? from a river, 
And as a conduit into a garden. 
31 I said, I will water my garden,” 
And will water abundantly my garden bed. 
And lo, my canal * became a river, 
And my river became a sea. 
32 I will yet make instruction * shine as the morning, 
And will send forth her light afar off. 
33 I will yet pour out teaching * as prophecy, 
And leave it to everlasting generations.™4 
34 Behold that I labored not * for myself only, 
But for all them that seek her.” 


And fear, and knowledge, and holy hope: I therefore being eternal, am given to all my children Which are named of 
him). 1 all ye that be desirous of me (X. Old Lat. add mavres after se). 2 my memorial is. 3 mine in- 
heritance than the., 4 never be confounded (248. Co. add Svarravros). 5 work by (€pyagouevor ev, Fritzsche ren- 
ders, make use of my service ; Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, gives himself trouble on my account. Of. Com.). 6 do amiss 
(&papricover). 

Vers. 23-29. —7A.V.: are the (the words supplied seem needful to complete the sense). 8 Even the. 9 omits 
us (Fritzsche receives juiv from III. X. 55. 155. 248. 253. 254. Co.), and has For instead of As. 40 Jacob (A. V., as ver. 
24, has an addition as follows: Faint not to be strong in the Lord; That he may confirm you, cleave unto him: For 
the Lord Almighty is God alone, And besides him there is no other Saviour. They come from H. 248. Co. Old Lat. with 


slight variations). U He filleth all things with his (248. Co. insert wavra before and adrod after T™s copias). 12 He 
.... the understanding to. 18 He... . doctrine of knowledge (maiSeiav, to which 248. Co. add yvdéoews) appear as 
the light (ef. Com.). 14 And as Geon (so H. 248. 254. Go.). 1 Nomore. 16 last find. W thoughts (8avénua ; 


TIT. 55. 106. 258. 254. 296. 808., the plur. ; 248. Co., same with the article) are more (ewAnOvv6n). 18 Counsels (3) BovdAy) 
profounder. 


Vers. 80-34. —19 A. V.: brook (marg., drain or ditch). 20 best (248. Co. add rov dpicroy to Kymov) garden. 
21 brook. 22 doctrine (radelav). 28 doctrine (SudacKadfav). *4 all ages forever (cis yeveds aidvwv). 25 have 
not laboured. 26 wisdom (avryv). 


CHAPTER XXIV. 


Ver. 1. The future, aivéce:, seems tostand for] Ver. 4. Was on a cloudy pillar = was a 
the imperfect of the Hebrew, which may be ren- cloudy pillar ; 7. e., it was in the heights of heaven. 
dered by may, can, or will. So in Baruch (iii. 29) it is asked concerning wis- 

Ver, 2. Congregation of the Most High, z.e.,|dom: “ Who hath gone up into heaven, and taken 
the Israelitish people. Cf. verse 12. — Before | her, and brought her down from the clouds?” 
(€vayr:) his power. This may be another ex-| Cf. also Ps. Lxviii. 345; Ixxxix. 5,6. The “cloudy 
pression for the temple, meaning the same as pillar” which led Israel in the wilderness cannot 
“before the ark of the covenant,” on which the| well be meant. The original dwelling-place of 
glory of the Lord was enthroned. Others trans-| wisdom is under consideration. It is not till 
late : before his host, namely, Israel or the heavenly | afterwards (verse 8) that her earthly habitation 
host. : is mentioned. 

Ver. 3. Cf. this verse and what follows with| Ver. 5. Depth of abysses. The bottom of 
Gen. i, 2, and Prov. viii. : 


ECCLESIASTICUS. 


345 


a a rr 


the sea is meant, as antithetic to the heights of 
heaven. ” . 

Ver.6. -I got a possession, éxrnoduny. This 
is generally regarded as a failure in translation. 


The word "3? probably stood in the Hebrew, 


as Gutmann and others suppose, and this is one 
of its meanings. But the meaning here should 
haye been created, worked, in order to bring it 
into harmony with the common representation 
that God first created wisdom, and that then it 
was with him in the creation and orderly arrange- 
ment of other things. Cf. Wisd. ix. 9. 

Ver. 7, 8. Gutmann thinks it possible that 
there is a reference here to the tradition found 


also in the Talmud (7°. my>Y, fol. 2), that God 
offered the Law to all the peoples of the earth in 
order; but none were ready to accept it, except 
Israel. 

Ver. 9. From the beginning, before the 
world, mpd Tod aid@vos am’ dpxijs. Bretschneider 
and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk suppose the last two 
Greek words to be simply a gloss on the preced- 
ing. Fritzsche, however, maintains that they are 
original, and used for emphasis. Cf, the LXX. 
at Micah v. 2 (am’ dpxiis e& iepdy aidvos), for a 
similar collocation of words. 

Ver. 10. In Sion, namely, in the temple on 
Mount Sion. 

Ver. 11. Was my power, éfouvcla. Here much 
the same as rule, sway. The Law, which accord- 
ing to this representation was the same as wis- 
dom, bore sway in everything that concerned the 
Jewish people. 

Ver. 13. In the LXX. at Ps. xxix. 6, we have 
also the same spelling of the word, A/Bavos. The 
cedar is often used in the Old Testament as an 
illustration. Cf. Smith’s Bib. Dict., art. “ Cedar.” 
— Mountains of Aermon. A mountain range 


is meant. The plural (227) is also found at 


Ps. xlii. 6. The reading “ Sion” (Syr. and Ar., 
followed by Bretschneider) for “ Aermon ” arose 
out of the fact that this was another name of the 


game mountain (]NW, the elevated). Cf. Deut. iv. 


48. 
Ver. 14. On the sea-shores, évaiyiadois. Bret- 
schneider, De Wette, Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, and 
others adopt the reading at Engedi (cf. Text. 
Notes). But it is likely that it arose from a 
gloss. At least, it is far more likely that it was 
an afterthought than the common reading. En- 
gedi was situated on the western shore of the 
Dead Sea, and was famous for its groves of 
alms. — Rose plant, pura fddov. Cf. Sol. Songs 
ii. 1, and Js. xxxvi., where alone in the English ver- 
sion of the Old Testament canonical books this 
flower is mentioned. The rose proper, however, is 
probably not meant in these passages. And in the 
present verse, as also at xxxix. 13, 1. 8, it 1s most 
likely that the Oleander is referred to. Cf. 
Furrer in Schenkel’s Bib. Lex., s. v.— A plane 
tree. This is a tree of the maple kind. 

Ver. 15. Aromatic aspalathus. It was a 
prickly shrub, yielding a fragrant oil. It is re- 
ferred to by Theognis (1193), and as an instru- 
ment of torture in Plato’s Republic (616 es) ek 
also Pliny, Hist. Nat., xii, 24. — Galbanum. 
This was one of the perfumes employed in the 
preparation of the sacred incense. The word is 
much the same in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, 
and it is supposed that the same thing is meant 
by it. Cf. Smith’s Bib. Dict., s.v.— Onyx. It 


f 








was probably the operculum of a certain species 
of shell-fish which was used for perfume. Cf. 
xxx. 34, where it is mentioned as one of the in- 
eredients of the sacred perfume. — Sweet storax, 


‘oraxrh. It is the Hebrew 7/2 of Ex. xxx. 34. 


The gum which exudes from the myrrh plant. 
Pliny (xii. 35) says: “ Sudant [i. e. myrrh-trees] 
sponte priusquam incidantur stacten dictam cur 
nulla prefertur.” Others, however, think it to be 
the finest kind of storax gum (Dioscor., i. 79). 
But it is doubtful if the latter would have re- 
ceived this name in Greek. Cf. Winer, Bid. 
Realwérterbuch, s. v. 

Ver. 16. Asaterebinth. It is-probably the 
Hebrew TDR, oak. In Arabic it is called Butm. 


According to Robinson: ‘‘ There is said to flow 
from incisions in the trunk a sort of transparent 
balsam, constituting a very pure and fine species 
of turpentine, with an agreeable odor like citron 
or jessamine.” He afterwards adds, however: 
“In Palestine nothing seems to be known of this 
product of the Butm!” Cf. Smith’s Bib. Dict., 
Ca 

Ver. 17. What was agreeable, xdpw. This 
seems a better rendering than that of our version, 
although Grotius also has: “ produxi vinum bene 
olens,” following the Old Latin, which has: 
“ suavitatem odoris.” It was doubtless intended as 
a paraphrase or explanation, but as such is mis- 
leading 

Ver. 21. The idea is beautiful, and not in 
opposition to that of John iv. 14. 

Ver. 22. Work by me, of épyaCduevor év euol. 
Clearer, who avail themselves of my help. Cf. xiii. 
4. The verb means to prosecute, realize, complete 
something, a work; or, without an object, to be 
active, to labor, to do business with, take trouble about. 
So eipydoaro év airois at Matt. xxv. 16. 

Ver. 23. Congregations of Jacob. This is 
possibly a reference to the various synagogues of 
Israel scattered among different nations and in 
different lands. Cf. Ps. lxviii. 26. 

Ver. 25. The lawis meant. It gives a fullness 
of wisdom, as Pison and Tigris a fullness of wa- 
ter. Cf. Gen. ii. 11, 14.— The time of the new 
fruits. The time when there was the greatest 
abundance of water in March and April. 


Ver. 27. Appear as the light, éxpalvey ds 
gas. Here, too, it is quite clear there has been a 
failure in translation. It was to be expected that 
along with the other rivers the Nile would be 
mentioned, as it evidently was in the original. 
The word there was most likely not TN, light, 
but “IN, river, by which name the Nile is 
sometimes known in Scripture. Cf. Is. xxiii. 3; 
Am. viii. 8. For this supposition the following 
phrase furnishes good support. There is no «at 
in the Greek before &s Inév. And it is a fact 
that at the time of the vintage in September and 
October the Nile stood at its highest point. Hence 
it is clear that Geon, i.e., Gihon, is used here as 
synonymous with the Nile. It is also so used in 
Jer. ii: 18, in the LXX. 

Ver. 29. Aboundeth (érAn6dv@n) more than 
the sea. The thoughts which flow out of it are 
more numerous and more grand and immeasur- 
able than the sea. 


Ver. 30. I,also. The writer, Jesus Sirach. 
—As a canal. Such as was used for irriga- 
tion. 
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Ver. 31. My garden. The word for garden with its inspiration, enthusiasm; Fritzsche, with its 
is here «fmov, while in the previous verse it is | fuliness. Bishop Lowth made an attempt to re- 
mapadercoy. produce the present chapter in Hebrew; and 

Ver. 33. As prophecy. Grotius says the} Fritzsche has printed the result in his Commen- 


meaning is, with the certainty of prophecy ; Gaab, itary, pp: 134-1386. 


———— ee 


CHAPTER XXV. 


il In three things I was beautified, 
And stood up beautiful before the Lord * and men : 
Unity ? of brethren, and * love of neighbors, 
And man and wife * that agree together. 
2  But® three sorts of men my soul hateth, 
And I greatly detest ° their life :" 
A poor man that is proud, a rich man that is a liar, 
An old adulterer wanting in understanding.® 
Tf thou hast not gathered in® youth, 
How canst thou find it in thine age? 
O how comely a thing ts judgment ™ for gray hairs, 
And for old men ® to know counsel ! 
O how comely 7s the wisdom of old men, 
And understanding and counsel to men of honor! 
Much experience 7s the crown of old men, 
And the fear of the Lord ® 7s their glory. 
7 Nine things I in mine heart pronounce * happy, 
And the tenth I will utter with my tongue: 
A man that hath joy of Ads children ; 
And he that liveth to see the fall of enemies ; 
8 Happy he ™ that dwelleth with a wife of understanding, 
And that slippeth not ** with Azs tongue, 
And that serveth not one unworthy of him ; 
9 Happy he that hath found prudence,** 
And that speaketh it in willing ears.” 
10 O how great ¢s he that findeth wisdom! 
Yetis he not ” above him that feareth the Lord. 
11 The fear of the Lord surpasseth everything ; ™ 
He that holdeth it fast, to whom ~ shall he be likened ? # 
18 Any ™ plague, but the plague of the heart, 
And any wickedness, but the wickedness of a woman. : 
14 Any” affliction, but the affliction of * them that hate me, 


on pp oD 


[=r) 


Vers. 1-4. —1 A. V.: beautiful (see Com.) both before God. 2 The unity (dudvora ; 248. Co., oudvoray, and later 
guriav). 8 the. 4 Aman and a wife (248. 253. Co. omit caf before arvjp). 5 omits But (6, as Athan., according 
to Holmes and Parsons). 6 am greatly offended at (rpoowx@ica). 7 life (¢w7, but here manner of life). 8 And 
(H. 106. 248. Co. have kai before yépovra) an old adulterer (23. Old Lat. Syr. Ar., wepov. But the former is supported 
by a passage from the Talmud) that doateth (€Aarrovmevov ovvecer). ® hast gathered nothing in thy (248. Co. add gov 
to veorntt). 10 canst thou find (evpors ; evp7js, 106. 248. 296. Co. Ald.) any thing (wisdom is meant). il judgment 
(plows. It is understood as a sentence pronounced upon others, by Wahl, Fritzsche, and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk). 
22 ancient men. 

Vers. 6-9.— 18 A. V.: God. 14 There be nine things which I have judged in mine (III. X. H. 55. 106. 157. al. Co. 
have pov) heart to be. 15 his enemy .... Well ts him. 16 hath not slipped (aor., but in the sense of the present), 
17 hath not served a man more unworthy than himself (avaéim avtod ; eavtod, IIT. 28. 55. 106. al. ; teat. rec., avrov). 
18 Wellis him .... prudence (povnaw. It seems to refer here to practical wisdom, quickness, keenness, and is rendered 
by Fritzsche and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, Klugheit. Fritzsche supposes that a line has fallen out at this, reading as fol- 
lows: ‘‘ Happy he who has found a true friend.’? The Old Lat. has a different form for yer. 9: beatus quit invenit 
amicum verum, et qui enarrat justitiam auri audienti. A. V. also, has in the margin, a friend, for prudence). 19 he 
that speaketh in the ears of them that will hear. 

Vers. 10-12. — 20 A. V.: is there none (ov« éoruv). 21 But the love (fdBos ; ayamyors S¢, 248. Co.) of the Lord passeth 
all things (wav; mavra, 106. 155. 157. 808.) for illumination (248. Co. add eis dwtropér). 22 holdeth it (xpatav aitoo) 
whereto (marg., to whom). 23 likened (A. V. adds, as ver. 12, with H. 248. Co. Old Lat. Syr. Ar., The fear of the : 
Lord is the beginning of his love: And faith is the beginning of cleaving unto him), 

Vers. 18, 14.—24 A. V.: Give me any. 25 And (kat is found before macav in IIT. X. 55, 155. 157. 254. 296. 308.) 
any.  %6 affliction from (éraywyyvy, usually visitation, calamity). 
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And any revenge, but the revenge of enemies. 
15 “There is no head above the head * of a serpent, 
And there is no wrath above the wrath of an enemy. 
16 I would rather dwell together ? with a lion and a dragon, 
Than dwell * with a wicked woman. 
17, The wickedness of a woman changeth her appearance,* 
And darkeneth her countenance like sackcloth.° 
18 Her husband sitteth down ® among his neighbors, 
And he heareth and sigheth" bitterly. 
19 <Any wickedness is 8 little to the wickedness of a woman ; 
Let the portion of a sinner fall to ° her. 
20 A sandy ascent to the feet of an old man,” 
So zs a wife full of words to a quiet man. 
21 Stumble not!at the beauty of a woman, 
And desire not a woman because of her beauty.” 
22 Ifa woman maintain her husband, 
There is strife, and impudence, and much shame.® 
23 Low spirits, and a sad countenance, 
And a wounded heart is a wicked woman.” 
She that doth not make happy her husband,” 
Maketh weak hands and feeble knees. 
24 Of the woman came the beginning of sin, 
And through her we all die. 
25 Give the water no passage, 
Neither a wicked woman liberty." 
26 If she go not as thou leadest,?® 
Cut her off from thy flesh.” 


Vers. 15-17. —1 A. V.: head ‘see Com.). 2 had rather dwell. 8 to keep house (évorxjoat ; IT. H. 23. 248. al., 
ouvorkyoa). 4 face (6pacw ; 157. 248. Co., mpocwror). 5 sackeloth (marg., lake a bear ; text. rec., cdxxov, which 
Fritzsche would reject for dpxos, with III. X. 23. 55. 248. al. Co.; Old Lat., tanquam ursus et quasi saccum ostendit , 
see Com.). 

Vers. 18-25.—® A. V.: shall sit (avamecetra. AS we sometimes say, lies back, lies off, i. e., takes recreation). 
7 when he heareth it (see Com.) shall sigh (248. Co. add 6’ avTny). 8 All wickedness is but. 9 upon. 10 As 
(H. 248. Co. Old Lat. have &s) the climbing up a sandy way (avaBaots auuddys) is... . the aged (sing.). 1 words 
(marg., scolding. Of. viii. 8, ix. 18). 12 Stumble not (mpooméogs, here in the sense of, “ Be not carried away ”’). 
18 her not for pleasure (yuvaika wy emimoOjoys- Fritzsche inserts év kdAAev after the first word, with III. X. 55. 106. 
155. al. Old Lat. In 248. Co. there are added to the yerb the words eis tpup7v). 14 A woman, if she. 15 Ts full of 
anger (opy7, but by meton. put for that which it excites), impudency (obs.).. . . reproach. 16 A wicked woman 
abateth the courage, maketh a heavy countenance and a wounded heart. 17 4 woman that will not comfort (7rts ob 
paxaptet ; 248. Co., wapaxadccer for last word)... . husband in distress (év orevdce, added by 248. Co.). 18 liberty 
(rapinotav, received by Fritzsche from IIT. X. H. 23. 106. 248. al. Co.; teat. rec., £oveiav) to gad abroad (248. Co. add 
é£68ov ; Old Lat., veniam prodeundi). 19 wouldest have her (kara xetpa cov). 20 flesh (A. V., has an additional line 
as follows : And give her a bill of divorce, and let her go (248. Co. add SiSou kai amodvaov)). 





CHAPTER XXV. 


Ver. 1. The author continues to speak in his terer!”? Gutmann has noticed that the Talmud 


own person. The text, however, has become cor-|( 77, DH, fol. 113) calls attention to these 
rupt, as the lack of connection in the thought | three hateful things, and adds to them a fourth, 
plainly shows. But it is not so easy to restore | namely, “a trustee (Vorsteher) who without rea- 
the original readings. Fritzsche, adopting a con-| son proudly exalts himself over his congregation.” 
jecture of Apel, would read jpdoOny for &patcOnv;|} Ver. 7. Nine things, brovohuara. Supposi- 
and for cal avéorny of the following line accepts | tions, thoughts; but here, subjects, classes. of per- 
the suggestion of Arnald, that kal éorly &paia be| sons. It is not clear, however, that our author 
substituted. ‘The rendering would then be: Three} qoes mention so many classes, and it is natu- 
things please me, And are comely (see verse 5)\ rally suspected that something has been lost 
before the Lord and men. ‘The thought has more | from the text. The different classes spoken of 
of a climax when under the term “ brethren” | are distributed as follows: Two in verse 7, three 
fellow countrymen are understood. in verse 8, two in verse 9, one in verse 10, 

Ver. 2. A rich (man that is a) liar. Ina and one, without doubt the tenth, in verse 11. 
person who by his circumstances is raised above | Fritzsche conjectures that a clause may have 
the necessity of make-shifts to get along, lying | been lost after AlcOnce in verse 8. (See Text. 
might seem less excusable than in a poor man. — | Notes.) The ten could be made out, too, if in 
‘Wanting in understanding, éAartovmevoy cuvécet. | verse 11 the reading a&ydrnois be adopted for 
This is added as explaining the preceding sur- péBos, with 248. Co. and our English version. 
prising thought, “an old man who is an adul-!But this is obviously an afterthought. The 
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addition, moreover, found in the Syriac and Ar- 
abic translations after verse 9,— “ Happy is he 
who is not cast down in poverty, And who in 
misfortune does not lose courage,” — does not 
inspire confidence, since the text of these versions, 
at this point, in other respects is confused and 
incomplete. 

Ver. 15. No head above the head. We 
have here indeed kepaah; but it is doubtless 
given as the translation of tS", which ought to 
have been rendered by poison, as not infrequently 
in the Old Testament. Cf. Deut. xxxii. 33; Ps. 
lxix. 21; Jer. viii. 14; Lam. iii. 5, 19. 
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dark-colored, coarse upper garment. The read- 
ing &pxos (2), bear, seems, however, on some 
accounts preferable, and is well supported. Cf. 
Text. Notes. : 

Ver. 18. He heareth. Whether it be of 
happy or miserable homes, his own heart is 
heavy, and relieves itself in sighs. 

Ver. 22. The A. V. imputes the anger to the 
woman. ‘The Greek text, however, leaves it 
indefinite to whom it is to be imputed. 

Ver. 24. We all die. In that death is the 
consequence of sin, which she introduced into the 
world. Cf. Rom. v. 12; 2 Cor. xi. 3; 1 Tim. ii. 


Ver. 17. Sackcloth, cdkkor, pw, a sack. A}j4, 
Caapter XXVI. 
1 BLEssED 7s the man that hath a good? wife, 


And? the number of his days shall be double. 


A good wife 7s a good portion ; 


oO me ww bw 


A capable wife ® rejoiceth her husband, 
And he shall fulfill his years * in peace. 


It ° shall be given in the portion of them that fear the Lord. 
The heart of a rich and also of a poor man is content, 
At all times his countenance is cheerful. 

There be three things that mine heart feareth, 


And over’ the fourth I humbly pray: 
The slander of a city, and ® the gathering together of an wnruly multitude, and a 


false accusation ; 


All these are more distressing ® than death. 


And she will not cover her ® shame. 


2) oo} Sie) Ss 


And in her eyelids recognized. 
10 


A” grief of heart and sorrow is a woman that ?s jealous over another woman, 
And a scourge of the tongue which communicateth with all. 

An evil wife is an unmatched yoke of oxen; ™ 

He that layeth * hold of her 7s as one that graspeth ® a scorpion. 

A drunken woman “ causeth great anger, 


The whoredom of a woman is in her bold eyes 


Keep watch over a headstrong daughter, 


Lest having indulgence she use it against herself.!” 


ial 
12 


Guard against the seductions of a bold eye, 
And marvel not if it lead thee astray 
As a thirsty traveller will open his mouth,” 


19 


And drink of every water near at hand,” 
So right before every peg ” will she sit down, 
And open her quiver over against the * arrow. 


Vers. 1-4.—1A. V.: virtuous (dya0js. 
11; Prov. xii. 4, Sr ma). 


Cf. ver. 3). 


2 For (kat). 


4 The years of his life (248. Co. Old Lat. read rijs gwas before avTov). 


8 virtuous woman (yur) av8pefa. Of. Ruth iii. 
5 Which. 


6 Whether a man be rich or poor, if he have a good heart towards the Lord (mAovaiov 88 kal rrwx0d Kapdia ayaby ; 248. 
Co. add zpos x¥prov), He shall at all times rejoice with a cheerful countenance (év mavti Kaipd mpdowmov tAapoy , 248. 


Co. insert €xovres before ihapdv, and yavpidcovew after it. 
Vers. 5-8. —7 A. V.: for (ézé). 


10 But a. 
ill-matched), 
254. Co.). 


12 hath (xparov). 


impudent. 


® By every hedge (marg., stake ; Gr., taoadAov). 


The reference is still to the man who has a good wife). 
: 8 was sore afraid (rpocdmm édSejOnv. 
with Co. Old Lat., read éhoB76nv for the latter). . - . omits and. 


Codd. TIT. 55. 106. 155. 157. 248. 253. 296., 
® worse (uox@npd. Cf. Com..on the whole passage). 


41 ts a yoke (marg., yoke of oxen) shaken to and fro (caAcvojevov = driven hither and thither, i. e., because 
13 though he held (6 Spacodevos. ; 

4 woman and a gadder abroad (248. Co. add kat peuBas). 
Vers. 9-18. —16 A. V.: may be known in her haughty looks and eyelids. 
Com.), keep her in straitly, Lest she abuse herself through overmuch liberty (see Com.). 
19 She trespass against thee (cis a& TANKMLEAH ON). 
when he hath found a fountain (248. Co. add ebpav mmynv after ordua avoiéer ; 


The article is omitted by III. H. 55. 106. 248. 
10 her own (avrjs). 
1 Tf thy daughter be shameless (see 
18 Watch over (see Com.) an 
20 She will open her mouth, as a thirsty traveller 


Old Lat., ad fontem). 21 near her, 


*3 against every (évavte BéAous). 
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13 The grace of a wife delighteth her husband, 
«And her discretion fattens + his bones. 
14 A silent * woman 7s a gift of the Lord ; 


. And there is nothing so much worth ® as a mind well instructed. 
15 A shamefaced woman is grace upon grace,‘ 
And a continent mind cannot be valued.® 
The sun arising in the heights of the Lord,* 
So’ the beauty of a good wife in the ordering of her house. 
A light upon the holy candlestick beaming forth,® 
So * beauty of face 7° on a noble stature.” 
Golden pillars upon a silver pediment,” 
So fair feet upon firm soles.” 
Over two things my heart is grieved, 
And over the third cometh anger upon me :# 
A man of war that suffereth poverty, 
And if ® men of understanding are not set by," 
One ™ that returneth from righteousness to sin — 
The Lord prepareth him * for the sword. 
A merchant will ® hardly keep himself from doing wrong ; 
And a huckster will ” not be declared free * from sin. 
Vers. 14-18. —1A. V.: will fat. 2 silent and loving (H. 248. Co. add xai evvous ; Old Lat., sensata). 8 worth 


(see Com.). 4 shamefast (obs. ‘‘Shamefaced was once shamefast, shamefacedness was shamefastness, like: 
steadfast and steadfastness ; but the ordinary manifestations of shame being by the face, have brought it to its present: 


16 
17 
18 
28 


29 


orthography,”) and faithful (an addition of 248. Co. Old Lat.) .... is a double grace. 5 her (avrjs, added by 28.. 
248. 253. Co.) ... . valued (ov« éort oradmds ras aétos, there is not any worthy weight, i. e., to weigh it). 6 As the 
sun when it ariseth (#Avos dvaréAAwv) in the high heaven (marg., Gr., in the highest places of the Lord). 7 So is. 


8 As the clear light is upon the holy candlestick (Avxvos éxAdrwy emi AvXVias ayias). ® So is the. 10 the face.. 
11 in ripe age (marg., in constant age ; see Com.). 12 As the golden pillars are upon the sockets of silver (émi Bacews, 
dpyvpas- The same in the dat. plur. in 248. Co. Old Lat.). 18 So ure the fair feet with a constant heart (see Com, 
For yers. 19-27, see next note). 

Vers. 19-27. These verses, with slight variations, are an addition found in H. 248. Co. Syr. Ar. A. V.:— 

1$ Myson, keep the flower of thine age sound ; 

And give not thy strength to strangers. 
When thou hast gotten a fruitful possession through all the field, 
Sow it with thine own seed, trusting in the goodness of thy stock. 
So thy race which thow leavest shall be magnified, 
Having the confidence of their good descent. 
A harlot shall be accounted as spittle : 
But a married woman is a tower against death to her husband. 
A wicked woman is given as a portion to a wicked man: 
But a godly woman is given to him that feareth the Lord. 
A dishonest woman contemneth shame : 
But an honest woman will reverence her husband. 
A shameless woman shall be counted as a dog ; 
But she that is shamefast will fear the Lord. 
A woman that honoureth her husband shall be judged wise of all; 
But she that dishonoureth him in her pride shall be counted angodly of all. 
A loud erying woman and a scold 
Shall be sought out to drive away the enemies. 

Vers. 28,29. —14 A. V.: There be two things that grieve my heart, And the third maketh me angry. 
16 that are not set by (see Com.). 17 And one (xa is found in Old Lat. Syr.Ar.), 18 such a one (avrov). 
20 freed. 


15 omits if. 
19 shall, 


CHarTeR XXVI. 


Ver.1. Shall be double. Asthoughdonbled,| Ver. 5. Whence the A. V. derived the read- 


because not embittered by a comfortless home. 
Cf. Prov. xxxi. 10. 

Ver. 2. Cf. Prov. xii. 4. TWAnpdw. This word 
is often used in New Testament Greek as synony- 
mous with redezy, to finish, conclude. As it respects 
time, it is equivalent to the Hebrew 212. Cf. 


Gen. xxix. 21; Lev. xii. 4. 
Ver. 3. ’Aya6h is the rendering for it, 


which allows considerable variety of meaning, 
according to the connection. 


Ver. 4. This verse is closely connected with 
the preceding in thought. 





ing époBfOny is clear from the notes above. —I 
humbly pray, mpocdérw edefAny, 2. e., with my 
face bowed to the earth. Others render: J pray 
before (the Lord).— The slander of a city, etc. 
There is great diversity of renderings. The Greek 
is: S:aBoAhy woAews, «al exxdnolay BxAov, Kab 
katapevoudv. ‘The first two words, at least, seem 
correctly rendered in the A. V., slander of a city ; 
meaning, on the part of a city, its citizens. The 
rendering of 8xAov by “unruly multitude,” a 
“mob,” would also be allowable. Cf. Acts xxiv. 
18; and Xen., Hist. Greca, iv. 4,11. Fritzsche, 
however, suspects that there has been a false 
rendering on the part of the Greek translator, 
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mon being read instead of praip) or mrp. 
He would therefore translate by “abuse of the 
people.” And it is not to be denied that this 
sense is more suitable to the context. The word 
karavevoudv (= kardevow), in this form, is not 
elsewhere found, though its meaning is clear. 

Ver. 6. The fourth thing against which he 
prayed for deliverance is now stated. — Jealous, 
aytl(ndos, alate and an infrequent word. It is used 
in the sense of the Latin zelotypus, emulus. Cf. 
XXXVil. 11. — Maow émixowwvotca, which com- 
municateth with all, 7. e., makes communication 
of her suspicions respecting her husband to all. 
This seems to be the sense, although some critics 
give a different rendering. Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, 
“ And the scourge of whose tongue hits all.” 

Ver. 8. Will not cover her shame. 
will live in open unchastity. 

Ver. 9. Grotius comments: “ Oculi elati et 
mobiles palpebre arguunt impudicas.” 

Ver. 10. A headstrong (dd:aTpérrw) daughter. 
One is meant who cannot be easily persuaded to 
restrain her inclinations on the presentation of 
good reasons. —‘Eavtf xphanta. Some suppose 
self-abuse, onanism, is here referred to. But the 
meaning seems rather to be that, if she have too 
much indulgence, she will use it to her own detri- 
ment. 

Ver. 11. Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, with De Wette 
and others, like our A. V., suppose that the ad- 
monitions given still have reference to the un- 
governable daughter ; but the peculiar language 
employed is decidedly against it: émicw.... 
piaAata, guard against [going] after, or, if not, be 
not surprised if evil consequences follow. The 
next verse describes more fully such a fallen 
woman; and we should not suppose that the 


She 
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author would draw directly for any father such a 
possible picture of his own daughter. 


Ver. 13. Fatten his bones. Give them mar- 
row, —a figurative expression common to the 
Old Testament. 

Ver. 14. *AvrdAAaypa. Cf. vi. 15. 

Ver. 16. “HaAvos is without the article. There 
being but one in our planetary system, it ap- 
proaches the significance of a proper name. Cf. 
Winer, p. 119. 

Ver.17. ‘Haucla craclun. One point of com- 
parison is in the light on the candlestick ; and it 
would seem therefore that #Arciq should be taken 
here in the sense of stature. So Linde, Gaab, De 
Wette, Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, and Fritzsche. Gut- 
mann translates as the A. V. 

Ver.18. répvors evorabots, This is the usual 
reading. The words have made great difficulty. 
Many critics (Gaab, De Wette, Bunsen’s Bibel- 
werk, and Fritzsche) accept the suggestion of 
Grabe, to read for the first word mrépvas (then 
cvordOuots), So fair feet upon firm soles (lit., heels). 
The Old Latin supports this conjecture: “super 
plantas stabilis mulieris.” 

Ver. 28. Not set by, cxvBadrtcbaow. SxvBa- 
Aov is dung, filth, refuse; hence the verb means 
to treat as filth. 

Ver. 29. This verse obviously begins a new 
section, and should have been the first of the fol- 
lowing chapter. The A. V. has well rendered 
the words Zusopos and kdanaos (IL., kdundos!) by 
merchant and huckster, respectively. The first 
one means, literally, passenger, then one who trades . 
by sea or land, a wholesale dealer. The Kdarnaos 
(or ayopaios) purchased his goods of the former, 
and his business was more local, and on a much 
smaller scale. 





CuHarteR XXVIL 


I Many sin? for a small sum,? 
And he that seeketh to increase it ® will turn his eye * away. 


ao —»~ wo wv 


As a peg is driven ® between the joinings of the stones, 
So doth sin press in ® between buying and selling. 
Unless a man hold himself diligently’ in the fear of the Lord, 
His house shall soon be overthrown. 
As when one sifteth with a sieve, the refuse remaineth, 
So the filth of man in his thought.® 
The furnace proveth the potter’s vessels, 


So the trial of a man 7s in his discourse.® 


a 


Its fruit revealeth * if the tree have been dressed," 


So the utterance of the thought a man’s heart.” 
Praise no man before thou hearest him speak, 


For this 7s the trial of men. 
Jf thou followest righteousness, thou shalt obtain her, 


And put her on, as a glorious long robe. 


Vers. 1-4. —1 A. V.: have sinned (aor.). 
(dpOadrudy ; H. 248. Co. Old Lat. add adrod). 


2 matter (see Com.). 
5 nail sticketh fast (rayjoerat maccados). 


3 for abundance (see Com.). 4 his eyes 


6 stick close (cvvOAtBicetar 


amaptia. I adopt the suggestion of Fritzsche that this verb is to be read instead of avvtpiBicera i 

14 in the Greek text, where the former is found. The Old Lat. has here, moreover, Biss = © ah ie aa 

ever (De Wette, Wahl), would give to cuvrpiByjcerat the reflexive sense, will press itself in, which it will hardl 'b 

7 diligently (see Com.). 8 talk (I adopt the marginal reading. Cf. Com.). : prt 
Vers. 5-10, —° A. V.: ofman ... . reasoning. 10 The fruit (6 kaprds avrod) declareth 

12 So is the utterance (Adyos ; 23. 248. 258. Co., Aoyvopds) 

(see Com.). 


(0 1 dressed (see Comm.). 
of a conceit in the heart (kapdias ; 248. Co., év xapdiqa) of man 


ECCLESIASTICUS. dol 
ee ee rT EEE EREEERREE salem 
9 The birds will resort + unto their like, 
So will truth return unto them that practice it.? 
10 As the lion lieth in wait for the prey, 
So sin for them that work unrighteousness.” 
11 The discourse of a godly man 7s always wisdom,‘ 
But the ® fool changeth as the moon. 
12 Among men of no understanding,’ observe the time,’ 
But be continually among men of understanding. 
13 ‘The discourse of fools is an abhorrence,* 
And their sport ¢s in the wantonness of sin. 
14 The talk of him that sweareth much maketh the hair stand upright, 
And their brawls make one stop his ears. 
15 ‘The strife of the proud 7s bloodshedding, 
And their wrangling painful ® to the ear. 
16 He who revealeth ? secrets loseth his credit, 
And shall not find a friend™ to his mind. 
17 ~— Love #hy friend, and be faithful unto him ; 
But if thou revealest his secrets, 
Follow no more after him. 
18 For as aman hath destroyed his enemy,” 
So hast thou destroyed * the love of thy neighbor. 
19 And as thou lettest a bird go out of thy * hand, 
So hast thou let thy neighbor go, and shalt not get’ him again. 
20 =©Follow not after him, for he keepeth himself far off, 
And hath escaped as a gazelle ** out of the snare. 
21 Fora wound” may be bound up, and after reviling there may be reconcilement ; 
But he that revealeth ® secrets is without hope. 
22 He that winketh with the eye deviseth * evil, 
And no one will get rid of * him. 
23 When thou art present, he will speak sweetly, 
And will admire thy words ; 
But afterwards * he will alter his speech,™ 
And give thy words an offensive turn.” 
24 J hate * many things, but nothing like him,” 
And * the Lord will hate him. 
25 He who ™ casteth a stone on high casteth 7¢ on his * head, 
And a deceitful stroke shall make wounds. 
26 He who” diggeth a pit shall fall therein, 
And he that setteth a trap shall be taken therein. 
27. ‘-He that worketh mischief, it shall fall upon himself,™ 
And he shall not know whence it cometh upon him.” 
28 Mockery and reproach are from the proud, 
And * vengeance, as a lion, shall lie in wait for him.** 
29 They that rejoice at the fall of the righteous shall be taken in the snare, 
And anguish shall consume them before they die. 


30 Malice and wrath, also * these are abominations, 
And the sinful man shall have them.” 

Vers. 9, 10.—1 A. V.: resort (karadvoes = turn in to lodge). 2 practise in her (pyagouévovus avryv ; 248. Co. omit 
avryv). 3 iniquity (aduxa ; 248. Co., xaxcav). 

Vers, 11-15. —4 A. V.: with wisdom (copia ; 248. Co., év copia). Ba. 6 If thou be among the undiscreet 
(eis wévov aovverwr). 7 time (see Co7.). 8 is irksome (mpocdxfopua). 9 revyilings are grievous (see Com.). 

Vers. 16-20. —10 A. V.: Whoso discovereth. 11 never find friend. 12 bewrayest (same verb rendered ‘‘ discover- 
eth,” 7. e., “ revealeth,”’ in preceding verse). 13 enemy (see Com.). 14 lost (amdAecas. The verb is amwAccev in 
the preceding line) . . . . thy neighbour (rod mAnoiov ; Tod mAnoiov, II. IIT. X. 28. 55. al.). 15 As one that letteth a 
bird go out of his (xat ws weretvov ex xeELpos wou améAvaas). 16 get (Onpevoers, 7. €., get by hunting). 17 Follow after 
him no more, for he is too (aréa7). 18 He is as a roe (see Com.) escaped. 

Vers. 21-30. —19 A, V.: ‘As for (87) a wound (text. rec., Opatopa; for which Fritzsche reads tpadua, with III. X. C. 
23. 55. 248. al. Co. It is also the reading of II.) it. 20 bewrayeth (see ver. 17), 21 eyes worketh (rexraivet). 
22 he that knoweth him will depart from (ovdeis abrov amoorjoet ; H. 248. Co., 0 cids avToV amroaTHGETAL). 23 at the 
last (dorepov). % writhe his mouth (Stactpeper 7d oTda avrov. For last text. rec. has gov; avrov, III. X. Co al. 
I adopt the marg. reading of A. V.). 25 slander thy sayings (see Com.). 26 have hated. 27 him (see Com.,). 
23 For. 29 Whoso. 30 his own. 81 him. 32 gmits upon him. 33 But. 84 them (23. 248. Co. have 


avrovs for airérv). 35 even (ka, also, i. e., in addition to what has been already mentioned). 36 them both. 
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Ver. 1. ’Adiapdpov. The same word is found 
at vii. 18, and xlii. 5. The connection shows that 
“a small amount of property” is meant. — 
TIAn@ovau, to increase his little. Cf. Prov. xxviii. 
22,and 1 Tim. vi. 9.— Will turn his eye away. 
Some understand from the poor; others, from jus- 
tice and honesty; and_ still others, apparently 
nearer the truth, from God. 

Ver. 3. Kparhon kata omovdhv. Fritzsche and 
some others conjecture that the last two words 
are a false translation for something in the He- 
brew which stood for “ wealth,” and would ren- 
der, therefore: “If one do not acquire property 
in the fear of the Lord.” This would certainly 
correspond better with the context than the ordi- 
nary rendering. But the writer may have left the 
thought suggested by Fritzsche, or a similar one, 
to be inferred from what he actually says: “The 
one who without reference to the fear of the Lord 
(goes about the acquisition of property), His 
house,” etc. 

Ver. 4. Seicpa for ceicpds occurs only here. — 
It is the refuse, not properly the chaff, but the 
heavier stuff, dirt, that will not blow away.— In 
his talk (A. V.). Better, in his thought, mind (Aoy- 
tone). It does not go away with the small talk. 

Ver. 5. Atadoyiou@, (A. V.) reasoning. Better 
here discourse. ‘This shows what the man has in 
him. 

Ver. 6. Tedpyiov is variously rendered, and 
has in itself several meanings. Bretschneider 
and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk think of inoculation, graft- 
ing; De Wette, Gutmann, and Gaab, on the cul- 
tivation of the tree in general. Fritzsche, going 


back to the Hebrew mw, supposes the quality 


of the soil is referred to. Cf. Matt. xii. 33, “for 
the tree is known by his fruit.”” — Oitws Adyos 
evOvphuatos Kapdlas dvOpémov. After Adyos, Wahl 
would supply xaprés éorwy. This makes tolerably 
good sense, but does not satisfy all the critics. 
Fritzsche is inclined to accept, for évOuunuartos, 
evOuunuata, suggested by Grotius, and supply 
éxpatver. The meaning would then be: “So re- 
veals the (spoken) word, the fruits of man’s heart,” 
2.¢., his thoughts. 


Ver. 8. The odhpn was the talar, a gar- 
ment reaching to the feet. Cf. the Apocalypse, 
i. 13. 


CHAPTER 





x 


Ver. 10. The curse of sin is sin, and ever 
more and greater sin. Cf. Prov. xiii. 21. — For 
hpay, prey, in the first line, Cod. II. has @vpay. 
Cf. Gen. iv. 7; Job xxxi. 9. 

Ver. 11. Changeth as the moon. He says 
now this, now that. The thought is antithetic to 
the “ always wisdom ” of the preceding clause. 

Ver. 12. Observe the time, i. €., to go away. 

Ver. 15. The word diaroddpnors, wrangling, is 
said to be found nowhere else. 

Ver. 18. Bretschneider, who is followed by 
Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, supposed that the Greek 


translator read here TZ, enemy, instead of TS, 


prey, game, which stood in the Hebrew text. But 
the common text gives a passable sense: “ As 
a man hath destroyed his enemy,” i. e., totally 
(amdaecev), “So hast thou destroyed the love of 
thy neighbor.” 

Ver. 20. Asa gazelle (Sopxds). The animal 
meant is what is more generally known as the 
antelope. The Arabs hunt it with dogs. It is 
still common in Palestine. Cf. art. ‘‘ Gazelle,” in 
Riehm’s Handwérterbuch. 

Ver. 22. Winketh, 7.e., as is sometimes said 
colloquially, “tips a wink.” The man who, in- 
stead of speaking out frankly his meaning, com- 
municates it by winks and sly suggestions. 

Ver. 23. Give thy words an offensive turn. 
Lit., “ And in (through, év) thy words will give 
offense” (oxdvdarov ; 248. Co., the plur.). The 
last word may, however, be taken in its original 
sense, and then the meaning would be: And 
through thy words will lay a trap. 

Ver. 24. Ihate. The aorist, éulonoa, is used, 
as so often, to express what is usual, and always 
true. — Kal odx euolwoa avrg, And I do not com- 
pare anything with him, i. e., in hate, or, I hate 
him worst ofall. 

Ver. 25. A deceitful stroke — a stroke given 
one in the back, from a place of concealment. It 
makes trouble for him that gives it. There is an 
old proverb with a similar sense: “ For an honest 
man half his wits is enough; the whole is too 
little for a knave;” and another: ‘The fox ends 
by getting into the furrier’s shop.” , 

Ver. 29. Consume them before they die = 
before the common period appointed for a man’s 
life has elapsed, or up to the time of death. 


XXVIII. 


1 He that revengeth shall find vengeance from the Lord, 
And he will surely keep his sins? 2x remembrance. 


2 Forgive to thy neighbor an injustice,” 

And then thy sins shall* be forgiven when thou prayest. 
3 One man holdeth fast anger * against another, 

And doth he seek pardon ® from the Lord ? 
4 He hath not mercy on a man® like himself, 


And doth he plead on account of his own” sins ? 


Vers. 1-4.—1A. V.: sins (Suacmpudv dvagrypioer. Fritzsche gives this as the reading of IIT. X. C. 68. Ald. August 
It is also that of II. But this critic retains in his text, darypav Svarypycer. There is but little difference in the genersl 
meaning). 2 Forgive thy .... the hurt (aSiknua; it has the article in 248. Co. The same omit cov after mAnaiov) 
that he hath done unto thee. 3 So shall (kat rére). . . . Sins also. .* beareth hatred (cvvrnpet opyjv). 5 pardon 
(iaow, healing). © sheweth no mercy (ov« éxet gAeos) toa man whichis. 7 ask forgiveness of (Setrar) his own. 
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He that is flesh keepeth resentment! * 
Who will atone for * his sins ? 
Remember the end,’ and let enmity-cease ; 
Remember corruption and death, and abide in the commandments. 
Remember the commandmenis, and cherish not resentment against thy * neighbor ; 
Remember the covenant of the Highest, and overlook a fault.° 
Abstain from strife, and thou shalt diminish thy sinning ; ° 
For a furious man will kindle strife, 
And‘ a sinful man disquieteth friends, 
And scattereth calumny * among them that be at peace. 
10 = As the material ® of the fire is, so it burneth ; 
And as the subject of the strife is, so it burneth.” 
As a man’s strength ™ is, so is his wrath, 
And according to his riches his anger riseth. 
11 A hasty contention kindleth a fire, 
And a hasty fighting * sheddeth blood. 
12 If thou blow the spark, it shall burn, 
If thou spit upon it, it shall be quenched ; 
And both these come out of thy mouth. 
13 Curse the whisperer and double-tongued, 
For he hath ® destroyed many that were at peace. 
14 -A backbiting * tongue hath unsettled * many, 
And driven them from nation to nation ; 
And * strong cities hath it pulled down, 
And overthrown houses” of great men. 
15 A backbiting tongue hath cast out capable * women, 
And deprived them of their labors. 
16 He who giveth heed unto it shall find no ” rest, 
Nor shall he dwell in peace. 
17. The stroke of the whip maketh marks ™ in the flesh, 
But the stroke of the tongue breaketh the bones. 
18 Many have fallen by the edge of the sword, 
But not so many as have fallen by the tongue. 
19 Happy-is™ he that is defended from it, 
Who hath not experienced the fury thereof ; * 
Who hath not borne ™ the yoke thereof, 
And hath not™ been bound in her bands. ‘ 
20 For the yoke thereof 7s a yoke of iron, 
And the bands thereof are bands of brass. 
21 The death thereof zs an evil death, 
And Hades * were better ” than it. 
22 It shall not get possession of the godly,” 
And they shall not burn in the flame thereof, 


oe - Oo ss} cp ifr 


Vers. 5-9. —1A. V.: If he that is but flesh nourish hatred (airds cap dv Siarypet pyve). 2 intreat for pardon of 
(€ftAdcerat). 8 thy end (ra éoxarta). 4 bear no malice to thy (uy pnvions To wAnotov; cf. ver. 5). 5 wink at 
ignorance (see Com.). 6 thy sins (auaprias, but obviously in the sense of sinning, one’s own sinning). 7 omits. 
And (with 248. Co.). 8 maketh debate (¢uBadec SiaBodyjv. Fritzsche receives the former from III. X. 55. al. Co. Old 
Lat. ; teat. rec. (with I1.), éuBadaev). 

Vers. 10-12. —9 A. V.: matter (see Com.). 10 And the stronger they are which contend, the more they will be 
inflamed (see Com.). 11 And (X. 58. 254, 296. have cai) as....strength(? influence). fighting (uaxn, rendered 


yer. 8, “ strife; ’? but it means here a strife that comes to blows and blood). 

Vers. 13-17. —13 A. V.: such have (text. rec. with II. plur. Fritzsche adopts the sing. from IIT. X. 55. 106. 155. 157. 
307.). 14 packbiting (lit., “a third,’’ but 248. Co., Suc, as also in the following verse, with 157. At this point 
the Rom. ed. of the LXX. (1587) has the following annotation in the margin: ‘‘In the margin of the Vatican Codex 
(? I1.) there is written, yAoooa tpiTh, TeTpHTHLEVD.”’ Nothing of this sort appears in the edition of this MS. by Cozza). 


15 disquieted (not strong enough for éodAevce here). 16 omits And (as 55. 254.). 7 the houses. 18 yirtuous 
(dvSpecas ; cf. xxvi. 2). 19 Whoso hearkeneth . . . . shall never find. 20 And never dwell quietly .... marks 
(uddwmas. Fritzsche adopts pddwra, from IIT. X. 0. 55. 106. al. ; Old Lat., livorem). 

Vers. 18-22. —-21 A. V. : Well is. 22 And. 23 passed through the venom thereof (SunAGev ev 74 Oun@ adrijs, 
“ passed through in the midst,’ etc.). 2 drawn (elAkuge, but better understood in the Occident if ‘‘ borne” is used). 
25 Nor hath. 26 The grave. 27 better (AvaotreArjs ; cf. Tob. iii. 6.). 28 have rule over (kparyoy) them that fear 
God (evccBav). 9 Neither shall they be burnt with (€v .... 00 KayjcovTat). 
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23 


They that? forsake the Lord shall fall into it, 


And it shall burn among them,” and not be quenched ; 
It shall be sent upon them as a lion, 
And destroy * them as a panther.* 


24 


Look that thou hedge thy possession about with thorns, 


Bind ® up thy silver and thy ° gold, 


25 


And weigh thy words in a balance,’ 


And make a door and bar for thy mouth ; 


26 


Beware lest perchance thou slip * by it, 


And ® fall before him that lieth in wait. 


Vers. 23-26. —1A. V. Such as (ot). 
* leopard (see Com.). 5 And bind. 
106. al. Old Lat.). 


2 in them (év avrots éxxajoerat ; cf. Com.). 
6 omits thy (as text. rec. and II. Fritzsche receives cov from X. C. H. 55. 
7 weigh thy words in a balance (rots Adyous vou Toiyaor Guyoy Kat crabudy. In 248. Co. the two 


3 devour (Avmavetrat). 


words are written together, ¢vydcra0yov. Both were used for the balance, the former standing for the beam, and the 


latter for the weight, and they are probably used in connection here for emphasis, ‘‘ weigh carefully ”’). 


thou slide not (mpocexe mymws OALcOHo7s). ® Lest thou. 


CHAPTER 


Vers. 1,2. Cf. Ps. exxx. 3; Matt. vi. 14, 15, 
vii. 2, xvili. 85; Rom. xii. 19. On the difference 
between the teaching of our book and that of our 
Lord in the passages of the New Testament re- 
ferred to, see Keerl, Die Apokryphenfrage, p. 46. — 
Shall be forgiven, Av@jcovra. The verb means 
to loosen, as opposed to déev, to bind. On its force 
at Matt. xvi. 19, cf. the commentators, and 
Cremer’s Lex., sub voce. 

Ver. 7. Overlook a fault, rapide &yvoiay. On 
the latter word, cf. xxiii. 2, and 1 Esd. viii. 75. 

Ver. 10. The members are misplaced in the 
common text. That which is put at the end 
should come immediately after the first, in order 
to preserve the parallelism; “ As the material of 
the fire is, so it burneth; As the subject (orepe 
wow) of the strife is, so it burneth.” It is prob- 
able, as Fritzsche and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk agree, 


that DY YD stood in the original, in the sense of 
“according to the subject;” but the translator 
mistook it for ©3292, jsirmness, strength. Still, 


with the latter meaning an intelligible sense is 
possible. Cf. for the thought, Prov. xxvi. 20, 21. 

Ver. 12. Come out of thy mouth, 7.e., are 
within thy easy control. 


Ver. 13. KartapdcOu. The infinitive for the 
imperative. Cf. Winer, p. 316. 

Ver. 14. A backbiting (tplrn) tongue. The 
A. V. brings out the sense correctly. ‘A third 


tongue,” according to Oriental usage, means a 
tongue that makes discord, sows calumny. It is 
thought by some that the author had the Samari- 
tans in view, who are mentioned in Ez. iv. It is 
more probable, however, if any particular case is 





8 Beware 


XXVIII. 


(J327Y, fol. 15). In the Orient one says: “ The 
third tongue, or the tongue between, slays three 
persons, — the calumniator, the calumniated, and 
him who listens.” Cf. Gutmann, Com., in loc) 


Ver. 19. Borne the yoke. Cf. Matt. xi. 29+ 
tpare tov (uvydv mov. At Deut. xxi. 8 we have 
the expression, “drawn in the yoke” (7iv2). 
Cf. Van Lennep, Bible Lands, p. 76. 

Ver. 21. Real death is preferable, he would 
say, to such a death-in-life, such a civil and social 
ostracism, as it causes. 

Ver. 22. Kpathaon, shall not get at, get power 
over, and so dominate. The first thought is more 
in place here: not even get possession of, much 
less rule. 

Ver. 23. Intoit. The stinging, torturing fire 
which a calumniating tongue kindles, is meant. 
Cf. Jas. iii. 6. —’Ev abrots éxxahoera. Cf. the 
Hebrew and LXX. at Numb. xi. 1: “The fire 
of the Lord burnt among them, and consumed 
them.” — As a leopard (rdpdadis). The Greek 
word was used by the ancients for leopard, pan- 
ther, and ounce. In Homer the word mdy@np is 
also found, and wépSaaArs is his usual way of spell- 
ing the former word. On the panther (which is 
here meant) and its habits, cf. Van Lennep, Bible 
Lands, pp. 249-254. The word “leopard” is 


never properly used of the 53 of Scripture. It 
was a ward first introduced in the fourth century 
to distinguish the African from the Asiatic “ pan- 
ther.” 

Ver. 24. The meaning seems to be: “If thou 
wouldest not suffer irreparable loss, be watchful 


in view, that the intrigues of court are meant.| over thy tongue: it needs guarding quite as much 
A parallel passage is quoted from the Talmud |as thy land, or thy silver and gold.” 


CHAPTER XXIX. 


1 Hz that practiceth mercy 4 will lend unto his neighbor, 

And he that supporteth with ? his hand keepeth the commandments. 
2. Lend to thy neighbor in time of his need, 

And pay thou thy neighbor again in due season. 


Vers. 1,2.—1 A. V.: is merciful (rowdy édeos). 


2 strengtheneth (see Com.). 
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3 Keep thy word, and deal in good faith? with him, oo 
Avid thou shalt always? find the thing that is necessary for thee. 
4 Many reckon what is lent as something found,* 
And put them to trouble that help ® them. 
5 Tiil he get it,® he will kiss one’s hands," 
And for Ais neighbor’s money he will speak humbly ; ° 
But when he should.repay,® he will prolong the time, 
And return words of grief, 
And complain of the time. 
6 If he be able,” he shall hardly get back ™ half, 
And he will count it as something found ; ” 
But ® if not, he hath deprived him of his money, 
And he hath gotten him an enemy without cause ; ¥ 
He payeth him with cursings and railings, 
And for honor he will pay him disgrace. 
7 Many therefore refuse because of swch baseness,® 
Fearing to be defrauded to no purpose.”® 
8 Yet have thou patience with a man in poor estate, 
- And delay not to shew him mercy. 
9 Help a poor man” for the commandment’s sake, 
And turn him not away empty ™ because of his poverty. 
10 Lose money for the sake of a brother and» friend, | 
And let it not rust under the * stone to be lost. 
11 Lay up thy treasure according to the commandments of the Most High, 
And it shall bring thee more profit than the * gold. 
12 Shut up alms in thy storehouses, 
And it shall deliver thee from all ill-fortune.” 
13 It shall fight for thee against thine enemy,” 
Better than a mighty shield and strong ™ spear. 
14 A good man will be” surety for his neighbor ; 
But he that is shameless will fail ** him. 
15 Forget not the favor™ of thy surety, 
For he gave himself * for thee. 
16 _ A sinner will overthrow the fortune of ” a surety, 
17. And a man of ® unthankful mind will fail him that delivered. 
18  Suretyship hath undone many of good estate, 
And shaken ® them as a wave of the sea; 
Mighty men hath it driven from their homes,” 
So that they wandered among foreign ** nations. 
19 A sinner falleth ® into suretyship, 
And he that runneth after gain falleth into suits. 

Vers. 3-5. —1A. V.: Keep (arepéwoov = make firm, strong ; in the LXX. generally, confirm, settle) thy (H. 248. Co 
add gov). 2 faithfully. 3 always (év rav7i katp@, at any and every time of need). 4 when a thing was lent them, 
reckoned it to be found (as etpewa evdproay davos). 5 helped. 6 hath received (AaB). 7 a man’s (avtod = the 
lender’s) hand. (Fritzsche adopts the plur. from III. X. 106. 155.) 8 submissly (obs.), 9 repay (Kat év Karp aro- 


EWS ). 
peat 6-10, —10 A. V.: prevail (I adopt the words in the margin. The Greek is, éav iaxvoy. It refers to the borrower). 
11 receive (xopicerar) the. 32 count as if he had found it (Aoyvetrar ado ws evpeua). 18 omits But (6é). 14 cause 
(IL., with Ald., has ov before Swpeav). 15 therefore (odv. It is adopted by Fritzsche from III. X. H. 55. 106. 155. 
948. 254. Co.; text. rec. omits) have refused to lend for other men’s ill dealing (xépw movypias aréotpepav ; 55. 106. 157. 
254. add xeipa ; 248. Co., aad Tov avOpmrov). 16 defrauded (drocrepyOjvat Swpedv evAaBHOncay ; 23. 55. 248, 253. Co. 
add 6é after the first word; the second is omitted by 248. Co. as A. V.). 47 the poor (évyTos). 18 omits empty 
(kevov, as 23. 248. Co.). 19 thy money for thy (8a) brother and thy. 20 a (the art. is found in the Greek, referring 
to some particular and much thought of stone, that stone. For iw6yrw, 248. Co. Old Lat. read caraxpvBy aiTd. See Com.). 

Vers. 11-15.— 1 A. V.: omits the. 22 affliction (kaxaaews ; others, il/ treatment). 23 enemies. *4 strong 
(Fritzsche receives éAnfs from ILI. X. H. 28. 55. 106. 155. 157. 254. 296. 807. 808.; text. rec., adAxqs. The former is also 
the reading of II.). 25 An honest (ayaés)... . is (éyyujoerat). 26 impudent .... forsake (I adopt the marg. read- 
ing. Fritzsche adopts éyxaraAciwer from 55. 106. 157. 248. 253. 254. Co.; ILL., évcaradcier; text. rec., karadreiyer). 
27 friendship (xaptTas). 28 hath given his life (eSwxe . .. < Tv Yuxhy avTov). 

Vers. 16-19. —29 A. V.: good estate (dya0d) of his (248. Co., ayabnv éyyinv avarpéper). 80 he that is of an. 
81 Jeave (see ver. 14) him in danger.... delivered him. 82 shaked. 83 houses (amgxice). 4 strange. 85 A 
wicked man transgressing the commandments of the Lord (auaptrwads rapaBaivwy évtoAas xupioy, H. 248. Co. Old Lat. 
Syr. Ar.) shall fall (eumeodv ; LIL. 55. 106. al. Co., éumecetra). 36 wndertaketh and followeth other men’s business 
for gain shall fall into suits (see Com.). 
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20 Help thy neighbor according to thy power, 

And take heed to thyself that thou fall not.* 
21 The chief thing for life ’s water, and bread, 

And clothing, and a house to cover shame. 
22 Better zs the life of a poor man under a roof of beams,” 

Than delicate fare in other men’s houses.’ 
23 — Be it little or much, hold thee contented, - 

And the reproach that thou art a stranger thou shalt not hear.‘ 
24 It is®a miserable life to go from house to house ; 

And ° where thou art a stranger, thou canst not open thy mouth.’ 
25 Thou shalt entertain, and feast, and have no thanks ; 

And besides,® thou shalt hear bitter words: 
26 Come along, stranger, furnish * a table, 

And feed me if thou hast anything *° ready. 
27. Give place, stranger, to an honorable man ; = 

My brother cometh to be lodged, and Ihave need of mine house. 
28 These things are grievous to a man having discernment : ¥ 


Upbraiding about a dwelling, and the reproach of a creditor.¥ 


Ver. 20.—1 A. V.: beware that thou thyself fall not into the same. 


Vers. 22-25.—2 A. V.: man in a mean cottage (the literal rendering is better). 
4 That thou hear not the reproach of thy house (Fritzsche receives this member from 248. Co. Old Lat. Syr. 
however, the suggestion of Grotius to read maporxias for oiktas; Old 
6 For. 
cets and avolées from III. X. 55. 106. 157. al. Co. ; text. rec., 
Such a collocation of words is found also in Aristoph., P/wt., 1001). 
10 of that thou hast (et te év TH xEUpt). 
12 man of understanding (avOpamw éxovte ppovnor. 
Fritzsche renders the last word by insight, discernment ; 


tpiots). 
Ar. which is not found in the teat. rec., adopting, 
Lat., peregrinationis. See Com.). & For it is. 


TovTOLS. 

Vers. 26-28. —9 A. V.: thou stranger, and furnish. 
honourable man (see Com.). 
248. Co. 
feeling, sensibility, Old Lat., sensus, which Fritzsche says 


3 another man’s house (év aAAo- 


7 darest not open thy mouth , Fritzsche adopts mapocxy- 
mapokyoer and avoiéer). 8 Moreover (kal mpos émt 


11 thou stranger... - 
The first word is wanting in 
Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, with others, by “ Gefiihl,” 
is not the meaning of the word ‘‘ here or elsewhere ”’). 


18 The upbraiding of house-room (émuripnors oikias), and reproaching of the lender (kau dverStrr05 Savercrov). 


CuapPTER XXIX. 


Ver. 1. ‘O émoxdwv, one who makes strong, sup- 
ports.. This is the meaning of the Hiphil of 
PIT, for which this Greek word probably stands. 
It refers to lending to the poor neighbor. Cf. 
Deut. xv. 7, 8; Prov. xix. 17; Matt. v. 42. 

Ver. 2. And pay thou; namely, thou debtor, 
thou that hast borrowed. 

Ver. 3. The thing that is necessary. The 
money that one needs to borrow will be forth- 
coming, if one pay his debts promptly and keep 
his promises. 

Ver. 5. Return words of grief. Instead of 
paying back the borrowed money, he will put on 
a doleful countenance, and talk of misfortunes 
and hard times.—’AxkySias, without care, but 
used here in the sense of grief, as also at Bar. 
iit. I. 

Ver. 6. "Edy icxvon. If he (the debtor) have 
the power, be able (to pay).— He, namely, the 
other, the creditor. — But if not, namely, if the 
debtor be not able to pay. This sudden change 
of subject is not uncommon in Greek prose au- 
thors. See also Luke xix. 4; Mark ix. 20. Cf. 
Winer, p. 632. — And he (the creditor) hath got- 
ten him an enemy. — He (the debtor) payeth. 

Ver. 8. It is supposed that the man is really 
poor ; and not like him just mentioned, one who 
pleads poverty to get rid of paying his just dues. 
Cf. Matt. xviii. 26. 

Ver. 10. The meaning is: “ Rather lose thy 
money by lending it to thy poor Israelitish brother, 
than by hoarding it up in a miserly way to do no 
one any good.” —’Iwéjrw, rust. Used in this 
sense only in the language of the people, since 








gold cannot properly rust. Cf. xii. 10, and Ep. of 
Jer. 12, 24; Jas. v. 8, with Meyer’s Com. on the 
last passage. 

Ver. 11. More profit than the gold. Be 
more useful than the mere heaping up of money. 
Cf. Luke xii, 33. 

Ver. 12. Shut up alms. Money for benevolent 
purposes (cAenuoavvnr). 

Ver. 15, Himself, rhyv yuxhv abrod. “ Periculo 
damni aut etiam servitutis semet opposuit, ut te liber- 
aret.” Grotius. The debtor who did not pay 
could be sold with his wife and children into 
servitude. Cf. Keil, Archdol.; p. 726 ff. 

Ver. 18. Mighty (8vvarous), z.e., wealthy, and 
so influential. 

Ver. 19. A sinner (auaptwads) falleth into 
suretyship. He does not become surety for an- 
other as a matter of friendship or duty. He goes 
into it rashly for the sake of gain, and so ruins 
himself. There is no occasion for rejecting, with 
Bretschneider and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, auaptrwrds 
as a corruption ; or with De Wette to render: 
‘He becomes a sinner who falls into suretyship.” 
— Runneth after [jobs for the sake of] gain, 
didkwv epyoAaBelas. The latter word: means, a 
contract for doing work. 'The verb in a secondary 
sense signifies to do anything to make money ; 
and that seems to be the thought here, with 
special reference to advancing money in enter- 
prises where great returns are expected. — Falleth 
into suits (eis xpiceis), namely, suits at law, or, 
perhaps better, into judgments. He will be con- 
demned by the courts, and so have the reputation 
of a bad or dangerous character in the commu- 
nity. 
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Ver. 21. The chief thing (apy7‘) : the staff, as we | ever, it will always be suspected that the sentence 
are more accustomed to say. —To cover shame. | was inserted by somebody to supply the place of 
This refers to the clothing, rather than to the} a lost clause. 
house. Cf. Phil. iv. 11. Grotius, Bretschneider, Ver. 27. °Amd mpoodmov dééns means either 
Fritzsche, and others receive, on the basis of the | from before (to) a man of honor, or with Fritzsche 
authorities above given, the additional words|it may be referred to the dwelling, “Get out of 
found iv the text as the second member of this|this splendor,” i, e. this splendidly furnished 
verse : “ And the reproach,” ete. Naturally, how-| dwelling. 





CHAPTER XXX. 


_ 


He that loveth his son causeth him oft to feel the rod, 
That he may have joy over his later life.’ 
He that disciplineth his son shall have joy in him,’ 
And shall rejoice in® him among Ais acquaintance. 
He that teacheth his son maketh his enemy envious,* 
And before fis friends he shall rejoice in° him. 
Though his father die, yet he 7s as though he were not dead,°® 
For ke hath left one behind him that ‘s like himself. 
While he lived, he saw and rejoiced,’ 
And when he died he was not sorrowful : 
He left behind him an avenger against Ais enemies, 
And one that shall requite kindness to Ads friends. 
He that indulgeth a*® son shall bind up his wounds, 
And shall be inwardly ® troubled at every cry. 
A horse not broken becometh ” headstrong, 
And a son left to himself will be willful. 
9 Treat tenderly a™ child, and he shall make thee afraid, 
Play with him, and he will bring thee to heaviness. 
10 Laugh not with him, lest thou have sorrow with him, 
And lest thou gnash thy teeth in the end. 
11. Give him not ™ liberty in hs youth, 
And wink ® not at his follies.“ 
12 Bow down his neck while in his youth,® 
And beat his sides 1° while he is a child, 
Lest he become?” stubborn, and be disobedient unto thee, 
And thou have anguish of soul.” 
13 Discipline ® thy son, and hold him to labor,” 
Lest his shameful 2 behavior be an offense unto thee.” 
14 Better a poor man,” sound and strong of constitution,” 


CO =a 1 CF fm oo bh 


Vers. 1-4. —1A. V.: Of him in the end (én’ éoxdrwv avrov. Fritzsche reads éoydrwv, with X. 23, 55. 155. al. Co. ; text. 
rec., dat. sing.; Cod. IT. also has écxérwv, by the first hand. The title of this section in II. III. X. al. is mepl TéKVwV). 
2 chastiseth (wadevwv) . .. . joy in him (marg., good by him; Gr., dviceras ex? adté ; 248. Co., edppavOjaerar én’ avT@). 
8 Of. 4 prieveth the enemy (rapagndwcer Tov éxOpov). 5 Of. 6 dead (lit., ‘* His father died, and it is as 
though he died not”’). 

Vers. 5-9. —7A. V-: rejoiced in him (248. Co. Old Lat. add én’ avT@). 8 maketh too much of his (mepuxwv ; 248. 
Co., mepufrjxwv. Bee Com.). 9 his bowels will be. 1° becometh (éeBaiver. So Fritzsche, with III. X. 0. H. 23. 55. 
106. 155. al. Co. ; text. rec., awoBaiver). 11 child left to himself (vids aveuévos, let loose) will be wilful (é«Baivec 
mpoadys. The latter word, used metaphorically, means, inclined to a thing, ready, and then, hasty, rash. Bunsen’s 
Bibelwerk, muthwillig). Cocker thy. 

Vers. 11-18. — A. V.: no. 13 wink (apiSys, look to one side, overlook). 14 follies (ayvolas, generally, igno- 
rances, but here properly rendered. In the tect. rec. there is some confusion in the text of vers. 11, 12, owing, it should 
seem, to a fault of the transcriber. He omitted two lines, the last of ver. 11 and the first of ver. 12. They are wanting 
in Il. Il. X. C. 23. 55. 68. Fritzsche has followed H. 248. Co, Old Lat. Syr. Ar. in restoring them. They are already 
found in the A. V.). 15 he is young (év vedry7t, as in the previous line). 16 beat him on the sides (@Adgov Tas 
meupas avTov, pound, bruise his ribs ; Luther and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, make his back blue). 17 wax stubborn (ocxAnpvv- 
Geis). 18 so bring sorrow to thine heart (€orar cou odivn Woxis). 19 Qhastise (raiSevcor). 20 labour (épyacau ev 
avrg. Gaab, De Wette, take pains with him; Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, let him serve thee. The A. V., however, seems to 
have got the true sense). 21 lewd. 22 offence unto thee (avTod npookdyys, which Fritzsche adopts from IIT. x. C. 
23. 55. 106. al. Co. Old Lat. ; text. rec., cov mpookoyy. Bunsen’s Bibelwerk renders, “ Lest thou have vexation through 
his disgrace ’’). 

Vers. 14-18. —2 A. V.: is the poor, being. (The heading of this section in some authorities is mept vyéevas ; in IT., as 
in 55. 254. wept Bpwudztwv. Other MSS. place the title before ver, 16.) 24 constitution (ge. = a permanent condition, 
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Than a rich man that is afflicted in his body. 


15 Health and a good constitution are * above all gold, 
And a strong body above infinite wealth. 
16 here is no riches above a sound body, 
And no joy above the joy of the heart. 
17 Death zs better than a bitter life, 
And eternal rest than? continual sickness. 
18 Delicacies poured out * upon a mouth shut up 
: Are as messes of food set * upon a grave. 
19 What good doth an ° offering unto an idol ? 
For it can neither eat ® nor smell ; 
So 7s he that is afflicted’ of the Lord: 
20 He seeth with his eyes and groaneth, 
As an eunuch that embraceth a virgin and sigheth. 
21 Give not way * to heaviness, 
And afflict not thyself with thy reflections.° 
22  Gladness of heart 7s the life of a man,” 
And the joyfulness “ of a man prolongeth his days. 
23 ~— Love thyself,” and comfort thy heart, 
Remove sorrow far from thee; 
For sorrow hath killed ® many, 
And there is no profit therein. 
24 Envy and wrath shorten the life, 
And care ™ bringeth age before the time. 
25 A liberal heart and one merry by good cheer 


Will have care for its food.” 


habit. Of. following verse). 1 and good state of body are. 2 Or. (The words kat avdravots aidvos Fritzsche, 
with Bretschneider, receives from H.; Old Lat., requies eterna; Syr. Ar., the grave ; text. rec. omits-) 8 delicates 
poured. 4 messes of meat set (@¢uaTa Bpwuatwrv). 

Vers. 19-25. — 5 A.V.: the. 6 For neither ean it eat nor smell. 7 persecuted (marg., afflicted; Gr., éxduwxd- 
revos. Sickness is referred to). 8 over thy mind (thy Wuyjv gov, t. e., thyself). 9 in thine own counsel (see 
Com.). 10 The gladness of the .. . of man. 11 (marg., exultation ; Gr., ayadAtaua). 12 thine own soul (Tv 
Yuxhv cov. See ver. 21. Codd. C. 23. 155. 258. 254. 807. 808. read awéra for aydra ; cf. xiv. 16). 13 killed (Fritzsche 
adopts amédecev from III. X. C. H. 106. 155. 157. 296. ; 248. Co. the same, and add kal amékrewvev ; text. rec., amexrevver). 
14 carefulness. 15 cheerful and good heart will have a care of his meat and diet (Aaumpa — ef. xxxi. 28 —KxapSla kat 
ayaby ent eécpact THY Bpwydtwy avrys émuseAjoetat. This verse is the twelfth of chap. xxxiii. of the Greek text. See 
Com.). 


‘ 


CHAPTER XXX. 


Ver.1. ’EvdeAexhoe. Here used exceptionally | rules in the inspired books of the Bible is quite 
in a transitive sense. Adron refers to “son,” and|another one. Cf. Deut. xxxi. 12, 13; Prov. 
limits éoydrwy, may rejoice over his later life. xxiii. 15. It encourages no weak indulgence 

Ver. 2. Rejoice in him. Cf. for a similar} (Prov. xiii. 24; xxii. 15; xxix. 15), but just as 
construction Ps. xlix. 6; Prov. xxv. 14; Rom. v. | little unsympathetic and unloving harshness 
2,— Among (his) acquaintance. Naturally, it | (Matt. xix. 13; Acts ii. 39; Eph. vi. 4; Col. iii. 
would not be in good taste to rejoice over him in|21), An old Greek proverb is also worth con- 
this sense among strangers or doubtful friends. sidering: “He who is most severe against his 

Ver. 3. Saw and rejoiced. Saw during his|son in admonitions is harsh only in words ; in his 
life the son, and rejoiced in him as a well edu-|treatment he is a father. —Tougid¢ew = to have 
cated, dutiful son, and died in peace with the|pain in the back teeth, but here is equivalent to 
assurance that he would go on as he had begun. | BpJxew. The name yéudios was given to the 

Ver. 6. An avenger. Cf. art. “Cities of| molar tooth. 

Refuge,” in Smith’s ib, Dict. ; and “ Blutriiche,”| Ver.14. Afflicted. The word pepaoriyapevos 
in Keil’s Bib. Archdol., pp. 720, 734. means, rather, scourged, beaten. But as the refer- 

Ver. 7. Tepuptxwy, cool off round about, and so | ence of the context is to sickness, the A. V. doubt- 
refresh, indulge. — Bind up his wounds, produced | less gives the true sense. 
in brawls into which his ungoverned passions had| Ver. 17. ternal rest, i.e. in the grave. 
led him. — Troubled at every cry, i. e., while his} There is probably no reference to the promised 
wounds are dressed. rest of the godly, and the passage itself, as will 

Vers. 9-12. One might suppose the advice | be seen, is but poorly supported. 
here given was for the treatment of slaves rather} Ver. 18. Cf. remarks at Tobit iv. 17, on cer- 
than children, and it would even then be harsh. | tain funeral customs. : 


The underlying idea is undoubtedly good, andj Ver. 19. ’Exdiwkduevos, afflicted. This verb 


needful in our day, as well as in that of the 
author of our book. But, in detail, it would be a 
very unsafe principle to follow. The spirit that 


means to chase up, drive out, banish. The sense 
here must be, punishes, or visits with chastisement, 
| affliction. Luther renders: “whom God makes 
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sickly. Sickness is held to be a chastisement also 
at xxxvili. 15. _, 

Ver. 21. In thine own counsel (A. V.), év 
Bova cov. This rendering is not clear. BovaAg 
might better be taken in the sense of deliberation, 
reflection, and refer to that revolving of painful 
thoughts in one’s mind which is so characteristic 
of certain temperaments. 

Ver. 23. proportionate regard for one’s 
self is the highest duty. “The best, the most 
Christian-like pity we can show is to have pity on 
our own souls; the best, the most acceptable ser- 
vice we can render is to do justice and show mercy 
to ourselves.” Coleridge's Aids to Reflection. Be- 
tween verse 24 of this chapter and xxxvi. 16, the 
chapters and verses of the common Greek text 





are in great disorder. And although this text is 
supported by all the Greek MSS. with but one 
exception (248.), it is obviously incorrect, as the 
want of connection in the thought sufliciently 
proves. The Old translations, Arabic, Syriac, 
and Old Latin, on the other hand, give a differ- 
ent arrangement. And since the latter, as far as 
age is concerned, have nearly or quite as much 
weight as the former, they have been commonly 
followed. In Fritzsche’s judgment, only thought- 
lessness and exegetical incapacity would lead an 
one to decide in favor of the order of the Gree 
MSS., since according to them some verses would 
be wholly unexplainable, and without any proper 
connection in the text. Happily, in this case, we 
find our English text already on the right side. 


CHAPTER XXXI. 


pt 


SLEEPLEsSNEss for the sake of ! riches consumeth the flesh, 
And the care thereof driveth away ? sleep. 
Sleepless care ® will not let a man slumber,* 
As a sore disease breaketh ® sleep. 
A rich man tireth himself out ® in gathering riches together, 
And when he resteth, he is sated with his delicacies.” 
A poor man tireth himself out in a straitened life, 
And when he resteth, he cometh to want.® 
He that loveth gold shall not be justified,° 
And he that followeth corruption shall be sated with «t,” 
Gold hath been the ruin of many,” 
And their destruction was before them.” 
It is a stumbling-block * unto them that sacrifice unto it, 
And every fool shall be taken therewith. 
Blessed is a rich man who “is found without blemish, 
And hath not gone after gold. 
Who is he? and we will call him blessed ; 
For wonderful things hath he done among his people. 
Who hath been tried thereby, and found perfect ? 
Let it also be to his * glory. 
Who could transgress, and transgressed not 
Or do evil, and did it not? 
His goods shall be assured,” 
And the congregation shall speak much of ” his alms. 
If thou sit at a bountiful table, 
Be not greedy over ” it, 
And say not, There is really a great deal ** on it. 
Remember that a greedy * eye 7s an evil thing. 
What” is created more greedy * than an eye? 
Therefore it weepeth from every face.” 
Stretch not thine” hand whithersoever it looketh, 
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Vers. 1-3. —1 A. V.: Watching for (aypumvia, followed by the gen.), 
Winer, p. 73). 3 watching care (lit., care of sleeplessness). 4 slumber (see Com.). 
6 The rich hath great labour (ékoniage wAovawos). 7 filled with his delicates. 

Vers. 4-8.—8 A. V.: The poor laboureth in Ais poor estate (exomiace mrmxbs ev édatréaet Biov).... leaveth off (see 
ver. 8)... . is still needy (émudeys yivera, 7. €., comes to utter want). 9 justified (declared just ; he will be found 
guilty of false dealing). 10 have enough thereof (see ver. 3). ii many (lit., many were given to (248. Co., ed¢6ycav) 
fall on account of gold). 12 present (see Com.). 18 stumbling-block (see Com.). 14 is the rich that. 

Vers. 10, 11. — 15 A. V.: Then let him (kai éotw). 16 might offend... . hath not offended (the verb is mapaByjvar, 
preceded in the first clause by edvvaro). 17 done... . hath not done it. 18 established (see Com.). 19 declare 
(exdunyjoerac). F nike 

Vers. 12-15. — 20 A. V.: upon (marg., open not thy throat upon). 21 There is much meat (roAAd ye Ta em’ avThs) 
22 wicked (zovnpds, but its special sense is determined by the context). 23 And what. 24 wicked (see first mem- 
ber). 25 upon every occasion (see Com.). 8 thine (cov is added in 248, Co. Old Lat.). 


2 driyeth away (afcorg. For the form, ef. 
5 breaketh (see Com.). 
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And crowd not together with it into the dish. 
15 Judge of thy neighbor ? by thyself, 
And reflect over every matter.’ 
16 Eat, as‘ aman, what is® set before thee, 
And devour ° not, lest thou be hated. 
17 ~—‘Leave off first, for manners’” sake, 
And be not insatiable,® lest thou offend. 
18 And if® thou sittest among many, 
Reach not thine hand out before them.” 
19 How satisfying is little 4 for a man well nurtured! 
And he is not troubled for breath ” upon his bed. 
20 Sound sleep cometh of moderate eating ; ¥ 
He riseth early, and his wits ** are with him. 
Wearisome sleeplessness, and cholera morbus, 
And colic, are with an insatiable * man. 
21 And if thou hast eaten too much,"® 
Arise and go forth for a walk, and thou shalt get relief.” 
22 My son, hear me, and despise me not, 
And at last * thou shalt find my words true ; 
In all thy works be active,” 
So shall not any sickness *4 come upon ” thee. 
23 Him who is liberal with food,” men shall speak well of ; #4 
And the report of his liberality is true.” 
24 Over him who is a niggard with food a” city shall murmur ; 
And the report 7’ of his niggardness is correct.” 
25 Show not valiantness ** in wine, 
For wine hath destroyed many. 
26 The furnace proveth the edge by dipping, 
So doth wine hearts, by the strife of the proud.” 
27 Wine is as life to men, if it be drunk in its measure; * 
What kind of a life is that which ® is without wine? 
And ® it was made to make men glad. 
28 Wine drunk measurably and in season ™ is gladness of heart, and joy of soul; * 
29 Wine drunken to excess is bitterness of soul, 
With excitement and quarrelsomeness.™ 
380  Drunkenness increaseth the rashness * of a fool till he offend ; 
It diminisheth strength, and maketh ® wounds besides. 
31 Rebuke not thy neighbor at a wine party,*° 
And treat him not slightingly * in his mirth. 
Speak not to him a reproachful word,# 
And press not upon him with a demand,** 


- 


Vers. 14, 15.—1 A. V.: thrust i not with him (uy ovvOA(Bou aitd év tpyBAiw. Cf. Matt. xxvi. 23). 2 neighbour 
(see Com.). 8 be discreet in every point (émi mavri mpaymart Svavood). 

Vers. 16-18. —4 A. V.: as tt becometh, 5 those things which are (cf. Luke x. 8). § devour (see Com.). 
ners’ (ma.detas). 8 unsatiable. 9 When («ai et). 10 first of ail. 

Vers. 19-24. —11 A. V.: A very little ts sufficient (as txavov . . . . rd dACyor). 12 fetcheth not his wind short (marg. 
And lieth not puffing and blowing ; Gr., ovk &cOuaiver). 18 moderate eating (évrépw uetpiw, moderate intestine 
bowel). 14 wits (see Com.). %6 But the pain of watching (révos aypumvias ; ef. ver. 1) and choler (xoAgpas 3 248. Co. 
Old Lat., xyoAgpa) and pangs of the belly (atpddos) . . . . unsatiable. 16 been forced to eat (éBida Ons év iiiepacw art 
overpowered through food, i. e., hast eaten to surfeit). 17 Arise, go forth, vomit (see Com. Fritzsche reads Hees 
mropov with 68. 106. 254. 307. Ald. ; text rec., weromwpér ; Old Lat., surge e medio, evome, etc. ; 248. Co. add to pecoropav 
the word éuegov)... . have rest. 18 the last. 19 as I told thee. 20 quick (see Com.). 21 there no sickness. 
22 unto. 23 Whoso is... . of his meat. 24 of him, 5 good housekeeping will be believed (see Com.). 26 But” 
against him that is a niggard of his meat the whole. *7 testimonies (7) paprupia, as in ver. 28). 28 shall not be 
doubted of (axpuBys, exact, correct). 

Vers. 25-31.— 29 A. V.: thy valiantness. 80 the hearts of the proud by drunkenness (H. 248. Co. Old Lat. read 
oivos év kapdi¢ (kapdias, H.; Old Lat., corda) drepyddver év meOy). 51 is as good as life to a man (Fritzsche adopts 
dat. plur. from HI. X. 28. 55. 106. al. Co, Old Lat.) .... moderately (év pérpw, 23, 55. 106. al.' Co. instead of wérpm 
avrov). 82 life is then to a man that. 38 For. 54 measurably drunk and in season. 35 Bringeth gladness of 
the heart .... cheerfulness of the mind (evppoovvy Wux7s). 86 But wine drunken with excess maketh .... the mind. 
87 brawling and quarrelling (see Com.). 88 rage (@uudy, but here in the sense of heat, rashness). 89 maketh 
(mpoomoumy, addeth to, besides). 49 the wine (cupmocia). 41 despise him not. #2 Give him no despiteful words. 
43 urging him to drink (év anmatryoer ; 248. Co., év aravTicer avrov). 


7 man- 
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Ver. 2. ’Amaithoe:, demand back, or demand 
urgently. ‘This meaning is not here suitable ; and 
the reading amoorhoe, suggested by Bretschneider 
and adopted by Fritzsche, seems on the whole the 
best among those proposed by critics. Cf. the LXX. 
at Esther vi.1: 6 5€ kvpios awéornoe Toy barvov. 
—’Exvnjver. The verb exvyipw means literally to 
sleep off the effects of drunkenness; and, figura- 
tively, to become sobered in an intellectual and 
spiritual sense. Some (Gaab) would translate : 
“and sleep sleepeth off a severe sickness,” 7. e., it 
prevents sickness by banishing care. But this 
verb is always used intransitively. The words 
appeornua Bapd are to be taken rather as nomina- 
tive absolute, and the verb as a translation of 
VR, will wake, i.e. be wakeful. The A. V. 
gives the true sense. Cod. IL, together with 
C. 68. 296. 307. Ald., has #avoy instead of the 
nominative, 7. e., understood the verb transi- 
tively. 

Ver. 3. When (he) resteth. Retires from 
business, or ceases to strive after wealth. 

Ver. 6. Kata mpécwrov aitév, before them. 
On the path they went, so that they reached it as 
though it had been a goal. 

Ver. 7. Stumbling-block, f¥Aov mpockduparos. 
A trap made from wood, for catching animals. 
So Dereserand Gaab. Fritzsche, however, thinks 
it means simply a block against which one stum- 
bles. Cf. Rom. ix. 32, 33. Others still (Bret- 
schneider) think an idol image is meant. 

Vers. 8,9. Gone after. Run after, made it 
the great object of pursuit, “ hasteth to be rich.” 
Cf. Prov. xxviii. 22 ; Luke vi. 24. 

Ver. 11. His goods (i.e., property) shall be 
assured. He will be sure of having them, and of 
having enough to give abundant alms, and such 
too as were honestly obtained, to his poor neigh- 
bors. 

Ver. 13. From every face, amb waytbs mpoo- 
érov. So we translate, with Gaab and Fritzsche. 
The meaning seems to be that tears are an evi- 
dence of envy and greed, and are seen in all 
eyes. Others (Bunsen’s Bibelwerk) render: “on 
every side;” De Wette, Wahl: “down over 
the entire face ;” others, for every cause, for every 
kind of object, ete. Bretschneider thinks the en- 
tire clause, with the preceding one, was a later 
addition, taken from Proy. xxiii.6. Cf. Ecclus. 
xiv. 10. 





Cuarter XXXI. (xxxiv. of the Greek text). 


Ver. 14. With it. The eye. Do not reach 
after a thing as soon as you see it, and so come 
into conflict with others who possibly desire the 
same thing. 

Ver. 15. Judge of (thy) neighbor (ra rod 
mAnotov), t.e., thy neighbor’s matters, his wishes, 
his likes and dislikes. Cf. Tob. iv. 15 ;. Matt. vii. 
Tze 

Ver. 16. Devour, diauacé. This word means 
literally chew up, chew to pieces. ‘The idea seems 
to be: “Do not make a great affair of eat- 
ing.” Gaab suggests schmatzen, smack, as the 
proper rendering. And Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, with 
Fritzsche, translates : chew not with smacking. 

Ver. 20. His wits (are) with him, 7 Wuxi) 
avrod per’ abrod. His spirit is with him; he is 
in good spirits. 

Ver. 21. Arise and go forth for a walk, 
dvdora pecotopav. Lit., arise going in the midst 
(of the way, understood). Others (De Wette, 
Bunsen’s Bibelwerk) render: Arise, withdraw thy- 
self from the company. Wahl: “ Surge media in 
via versans,’”’ in the sense of, Arise at once. 


Ver. 22. ’Evtpexis, (7779), quick, zealous, alert. 


The Greek word means ready, skillful. The idea 
is simply that activity of body and mind is a 
good preventive of sickness. 

Ver. 23. KadAovjjs, excellence; but here liber- 
ality. —Thorh, believable, true ; others (Gaab, Bun- 
sen’s Bibelwerk), lasting ; De Wette: certain. The 
author would praise him that is liberal with his 
food, and says that is really true of such an one 
that he is a generous soul. 

Ver. 26. By the strife of the proud, év uaxn 
irepnodvwv. In so far as he engages in it, or ab- 
stains from it. 

Ver. 29. ’Ev épeOioug@ ral aytimtrdyart, with 
excitement and quarrelsomeness. On the last 
word ef. the Greek text at xxxv. 20, where alone, 
in addition to the present passage, it is said to be 
found. It means literally a falling against, and 
here apparently resistance, i. e., readiness to resent 
injuries real or supposed. Bunsen’s Bibelwerk 
renders freely: “If men fall into strife, and pitch 
into one another.” But éyv is to be taken here 
rather in the sense of with, as denoting what ac- 
companies excessive drinking, as the A. V. cor- 
rectly renders. 





CHAPTER XXXII. 


1 Ir thou be made master at a feast, lift not thyself up, 
Be ? among them as one of them; ® 
Take care of * them, and so sit down, 

2 And having done 5 all thy office, take thy place,® 
That thou mayest be merry for their sake,’ 
And receive a crown for the fine arrangements.® 


Vers. 1,2.—1A. V.: 
&. 55. 106. al.) 2 But be. 
\woungas). 
ordering of the feast. ~ i 


3 the rest (e& avrav). 


6 take thy place (avdmweoe = fall back, recline, i. e., at table). 


the master of the feast. (The title of the present section, epi nyounévay, is wanting in II. III. 
4 take diligent care for (¢pdvticor). 


5 when thou hast done 
7 with them (see Com.) 8 thy well 
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3 Speak, elder, for it becometh thee, ‘with sound judgment,” 
And hinder not music. 
4 Do not keep up a chatter where one would hear,? 
And show not thy * wisdom out of time. 
A concert of music at®a banquet of wine 
Ts as a signet of carbuncle set in gold.® 
6 Asa signet of an emerald set in a work of gold, 
So is the melody of music’ with sweet * wine. 
Speak, young man, if there be need of thee, 
And yet scarcely twice if thou art asked.° 
Let thy speech be short, much in little ; 
Be as one that knoweth and at the same time is silen 
9 If thou be among great men, make not thyself an equal; ” 
And when another is speaking talk not much idly.* 
10 Before thunder goeth * lightning, 
And before a shamefaced man ® shall go favor." 
11 Rise up betimes, and be not the last, 
Get’ thee home without delay.” 
12 There take thy pastime, and do what thou wilt ; 
But” sin not by proud speech. 
13 And for these things * bless him that made thee, 
And hath replenished thee with his good things. 
14 He that” feareth the Lord will receive * discipline ; 
And they that rise early to seek him™* shall find favor. 
15 He that seeketh the law shall be filled ** therewith, 
But the hypocrite will be offended thereat.” 
16 They that fear the Lord shall find judgment,” 
And shall kindle justice *8 as a light. 
17 ~—A sinful man turneth away from reproof,” 
And * findeth an excuse * according to his will. 
18 A man of judgment doth not overlook the opinion of another, 
But a proud man will not crouch from fear ; * 
And having acted by himself without judgment,* 
He will also be convinced of his want of consideration. 
19 Do nothing without advice,* 
‘And when thou hast done it, thou shalt not repent.%® 
20 Go not on a damaged road,” 
And thou shalt not stumble among * stones. 
21 ~—Be not confident in a plain way, 
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Vers. 3-6.— 1A. V.: thou that art the elder. 2 but (248. Co. have dé) with sound judgment (év axpiBet émioryun. 
Fritzsche, with exact knowledge. But does not the context require the rendering of the A. V., i. e., a fine sense of what 
the occasion demands ?) 5 Pour not out words where there is a musician (670v adxpdaua. The latter word was ren- 
dered by the A. V. as though the abstract stood for the concrete. See Com.). 4 forth. 5 in. 6 set in gold 
(émt Koop xpvo@). 7 melody of musick (4éAos wovotx@v. Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, “song and playing ; Fritzsche. 
** harmonious music ”’), 8 pleasant (dec). : 

Vers. 7-18. —® A. V.: scarcely when thou art twice asked ( wddts Sis éav érepwrnOjjs). 10 comprehending much in 
few words (the sentence is needlessly burdened). 11 yet holdeth his tongue (aa owrdv, i. e., can be silent ). 
12 thyself equal with them. 45 ancient men are in place (étépov A€yovros ; Sov yépovres (Aéyovres, 248.), 248. Co. Old 
Lat. Syr. Ar.) use not many words (4h moAAd adorAdoxer, “ do not gabble much ”’) 14 the thunder goeth (xata- 
omevdet, hastens). 15 shamefast man. 16. favour (see Com.). 17 But get. 18 delay (see Com.). 19 But (xa‘) 
20 for these things (émt rovrous. Others, besides). j 

Vers. 14-17. — 21 A. V.: Whoso. 2 receive his (avrov is read after matSeiav by 248. Co. Old Lat.). 23 him early 
(H. Old Lat. read mpos aivrov after dpOpigovres. Of., on the last word, iv. 12). °4 filled (7. €., satisfied. Cf. ii. 16), 
25 But (Kav). *6 offended thereat (ckavdadicOjoerar ev a7@. Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, and essentially Linde dent 
gereicht es zum Falle,” ‘‘ him brings it to his fall *’). 27 judgment (see Com.). 28 justice (see Com.). "29 will 
not be reproved (écxAtver éAeyudv). 30 But. Sl excuse (ovyxpisa, Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, ‘‘ punishment »), 

Vers. 18-24. — 82 A. V.: counsel will be considerate. (Fritzsche joins éAAotpéov to this line adopting the suggestion 
of Gaab, that it should be read for dAAdtpios, making this member read, "Avyp BovAgs ov BH mapity Stavdnwa &dAAotpiov) 
83 But (cad) a strange and (see preceding note) proud man is not daunted (karammm£&e, crouch cower down) with ae 
34 Even when of himself he hath done without counsel («at werd. Td rorjoat fer avrod avev Booka: Fritzsche adds = 
the basis of the Old Lat., a line to complete the obviously imperfect sense; «at TIS abpooivns adrod edeyxOyjoerat ; ola 
Lat., ‘‘et swis insectationibus arguetur.”” Of. Com.). 85 advice (BovAys. Others, reflection), 38 once done sepant 
not (see Com.). 37 in a way wherein thow mayest fall. 8 stumble not (see ver. 19) among the. : 


363 


ECCLESIASTICUS. 
EE eee 
22 And? beware of thy children. 
23 “In every work? trust in thyself ;* 
For this also is keeping * the commandments. 
24 He that believeth the law taketh heed to the commandments ; ® 


And he that trusteth in the Lord ® shall not want." 


Vers. 22-24. —1 A. V.: And (=‘‘And so,” or “‘ Even*’). 
3 thy own soul. 4 this is the keeping of. 
X. 28. 248. 253. 807. Co.): 


shall not be hurt. Gr., ox éAattwOjcerar). 


2 thine own... . good work (248. 3808. Co. add ayaA«). 


5 in the Lord (248. Co. Old Lat. read xupi for voum) commandment (so 
6 in him (248. Co. Old Lat. read én’ aibr@ for kupiy). 


7 fare never the worse (marg., 


Cuarrer XXXII. (xxxv. of the Greek text). 


Ver. 1. ‘Hyovnévwv. The symposiarch is clearly 
meant. Cf. 2 Macc. ii. 27; John ii. 8. 

Ver. 2. Av’ airots, on their account, not with 
them. They are at their ease and merry, and so 
the master of the feast has accomplished his pur- 
pose, has well discharged the duties of his office. 

Ver. 4. ’Axpéaua. Something to be heard, 
like music or a speech, especially something that 
is meant to entertain. Cf. Xen., Sympos., ii. 2; 
Hier., i. 14. — And show not thy wisdom. 
There is a time for everything, the author would 
say. Ata feast one should not discuss abstruse 
and difficult subjects. 

Ver. 10. Before a shamefaced man (aicxur- 
tnpod). The A. V. has given the correct meaning 
to this word here. See xxvi. 15; xlii. 1. But 
the point of the comparison is lost in rendering 
xépis in the next clause by “favor.” It refers to 
that which characterizes and makes manifest such 
a man wherever he goes; namely, modesty of be- 
havior, inward and outward grace, propriety. 

Ver. 1l- Rise up betimes, 7.e., from the 
feast. — Delay not, wy fpadduer. It would seem 
to agree better with the context, and gives its 
original meaning to this word, to translate. “ Be 
not frivolous,” 7. e., “Do not go home shouting 
and carousing,” or, perhaps, “ Do not remain be- | 
hind at the house of the friend to give yourself | 
up to revelry.” 





Ver. 15. Seeketh [followeth after] the law, 
shall be filled therewith. He will find satisfac- 
tion in it. Cf. ii. 16. 

Ver. 16. Kplua. It is not easy to give a suit- 
able rendering to this word and to the following, 
dixaiduara. The first would seem to mean de- 
cision, i.e., What is judged, and so a judgment in 
this sense. The second word has also much the 
same meaning. It is the result of the dicaody, 
and so a legal, just decision, statute of right. 

Ver. 18. We have read here, with Fritzsche, 
ddAadorpiov, joining it to the preceding clause, and 
added a line to the verse to complete the obviously 
imperfect thought, as noted above. The idea of 
the lost clause must have been something similar 


to this. Having acted thoughtlessly, he must 
bear the penalty of the same. 
Ver. 19. The rendering of the A. V., with 


which Gaab and De Wette accord, “repent not,” 
is grammatically allowable, but does not agree 
well with the context, —not alone with the pre- 
ceding as amended, but with the following. When 
two imperatives are thus connected, the second 


often expresses the necessary result. Cf. Winer, 
p. 311. 

Ver. 23. Have a sufficient degree of self- 
confidence. Do not be without courage. This, 


too, is a matter of commandment. Cf. 1 Sam. iv. 
9 





Carrer XXXIII. 
1 Tere shall no evil happen unto him that feareth the Lord, 
But in temptation even again he will deliver him.? 
2 <A wise man hateth not the law, 
But he that is a hypocrite therein ¢s as a ship in a storm. 
3 A man of understanding trusteth in the law, 
And the law is as trustworthy for him, as an answer of the Urim.? 
4 Prepare what to say, and so thou shalt be heard ; 
Bind up instruction, and so * make answer. 
5 ‘The mind of a fool is* like a cartwheel, 
And his thought ° like a rolling axletree. 
6 A stallion is * as a mocking friend, 
He neigheth under every one that sitteth upon him. 
7 Why doth one day excel another, 


Vers. 1-6. —1 A. V:: him (abrév is found only in 248. Co.). 
3 And bind up instruction (svvdycov 
by X. H. 106. 807.). 

horse is (tmros eis dxetay 


as the asking of Urim. See Com.). 
py 55. 157. 248. 253. 254. Co. Old Lat. ; ot7ws, 
5 thoughts (6 6 vadoytopds) are. 6 stallion 


2 is faithful (mordés) unto him, as an oracle (marg., 
mawselav. See Com.) and then (ré7e is added 

4 heart (see Com.) of the foolish (ywpov) ts. 
=a horse for impregnating ; or, as others would 


render ‘‘ A lustful stud,” 7. ¢., a horse inclined to (eis) 6xeéav). 


364 THE APOCRYPHA. 
oa a Se 
When ? all the light of every day in the year is from” the sun ? 
8 By the knowledge of the Lord they were distinguished ; 
And he made® seasons and feasts diverse.* 
9 Some of them® he made high days, and hallowed them, 
And some of them * he made ordinary days. 
10 And’ all men are from the ground, 
And Adam was created of earth. 
11 In great wisdom ® the Lord made a difference among ° them, 
And made their ways diverse. 
12 Some of them” he blessed and exalted, 
And some of them ” he sanctified, and set near himself ; 
Some of them ™ he cursed and brought low, 
And turned them out of their place.” 
18 As the clay of the potter is in his hand,” 
All its forms according to “ his pleasure, 
So men are # in the hand of him that made them,"® 
To render to them according to his determination.” 
14 The good is over against the evil,” 
And life over against death ; 
So ¢s the sinner over against the godly.” 
15 And* so look upon all the works of the Most High, 
And there are two and two, one over ™ against another. 
16 And, as for me, I put forth sleepless effort as the last,™ 
And * as one that gleaneth * after the grape-gatherers ; 
By the blessing of the Lord I overtook them,” 
And filled my winepfess like a gatherer of grapes. 
17. ~—Consider that I labored not for myself only, 
. But for all them that seek learning. 
18 Hear me, O ye great men of the people, 
And give ear ” ye rulers of the congregation. 
19 Son 78 and wife, brother and friend, 
Give them not ” power over thee while thou livest, 
And give not thy goods to another, 
Lest it repent thee, and thou intreat for them.” 
20 As long as thou livest and hast breath in thee, 
. Exchange not thy position with any.** 
21 += For better it is that thy children should seek to ® thee, 
Than that thou shouldest look to the hands of thy sons.* 
22 In all thy works keep * the preéminence, 
Put not a stain upon® thine honor. 
23 At the time when thou shalt end thy days, 
And finish thy life, distribute the ** inheritance. 


Vers. 7-18.—1A. V.: When as (ai, but the sense isas given).  ? is of. 5 altered (I render as the same word is 
rendered at ver. 11). 4 omits diverse (see preceding note). 5 Some of them (am° avrév) hath. 6 some.... 


them hath. 7 And (kai consecutivwm = And so). § much knowledge (ev mA7Oeu émcorjuns, probably for Sha oo! 


Mon. Cf. Eccles. i. 18.). ® hath divided them (Stexpirev avtovs. I have rendered freely, in order to bring the 


thought into harmony with the context). 10 Some of them hath. 11 But some of them hath. 12 turned out — 

. . places (248, 296. Co., the plur.). 18 s in the potter’s hand (not according to the Greek). 14 To fashion it 
(wacat ai oS0t avrod ; H., rAdcar add ; Old Lat., plasmare illud et disponere. Cf. Rom. ix. 21) at. 15 man (so 248. Co. 
Old Lat.) is. 16 made him (avrov is read by 248. Co. Old Lat.). 17 as liketh him best (xara thy Kpiow adtod). 

Vers. 14, 15.—18 A. V.: Good is set against evil. 19 omits over. 20 the godly against the sinner (so 248. Co 
which also add what appears in A. V. as follows: ‘‘ And (od7ws) the sinner against the godly ’’). 21 omits And (aa 
807.). 22 omits over. 

Vers. 16-18, — 3 A. V.; I awaked up last of all (see Com.). 4 omits And (Fritzsche adopts it from the Old Lat.). 
2 gathereth (kaAaudmevos. I adopt marg. reading). 26 profited (épOaca). 27 hearken with your ears. 

Vers. 18-23. — 28 A. V.: Give not thy son (I arrange the words as in the Greek) . . . . thy brother. 29 omits Give 
them not (see previous note). 30 the same again, 81 Give not thyself over to any (see Com.). 32 seek to (or 
‘need ?*). 83 stand to their courtesy (marg., look to their hands. Gr., éuBdAérew cis xelpas vidv gov). 34 keep to 
thyself. 85 Leave (dds)... . in, 36 thine (the last two lines more literally would be: “In the day of the finish- 
“ of bee aie of thy life, And at the time of death (reAcvTs) give over (Suddos, which also means “ distribute ») the 
inheritance ”’). 
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24 Fodder, and a stick, and burdens, are for the ass ; 
.. Bread, and correction,? and work, for a servant. 
25 If thou set thy servant to labor, thou shalt find rest ; 
Tf* thou let him go idle, he will * seek liberty. 
26 <A yoke anda collar do bow the neck, 
So are tortures and torments for an evil servant. 
27 ~=Plunge him in® labor, that he be not idle, 
For idleness teacheth much evil. 
28 Set him to such ° work as is fit for him; 
And" if he be not obedient, put on more heavy ® fetters. 
29 But® be not excessive toward any ; 
And without justice ” do nothing. 
30 If thou have a servant, let him be ™ as thyself, 
Because thou hast bought him with blood.” 
31 ‘If thou have a servant, treat 1* him as a brother,“ 


For thou wilt bind him to thee as thy ® soul ; 
If thou treat him ill,’® and he start up and run away,” 
Which way * wilt thou seek ” him. 


Vers. 24-29.—1 A. V.: Fodder, a wand. 
he shall. 5 Send him to (éuBade avrov). 
‘* make heavy *’). ® But (kat). 
in blood. See Com.). 13 entreat. 
rec., ceavTov). 15 hast need of him (émdejoers ava. 
tion. See Com.) as of thine own. 16 entreat him evil. 
656 = on what sort of a way, i. e., on which way). 


6 him to. 


2 And bread, correction. 
10 discretion (xpicews). 
144 brother (Fritzsche receives aéeApov from III. X. 0. H. 28. 55. 106. al. ; text. 


Fritzsche emends to émdyoes adrov, suspecting a mistransla- 


19 go to (needless) seek. 


8 But if. 4 go idle (aves xetpas avT@): 
7 omits And. 8 put on more heayy (Bapuvvoy. Others,, 
11 be unto thee (248. Co. add cor). 12 a price (marg.,, 


17 run from thee (amépas arodp¢). 18 Which way (év rot: 


CuapreR XXXIII. (xxxvi. 1-16a, xxx. 25-40, of the Greek text). 


Ver. 1. Even again. He will put him back 
again into the condition he was in before he was 
tried; which is a better one, moreover, in so far 
as he has been now proved, while nothing that is 
really evil has happened to him. 

Ver. 2. Ship inastorm. He is driven here 
and there by his impulses, having no fixed prin- 
ciples to guide him. 

Ver. 3. ‘Os épdrnua dfdwv. The reading 
SfAwy is doubtless correct, dicalwy being an emen- 
dation, which arose from a failure to understand 
the sense. It stands for the so-called “ Urim” of 
the Jewish high-priest. The Hebrew word for it 


was the plural of “MS, light ; but it was rendered 
in the LXX. by d4Awots (Ex. xxviii. 30; Ecclus. 
xly. 10 (and 8jA0) Numb. xxvii. 21, Deut. xxxiil. 
8), and sometimes by participles of gwri(w (Ez. 
ii. 63; Neh. vii. 65). 

Ver. 4. Zuvdncov has here the sense of collect, 
assemble; and the force of the exhortation is, 
Gather information, or gather up what thou 
knowest, with consideration, and not till then 
give answer. ; 
~ Ver. 5. Smadyxva, here the mind, that which 
thinks. The fool’s thoughts move in narrow 
circles, are concerned with but few subjects. 
Goethe says in Faust : — 


“ Von dem Allem wird mir so dumm, 
Als ging’ mir ein Miuhlrad im Kopf herum.” 
—A rolling (crpepduevos) axletree. The axle- 
tree only seems to roll. 

Ver. 6. The lustful steed has thought for noth- 
ing but gratification; so the man who mocks, 
satirizes, shows his idiosyncrasy on every occa- 
sion, without reference to circumstances. 

Vers. 13-15. The philosophy of this writer is, 
to say the least, interesting. He makes human 
destiny quite dependent on the foreordination of 





God, though not a blind foreordination. It is: 
one controlled by wisdom. But he says nothing 
of human freedom, or the origin of evil. These 


are problems which seem not to have disturbed 
his mind very much; or possibly they would 
have disturbed it too much, and so he let them 
rest. Still he shows, in other parts of his work,,. 
that he did not believe that man is a mere ma- 
chine under the guidance of a higher power. At, 
xv. 12-20, he plainly declares that he is to be held 
responsible for his sins. Cf. Rom. ix. 15-21. 

Ver. 16. Kdya érxaros iypitvnca. Fritzsche 
thus explains the somewhat abrupt transition at 
this point, which also corresponds with the break 
in the MSS.: ‘ With the feeling that he had 
just spoken something of importance, his position 
in general comes into the author’s mind ; namely, 
that he, although a laggard, had not labored in 
vain.” He renders freely: “I then put forth 
sleepless effort, as the last.” Bunsen’s bibelwerk : 
“JT, 1 have awoke at last.” As it seems to us, 
écxaros is to be taken in the sense of the /ast, i. e., 
among writers on wisdom. Does he refer here to 
Biblical writers also? Probably not, but simply 
to other uncanonical writers of his own and pre- 
ceding times, with whom he does not hesitate to 
compare himself favorably. 

Ver. 20. Mi adAdinsceavtéy. The verb means 
to change, make otherwise, and then to give in ex- 
change. And the meaning here may be “exchange 
not thyself,” in the sense of “ give not up thy posi- 
tion” to another. 

Ver. 21. There is a German proverb: “ One 
father is more willing to take care of six chil- 
dren than six children of one father ;” and an- 
other: “ He who gives bread to his children, and 
must then suffer want himself, strike him dead. 
with a club.” 

Vers. 24-28. The severity recommended in 
these verses does not seem at all consistent with 
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what follows. Cf. on slavery in general in the|him with what was precious; treat him well.” 
East, Van Lennep, Bible Lands, p. 565 ff., and One must feel, however, that this suggestion 
the art. “ Slave” in Smith’s Bib. Dict. would be somewhat at the expense of the author s 

Ver. 30. With blood (éy afar), i.e., as some character. Bunsen’s Bibelwerk renders : For 
suppose, at the risk of thy own life in battle (he without blood hast thou got him ! 


J : . i judging from 
. ale th thy blood| _ Ver- 31. The proper reading, Judgin 
is Sa tite a ee irae: with | the context, seems to be, according to Fritzsche’s 


some others, however, takes the Hebrew word emendation, ees eis aby, thou ~ bind bene 
: ; ‘ *| thee. The Greek text as it stands — an e 
D7, for which the Greek probably stood, in the | 4_ V., which properly translates it —would sup- 


sense of pecunia, pretium. “Thou hast bought] port an unwarrantable exaggeration of the truth. 


. 





CHAPTER XXXIV. 


1 Tue hopes of a man void of understanding are vain and false ; 
And dreams lift up * fools. 
He who ” regardeth® dreams : 
Ts like him that catcheth at a shadow, and followeth after the wind. 
The vision of dreams is this over against that,* 
As ® the likeness of a face over against a face. 
From an unclean thing what will be clean?” 
And from a false thing ® what will be true? ® 
Divinations, and soothsayings, and dreams, are vain ; 
And the heart fancieth, as a woman’s heart in travail. 
If they be not sent from the Most High as a” visitation, 
Set not thy heart upon them. 
For dreams have deceived many, 
And they have failed that put their trust in them.™ 
The law will be fulfilled without deception ; ” 
And wisdom is fulfilled by a trustworthy mouth.* 
9 A man that is instructed * knoweth many things ; 
And he that hath much experience will discourse intelligently. 
10 He that hath no experience  knoweth little; 
But he that hath travelled is full of shrewdness.” 
11 When I travelled, I saw many things, 
And I understand more than I can express. 
12 I was ofttimes in danger of death, 
And # I was delivered because of these things. 
13 The spirit of those that fear the ‘Lord shall live, 
For their hope zs in him that saveth them. 
14. He who’ feareth the Lord shall be afraid of nothing and shall not be fainthearted,” 
For he is his hope. 
15 Blessed 7s the soul of him that feareth the Lord ; 
On whom doth he rely ? #* 
And who ?s his support ? ” 
16 The®* eyes of the Lord are upon them that love him: 
A * mighty protection and strong stay, 
Vers. 1-4. —1A. V.: Lift up (avarrepodow = flutter upward, i. e., raise false expectations). 2 Whoso. 3 regard- 
eth (marg., hath his mind upon. The verb (éméxwv) is the same as at ver. 15, where we render rely upon, and it might be 


so rendered here). 47s the resemblance of one thing to another (Fritzsche receives kara todro from X. 55. 106. al. Co. 
(Old Lat., secundum hoc); text. rec., kata TovTOV). 5 Even as. 6_ Of. 7 can be cleansed (xaQapicOycerar, prob- 


oOo - wo w 


a NN 


ably a mistake for caOapedoer, Fr 1OS) having stood in the original, in the Greek translator should have rendered it as 
Kal, instead of as Hithpael). 8 that thing which is false. 9 truth can come (aAnPevoet. Cf. preceding note). 

Vers. 6-8. —10 A. V.: in thy (248. Co. add gov. See Com.). 11 have failed (é&érecov = fell out of, or down from, 
and so Jost) that put their trust in them (rather, built their hope on, éAmigovtes éx’ airois). 12 shall be found perfect 
(see Com.) without lies (avev WevSous, without awakening delusive hopes). 18 js perfection (see Com.) to a faithful 
mouth (orduwate muord, dat. of instrument. Wisdom reaches its fulfillment, shows itself to be such, when uttered by 
a mouth that can be trusted). h 

Vers. 9-14. —14 A. V.: that hath travelled (memaSevpévos ; X. 23. 248. 3807. Co. awemAarpévos). 15 declare wisdom 
(exdinyjoetar ovveow). 16 (See Com.) 17 prudence (avovpylav). 18 Yet. 19 Whoso. 20 shall not fear 
(ovdéy evAaByOyjoeTa1. Fritzsche receives the former word from X, 23. 55. 106. al. Co. (Old Lat., nihil trepidabit) ; text. 
rec., ov wy) Nor be afraid (kai ob wy SecArdoy). 


Vers. 15-17. — #1 A. V.: To.... look. 2 strength (orjpryya ; another reading, avtismiprypa). 23 For the 
24 He is their. ; 


ECCLESIASTICUS. 


367 





A defence from heat,’ and a covering® at midday,’ 
A preservation from stumbling, and a help from falling. 


17 ~—-He raiseth up the soul, and lighteneth * the eyes ; 
He giveth health, life, and blessing. 
18 Sacrificing what is wrongfully gotten, is an offering of mockery,” 
And the mockeries of transgressors are ® not accepted. 
19 The Most High is not pleased with the offerings of the godless 34 
Neither is he propitiated * for sin by the multitude of sacrifices. 
20 MHewho® bringeth an offering of the goods of the poor 
Doeth as one that killeth the son before his father’s eyes. 
21. The bread of the needy is the life of the poor ; 
He that defraudeth Aim thereof“ is a man of blood. 
22 ~=—- He that taketh away his neighbor’s living slayeth hem ; 
And he that defraudeth the laborer of his hire 7s a bloodshedder. 
23 When one buildeth, and another pulleth down, 
What profit have they more than labors ? ” 
24 When one prayeth, and another curseth, 
Whose voice will the Lord hear ? 
25 He that washeth himself because of # a dead body, if he touch it again, 
What availeth his washing? 
26 Soa man that fasteth for his sins, 


And goeth again, and doeth the same : 


Who will hear his prayer? 


Or what doth it profit that he humbled himself ? * 


Vers. 16, 17.— A. V.: 1 heat (see Com.). 
£ lighteneth. 


Vers. 18-20.—5 A. V.: He that sacrificeth of a thing (@vo.dgwv — the translator probably read 
should have read [7D}, i. e., took the person for the thing — é& a8ikov) ... . Ais offering is ridiculous. 


(marg., the mockeries. In 248. Co. there was read Swpy.ara for pwxjuara) of unjust men (avouwv) are. 
10 is their life (Cwy mrwxa@v). 


(aceBav). 8 pacified (ef:Aacxerat). 9 Whoso. 


2 cover. 


3 from the sun at noon (lit., from the noon, midday). 


mn, when he 
6 gifts 


7 wicked 
11 him thereof (A. V. probably 


read adrov after aroorepay, instead of avrqy, i. e., made the pronoun refer to “ bread,”’ and not to “life”; so 248. Co.). 


Vers. 23-26. —12 A. Y.: then but labour. 
tt with. 15 his humbling profit him. 


13 after the touching of (and ; not imép, as at 1 Cor. xv. 29). 


14 So is 


CuapTer XXXIV. (xxxi. of the Greek text). 


Ver. 3. The vision of dreams (8pacis évur- 
ylwy), or the dream-vision, or simply the vision, is 
root Kata TodT9, this after that, or this over against 
that. What is meant is shown by the following 
clause. Visions are simply reflections of realities 
as the face is reflected from a mirror. They are 
not themselves realities. Cf. Is. xxix. 8. 

Ver. 4. The reference is still to dreams, which 
as unreal cannot be expected to lead to what is 
real and true. 

Ver. 6. Asa visitation, 7. ¢., in the time when 
one is undergoing special discipline, when he is 
suffering chastisement. It is possible, however, 
to take év émicxorf here in a good sense. Cf. 
Gen. xx. 3, xxxi. 10, xl. 8, xli. 16, 25; Numb. 
xii. 6; 1 Kings iii. 5; Dan. ii. 1, v. 12, vii. 1. 
Great weight was attached to dreams in ancient 
times, among all peoples. Those which come 
towards morning were regarded as particularly 
important. The Jews in the later periods of their 
history became quite superstitious in this respect. 
Cf. Jos., Antiq., xvii. 6, § 4; Bell. Jud,, iii. 8, § 3. 

Ver. 8. uvredcicbu for m9, be fulfilled. 


Cf. Gesenius’ Lexr., under the word, 1 (b). The 
word reaAelwors in the following clause must have 
the same general meaning, also, in order to pre- 
serve the parallelism. 

Ver. 10. ‘Emeipddn might be taken, with 





Fritzsche, in the sense of tempted, tried, proved, 
i.e., here, by much intercourse with the world. 

Ver. 11. Understand more than I can ex- 
press. Lit., And more than my words is my under- 
standing, intelligence. Others render: “ And the 
multitude of things which have befallen me are 
my intelligence; ” 7. e., have made me intelligent. 

Ver. 12. Of these (things). Not, as it should 
seem, his acquired intelligence, but what follows, 
especially the arm of the Lord that is ever 
stretched out to save those that fear Him. 

Ver. 15. The answer to these questions is 
found in the following verse. 


Ver. 16. The east-wind (0°77) 


is probably meant, which came from the steppes 
of western Arabia, and was very sharp and vio- 
lent (Gen. xli. 6; Job xxvii. 21; Is. xxvii. 8), as 
well as very dry and burning, and hence often 
quite injurious to vegetation. 

Ver. 17. Lighteneth the eyes. Makes them 
beam with joy. Cf. Ps. xxxiv. 5; Prov. xxix. 13. 

Ver. 20. He would rob the poor of that which 
is the support of their life, and so really robs 
them of life, and that under circumstances espe- 
cially aggravating. 

Vers. 23-26. The thought of the preceding 
verses is carried forward. The poor man, and 
he who robs him under a pretense of serving God, 


Kavowvos. 
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are working against each other. The latter prays, in letter and spirit, is willfully transgressed... The 
while the former curses, and a righteous God is|25th verse was used in the early Christian church 
more likely to hear the curses than the prayers. |in the controversy respecting the baptism of her- 
An external observance of the ceremonial law | etics. 

cannot be of any help to one, if the moral law, 





CHAPTER XXXV. 


— 


He that keepeth the law bringeth many offerings,’ 
He that taketh heed to the commandment offereth a thank offering.” 
He that requiteth a good turn offereth fine flour, 
And he that giveth alms sacrificeth praise. 
To depart from wickedness 7s a thing pleasing to the Lord, 
And to depart from * unrighteousness 7s a propitiation. 
Thou shalt not appear empty before the Lord, 
For all these things are to be done because of the commandment. 
The offering of a just man * maketh the altar fat, 
And the sweet savor thereof 7s before the Most High. 
The sacrifice of a just man 7s acceptable, 
And the memorial thereof shall not ® be forgotten. 
Give the Lord his honor with a friendly ® eye, 
And diminish not the firstfruits of thine hands. 
In all thy gifts show a cheerful countenance, 
And dedicate’ thy tithes with gladness. 
10 Give unto the Most High according as he hath given,® 
And as thou hast gotten, give with a friendly ® eye. 
11 For the Lord is recompenser,” 
And will give thee seven times as much. 
12 Do not think to corrupt with gifts, for such he will not receive ; 
And trust not to unrighteous sacrifices, 
For the Lord is judge, 
And with him is no respect of persons. 
13 He will not accept any person against a poor man, 
‘And » will hear the prayer of him that is wronged.” 
14 He will not overlook * the supplication of an orphan, 
And a™ widow, if she pour out Aer complaint.“ 
15 Do not the tears run down the widow’s cheeks ? 
And is not * her cry against him that causeth them to fall ? 
16 He that serveth acceptably shall be received,” 
And his prayer shall reach unto the clouds. 
17 ‘The prayer of the humble passeth through *® the clouds, 
And till it come nigh,” he will not be comforted, 
And will not depart, till the Most High shall look upon him,” 
And judge righteously,” and execute judgment. 
18 And the Lord will not be slack, 
Neither will he be long suffering * towards them, 


lorem ie) bo 


Go 1 


Vers. 1-6.—1A.V.: bringeth offerings enough. (The word is mAcovager, but means no more than that the offerings 
are abundant and rich.) 2 peace offering (cwrypiov = évoia owrnpiov, an offering for some blessing received 
especially deliverance from some evil). 8 forsake (same word is rendered ‘‘ depart from”? in the preceding member), 


4 the righteous (Sccaiov). 5 never (ov«). 

Vers. 7-11. —® A.V. good (see Com.). 7 dedicate (marg., set apart ; Gr., ayiacov). 8 enriched thee (xara thy Séaw 
avrov).  ® cheerful (aya, asin ver 8). © Lord recompenseth (dvramodiSous éott). pe 

Vers. 18-17.—"A.V.: But. 1 the oppressed (7Sccnucvov). 18 despise (bmepidy). 14 the fatherless (3 pavov) 
Nor the (kat). 45 when she poureth (édav éxxén) out her complaint (see Com.). 16 is not (the force of the sited ; 
ovxi is to be brought along). 7 the Lord shall be accepted with favour (see Com.). 418 pierceth (Si7AGe) 19 i 
(others, ‘‘ he ”) come nigh (see Com.). 


20 pehold (émoxépyrat. Bunsen's Bibelwerk, look into it; Fritzsche, appear. 
enter in). “ ; : 


Vers. 18-20. — "1A. V.: To (kai, om. by 248. Co.) judge righteously (text. rec., Suxatws ; 248. Co. Old Lat., Suxaiovs. ~ 
Fritzsche receives duxatous from III. X, 55. 106. 155. al.). 22 For (kai). * the Mighty (248. Co. add 6 xparacds after 
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Till he have smitten to fragments? the loins of the unmerciful, 
‘And repaid vengeance to the heathen ; 

Till he have taken away the multitude of the proud, 

And smitten to fragments ? the sceptre of the unrighteous ; 


19 ‘Till he have repaid a* man according to his deeds, 
And * the works of men according to their devices ; 
Till he have judged the cause of his people, 
And made them to rejoice in his mercy. 

20 


Mercy is seasonable in the time of his affliction,? 


As clouds of rain in the time of drought. 


avrois) be patient (uaxpoduujon). 
preceding note). 


eth,’’ ver. 2). 4 And to. 


1 in sunder (ovytpiyy, same verb as in the third line following). 
3 rendered to every (translated ‘‘ repaid,” in preceding verse ; ‘‘ recompenseth,” ver. 11; ‘‘requit- 
5 of affliction (adrod is omitted by X. 248. Co. Old Lat. Syr. Ar.). 


2 broken (see 


Cuarrer XXXY. (xxxii. of the Greek text.) 


Ver. 1. The meaning is that the observance 


think, or seek not, must be supplied, as in the 


of the law is equivalent to the offering of many] A. V. 


sacrifices. 
a thank-offering. 
19; Judith xvi. 16. 

Ver. 2. Requiteth a good turn [towards a 
fellow-man] offereth fine flour. That is the same 
as saying that he makes a “meat offering.” — 
Giveth alms, tov édcnuoctyny. Shows a mer- 
ciful spirit in his relations to hisy fellow-men, 
practices beneficence. — Sacrificeth praise, @vo1- 
d(wy aivécews, i.e., is a sacrificer of praise. The 
participle is used as a substantive. Cf. Winer, 
p. 353 f. 

Vers. 4-6. The outward act of sacrifice was 
not indeed the most important matter, but it was 
important and needful. — Maketh the altar fat. 
The fatness would be a sign of the excellence and 
abundance of the offerings. 

Ver. 8. The friendly (a&ya@¢) eye is spoken 
of as distinguished from the niggardly one. Cf. 
Prov. xxii. 9. Probably 772 JYYD stood in the 
original, which is often found in the Talmud also 
as an expression for generosity. 

Ver. 9. Cf. 2 Cor. ix. 7: “ Not, grudgingly, 
or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful 
giver.” ; 

Ver. 12. Awpoxére:t. The word is found only 
here and at 3 Mace. iv. 19, in Biblical Greek. 
It means to bribe with gifts. Something like do not 


To keep the commandments is to offer 
Gt. t Sam. KY. 22; Ps. i. 17, 


“+; 





Ver. 14. Her complaint, AawAidv. This Greek 
word indicates that the petition was rich in words, 
as does also the preceding verb, but without sug- 
gesting thereby any depreciation of it. 

Ver. 15. Is not her cryagainst. Her cry for 
help witnesses against him. It is not meant that 
her prayer is itself an imprecation. Cf. Ex. xxii. 
22,23; Deut. xxiv. 17; Ps, Ixviii. 5 ; Prov. xxiii. 
10, 11. 

Ver. 16. Ev evdoxta is obviously to be con- 
nected with the preceding word, Oeparebdwv, and 
not with the following, as in the A. V. 

Ver. 17. Come nigh, ¢.e., to God; until it 
has reached God, or, in other words, until an 
answer comes, he will not rest. 

Ver. 18. The verses 18-20, as well as the fol- 
lowing prayer, xxxvi. 1-19 (xxxili. 1-11, XXXVI. 
11-17, of the Greek text), show that our book was 
written in a time of great trouble. 

Ver. 20. Mercy (i.e., here, as the context 
shows, the mercy of God) is seasonable (épatov), 
fitting, delightful. In order to understand the 
force and beauty of this illustration, one needs 
to recall the fact that in Palestine the rain came 
only after a long season of drought, and that it 
brought with it, for the whole land, coolness, 
health, verdure, and fruitfulness. The summer 
begins at the end of April, and continues, with 
ever-increasing heat, under clear, cloudless skies, 
until October. 





CHAPTER 


2 
2 
3 
4 
5 


XXXVI. 


Have mercy upon us, O Lord God of all, and behold* us, 
And send ? thy fear upon all the nations.’ 
Lift up thy hand against the strange * nations, 
And let them see ® thy power. 
As thou wast sanctified ® in us before them ; 
So be thou magnified in’ them before us. 
And let them know thee, as we also * have known thee, 


That there is no God but thee, O Lord.° 


Vers 1-5.—1 A. V.: behold (ériBAeWov, look down upon. 
Look down to see what is so strangely going on). 
after thee (248. Co. Old Lat. Syr. Ar. have the addition). 
Com.) 7 among (see Com.). 8 omits also. 


24 


2 send (lit., cast... . upon, éiBade). 
4 strange (= foreign). 
9 but only thou, O God. 


The Vulg. has respice nos. The idea might, however, be: 
3 nations that seek not 


5 (i8étwaoar, experience.) 6 (See 
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6 Renew the! signs, and repeat the * wonders; 
Glorify thy hand and thy right arm.’ 
7 Awaken ‘ indignation, and pour out wrath ; , 
Take away the adversary, and destroy the enemy. 
8 Make the time short, and ® remember the oath," 
And let men speak fully of thy great deeds.* : : 
9 Let him that would escape ® be consumed by a fire of indignation ; * 
And let them perish" that do evil to thy ” people. 
10 Smite to fragments ™ the heads of the rulers of the enemy,” 
That say, There is none but ourselves.” 
11 Gather all the tribes of Jacob together, 
And let them inherit ! as from the beginning. 
12 0 Lord, have mercy upon the people that is called by thy name, 
And upon Israel, whom thou hast made like the * firstborn. 
13 O be merciful unto * thy holy city, 
Jerusalem,” the place of thy rest. 
14 Fill Sion that it may receive thy promises,” 
And thy people with thy glory. 
15 Give testimony unto those that thou hast possessed from ™ the beginning, 
And fulfill the prophecies made” in thy name. 
16 Reward them that wait for thee, 
And thy prophets shall be found trustworthy.” 
17. O Lord, hear the prayer of thy suppliants,” 
According to the blessing of Aaron over thy people, 
That all who are upon the earth may know 
That thou art the Lord, the eternal God. 
18 The belly consumeth all kinds of food,” 
Yet is one food” better than another. 
19 As the palate tasteth food from wild game,” 
So a discerning heart ” false speeches. 
20 A froward heart causeth heaviness, 
And ® a man of experience will recompense him. 
21 A woman will receive any * man, 
Yet is one daughter better than another. 
22 The beauty of a woman cheereth the countenance, 
_And a man desireth nothing better.” 
23 ~—«‘If there be kindness and gentleness on * her tongue, 
Then is not her husband like other men. 
24 He that getteth a wife beginneth ** a possession, 
A help meet for ® himself, and a pillar of rest.*@ 
25 Where no hedge is, there the possession is spoiled; 
And he that hath no wife will wander up and down sighing.” 
26 For ® who will trust a thief well appointed, 

Ver. 6.—1 A. V.: Shew new (éyxaivicov). 2 make other strange (see Com.). 3 See Com. After this line H. 
248. Co. have an addition which also appears in the A. V. as: ‘‘ That they may set forth thy wondrous works.”? Of. 
yer. 8. 

Vers. 7-11. —4 A. V.: Raise up (éyerpov, which is better rendered here as above). 5 (See Com.) 6 omits And. 
7 covenant (marg., oath. See Com.). 8 them declare thy wonderful works (ééSiyynodoOwoar Ta weyadcia cov; 248, 
Co., exdiny. vor Ta Oavdord cov). 9 that escapeth (see Com.). 10 (See Com.) 11 (Lit., find destruction.) 12 op- 
press the (kaxovvtes ... . oov). 18 Smite in sunder (ovytpupor). 14 heathen (€x@p@v ; 106. 157. Co. Syr., é@vav). 
15 other but we. 16 And inherit thou them (see Com.). 

Vers. 12-17.—17 A. V.: named thy (dmoiwoas ; 157. 248. Oo. Syr. Ar., @véuacas, with the accusative following). 
18 unto Jerusalem (properly joined to the next member). 19 omits Jerusalem. 20 Sion with thine unspeakable 
oracles. (Marg., that it may magnify thine oracles. See Com.) 21 (év.) 2 raise up prophets (marg., prophecies. 
The common text has rpopyteias, but 248. Co., mpopjras. See Com.) that have been. 2 let... . be found faithful 
(Fritzsche adopts eumiarevOrrovrat from IIT. X. 55. 106. al. ; tewt. rec., eumiotevOytwoav).  % servants (Iadopt the marg. 
reading. Gr., tker@v; but IIT. X. 155. Co. Old Lat. Syr. Ar., olxer@v). 5 they which dwell (lit., And all... . shall). 


Vers. 18-21. — 26 A. V.:; devoureth all meats. 27 meat. 28 divers kinds of venison (Bpauara Oypas). 29 dotha 
heart of understanding. 30 But. 31 every (see Com.). s. 

Vers. 22-26. —*%2 A. V.: loveth nothing better (lit., ‘‘ excelleth above every desire ofa man”). 83 kindness, meek- 
ness, and comfort (248. Co. Old Lat. add kai tacts) in. ®4 beginneth (see Com.). 85 like unto (see Com.). 36 rest 
(text. ree., dvaravoewv. Fritzsche adopts the gen. sing. from III. X. et libri fere omnes. It is the reading of II.) 
87 mourning (orevager). 38 omits For. 


ECCLESIASTICUS. 


871 


oe ee I —————————— anal 


That skippeth! from city to city ? 


Pe 


So who will believe a man that hath no house, 


And lodgeth wheresoever the night findeth * him? 
Ver. 26. --1 A.V.: (Fritzsche receives apadAouev@ from IIT. X. 23. 55. 157. al.; epadrrouevy, 106. 155. 248. , text. rec., 


opaddAopev)- 2 taketh (see Cov.). 


Cuarter XXXVI. (xxxiii. 1-1la, and xxxvi. 160-31, of the Greek text). 


Ver. 4. ‘Hyido@ns = here, shown thyself as holy. 
The sense is clear. The Israelites had been 
brought into affliction on account of their sins, 
and so God here proved himself a holy God. 
The writer remarks that in a similar way he 
would manifest his power on the heathen before 
the Israelites whom they had oppressed. — Meya- 
AvvOeins= here, show thyself great. 

Ver. 6. The signs and wonders done in Egypt 
are meant. — ’AAAofwoov should probably have 
been Sevtépwcoy (7TIW). So Grotius, Fritzsche, 
Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, and others.—(Thy) hand 
and (thy) right arm =the hand of thy right arm. 

Ver. 7. Adversary, évrid:xov. It meant, first, 
the opposite party, whether plaintiff or defendant 
in a suit; then, any opponent, adversary. 

Ver. 8. The oath (dpxiouds. Cf. Gen. xxiv. 
41; Ley. v. 1; 1 Macc. vi. 62) made with the 
Patriarchs is meant. The Hebrew word was 


probably not M72, but TON. The former 


word is always translated by d:<@qxy in the LXX., 
except at Deut. ix. 15 (waprépiwy), and 1 Kings 
xi. 11 (évroAn). 

Ver. 9. Him that would escape, 6 cw(duevos. 
The rendering of the A. V., him that escapeth, 
does not bring out the meaning with sufficient 
clearness. The idea is that none should be per- 
mitted to escape from among theenemy. Others, 
however, find here a mistranslation; supposing 


that for the Hebrew word meaning rebel, 115. 


the translator read TW, fugitive. So Hitzig, 
who is followed by Bunsen’s Bibelwerk. — Rage 
of the fire. There are various meanings given 
to the words, év épyf# mupés, by different com- 
mentators; but they seem to refer to the con- 
suming fire which might be expected to come 
upon them in consequence of (the divine) indigna- 
tion. 

Ver. 11. The reading of the MSS., karexAnpo- 
yéunoa, arose, it is likely, simply from the mis- 

Jacement of this clause in the Greek text. It is 
the last part of verse 16 of chapter xxxvi., and so 
follows #yptrvnoa. Undoubtedly, with Fritzsche, 
Karakdnpovduntov or KaraxAnpovdunoa is to be 
read in its place. 

Ver. 14. TAjoov Sidv dpa 7a Adyid cov. The 
A. V. seems to have been influenced by the Old 
Latin: “ Reple Sion inenarrabilibus verbis tuis et 
gloria tua populum tuum.” Fritzsche, Bunsen’s 
‘Bibelwerk, and others regard dpa: as intended for 


a translation of NW, one of whose meanings is 


to take up and carry away, i. e., receive, appropri- 
ate. The sense of the whole passage would then 
be: ‘“ Fulfill to Zion the promises that have been 
made on her behalf.” Cf. verses 4-7. Others 
(De Wette) take dpa: in the sense of extol, praise. 
Others still: ‘Fill Zion (with readiness) to ac- 
cept thy doctrines.” Fritzsche makes the re- 
mark in his critical apparatus at this point that, 
on the testimony of Tischendorf, II. has here the 
reading aperadoyias cov, and adds: “ Sed hoc 








quidem hic nullo modo locum habere potest.” The 
new edition of this MS. shows’ the statement of 
Tischendorf to be a fact. The letters a, however, 
have been written over the e. It is probable that 
dpe is but a wrong spelling for dpa; but possibly 
the noun dperadoyla (genitive, dperadroylas) was 
thought of. 

Ver. 15. The author’s meaning is not so easy 
to find. The words erfoyaot cov seem to refer to 
the Israelites. They were the creatures of God in 
the beginning, i. e., in very early times. Bunsen’s 
Bibelwerk translates : “ Give a witness for thy deeds 
in the early time. —*Eyeipov (O°) mpopnrelas = 
fulfill the’ prophecies made in thy name.” So 
Grotius, Gaab, Bretschneider, Wahl, Fritzsche, 
Bunsen’s Bibelwerk. De Wette : “ Awaken proph- 
ecy in thy name.” Cf. Jer. xxix. 15; 1 Mace. 
iv. 46, ix. 27, xiv. 41. The latter rendering does 
not so well harmonize with the thought of the 
context. 

Ver. 18. With this verse, it is evident, begins 
a new section, which treats of various social rela- 
tions and extends to xxxix. 11. 

Ver. 19. Tasteth = testeth, i.e., knows how to 
distinguish dishes made from wild game from 
other dishes. 

Ver. 20. A froward (orpeBrh) heart = by 
metonymy a heart that is crooked in its ways. 
The word is used with wadalowara for tricks of 
wrestling. 

Ver. 21. A woman will receive [receive as 
husband] any man. With the men there was 
on the other hand, opportunity to choose among 
women. This seems to be the meaning of the 
verse, and it serves to show in what a sunken 
condition woman was at this time, even among 
the Jews. Cf., on the general subject, Van Len- 
nep, Bible Lands, p. 539 ff. 

Ver. 23. Other men. Lit., sons of men. He 
is unlike them in the sense that he is superior to 
them. 

Ver. 24. Getteth, xrduevos. The idea of 
buying is not excluded. — A wife. The context 
shows that a good one is meant, such an one as 
had been just described, — Beginneth a posses- 
sion. The Greek translator seems to have read 


br, when he should have read bro Still, 
the Greek (évdpxera) may be correct ; and, if so, 
the A. V. has rendered it properly. The man 
who has obtained a good wife has laid a founda- 
tion for great prosperity.— Kar’ abrév = corre- 
sponds to him, 7.¢., is fitted, meet for him. 

Ver. 26. Well appointed, ci(éve (lit., well 
girded), and so ready for anything. The word 
cparrduevos would hardly be used of a thief, or 
Oriental robber. Hence it is better to accept, 
with Bretschneider, Fritzsche, and others, the 
reading of most of the MSS., &pardAcueve, springs 
off, springs forth, or skippeth. Cf. the A. V., which 
seems to have followed the Old Latin (exiliens). 
—Nosoudy, nest, which is figuratively used for a 
fixed dwelling-place. Cf. Prov. xxvii- 8. — O06 
day owton. Lit., where he may come late. 
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CHAPTER XX XVII. 


1 Every friend saith, I am a? friend also ; 
But many a friend is * only a friend in name. 
Is it not a grief * unto death, 
When a companion and friend is turned to an enemy ? * 
O wicked imagination,® whence camest thou in 
To cover the earth ® with deceit ? 
A comrade rejoiceth’ in the prosperity of a friend,® 
And ® in the time of trouble will be against hem ; 
A comrade helpeth a friend for the belly’s sake; 
In the presence of conflict he taketh the shield.” 
Forget not thy friend in thy mind,” 
And be not unmindful of him in thy riches. 
“ Every counsellor extolleth “ counsel ; 
But many a one © counselleth for himself. 
8 Beware of a counsellor, 
And know before what need he hath,*® 
For he will counsel for himself; 
Lest he cast the lot upon thee, 
9 And say unto thee, Thy way 7s good ; 
And afterward he stand on the other side, to see what shall befall thee. 
10 Consult not with one that suspecteth thee ; 7" 
And hide thy counsel from such as envy thee. 
11 Netther consult with a woman touching her of whom she is jealous ; 
Neither with a coward on 78 matters of war; 
Nor with a merchant concerning barter ; 
Nor with a buyer of selling ; 
Nor with an envious man of thankfulness ; 
Nor with an unmerciful man touching kindness ; 
Nor with the slothful on * any work ; 
Nor with a hired man of a household on* finishing work ; 
Nor with an idle servant of much business : 
Depend not on ” these in any matters of counsel. 
12 But be continually with a godly man, 
Whom thou knowest as keeping the commandments,” 
Whose mind 7s * according to thy mind, 
And who * will sorrow with thee, if thou shalt miscarry.* 
13 ~~ And let the counsel of thine own heart stand, 
For there is no man more faithful unto thee than it. 
14 For a man’s mind” is sometimes** wont to tell him more 
Than seven watchmen, that sit on high to keep watch.” 


OF eS CS aS 


for) 


Vers. 1-8.—1A.V.: his (Fritzsche strikes out air after éfiAiaca, as wanting in III. X. and nearly all the MSS. 
It is, however, found in IT.). 2 There is a friend which is. 8 (Avy is followed by év. It has generally been con- 
sidered as a contracted form of éveo7t. Winer, however, holds that it is to be taken for the preposition é — év, évé, 
with the accent thrown back — which, like ém, mapa, ete., is used without elvac. Cf. Winer, pp. 80, 423; Buttmann, 
p. 72). # enemy (lit., enmity; ILI. 155. 254. al. however, éx@pov). 5 imagination (év@vunua. Fritzsche, thought. 
Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, disposition. Probably TAT stood in the original, and had its bad meaning of machination, 
plot). 6 See Com. pe 

Vers. 4-6.—7A. V.: There is a companion which (ératpos seems to be used in the sense of ‘‘ comrade,” and in con- 
trast with ‘ friend ’’) rejoiceth. 8 friend (Fritzsche: ‘‘ A companion of a friend rejoices in good cheer.”? Bunsen‘s 
Bibelwerk: ‘‘ The companion rejoices with the friend in prosperity ”’). 9 But. 10 There is a companion which 
helpeth (see Com.) his. 1 the belly (xapuv yaotpés). 12 And (H. Co. Old Lat. have xai) taketh up the buckler 
(xpera aomiSa) against the enemy (marg., in presence of the enemy. Gr., évavre wodguov; 248. Co. Old Lat. read woAe- 
piov. See Com.). 1 mind (Wuy7, here better heart, or soul). 

Vers. 7-11. —14 See Com. 16 A, V.: there is some that. 16 (marg., what use there is of him.) 17 (See Com.) 
18 in (zept, as also in the following cases). 19 exchange (seTaBodias). 20 for. aa hireling for a year, of (see 
Com.). 22 Hearken not unto (uy émeyxe émi). ; 

Vers. 12-19. — 28 A. V.: to keep the commandments of the Lord (the addition is found in 248. Co. ; Old Lat., tivmorem 
Dei). 24 (Lit., Who, in his mind, etc.) 25 omits who. °6 miscarry (rratops, stumble, trip, make a mistake), 
27 mind (yvx7H. Cf. ver. 6). 28 sometime. 29 sit above in a high tower (émi peredpov Kaymevor emt ckomys ; but 
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15 And above all this pray to the Most High, 
“That he will direct thy way in truth. 
16 Let reflection be the beginning of every enterprise, 
And counsel be before ? every action. 
17 _As sign of a change of view four things appear : ° 
18 Good‘ and evil, life and death ; 
And® the tongue ruleth over them continually. 
19 Many a one is clever as teacher of ® many, 
And yet is unprofitable to himself. 
20 Many aone sheweth wisdom’ in words, and ts hated ; 
He shall be destitute of all food.* 
21. ~=—‘ For attractiveness ® is not given him from the Lord, 
Because ?° he is deprived of all wisdom. 
22 Many a one is wise for * himself, 
And the fruits of his understanding are true in the mouth.” 
23 A wise man instructeth his people, 
And the fruits of his understanding are really true.” 
24 A wise man shall be filled with blessing, 
And all they that see Aim shall pronounce “ him happy. 
25 The days of the life of man may be numbered ; * 
~ But?® the days of Israel are innumerable. 
26 The” wise man shall attain to confidence among his people, 
And his name shall live forever.” 
27 My son, prove thy soul by thy life,” 
And see what ¢s evil for it, and give not that unto it; 
28 =‘ For all things are not profitable for all men, 
Neither hath every person” pleasure in every thing. 
29 Be not insatiable” in any delicacy,” 
Nor too greedy over food. 
30 For excess of food * bringeth sickness,” 
And surfeiting leadeth to cholera morbus.” 
31 By surfeiting have many perished ; 
But he that taketh heed prolongeth his life. 


X. 248. Co. have the order of the A. V., and write the last two words together). 1 Let reason go before (Apy} mam 
tas Epyou Adyos. See Com.). 2 counsel before. 8 The countenance is a sign of changing of the heart (txvos aA- 
Aowwscews Kapdias — C., adds tpdowov ; 248. Co. substitute xapas mpdowrov —técoapa pépy avaréAdct. The last three 
words are added in the A. V. to the following line. See Com.). 4 Four manner of things appear: good (see preced- 
ing note). 5 But. 6 There is one that is wise (see Com.) and (kad is not found in III. X. C. H. 23. and 
most MSS.) teacheth. 

Vers. 20-26. —7 A. V.: There is one that sheweth wisdom (see Com.). 8 food (marg., wisdom, as X. 23. 106. 157. 
248. Co.). 9 grace (xdpis, but used in the sense of “ charm,” ‘* attractiveness ’’). 10 (See Com.) 11 Another is 
wise to. 12 of understanding are commendable (aiveroi, 248. Co. Old Lat) in (én¢) his mouth. 18 fail not (muorol. 
See previous verse and Com.). 14 count. 15 (Lit., “‘ The life of a man ts in a number of days.”’) 16 (kai.) 
17 A (so H. 248. Co.). 18 inherit glory (248. Co. Old Lat. read 6déav instead of mioTw). 19 shall be perpetual (¢joe- 
rar— 248. C., rar — eis Tov aidva). 

Vers. 27-31. —% A. V.: in thy life (see Com.). 21 soul (see Com.). 22 unsatiable. 23 dainty thing (tpvdf), 
% upon meats. 25 meats (marg., variety of meats). 26 (Pritasche adopts vécos from III. X. 23. 55. multisque aliis 
libris ; text. rec., w6vos.) 27 will turn into choler (éyyvet ws xoAgpas. Cf. xxxi, 20). 


CuarterR XXXVI. 


Ver.3. Wicked imagination, i.e., from being | It would be also grammatically allowable to join 
a friend to become an enemy. — Whence comest it with éraipos, or with #Sera. The construction 
thou in to cover the earth. Lit., whence rollest thou of the next verse, however, would seem to favor 
in (évexvatoOns) to cover the dry land (rhy tnpav). | the rendering given. 
The figure is that of a mighty flood which breaks| Ver. 5. Helpeth a friend, cupmovei, takes 
in upon land usually dry, bringing desolation in its | trouble for and with him, but only because he has 
course. In the same manner comes the wicked |a common interest. This, too, leads him in the 
thought to divide those living in peace and friend-| presence of danger to seize his shield for his own 
ship. The question whence it comes the author | and his friend’s defense, It is still, however, a 
proceeds to answer in the following verses. Self-| question of self-interest with him. Others under- 
ishness is one cause. It rejoices with the friend| stand that he takes the shield only in self-defense, 
only when heis prosperous, or when something is| and leaves his friend without protection. z 
to be gained by it. Ver.6. “A friend in need is a friend in deed. 

Ver. 4. The A. V. joins pfaou with ev ebppoodyp. | “ Is est amicus qui re juvat, ubi re est opus.” 
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Ver. 7. Extolleth (étafpe). We might have 
expected a word meaning giveth here, and so 
Fritzsche, Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, and others trans- 
late. It is possible that the Greek word is a cor- 
ruption. It will be noticed that the Old Latin 
has prodit. Still, the present text makes good 
sense. “A man,” the author would say, “ natu- 
rally extols his own business.” 

Ver. 8. For he will counsel for himself, 
i.e., to his own advantage. This is parenthetic. — 
Cast thelot upon thee. In other words, “ Leave 
thee to take thy chances,” without the interest of 
a real friend. 

Ver. 10. ‘YroBaAerouevov ce =looketh upon thee 
askance, with an evil, jealous eye. 

Ver. 11. (A. V.) hireling for a year (érerelou, 
as 55. 106. 248. 254. Co.). With the reading 
epeortou (of the text. rec.), the meaning would be 
a household servant, a hired man of the house, i.e., 
one who has an assured position, and hence might 
think that there was no reason for hurrying. 

Ver. 13. Stand= be of worth, valid. Do not 
think it of little importance. Have a proper 
self-respect. Do not lean too much on the coun- 
sel of others. Counsel thyself. 

Ver. 14. Seven watchmen. The number 
seven is used, like three and five, as a round, or 
so-called sacred, number. Cf. 1 Sam. ii. 5; Prov. 
Xxvi. 16, 25; Jer. xv. 9. 

Ver. 15. There is a fine German proverb, 
which is sometimes inscribed on the fronts of 
houses : “An Gottes Segen ist Alles gelegen.” 

Ver. 16. Adyos for Aoyiouds. Probably the 


Hebrew word was T°W 


Vers. 17, 18. Obviously, no period is to be 
placed, as in the A. V., after xapdlas, which seems 
to be used in the sense of disposition, ruling pur- 
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pose. The idea of the verse is that according to 
the heart so will good or evil show itself. Bun- 
sen’s Bibelwerk translates : “In consequence of a 
changed disposition (Gesinnung), four things 
arise.” The author says, further, that it depends 
on the tongue how far these signs may or may 
not appear. 

Ver. 19. There is one (A. V.), gorw avip. 
The meaning of this expression here and else- 
where where it is used in our book would be 
better brought out by “ many a one.” 

Ver. 20. The meaning of co@i(duevos is modi- 
fied by év Adéyos. ‘The man referred to is a 
sophist who can use wise words, without being 
himself wise and making his words tell even for 
his own good. 

Ver. 21. For.... because. The Greek 
translator probably found in the Hebrew text 


ND + + + + 9D. and might have rendered the last 
by «af. Where two or more causal clauses fol- 
low each other, this particle is repeated in the 
sense of and because, or and. See Gesenius’ Lezx., 
sub voce. 

Ver. 22. Is wise for himself. He uses his 
wisdom only for his own benefit. The fruits of 
such a man’s understanding are true, real (morol), 
ém) crduatos, upon the lips, in the mouth only, of 
him that declares it. They are not really so. 
The counterpart of such a man is described in the 
following verse. 

Ver. 27. Liife,i.e., manner of living, experi- 
ence, as good or bad, helpful or injurious. — Thy 
soul (W532). Thyself, thy entire being. Fritzsche 
thinks the body, the physical nature simply, is 
meant. But this limitation of the idea is first 
made at verse 28. 





CHAPTER 


For the Lord created ? him. 


So MOT ei TCO" 


And he gave’ men skill, 


XXXVITI. 


Honor, with reference to thy needs, a physician with the honor due unto him,' 


For of the Most High cometh healing ; 

And he shall receive a gift from * the king. 

The skill of the physician shall lift up his head, 

And in the sight of great men he shall be in admiration. 
The Lord produceth* medicines out of the earth, 

And a discreet man will not be averse to ® them. 

Was not the water made sweet with wood, 

That the virtue ° thereof might be known ? 


That he * might be honored in his marvellous works ; 


With them ® doth he heal,° 
And taketh away one’s sickness; ™ 


oe «I 


With them ” doth the apothecary make a mixture ;* 


And he is not through with his labors “ 
Before, from him, peace is abroad upon ™ the earth. 


Vers. 1-4.—1A. V.: Honour a physician .... him for the uses which you may have of him. 


8 honour of (instead of d6ua, 28. 248. 253. Co. read ddéav). 
abhor (spocox@cet). 


Vers. 5-8. —6 Lit., strength. 7A. V.: hath given. 


2 hath created. 


4 hath created. 5 he that is wise (fpovimos) will not 


8 he (this rendering is the common one; but it would ap- 


pear to be more in harmony with what follows to make “ they,’ 7.e., men, the subject of évSofd¢eoGar: ‘‘ that they 


might honor themselves through his (God’s) marvellous works ; *? namely, remedies). 


the physician that is referred to). 


254. 296.), 122 Of such. 13 confection. 


+ 


9 such. 10 heal men (it is 


11 their pains (Tov mévoy avrod, t. €,, one’s sickness ; avrwy is found in 55. 106. 


2 14 of his works there is no end (cvvteAéoy; but Fritzsche receives - 
AcoO# from III. X. 0. 23. 106. 157. al. Co. Old Lat. See Com.). ; el 


15 And from him is peace oyer all. 


ECCLESIASTICUS. Sls 
9 My son, in thy sickness be not negligent ; 
But pray unto the Lord, and he will make thee whole. 
10 Leave off doing wrong,” and order thine hands aright, 
And cleanse thy heart from every sin.® 
11 Give a sweet savor, and a memorial of fine flour ; 
And make a fat offering, as though about to die.* 
12 And® give place to the physician, for the Lord created ° him ; 
And? let him not go from thee, for thow hast need of him. 
13 There is a time when also ® in their hands there is success ; ° 
14. For they will” also pray unto the Lord, 
That he would prosper them in seeking to relieve and cure for life’s sake.™ 
15 He that sinneth before his Maker, 
Let him fall into the hands ¥ of the physician. 
16 My son, let tears fall down over a dead person,” 
And begin to lament as one suffering terribly ;“ 
And enshroud his body as suitable for him,” 
And neglect not his burial. 
17. Weep bitterly, and make great moan,” 
And make ™ lamentation, as may befit him,” 
For ® a day or two, lest thou be evil spoken of ; ® 
And then comfort thyself for thy heaviness ; 
18 For of heaviness cometh death, 
And heaviness of heart “! boweth down the ” strength. 
19 In misfortune too, there abideth heaviness,” 
‘And the life of the poor weigheth upon ™ the heart. 
20 ‘Take no heaviness to heart, 
Put it away as mindful of the end.” 
21 Forget zt not, for there is no returning ; *° 
And” thou shalt not aid him,” and shalt * hurt thyself. 
22 Remember my lot,” for thine also shall be so ; : 
Yesterday for me, and to-day for thee. 
23 When the dead is at rest, let his remembrance rest, 
And be comforted for him, when his spirit is departed from him. 
24 The wisdom of a scribe ®! cometh by opportunity of leisure ; 
And he that hath little ® business shall become wise. 
25 How can he get wisdom that holdeth ® the plough, 
That* glorieth in the goad,” 
That driveth oxen, and is occupied in their labors, 
And whose talk is of bullocks ? *° 
26 He giveth his mind to make furrows ; 
And his sleepless care is * to give the kine fodder. 
27. So every mason and master builder, 
That laboreth ® night and day ; 
And they that cut and grave * seals, 


Vers. 9-15. —1 idcerat ce. 2 A. Y.: from sin (7Anumédccav, With auaprias in the next line). 8 all wicked- 
ness. 4 as not being (marg., as a dead man. See Com.). 5 Then (xa). 6 hath created. 7 omits And. 
8 omits also (xai). 9 good success (see Com.). 10 shall. 11 That, which they give for ease and remedy to pro- 
long life (avrots avamavowv kal tacw xapiv uBidcews). 1 hand. 

Vers. 16-20. — 13 A. V.: the dead. 14 as if thou hadst suffered great harm thyself. 15 then cover (mepioretdov) 

... according to the custom (xara 8é Thy Kpicw avtov). 16 (See Com.) 17 use. 18 he is worthy. 19 And that. 
20 (Lit., for the sake of calumny, i. e., to escape blame.) 21 the heaviness of the heart. 22 preaketh (kaper). 
23 affliction also sorrow remaineth (see Com.). 24 js the curse (lit., is against ; for Kara, 55. 248. 254. Co. read xardpa) 
of. 2% Drive... .and remember the last end (uvynadeis Ta ExXaTa). 

Vers. 21-23. —% A. V.: turning again. 27 omits And. 28 do him good. 29 but. 30 judgment (marg., the 
sentence upon him. Fritasche reads pov after xpiua, instead of avrod, with III. 23. 55. 106. 155. al. Co. Old Lat. See 
Com.). 

ae 24-27.—31 A. V.: learned man (ypauparéws). 82 little (6 éAaccovjevos mpager avrov. Others, ‘¢ who has no 
business’’). 3 holdeth (see Com.). #4 And that (Fritzsche strikes out the cad, as wanting in IIT. X. 55. 106. 155. al. 
Co.). 35 (See Com.) 36 bullocks (marg., ‘‘ Gr., of the breed of bullocks.?? The Greek is, év viots ravpwv). 37 is 
diligent (see Com.). 38 carpenter and workmaster (see Com.). 39 laboureth (dudéyer, passes, spends. One of the 
meanings of the word was also to manage, conduct business. But the meaning here seems to be that he spends the 


night as the day). 40 See Com. 
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And he who is persevering in making manifold figures,* 

Who? give themselves to make a lifelike picture,’ 

And whose sleepless care is * to finish a work. 
28 So the smith * sitting by the anvil, 

And tiring himself with the rough iron ; ® 

The smoke ” of the fire wasteth his flesh, 

And he fighteth with the heat of the furnace 5 

The noise of the hammer deafens his ear,® 

And his eyes are ® upon the pattern of the utensil ; 

He giveth his mind ™ to finish hes work,” 

And his sleepless care is to polish it on completion.” 
29 So the potter sitting at his work, 

And turning the wheel about with his feet, 

Who is always anxious about ¥ his work, 

And maketh all his work by number,; 1® 
80 He fashioneth the clay with his arm, 

And maketh it pliable with his feet ; 7” 

He applieth himself to glaze * it over ; 

And his sleepless care is 1 to make clean the furnace. 
31 All these trust to their hands, 

And every one is wise in his work. 
32 Without these shall not a city be inhabited ; ”° 

And men™ shall not dwell abroad,” nor go up and down; 
33 They shall not be sought for in public counsel, 

Nor sit high in the congregation ; 

They shall not sit on the judge's * seat, 

Nor understand the statutes of the covenant ; * 

They shall not bring to light instruction ** and judgment ; 

And they shall not be found where parables are spoken. 
84 But they will maintain the world,” 

And their prayer be for * the work of their craft. 


_ Ver. 27.--1 A. V. are diligent to make great variety (see Com.). 2 And. 5 counterfeit imagery (see Com.), 
4 watch (see ver. 26). 

Vers. 28-80. —5 A. V.: The smith also (otrws yadxevs). 5 considering (see Com.) the iron work (apy@ oudypw 5 
év py ordipov, 248. Co. ; épyov odypov, III. 157. 807. ; Old Lat., considerans opus ferri ; X. 55. 106. 254. 296. 308. épya 
odyjpov). 7 vapour. 8 hammer and the anvil (the addition is found in H. and Co.) is ever in (see Com.) his ears. 
9 look still. 10 thing that he maketh (cxevovs). 11 setteth his mind (xapdiav avrod Sécec. I render as the same is 
rendered at ver. 26). 12 (plur., 2. e., the vessels just spoken of.) 18 watcheth (see vers. 26, 27)... . it perfectly 
(see Com.). 14 So doth. 15 alway carefully set at. 16 (kat évaptOu.os aca H épyacia adtod.) 17 boweth 
down his strength before his feet (marg., tempereth it with his feet). 18 to lead (cvvteAdaat Td xpiome.,, to complete 
the smearing). 19 he ts diligent. 

Vers. 81-34. —20 A. V.: cannot... . inhabited (or built). 21 they (not clear). 22 dwell where they will 
(apoixyoovatv). 23 (See Com.) 24 judges’ (so 248. Co.). 25 sentence of judgment (see Com.). 26 cannot 
declare (expavwor) justice (Fritzsche adopts waSecav from III. X. 28.55. 155. al. Co. 3 text. rec., Suxacocdvyyv). 27 state 
(248. Co. Syr. Ar., erqya; other authorities, xrioua. See Com.) of the world (aidvos). *8 all their desire (Séyaus) 
ts in. 


CuarreR XXXVIII. 


Ver. 1. The meaning is: It is a divine ar-| Ver. 5. This illustration is taken from Ex. xv 
rangement that there should be physicians, and 23-25. cas 
they are also very useful; hence, they should; Ver. 6. By marvellous works are meant 
receive corresponding appreciation and their fees works of healing through the use of divinely ap- 
not be begrudged them. On the knowledge and pointed medicines under the direction of byes 
practice of medicine in ancient times,*cf. Riehm’s , cians. ope 
Handworterbuch and Winer, Bib. Realwérterbuch,{ Wer. 8. The thought is rhetorically exagger- 
under “ Arzneikunde.” ated, in order to represent the sudden effect of 

Ver. 2. King. Those who stand highest are medicine. —He is not through, 7. ¢., he is scarcel 
not above the need of physicians; but through through. The word used for apothecar is wu : 
presents they seek to win their favor and atten-| fds, one who boils salve unguents = an nee 
tion. Cf. the case of Joram, 2 Kings viii. 29, and rius. : ; _ 
of Hezekiah, Is. xxxviii. 21. Ver. 10. Leave off doing wrong, namely, in 

Ver. 4. Produceth medicines out of the! that particular form which was the occasion of 
earth. He causes them to be produced by the the sickness. — The expression, order (thine) hands 
earth, in its plants and minerals, jaright, make straight the hands, ev@uvoy xelpas, 
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though in itself peculiar, recalls the words, “ Make 
straight paths for your feet.” Cf. Heb. xii. 13, 

Ver. 11. A memorial. That part of the 
meat-offering which was burnt is meant. —‘Qs uh 
brdpxwy. Lit., as not being, i. e., as one given up, 
and hence (as it might be supposed) inclined to 
make generous sacrifice to the Lord. 


Ver. 12. Give place to= make room for, call 
the physician. 
Ver. 13. Ev’odla, success. The power to heal 


is meant, —a power given them of God, as the 
following verse intimates. 

Ver. 14. How painful to think that, on the 
contrary, so many physicians in our day, instead 
of praying for their patients and with them, are 
bald materialists, and disbelievers in the efficacy 
of prayer! 

Ver. 15. He that sinneth, and as a conse- 
quence is visited with disease as a punishment, 
finds the good physician a good friend. 

Ver. 16. Kara 5& thy xplow = and as befitting, 
according to the proprieties of the case, as it may 
be due to this particular individual, his former 
rank and influence. For the last word, doubtless 
WSWS stood in the Hebrew. — Neglect not. 
Make it as imposing as might be expected. 

Ver. 17. Make great moan. Lit., make hot 
the wailing = shed scalding tears. — Lest (thou) be 
evil spoken of, What can be thought of the 
morality of such admonitions as these, or the 
motive that is made to support them? It is not 
enough to say with Fritzsche that the author is 
“ice-cold,” and sees everything from a cold, intel- 
lectual point of view. It is something worse: a 
direct encouragement of hypocrisy for the sake of 
appearances, and that in the most solemn scenes 
and the most tender relations of life! 

Ver. 19. We adopt with Fritzsche and others 
the readings éraywyf (from III. X. 106. 155. 157. 
948, 296. 307. Co. Old Lat.; text. rec., amaywyi) 
and mapayéver (with ILI. 23. 157, 248. 254. 296. 
307. Co.; text. rec., mapaBalver), as original. The 
former word is elsewhere (ii. 2) used by our 
author in the sense of affliction, misfortune. The 
two members of this verse are to be considered as 
parallel. As in misfortune, too, sorrow (that 
preys upon the strength) remaineth, is abiding, 
so (kal) the life of the poor is against (Kard, 2. é., 
weigheth upon) the heart. This sense harmo- 
nizes well with the context, both that which pre- 
cedes and that which follows. 

Ver. 20. Mindful of the end (ra érxara), 
i e., being mindful that it will hasten the time of 
death. 

Ver. 21. Forget it not, namely, death. — For 
there is no returning. There is “no discharge 
in that war.’ Eccles. viii. 8. — Not aid him. 
The departed one. 

Ver. 22. The dead man seems to be repre- 
sented as speaking in this verse throughout. The 
word kplua, judgment, sentence, i.e., with reference 
to death, is more clearly expressed as in the 
text. 

Ver. 24. A scribe, ypapparéws. This well- 
known character is probably meant, and not 
simply a learned man in general. —’Ey edkaipla 
oxoAns = the favorable opportunity which leisure 
affords. The assertion in the last part of the 
yerse is to be taken with a grain of allowance. 
Leisure is not the only necessity, if one would be 
wise; but, above all, a desire to study. ; 

Ver. 25. Holdeth (xparav) the plough, in the 


sense of ruleth, guideth, as the following elanse| 














shows. — Glorieth in the goad. Lit., glorieth in 
the spear of a goad (i. e., which isa goad). The 
remark is made playfully. 

Ver. 26. ’Aypurvta is more than diligence. It 
denotes a care that is so great as to deprive one 
of sleep. ‘The word occurs a number of times 
in what immediately follows as a sort of refrain 
to the several cases mentioned. 


Ver. 27. Téxtwv (won) might indeed have 


the meaning carpenter; but in connection with 
what follows is perhaps better translated by 
mason, and &pxitéxtwy by head carpenter. Cf. 
verse 32.— Cut and grave. Rather, engrave 
cuttings, or simply engrave (yAvpovres yAdmmara). 
And he who is persevering (7 éwimov}) adrov) in 
making manifold figures (dAAoi@oo mola). 
Lit., to change manifoldness. Grotius gives the 
sense well: “varias formas in gemmam intro- 
ducere.” — Make a life-like picture (duoidou 
Cwrypaglav). 

Ver. 28. The smith generally does something 
more than merely consider the iron in the rough 
(karapavOdvev apys odipy): he works it. It 
is probable that there is mistranslation; Y7) 


having been read for 9}, as might easily have 
been the case, and I have rendered accordingly. — 
The words ra:vte? rd ods adTod do not make sense. 
Some critics would emend by xv@, rubs, tickles, and. 
De Wette, deafen. The latter idea is probably 
correct, though scarcely derivable from this word, 


The Hebrew word for it would be wan (cf. 
Micalr vii. 16), and it may have been found in 


the form W771, and mistaken for WTI, mean- 
ing to renew. Fritzsche agrees with Ewald and 
Hitzig in finding a similar exchange of these two 
words at Zeph. iii. 17; but this is doubtful. Cf. 
Keil’s Com., in loc. — The words ém ovvtedclas 
mean when it is complete, or on completion; and 
are not to be taken in an adverbial sense, as in 
the A. V. 

Vers. 29, 30. Cf. art. “ Pottery” in Smith’s 
Bib. Dict. ‘The clay, when dug, was trodden 
by men’s feet, so as to form a paste, then placed 
by the potter on the wheel beside which he sat, 
and was shaped by him with his hands.” — All 
his work by number, 7. e., he works by the job, 
or has a definite task set before him. 

Ver. 31. All these different classes are so busy 
in their various special occupations that they 
have no opportunity for acquiring much knowl- 
edge outside their particular sphere. Still, the 
importance of such physical labor is not to be 
denied, nor too much depreciated. 

Ver. 32. Men shall not dwell abroad. The 
meaning is that the work of these artisans alone 
gives occasion for commercial activity at home and 
abroad, and lies at the basis of much intellectual 
and social progress. — Go up and down, ‘Travel 
here and there in pursuit of knowledge, or for 
purposes of trade. 

Ver. 33. Em dippov Sikacrov, on the judge’s 
seat. he person whois referred to is not strictly 
the judge («pirjs) who pronounces sentence, but 
one who executes diy, maintains law and equity. 
He was more a juror than a judge. Cf. Liddell 
and Scott’s Lear.; also Cremer, s.v.; and espe- 
cially Schmidt, Syn. der griech. Sprache, i., p. 
356 ff.— Aradjenv xpiwaros. The Mosaic law, in 
accordance with which decisions were made, seems 
to be meant. Hence it might be rendered freely 
by divine statutes, or statutes of the covenant. 
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Cremer, however (Zez., s. v.), would render by|external order of things represented in it, in so 
rule, ox order of judgment. Cf. xlv. 17, where the | far as without them the higher physical and social 
same expression occurs, In Cod. II. the whole |life of men would be impossible. —In the work 
member, ka) diadjknv .. . . diavonOjoovra, is en-| of (their) craft, év epyacta réxvns. This seems to 
closed in brackets. be the meaning, although the last word might be 
Ver. 34. Kricua aiavos ornpicovor. The first | taken in the sense of “art,” “ handicraft ” in gen- 
two words seem to stand for the world. These|eral. Their prayer is directed to the carrying 
persons are the support of the world, of that |out of such works as have been spoken of. 





CHAPTER XX XIX. 


1 Bur he that giveth his mind to the law of the Most High, 
And meditateth thereon,* 
Will seek out the wisdom of all the elders,? 
And be occupied with ® prophecies. 
2 He will keep the sayings of * renowned men, 
And where subtile proverbs ® are, he will have ingress.° 
8 He will seek out the secrets of parables,’ 
And be occupied with enigmas of proverbs.§ 
4 He shall serve among great men, 
And appear before princes ; ® 
He will travel through strange countries, 
For he hath tried the good and the evil among men.” 
5 He will have it at heart to rise early to seek“ the Lord that made him, 
And will pray before the Most High, 
And will open his mouth in prayer, 
And make supplication for his sins. 
6 Ii” the great Lord will, 
He shall be filled with the spirit of understanding ; 
He shall pour out wise sentences,” 
And give thanks unto the Lord in “ prayer. 
7 He shall direct aright his counsel * and knowledge, 
And in his secrets shall he meditate. 
8 He shall show forth that which he hath learned,” 
And shall glory in the law of the covenant” of the Lord. 
9 Many shall commend his understanding, 
And to eternity he shall not pass away ; 8 
His memorial shall not depart,” 
And his name shall live from generation to generation. 
10 Nations shall show forth his wisdom, 
And the congregation shall publish *” his praise. 
11 If he live,”* he shall leave a greater name than a thousand ; 
And if he die,” he shall increase it.”8 
12 I will still further relate what I have thought upon,” 
For” I am filled as the moon at the full. 


Vers. 1-8.— 1A. V.: is oceupied in the meditation thereof (Svavoovjévov). 2 ancient (épyaiwy). 3 in. 4 keep 
(ovvrnpycer, as probable rendering of Wat; it might be rendered, with others, ‘‘ regard’) the sayings (Sujynow, re- 
ceived by Fritzsche from III. X, 28. 55. 106. al. Co. ; teat. rec., dumyjoers. So perhaps, better ‘‘ have regard to the dis- 


course *’) of the. 5 parables. 6 he will be there also (cvvercedcvoerar. See Com., and cf. xxxviii. 83.). 7 grave 
sentences (rapoymiov). 8 conversant in dark parables (év aiviywace mapaBodar). ; 

Vers. 4, 5.—° jyounévwy Fritzsche receives from X. 23. 55. 106. al. Co.; text. rec., wyoupévov. 10 See Com. 
11 A. V.: give his heart to resort early to (op@picat mpos). 

Vers. 6-11.—12 A. V.: When (éav). 18 (pjuata Boplas avrov, words of his wisdom = wise words.) 14 in his. 
15 direct (karev@vver) his counsel (others, will). 16 (madetav Sidarkadlas avTov. Gaab and De Wette similarly to ie 
A. V., “ his wisdom learned.’” But it would perhaps be better, with Fritzsche and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, to take the 
words in the sense, “ his wise teaching,” or, “‘ teaching, doctrine of his wisdom.”*) 17 (See Com.) 18 so long as 
the world endureth it (not his understanding, but his name, himself) shall not be blotted out (on account of the 
change of subject, I have changed the rendering of éfaderpOjoerar). 19 depart away. 20 declare. 21 die (see 


Com.). live. 28 éumouet avto. Probably for sb FPOT, or sip) FD. 
Vers. 12-15.—*4 A. V.: Yet have I more to say, which I have thought upon ("Ert SvavonBels exduepyyjoopar). 3 For 
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13. Hearken unto me, ye holy sons,* 
‘And bud forth as a rose growing by a flowing stream ;? 
14 And yield a pleasant odor * as frankincense, 
And bloom * as a lily ; 
Diffuse a pleasant odor,’ and sing a song of praise,° 
Bless the Lord for’ all his works. 
15 Magnify his name, 
And show forth his praise ® 
With songs of the ® lips, and with harps ; 
And in praising speak thus: ’° 
16 All the works of the Lord are exceeding good, 
And every command shall be executed in its * season. 
17. And one may not say,” What 7s this ? wherefore 7s this? #8 
For in its season shall * all be sought out ; 
At his commandment the waters stood as a heap,”® i 
And at the word of his mouth the receptacles of waters.” 
18 At his commandment 7s done all that! pleaseth him ; 
And none can hinder, when he will save. 
19 The works of all flesh are before him, 
And nothing can be hid from his eyes. 
20 Heseeth from everlasting to everlasting ; 
And there is nothing wonderful before him. 
21 One may not” say, What ¢s this? wherefore ¢s this ?® 
For all things are made” for their use.” 
22 - His blessing covered the dry land™ as a river, 
And watered 7 as a flood : 
23 Just so shall the heathen experience * his wrath, 
As he turned % the waters into saltness.™ 
24 As his ways are plain unto the holy, 
So are they stumbling-blocks unto the wicked.” 
25 For the good are good things created from the beginning, 
So evil things for sinners. 
26 The principal of all needful things for * man’s life 
Are water, and™ fire, and™ iron, and salt, 
And” flour of wheat, and” honey, and” milk, 
Blood of the grape, and oil, and clothing : 
27. ~—sCAddi' these things are for good to the godly ; 
So to the sinners they are turned into evil. 
28 There are winds” that are created for punishment, 
And *! in their fury lay on sore strokes ; 
And ® in the time of destruction they pour out their force, 
And appease the wrath of him that made them. 
29 ~—~‘Fire,** and hail, and famine, and death, 
All these are created for punishment ; * 


(kai, but 248. Co., yap). 1 children. 2 the brook of the field (marg., rivers of water. The Greek is émt pevmatos 
typov. Fritzsche receives the last word from III. X. ©. 28. 106. al. Co. ; text. rec., &ypov). 3 give ye a sweet savour 
(evwdidoare donnv)- 4 flourish (avOjoare avéos). 5 Send forth (Sud6ore) . . . . smell (dopn7jv). 6 song of praise 
(aivéoare dopa = praise a song, with respect to a song, 7. ¢., sing a song of praise. The peculiar Greek is due to the 
Ifebrew idiom). 7 in (émi). 8 (é£ouodoyjoacde év aivéece avrod. The last three words are wanting in 248. Co. The 
Greek means, ‘‘ Praise, acknowledge him in his praise.”’) 9 the songs of your (I have changed to bring out more 
clearly the distinction apparently intended between vocal and instrumental music). 10 Aim you shall say after this 
manner. 

Vers. 16-21. —1! A. V.: whatsoever he commandeth .... accomplished in due (avtod). none may say. 1% that 
(rodro, as in the foregoing). 14 at time convenient they shall. 15 (See Com.) 16 whatsoever. 17 A man need 
not to (ovx éotw eizetv, as at ver. 17). 18 that (see ver. 17). 19 he hath made all things. 20 Fritzsche receives 
xpecav from 55. 406. 155. al. Co. ; III. X. C. also agree in giving the sing. See Com. 

Vers. 22-27. —%1A. V.: dry land (Enpav). 22 So (ovrws, and refers to what precedes) ... . inherit (KAnpovopncer, 
but with the sense given). * hath turned. 2% (In the A. V. these two members are read in an inverse order, which 
shows the course of thought far less clearly. In III. C. 106. 155. 157. 296. 307. 808. the second member, as we have 
given it, stood at the close of ver. 24.) 25 wicked (avdmors, as antithetic to datos in the previous line). 26 princi- 
pal things for the whole use of (apxy maons xpetas). 27 omits and. 48 And the blood. , 

Vers, 28, 29. — 29 A. V.: be spirits (see Com.). 30 vengeance. 81 Which. 82 sore strokes (lit., make strong 
their scourges). 33 omits And. 34 (i. e., lightning.) 35 were... . Vengeance, 


“ 
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30 Teeth of wild beasts, and scorpions, and vipers,” _ 
And the sword, punishing the godless ? to destruction. 
31 They shall rejoice in his commandment, ae 
And they shall be ready upon the earth, when need is; 
And in their time,‘ they shall not transgress 47s word. - 
32 Therefore from the beginning I was resolved,’ _ 2 
And thought upon these things, and have left them in writing : 
33 The ° works of the Lord are all’ good, 
And he will supply * every needful thing in its ® season ; 
384 And one may not” say, This 7s worse than that ; 
For in time" they shall all be approved.” 
85 And now praise * with the whole heart and mouth, 


And bless the name of the Lord. 


Vers. 80, 81.—1 A. V.: 
(cis xpelas. Of. ets xpetay, ver. 21. 

Vers. 82-35. —5 éorypixénv = was set fast, firm, 
ceding). 8 give (xopnyncet). 9 due (see ver. 16). 
Not in process of time, but at the right time.) 


CHAPTER 


Ver. 1. Occupied with prophecies, as being 
the most important product of the ancient wis- 
dom, 

Ver. 2. Others (Wahl and Bunsen’s Bibel- 
werk) render the second member of the verse, év 
otpopats mapaBoray ovverceActoeTat : And penctrate 
into the depth of (their) proverbs. 

Ver. 4. For he hath tried [experienced] the 
good and the evil among men. This is the 
common rendering; and the meaning is that, 
having great experience, he can travel without 
trouble or danger. But Fritzsche thinks that 
érelpace should be constructed as present, beliey- 
ing that this was the sense of the word in the 
original. The context certainly favors this view. 
The meaning would then be, that he travels about 
and experiences good and evil, 7. e., in order to 
experience these, to-learn what there is in the 
world, whether good or bad. 

Ver. 8. Law of the covenant, vdum d:a0hKns. 
Cf. d1a6qkny Kpiwaros in yerse 33 of the preceding 
chapter. 

Ver. 11. “Edy eupelyy and édy avamatenra: are 
antithetic: If he remain, i. e., alive — if he go 
to rest, 1. e., die. — KataAchver means leave be- 
hind, namely, as a memorial of himself, wherever 
he may have been and his words and activity 
have been known, and may appropriately be said 
of a man while he is yet alive. There is no 
occasion on account of this word, therefore, to 
change the position of the other two verbs, ex- 
changing the one for the other, as is done in the 
A. V. and by some of the earlier commentators. 

Ver. 13. For dypod, Sypod is doubtless to be 
read. Cf. authorities above, and Ps. i. 3; Jer. 
xvii. 8. 

Ver. 17. ZnrnOhoera, shall be sought out, 
and so found out, be clear. Others give the mean- 
ing, shall be asked, inquired for at the proper time, 
as something useful and desired. The last part 


scorpions, serpents (I adopt the marg. reading, Gr., éxevs). 
It might be rendered ‘‘ to be used ”’ “ for use’). 
6 A. V.: All the (as C. 106. 248. 307. Co.). 


12 well approved. 





2 wicked. % uponearth.... 
4 when their time is come, 

7 are (see pre- 
10 So that a man cannot (see vers. 17, 21). 11 (év Kaupd. 
138 therefore praise ye the Lord. 


XXXIX, 


of the verse seems to refer, not to the passage of 
the Red Sea by the Israelites (as some suppose), 
but to the division of the waters described in Gen. 
i.6-10. The final clause would otherwise be diffi- 
cult to understand. The receptacles of waters 
stood, i. e., arose, came into existence. 

Ver. 21. For (eis) their use, i.e., to be used. 
They have some real end, though it be not at 
first apparent. 

Ver. 23. The fate of Sodom and Gomorrah 
is apparently referred to. By turning the waters 
to saltness the sources of fertility were destroyed. 

Ver. 24. “The secret of the Lord is with them 
that fear him.” 

Ver. 27. The same thought is found in Wisd. 
xvi. 24. Cf. also the typical meaning of Ebal 
and Gerizim in the history of the Israelites, Deut. 
xi. 29 ff., and Josh. viii. 30 ff. 

Ver. 28. We understand mveduata here (with 
Luther, Linde, Bretschneider, Dereser, De Wette, 
Gutmann, Wahl, Fritzsche, and Bunsen’s Bibel- 
werk) to mean, not spirits, but winds, as the con- 
text, grammatical usage, and the course of 
thought throughout the present book, would ap- 
pear to demand. The word in the original was 


probably M77. The thought in the verses 
that follow relates almost solely to evil results 
arising from natural causes, which are said to be 
used by the Almighty for punishment. The au- 
thor’s views on angelology are but little developed 
in the present book (cf. xvii. 17; xlv.2; xlviii. 
21) ;— too little, it should seem, to justify such a 
pronounced dogmatical position as this would be, 
if the word before us were to be understood as 
relating to supernatural beings, good or bad. — 
There are winds = certain winds. — Komd(ew 
(1) _to grow tired or weary ; then (2) to abate, to 
lull. It is used by Herodotus (vii. 191) of the 
lulling of the wind, and may have been suggested 
to the Greek translator here by the context. 





CHAPTER XL. 


Great travail is created for every man, 


And a heavy yoke ¢s upon the sons of Adam, 
From the day that they go out of their mother’s womb, 
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Till the day of their burial in! the mother of all things. 
Their imagination of things to come, and the day of death, 
Trouble their thoughts, and cause fear of heart ;? 
From him that sitteth on a throne of glory,® 
Unto him that is humbled in earth and ashes ; 
From him that weareth purple and a crown, 
Unto him that is clothed in coarse linen: * 
Wrath, and envy, and confusion,® and unquietness, 
And ° fear of death, and anger," and strife ; 
And in the time of rest upon Ais bed 
The sleep of night changeth * his knowledge. 
6 A little time, as nothing, is he at ° rest, 
And from that time on he is in dreams : 7° 
As in a day of keeping watch," 
He is troubled by ” the vision of his heart, 
As if he were escaped out of a battle. 
7 At the time of his rescue, he awaketh, 
And marvelleth that his fear was nothing.“ 
8 Such things happen unto all flesh, both man and * beast, 
And sevenfold more unto * sinners : 
9 — Death, and bloodshed, and” strife, and sword, 
Famine, and tribulation, and scourge ; 78 
10 These things are created for the wicked, 
And for their sakes came the flood. 
11 All things that are of the earth shall turn to the earth again ; 
And that which is of the waters doth return into the sea. 
12 All bribery and injustice shall be blotted out ; 
But true dealing” shall endure for ever. 
13. The goods of the unjust shall be dried up like a river, 
And shall die away like the reverberation of loud” thunder in rain. 
14 In the opening of his hand one ” shall rejoice ; 
So shall transgressors come to nought. 
15 The children of the ungodly shall not bring forth many branches 3. 
And * unclean roots are * upon a hard rock. 
16. A bulrush on “ every water and bank * of a river 
Shall be pulled up before all grass. 
17. + Bountifulness 7s as a blessed garden,” ; 
And mercifulness endureth for ever. 


. 


Oo me Cw bw 


Vers. 1,2.—1 A. V.: that they return to (émt ray cis. For the first two words, we find in III. C., émrapys; 167.,. 
émotpodys, 248. Co., Ews emiarpopijs nucpas). —* See Com. 

Vers. 3-7. —% Fritzsche receives évéééov from III. X. 0. H. 28. 55. multisque libris ; 248. Co., Sdéys ; text. rec. (with 
II.) év 56&y. 4 A. V.: with a linen frock. 5 envy, trouble (rapax7. The xaé before it is wanting in X. C. H. 248. 
Co.). 8 omits And. 7 (pajvena, i, €., the cause of anger, like pjvis, a revengeful temper. Cod. 808. has pijvicpa, 
which is but a later form of the former; 248. Co., pivypa, a copy; 55. 155. 254., pyves ; text. rec., pyviopa, another 
form of the first; Old Lat., ira perseverans.) 8 his night sleep, do change (see Com.). ® or nothing ts his, 
10 afterward (am éxeivou) he is in his sleep (ev tnvois. He has no more unbroken sleep, but only naps. I render freely,, 
according to the sense, with Fritzsche and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk). 11 (It means either ‘‘ a time when one is on watch ;”” 
or, “‘ when one in the day-time is on watch.) 12 Troubled in. 13 When all is safe (€v Katp@ owrypias). 14 that 
the fear was nothing (cis ovdéva PdfBov). ; 

Vers. 8-11. —15 Lit., from man to. 16 A. V.: And thatis ....more (pos tava, t. €., besides) upon. 17 omits 
and. 18 Calamities (éraywyat. Fritzsche strikes it out as a gloss, although found in the best authorities. (1) He 
thinks that seven things were meant to be mentioned, and this word should have been inserted, if at all, at the begin- 
ning or end of the list. (2) It is plural, while the other words are singular. (8) The formation of the sentence is 
against it, it having no connective to join it to the other words. It may be added that it is a general word, and ob- 
viously includes the rest), famine, tribulation (cvvrpyypa, perhaps here, rwin, desolation, such as is caused by war), 
and the (I omit the article to harmonize with the other words, all of which are without it in the original) scourge. 
19 for (éri, Fritzsche, wider, against). 

Vers. 12-17. — 2 A. V.: (xat riots). 21 yanish with noise like a great (as BpovTy meyadn ev vero eEnxyjoer. The- 
yerb means to sound forth, but the connection requires here the meaning die away. In Polybius (xxx. 4, 7), in fact,. 
it was used to refer 'to the prayers of the dying). 22 While he openeth Ais hand he (I render as though the same 
person were still referred to. The context, both the preceding and following, seems to require it. The misfortune, or 
the close of life, which makes him open his hand, is a source of joy to those who have been subjects of his injustice. 
For other renderings see Com.) 23 But are as. 24 omits are. 25 The weed (see Com.) growing upon. 26 (plur.) 
27 most fruitful garden (marg., a garden that is blessed. See Com.). 
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18 The life of a contented and a laborious man is sweet ;* 
But 2 he that findeth a treasure 7s above them both. 
19 Children and the building of a city continue a man’s name ; 
But a blameless wife is counted above them both. 
20 Wine and music rejoice the heart ; 
But the love of wisdom 7s above them both. 
Ail Flute and harp ® make sweet melody ; 
But a pleasant tongue ¢s above them both. 
22 Thine eye desireth grace * and beauty ; 
But more than both the young green of the seed.® 
23 A friend and companion meet opportunely ;° 
But above both zs a wife with her husband. 
24 Brethren and help are against time of trouble ; 
But alms deliver more than both.’ 
25 Gold and silver make the foot stand sure; 
But counsel * is esteemed above them both. 
26 Riches and strength lift up the heart ; 
But the fear of the Lord 7s above them both; 
There is no want in the fear of the Lord, 
And with it one needeth ® not to seek help. 
27 + The fear of the Lord 7s a blessed ® garden, 
And it “™ covereth him above all glory. 
28 My son, lead not, a beggar’s life ; 
Better ” ct 7s to die than to beg. 
29 | A man who looketh to another’s table, 
His life is not * to be counted for a life ; 
He™ polluteth himself with forbidden food ; * 
But an intelligent and a well nurtured man * will beware thereof. 
80 Begging is sweet in the mouth of the shameless ; 


But in his heart there burneth " a fire. 


Vers. 18-28. —1A.V.: To labour, and (Fritzsche adopts, with Grotius, a cat before épydrov) to be content with that 


a man hath, is a sweet life. 


(probably for aT, Jindeth pleasure in) favour (xdpuv, here charm, attractiveness, grace). 


(xAdnv o7rdpov). 6 never meet amiss. 
(with IT.), the future)... . them both. 


TY stood in the original.) 
an 
also be rendered, ‘‘ seek help with it”? ; 


8 (BovAn. 


2 (kai, as in the following verses.) 


4 desireth 
5 corn while it is green 


8 The pipe and the psaltery. 


7 shall deliver (Fritzsche adopts pvéror from IIT. X. C. 28. 106. al. ; text. rec. 
Others render by prudence, or sagacity, which were possible, if 


® And it needeth (for év avrm after émugnrjoar, 248. Co. read gyrpoa éav7d. It might 
its help would be given without seeking). 


10 fruitful. 1 omits it (the 


reference might be to the Lord. Fritzsche reads éxdAvwev, in place of the plur. of the same, with III. X. 55. 106. 157. 


‘al. O0.), 
Vers. 28-80. —12 A. V.: For better. 


well nurtured. 17 belly there shall (see Com.) burn. 


13 The life of him that dependeth on another man’s table is not. 
15 other men’s meat (ev édéopacw addorpios, with strange, i. 


14 For he. 


e., to the Jew, and so forbidden ood). 16 a wise man 


CHAPTER XL. 


Ver. 2. It is obvious that either the text of 
this verse is corrupt, or that we have another 
example of false rendering on the part of the 
Greek translator. The second view, first advanced 
by Bretschneider, has been adopted by Bunsen’s 
Bibelwerk and Fritzsche; the latter conjecturing 


that the Hebrew of the second member was ~18 


3) IMB ommdwn, «With their thought 
is fear of heart.” The other clause seems to be but 
an intensification of the first : Their anxious eapec- 
tation, care (érlvoia mpoodoxlas) — huépa TeAcuTIs, 
the day of death. hat especially recommends 
this view is that the parallelism of the verse is 
thereby preserved. De Wette renders: “ Their 
thoughts and the fear of their heart are the eaxpecta- 
tion of the future and the day of death.’ Gut- 
mann: “ Their remembrance of that which stands 





before them and the day of death excite their thoughts 
and the fear of their hearts.” 


Ver. 5. ’AAAow? yaow abtod, changeth his 
knowledge, i. e., brings him strange phantasies, 
so that his mind is too much occupied for him to 
fall asleep. 

Ver. 14. "Ev r@ dvotta: abtdy xeipas. A. V.: 
While he openeth (his) hand, i. e., while the right- 
eous openeth his hand in benefactions, and finds 
therein his happiness, So shall transgressors (who 
are not kind and generous to their fellow men) 
come to nought. Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, believing 
the text to be corrupt, gives quite a different 
turn to the thought of the first clause: “If he 
emigrate, the world rejoices.” De Wette: “So 
long as he opens his hand is he happy.” Others : 
“They are happy as long as they receive pres- 
ents.” Bretschneider: “As the godly, if God 


» 
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opens his hand to bestow greater benefits, is able 
to rejoice.” sd 

Ver. 15. Unclean roots. Wicked, corrupt 
ancestors are meant. ‘They are as little produc- 
tive as plants on a rock. 


Ver. 16. “Axe. The WIN, sedge, dbulrush, is P 
clearly referred to. 
Ver. 18. The text is corrupt. Grotius’ sug- 


gestion to emend by the insertion of «af between 
abrdpkovs and épyarov is accepted by the best 
recent critics. Bretschneider suspected that two 





lines had fallen out. In the A. V. the original 
order of the two words is reversed. 

Ver. 27. Here, as above at verse 17, mapddeivos 
is not a vegetable or flower garden, but is to be 
taken rather in the sense of pleasure grounds, 
ark. 

Ver. 30. The meaning is, that the beggar 
uses sweet, moving words in order to induce per- 
sons to give to him; but his inward spirit is quite 
another one. His pleading voice and attitude 
are turned to angry gesticulations and complaints, 
if his wish is not gratified. 


CHarTer XLI. 


1 O pratu, how bitter is the remembrance of thee to a man that liveth peace- 
fully * in his possessions, 

Unto a man without distraction,? and that hath prosperity in all things, 

And who? is yet strong * to receive food! ® 

O death, pleasant * is thy sentence unto the needy, and unto him whose strength 
faileth, 

That is very old,’ and is distracted about all things ;° 

And to him that despaireth,® and hath lost patience ! 

8 Fear not the sentence of death, 

Remember them that have been before thee, and that come after ; 

This ° is the sentence of the Lord over all flesh. 

And what dost thou refuse in the good pleasure ™ of the Most High ? 

There is no inquisition in the grave, 

Whether thou hast ” lived ten, or an hundred, or a thousand years. 
The children of sinners are abominable children, 

And they ® are conversant in the dwelling of the ungodly. 

The inheritance of sinners’ children shall perish, 

And their posterity shall have a perpetual reproach. 

Children * will complain of an ungodly father, 

Because they will” be reproached for his sake. 

Woe be unto you, ungodly men, 

Who * have forsaken the law of the most high God!” 

And if you be born, you shall be born to a curse ; 

And if you die, a curse shall be your portion. 

All that is of earth shall return to earth :* 

So the ungodly shall go from a curse to destruction. 

The mourning of men 7s about their bodies ; 7° 

But the ~ ill name of sinners shall be blotted out. 

Have regard to thy name, 

For that shall continue with thee above a thousand great treasures of gold: 

A good life hath but few days ; 

But # a good name endureth for ever. 
My children, keep discipline ” in peace ; 

But “ wisdom that is hid, and a treasure that ¢s not seen, 

What profit 7s in them both? 


Vers: 1-4. —1A. V.: liveth at rest (eipyvevorre). 2 the (no art. as in preceding) man that hath nothing to vex 


him (see Com.). % Yea, unto him that. 4 able (ioxvovtt). 5 meat. 6 acceptable («aAdv). 7 now in the 
last age (éoxaTéynp). 8 yexed with all things (see ver.1). 9 (See Com.) 1 For (so H. 248. Co.) this. u why 
art thou against (r( amavairy év) the pleasure. 1? have. 

Vers. 5-138. — 13 A. V.: they that (see Com.). 14 The children. 1 shall. 16 Which. 17 (An addition from 


248. Co. appears here in the A. V.: For if you increase it shall be to your destruction.) 18 greofthe.... turn 
(amedeVoetat).... again. 19 (See Com.) 20 an (the antithesis is more strongly marked by the def. article). 
21 But (kat). 

Ver. 14.—%2 Tlodefav. The context might be thought to require here “ instruction.” 
For (8é, omitted by H. 248. Co.). 


See Com. 3 AVL: 


384 


THE APOCRYPHA. 


ce Raa 


15 


A man that hideth his foolishness ¢s better 


Than aman that hideth his wisdom. 


16 


Therefore be ashamed over what I mention,* 


For it is not good to be ashamed for everything ; ” 
Neither is everything with truth approved by all.? 


Be ashamed of whoredom before father and mother ; 


And of a lie before a prince and a mighty man ; 


18 


Of an offense before a judge and ruler ; 


And of transgression * before a congregation and people ; 
Of unjust dealing before thy partner and friend ; 


19 


And of theft before the people ® where thou sojournest ; 


And in regard to ® the truth of God and Azs covenant ; 
And to lean with thine elbow upon the food ;"_ s, 
Of being treated contemptuously respecting giving and receiving ; . 


20 
To ® look upon a harlot ; 
21 


And of silence before them that salute thee ; 


And to turn away thy face from thy kinsman ; 


To” take away a portion and” a gift ; 


And” to gaze upon a married woman ; 
To be overbusy with one’s * 


18 


4 maid, 


And stand not near ® her bed; 
Of ?* upbraiding speeches before friends ; 
And after thou hast given, upbraid not ; 


23 
24 


Of repeating that which thou hast heard ;™ 
And of revealing of secrets : 
And so? shalt thou be truly shamefaced,” 


And find favor with every man.” 


Ver. 16.—1 A. V.: 


thing (révra raow ev miorer evdoximettac). 


Vers. 18-24. —4 A. V.: Of iniquity (dvouias, transgression of the law). 
place — rérov — is mentioned for those who occupy it, as frequently now). 


248. Co.) in regard of (see Com.). 7 meat. 
give and take (Ajyews Kat Socews). 


omitted by III. C. 254.). 


13 another man’s wife (yuvarkds bravdpov). 


shamefast according to my word (the context shows that he refers in émt 7d pyjuari pov to what 
follows). 2 retain all shamefastness (lit., ‘‘ to preserve every (kind of) shame’). 


8 it altogether approved in every 


5 in regard of the place (by meton., the 
6 And (Fritzsche strikes out cai, with H. 


8 And (III. C. 55. 106. al. have xa/) of scorning (cxopax.icpod) to 
9 And to (so III. C. 106. 155. 157. 296. 307.). 


10 Or to. U1 or. 12 Or (Kat is 
14 Or to be over busy (the A. V. took the 


preposition in zeprepyeias in an intensive sense. It might, perhaps, be better used as meaning around, about) with his 


(ceavrod. So Fritzsche, from conjecture ; tect. rec., avrod ; 55. 157. 253. 296. 308., avrijs). 


16 Or of. 


15 come (émeg7js) not near. 


17 Or (248. Co. have xa) of iterating and speaking again that which thou hast heard (ad Sevrepwooews Kat 


Xéyou axons. The construction is peculiar. Perhaps xaé is for rod. Fritzsche, however, claims that the former is 


In that case the sentence means: “ Of repeating and [even] of repeating reports ”*). 


18 So. 19 shame- 


Cuarrer XLI. 


genuine, 
fast 20 before all men. 
Ver.1. ’Arepiomdor@. To this word, at 1 Cor. 


vii. 85, is given the meaning without distraction. 
Cf. Wisd. xvi. 11. —Is yet strong to receive 
food. He is still in a condition to enjoy all the 
good things of this life, as the sickly man is not. 

Ver. 2. ’Arei@odyri. Fritzsche, differing from 
most commentators, gives to this word here the 
meaning of refractory, stubborn, intractable, which 
certainly is etymologically correct, and is not out 
of harmony with the context. 

Ver. 4. The pleasure, determination of God 
respecting the time of his death is meant. — 
*EAcymos (was. Lit., refuting, reproving of life. 
The idea seems to be that there will be no blame 
attached to a person with respect to the length of 
time he has lived, whether it be long or short. 

Ver. 5. The second member of the verse gives 
the reason for what is said in the first. Gutmann 
renders as the A. V. 

Ver, 11. About their bodies, namely, the 
death of the same. Others (Bunsen’s Bibelwerk) 
render: “for their relatives.’ Bretschneider, 





Gaab, and De Wette: “ The suffering of men ts in 
their bodies, i.e., is external, not deep. 


Ver. 12. A good name is a more certain treas- 
ure than gold and silver. Cf. Prov. xxii. 1; Ee. 
vii. 1. 

Ver. 13. (But) few days. Lit., a (definite) 
number of days. 

Ver. 14. Keep [observe, act upon] discipline 
(madelay). Probably, here, instruction, indoctrina- 


tion in the principles of true wisdom, is meant. — 
In peace. Ina calm, undisturbed course of life. 
The last half of this verse and the whole of the 
15th is put in brackets by Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, as 
a later addition. Luther also omits them. Still, 
they do not seem out of place, and are retained 
by Fritzsche on the ground that they bear the 
character of a current proverb); and the first part, 
at least, is in good harmony with the context. 

Ver. 16. The last part of the verse is used 
illustratively. It is not fitting to be ashamed 
under all circumstances, just as it is not fitting to 
approve of everything. 
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Ver. 17. And what of God? A different spirit 
ruled in the 5lst Psalm: “ Against thee, thee 
only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy 
sight,” ete. Cf. also the conduct of Joseph: 
Gen. xxxix. 7 ff. 

Ver. 19. With what triviality and apparent 
bluntness of couscience this author associates 
moral offenses of the most heinous character with 
mere transgressions of the rules of social eti- 
quette, as though they were of the same impor- 





tance!— And in regard to the truth of God. 
This may be a later addition ; or at this point the 
author happens to think that stealing is also a 
moral offense and expressly forbidden. Grotius 
and some others (Fritzsche) would read A7é@qs, 
“forgetfulness,” for aAnbelas. 

Ver. 21. Take away a portion and a gift. 
This relates to what has just been said, — the 
treatment of relatives. — Gaze upon. Karavo- 
hoews is used in a bad sense, of gazing lustfully. 


Cyapter XLII. 


_ 


Or these things be not thou ashamed, 


And accept not the? person to sin thereby : 


oa - WO WwW 


Of the law of the Most High, and his covenant, 
And of a verdict that justifieth ? the ungodly ; 

Of conversation with a partner and with travelers,® 
And of giving over ‘ the heritage of friends ; 

Of exactness of balance and weights, 

And ® of getting much or little ; 

Of gains in barter and commerce,® 


And? of much correction of children, 
And to make the side of an evil servant to bleed. 


a 


A seal is ° good, where an evil wife is, 


And locking up,® where many hands are. 
7 Let what thou deliverest up be by ” number and weight, 
And put all in writing that thou givest out, or receivest in. 


Be not ashamed to correct # the unwise and foolish, 


And the extremely ” aged that contendeth with the young: ¥ 
And so § shalt thou be truly instructed,” 


And approved of every one living. 


16 


9 The father is wakeful ” for a}* daughter when no man knoweth, 
And the care of her taketh away sleep : 
When she is young, lest she pass away the flower of her age; 
And being married, lest she should be hated ; 


10 


In her virginity, lest she should be defiled, 


And gotten with child in her father’s house ; 
Living with a” husband, lest she should be untrue,” 
And being * married, lest she should be barren. 


11 


Keep a sure watch over a headstrong ” daughter, 


Lest she make thee a laughing-stock to thine enemies, 
A™* byword in the city, and a reproach among the people, 
And make thee ashamed among a great * multitude. 


12 


Look not at any one in fine clothes,” 


And sit not in the midst of women; 


13 


For from garments cometh the * moth, 


And from woman, woman’s wickedness.” 


Vers. 1-4.—1A. V.: no. 
plur.; marg., 
Vers. 5-8. —6 A. V.: 


2 judgment to justify (see Com.). 
Of thy partners’ speech. See Com.) and travellers. 
And of merchants? indifferent selling (Fritzsche retains the reading a6cadpov, though ITT. X. 


3 reckoning with thy partners (X. C. H. Old Lat., 
4 Or of the gift of (see Com.). 5 Or. 


. 155. 157. 807. Co. have Siapépov. The «ai before éurdpwv is omitted by III. X. 0. 28. 106. 155. al. Co. Cf. Com.). 


7 omits And. 8 Sure keeping ts. 9 shut up. 


11 inform (marg., rebuke. Gr., ma.éeias, in the sense of set right, correct). 
Codd. 253. 807. read rept opvetas for mpos véovs. See Com.). 


(marg., that is accused of, “fornication, 


15 learned (werradevuévos, in the sense of instructed, well nurtured). 
, 19 And having a(pera avipds odoa. Codd. X. 55. 248. 253. 296. prefix Kal). 


Vers. 9-11. —17 A. V.: waketh. 18 the. 
20 misbehave herself (wapaff, turn aside to another man). 
2B And a. 


10 Deliver all things in (248. Co. omit 6 before rapadidqs). 
13 those that are young 
14 Thus (Kai). 


2 extreme. 
38 all men living. 


21 when she is (see ver. 5). 22 shameless (cf. xxvi. 10). 


24 pefore the (év Are. moAA@v. Cod. 106. omits the first two words). 
Vers. 12-14. —25 A. V.: Behold not (uh éuBAeme) every body’s beauty (€v céAAet. See Com.). 


6 a. 27 from 
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14 


Better is a man’s churlishness than a woman’s coquetry ; * 


Even a woman who?” bringeth shame and reproach.’ 


I will now make mention of * the works of the Lord, 


And speak fully of what ° I have seen ; 
Through ® the words of the Lord, arose ™ his works. 


16 


The sun that giveth light looketh down ® upon all things, 


And the work thereof és full of the glory of the Lord. 


17 
lous works, 


The Lord hath not given power ® to the saints to set forth fully * all his marvel- 


Which the Almighty Lord established,” 
That whatsoever is might be established in his glory. 


18 


He searcheth % out the deep, and the heart, 


And considereth their subtile plans ; 


For the Highest * knoweth all that is known,” 
And he looketh into the signs of the times.” 


19 


He announceth * the things that are past, and to ® come, 


And revealeth the steps of hidden things. 


20 No thought escapeth him, 


And not one * word is hidden from him. 


21 


He garnished the great ” works of his wisdom, 


And he is * from everlasting to everlasting ; 
He hath neither increased nor grown less,” 


And he hath no need of any counsellor. 


22. Oh how desirable are all his works! 

And as flowers to look upon.” 

23 
And they are all obedient. 


24 


All these things live and remain for ever for all uses, 


All things are in pairs, one over against * another ; 


And he made nothing that passeth away.” 


25 


One thing establisheth the good of another ; 


And who can be sated * with beholding his glory ? 


women wickedness (Ald. omits yuvatxos at the end). 


1 is the churlishness (marg., wickedness. 


Qr., rovypia, but 


clearly to be taken in a sense which shall make it antithetic to the following dya@orods).... than a courteous 


woman (see Com.). 2 A woman, I say, which. 
Vers. 15-17. —4 A. V.: remember. 


settled (same word as in following line). 
Vers. 18-19. —13 A. V.: seeketh. 


12 for (év). 


X. (cvvidyow) C. 55. 155. 254. 296. 807., cvveiSnow). 
Com.). 8 declareth. 1 forto. 2 Neither any. 
Vers. 21-25.— 21 A. V.: He hath (aor.). 


14 crafty devices (mavovpynpacw, fine, nice, subtile plans). 
the Highest. Fritzsche receives tuoros from HI. X. ©. 106. 155. al. ; text. rec., xdptos). 


excellent (weyaAeta). 


8 Lit., unto reproach. 
5 declare the things that. 
by xard.. But Fritzsche would join xara ray with the preceding dwri¢wr). 
put into; (2) to produce, create, in; (8) to produce, cause, which seems to be its use here). 


6 In. 7 are. 8 Jooketh (éréBAeWe, followed 
® given power (éveroince: (1) to make in, 


10 declare. 11 firmly 


1% the Lord (marg., 
16 may be known (eldyauv ; 


47 beholdeth (évéBAeWev) the signs of the world (ai@vos. See 


*3 (The A. V. adopted the reading 8s éoré, with 


IIH, C. 55. 106. 155. 157. 248. 254. 296. 807. Co. Old Lat. ; X. 28. 258., ds; text. rec., ws, which is adopted by Fritzsche. 


See Com.) 


%4 Unto him may nothing be added, neither can he be diminished. 


2> that a man May see eyen to a 


spark (text rec., as omwOypos ; H., as omvOjpas; X. C. 55. 248. 296. Co., gws amw@ypos. I adopt Fritzsche’s emendation 


and read ws av@n. See Com.). 26 things are double... 


29 shall be filled. 


- one against. 


27 hath made. *8 unperfect (see Com.). 


CuarrerR XLII. 


Ver. 2. Verdict that justifieth the ungodly, 
Kpluatos dixaidoa Toy aoeBH. ‘That is, when the 
ungodly has the right of a matter. Luther, 
whom Bunsen’s Bibelwerk follows, renders the 
last word by godly, i.e., reads evoeBH. Fritzsche 


suggests that YW may have stood in the orig- 


inal, and been meant in the sense of one not an 
Israelite, &dvouos. 

Ver. 3.  Tep) Adyou kowwvod kal ddourdpwv. 
The sense is not very clear, and commentators 
differ greatly in their renderings. The meaning 
reckoning, which is given to Adyos in the A. V., 
however, can hardly be justified. It would seem 
to mean here, as usual, word, speech, conversation, 


and the whole member may be translated, “ Of 
conversation with a partner and (fellow) travelers ; 
or, perhaps, Of conversation about a partner and trav- 
elers. — Kal rep) décews kAnpovoulas éralpwr. The 
A. V. appears to give the right sense: “Of the 
gift [giving over] of the heritage of {i. e., that be- 
longs to] friends. ‘Etalpwy might well have the 
more specific meaning here of fellow-heir, Or 
kAnpovoula might be taken in a more general 
sense of possession, property, mm (cies was 
8; Prov. xx. 21) ; and the phrase would then read, 
Of the pecuniary assistance of friends. 


Ver. 5, TMepl adiapdpov mpdoews kal gumdpor, 
Lit., Of the want of difference of selling and of mer- 


ECCLESIASTICUS. 






chants. Wahl would drop xaé, and render, ‘ Of 
equable selling by merchants.” Retaining the pres- 
ent text, however, unimpaired, and taking 4@ in 
&diapdpov for & intensive (cf. vii. 18; xxvii.) and 
éumdpwy in the sense of commerce (TTD), the ab- 
stract for the concrete, we could render: Of 
gains in barter and commerce, i. e., whether in a 
retail or a wholesale business. 

Ver. 6. A seal, copayis. 
and the Dragon, verse 11. 

Ver. 8. Here the previous construction is 
taken up again, which was changed in verses 6 
and 7, and Be not ashamed is to be supplied at 
the beginning, as is done in the A. V.— That 
contendeth with the young. Others (Bret- 
schneider, Wahl, De Wette, Bunsen’s Bibelwerk) 
render: who are to be reckoned [still] among the 
young, i.e., because they have still their baser 
passions and weaknesses. But cf. Fritzsche’s 
Com., ad loc., who maintains that we might have 
expected a different Greek text if this idea had 
been found in the original. 

_ Ver. 9. Pass away the flower of her age. 
Lit., lose her bloom (wapaxuaon), namely, before she 
has.made a suitable match. 

Ver.12. "Ev «dAAec. Most suppose that physi- 
cal beauty is referred to. But the context is de. 
cidedly against it. Cf. verse 13. The meaning 
is, Do not honor a person simply on account of 
his clothes. Cf. Jas. ii. 2, 3. 

Ver. 14. By an ayaforoids yur? is doubtless meant 
a woman who does well for the sake of show, one 
that would mislead ; and I have therefore translated 


See Com. at Bel 
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by “coquetry.” 
good, acting rightly (1 Pet. ii. 15). It was also 
used by astrologers in speaking of favorable con- 
stellations. In the sense employed in the present 
passage it is only found in the later writers. 


Ver. 15. Through the words [commands] of 
the Lord (arose) his works. Cf. Gen.i. 3 ff.; 
Ps. xxxiii. 9; Eeclus. xliii. 5, 10. 

Ver. 18. Looketh into the signs of the times 
(cis onuetov aidvos). Xnuetoy is to be taken in a 
collective sense, and is properly rendered in the 
A. V. by the plural. Aiévos here, however, seems 
to have the meaning of course of time, the future. 
It is but another way of saying that he knows 
what is coming. 

Ver. 21. The A. V. (as Bretschneider, De 
Wette, and Bunsen’s Bitelwerk) properly makes 
God the subject throughout. Fritzsche, on the 
other hand, would make the works of God the 
subject of the second and third clauses. Such 
a change of subject would be unnatural, and is 


The adjective means practicing 


not at all required by the context. See ect. 
Notes. 
Ver. 22. mivOhp corresponds to the Hebrew 


Viwp (Is. i. 31; ef. Ezek. i. 7), and the trans- 
lator probably read it instead of MS) (cf. Gen. 


xl. 10), plural of 77122 flower. 

Ver. 24. ’Exadctrov, to die, of the text. rec., I 
read for éAAetroy (55. 106. 157. al. Co.; X. 238., 
évaetrov, ZAAtwov, LII.), to be left behind, to be im- 
perfect, incomplete. 





Cuartrr XLII. 


Tue pride of the height, the clear firmament 3 


The arch ! of heaven, .a glorious sight !” 


m= wo ww 


The sun when ‘¢ appeareth proclaimeth him ;* 

At its rising a marvellous creation, a 4 work of the Most High! 
At its noon ® it dryeth up the land,° 

And who can abide the heat” thereof ? 

One bloweth a furnace in ® works of heat — 


The ® sun burneth the mountains three times more ; 
It breatheth out * fiery vapors, 
And sending forth its * beams, it dazzleth ” the eyes. 


Great zs the Lord who * made it ; 


And at his commandment it speedeth its course. 


And the moon, 


As an indication of 1¢ times, and a sign for 
From the moon 7s the sign of feasts, 


7 


amidst all, appeareth * in her season 


1 the world.® 


A light that waneth from the full.” 


Vers. 1-5.—1 A. V.: beauty (ef8os ; lit., form). 
at his rising 
(avrod is found after peonuBpia). 

Cf. vers. 21, 22). 8 A man blowing 


2 pis glorious shew (spdpart S6Eys. I render freely). 
(the last three words are better joined to what follows). 
6 parcheth the country (avagypaiver xépav). 
(dueav ; dvddcoor, II. C. Old Lat., 


8 declaring 
4 instrument (see Com.), the. 5 At noon 
7 burning heat (simply Kavparos. 
and X. by the first hand. These are weighty 


authorities ; but it is not natural to suppose that if this had been the original reading it would have been changed to 


guoov, while the reverse might easily have been true. In 
Ofen erhitzet glithende Arbeiten *’) a furnace is in. 
éxgucav from IIT. X. C. 106. 157. al. Co. 


14 runneth hastily (karéomevore wopelay. 


9 But the. 
; teat. rec., 2upvcov. See Com.). 
For the former, 23. 


Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, céywov is made the subject: “ Der 
10 breathing out (Fritzsche adopts the reading 
1 bright. 12 dimmeth. 13 that. 
157. 248. Co. read karéravce). 


Vers. 6, 7.—1 A. V.: He made the moon also to serve (it followed 248. Co.: kal cedjyny éroinoev cis oTaow eis. 


Grabe also suggested that for ev racw 
same. 
waxing and waning 
17 of. 18 (See Com.) 


I have rendered on the supposition that by év rao the peculiar circumstances of the 
amidst clouds and winds, and the other heavenly bodies are referred to). 
19 decreaseth in her perfection (see Com.). 


of the text. rec. there should be read év ordoev, and for avdédecéw the nom. of the 


moon as moving about, 
16 For a declaration of. 
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ea Panee rene oe hs eee aR OY ee ee, 
8 The month is called after her name, 
She waxeth wonderfully in changing ; * 
A signal for the armies on high,” 
Shining in the firmament of heaven. 
9 The beauty of heaven is* the glory of the stars, 
An ornament giving light in the heights * of the Lord. ; 
10 At the commandment of the Holy One they stand as determined,” 
And faint not ° in their watches. / 
11 Look upon the rainbow,” and praise him that made it; 
Very beautiful 2¢ 7s in the brightness thereof. 
12 It compasseth the heaven about with a glorious circle — 
The * hands of the Most High stretched it out.? 
13 By his commandment the snow maketh haste,” 
And the lightnings of his judgment go swiftly. 
14 Through this” the treasure chambers * are opened, 
And clouds fly forth like birds.“ : 
15 By his great power he maketh the clouds strong,” 
And the hailstones are broken small.’® 
16 The voice of his thunder maketh the earth tremble,” 
And * at his appearing ® the mountains are shaken. 
17. ~=At” his will the south wind bloweth, 
And the storm from the north,” and the whirlwind. 
As birds flying down ™ he scattereth the snow, 
And the falling down thereof 7s as the lighting of grasshoppers ; 
18 The eye marvelleth at the beauty of its whiteness,* 
And the heart is astonished at its moisture.™ 
19 The hoar frost also as salt he poureth on the earth, 
And being congealed, it becometh sharp points.” 
20 The * cold north wind bloweth, 
And the water is congealed into ice ; 
It abideth upon every collection * of water, 
And the water putteth on as it were * a breast-plate. 
21 It consumeth mountains,” and burneth pastures,* 
And destroyeth ® the grass as fire. ° 
22 <A speedy restoration for all 7s a mist: * 
A dew coming refresheth from the heat. 
23 According to his plan he brought to a rest the deep,® 
And planted islands therein. 


Ver. 8.—1 A. V.: increasing .... her changing. 2 Being an instrument of the armies above (see Com.). The word 
éxAdurwv, in the following line, would seem to support our rendering. Linde renders oxevos by Lagerzelt, camp 


tent ; Gaab by crown, Heb., 02, which, as he thinks, might have such a figurative meaning. Of. the verb bby 
. “! Ck a 


This view has much to recommend it, supposing that the translator overlooked for some reason the final b. 

Vers. 9-15. —3 A. V.: omits is. 4 highest places. 5 will stand in their order (kara Kpiua). 6 never faint. 
7 rainbow (one of the meanings of rééov is “‘ rainbow ”’). 8 And the. ® have bended (éravucar) it. 10 he 
maketh the snow to fall apace (see Comm.). 11 sendeth swiftly .... of his judgment. 12 (did TodTo, i. €., TO Kpima. . 
Others, ‘‘ Therefore.’’) 15 treasures (the depositories of rain, hail, snow, etc., are meant). 14 as fowls (see ver. 17). 
1 firm (ioxuce vepédas, makes the clouds strong, namely, to do the work required of them. Bunsen’s Bibelwerk renders 
by makes thick, Cf, Com.). 16 See Com. 

Vers. 16-19. —17 A. V.: The first member of ver. 16, as it appears in our text, is the first of ver. 17 in the A. V., 
which follows the text. rec. Fritzsche, with Bretschneider, adopts the former order from 238. 106. 157. 248. 253. Go. : 
“ The yoice of the thunder maketh the earth to tremble.’? For Since, C. 23. 106. 157. 807. 308. Ald. read aveidicer, 
18 omits And. 19 sight. 20 And at (this disarrangement of the connectives was caused by the interchange of the 
members of vers. 16 and 17, as above noted). 21 So doth the northern storm. 22 omits down (xa@imrdpeva). 
23 the whiteness thereof. 4 the raining of it (see Com.). 26 lieth on the top of sharp stakes (marg., it is as the point 
of sharp stakes. It might be points of thorns, i. e., as thorns. Of. Com.). 

Vers, 20-28.— 26 A.V.: When the. 27 (Lit., “‘ ice is congealed from water.”?) 28 gathering together (cuvaywynr). 


29 clotheth the water as with (rd éwp, more prop. the subject). 80 Tt devoureth the mountains (see Com.). 8! the 
wilderness (see Com.). 82 consumeth (lit., guenches, but used in the sense of destroys utterly). 38 present remedy 
of .... mist coming speedily. 84 coming after heat (xavawvos, i. e., the east wind) refresheth. 85 By his counsel 


(Aoy:ov@) he appeaseth (ékdracev) the deep (éBvoccov. Codd. 55. 155., with Co., have the nom.). 6 planteth (ébirev- 
cev) islands therein (év avr#. After these words 55. 254. Old Lat. read 6 xvptos before vygous ; III. 0. read the last two 
words thus: avryvingovs, and II. X., avrqvis = abryy Ingots! Codd. 106. 155. 157. 808. Old Lat. from God. 8. Germ. 
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24 They that sail the’ sea tell of the danger thereof, 
“And we marvel at what we hear with our ears ; 2 - 
25 And there are the * strange and wondrous works, 
Variety of every kind of living things ; a creation of whales.‘ 
26 ~—-By him it hath a successful issue,° 
And by his word all things consist. 
27 We may speak much, and reach Aim not ; ° 
And to sum up,’ he is all.® 
28 How shall we be able to glorify ° him ? 
For he ¢s great above all his works. 
29 The Lord %s terrible and very great, 
And marvellous ¢s his power. 
30 In glorifying ® the Lord exalt im as much as you can; 
For even yet higher will he be ;” 
And in exalting * him, put forth all your strength, 
Tire not; for you cannot reach him.” 
81 Who hath seen him, and can relate it ? * 
And who can magnify him as he is ? 
32 Many hidden things are greater * than these ; 
For we have seen but a few of his works. 
83 For the Lord made“ all things ; 


And to the godly he gave ” wisdom. 


15, adrhy Kipuos. 


The true reading is doubtless that first given, and the alternative one of the leading uncials was 


due to a failure in transcription, which once started was not easily corrected). 


Vers. 24-26. —1A. Y.: on the. 
beasts and whales created. 


10 When you glorify. 11 yet will he far exceed. 


2 when we heari¢... 
5 the end of them hail prosperous success (see Com.). 
Vers. 27-30. —® A. V.: yet come short (ov pH ebixwpeba). 
words,” i. e., “All in one word,” or, “‘ In fine, to sum up”). 
12 when you exalt. 


. we marvel thereat. 8 For therein be. £ all hinds of 
7 Wherefore in sum (cuvréActa Adywv, Lit., ‘‘ The end of 
8 (Lit., ‘‘ the all is he.’’) 9 magnify (see ver. 30). 


18 And be not weary (the sense seems to 


be, that they were not to cease as though they had already done enough. They were to praise wntiringly) for you can 


never go far enough. 
Vers. 31-33. —14 A. V.: that he might tell us. 
17 hath he given (we; déSwxev, IIT. 155. 296. 3807. 308.). 


15 There are yet hid greater things than these be. 


16 hath made. 


Cuapter XLIII. 


Ver. 1. Fritzsche would place no comma after 
tous, but make it with the preceding word the 
subject of “is” understood. “The pride of the 
light is the clear firmament.” According to the 
usual construction, the verse is made dependent 
on the preceding his glory, namely, The pride of the 
height, etc. 

Ver. 2. The construction of this verse depends 
upon that of the preceding. If construed accord- 
ing to Fritzsche’s suggestion, which has much to 
recommend it, a comma must be placed after 
diayyéAdwv. The sun, when it appeareth, proclaim- 
eth, i. e., Him, God. — At its rising a marvel- 
lous creation, a work of the Most High. — The 
word rendered instrument in the A. V., cxetos (cf. 


verse 8), is evidently the translation of 52, 


anything prepared, made ; hence here, as best suit- 
ing the context, work, creation. 

Ver. 4. Kduwov pucay ev epyos katpuaros. Lit., 
A furnace, one bloweth it in works of [requiring] 
heat. The meaning is, Consider the furnace 
whose heat is intensified by the bellows of him 
that works metals by means of fire. —It breatheth 
out (expuoay ; or kindles, éupvodv) fiery vapors, 
i.e., whichever word is adopted, the meaning 1s, 
lights up the vapors, makes them fiery in appear- 
ance. ‘The former reading, as will be observed, 
is better supported. a As 

Ver. 6. The Jewish year was, and still is, 
based on the phases of the moon; so also their 





calendar of festivals. — Snuetov aidvos (zy). 
Fritzsche, with Gaab and others, would translate 
by sign of the future. Cf. xlii, 18. Bunsen’s 
Bibelwerk and others, as the A. V. The Hebrew 
word given above, of which aiéy is made the 
usual representative in the LXX., is not wholl 
synonymous withit. The former meant primarily 
an unlimited time, past or future, and only sec- 
ondarily a definite (future) time, whose limits 
must be ascertained from the context; the latter 
denotes either a definite space of time, or the 
(infinite) course of time, in general both future 
and past, according to the context. Cf. Cremer’s 
LeX., 8. Vs 

Ver. 7. Eml cuvredctas. The common rendering 
is, until it disappears. So Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, 
“bis zum Verschwinden ;”’ and Bretschneider, “ us- 
que non amplius appareat.” But literally it is, 
upon completion, i. e., obviously, after it has become 


Sull. 


Ver. 8. The word for month in Hebrew is T12), 


which comes from [1)%, moon. —2xedos mapeu- 


Boaey év tye. The translation of the A. V. is 
scarcely intelligible. On credos, cf. verse 2, above. 
It must be allowed here some latitude of meaning. 
Fritzsche, with Grotius, employs it in the para- 
phrastic sense of signal flame, by means of which 
armies were guided. ‘he starry hosts of heaven 
would be thus represented as taking the changes of 
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the moon as their signal, and to govern their move-| but it is questionable whether this is the gerne 
ments by them. The idea harmonizes well with | since frost (wdxvn), hoar-frost, rime, is the ee 
the context, as well as with the limited knowledge | spoken of. The word cxédop means anything 
of astronomy at that ae = He pointed ; and the plural of 7JW or ND, a thorn, 
Ver. 9. A period should be placed at the close So eeod ial the orem 
of verse 8. A new subject, the stars, is taken up "ie Bt. There is a change of subject. The 
marge) Shomanen eres: es a cold north-wind, with its fearful effects, suggested 
Wet cuppa Kids Heid oe ee cee rat the still more terrible effects of the east-wind. 
mas xpivaros abrod. This difficult passage pro | nat this is meant seems clear from the following 


ably arose from a mistake of the Greek translator. au ss 2 
The “ Almighty” could hardly be made the sub- verse. — Wilderness (A. V.) (pnuov), more prop- 


ject of the first verb, as in the A. V., on account erly here Pane (M3 VE)> downs (Ps. lxv. 13 ; 
of the limiting words, at his command. Bret-| Jer. ix. 10, xxiii, 10), which dry up readily in the 
schneider would make katéorevoe intransitive, | heat. ? 4 

change xidva to xetua, and regard the latter as| Ver, 25. Creation of whales, xricis KnTov 
subject of raxtver: “tempestas accelerat et eadem| (krhois ernvav, III. X. C., and the latter also 254. 
crebra emittit fulgura penarum Det.” But a sim-|307.). The latter word is derived from xa, and 
pler and more natural explanation would seem to|in composition had the meaning of abyss, deep, 
be, with Fritzsche, to suppose that the translator | which meaning would give here a more natural 


falsely gave to the verbs N11) and YS a transitive |sense. } 2D, which might mean any sea-monster, 


force. probably stood in the original, however. (Cf. 
Ver. 15. The idea is, seemingly, that the hail|Is. xliii. 20; Jer. xiv. 6; Lam. iv. 3; Ezek. 
coming down from heaven in masses is made| xxix. 3.) ; 
small by the mighty clouds which the Almighty| Ver. 26. E’od/a téAos abrov. The sea voyage 
has prepared for that end. The employment of | seems still to be under consideration. It is suc- 
icxtew in a transitive sense, here, stands perhaps | cessful with respect to the object sought in such a 
alone. voyage. Or, on account of what follows, it might 
Ver. 17. The point of comparison in the first | be thought that adrod refers to the world in gen- 
clause is in the multitude of flakes; in the sec- | eral, abont which the author has been discoursing, 
ond, in the gradual manner in which they settle |and that he would now say: “ By Him its end is 
upon and cover the earth. successful,” 7. e., it accomplishes the purpose for 
Ver: 18. Em) rod derod adrijs, at its moisture, which it was made. Fritzsche renders: “ Through 
i. e., the amount of moisture which it contains | Him cometh prosperity for all.” 
while looking so white and soft. The word for} Ver. 33. Cf. Job xxvi. 14: “Lo, these are 
rain (serod) is used probably on account of its|parts of his ways; but how little a portion is 
being the most significant term for moisture. heard of Him? but the thunder of his power who 
Ver. 19. SxoAdmwy &kpa, sharp points. Most|can understand ?” 
critics make this refer to icicles (Gaab, Wahl) ; 











CHAPTER XLIY. 


dia Let us now praise famous men, 
And our fathers by descent.t 
2 The Lord wrought great glory,? 
Showed his greatness ® from the beginning. 
38 There were those who bore * rule in their kingdoms, 
And ® men renowned for their power ; 
Who gave counsel in their discernment,® 
And uttered” prophecies ; ‘ 
4 Leaders of the people in counsels and in discernment,® 
Teachers of the people, wise in words in their instruction.? 
5 There were those that found out musical harmonies,! 
And set forth poetic compositions ” in writing ; 
6 Rich men furnished with ability,” 
Living peacefully “ in their habitations : 

Vers. 1-4.—1A. V.: that begat us (rH yevéoer, 7. e., fathers of the Jewish race). 2 hath wrought (é«r.cev) great 
glory (moAAny Sdééav) by them (H. 55. 248. Co. add év avrtots). 8 Through (there is no verb, but by zeugma this force 
may be given to the preceding one. In 55. 106. 155. 157. 248. 258. 296. Co. and X., by a corrector, instead of peyadw- 
ovrnv, the dat, is read, as in A. V.) his great power. 4 Such as did bear. 5 omits And. 6 Giving counsel 
(BovAevrai, Fritzsche, with 296. 808. ; BovAcvovres, 55. 106. 155. 157. 248. 254. Co.; text. rec., BovAetcovrar) by their 
understanding (€v ovvéoet avTav), 7 declaring. 8 by their counsels, And by their knowledge (I join kal ovvécer to 
what goes before) of learning (ypayparets. This is Fritzsche’s emendation ; text. rec., ypauparetas) meet for the people 
(Aaod. The common text is doubtless the result of a mistranslation, and I follow Fritzsche and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk in 


the rendering given). ® Wise and eloquent in their instructions (copot Adyou év raseiq atv. The second word 
should probably have been written as accusative. So 808.; III., év Adyous), 


Vers. 5, 6.—10 A. V.: Such as, 11 tunes. 12 recited (Supyovmevor, but here in the sense of made known, set forth) 
verses (marg., ditties.) | 13 (See Com.) 14 peaceably. ~ 
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7 All these were honored in their generations, 
And were the glory of their times.? 
Uy Some of them ieft ? a name behind them, 
So that their praises are much rehearsed.? 
9 And some* have no memorial, 
And perished,’ as though they had never been, 
And became® as though they had never been born ; 
And so’ their children after them. 
10 But these were merciful * men, 
Whose righteous deeds were not ® forgotten. 
11 With their seed shall remain prosperity,” 
An inheritance shall be to their descendants.4 
12 Their seed standeth fast in the covenants, 
And their children for their sakes. 
13 Their seed shall remain for ever, 
And their glory shall not be blotted out. 
14 Their bodies were ” buried in peace, 
: And ® their name liveth for generations.“ 
15 The people will tell of their wisdom, 
And the congregation will show forth their” praise. 
16 Enoch pleased well ?* the Lord, and was translated, 
An“ example of repentance to the generations.” 
17. Noah was found perfect and righteous ; 
In the time of wrath he became a propitiation ;® 
Therefore was he left as a remnant unto the earth, 
When the” flood came. 
18 Everlasting covenants were * made with him, 
That all flesh should not perish again by a flood.™ 
19 Abraham was a great father of a multitude of nations,* 
And * in glory was there found * none like unto him, 
20 Who kept the law of the Most High, 
And was in covenant with him ; 
He established the covenant in his flesh ; 
And when he was proved, he was found faithful. 
21 ‘Therefore he assured him * by an oath, 
That he would bless the nations in his seed, 
That he would multiply him as the dust of the earth, 
And exalt his seed as the stars, 
And cause them to inherit from sea to sea, 
And from the river unto the utmost part of the land. 
92 And” with Isaac did he confirm in like manner,* for Abraham, his father’s sake, 
The blessing of all men and the covenant, 
23 And made if rest upon the head of Jacob. 
He acknowledged” him in his blessings,” 
And gave him an heritage,” F 
And divided his portions ; 
Among the twelve tribes did he part them. 


Ver. 7.—1 Lit., ‘a boasting in their days.” 


Vers. 8-15. —2 A. V.: There be.... that have left. 3 That their praises might be reported. 4 some there be 
which. 5 Who are (kai am@Aovto) perished. 6 are become. 7 omits so. 8 (See Com.) ® righteousness 
(plur.) hath not been. 10 continually remain a good inheritance (Suapevel ayady). 1 And their children are within 


the covenant (the common text joins cAnpovouia to aya0y. LIadopt Fritzsche’s emendations — connecting it with what 
follows, and transferring ev zais dva0jKo1s, Which is usually joined to the next member, to the first line of ver. 12, and 
dividing that verse into two members instead of making one of it, as in the A. V.: ‘‘ Their seed standeth fast, and their 
children for their sakes ’’). 12 bodies (Fritzsche reads odmara, instead of sing., with III. X. 55. 106. 155. al. Co.) are. ~ 
33 But. 1 for evermore (els yeveds ; 248. Co. Old Lat., eis yeveay kal yevedv). 15 IIT. 106. 157. 248. 296. 808. Co. Old 
Lat. read airy ; teat rec. is without it. 

Vers. 16-18. —15 A. V.: omits well. 17 Being an. 18 all generations (rats yeveats). 19 was taken in exchange 
Sor the world (see Com.). 20 (106. 155. 157. 248. Co. have the article.) #1 An everlasting covenant (SiajKor aidvos) 
was. 22 should perish no more by the flood. 

‘Vers. 19-23. —% A. V.: many people (7AjOous é6vav). 24 omits And. 25 omits found (evpé6n). 26 assured him 
(éorycev aizrG, made it sure unto him. See ver. 22), 77 omits And(so 106). 8 establish (¢orncev), likewise (oU7ws). 
® (énéyyw.) 5° blessing (plur.). 31 Lit., “in” or “‘ by ”’ heritage. 
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CHAPTER XLIV. 


Ver. 2. This is a general thought, uttered 
with respect to the subject of these great men. 
The Lord had shown His greatness in making 
them great. 


Ver. 6. Ioxdi (MD, or Sn) refers appar- 
ently to wealth, property, possessions. So Luther, 
Grotius, Bretschneider, Gaab, Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, 





and Fritzsche; but Gutmann and De Wette agree 
with the A. V. 

Ver. 10. ~Avdpes éAgovs, merciful men, 7. ¢., 
generally speaking, pious men, since that was the 


necessarily implied that Noah had been a great 
sinner at one time. He might be an example for 
sinners to lead them to repentance, without that. 
Cf. Geiger, Urschrift, p. 197; and Gfrorer, Ur- 
christenthum, 11. 39, 40, 41. 

Ver. 17. The meaning is that Noah was a 
“ propitiation ” (ayrdAAaypa, lit., exchange or sell- 
ing price) in the sense that in him the Almighty 
was so far propitiated as not to destroy the whole 
race, 

Ver, 21. From sea to sea. From the Red 
Sea to the Mediterranean, and from the Eu- 


way in which piety showed itself. 


phrates to the farthest point to which the Israel- 
Ver. 16. Example of repentance. 


It is not |itish possessions reached toward the West. 





CHAPTER XLY. 


Anp he brought out of him a pious’ man, 
Who? found favor in the sight of all flesh, 
Moses,’ beloved of God and men, 
Whose memory 7s blessed.* 
He made him like to the glorious saints,® 
And magnified him, so that his enemies stood in fear of him.® 
By his words he caused the wonders to cease ; 
He ® made him glorious in the sight of kings. 
He’ gave him commandments ® for his people, 
And showed him some ® of his glory. 
He sanctified him in his faithfulness and meekness, 
And chose him out of all men. 
He made him to hear his voice, 
And brought him into the dark eloud,™ 
And gave him commandments face to ” face, 
The * law of life and knowledge, 
That he might teach Jacob his covenant," 
And Israel his ordinances. 

He exalted Aaron, a holy man like unto him, 
His ” brother, of the tribe of Levi. 
An everlasting covenant he made with him, 
.“nd gave him the priesthood of the people ; 
He beautified * him with comely ornaments, 
And clothed him with a robe” of glory. 
He put upon him perfect glory,” 
And strengthened him * with rich garments, 
With breeches, and” a long robe, and the ephod, 
And he compassed him with pomegranates, 
And with many golden * bells round about, 
That as he went there might be a sound, 
And a noise made that might be heard in the temple, 
As a reminder * to the children of his people ; 


Vers. 15. —1A.V.: merciful (see xliy. 10). 2 Which. 8 Even Moses (in II. Mwiiojy begins a new line). 
# memorial .... blessed (see Com.). 5 (See Com.) 6 And he (so 248. Co.). 7 And. § a commandment 
(évereiAato). ® part (the gen. without a prep.). 10 (“ sanctified”? in the sense of “ set apart.” Fritzsche adopts 


avrév from X. H. 55. 106. 157. 248. 253. 254. Co. ; text. rec. omits.) 
the. 14 covenants (sing.). 15 judgments (kpipara). 

Vers. 6-9.— 16 Others, ‘‘as being holy ” 7. e., like him in holiness. 
out a prep.). (See Com.) 20 (Fritzsche adopts meproroAyyv from X. 55, 106. 155. al. Go. for otoAny of the teat. rec. 
It is also the reading of II.) © 21 (See Com.) 22 With. 28 (Cod. II., in addition to III. X., joins xpucots with 
xodwor contrary to the Rom. ed. and Fritzsche’s text.)  °4 For a memorial (not clear). ; 


11 (See Com.) 1 before his (kara). 18 Even 


7A. V.: Even his. 18 among (gen. with- 
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10 With a holy garment, with gold, and blue s¢/k,) and purple, a? work of the em- 
broiderer ; 
11 With a breastplate of judgment and with Urim and Thummim,’ with twisted 
scarlet, a* work of the weaver ;° 
With oes graven like seals,® in a setting of’ gold, a* work of the 
jeweler ; 
With a writing engraved for a memorial according to ” the number of the tribes 
of Israel. 
12 He set a crown of gold upon the mitre, 
Whereon # was engraved Holiness, 
An ornament of honor, a costly ” work, 
A desire * of the eyes was his adornment.“ 
13 Before him there were no such beautiful things ; ® 
A stranger put them not on forever, only his sons,!® 
And his posterity perpetually. 
14 _—_His burnt sacrifices were offered up,® 
Day by day ® twice continually. 
15 Moses consecrated him,” 
And anointed him with holy oil; 
It became * unto him an * everlasting covenant, 
And to his seed, so long as the heavens remain,” 
That he should minister unto him, and * execute the office of the priesthood, 
And bless his ** people in his ” name. 
16 He chose him out of all men living 
To offer sacrifices to the Lord, 
Incense, and a sweet savor, for a memorial * 
To make reconciliation for thy * people. 
17 ~—— He gave unto him in®™ his commandments 
Authority * in the statutes of judgments,” 
That he should teach Jacob the testimonies, 
And inform * Israel in his law. 
18 Strangers * conspired together against him, 
And were envious of ®° him in the wilderness, 
The * men that were of Dathan’s and Abiron’s side, 
And the assembly * of Core, with fury and wrath. 
19 This the Lord saw, and it displeased him, 
And in his furious wrath * were they consumed ; 
He did wonders upon ® them, to consume them with the fiery flame.” 
20 And* he made Aaron still * more honorable, 
And gave him an heritage; 
He *8 divided unto him “ the firstfruits of the increase ; 


Vers. 10, 11. —1 Cf. vi. 29; xl. 4,“ purple.” Authorities differ as to the color meant by vaxtvOos. Virgil, Ee. iv. 


183, makes it not only iron-colored, but also sky-blue and snow-white. Of. Liddell and Scott’s Lew., s. v. 2A V.s 
the. 3 (See Com.) 4 the. 5 the cunning workman (texvirmys = DWT, Cf. Ex. xxvi. 1, 31). 6 (See 
Com.) 7 And set in (év décet). 8 the. 9 (ABoupyov. It meant a stone mason, also a sculptor ; but here doubt- 


jess used in the sense of engraver in stone.) 10 after. 


Vers. 12-14. — 11 A. V.: Wherein. 12 (igxvos, as at ver. 8, “rich.” But Fritzsche thinks TY stood in the original 
in the sense of glory.) 13 The desires. 14 goodly and beautiful (koopovpeva @paia. Fritzsche, holde Lieblich- 
keiten, tender delights ; Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, lieblich geschmiickt, delightfully ornamented. In the mean time, it is notice- 
able that Cod. II., with III. X. Old Lat., joins the latter word to the following line. The sense would then be as above 

* given). 15 none such (see preceding note). 16 Neither did ever any stranger put them on (I join éws aidvos to this 
line in harmony with II. III. X. contrary to the Rom. ed. and Fritzsche’s text), But only his children. 17 children’s 
children (éyxova). 18 Their (so X. 23. 248. Co.) sacrifices shall be wholly consumed (I render according to the sense, 
though freely). 19 every day (Kaé’ yuépav). 

Vers. 15-18. —*° See Com. 21 A. V.: This was appointed (éyev74n). 22 by an. 22 should remain (lit., in the 
days of heaven). 24 they (ef. ver. 16). 25 (Gua Kat = kat). 26 the (avtod is omitted by 248. Co.). 27 (Codd. IT. 
III. X. omit airod). — % (See Com.) 29 his (so Old Lat.). 80 omits in (so X. 106, 157. 248. 253. 254. Co. Ald.). 
31 And authority (see preceding note). 82 (éy drabyjKxars kpyzatwv, See Com.) 38 inform (or enlighten, dwrticat ; 
dwrycat, 23. 253. Ald.). 24 (See Com.)  % maligned (é¢yAwoayv). 86 Eventhe. 7 congregation. ; 

Vers. 19-22. — #8 A. V.: wrathful indignation (év 6upé opyjs. Cf. ver. 18). 9 (év is supplied before avtois by 106. 
157. 248. 253. Co.) 40 (év mpi pAoyos. Only 55. 254., év doy mupés). 41 But. 42 omits still (mpood@nkev ... 
doéav). 43 And. 44 (Fritzsche adopts air@ from III. X. 23. 55. 106. al. Co. Old Lat. for avrois of the text. rec.), 
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Especially 1 he prepared bread in abundance ; 


For they eat? the sacrifices of the Lord, 


Which he gave both ® unto him and his seed. 


22 


Howbeit in the land of the people he had no inheritance, 


Neither had he any portion among the people ; 
For the Lord himself 7s thy portion and 4 inheritance. 


23 


And ® the third in glory 7s Phinees, son® of Eleazar, 


Because he had zeal in the fear of the Lord, ; : 
And he stood firm in the good inclination of his heart’ when the people turned 


back, 
And made reconciliation for Israel. 


24 


Therefore was there a covenant of peace made with him, 


That he should be the chief of the sanctuary ® and of his people, 


And that he and his posterity 


Should have the dignity of the priesthood for ever. 


25 


And as © the covenant made with David son of Jesse, of the tribe of Juda was,” 


That the inheritance of the king should be from son to son * alone, 
So the inheritance of Aaron should also be unto his seed. 


26 


God give you * wisdom in your heart 
To judge his people in righteousness, 


That their good things be not abolished, 
And that their glory be to their generations.” 


1(év mpwro.s ; mpwrots, III. 155. 253. Ald. Others render, ‘‘ from the first fruits.” See Com.) 


both (re Kai. 
Rom. ed.). 
Vers. 23-26.—5 A. V.: omits And. 


The former is omitted by X. H. 248. Co.), 


6 the son. 


157. 248. Co., instead of orjoau of text. rec. and II.) with good courage of heart (see Com.). 
10 According to (it seems to have read kara duabjxnv, with Grotius and others. 
1 Jesse, 
15 may endure for ever (cis yeveds avTav). 


9 (See Com.) 
kat dua. We may either supply elvac or éotyaev). 
14 (i. e., the high priest.) 


2 eat of. 3 omits 
4 his (248. Co.) ... . and (kaé is wanting in IT. X. and 


7 stood up (orjvat is adopted by Fritzsche from IIT. 106. 155. 


8 were turned. 
The common text is 


12 omits was. 18 to Ais posterity (viov é& viod). 


CuarTtER XLV. 


Ver.1. Blessed. Lit., in blessings (év ebrAoylaus). 
His memory is perpetuated by posterity along 
with blessings upon him. 

Ver. 2. Glorious saints, ddéty aylwy.  Lit., 
glory of the holy ones. Some (Luther, De Wette, 
Gutmann, Bunsen’s Bibelwerk) suppose that the 
patriarchs are meant; others (Fritzsche, with 
Linde, Wahl, and the majority), the priests; and 
still others, the angels. Cf. Ex. xxxiv. 29 ff.— 
Ev pdBos éxOpav. The meaning is either that 
he made him great, so that his enemies were afraid 
of him (A. V.), or, as Fritzsche supposes, through 
the fear of his enemies. The latter interpretation 
is to be preferred grammatically. 

Ver. 3. The wonders = those of the magi- 
cians in Egypt. Cf. Ex. vii: 8-12; viii. 29 ff. ; 
ixwook X. 192 

Ver. 5. Tvégoy is alater form for dydqoy, dark- 
ness. Here, as in the LXX. at Ex. xx. 21, it 


stands for Dna, thick clouds. Cf. dppvds, ob- 
scure, dark, 

Ver. 7. ’Euardpiceyv = TW". But it seems 
likely, as Fritzsche supposes, that it was read by 
mistake for T}N%, girded him. 

Ver.8. SuvréAciay kavxhuaros. Wahl renders, 
with the A. V., perfect glory, perfectio gloriationis ; 
Bretschneider, summa splendoris et ornatus. But for 
the latter Greek word there probably stood in the 
Hebrew text FNS (cf. chap. xxi. ver. 11), that 
is ornament, beauty, with a reference to the high- 


priestly robes, which are afterwards mentioned. | 27 


Cf. 1. 11; Is. lii. 1; and the LXX. at 1. Chron. 
xxix. 11.—’Eotepéwoev. This Greek. word has 





the sense of confirm, settle, in the LXX., but prob- 
ably is given here as the translation of P77, 


which at Is. xxii. 21, with a double accusative, 
has the meaning of gird about, put on. Cf., how- 
ever, the A. V. at that place. 

Ver. 9. Pomegranates. They were made of 
cotton of several colors, and golden threads were 
interwoven. Cf. Text. Notes. — With many 
golden bells. According to Jewish authorities, 
the bells were seventy-two in number; but by 
Clement of Alexandria they are said to have been 
three hundred and sixty. Cf. Ex. xxviii. 33-35, 
where a different reason is given for the bells. 

Ver. 10. A holy garment, namely, the ephod, 
which is here further described. — Mouclarod, em- 


broiderer. The Hebrew was doubtless O94, 


plumarius, one who decks with colors, i. e., sews on. 
colored strip. ‘The Spanish recamare and Italian 
ricamar, to embroider with the needle, are allied to 
this word. — Breastplate (Aoyelw, oracle, or 
speaking-place) of judgment. The breastplate of 
the high priest, suspended from his neck, was 
provided with twelve precious stones, and in some 
mysterious way the will of God was communi- 
cated through it.— Afro dAndetas. What is 
known as the Urim and Thummim is meant, and 
we have so translated. Cf. art. in Smith’s Bib. 
Dict., sub voce, and remarks in Com. at 1 Esd. y. 40. 

Ver. 11. Graven (yAduparos, 23. 248. Co., da- 
tive plural) like seals. Cf. Ex. xxviii. 11, “like 
the engravings of a signet;” also, Ecclus. xxxviii. 


Ver. 12. répavov. The accusative is used as 
being the object of the verb in verse 9, here under- 
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stood. Cf., on the meaning of the verse, Ex. 
XXViil. 36, 37.—’Extimwua oppayidos ayidouaros, 
Lit., an engraving in relief of a seal of holiness, i. €., 
the plate which the high priest wore on his brow 
had engraved upon it, like the letters of a seal 
ring, “ Holiness” (to the Lord). Fritzsche would 
end verse 12 with épyov icxvos, and connect what 
follows with the 13th verse, supplying are they, 
i.e., these garments: A desire of the eyes are they, 
ete. But cf. Text. Notes. 

Ver. 13. “Ews aiévos. Here, in all past times, 
never, Others, connecting these words with the 
previous line, would supply and shall not be, thus 
making them refer to the future. 

Ver. 15. Consecrated him. Lit., filled the 
hands. Cf. the LXX. at Judg. xvii. 5, 12, where 
mwAnpody is also used in the description of this 
ceremony. On the ceremony itself, see Smith’s 
Bib. Dict., art. “ Priest.” 

Ver. 16. For a memorial, or for a burnt offer- 
ing. That part of the meat-offering which was 
burnt seems to be meant. Cf, xxxviil. 11. 

Ver. 17. “Edwxkey ait@ év évroAats avrov, étov- 
olay év diabqKos Kpyudtay. Gaab would strike 
out the comma after airod, and render: “ He 
gave him in His commandments Power (or, Along 
with His commandments gave He him Power) in the 





law according to which right is spoken.” De Wette 
renders: “He gave him, according to His com- 
mandments, Power over the ordinances of right.” 
Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, omitting the preposition : 
“ He intrusted to him His commandments, Power 
over the ordinances of right.” Fritzsche thinks 
that the first half of the verse would correspond 
better with the second, if rendered: “ He granted 
to him in His commandments, That-he should 
have power over the covenants of the law.” 

Ver. 18. Cf. Numb. xvi. 3 ff.; xxvi-9:—“The 
naming of the family of Korah, étc., “ strangers,” 
does not seem in place, and the conjecture of 


Fritzsche that the author read O77 instead of 


OT, presumptuous, is worthy of consideration. 

Ver. 20. "Ev mpdéros, before all, first of all, 
especially. To bread as the most necessary thing 
‘is given this particular prominence. 

Ver. 23. Lit., in goodness of inclination (mpo- 
Ovulas), i.e, in good inclination, disposition. 

Ver. 24. Tpoordrny (mpoorareiv is adopted by 
Fritzsche from 106. 157. 254.) aylwyv. The latter 
word, as the connéction would lead us to suppose, 
probably refers to the priests, and not to the tem- 
ple. So Drusius, Linde, De Wette, Fritzsche, 
and others. 





Cuarter XLVI. 


Jesus son of Nave ! was mighty ? in war,’ 


And was the successor of Moses in prophecies ; 
Who was, according to his name,* 


Great in saving His elect,° 


To take vengeance on ° enemies that rose up against them, 
That he might set’ Israel in their inheritance.’ 


ao - WO Ww 


He called upon the most high 


How was he glorified, when he lifted * up his hands, 
And drew out ® his sword against the cities! 

Who before him so made a stand?” 

For “ the Lord himself brought 4is enemies unto him.™ 
Did not the sun go back by his means? 

And did not one day become * two? 


Ruler, 


When the enemy pressed upon him on every side, 
And the great Lord heard him : 


Hailstones of mighty power 


He hurled down upon the hostile nation,” 

And in the descent ?® he destroyed them that resisted, 
That the nations might know all his armament,” 
That he fought in the sight of the Lord ; 

For he followed the Mighty One. 


Vers. 1-4.—1 A. V.: the (so X. 248. Co.) son of Naue. 
resistless). 
Old Lat.). 
Fritzsche’s text). ; 
7 (Fritzsche adopts kataxAnpovon.noy 
glory gat he, when he did lift. 

258, Co. ; text. rec., TO ekkAtvau). 10 stood to it. 
12 (See Com.) 13 was not... .as long as (mpos duo). 
Vers. 5-8.— 14 A. V.: 


16 (Fritzsche receives abrod from IIT. X. 55. 106. al. Co. Old Lat. ; 
the battle to fall violently (see Com.) upon the nations (éx’ €vos ; 
19 all their strength (ravomAiav airod. Fritzsche receives the latter from IIT. H. 55. 106. 155. 


karaBaoer. See Com.). 


157. 253. 254. Old Lat. ; teat. rec., with Il., avrav. See Com.). 


21 And (kat yap). 


Lord (Svvdéernv, with xvpios in the second line following). 


2 valiant (kpara.ds. In Homer, as epithet of Motpa, stern, 


3 the wars (text rec., év roAguous. Fritzsche receives the dat. sing. from III. X. ©. 106. 155. 157. 248. Co. 
4 Who according to his name was made great (I connect méyas with the following line, in harmony with 
5 For the (éxé) saying of the elect of God (avrod, t. €., God’s). 
from III. X. 55. 155. 157. 248. 254. Co. ; text. rec., eAnpovouyoy). 
9 stretched out (Fritzsche adopts év ro éxretvar, from IIT. X. 55. 106. 155. 157. 248, 


6 And taking vengeance of the. 
8 How great 


11 For (probably for BOP and to be rendered here when). 


15 enemies (see Com.). 
17 And with hailstones. ... made 
18 the descent of Bethoron (ev 


text. rec., avT@V). 


248. Co., ei Ov). 
20 Because (or) he fought (lit., Avs battle was). 
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7 In the time of Moses also he acted piously,* 
He and Caleb son of Jephonne,’ 
In that they withstood the enemy,’ 
Withheld * the people from sin, 
And appeased the wicked murmuring. 
8 And of six hundred thousand people on foot, they two were preserved, 
To bring them into the heritage, 
Into® the land that floweth with milk and honey. 
9 The Lord gave strength also unto Caleb, 
And it ® remained with him unto old" age; 
So that he went up against the hill country,® 
And his seed maintained the possession,’ 
10 That all the children” of Israel might see 
That 7¢ 7s good to follow the Lord. 
11 And the ™ judges, every one by his name: ¥ 
As many hearts as went not a whoring, 
And as many as turned not away “ from the Lord : 
Let their memory be blessed.” 
12 Let their bones revive again from their grave,” 
And let their name renew itself in their honored sons ! ” 
18 Beloved of his Lord was Samuel, 
A prophet of the Lord, he established a kingdom,” 
And anointed princes over his people. 
14 _—_ By the law of the Lord he judged the congregation, 
And the Lord had respect unto Jacob. 
15 By his faithfulness he was proved a” prophet, 
And by his words ” he was known as trustworthy seer.” - 
16 He called also * upon the mighty Lord,* 
When his enemies pressed wpon him on every side,™ 
When he offered a” sucking lamb. 
17 And the Lord thundered from heaven, 
And with a great reverberation 7° made his voice to be heard. 
18 And he destroyed the rulers of the Tyrians,” 
And all the princes of the Philistines. 
19 And before the time of his eternal” sleep he made protestations in the sight of 
the Lord and his * anointed, 
I have not taken any man’s goods, so much as a shoe; ® 
And no man did accuse him. 
20 And after he fell asleep * he prophesied, 
And showed the king his end, 
And lifted ® up his voice from the earth in prophecy, 
To blot out the transgression ** of the people. 





Vers. 7, 8. —1 A. V.: did a work of mercy. 2 the son of Jephunne. 8 congregation (evavte éxOpod ; évayriov 
(28., évavre) exxAnoias, 28. 248, 253. Co. Cf. Numb. xiii. 80; xiv. 6-10). 4 And withheld. 5 Even unto (cis as in 
preceding line). 

Vers. 9,10.— 8A. V.: Which. 7 his (not in the Greek) old. 8 entered.upon (émBjvac. I render, with 
Bretschneider, De Wette, Fritzsche, and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk) the high places (ro—so III. X. C. H. 55. al. Co.— dos 
7s yis)- ® obtained 7 (katéoxe) for an heritage. 10 Lit., sons. 

Vers. 11,12. —41 A. V.: concerning the. 12 (II. agrees with X. Ald. in reading éxéorw 7) by name. 13 whose 
heart went. 14 Nor departed (kai dco. ovK ameotpadycar). 15 (Lit., in blessings.) 16 flourish (dva6dAor) out of their 
place (ré7ov, in the sense of burial place. Cf. Matt. xxviii. 6; Mark xvi. 6). 17 the name of them that were honoured 


be (L connect Sedogacnevwv with éf’ viots, with Fritzsche, Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, and others. But the sentence is awk- 
wardly constructed, and it seems likely that the original is not correctly rendered) continued (avtixaraAAacodpevor) 
upon their children. 

Vers. 18-15.— 18 A. V.: Samuel, the prophet of the Lord, beloved of his Lord, Established a kingdom. 19 found a 
true (nxpiBac8n — was exactly known ; here authenticated as, proved a). —_ * word (so 23. 55. 248. 258. 296. Co.) 21 to 
be faithful in vision (muarbs dpdcews). 

Vers. 16-20. — 22 A. V.: omits also (kai). 283 Lord (see viii. 1). 4 (Of. ver. 5, is the same Greek except that 
here stands éx@povs abrov ; there, adrdy éx@povs.) 5 the. 26 noise (iyw ; Bpovris, H. 248. Co.). 27 (See Com, and 
Introduction to present book, pp. 276, 277.) 8 his long (po karpod Koiuycews ai@vos. Of. John xi. 11 f.). 29 (not 
in the Greek of text. rec., but added by 248. Co.) *0 (Lit., Goods, even to shoes, I have not taken from any flesh.) 
81 his death (vrv@cau. It is an interesting fact that death is at this period represented as asleep. Of. the second pre- 
vious note). 82 (Fritzsche receives, from III. X. C. 55. al., émpopyreveer ; text. rec., mpoedyrevce.) 88 lift. 
% wickedness (avouiay = transgression of the law). ‘ 
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CHAPTER XLVIL 


"74 


Ver. 2.. Lifted up his hands. Not in prayer, | vii. 223 ; and, for the historical fact, Josh. x. 11. 


but hostilely. — ’Exretva: is doubtless the correct |— All his armament. 


reading, here in the sense of draw out ; Old Latin, 
jactando. 

Ver. 3. Tovs yap moAculous Ktpios abtds éemhya- 
vyev. This text is apparently correct. The mean- 
ing, however, is not so clear. Taking the words 
in their natural signification, the rendering would 
be: “ The Lord himself led up the enemy ;” i. e., 
He led them up to battle, not as their defender, 
but for their overthrow. Bunsen’s Bibelwerk 
renders : “ For the Lord himself defeated the enemy.” 


Others : “‘ When (8re for 9D) he waged the wars of 


the Lord’’ (woA€uous Kuplov, H. 248. Co.). 

Ver. 4. The matter is not correctly repre- 
sented. It is not said in Joshua x. 12, 13, that 
the sun went back, but only that it stood still. 

Ver. 5. When the enemy pressed upon 
him. Grammatically and historically, it would 
be more natural to make a’rdéy the subject (When 
he pressed upon the enemy, ete. Cf. Josh, x. 11), 
although the other rendering is not positively in- 
correct. 

Ver. 6. Fritzsche and others would read, with 
the Old Latin, roAéutov for médcuov, and thereby 
is able to give to the verb which precedes the 
meaning which, in other cases, it always has in 
the LXX.—’Ev xataBdoe. Not in their falling 
or descending, but in the descent, i. e., of Beth- 
horon, or in the (narrow) pass. Cf. Herod.,i. 186, 





The reason given for this 
display of divine power was that the nations might 
know all Joshua’s armament, namely, his means 
for carrying on war against them. If the reading 
avrey is retained, it would refer to the Israelites. 

Ver. 7. ’Emolnoev Zdcos, manifested piety, acted 
piously. The latter Greek word in the LXX. is 


the usual translation of TOM. Cf. also xlv. 1. 


Ver. 12. Revive again from their grave. 
Be held in remembrance on their own account ; 
or, let them revive in their descendants. Herz- 
feld discovers here a reference to the resurrection. 
“ Sirach’s belief in the resurrection is proved 
also from xlvi. 12, xlix. 11, where he in a figure, 
supposedly borrowed from Ezek. xxxvii., says first 
of the Judges, then of the Prophets, ‘Let their 
bones revive again from their grave.’ The fact 
that this expression is twice used goes to show 
that it was then a common formula.” Geschichte, 


ii. 35. But ef. our Jntrod., under “ Doctrinal 
Teaching.” 
Ver. 18. Rulers of the Tyrians (Tuplwy). 


Inasmuch as history knows nothing of hostilities. 
between the Jews and Tyrians, it is thought by 
Fritzsche and others that the Greek translator 


had in his text DIT, and read mn; Tyrians,, 
when he should have read DY, enemies, 





Cuarter XLVII. 


And with bears as with lambs.® 


em © We 


Anp after him! rose up Nathan to prophesy ? in the time of David. 
As the fat is separated * from the peace offering, 
So David from the sons* of Israel. 
He played ® with lions as with kids, 


Slew he not a giant, when he was young," 


And did he not take away reproach from the people, 
When he lifted up Ads hand with the stone in the sling, 


And struck down ® the boasting of Goliath? 

For he called upon the Lord Most High,? 

And he gave strength to’ his right hand 

To slay that mighty warrior, 

To exalt # the horn of his people. 

So the people honored him for 2 ten thousands, 

And praised him because of * the blessings of the Lord, 
In that he * gave him a crown of glory. 

For he utterly destroyed® the enemy ** on every side, 
And brought to nought ” the Philistines Avs adversaries, 
Broke their horn in pieces * unto this day. 


fora)! 


Vers. 1-4. — 1 pera rodrov, II. III. X. 23. 68. 106. al. Ald. Syr. Ar.; text rec., wera TOTO. 2 mpodyrevew ; 248. Co. 
Old Lat. Syr. Ar., 6 rpopytys. 3A. Y.: is the fat taken away. 4 was D. chosen out of the children. 5 (émartev 
is received by Fritzsche from X. 28. 55. al. It is also the reading of II., by a second hand ; teat rec., émarcev ; 248. 254. 


Co., érefévwoev.) 6 (Lit., lambs of sheep.) 7 yet but young. 8 beat down (karaBaAciv. Codd. X. C. 155., 

xatéBaAev). ; ; : 
Vers. 5-8. —° A. V.: the most high Lord. 10 him strength in. 11 And set up (see ver. 11). 12 with. 13 in 

(lit., but not clear). 14 (See Com.) 15 omits utterly (the verb is égérpupe = rubbed out). 16 enemies. 17 (See 


Com.) 18 And brake... . in sunder. 
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8 In all his works he thanked ' the Holy One ; 
To the Most High he sang with all his heart in words of glory,’ 
And loved him that made him. 
9 He set singers also before the altar, 
And ® their voices make sweet melodies,* 
And daily they ® sing praises in their songs.° 
10 He beautified their feasts, 
And set in order perfectly” the solemn times,° 
Tn that they praise ° his holy name, 
And make” the temple resound from morning 0 
11 The Lord ™ took away his sins, 
And exalted his horn for ever ; 
He gave him a covenant respecting kings,” 
And a throne of glory in Israel. 
12 After him rose up a wise * son, 
And through him ® he dwelt at large. 
18 Solomon ?* reigned in a peaceful time ; ” 
For whom !8 God made it quiet round about,” 
That he might build a house in his name, 
And prepare Ais sanctuary for ever. 
14 How wise wast thou in thy youth, 
And, as a river,” filled with understanding ! 
15 Thy soul covered the earth,” 
And thou filledst 7¢ with enigmatical proverbs.” 
16 Thy name went far unto the islands ; 
And for * thy peace thou wast beloved. 
17. The countries marvelled at thee for thy songs, 
And proverbs, and parables, and interpretations.” 
18 Inthe name of the Lord God, 
Who * is called God of Israel, 
Thou didst gather gold as tin, 
And didst multiply silver as lead.” 
19 Thou didst bow thy loins unto women, 
And by thy body thou wast brought into subjection.” 
20 ‘Thou didst stain thy honor, 
And pollute thy seed, 
So that thou broughtest wrath upon thy children. 
And I am grieved ® for thy folly : 
21. That * the kingdom was divided, 
And out of Ephraim came the ruler of a* rebellious kingdom. 
22 But the Lord will not cease from * his mercy, 





nt 


Ver. 8.—1 A. V.: praised. 2 Holy (A. V. separates the lines falsely. “Yor is the beginning of a new line) 
One most high with words (pjmart; C. H., pywata) of glory; With his whole heart he sung songs. 

Vers. 9-11. —8 A. V.: That by. 4 they might make sweet melody (kat é& nxods — so II. III. X. O, 28.; text. rec., 
Hxov — avrdv yAveaivey méedn. Fritzsche adopts yAvxatvery from III. X. C. 106. 157. al. Co It is also the reading of 
Il. Text. rec., yAvkaiver. Fritzsche makes David the subject, and renders ‘“‘makes .... resound’’). 5 omits they. 
6 (Fritzsche and others adopt this line from 248. Co. on the ground that the construction of sentences, @. e., the usual 
number of members in the parallelism, demands it.) 7 omits perfectly (see Com. The marg. of the A. V. also sug- 
gests our rendering). 8 adds until the end. "9 That they might praise. 10 that. 11 might sound from 
morning (a7 mpwias). 12 (Cod. II., by a second hand, ‘‘ Christ! ’’) 18 of kings (BaotAdwv ; 248, Co., Bacdetas, 
which the A. Y. notices in the margin). 

Vers. 12-19. — 14 émarjpwv. 15 A. V.: for his sake (8 avrov), 16 (In the Greek, ‘‘ Salomon,’’ except ITI. 
X. H.) 17 peaceable time, and was honoured (the addition appears in H. 248. Co.). 18 For (for 6 X. H. 248. 
Oo. Ald. have ws), 19 God made all... . about him (248. Co. add avrod). 20 flood (morapds. : See Com.). 
21 whole earth (H. 248. Co. add wacav). 22 dark parables. 23 (év. In the peace which he desired and produced.) 
24 (Following the order of the Greek : For songs, and proverbs, and parables, And for interpretations the countries mar- 
velled at thee. Cod. II. reads, by the first hand, épunvia for épynveta.) 25 By. 26 Which. 27 the Lord God, 
28 (Fritzsche receives woAcBov from ITI. X. 28. 55. al. It is also the reading of II.; teat. rec., wodAcBdov ; woAvBov, 157. 
248. Co.) 29 (Others: ‘‘ Gavest power over thy body.’’? So Fritzsche, who thinks that the Hebrew would have been 
properly rendered by éfovciay eSwxas.) ; 

Vers. 20-22.— 8° A. V.: wast grieved (karevvynv ; 106. 248. Co., xaravvyjver; Old Lat., incitari. Cf. Com.). 1 So 
82 (Lit., became twofold.) 38 ruled a (dp£ar, with BactActav aevdy as Subject; but better rendered as above. The 
translator probably mistook the original word). 84 never leave off. 
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And will not blot out any of his works ;} 
Neither will he destroy * the posterity of his elect,° 
And the seed of him that loveth him he will not take away. 


And* he gave a remnant unto Jacob, 
And out of him a root unto David. 
23 


one that had no understanding, 


And Solomon rested ® with his fathers,® 
» And of his seed he left behind him Roboam, the foolishness of the 


people,” and 


Who turned away the people through his counsel ; 


Also Jeroboam son ® of Nabat, 
Who caused Israel to sin, 


And allowed to * Ephraim the way of sin. 


24 


And their sins were multiplied exceedingly, 


So that they were removed ! out of their” land. 


25 
Till punishment * came upon them. 


Ver. 22.—1 A. V.: Neither shallany.... 
text. rec., SiapOapy). 2 abolish. 


found in IT.; text. rec. omits.) 4 Wherefore. 


Vers. 23-25. —5 A. V.: Thus rested Solomon (Cod. X., Co., SoAoudy ; see ver. 13). 
It is also found in IT.) 
8 There was also J. the son (to be construed as accus. after ckaréAu7e). 
13 For. 


after rarépwv from III. X. 55. 106. al. 


(awoo7joa). 12 the (avrav is omitted in H. 248. Co.). 


And * they sought out all wickedness, 


perish (Fritzsche receives dvapGe(py from IIT. 23. 55.108. al. Old Lat. ; 
8 (Fritzsche receives avrov after éxAexrod from X. 55. 68. 106. 155. al. 


It is also 


6 (Fritzsche receives avrov 
7 R. Even the foolishness of the people (see Com.). 

9 shewed (éSwxe). 10 That. 11 driven 
14 the vengeance. 


Cuarter XLVII. 


Ver. 1. It is surprising that nothing either 
good or bad is said of Nathan, further than to 
introduce him as one of the line of prophets. It 
may have been from fear lest some shadow might 
fall on the splendor of David, whose career is 
next noticed. 

Ver. 2. Xwrnplov. This was the so-called 
“thank offering,” or “ peace offering.” Its cere- 
monial is described in Leviticus, chap. iii. Of the 
flesh, the breast and right shoulder were given to 
the priest ; the rest, excepting the fat (which was 
burned), belonged to the person making the sacri- 
fice. 

Ver. 6. Ten thousands. This has reference 
to the words: ‘Saul hath slain his thousands, 
and David his ten thousands. See 1 Sam. xviii. 7. 
—’Ev 76 $épeobau, in that He [the Lord] gave. 
The yerb might also be construed in the middle 
voice, with the people as subject. 

Ver. 7. ’Efovdévwoe means he lightly esteemed, 
despised. Buu, as the context requires a stronger 
expression, it is likely that the translator falsely 


read 31D for DVD; or that the latter word had 


in some instances the same meaning as the former. 
Cf. Prov. xxvii. 7; where, in fact, it has this 
figurative meaning. See also Judith xvi. 17, 
where, as Fritzsche thinks, the same failure in 
translation is made. 

Ver. 10. ’Exécunoe might also mean adorn, 
‘which would bring it into harmony with the first 
clause. — The words péxpt cuvredclas are better 
rendered unto completeness, completely, perfectly, — 
a rendering which the margin of the A. V. also 
indicates. . 

Ver. 11. Covenant respecting kings, 7. e., the 
covenant promise that the royal line should con- 
tinue in his descendants. Cf. 2 Sam. vii. 16. 

Ver. 12. ’Ev maatucud. Lit., in a wide place. 
He was no more full of care for this and that. 
He gave up all to the management of his wise 


son. 








Ver. 14. ‘Os morauds. There probably stood 
in the original AN°D, which in that case should 


have been rendered by és 6 morauds, since the 
overflowings of the Nile are probably meant. Cf. 
xxiv. 25, xxxix. 22; Amos viii. 8 (IND TmN?Y)- 

Ver. 18. »As tin, kaccitepov. Some falsely 
suppose that by this word not tin is meant, but 
pewter; Latin, stannum. It is spoken of fre- 
quently in the Z/iad as an ornament of armor 
and chariots. It was simply melted and cast upon 
them. The Sanskrit name is kasttra, and it is 
probable that the Phcenicians first got the name 
with the metal from the islands on the coasts of 
India. 

Ver. 20. Kal xarevtyny. It seems best, with 
Fritzsche, to place a period before the above 
words, and to regard them as a direct address of 
the author. This gives three members to the 
twenty-first, as to the twentieth, verse. 

Ver. 22. A remnant unto Jacob (namely, to 
the people of Israel). This remnant was the king- 
dom of Judah. — Out of him [Solomon] a root 
| Rehoboam] unto David. 

Ver. 23. And of his seed, etc. The Greek 
text at this point makes no intelligible sense. 
Hence, Bretschneider, Fritzsche, and others are 
naturally of the opinion, as well from this fact 
as from the arrangement of clauses, that the 
Greek translator did not render the original cor- 
rectly. Fritzsche supposes that there stood in the 


Hebrew: ype yey DVD (And he left behind 
him) from the seed of Ammon A fool (and one that 
had no understanding, R.). Possibly, however, the 


Hebrew may have contained the name of Reho- 
boam’s mother: And he left behind him of the 


seed of Naamah (7139), etc. — “Israel” and 


“Ephraim” are designations of the ten tribes, 
in distinction from the tribe of Judah. 
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Cuapter XLVIIL. 


1 Anp Elias rose up a prophet like * fire, 
And his word burnt like a torch ; ? 
2  Who® brought a famine * upon them, 
And by his zeal he diminished their number. 
8 By the word of the Lord he shut up heaven,° ' 
And so ® three times brought down fire. 
4. O Elias, how wast thou made glorious" in thy wondrous deeds ! 
And who is like thee that he may glory!* 
5 Who didst raise up a dead man from death, 
And from Hades,® by the word of the Most High ; 
Who broughtest kings down” to destruction, 
And honorable men from their bed ; 
Who heardest the rebuke on™ Sinai, 
And on Horeb the sentence of punishment ;¥ 
Who anointedst kings for retribution,” 
And prophets as his successors ; 
Who wast taken up in a whirlwind of fire, 
In a chariot with * fiery horses ; 
10 Who wast written of in reproofs for special times,” 
To pacify wrath before its outbreak,” 
To turn the heart of the father to the son,"® 
And to restore the tribes of Jacob. 
11 Blessed are they that see * thee, and are adorned with ” love; 
For we also shall surely be alive.” 
12 Elias ¢¢ was, who disappeared in ” a whirlwind ; 
And Elisee *8 was filled with his spirit. 
And * whilst he lived, he wavered before no * prince, 
Neither could any bring him into subjection. 
13 No matter was too great for him ;*° 
And in” death his body prophesied. 
14 He did also * wonders in his life, 
And in * death were his works marvelous. 
15 ‘For all this the people repented not, 
Neither departed they from their sins, 
Till they were carried as spoil out ® of their land, 
And were scattered in * all the earth. 
And * there remained a small people, 
And a ruler in the house of David ; 
16 Of whom some did what was pleasing,® 
And some multiplied sins. 


for) 


om Coy os 


Vers. 1-8.—1 A. V.: Then stood up (al avéorn) Elias the prophet as. 2 lamp (Aaurds = 5, . Cf. Gen. xv. 17) 


3 He (és). 4 sore (248. Co. have ioxvpév) famine. 5 the heaven (marg., made heaven to hold up. According to 
present usage, it should be “‘ heaven ”’ or ‘‘ the heavens ”’). 6 And (Fritzsche receives cai from H. 55. 248. 253. Co. 
Old Lat. and 106, by a second hand; text. rec. omits) also (odrws. It is dotted in X., and omitted in H. 248. 253. Co. Old 
Lat. Cf. Com.). 

Vers. 4-7. —7 A. V.: honoured (hardly strong enough for édo0fac@ns here). 8 who may glory like unto thee (ris 
Op.ords cor KavxauOar), 9 his soul (H. 248. 258. Co. add Wuxi) from the place of the dead (marg., grave). 10 omits 
down (the force of kara in the verb). 1 rebuke of the Lord (H. 248. 253. Co. add xupiov) in. 12 in Horeb (Xwp7B) * 
the judgment of vengeance (kpiuara éxducjoews). 

Vers. 8-11.—1° A. V.: to take revenge (cis avraméSoua). 14 to succeed after him (marg., thee. See Com.). 
1 Andin..... of. 16 ordained for (I adopt the marginal rendering. See Com.)... . in their times. 17 the wrath 
of the Lord’s judgment (H. 248. Co. add kpicews kupiov after opyjv. See Com.) before it break forth into fury. 8 And 
(Fritzsche strikes out «ai, with III. X. 106. 155. 157. 248. 296. Co.) to turn the heart of the father unto the son. 
19 saw (see Com.). 20 slept in (I adopt marginal rendering. See Com.). 21 we shall surely live (see Com.). 

Vers. 12-16.—#2 A. V.: was covered with (éoxerao6n, but in the sense of was enshrouded, disappeared). % Bliseus. 
24 omits And. 25 was not moved with the presence of any (sing. ; 248. Co., ad apxdvTwr). 26 No word could over- 
come him. 27 after his (see Com.). 28 omits also. 29 at his (248. Co. add avrov). 380 their (Fritzsche receives 
airov from X. H. 55. 106. 155. al. Co. Old Lat.)... . spoiled and carried out (émpovopevOynoav, were ravaged, plundered ; 


248. Co., mpocvouedOyoav. The Greek presupposes that YOW stood in the original ; but probably it was yaw 
The A. V. has included both ideas, and perhaps it is best so translated, as above), 31 scattered through (III. X. 106. 


157. 248. 253, Co. read dteckopricOncayr ; text. rec., ecxopricOncay).  %2 Yet.  %8 that which was pleasing (7d apeorov) 
to God. ' 


ECCLESIASTICUS. 





17 Ezekias fortified his city, 
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And brought the Gihon into their midst ;* 
He digged through ? the hard rock with iron, 


And built wells for water.* 
18 
And he dispatched Rapsaces ; 


In his time Sennacherim * came up ; 
5 and he departed,® 


And lifted‘ up his hand against Sion, 
: And boasted proudly in his insolence.® 


19 


Then trembled their hearts and hands, 


And they were in pain, as those ® in travail. 


20 


And” they called upon the Lord who is merciful, 


Stretching out ” their hands towards him ; 
And quickly ® the Holy One heard them out of heaven, 
And delivered them by the hand of Esaias."* 


21 
22 


He smote the host of the Assyrians, 
And his angel destroyed them. 
For Ezekias did ¥ the thing that pleased the Lord, 


And was strong in” the ways of David his father, 


As Esaias the prophet, 


Who was great and trustworthy * in his visions,” had commanded him. 


23 


Tn his time the sun went backward, 


And he lengthened the king’s life. 


24 


He saw by an excellent spirit ” the last things,” 


And he comforted them that mourned in Sion. 
He showed what should be * for ever, 
And the secret things before they took place.* 


Vers. 17-20. —1 A. V.: in water (airav rov Twy; IIT. 55. 
2 omits through (the verb épiccw has also this meaning, to dig through, i. e., make a canal 


into the midst thereof. 


106. 155, al. Co. Old Lat. Syr. Ar., avrijs Swp. See Com.) 


5 And sent (kai améareAc) Rabsaces. 


248. Co. connect these words with xetpa avrod, omitting cat émfpe, but probably 


through). 3 made wells (xpyjvas) for waters. 4 Sennacherib. 

6 omits and he departed («ai amjpev ; 

by mistake. Fritzsche adopts xetpa from IIT. 56. 106. 155. 248. 254. Co. Old Lat.; text. rec., with II. K., 9 xelp). 
7 lift. 8 omits in his insolence (év — Fritzsche adopts it from H. 106. 155. 157. Co. — wmepndavia, which are found 


after the verb ¢ueyadavxycev). 2 women (at). 
13 immediately (raxv ; taxvs, H.; 248. Co. omit). 

Vers. 21-24. —15A.V.: had done. 
18 faithful. 
it might be rendered, in high inspiration.) 
éooueva). 


CHAPTER 


Ver. 3. And so. In the same manner as he 
had closed (lit., held back, avécxev) heaven, namely, 
by the word of the Lord. Odrws is omitted in some 
of the MSS., apparently because its force was not 
understood. 

Ver. 5. See, at 1 Kings xvii. 17-24, the ac- 
count of the raising of the lad at Sarepta. 

Ver. 6. Honorable (men) from their bed. 
He brought them from their bed into destruction. 
The case of Ahaziah is probably meant. See 
2 Kings i. 4, 16. 

Ver. 7. See 1 Kings xix. 7-19. 

Ver. 8. The kings referred to are Hazael and 
Jehu. — And prophets, There was but one 
prophet meant, Elisha, and the plural is used in 
order to keep the thought somewhat vague and 
general. See Winer, p. 175. — His successors. 
The author, inadvertently as it would seem, leaves 
the second person for the third. 

Ver. 10. The verses 10-12 and the first part 
of the 13th were regarded by Bretschneider, 
whom Bunsen’s Bibelwerk here follows, as an 
addition by a later hand, founded on Mal. iv. 5, 6. 
Cf. also Is. xlix. 6; Mart. xvii. 10,11, Mark im 

f 26 


10 But. 
14 ministry (xetpé) of Esay. 
16 (évicxucev, in the sense of held firmly to.) 
19 vision (to be understood, however, collectively). 
21 what should come to pass at the last (see Com.). 
23 And secret things or ever they came (mpiv } wapayevér dae aura). 





1 which is. 12 And stretched out (éxmetdécavtes). 

17 As (lit., which) Hsay. 

20 (Lit., a great spirit, i. e., the divine Spirit, and 
? ? ? p ? 

22 come to pass (Ta 


; 


XLVIIft. 


11, 12; Luke i.17. That the verses are founded 
on the passage in Malachi may, however, be 
granted, without our being compelled to accept, 
at the same time, the theory that they are a later 
addition. Much depends on the way in which 
they are ght ides —‘O kararypapels év eAeypors 
eis Katpovs, Who wast written of (or enrolled, regis- 
tered) in reproofs for special times.’ The propheti- 
eal utterances of Malachi concerning Elijah are 
evidently intended. — Kowdca: dpyhv po Ovuod, To 
pacify wrath before its outbreak, 7. ¢., before it 
becomes @%yos, the active principle of anger. 

Ver. 11. Blessed (are) they that see thee (oi 
iddvres ce). The Hebrew was probably ? AIT, 
and should obviously have been rendered by 
of dpavres oe, who see thee, or shall sce thee, 
namely, when he thus came. — Kal of év &yamhoet 
kekoounuevol, and are adorned with love. The 
reading «kexomnuéevor found in 155. 248, 253. 254. 
296. Co., and adopted by the A. V., is an evident 
correction based on the doctrine of the resurrec- 
tion, which it was supposed the author ought 
to teach. —Ka) yap nyuets (wi (noducda, For we, 
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also, shall surely be alive. This passage has 
caused great difficulty ; but the author seems in 
it simply to express the confident hope that they 
should live to see the happy day spoken of. 

Ver. 13. His body prophesied. Bunsen’s 
Bibelwerk and others think, if the common text 1s 
followed, the author made a mistake, imputing 
the incident related of Elijah (2 Chron. xxi. 121.) 
to Elisha. But it is far more probable that what 
is said of Elisha at 2 Kings xiii. 21, is meant, 
where the body of a dead man placed in the 
prophet’s grave revived. Still, the phraseology is 
peculiar. Some (Grotius) would take empophtevoe 
in the sense of showed prophetic (i. e., miraculous) 
power. Fritzsche conjectures that here, too, the 
Greek translator is in error, having read Y3F, 
which the author had written as though it were 


S23: The latter said, according to this view, 
that in death the body of Elisha was touched, 
leaving to be supplied by the memory what the 
result was. The former theory, however, appears 
to us to be quite as worthy of acceptance. It is 
simply meant that Elisha, even after death, con- 
tinued to exercise prophetic (7. e., supernatural) 





power, in that a miracle was performed by his 
dead body. ‘The following verse supports this 
view. 

Ver. 17. A’ray rby Téy. The pronoun refers 
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. The A. V. 
adopted the reading adrijs téwp, which is sup- 
orted by the authorities above given. The MSS. 
55. and 254. have abrav fdwp; and H., abrijs Tov 
ynwp. Fritzsche’s conjecture that ]VT1I-IN, the 
Gihon, stood in the original (cf. 1 Kings i. 33), 
which the translator put in the form found in the 
text, seems probable. In 2 Chron. xxxii. 30 (cf. 
2 Kings xx. 20) it is said that Hezekiah also 
stopped the upper source or issue of the “ water- 
course of Gihon.” From this river, then, the 
water was taken for Jerusalem, and it was done 
in the early part of this king’s reign, and so is 
properly mentioned by our author at the begin- 
ning of his account of the acts of Hezekiah. 


Ver. 24. “Ecxara = OTS, which means 
properly the last or extreme part; hence, here, the 


end of time, the last things. Cf. Gen. xlix.1; 2 
Kings xx. 17, 18. 





CHAPTER XLIX. 


1 Tue remembrance of Josias 7s like the composition of the perfume,} 
Prepared by the labor of the apothecary ;? 
It is sweet as honey in every mouth,® 
And as music at a banquet of wine. 
2 He was prospered * in the conversion of the people, 
And took away the abominations of transgression.® 
3 He directed his heart unto the Lord; 
In * the time of transgressors he maintained godliness.” 
4 All, except David and Ezekias and Josias, went widely astray,® 
For they forsook the law of the Most High ; 
The ® kings of Judah disappeared ; 1° 
5 For they delivered up ™ their power unto others, 
And their glory to a foreign ” nation. 
6 They burnt the chosen city of the sanctuary, 
And made her * streets desolate, according to the prophecy of Jeremias ; 


7 For they treated him ill, 


And he was sanctified as a prophet in the ® womb : 

That he might root out, and afflict, and destroy ; 

That in like manner he might build !° and plant. 
8 Ezekiel” saw the glorious vision, 

Which he showed * him upon the chariot of the cherubim ; ® 
9 For he made mention of the enemy in” rain, 


Vers. 1-3. —1 Or excellent, perfumed, incense. See Com. 


Fritzsche adopts the gen. from X.; 248. Co., the dat.) by the art (Epye ; IIL 155. épyov) 


8 all mouths. 


as rendering for mb>en in an intransitive sense). 
he established the worship of God (xaticxuae Thy evo¢Bevav. 

Vers. 4-7. —8 A. V.: were defective (see Com.). 
Dereser, Fritzsche, Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, and others. 


evil (in IT. ev xeupt ‘I. is joined to this member) 
16 And that he... . build up also. 


Vers. 8-10.—7 A. V.: It was Ezekiel who (this rendering is based on the traditional reading 


9 Even the. 


e ; If failure in keeping the law was meant, we should have expected 
katéAurov, as just before. Cf. also following, which is falsely rendered in the A. V.). 


yap; 155. and Co., by a corrector, éwxe ; 248. Co. omit yap). 


- 
2 A. V.: That is made (text. rec., érxevacpévov. 
of the apothecary (see Com.). 


* behaved himself uprightly (I adopt the marginal reading. The Greek is carevOivdn, but probably 
5 iniquity (avoutas). 


6 And in. 7 the ungodly (avopnwv) 


See Com.). 
10 failed (¢éAurov. I render with Luther, 


11 Therefore he gave (éwxay 


12 strange. 18 the (see Com.). 14 entreated him 


r 45 Who nevertheless was a prophet sanctified in his mother’s. 


*IeGexthA Os, instead of 


*IeGexujdos. The latter form of the word is found in Josephus, and though not to have been expected here, is to be 


adopted in preference to the other abnormal construction). 
»® enemies under the figure of the (see Com.), 


18 was shewed (iréSe.gev, namely, God). 1 cherubims. 
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And did good unto! them that went aright.’ 


~ He comforted also Jacob,’ 


And delivered them by an 4 


assured hope. 


10. And the twelve prophets, 
Let their bones revive again from their grave. 

11 How shall we magnify Zorobabel ? 
He also ® was as a signet on the right hand ; 

12 Sowas Jesus son’ of Josedec, 
Who in their time’ builded the house, 
And set up the ® holy temple to the Lord, 
Which was prepared for everlasting glory. 

‘13 And great is the memory of Neemias,’ 

Who raised up for us the walls that were fallen, 
And set up gates with bolts,” 
And raised up our dwellings.” 

14 Upon ” the earth was not one * created like Enoch ; 
For he was taken up ™ from the earth. 

15 Neither was there a man born like unto Joseph, 
A governor of his ® brethren, a stay of the people ; 

And they cared for his bones.” 
16 Sem and Seth were in great honor ™ among men ; 


And Adam was } above every living thing in the creation. 


Vers. 9, 10.—1 A. V.: directed (marg., did good (unto). 
tius suggests 7yd@wce, suspecting a mistranslation). 


2 right. 
H. 55. 155. 258. 254. Old Lat. and in all but 253., together with 106. 157., yép instead of 6). 


Gr., ayabdoat ; H. 106. 157. 248. 253. Co., kardpPwoe ; Gro- 
3 For they comforted J. (the plur. is found in III. 
4 omits an (see Com.). 


5 And of the twelve prophets let the memorial be blessed (so 248. Co.), And let .. . . flourish again out of their place 


(see xlvi. 12). 


Vers. 11-13. —® A. V.: Even he. 7 the son. 


the gates and the bars. 
was houses). 


Vers. 14-16. —12 A. V.: But upon. 13 no man. 


8 a (see following line, ‘‘ The house.” 
at Jerusalem is meant; tert. rec. has Aadv ; Fritzsche receives vaév from III. 55. 106. al. Co. Old Lat.). 

elect (so H. 248. Co.) was N. (Cod. II. agrees with X. Ald. m reading vénovow), Whose renown is great. 
11 ruins again (ra oixéreda Tudv. Lit., the sites of our houses. A secondary meaning 


14 omits up. 
regarded of the Lord (érecxényoay ; H. 248. Co., émevxéry v7 kupiov). 


The well-known temple 
® among the 
10 set up 


16 Whose bones were 
18 so was Adam 


15 (Not in the Greek.) 
17 (éofdcOnoav.) 


CHAPTER XLIX. 


Ver. 1. Sdvbcow Oumduaros. The first word, 
compound, is to be understood in the sense of 
good, excellent. In the original probably stood 
OMAR 772, perfumed incense. Cf. Ex. 
xxy..6, xxxi. 11, in the Hebrew and Greek. — 
Apothecary (uupepod). Cf. XXxXVili. 8. 

Ver. 2. Was prospered, karev0ivéyn. This 
Greek word is probably given as the rendering of 
moyn, with the meaning given. Cf. Dan. vi. 
28, and Ez. v. 8, in the Hebrew and Greek. — 
In the conversion of the people, éy émorpopi 
Aaod. This word occurs only once in the New 
Testament in the present sense, namely, at Acts 
xy. 8. Cf, however, Ecclus. xviii. 21. 

Ver. 3. Karloxuce thy edaéBeiay, held fast, or 
remained firm in, maintained piety. Others would 
render, he made piety strong, i.e., caused it to win 
influence and power. The Hebrew was doubtless 
YEN or aM. 

Ver. 4. TAnupérciav erAnumedAncay. Were 
defective (A. V.) is not strong enough; better, 
greatly erred, went widely astray. Lit., erred an 
error. The verb means, first, to make a false note 
in music. Bretschneider justly calls attention to 
the fact that there were other relatively good 


kings: “ Omisisse auctor videtur Josaphatum et, 
Joasum.” Cf. 1 Kings xxii. 41-44; 2 Kings xii. 
2, 3. 


Ver. 6. "Ev xeipl ‘Iepeulov. The rendering of 
the A. V., according to the prophecy of Jeremiuh, is 


the common one. Fritzsche, however, would 
translate, in closer harmony with verse 7, on ac- 
count of Jeremiah, i.e., so far as he was misused. 
This was the ground of the punishment visited 
upon the city of Jerusalem. 

Ver. 9. Made mention of, éuvjcéy. The 
‘Hebrew was doubtless (23, which is also ren- 


dered in the LXX. by émpyvdouat, at Jer. xx. 9.— 
‘Ev duBpy. Among the many attempts to explain 
this difficult passage, that of Fritzsche — who 
thinks that the translator made a mistake in the 
original word, taking OTD for DYID, in anger 
| — seems the most deserving of credit. The pas- 
isage would then read: Ezekiel thought of (or made 
'mention of) his enemy in anger, i.e., predicted in 
indignation their overthrow. Still, the A. V. 
‘may not, after all, be incorrect in sense. At 
Ezekiel xxxviii. 22, we read: “ And I will plead 
against him with pestilence and with blood; and 
‘J will rain upon him, and upon his bands, and 
upon the many people that are with him, an over- 
flowing rain, and great hailstones, fire, and brim- 
atone.” The LXX., however, unexpectedly uses 
here serdés (Latin, pluvia), the word for common 
jrain, instead of 8uBpos (Latin, ¢mber) as in our 
passage.” The last two members of the 10th 
verse, as it would seem from the context, properly 
belong here at the close of the 9th. So Bret- 
schneider and Fritzsche. They were probably at 
first misplaced by a copyist. 


| 
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CHAPTER L. 


1 Son the high priest, son? of Onias it was,? 
Who in his life repaired ® the house,* 
And in his days fortified ® the temple. r 
And by him was built from the foundation to double the height, 
The high supporting wall * about the temple; ~ 
In his days a water receiver was molten 
From copper, in compass like the laver.' 
He took care ® of his people that they ° should not fall, 
And fortified the city against besieging. 
How glorious he was ” in the midst of * the people, 
When he came out from behind the vail ! ” 
As 8 the morning star in the midst * of a cloud ; 7 
As the moon at the full ;” ‘ 
As the sun shining upon the temple of the Most High ; 
And as the rainbow ® giving light in the bright clouds ; * 
8 As” the flower of roses in spring ; 
As lilies by a fountain of water ; aa 
As a shoot 2 of the frankincense tree in the days ** of summer 5 
9 As fire and incense in the censer ; 
As a vessel of beaten gold 
Set °° with all kinds of ” precious stones ; 
10 As an® olive tree putting * forth fruit ; 
And as a cypress tree lifting itself into ® the clouds. 
11 When he took * the robe of honor, | 
And was clothed with the perfection of glory,” 
When he went up to the holy altar, 
He made the fore court of the temple glorious.* 
12 But * when he took the portions out of the priests’ hands, 
And he® stood by the hearth * of the altar, 
A garland of brethren round about him,” 
He was * as a young cedar on™ Libanus ; 
And as ‘palm trees “° compassed they him round about. 
18 And“! all the sons of Aaron were * in their glory, 
And offerings for “® the Lord were “ in their hands, before all the congregation of 
Israel. 


oOo Fe jw wd 


for) 


Vers. 1-8. —1 A. V.: The (as 248. Co.) son. 2 omits it was. 3 (Lit., stitched underneath, patched up.) 4 house 
again. 5 (See Com.) 6 foundation the double height, The high fortress of the wall (see Com.). 7 cistern to 
receive water (amodoxetov — IIT. X. al., the plur. I follow Fritzsche —vdaTwv), being in compass as the sea (@adagons, 
but obviously the Javer of the temple is referred to), was covered with plates of brass (cAarounOyn .. . . XaAKods. The 
former, a conjecture of Fritzsche ; MSS., 7AarTéOy. On the latter, see Com. Some MSS. have Aaxxos). 

Vers. 4-7. — 8 See Com. 9 A. V.: the temple that 7. 10 was he honoured (éd0fac6y. Some MSS. have the 
second person). 11 (More probably ‘‘as he turned towards *? See Com.) 12 In Ais coming out of the sanctuary 
(marg., Gr., the house of the veil. ‘The Holiest of All was meant). 18 He was as. 14 (ev péow, inarift? Cf., how- 
ever, Is. xiv. 14.) 16 (plur. X. 28. 106. 157. 248. Co.) 16 And as, 17 (Lit., full of days; H. 248. Co. Old Lat., 
full of her days.) 18 rainbow (cf. xliii. 11). 19 Lit., clouds of glory. 

Vers. 8-11. — 20 A. V.: And as. 21 the spring of the year (lit., in the days of the new, fruits being understood). 
22 the rivers of waters (én é&d8wv. Codd. III. X. 28., and many others, have for the latter the dat. sing., which 
Fritzsche adopts. Of. Is. xli. 18). 23 And as the branches (BAacrés. See Com.). 24 time (the literal rendering is 
better). 25 And as. 26 set (kekoonyucvoy. So Fritzsche renders. Others, adorned). 27 manner of (this idea is 
contained in marr‘). 28 And asa fair (evmpemjs is added in H. 248. Co. Cf. xxiv. 14), 29 budding (the verb is 
avabdAAw, to shoot up again; and trans., tv cause to flourish, bloom again). 80 which groweth up to (dyoupern). 
31 put on (avadapBaverv). 82 (It refers to the splendor of his official robes. Cf. xlv. 8, ‘‘ perfect glory.’’) 83 gar- 
ment of holiness honourable (wepiBoAyv aytaopatos. The A. VY. is clearly incorrect in its rendering). 


Vers. 12,18.— 54 A. V.: omits But (8€). 85 He himself. 86 (This Greek word is sometimes used to render 3 
TT 


the upper surface (of an altar), and ADD, rim, border of the same). 37 Compassed with his (arépavos adecApav after 
KukAdGev aro. But IT. X. Ald., ‘‘ He was the crown of his brethren ....about”’).... about. 38 omits He was. 
89 in. 40 (Lit., trunks of palms, which are noted for their straightness and beauty.) 41 So were. 42 omits were. 
43 the oblations (mpoodopd. Cf. ver. 14, where the A. V. renders by “‘ offering ”’) of. 44 omits were. 
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14 And having finished? the service at the altars,” 
~ That he might adorn the offering of the Most High, Almighty, 
15 _Hestretched out his hand to the cup, 
And poured out ® of the blood of the grape: 
He poured it 4 out at the foot of the altar, 
A sweetsmelling savor unto the Most High, King of all. 
16 Then shouted the sons of Aaron ; 
They sounded with trumpets of beaten metal,® 
They ° made a great noise to be heard, 
For a remembrance before the Most High. 
17 ~—‘ Then all the people together hasted, 
And fell down to the earth upon their faces 
To worship their Lord, 
The Almighty God, Most High." 
18 The singers also sang praises with their voices, 
In the spacious temple was * made sweet melody. 
19 And the people besought the Lord Most® High, 
By prayer before him that is merciful, 
Till the glorious worship ” of the Lord was ended, 
And they had finished his service. 
20 ‘Then he went down, and lifted up his hands 
Over the whole congregation of the sons " of Israel, 
To give the blessing of the Lord with his lips, 
And to rejoice in his name. 
21 And they bowed themselves down to worship the second time, 
That they might receive the ” blessing from the Most High. 
22 And now * bless ye the God of all, 
Who * doeth wondrous things every where, 
Who prospereth * our days from the womb, 
And dealeth with us according to his mercy. 
23 May” he grant us * joyfulness of heart, 
And that peace may be in our days in Israel as in time past.” 
24 May his mercy be continually * with us, 
And may he redeem us in his time. 
25 Two nations my soul ” abhorreth, 
And the third is no nation : 
26 They that sit upon the mountain of Sier, the Philistines,” 
And the * foolish people that dwell in Sichem.” 
27 I, Jesus, son of Sirach * of Jerusalem 
Have * written in this book sagacious and intelligent doctrine,” 
Who out of his heart poured forth wisdom. 
28 Blessed is he who shall employ himself with ® these things, 
And he that layeth them up in his heart shall become wise ; 


Vers. 14, 15.—1 A. V.: finishing the service (ouvvréAcvav Acctovpyav. The former word may be construed adverbially, 
asin the A. V.; but Fritzsche supposes that it represented the direct object in the original). 2 altar (III. H. 68. 248. 
Ald. Co. Old Lat. have the sing.). 3 poured (éoreucev, 2. €., made a libation, poured a drink offering). 4 omits it. 

Vers. 16-20. —5 A. V. : And sounded the silver trumpets (marg., trumpets beaten forth with the hammer). 6 And. 
7 The Lord God Almighty, the most High. 8 with great variety of sounds was there (év mAciotw oixm ; 106. 157. 
248. Co. have nxw). 9 the most. 10 solemnity (kogpos. The art. is prefixed in X. 55. 248. 254. Co. The word is 
generally rendered by “‘ worship.’ But this is an extraordinary rendering for kécmos, and it is likely that something 
stood in the original meaning glory, honor, which the Greek word might well represent). U children. 

Vers. 21-24.—2A.V.: a. 13 Now therefore. 14 (Fritzsche receives ravrwy from III. X. al. for raves 
of text. rec.) 15 Which only (248. Co. add povor). 16 Which exalteth (rdv bpodvra, but in the sense given. 
The A. V. is not clear). 17 omits May. 48 (God. II., with III., 155. Ald. read duty ; but ef. context.) 19 for 
ever (see Com. ‘The rendering of the A. V. does not agree with the context, ‘in our days for ever,” and is not 
grammatically exact). 20 That,he would confirm (éumucrevoa. Cf. Com.) his mercy. 21 deliver (Avtpwodcw) 

at. 
a 25-29. — 22 A. V.: There be two manner of nations which my heart. 23 Samaria (see Com.), And they that 
dwell among the Philistines (so H. 248. Co.). 24 that (Fritzsche receives the article from III. X. 55. al.). 25 (Gr., 
Dexiuors, from Zueiwa.) 26 omits I. 27 the son of 8. (Cod. II. agrees with IIL. 55. 106. 155. 157. al. in adding 
*EXedgop). 8 hath (Co. Old Lat., third per. sing.).  ° the instruction of understanding and knowledge. —®° ts he 
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29 For if he do them, he shall be strong to all things ; 
For the light of the Lord leadeth him.t 


that shall be exercised in. 


1 Lit., “his trace is the light of the Lord.” A. V. adds, Who giveth wisdom to the 


godly. Blessed be the Lord for ever. Amen, Amen. So H. 55. 248. 254. Co. 


Cuarter L. 


Ver. 1. For remarks on the high priest Simon, 
see Introduction, pp. 278, 279.— Son of Onias. 
The name “ Onias” does not occur until a late 
period in Jewish history. Its origin is doubtful. 
Five high priests, at different times, bore the 
title. Cf article “Onias” in Smith’s Bib. Dict. 
— Fortified, éorepéwoe; Heb., 77; which might 
be used also in the sense of renewed, restored. 

Ver. 2. ’AvdAnuua. It means, first, any ele- 
vated structure ; then, that which is used for repatr- 
ing; and in the plural, walls for underpropping. 
It is used in the LXX., at 2 Chron. xxxii. 5, for 
the fortification “Millo” on one side of the 
temple mountain. Here it might perhaps be 
best translated foundation, or supporting wall. De 
Wette, followed by Bunsen’s Birehoere, renders 
the last member (in the first most are agreed) : 
“ The high, supporting wall of the temple circuit.” 
Linde and Dereser: “The high citadel which 
surrounded the temple.’ Gutmann: ‘“ To the 
wall which surrounded the sanctuary.” Herz- 
feld: “In a high supporting structure of the 
circle about the temple.” Fritzsche, both mem- 
bers: “ And by him was carried up, to double the 
height of the surrounding wall, The height of the 
wall of the sanctuary.” 

Ver. 38. We read with Fritzsche for 7AatT#On, 


which makes no sense, éAarouhdn, Heb.. ALM, 


hewn, hammered out, or freely molten. — From cop- 
per, in compass like the laver. Some would con- 
nect xyaAkds with the preceding member. Jn his 
days was molten a water receiver from copper, in 
compass like the laver, i.e., the so-called “ brazen 
sea.” On xaAxds, cf. remarks at 1 Esd. viii. 57. 
Ver. 4. povtiCew, according to Graetz, corre- 
sponds, not as Fritzsche supposes to the Hebrew 
awn, but to WJ, Cf. Geschichte d. Volkes Is., 


ii., 2 Theil, p. 237. It might then mean: He 
sought for his people, etc.; or, also, the meaning 
above given. 

Ver. 5. Ev mepiotpopf. The people were 
accustomed on festival occasions to march around 
the temple; and that, as it seems probable, is 
what is here referred to. So Ewald, Fritzsche, 
and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk. Gaab and Wahl: “ when 
he turned towards the people.” The rendering of 
the A. V. is the common one; but it gives an 
unusual meaning to repictpopn. 


Ver. 8. Frankincense tree, A:Bdvov. Some 
commentators translate by Lebanon, and under- 
stand the reference in “ shoot of Lebanon ”’ to the 
young cedars. But this view does not harmonize 
80 well with the context. The frankincense tree 





(arbor thuris) was not indeed a native of Pales- 
tine. ‘The Hebrews imported the product from 
Arabia. —In summer, 7.e., when incisions were 
made in the bark, and the aroma was conse- 
quently most observable. 

Ver. 14, Altars. The altar of burnt offering 
and the altar of incense are meant. 

Ver. 15. WapBaciAe?, King of all. This word 
is found nowhere else in the LXX. 

Ver. 16. ’EAarais. Lit., hammered, beaten out. 
It is possibly used here in the sense of finely made, 
of skilled workmanship. So Fritzsche. —For a 
remembrance, 7.¢., that the Most High might be 
mindful of the people. 

Ver. 23. Kata Tas fuépas tod aidvos. Lit., 
according to the days of the Aton. It might be ren- 
dered, as in time past, i.e., in the whole previous 
period of Jewish history ; or, in the far past. 

Ver. 24. ’Eumoredoa. The Hebrew was prob- 
ably 71:83, one of whose meanings is abide, be 


enduring, permanent, which seems to be more ap- 
propriate here. It is used of a covenant at Ps. 
Ixxxix. 28. The rendering would then be as 
above. — Autpwcdc iw. The verb signifies, liter- 
ally, to bring forward a ransom, the active being 
used of the person who receives it. Hence the 
derived sense is, to release on receipt of a ransom ; 
and ‘in the middle voice, to release by the payment 
of a ransom. Of. Cremer, Lex., s.'v. Here, ap- 
parently, a political, and not a spiritual, redemp- 
tion is meant. 

Ver. 26. The Old Latin, against the testi- 
mony of all the Greek MSS., gives for “ moun- 
tain of Samaria” “mount Seir,” “in Monte Seir,” 
which is clearly the correct reading, since the 
third clause —‘‘the foolish people that dwell at 
Sichem ” — refers to the Samaritans. The Syriac 
and Arabic versions support the Old Latin. Their 
rendering corresponds to yal mountain country, 
which was used as a designation of a district in 
the Edomite mountains Cf. Jos., Antiq., ii. 1, 
§ 2; iii. 2, §1. Accordingly, the three peoples 
meant are the Edomites, Philistines, and Samari- 
tans. The reason why the Samaritans are called 
“no people” is perhaps because they were of 
mixed origin, and ‘ foolish” because of their 
idolatry and wickedness in general ; or, possibly, 
in allusion to the old name of Sichem, “ Moreh.” 
—Sichem. The later Neapolis and the present 
Nabulus. It was here that our Saviour had the 
interesting conversation with the Samaritan wo- 
man at the well. See John iy. 3 ff. The form 
given to the Greek word here (see Yext. Notes) is 
oceasionally found in the LXX. elsewhere. 


CuHApPTeR LI. 


1 I witt thank thee, O Lord and King, 
And praise thee, O God my Saviour ; 
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I do give thanks? unto thy name ; 
2 For thou wast? my defender and helper, 
And didst deliver * my body from destruction, 
And from the snare of a* slanderous tongue, 
From lips that practice deception ; ® 
And wast * my helper against mine adversaries 37 
3 And didst deliver ® me, according to the multitude of thy mercies and thy ° name, 
From the teeth of those ready to devour me,” 
Out ” of the hand * of such as sought after my life, 
From ** the many * afflictions which I had: 
4 From suffocating fire * on every side, 
And from the midst of the fire which I kindled not ; 
5 From the depth of the pit of Hades,” 
And #8 from an unclean tongue, 
And from lying words to the king, 
From the slander of an unrighteous tongue.” 
6 My soul drew near unto * death, 
And *# my life was near to Hades beneath. 
7 They compassed me on every side, 
And there was none to help ; * 
I looked for succor from men, 
And * there was none. 
8 And I thought of * thy mercy, O Lord, 
And of thy acts from of old,” 
That thon deliveredst 7’ such as waited ** for thee, 
And savedst * them out of the hand ® of the enemy.™ 
9 And I lifted ® up my supplication from * the earth, 
And prayed for deliverance from death. 
10 Icalled upon the Lord, my Father and™ Lord, 
That he would not leave me in the days of aftliction,® 
In * the time of the proud, when there was no help. 
11 ‘I will praise thy name continually, 
And will sing praise with thanksgiving : 
Yea my prayer was heard ; 
12 For thou savedst me from destruction, 
And deliveredst me from the evil time ; 
Therefore will I give thanks to thee,** and praise thee, 
And bless the name of the ® Lord. 
13 When I was yet young, before “ I went abroad,* 
I sought * wisdom openly in my prayer. 
14 Iprayed for her before the temple, 
And will seek her out even to the end. 
15 In her bloom my heart delighted as in the ripening grape ; “ 
- Through her ** my foot went the right way, 


Vers. 1,2.—1A.V.: praise (cf. first line). 2 art (¢yévov. Some past danger is referred to). 3 hast preserved 
(€vtpdow. Cf. ver. 3). 4 the. 5 And from the lips that forge lies (see Cov.). 6 hast been. 7 Lit., 
those who stood by me, but to be taken in a hostile sense ; 248. Co. have av@eorykdtwv for mapeotnKétwv. Fritzsche 
strikes out the yo: before BoyOds, as wanting in III. X. 56. al. 

Vers. 3-5. — 8A. V.: hast delivered. 9 greatness of thy. 10 teeth (marg., the gnashing, which is literal. Prob- 
ably éx,Bpvxévrwyv would have better rendered the original. Cf. Matt. viii. 12) of them that were. M1 (Lit., ready for 
prey.) 1% Andout. 1 hands. 14 And from. 15 manifold (7Aedvwr). 16 the choking of fire (for mupds of 
the text. rec., Fritzsche adopts wvpas from III. X. 106. 155. 157. Ald. It is found in the LXX. only in the Apoc.). 
17 belly of Hell. 18 omits And. 19 words, By an accusation (Fritzsche adopts the gen. from III. X. 28, 55. al. ; 
text. rec., 6aBoAy) to the king from an unrighteous tongue. 

Vers. 6-10. —@9 A. V. : even unto. 21 omits And (so 254.). 22 the Hell. 23 no man to help me. 24 the 
succour of men, but. 25-Then thought I upon. 26 upon thy acts of old (ris am’ aidvos). 27 Flow thou deliver- 
est.  % wait. 2 savest.  % hands.  *1 enemies (dext. rec., @vav; III. X. 55. 106. 155. 157, 248. al. Co., éx@pav, 
which Fritzsche adopts). 82 Then (xac) lifted I. 38 (Fritzsche adopts a6 from ITI. X. 55. 106, 155. al. ; text. rec., 
éri.) 34 the Father of my (see Com.). 35 my trouble (OAtews. Cf. ver. 3). 36 And in. 

Vers. 11, 12. —87 A. V.: And so (marg., Because ; Kat). 38 omits to thee (adopted from III. X. 28. 55. 106. 155. 157. 
258. 254.). 39 thy name, 0 (so 55. 248. 254. Co.). 

Vers. 13-18. — 4° A. V.: or ever. 41 (See Com.) 42 desired (cf. ver. 14). 43 Even from the flower till the 
grape was ripe Hath my heart delighted in her (see Com.). 4 omits Through her, i. ¢., joined év adj to the preceding 
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From my youth up sought I after * her. 
16 I bowed down mine ear a little while,? and received her, 
And found for myself much instruction.’ 
17 Thad prosperity by her: * ; 
I will ® ascribe the glory unto him that gave® me wisdom. 
18 For I purposed to act according to" her, 
And earnestly I followed the ® good ; 
And so I shall not be ashamed.’ 
19 My soul wrestled for” her, 
And into the practice of the law I inquired closely ; 
I stretched forth my hands to the heaven above, 
And bewailed the errors caused by ignorance ¥ of her. 
20 I directed my soul unto her, 
And I found her in pureness ; 
I got understanding * with her from the beginning, 
Therefore shall I not be forsaken. 
21 And my heart was moved to seek her out ; 
Therefore I got * a good possession. 
22 The Lord gave me a tongue as * my reward, 
And I will praise him therewith. 
23 Draw near unto me, you uninstructed,” 
And dwell in the house of instruction,?® 
24 Since you are in want in these things,” 
And* your souls are very thirsty. 
25 J open my mouth, and say,” 
Buy her for yourselves without money ; 
26 Put your neck under the yoke, 
And let your soul receive instruction. 
She is hard at hand to find. 
27 Behold with your eyes, that I labored a little while,” 
And found for myself ** much rest. 
28 Get instruction * with a great sum of silver,” 
And you shall *° get much gold in ™ her. 
29 Let your soul rejoice in his mercy, 
And be not ashamed in * his praise. 
30 Work your work before the time,” 
And in his time he will give you your reward. 
member). 1 (Lit., traced.) 2 omits while (6Aéyov). 3 gat much learning. * profited therein (xpoxomy eyéverd 
pou ev av77y. The first word means progress, improvement, but the rendering given better suits the context. Bunsen’s 


Bibelwerk, with Fritzsche, Gedethen). 5 Therefore will I. 8 giveth. 7 do after (better as rendered, or practice 
her, tov movjoa avrjv).  § that whichis. So shall I not be confounded (aicyvv0d). 


Vers. 19-22. —10 A. V.: hath wrestled with (3 ort), 11 my doings I was exact (Fritzsche writes véuwov after 


rrowjoet, from conjecture, and it is adopted by Bunsen’s Bibelwerk ; text. rec., supported by IT. and X., Amood ; III. 106. 
155. 157. 254. offer pov. The word SinxpiBwoduny means, I inquired closely into, and so, further, to have an accurate 


knowledge of a thing). 12 my ignorances (better either as given, or transgressions against). 18 have had my heart 
joined (I adopt marg. rendering. See Com.). 14 My heart was troubled in seeking her. 1 have I gotten. 
16 hath given... . for. 

Vers. 23-30.— 17 A. V.: unlearned (cf. ver. 26). 18 learning. 19 Wherefore are you slow, and what say you of 
these things (the addition is found in 248. Go. Old Lat.). 20 Seeing. 21 Topened.... said. 22 how that I have 
had but little labour. 23 have gotten unto me. *4 Get (uetaoxere, lit., have part in) learning. 25 money 
(cf. following : apyupiov — xpuvaor). 26 omits you shall (it is often the force of the second of two imperatives con- 
nected by Kat), 27 by. 28 of (ev, t. €., in praising, to praise). °9 betimes (mpd xapod). 


Cuarrer LI. 


The heading of this chapter in the MSS.,—] It is, however, out of place in it ition ; 
Prayer of Jesus Son of Strack, like all the other : there ee 
headings of sections in the present book, is doubt-| think it must have originally stood before verses 
less a later addition. Still, it would appear from!27-29 of chapter 1., which bring the book to a 
the contents that the chapter itself was originally | proper conclusion. It is not now possible to de- 
written in Hebrew by the author of the present|cide whether this wrong position arose from an 
book, and translated into Greek by the same |error of later times, or was occasioned by the fact 
person who translated the remainder of the work. 'that the author really composed. it last, and it 


and Fritzsche, Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, and others. 
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was not known where he intended it should be 
placed. ‘= 

Ver. 2. "Epyaoudvwy Weddos, practice decep- 
tion (TW MWY). Cf Jer. vi. 13; viii. 10: 
“ dealeth falsely ” (A. V.). 

Ver. 5. An unclean tongue is the tongue of 
the calumniator. — BaciAe? is to be connected 
with Yevdods, and this and the following phrase 
joined to verse 5th, from lying words to the king. 
He seems to have been misrepresented before the 
king of Egypt, and so to have been brought into 
great danger. 

Ver. 10. The father of my Lord (A. V.), 
marépa Kuptov wov. The latter words were in an- 
cient times generally referred to Jesus Christ, 
and by some critics in modern times (Hengsten- 
berg, Stier). It is hardly possible, however, that 
this could have been meant. Grotius and Linde 
regarded Kupfov as an addition by a Christian 
hand. Still, the MSS. authorities are unanimous 
in supporting the passage. And it is likely that 
Bretschneider, Fritzsche, Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, and 
others, are right in conjecturing that an error 
lies in the Greek translation. It is likely the 
original had STN) CAN, my father and Lord. 
The translator may have considered that the first 
word was in the construct state, and translated 


the second as my Lord; or if ‘77 XN stood in 
the original, he may have connected the ) of the 
second word with the first, reading it as jodh. 
Ver. 13. Grammatically speaking, it would be 
correct to translate mply }) wAaynOjva me before I 


wandered, i. e., wandered in a moral sense. This 
thought does not, however, so well harmonize 





with the context as the one given in the A. V. 
Cf. also xxxiv. 9. 

Ver. 15. This verse has given a great deal of 
trouble to commentators. Much depends upon 
the punctuation. The semicolon, it appears, 
should be stricken out after orapvajs, and a new 
line begin with év airf. After é& &vOous, adrijs is 
to be supplied. It was probably omitted by the 
translator through oversight. ‘The word weprd¢w 
means to turn dark, and was usually employed to 
indicate the ripening of grapes and olives. 

Ver. 19. Wrestled for her. The difficulties 
in the way of obtaining wisdom are here figura- 
tively represented. 

Ver. 20. For wer’ airaéy, I read with Fritzsche 
(following III. 23. 55. 248. al. Co. Old Lat.) 
met’ adrijs. Kapdlay is to be taken in the sense 
of understanding: “ With her [in her company] 
Jrom the beginning got I understanding.” —Not be 
forsaken, namely, by wisdom. 


Ver. 21. ’Erapdx6y, was moved, was in unrest. 
Cho xx. 7, 
Ver. 24. The A. V. follows the Old Latin 


(with 248. Co.): “ Quid adhuc retardatis ? et quid 
dicitis in his?” ‘Yorepetre is here used in the 
sense of to be behindhand, have want. —’Ev totrois, 
in these things, things that relate to culture. 

Ver. 25. Without money. It was then cus- 
tomary among the Jews to give instruction as a 
gratuity. — The Syriac, which the Arabic essen- 
tially follows, gives as a conclusion of the book: 
“« Benedictus Deus in seculum et laudabile nomen 
ejus in generationem generationum.” And in the 
Syriac follows the words: “/inis Sapientiee filit 
Asiro viginti capita continentis. Deo vero gloria in 
secula, 
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INTRODUCTION. 


THE more important questions demanding consideration in an introduction to the Book of 
Baruch are the following: its extant text ; its standing in the church; its unity ; whether 
Baruch, the companion and amanuensis of the prophet Jeremiah, or any contemporary of his, 
was the probable author of any part of it; if not, by whom it was written, in what language, 
and in what time and place ; its general characteristics, and value theological and critical. 


The Extant Texts. 


Many have supposed that the Book of Baruch was originally written, either as a whole or 
in part, in the Hebrew language. The oldest texts in which it at present exists, however, 
are the Greek, Latin, Syriac, Arabic, Ethiopic, Coptic, and Armenian, of which the last 
six are doubtless translations from the first. The most important modern contribution to the 
critical study and establishment of the Greek text was its publication in the Holmes and Par- 
sons’ edition of the LXX. together with the readings of the three uncial and twenty-two 
cursive manuscripts. To these are to be added the readings of the Vatican codex in the 
form in which it lies before us in the Roman edition of the LX X., which was made the 
basis of that of Holmes and Parsons. The other uncials used in the critical apparatus of 
the Oxford edition were Codex Alexandrinus (III.), Marchalianus (XII.), Venetus (23.). 
The readings of III., however, are more fully and accurately given in Tischendorf’s edition 
of the LXX,. (5th ed., 1875). Fritzsche, also, has furnished valuable additional critical 
matter in his work Grady referred to. 

In the opinion of this scholar, the above mentioned manuscripts may be divided into two 
distinct classes. To the first belong the cursives, 22. 48. 51. 231. 62. 96. ‘These gener- 
ally agree together, and sometimes with no support from any of the others. Of the remain- 
ing nineteen, those which as a rule agree more often with the first class than the second, are, 
26. 36. 49. 198. 229. The second class, having Cod. III. at its head, includes the cursives, 
33. 70. 86. 87. 88. 90. 91. 228. 233. 239. They are not as fully in unison as the manuscripts 
of the first class, while III. not infrequently has peculiarities shared by none of its associates. 
These two classes of codices are probably but two different recensions of the same original, 
and when they harmonize furnish the best evidence at present available of what the book 
was, in its earliest Greek form. The uncials Marchalianus (XII.), and Venetus (23.), with 
the cursive 106. contain a mixed text, and are of inferior value. In general, it may be said 
that the received Greek text is a good one. The readings from the manuscripts, and citations 
from the fathers which seriously affect the sense are not numerous. 

Kneucker remarks, on the basis of a comparison of variations (p. 97), that ‘‘ although the 
original text of the Greek translation lies before us in a perfectly pure state in no single 
manuscript, yet it can in all cases — perhaps four places excepted — be safely recognized and 
restored from the Codex Vaticanus, with the help of other MSS., of which five. are quite 
enough, III. XII. 22. 233. 239.” ‘ 

The Latin, Syriac, and Arabic translations of the Book of Baruch are, for critical pur- i 
poses, of minor importance, being apparently based on a later composite text. The Latin 
exists in two recensions, neither of which is from the hand of Jerome. He distinctly states, 
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(Prol. in Jer.,ad Euseb.): Libellum autem Baruch. . . et yevderlypapov epistolam Jeremie ne- 
quaquam censwui disserendum. And again (Pref. in Jer.): Librum autem Baruch... . pre- 
termisimus. ‘The relative value of these two Latin versions cannot with certainty be deter- 
mined. The one received into the Vulgate agrees more closely with the Greek. The other, 
which Sabatier, who edited its second issue (Bibliorum Sacrorum Latin Versiones Antique, 
vol. ii.), thinks represents the Itala in its earliest form, Fritzsche supposes to be only a 
free Latinized revision of the former, some Greek text having been also consulted.} 

Besides the Syriac translation of Baruch, published in the Paris and in Walton’s Polyglot, 
also by Paul de Lagarde, Libri V. T. Apocryphi Syriace, Lipsie, 1861), there isa second, 
based on Origen’s Hexapla, to be found among the manuscripts of the Ambrosian library at 
Milan, which professes to have been made by Paul of Tela, a monophysite bishop of the 
seventh century. The first part of the MS., containing Baruch, Lamentations, and the Epistle 
of Jeremiah, was published with notes in 1861, by Dr. Antonio Maria Ceriani (Tom. IL, Fas- 
cic. i, of the Monwmenta Sacra et Profana). Other parts have since appeared. In Eichhorn’s 
Repertorium fiir Biblische u. Morgenlind. Literatur’? (Part III., pp. 166-212), may be found a 
full description, from Bruns and from De Rossi, of this valuable codex. The Arabic version 
of Baruch follows the Greek quite literally, and in some places exhibits a remarkable simi- 
larity to Codex Alexandrinus. Kneucker notes (p. 178) seventy-two places where it goes 
with this rather than the Vatican Codex.? 


Canonical Standing. 


As might be inferred from the well-known thoughtless habits of most of the earlier Chris- 
tian writers in the matter of indiscriminate quotations from the books alike of the Hebrew 
and so-called Alexandrian canon, as well as from the supposed close connection of the work 
before us by virtue of its position in the Septuagint, its form, and its author, with the proph- 
ecy of Jeremiah, the Book of Baruch received no little attention from the early church. 
In both Cod. II. and III. it is found between the Prophecy and the Lamentations of Jere- 
miah as a guasi appendix of the former. Indeed, Irenzeus, Clement of Alexandria, Tertul- 
lian, and even Athanasius, cite passages from it which they impute to Jeremiah himself, 
showing at once the ground of the estimation in which it was held, and how utterly without 
critical research and accuracy such citations were in those times ordinarily made. One 
writer, Didymus of Alexandria (} ¢. A. D. 395), distinctly states that the prophecy of Jere- 
miah “and Baruch form but one book (AfAaos yap ula duporépwy éorly), and quotes the latter as 
the work of Jeremiah, “or Baruch.” What added to the confusion, moreover, was the fact 
that Baruch was then, as now, regarded as the actual author of the historical appendix to the 
Book of Jeremiah (chap. lii.). We are not on this account, however, to infer with Cosin 
(Scholast. Hist. of the Canon, pp. 72, 312), that the early fathers meant to include in their 
numerous references to Baruch only what he had done in connection with the prophecy of 
Jeremiah. 

A misunderstanding is indeed evident. And it was doubtless for this reason that some 
of the earlier lists of the Old Testament Scriptures, which otherwise discriminated somewhat 
carefully between canonical and uncanonical books, reckoned Baruch among the former. It 
is not given this place, however, in the important catalogues of Melito of Sardis, Gregory of 
Nazianzus, Epiphanius, nor in that of Origen, although it is asserted by some that the last 

meant to include it in the Book of Jeremiah (cf. versus, Oehler, Herzog’s Real-Encyk., vii. 
| 258); nor was it recognized as canonical by Jerome, nor apparently by Augustine. Eusebius, 
while reverently quoting it after the manner of his time, still adhered theoretically to the 
distinction between the Hebrew canon and the books of the LXX. with its accretions. It is 
an interesting and suggestive fact that by far the greater number of the early citations from 
the Book of Baruch are of the single passage, iii. 36~38, which, especially after the rise of 
Arianism, on account of the false meaning that was commonly given to it, was regarded as a 
proof text of great importance. A similar example of what a single striking passage, once 
put in circulation, may do towards giving currency and credit to a book in other respects 
quite unremarkable, may be found in the Greek Ezra, whose description of Truth (iv. 38-40) 


1 Cf., for a fuller characterization of the Latin text, Kneucker, pp. 141-163. : 
2 On the characteristics of the Ethiopic, Coptic, and Armenian versions, cf. idem, pp. 180-189. 
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went the rounds of the early Christian writers with apparently no anxious balancing of the 
question whether it were the production of an inspired or uninspired pen. 

At the councils of Hippo (a. p. 393) and of Carthage (A. D. 897), where decrees were 
made determining the list of canonical Scriptures, and in both of which councils the influence 
of Augustine was predominant, nothing whatever is said of the Book of Baruch, whether 
from design or because it was tacitly considered as a constituent part of the prophecy of 
Jeremiah, it is now impossible to say. In the religious discussions of the Middle Ages, 
when the question of the canon was treated with comparative indifference, we find John of 
Damascus (+ 754), with the inconsistency of not a few other writers, quoting Baruch as 
‘« divine Scripture,’’ while transcribing, almost literally, a list of the canonical writings ac- 
cording to Epiphanius, who, as we have said, acknowledged the books of the Hebrew Scrip- 
tures alone as of primary rank. In a list of ‘‘ the Sixty Books,”’ the name sometimes given 
to the Bible in the Eastern church, the Book of Baruch does not appear. But in the Stich- 
ometry of Nicephorus (f A. D. 599), in which the Biblical writings are arranged in three 
classes, it is placed in the first class, among those which, with this exception, belong to the 
Hebrew canon alone. . 

In the first edition of Wyclif’s version the entire Apocrypha of the Old Testament was 
included. It was prefaced, however, by the clearly expressed judgment of Jerome that in 
this part of the Bible, i. e., in the Old Testament, the Hebrew canon is alone of Divine 
authority. In the subsequent recension of this work by Purvey, a special prologue is given, in 
which it is said ; ‘‘ Also the book of Barue and the pistle of Jeremye ben not of the autorite 
of the bible anentis Ebreyes.’? In the sixteenth century two great leaders of thought in the 
matter before us, Cardinal Ximenes of the Romish church, seconded by Cajetan, and Erasmus 
were virtually agreed in drawing a distinct line of demarcation between the books usually 
regarded as canonical and the apocryphal. Luther wrote : “ Of very little worth is the Book 
of Baruch, whoever the worthy Baruch may be.’? (Ecolampadius, perhaps on the whole the 
best representative of the Swiss reformers, says: “ We do not despise Judith, Tobit, Baruch 
.... but we do not allow them divine authority.’? Subsequent to the Council of Trent, 
(1546 +-) which, as is well known, dogmatically and peremptorily — though not without op- 
position — decided the matter before us for one branch of the church, and, as it may be said, 
opened the eyes of others to the real question at issue, opinions here have almost univer-— 
sally followed the line of ecclesiastical division as Romish, or non-Romish. Among Protes- 
tant writers, besides Conrad Pellicanus (Com., vol. v., p. 196) the learned but eccentric William 
Whiston (A Dissertation to Prove the Apocryphal Book of Baruch Canonical), and Moulinié 
(Notice sur les Livres de ’ A, T.), are mentioned as the only important exceptions to this rule. 

In the interesting history of the English translations of the Bible from Wyclif through the 
several versions of Tyndale, the Bishop’s Bible, down to that of King James, there has been 
really but one judgment touching the Old Testament Apocrypha. Miles Coverdale did 
indeed, in the first edition of bis version, avowedly made from the Vulgate, include Baruch 
among the prophets, with the remark : ‘‘ Unto these also belongeth Baruc, whom we haue 
set amoge the prophetes next vnto Jeremy, because he was his scrybe and in his tyme.” 
(Westcott, Bib. in Ch., p. 283.) But in the second edition, issued a few years later, he 
seems to have taken a second thought, and we find the book placed after Tobit, among the 
Apocrypha proper. 


ea 


Unity of the Book. 


It would be obvious, even from a casual inspection, that the book before us has not, at 
least in its external form, a logical unity. We have first, after a brief introduction (i. 1-15), 
what purports to be a letter of Baruch sent from Babylon to the Israelites still remaining in 
Palestine (i. 15-ii. 85), closing with a prayer (iii. 1-8), which is put into the mouths of the 
Jews scattered in different lands. Then follows (iii. 9-iv. 7) a panegyric on Wisdom, to- 
gether with a closely connected lament of Jerusalem (iv. 8-29) over her banished children. 
And finally (iv. 80-v. 9) an address to this bereaved city, in which she is assured of the 
joyous return of her exiled ones. The question we next have to consider then is, were 
these separate parts of the book the work of a single author. A supposition to the contrary 
will surprise no one who reflects that it was no uncommon thing among the later Jewish 
writers, especially in Alexandria, to look upon works of all kinds in circulation among them 
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as still open to alterations, corrections, contractions, and enlargements, according to the indi- 
vidual judgment of the person into whose hands they might fall. Grotius (Annotat., p. 237) 
while unwilling to concede the authorship of Baruch, was one of the first to suggest such an 
explanation for the historical difficulties of the book so named. Bertholdt (Hin/eit., p. 1762- 
1766), entering into the discussion more fully, was of the opinion that the prayer (iii. 1-8) 
could not have the same author as the part known as the ‘‘ letter of Baruch ’’ (i, 15-ii. 35), 
and that the closing portion (iii. 9-v. 9), judging from its contents, had a different origin 
from either of the other two. 

Among later writers by whom this view of Bertholdt is in substance, and for. different 
reasons accepted, save in the matter of dividing the short prayer (iii. 1-8) from the foregoing 
portion, are Ewald (Proph. d. Alien B., p. 255), Fritzsche, Ruetschi (Herzog’s Real-Encyk., sub 
voce), Schiirer (in the second edition of the same work), and Westcott (Smith’s Bible Dict., art. 
‘« Baruch ’’), though not Keil (Hinleit., p. 750), nor with confidence, De Wette (Hinleit., p. 
601). The reasons given by Bertholdt in support of his opinion taken in connection with 
other facts touching the book, hereafter to be considered, seem to us reasonably conclusive. 
They are, (1) the greater purity and gracefulness of language and style in the second part. 
(2) It has more originality, and shows less dependence on the canonical books of Scripture.. 
(3) It contains marked evidences of Alexandrian culture which do not appear in the former,, 
namely, in making wisdom (4 copia), its principal theme; in its acquaintance with the The- 
ogonies and Geogonies of the Grecian mythical philosophy (of nv60Adyo,, ili. 23, 26); in seem~ 
ing not to regard Jerusalem as the middle point of the national unity; in calling, like Philo, 
the universe “ the house of God,” which is never done by the canonical writers of the Bible ;; 
in applying to God the epithet, 6 aiévos; in the manner that Chaanan and Theman are 
spoken of (cf. versus, Dihne, Geschicht. Darstell., ii. 150 ff., and Kneucker,-p. 23 f.). To these 
reasons of Bertholdt, which collectively cannot but be allowed great weight, whatever may 
be thought of the force of certain of them individually, may be added the author’s eoncep~ 
tion of demons (iv. 7), which is peculiarly Alexandrian, and the fact that the introduction 
(i. 1-15) cannot properly be made to apply to both the first and second sections of the book. 
Of the effort of Kneucker to show that the whole book was written in Hebrew, Schiirer says 
(Theologische Literaturzeitung, 1879, No. 14, col. 327): “I can, however, after careful exami- 
nation, hold none of the instances [of a mistranslation] cited as sufficient to prove the matter. 
must rather now, as before, with Fritzsche, regard the more flowing Greek diction of the sec-- 
tion iii. 9-v. 9 as proof that here Greek was the original. Let one compare simply such an, 
arrangement of words as occurs at iv. 9, Thy éredOodcav Suiv dpyhv mapa Tod Gcod (similarly, iv.. 
25). A single sentence of this sort more than outweighs all those of Kneucker, and I scarcely, 
believe that anything of the sort could be shown in the LXX. A principal reason against 
his opinion Kneucker himself has especially emphasized, namely, the great difference in, 
style in the two parts of the book (cf. Kneucker, p. 76 ff.). On that account Kneucker sup- 
poses that the second half comes from another translator than the first. But is not that 
highly improbable? If, in fact, the whole was already at hand in Hebrew, then would the 
translation of the little book have doubtless also come from one hand.”’ 

Under these circumstances, it is not surprising that the efforts of Welte (Hinleit., p. 140 
ff.), to prove that the contents of the Book of Baruch reveal throughout a natural inward 
connection have not been successful even in convincing all of his own ecclesiastical associates. 
Reusch (Einleit., p. 53) feels obliged, although as he would have it understood without preju- 
dice to the authorship of Baruch, to regard the work as made up of distinct compositions, 
written at different periods, and finally collected and united together as one whole. And 
this theory will be accepted by the majority of unprejudiced minds, in the absence of more 
definite proofs, as having by far the greater weight of probability on its side. See for fur- 
ther remarks in the same direction, Kneucker (pp. 8-20), who finds the original part of the - 
work, to which the others were afterwards added, ini. 1, 2a [8], 3, ili. 9-v. 9. 


Author, Time, and Place of Composition. 


Was Baruch, the companion and amanuensis of Jeremiah, or any contemporary of his, the 
probable author of any part of the book before us? If due weight be allowed to the conclu- 
sions already reached, then it is evident without further discussion, that neither Baruch nor 
any writer of his time could have composed the second of the two parts into which the book 
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bearing his name is commonly divided. Whether there is ground for predieating the same of 
the first part also, is the question now before us. According to Jahn (Einleit., iv. 859) and 
Ackerman (editor of the later editions of Jahn’s Jntroduction), it is to be doubted whether 
the Baruch spoken of in the opening verses of the first chapter meant to identify himself with 
the well-known companion of Jeremiah, since he nowhere definitely calls himself such. But 
this doubt is entertained by no other Biblical critics of note. That such a claim, however, is 
without foundation in fact, can be made clear, we think, from considerations furnished by 
the composition itself. 

It is said, for instance (i. 1), that the book was written by Baruch at Babylon. But we 
know from the prophecy of Jeremiah (xliii. 3, 6 f.), that after the destruction of Jerusalem 
Baruch was forced to go with the prophet to Egypt, and the theory that he remained there, 
at least, until after the death of Jeremiah, seems not only on its face most probable, but has 
the support of general tradition (ef. Winer, Realwérterd., under “ Jeremia ”). As it regards 
the question of his going subsequently to Babylon, it is represented by some traditions that 
he did so, and that he died there in the twelfth year after the destruction of Jerusalem. But 
according to others, equally credible, he spent the remainder of his days in Egypt. We have 
therefore, no positive information to set over against the admitted facts recorded in the Book 
of Jeremiah. The theory that Baruch went to Babylon after the death of Jeremiah is con- 
trary to the representations of both the Apocalypse of Baruch (x. 21) according to which he 
remained in Jerusalem, and of the Ethiopic work entitled, The Rest of the Words of Baruch. 
See Stud. u. Kritik., 1877, ii. p. 318 ff. Moreover, the tradition that Baruch ever went to 
Babylon probably arose from a misunderstanding. In its favor are quoted a passage from 
the Talmud and from a work of the rabbi Abraham Zaccuth (]}°OI, fol. vi.). The latter, 
however, simply says that in the twelfth year after the destruction of Jerusalem ‘‘ Baruch had 
received the tradition from Jeremiah.”? But as this work, as well as the Talmud, states that 
this same Baruch was prophesying along with Daniel, Haggai, and Zechariah in the second 
year of Darius, and that he died in the seventh year of that king’s reign, i. e., seventy-five 
years after the destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar (!), its value as a witness can- 
not be regarded as very high (see Gutmann, Finleit., p. 124). It is true that a brother of 
Baruch, one Seraiah (Jer. li. 59), was despatched by Jeremiah with a message to Babylon at 
about the time our book purports to have been written, and this might easily have given rise 
to the tradition that Baruch himself was there. 

But further, if Baruch was himself at Babylon, how is it possible that he could have been 
there at the time stated, whether we understand it to be in the fifth year of Zedekiah, or in 
the fifth year after Jerusalem’s overthrow? In either case Jeremiah must have been still 
alive, and no.doubt continued to enjoy to the end the companionship of his faithful scribe. 
It is said too, that the book was read in the presence of Jechonias, of the king’s sons, the 
nobles, the elders, and of all the people who dwelt by the river Sud (i. 3, 4). Now, in addi- 
tion to the insuperable difficulties in the way of the supposition that any such gathering of the 
persons mentioned would, at this time, have been permitted — for that it is represented as a 
gathering is obvious, notwithstanding the efforts of Welte and Reusch to disprove it — there 
is the acknowledged fact that Jechonias was held at this time as a prisoner, and we are nowhere 
informed of any alleviation of the rigors of his imprisonment until the accession of Evil-Mero- 
dach to the throne (2 Kings xxv. 27), more than twenty years after the destruction of Jeru- 
salem. 

Again, if the date of the composition is fixed at a period just after the carrying away of 
Jechonias to Babylon, then it is not true that Jerusalem had already been burnt as the author 
implies; if after the destruction of the city by Nebuchadnezzar, then it is not true that the 
cultus of the temple was still kept up, as is equally implied. It is moreover stated (ver. 8), 
that silver vessels for religious uses were sent from Babylon to Jerusalem at the same time 
with the Book of Baruch, and that they were the same which Zedekiah had prepared (as is 
supposed after the golden vessels of the temple had been removed with Jechonias to Babylon. 
Cf. 2 Kings xxiv. 13). That Zedekiah caused such vessels to be prepared (see 2 Chron. 
xii. 9, 10), is indeed possible, although the circumstance, important as it might be considered 
is recorded in no canonical book of the Bible. But why should they be required in Jerusalem 
if the temple was no longer standing? Or once deported to Babylon is it credible that during 
the lifetime of Nebuchadnezzar it was allowed to carry them back? Besides it had been exe 
pressly represented in the prophecy of Jeremiah that it was both vain and wicked to hope 
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that the furniture of the temple would be so soon restored : “‘ Hearken not to the words of 
your prophets that prophecy unto you, saying, Behold the vessels of the Lord’s House shall 
now shortly be brought again from Babylon; for they prophesy a lie unto you’? (xxvii. 16; 
Cf, xxviii. 3; xxix. 4f). In fact, this statement as well as what is said of the ‘ priest 
Joacim” (ver. 7), whose name in such a connection does not elsewhere occur until the time 
of Ezra (Joseph., Antig.. xi. 5, § 1), foree us to think of a much later period than the one 
assumed as the date of the present book. 

The insufficiency of the common explanations of this series of difficulties to satisfy even 
Roman Catholic writers is shown in the entirely original theory contributed. by an Italian 
scholar, Vincenzi (Sessio quarta Cone. Trid. vindicata, Third Part). He thinks that the 
fifty-second chapter of Jeremiah, which more properly belongs to the Books of the Kings, 
was placed in the former position simply as a historical introduction to the following Book 
of Baruch; that it was not until Jechonias had been released by Evil-Merodach that Baruch 
read his book before him, and this occurred, according to Vincenzi, not after the death of 
Nebuchadnezzar, but during the interval of his mysterious malady (Dan. iv.), Evil-Merodach 
then holding the reins of government. That Baltazar is spoken of as the successor [?] of 
Nebuchadnezzar (i, 12), he thinks to be a confirmation of this view. And he supposes fur- 
ther that the book referred to (i. 1) as having been read before Jechonias was not our Book 
of Baruch, but the preceding prophecies of Jeremiah which the former had transcribed in the 
fifth year after the destruction of Jerusalem, but not till long afterwards read to the captive 
king. While this theory is in some respects ingenious, it fails to cover the entire ground 
of the difficulties, and is itself open to fatal objections. 

The words otra of Adyo:, ete., for instance, would hardly have been selected as an open- 
ing for our bock if the preceding Book of Jeremiah had been referred to. By this theory, 
too, the period between the composition of the book and its being read before Jechonias would 
be quite too long. And, worst of all, while seeking to explain historical difficulties impossible 
historical data are relied on. It is incredible that the reign of Evil-Merodach fell at the 
time supposed, for the following reasons: (1) There is no evidence that Nebuchadnezzar 
ceased to be regarded as virtual sovereign during the continuance of his malady, but the 
reverse (Dan. iv. 36. Cf. Com. of Keil, and Hitzig, ad loc.) From the dream itself, through 
which the coming of this affliction was made known to the king before its occurrence (Dan. 
ivy. 20-26), it was also intimated that it would be of a temporary character. It is very un- 
likely, therefore, that the Babylonians took steps touching a successor, which would have 
involved them in serious difficulties subsequently. The queen could well enough have con- 
tinued to carry on the government in the name of her consort. Again, from 2 Kings xxv. 
27, we learn that Jechonias was not released from imprisonment until after thirty-seven 
years, and that it took place in the year that Evil-Merodach began to reign. But as he was 
taken prisoner in the seventh year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign (2 Kings xxiv.), and that 
king, according to Biblical as well as profane history (Berosus, cited by Joseph., Contra 
Apion, i. 20) reigned forty-three years, it is evident that the beginning of Evil-Merodach’s 
sovereignty could not have been before the close of the former’s life. And further, from all 
that history informs us of Evil-Merodach, we learn that he reigned but two years, and was 
then killed in a conspiracy. But, if Nebuchadnezzar alludes to his madness in the inscrip- 
tion which he made (it is indeed generally doubted), the interval of its continuance must 
have been longer than the time allotted to Evil-Merodach’s reign. He there says: ‘* For 
four years (?).... the seat of my kingdom .... did not rejoice my heart.’? (See Rawlin 
son, Ancient Mon., iii. 79; but cf. Rodwell’s rendering in Records of the Past, vol. y.) The 
‘¢ seven times ’’ spoken of in Dan. iv. 16 do not necessarily mean years, 

And now if, in addition to these unexplained historical inconsistencies and contradictions 
of the opening verses of our book, which it would be as uncritical as unjust to ascribe to the 
pen that was employed on the prophecies of Jeremiah, or to that of any contemporary of his, 
the general contents of the work are noted, nothing would seem to be wanting to. prove that 
the so-called Book of Baruch has absolutely no claim to be considered genuine. We observe 
everywhere unmistakable signs of the absence of the true spirit of prophecy, which is never- 
theless obviously striven for and counterfeited. The favorable opinion expressed by Herz- 
feld (i. 317 f.), to the effect that in all its parts the book is worthy to be placed by the side 
of the best productions of the period of the Exile, is as astounding as some of his explana- 
tions of its discrepancies (see Fritzsche, p. 170). From beginning to end, the part now 
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under consideration (i.-iii. 8) with the exception of the unfortunate introduction just noticed, 
has scarcely an original thought. It is substantially made up of reminiscences more or less 
_ clear, or quotations more or less direct from the various books of the canonical Scriptures, 
especially Jeremiah and Daniel, Nehemiah, Isaiah, and Deuteronomy. This is not the 
manner of a genuine prophet. Cf. i. 8-14 with Jer. xxvi. 32; i. 15-ii. 29, with Dan. ix. 
7-19; ii. 21 with Jer. xxvii, 11, 12; ii. 29 with Deut. xxviii. 62 ff. For numerous other 
instances, see Kneucker (p. 30), who freely concedes the dependence of this portion of the 
book on the older canonical Scriptures, while maintaining the comparative independence of 
the remainder. 

If then, on these grounds, we cannot ascribe the work to Baruch, by whom was it written, 
in what language, and in what time and place? We have already given reasons for the 
opinion that the book, as an original work, was not the production of a single author. But 
can the time and occasion of its assuming its present form be even approximately fixed? If 
so, we may then approach the remaining questions before us with more hope of reaching 
satisfactory conclusions. The fact that the extant text, not only in general, but in certain 
very marked particulars, closely corresponds with the Alexandrian version of the prophecy 
of Jeremiah, has been noticed by all the leading critics, although they are by no means 
agreed in their methods of accounting for it. In fact, there are found words and construc- 
tions in Baruch some of which are nowhere else met with, and others very seldom, except in 
the translation of Jeremiah by the LXX. (Cf. e. g., i. 9, ii. 25, with Jer. xxxii. 36, xxiv. 
1; and the use of such words as Badi(w, udvva for wavad, arooroAn, XapHootyn, yavplaua, Secudrns.) 
From this remarkable similarity, it is but reasonable to infer a close connection between 
the works themselves in their origin, as it respects their present Greek form. Some scholars, 
arguing from insufficient premises, hold that this resemblance is due simply to the fact that 
the translator of Baruch used the Alexandrian recension of the Hebrew text (Movers, “ De 
utriusque recensionis vaticiniorum Jeremie,’’ ete., p. 6). But by far the greater number of 
critics maintain that either the translator of Baruch — supposing for the time being that it is, 
at least in part, a translation — was well acquainted with the Alexandrian version of Jere- 
miah, or that both books were translated by the same person. Amongst others who support 
the latter of these two alternatives are Ewald, Hitzig (Die Psalmen, ii. p. 119),} Dillmann, 
Ruetschi, and Fritzsche, and on the whole it seems to be the more tenable. Moreover, judging 
from the character of the Greek in all parts of the book, the entire work, and not simply the 
first section, passed through this translator’s hands. To suppose, however, with Fritzsche, 
that he was the author of the second portion (iii. 9 ff.), seems to us to be taking a step too 
far. The similarity of style might be accounted for on the supposition of a common revision. 
That it is a Hellenistic production of Alexandrian origin, we have, indeed, already shown to 
be probable. And we are now called upon to consider whether this is also true of the re- 
maining portion (i.-iii. 8). 

The arguments adduced in favor of a Hebrew original are, for the most part, those which 
are common in similar cases; namely, that obvious Hebraisms occur throughout the work, and 
that, here and there, the translator betrays his character by failing with his Greek to render 
the supposed Hebrew correctly. It is thought, moreover, that the fact that in the Syriac 
Hexaplar text of the codex at Milan the translation of Theodotion is cited, bears in the same 
direction. Among the decided Hebraisms of the book are mentioned the xat at the begin- 
ning; such expressions as AaAciy évy wol rwos (i. 3), mepl Gwaprlas (i. 10), pwrloe rods spOarpods 


(i. 12), and Aadreiv ev xeipl twos (ii. 20); the employment of épydc8a, supposably for Tae 
the purely Semitic use of the demonstrative to complement the relative (ob... . éce?, ii. 4, 13, 
29; iii, 8); such a phrase as ds 7 jucpa abrn (i. 15, 20),. which it is thought can be easily 
explained only when regarded as a translation of the Hebrew 737 DO} >.” Among. the 
difficult passages ascribed to an unskillful translation (for example, decudras for “D1, 1.195 
&vOpwros for ws, every one, ii. 8; BouBnats for 77, multitude, ii. 29; 87: for WWS, which, iv. 
15; dmooroAf = D4, instead of 727, ii. 25, etc.), undoubtedly some might be better ex- 
plained on other grounds. The use of Theodotion’s translation of Baruch by the Milan 
Codex, if it can be shown to be a fact, has little bearing on the question before us; since that 


1 Later he adopted the former of these two views, having come to the opinion that the work was written after A. D. 
70. 


2 Of., for many similar examples, Kneucker, p. 25. 
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translation can only be regarded, in general, as a free working over of the LXX. But it 
should seem that this supposed dependence on Theodotion shows itself largely in the pas- 
sages taken from the book of Daniel, which, as is well known, circulated in the Christian 
church in his translation, rather than in that of the LXX. But even in this book it is 
affirmed that the Milan Codex sometimes follows the latter instead of the former, while 
elsewhere the deviations are still more marked (cf. Keil, Finleit., p. 753; Eichhorn, Fin- 
leit., p. 389). And further, admitting the strong Hebraistic coloring which this part of 
the book has received, a theory which explained it by supposing that it was written in 
the Greek language by a Hellenist thoroughly versed in the literature of the Old Tes- 
tament, could be regarded neither as absurd or extravagant. In fact, Grotius, Buddeus, 
Bertholdt, Eichhorn, Hiivernick, Noldeke, and Keil hold this opinion respecting the entire 
book. ; 

Still, this cannot be regarded as a satisfactory settlement of the question. It is not simply 
a matter of Hebraisms, which are very largely found in works confessedly of Greek origin, 
but of how they are handled. Do these Hebraisms, in some instances, so far affect the 
character of the Greek as to render it less Greek than Hebrew, notwithstanding evident 
efforts to conform to the grammatical rules of the former? Do words and expressions occur 
in the first section of our book which it seems impossible to reconcile with the spirit and 
genius of the Greek language, or to impute to the influence of the Septuagint? Then, the 
balance of probability must be in. favor of a Hebrew original; since in a work first written in 
Greek, although by a Hellenist versed in the Old Testament Scriptures and abounding in 
Hebraisms, the decided stamp and character of the work as Greek would never be likely to 
sink wholly out of sight. The web would still remain the same, whatever the woof might be 
(ef. Fritzsche, Einleit., p. 171). Now, among the examples of Hebraisms in our work which 
are cited above, there are some — like the frequent use of the demonstrative with the 
relative, the phrase ‘‘ as at this day,”’ and the employment of the words amooroAq (ii. 25) and 
BéuBnors (ii. 29) — that are of such a decided stamp that it is difficult to explain them in 
harmony with the theory of a Greek original. To refer any part of them td the use of the 
Alexandrian version of the prophecy of Jeremiah would, of course, be allowable only in case 
one does not hold that both books had the same translator. And, in addition to these rea- 
sons, there is another which has attracted less attention among critics than it seems to 
deserve. It was professedly written for use in public religious assemblies (in the temple ?) 
at Jerusalem. ‘ And ye shall read this book which we have sent unto you, to make confes- 
sion in the house of the Lord, upon the feasts and solemn days’”’ (i. 14). With such a pur- 
pose, could any writer as early as the latest date which can be reasonably assigned to our 
work have ventured to employ any other language than the Hebrew? Judas Maccabeus 
in the hour of battle prays and sings psalms in Hebrew (rf rarplo pwvf), and not in Greek 
(2 Mace. xii. 37; ef. Hiivernick, Hinleit., i. 248). And we know from many 6ther sources 
that long after the Hebrew ceased to be the spoken language of the masses of the people, it 
continued to be employed by the learned, and, in connection with the use of the original 
Scriptures, could never have wholly ceased to be the medium of worship in the temple and 
synagogues. 

If then we accept, as on the whole most probable, the conclusion that the entire work 
passed through the same hands that were employed on the Alexandrian version of Jeremiah, 
and that this translator found the former portion (i-—iii. 8) already existing in Hebrew, are 
there any grounds on which a decision can be reached respecting the time and place of com- 
position? With regard to time, it is evident that since it cannot be ascribed to Baruch or 
any contemporary of his, it must have had its origin in a comparatively late period, after the 
spirit of true prophecy had already departed from Israel, and yet when the condition of the 
people was such as to call for admonitions and consolations similar to those needed in the sad 
days of the Babylonian captivity. Ewald, therefore, with apparently good reasons (Geschichte. 
d. Volk. Is., iv. 266, and Prophet. d. Alt. Bund., iii. 252 ff.), places the first part of the book 
in the Persian period, when, or the occasion of revolt against their oppressors, the Baby- 
lonian Jews did not share in the struggles or the hopes of their brethren at Jerusalem. The 
eontents of the composition certainly agree well with this theory (see ii. 21, ff. et passim). 
The second portion is undoubtedly the product of a later age; but there is nothing save its 
evident connection with the Alexandrian version of Jeremiah, and its Alexandrian coloring 
throughout, to enable us to fix more definitely its authorship or date. 
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The present volume was already in press before the learned and valuable work of Kneucker 
on Baruch came into our hands. After a careful examination of the same, we find no suffi- 
cient reason for modifying essentially the positions here taken. This author, following the 
lead of Hitzig, to whom his work is dedicated (see also Schiirer in Herzog’s Real-Encyk., 
2te Aufl, s. v.) maintains that the entire work, though not from one author, originated after 
the destruction of Rome by Titus; further, that the authors of both parts were Pharisees, 
and belonged to the Jewish community in Rome. Without attempting to reproduce here 
the historical combinations and reasoning of Kneucker’s book, by which he arrives at the 
conclusions given, we must content ourselves with a few remarks in opposition to those conclu- 
sions. And, first, admitting the fragmentary character of the book, and at the same time insist- 
ing that it cannot all have appeared originally in Hebrew, it seems to us very unlikely that it 
would have been put into its present form at the time stated. This kind of literary activity 
was especially characteristic of the first two or three centuries before Christ, not to say 
peculiar to it. Again, the fact of the very early or wide-spread knowledge of the Book of 
Baruch among Christian writers, its reception into the LXX. version, and the high rank 
which it took as compared with other books of its class, are decidedly against the supposition 
that it originated at the time stated, with a Jew in Rome, where a flourishing Christian church 
was early organized. As elsewhere noticed, Ireneus, Clement of Alexandria, and Tertullian all 
cite it as a work of Jeremiah, and in Codd. II. and III. it is found between the Prophecy and 
Lamentations asa sort of appendix to the former. Still further, it is not so easy on this theory 
to explain why any part of the work should have appeared in the Hebrew language, or 
to account for the point of view of the writer throughout in the panegyric on Wisdom (iii. 
9; iv. 7), and especially in the lament of Jerusalem (iv. 8-29). It is not the spirit one might 
expect in a Jew at this time in the great metropolis of the world, nor the lauguage of one 
looking toward Jerusalem from Rome. See especially iv. 13; 36; v. 5. How easily one may 
be misled into extravagant theories by laying too much stress upon simple historical coin- 
cidences and analogies Kneucker himself well illustrates (p. 48) when he refers Bar. iii. ~ 
16, 17, — ‘‘ Where are the princes of the heathen, And such as ruled the beasts upon the 
earth; They that had their pastime with the fowls of the air,’’ ete., — to the dedication of the 
Colosseum by Titus, where ‘‘ abgerichtete Vogel kiimpften.’” Another instance of the same 
sort (noted by Schiirer, as above, col: 326) occurs at p. 53, where he professes to find in 
Bar. iv. 34, 35 a prophetic reflex of the three great calamities in the time of Titus: the 
eruption of Vesuvius, the fire in the city of Rome, and the pestilence. Schiirer adds: “ He 
who reads the passages will be astounded at the ingenuity here practiced. And these are 
only examples of the method followed also by the author in other places. Protest, however, 
cannot be made too often or too loud against this viciousness of our modern criticism, which 
is inclined to discover in the most general phrases the most special relations, and to give 
quite exact information about matters of which one knows nothing.” 


Characteristics, and Value Theological and Critical. 


Of the fact that the Book of Baruch is almost entirely wanting in originality, as well as 
that it furnishes no evidence of genuine prophetic inspiration, we have already spoken. Its 
best thoughts are those which have been culled from the canonical writings of the Old Testa- 
ment. Quotations or reminiscences from the Pentateuch are made to serve side by side with 
those from works like Daniel and Nehemiah, that did not originate till after the time when 
our book purports to have been written. The unskillful combinations and unexplainable 
anachronisms of the original portions, however, show that the writer acted wisely in confin- 
ing himself in the main to compilation. 

On account of its lack of originality, too, the work has fewer of the peculiarities of form 
and doctrine which distinguish other apocryphal works. Its theory of morals is that of the 
Proverbs of Solomon (iii. 9; iv. 23). The virtues which it inculeates relate to the life that 
now is (ii. 17, 18). Its teaching concerning demonology (iv. 6, 35) is the same which gives 
so strong a coloring to the Alexandrian version, and noticeably shows itself far too fully de- 
veloped for the earlier part of the Exile (cf. Bretschneider, Systemat. Darstell., Rinleit., p- 36). 
In its allusion to the prayers of the dead Israelites (iii. 4), explain it as we will, one cannot 
but see the adumbration of the unbiblical teachings of Tobit (iv. 10) and of the Second Book 
of Maccabees (xii. 39-46), 
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With respect to its Greek, the book has scarcely any peculiarities which it does not share 
with the Alexandrian version of Jeremiah. The words pvOoAdyos (iii. 23), and dpAnots 
(iii. 8), do not oceur elsewhere in the LXX. Difficulties in grammatical construction are 
generally referable to a corrupt text, or unsuccessful efforts to accommodate the Greek to the 
Hebrew thought. 


BARUCH. 


CuHarter I. 


1 Awnp these are the words of the book, which Baruch son? of Nerias, son? of 
2 Maaszeas,? son! of Sedecias, son of Asadias, son? of Chelcias, wrote in Babylon, in 
the fifth year, on * the seventh day of the month, at the time when* the Chaldzans 

8 took Jerusalem and burnt it with fire. And Baruch read® the words of this book 
in the hearing of Jechonias, son of Joacim ® king of Juda, and in’ the hearing’ of 

4 all the people that came to hear the book, and in the hearing of the mighty men,* and 
of the kings’ sons, and in the hearing of the elders, and in the hearing ® of all the 
people, from the lowest unto the highest,’ even of all them that dwelt at Babylon, 

5 by the river Sud.! And” they wept, and ™ fasted, and prayed “* before the Lord. 
6, 7 They made also a collection of money, according to every man’s power ; and they 
sent 7t® to Jerusalem unto Joacim ** the high priest, son " of Chelcias, son of Salom, 
and to the priests, and to all the people who*® were found with him at Jerusalem, 

8 at the time * when he received the vessels of the house of the Lord, that were car- 
ried out of the temple, to return them into the land of Juda, the tenth day of the 
month Sivan,” namely, silver vessels, which Sedecias son” of Josias king of Juda 

9 “had made, after that Nabuchodonosor king of Babylon had carried away Jechonias, 
and the princes, and the captives, and the mighty men, and the people of the land, 

10 from Jerusalem, and brought them ™ unto Babylon. And they said, Behold, we 
have sent you money: and so buy * for money burnt offerings, and sin offerings, and 
incense ; and prepare ye meat offerings,“ and offer upon the altar of the Lord our 

11 God; and pray for the lite of Nabuchodonosor king of Babylon, and for the life of 
12 Baltasar” his son, that their days may be upon earth as the days of heaven. And 
the Lord will give us strength, and lighten our eyes, and we shall live under the 
shadow of Nabuchodonosor king of Babylon, and under the shadow of Baltasar 

13 his son, and we shall serve them many days, and find favor in their sight.. Pray 
for us also unto the Lord our God, for we have sinned against the Lord our God; 


Vers. 1-2. —1A.YV.: the son. 2 Maasias. 8 and in (Fritzsche drops the év before ¢886y, with III. 22. 86., and 
adds, in order to bring the verse into harmony with ver. 8, S.ovdy after wyvos). * what time as (év 76 Katpd d), 

Vers. 8-7.—5 A. V.: did read. 6 J., the son of Joachim. 7 ears (€v @of, but so also in the following cases, 
and I render as above, for the sake of uniformity). 8 nobles (Suvarav. Cf. ver. 9). ® omits in the hearing. 
10 (avrav is supplied by ITI. 38.49. al. The phrase would be literally, “‘ from little unto great.’?) 11 (Ewald would 
read with the Syr., in Babylon and on the river Sud, ‘‘ for where Babylon lay did not need to be more particularly de- 


scribed.’’) 12 Whereupon (ka‘). 13 omits and. 14 (ydxovro. Marg., vowed vows. Codd. III. XII. 38. 70. 87. 
91. 198. 228. Co. Ald. add evxas ; al., evxats. It was probably due to what follows.) 15 (Ewald would supply avrdv 
after améoretAar.) 16 Joachim (cf. ver. 8). 17 the son. 18 which. , 


Vers, 8-12.—19 A. V.: same time. °° (The reading adopted by Fritzsche from “ most of the MSS,’? S.ovdv, is also 
the reading of II. ; text. rec., SevcovdA.) 21 the son. 22 (For avrdév, III. XII. 88. 70. 87. 88. 90. 91. 198. 239. Co. read 
avrous.) 23 to buy you. *4 manna (Fritzsche adopts pavad from 22, 88.86. al. Cod. II. supports the text. rec., 
pévva. Cf. Jer, xvii. 26, xli. 5, in Tischendorf’s text of the LXX. where the latter form is found. The marg. of the 
A. V. has, “ Gr. corruptly for mincha, that is a meat offering,” which is doubtless correct. There is the same mistake 


made in the passages cited from Jer. In the Pentateuch, on the other hand, the Heb., mm, is rendered in the 
ee 
LXX. by @voia).. 5 Balthasar. 
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14 and unto this day the fury of the Lord and his wrath? is not turned from us. 


491 
And 





ye shall read this book which we have sent unto you in order” to make it known ® 


15 in the house of the Lord, upon the feasts * and solemn days. 


And ye shall say, 


To the Lord our God belongeth righteousness, but unto us confusion ® of faces, as 

16 at® this day: unto the men’ of Juda, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to 
our kings, and to our princes, and to our priests, and to our prophets, and to our 
17, 18 fathers; who® have sinned before the Lord, and disobeyed him, and have not 
hearkened unto the voice of the Lord our God, to walk in the commandments of the 


19 Lord® that he gave before our eyes.” 


Since the day that the Lord brought our 


fathers “ out of the land of Egypt, even ” unto this day,!* we have been disobedient 
unto the Lord our God, and we have been negligent that we have not heard ™ his 
20 voice. And so” the evils cleaved unto us, and the curse, which the Lord appointed by 
Moses his servant at the time that he brought our fathers out of the land of Egypt, 
21 to give usa land that floweth with milk and honey, as at’ this day. And we 
hearkened not ” unto the voice of the Lord our God, according unto * all the words 
22 of the prophets, whom he sent unto us; and we walked, every man, according to the 
thought of his * wicked heart, to serve other ® gods, and to do evil in the sight of 


the Lord our God. 


Vers. 14-18. —1 Cf. Neclus. xlviii. 10 for the distinction between @vués and dpyy. 
$ confession (with Fritzsche, I connect éfayopevoot with amecretAauev, and not with dvayvicecde). 
éop7is ; for the second word III. XII. 26. al. have the plur. ; see Com. on the following.) 
7 them (av@paérw, which is to be understood distributively, ‘‘ every man’’). 


is come to pass. 


Fritzsche thinks avé’ may have fallen out before it. See Com.). 
10 us openly (kata mpocwrov nuav. Cf. Add. to Esth. i. 18, and the 


91. 228. 233. 289. Co. Ald. write avrovd for xupiov). 
present book at ii. 14. 19). 

Vers. 19-22. — 11 A. V.: forefathers 
hearing. 15 Wherefore (xa‘). 
sense, notwithstanding). 


12 omits eyen (cai is omitted in 22. 26. 106.). 
16 like as it is to see (ws). 
19 but every man followed the imaginations (éy évavoig) of his own. 


2A. V.* omits in order. 
4 (ev nuépg 
5 the confusion. 8 it 
8 for we (dv. 
¥ omits of the Lord (XII. 23. 26. 83. 49. 70. 86. 87. 90. 


12 present day. 14 in not 
17 Nevertheless we have not hearkened. 48 (z..€,; in 
20 strange. 


CuartTer I. 


Ver. 1. In Cod. Il. the Book of Baruch is 
divided into nine chapters or sections, which are 
severally distinguished by letters of the Greek 
alphabet. The first division is at i. 14, and the 
others as follows: ii. 11; iii. 1; iii. 9; iii. 24; iv. 
5; v.19; v. 30.— Ewald thinks it is evident, 
even from the manner in which the book opens, 
that it was intended to be attached to the Proph- 
ecy of Jeremiah, “since no independent writing 
could thus begin.” See Proph. d. Alt. Bundes, 
jii., p. 252. — The genealogy of Baruch is nowhere 
else so fully given. Cf. Jer. xxxii. 12; xxxvii. 3. 
— There is difference of opinion on the question 
how much words of' the book should be made to 
include. Reusch says, the whole work before us 
to chap. v. 9: Fritzsche, only the prayer, verse 
15 ff. ; above all, not iti. 9 ff. 

Vers. 2,3. The Chaldzans took Jerusalem on 
the ninth day of the fourth month, and burnt it 
on the tenth day of the fifth month. See Jer. 
xxxix. 2; lii. 6, 12,13. How, then, is the verse 
before us to be explained? Ewald translates: 
“before the time the Chaldeans,” etc., reading 
mpo Tov kaipod. Jahn and Bertholdt, on the other 
hand, translate: “after the time the Chaldeans,” 
etc. Both theories are simple conjectures. De 
Wette would change ére: into pyvi. The pas- 
sage is probably either corrupted (as might also 
be inferred from the fact that the name of the 
month is not given), or the writer has made a mis- 
take. It is an interesting coincidence, however, 
that the Romans did actually take and burn Rome 
in the fifth year of the war and on the seventh 
day of the month. But there are other difficul- 
ties than the matter of dates to be accounted for. 
According to 2 Kings xxv. 27, Jechonias remained 
in imprisonment until Evil Merodach ascended the 


throne; and from Jer. xliii. 3, 6, ff., we learn that 
Baruch, after the destruction of Jerusalem, ac- 
companied Jeremiah to Egypt. That he went to 
Babylon after the death of Jeremiah, as some 
traditions affirm, is indeed possible; but, accord- 
ing to other traditions equally worthy of belief, 
he died in Egypt. The theory, moreover, that 
Baruch afterwards returned to Babylon is con- 
trary to the representation of the Apocalypse of 
Baruch, (x. 21), as well as of the Ethiopie work, 
The Rest of the Words of Baruch. See Introd. 

Ver. 8. Lit., who came to the book. Cf. Add. 
to Esth. iv. 5: “I heard my fathers’ book; ” 
and the Book of Enoch xiv. 24: “Come.... 
to my holy words.” 

Ver. 4. The river Sud. This river cannot 
with certainty be identified. Some have thought 
it another name for the Euphrates (Calmet) ; 
others, that it is a branch stream between the 
Euphrates and the Tigris, where a certain city, 
Séerra, stood (Grotius). Probably it was a local 
name for some canal or arm of the Euphrates 

Ver. 6. Kaé& (Cod. II. agrees with III. XII. 
23. al. in this form, rather than xa@d) éxdorov 
qdivaro 7 xelp. The LXX, has at Deut. xvi. 17, 
Exacros Kata Sivauiw Tay xepdy tudy. Cf. also 
Ley. Vo ts 

Ver. 7. Joacim is distinguished from the other 
priests as though he were high priest. But no 
high priest of this name appears until a later 
period. Cf. Judith iv. 6, xv. 8; Jos., Antig., xi. 
5, §.1. When the Chaldeans took Jerusalem, 
Seraiah was high priest. Jer. lii. 24. Reusch 
thinks Joacim simply represented the high priest 
in Jerusalem after the latter had been carried 
away to Babylon. 

Ver. 8. ‘lhe person referred to is Baruch. It 
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might be inferred from this verse that the temple 
still stood. See also, below, verses 10, 14; ii. 16. 
We find nowhere any confirmation of the extraor- 
dinary statements here made; and, indeed, that 
any. part of the furniture of the temple was car- 
ried back to Jerusalem during the lifetime of 
Nabuchodonosor is well-nigh incredible. It was 
Solomon who had vessels made for the temple. 
Cf. 1 Kings xiv. 26; 2 Kings xxiv. 13. The pas- 
sage, moreover, seems to conflict with Jer. XXVii. 
16 f.; xxviii. 3; xxix. 4 f. Kmneucker (p. 212 f.) 
reads for “Sedecias” “Joacim” (cf. Jer. xxii. 
18; xxvi.1; xxvii. 1; xxxvi. 9), while holding 
that, “historically considered, the entire saga of 
this 8th verse amounts to nothing.” 

Ver. 9. And the captives. The writer is 
supposed by some to have been guilty at this 
point of a failure in translation, and to have been 
led into it by the rendering of the Septuagint at 
Jer. xxiv. 1, which the present passage closely 
follows. But the Hebrew word 730%, rendered 
by the LXX. in Jeremiah decudrns, has a kindred 
signification in Ps. exlii, 7 (prison); Is. xxiv. 22 
(fortress); xlii. 7 (fetters). The captives may 
have been hostages of high rank, in which case 
the word would not be out of place in the con- 
nection. 

Ver. 10. Kal mep) auaprias, 2. e., for sin offer- 


ings. Cf. 2 Macc. ii. 11. 
Ver. 11. Pray for the life of Nabuchodono- 
sor. See 1 Esd. vi. 31, where in a similar way 


prayer is desired for Darius and his children. 
Cf. also Jer. xxix. 7; 1 Mace. vii. 33; Jos., 
Antiq., xii. 2, § 6. — Baltasar, or as elsewhere 
spelled “Belshazzar,” is here called the son of 
Nabuchodonosor, as in Dan. vy. 2. It may in 
Biblical language mean no more than that he was 
a grandson, or descendant. Rawlinson has made 
it tolerably clear that Nabuchodonosor was the 
grandfather of Baltazar on the mother’s side. 
See Smith’s Bib. Dict., art. “Belshazzar.” But 
it is an evident anachronism to associate him with 
Nabuchodonosor in this way, as he was put to 
death by Cyrus near the end of the seventy years 
of exile. Cf. Rawlinson, Ancient Mon., iii. 70 f. 
Ver. 14. ’Efayopetou. The meaning given 
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this word by the A. V. would be allowable as a 
derived one. Cf. the LXX. at Ez. x. 1, Neh. ix. 
3, where it is similarly used in the sense of making 
confession. Kneucker also renders by als bekennt- 
niss, as a confession. —’Ev Huépous caipod. Fritzsche 
would make xapod synonymous with €oprijs of 
the preceding clause. But it is more likely that 
the word was intentionally used for the sabbaths, 
and to distinguish them from the other days 
mentioned. This view is confirmed by another 
apocryphal work, the so-called First Letter of the 
Writer Baruch, which was undoubtedly based on 
the present book, and which in the Latin transla- 
tion reads: “ Et federis majorum vestrorum, solen- 
nitatum atque sabbathorum ne obliviscamini.” Cf. 
Fabricius, Cod. Pseudep. Vet., etc., ii. 153 ; also, 
Ewald, Proph. d. Alt. Bundes, iii. 203. 


Vers. 15-18. Cf. Dan. ix. 7-10, of which this 
passage is nearly a literal reproduction. — Been 
disobedient unto, jreOhoaper, with the dative. 
A peculiar construction (this verb being usually 
followed by mpés in this sense), and, according to 
Fritzsche, found only here. See verse 19. In 
verse 18, mopevec@a is also followed by the dative, 
without a preposition (cf. LXX. at 2 Kings xvii. 
8), where we should have expected év. — ‘Hyay, 
&v. Some take éy for av@’ dv, because. So the 
A. V. But itis more likely that it was put unskill- 
fully in the genitive by attraction with juav. 

Ver. 19. “Hueba (mer, 22. 36. 48. 51. 62. 88. 
96. 198.231.). In two passages in the New Testa- 
ment this form is supported by good MSS.,— 
Matt. xxiii. 30; Acts xxvii. 37. Winer (p. 80) 
remarks, however, that it does not appear in any 
good writer. Tregelles and Tischendorf adopt 
it also at Eph. ii. 3. Cf. Buttmann, p. 50. — 
’EcxedidCouev. This word occurs nowhere else in 
the LXX. In a transitive sense it means, to 
do a thing offhand; intransitive, to be negligent. 
Kneucker renders by getrotzt, defied. 

Ver. 20. The phrase, as at this day, is to be 
connected with the first part of the verse: “ Evils 
cleaved unto us,” ete., “as at this day.” Kmneucker 
suspects here (as at iii. 4) a mistranslation, and 
renders the verb by ergoss sich iiber, was poured 
out over. 





Cuapter II. .3 


1 Awp so? the Lord made? good his word, which he pronounced against ® us, and 
against our judges that judged Israel, and against our kings, and against our princes, 
2 and against the men‘ of Israel and Juda, in that he has brought ® upon us great 
evils, so that it was not done elsewhere under the whole heaven, as it was done ® in 
3 Jerusalem, according to the things that were written in the law of Moses: that we 
should eat, every one" the flesh of his son,® and every one ® the flesh of his daughter.” 
4 And he" delivered them to be in subjection to all the kingdoms that are round 
about us, a/*reproach and a desolation among all the peoples that are round 


Vers. 1-3.—1A.V.: Therefore (kai consecutivum ; ef. i. 20). 


10.) 4 (av@pwrov = ‘‘ every man”’; ef. i. 15.) 
Winer, p. 324 £. 


hath made. 8 (émi.._Heb., YY} of. Jer. xvi. 


5 to bring (infin. with rod ; lit., so that, but in sense, in that; cf. 
The A. V. makes it dependent on éAaAncev ; but it is to be connected with éoryae). 


6 plagues, 


such as never happened under the whole heaven, as it came to pass in J. (kaka peydda, & ove éxtoujOy — Codd. If. IIT. 
XIT. 83. 49., and many others have this reading instead of érotncev of the text. rec.— tnoxdtw ravtds TOD ovpavod Kaba 


érroujOn ev “I. 
av@pwrov). 8 ownson. ® omits every one. 
Vers. 4-6. —11 A. V.: Moreover he hath. 


Cf. Heb. at Dan. ix. 12, of which it is a nearly literal translation). 
10 own daughter. 
12 to be asa. 


7a man should eat (rod dayety nas 


18 omits a (Fritzsche adopts eis before a8arov from IIL 
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5 about us, where the Lord scattered them.’ And they * were cast down, and not 
exalted,’ because we sinned * against the Lord our God, in that we hearkened not® 
unto his voice. 

To the Lord our God appertaineth righteousness ; but unto us and to our fathers 
confusion of faces, as at® this day. All’ these evils came* upon us, which the 
Lord pronounced® against us. And we prayed not” before the Lord, that we 
might turn! every one from the purposes” of his wicked heart. And so” the 
Lord watched over ws for evils, and the Lord brought them” upon us; for the 
Lord 7s righteous in" all his works which he commanded ” us. And we hearkened 
not ® unto his voice, to walk in the commandments of the Lord, that he gave be- 
11 fore our eyes.” And now, O Lord God of Israel, that hast brought thy people out 

of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and with signs, and with wonders, and 
with great power, and with a high arm,” and hast gotten ™ thyself a name, as it is ” 
12 this day, O Lord our God, we have sinned, we have done ungodly, we have dealt 
13 unrighteously ™ in all thine ordinances. Let now * thy wrath turn from-us ; for we 
14 are a* few left among the heathen, where thou hast scattered us. Hear our 
___ prayer,”* O Lord, and our petition,” and deliver us for thine own sake, and give us 
15 favor in the sight of them who carried us away:* that all the earth may know that 
thou art the Lord our God, because * Israel and his race is called ® by thy name. 
16 O Lord, look down from thy holy house, and consider us; incline * thine ear, O 
17 Lord, and hear.*? Open O Lord ® thine eyes, and behold; for the dead in their we 
graves, whose spirit has been ® taken from their bodies, will not give unto the Lord 
18 glory and righteousness ; ** but the soul that is greatly vexed, that ” goeth stooping 
and feeble, and the eyes that fail, and the hungry soul, will give thee glory * and 
19 righteousness, O Lord. For ® we do not make our humble supplication * before 
20 thee, O Lord our God, for the righteousness of cur fathers, and of our kings. For 
thou hast sent out thy wrath and indignation upon us, as thou hast spoken by thy 
21 servants the prophets, saying,“ Thus saith the Lord, Bow down your shoulder * 
to serve the king of Babylon; so* shall ye remain in the land that I gave unto 
22 your fathers. And “ if ye will not hear the voice of the Lord, to serve the king of 
23 Babylon, I will cause to cease from * the cities of Juda, and from ** Jerusalem, the 
yoice of mirth, and the voice of joy, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of 
24 the bride; and the whole land shall be desolate of inhabitants. And we hearkened 
not unto thy voice, to serve the king of Babylon; and thou hast * made good the 








(=) ome 


XII. 26. multisque 1.) 1 people round about, where (Fritzsche receives juov after cixA@ from IIT. 26. and ‘‘ many 
MSS.” ; it is omitted by II. with the zezt. rec.) the Lord hath scattered them (lit., them there. A common Hebraism). 
2 Thus we (kai éyev#Oyoay ; 22. 36. 48. 62. 96. 198. 229. 231., the 1st per. plur.). 8 (Marg., ‘ Gr., were beneath and 
not above.’ Of. Deut. xxviii. 18.) 4 have sinned. 5 and have not been obedient (zpos Td wy akoverv). 6 open 
shame as appeareth (cf. i. 15, where the Greek is the same). 

Vers. 7-10. —7 A. V.: For all. 8 plagues are come (7\Gev). 9 hath pronounced (see Com.). 10 Yet (xaé) 
have we not prayed. 11 (Meaning either, ‘“ prayed not to the Lord for deliverance, because we turned ”’; or, ‘‘ we 
prayed not tc the Lord and made no promise to turn.” Fritzsche, on the contrary, would give the verb a transitive 
sense: ‘‘ that he — God — turn every one. Cf, i. 13.) 12 imaginations (not clear, It means thoughts, purposes). 
13 Wherefore (cat; cf. ver. 1). 14 eyil (lit., ‘‘ watched over evils’ 7. ¢., ‘to execute them. Cf. Jer. i. 12, where it is 
said that he will watch over (A. V., hasten) his word “ to perform it.” The A. V. renders at Jer. xliy. 27, as here). 
15 hath brought it. 16 (i. e., with respect to.) 17 hath commanded. 18 Yet we have not hearkened. 19 hath 
set before us (cf. i. 18, and below, ver. 28). 

Vers. 11-15.—20 A. Y.: hand, and high arm (I have followed the order of the Greek in placing this phrase after the 


word ‘‘ power *’). 21 (Lit., made.) 22 appeareth. 28 (Of. Kings viii. 47, which our author seems to follow.) 
% omits now (87. It is received by Fritzsche from III. 23. 26, 33. al. ; text. rec. omits). 25 but a. 26 prayers. 
27 petitions. 28 which have led us away (arovkioavtwr). 2 (Others — De Wette, Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, and some 


MSS., 22. 36. 48. 51. 62. 96. 231., which place a xai before 67. — would make this or. codrdinate with the preceding. This 
would make a smoother sentence without detracting from the strength of the idea.) °° posterity (yévos) is called (for 
érekdyOn of the text. rec. III. XI. 33. 49. 70. 90. 91. 106. Ald. read émuxéxAnrac). 

Vers. 16-20.— 31 A. V.: bow down (kAwov. Fritzsche rejects the «ai before it, with IIT. XIT. 28. 26. 33. al. It is not 
in I.). 32 to hear us. 33 gmits O Lord (Fritzsche adopts xvpee from IIT. XII. 26.88. al. It is supported also by IT-). 
84 that are in the. 35 souls (marg., ‘ Gr., spirit or life’) are. 36 will give... . neither praise (Sofar) nor righteous- 
ness (Stkaiwua. Grotius, justification, 1. e., approbation of his decrees; Schleusner, due prajse; De Wette, what 
belongs to him, his right ; Vritesche, proper recognition ; Reusch, as A. V. The meaning seems to be that they will not 
ascribe to him, in praise, the glory and righteousness that belong to his nature and characterize all his dealings). 
87 greatly vexed (see Com.) ; which. 38 praise. 39 Therefore. 40 See Com. 41 Fritzsche receives Aéywv 
from III. XII. 22. 26; 33. and many others. 

Vers. 21-24. — 42 A. V.: shoulders. 43 (kai connecting an imperative with a preceding imperative.) 44 But. 
45 out of. 4% from without (éwOev. Probably the idea is taken from Jer. vii. 84, where the Heb. is properly rendered 
in the LXX. by “‘ from the streets of Jerusalem ; but at xliv. 6, 9, 17, as here, by ew@ev ‘I.). 47 But we would not 
hearken .... therefore hast thou. 


4 
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words that thou spakest by thy servants theprophets, that * the bones of our kings, 
and the bones of our fathers, should be taken out of their graves.” And lo, they 
have been cast out® to the heat of the day, and to the frost* of the night, and 
they died by bitter trials® by famine, and by sword, and by pestilence. And the 
house which is called by thy name’ hast thou laid waste, as at* this day, for the 
wickedness of the house of Israel and the house of Juda. And*® O Lord our God, 
thou hast, dealt with us according to” all thy goodness," and according to all that 
great mercy of thine, as thou spakest by thy servant Moses in the day when thou 
didst command him to write thy law before the children” of Israel, saying, If ye 
do not? hear my voice, surely this very great multitude“ shall be turned into a 
small number among the nations, where I will scatter them. For I know that 
they will1® not hear me, because it is a stiffnecked people; and ™ in the land of 
their captivities they shall come to themselves, and shall know that I am the Lord 
their God; and ® I will give them a heart, and ears that *° hear; and they shall 
praise me in the land of their captivity, and think upon my name, and return from their 
stiff neck,” and from their wicked deeds ;* for they shall remember the way of their 
fathers, who* sinned before the Lord. And I will bring them again into the land 
which I promised with an oath ™ unto their fathers, Abraham, and* Isaac, and 
Jacob, and they shall be lords of it; and I will increase them, and they shall not 
be diminished. And I will establish an everlasting covenant with them to be” 
their God, and they shall be my people; and I will no more drive my people of Israel 
out of the land that I have given them. 
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26 
27 


28 
29 


30 


35 


Ver. 24.—1 A V.: namely, that. 2 places (rémov ; cf. Ecclus. xlvi. 12; xlix. 10). 
Vers. 25-29. —5 A. V.: are cast out (see Com.). 4 (See Com.) 5 died (not especially those whose bones have 
just been spoken of, but the inhabitants of Jerusalem in general) in great miseries (€v mévots rovnpots). 6 (See Com.) 


7 (Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, ‘‘ where thy name is called upon.’’) 


state) is to be seen. 9 omits And. 10 after. 
Com. 

Vers. 30-35. —15 A. V.: knew. 16 would. 17 put. 
érotpépouow emt kapSlayv avTov). 19 for. 20 to. 


Still the sense is the same.) 
which Iswore.) 75 omits and. 


11 (émeixerdy cov.) 


22 (Cod. II. agrees with III. XII. 22. 26. in writing tpayyarwv.) 
26 make (oryjow, Set up or establish). 


8 laid waste, as it (eOnxas, set, placed, brought to the 
12 (Lit., sons.) 18 will not. 14 See 


18 remember (I adopt the marg. rendering. The Greek is, 


21 (Marg., back; Gr., vérov, and not as just above, rpaxyAos. 


23 which. 24 (Lit., 


7 Inf. with rod. Lit., so that Tam. 


CuHarter II. 


Vers. 1,2. Cf. Dan. ix. 12, 18, from which the 
sentiment was taken. 

Ver. 8. Cf. Lev. xxvi. 29; Deut. xxviii. 53; 
Jer. xix. 9; and Joseph., Jud. Bell., vi. 8, § 4. 

Ver. 4. Els &Barov. Ewald would translate the 


substantive by astonishment, Heb. TAD, instead 


of desolation. Cf. also Jer. xlii. 18, where the A. V. 
renders this word by “astonishment,” although 
the LXX. translates, as here, by &Barov. This is 
one of the verses which Kneucker ascribes to a 
Christian hand. Cf. iii. 87. 

Ver. 7. Cf. verses 7-17, with Dan. ix. 13-18. 
—°A eddance kupios ed’ Huds mavra TA KaKd TadTA 
& HAGev ep’ judas. The construction is difficult. 
Some MSS. strike out the second @: xii. 26, 33. 
86. 49, 62. al., with Co. and Ald. Others read, in 
place of the first one, did71: 22. 36. 48. 51. 96. 


231. The latter, as will be seen, is slightly sup- 
ported. And the former seems, in other respects, 


the least objectionable and simpler, and is adopted 
by Fritzsche. Probably the second & came into 
the text through a failure in transcription, from 
TAUT. 

Ver. 11. Cf. Deut. xxvi. 8; Jer. xvi. 21. 

Ver. 14. Tlpooeuxt «al dénors. These words 
are often found thus combined. Cf. Ps. Ixxxvi. 
6; Dan. ix. 17, where the latter is rendered in 
the A. V. by “supplication.” 

Ver. 16. Thine holy house. By general 
usage this would refer to the temple at Jerusalem, 
but probably refers to heaven. Cf. Deut. xxvi. 
15, which offers a direct parallel. 





Ver. 18. ‘H Wuxh 7 Avrouuévn ém) 7d peyebos. 
The latter expression, used adverbially in the 
A. V. as modifying Aumouyévn, is variously ex- 
plained. Ewald would read for én) 7d, ka) ré. 
De Wette, with the Old Latin, Brentano, Dereser, 
and others, would limit uéyefos by some such 
word as “misfortune” or “evil,” and translate: 
“ But those who are troubled over the greatness 
of the misfortune.” Fritzsche also suspects a 
corrupt text, and suggests the Hebrew word 
m4, aixuarwola, i. e., captivity, as possibly ly- 
ing at the basis of the original Greek translation. 
This is adopted by Bunsen’s Bibelwerk. Kneucker 
agrees with Reusch that the passage is derived 
from Deut. xxviii. 65, and renders 7 wuxh 7 
Avrouuevy by “the trembling heart ” (referring to 
the LXX. at Ezek. xvi. 43, Is. xxxii. 11, for a 
similar rendering into Greek of the Hebrew ward 


wa). With respect to the remaining phrase, he 
suggests that the translator read Saar, when he 


should have read S557, and renders, and the 
foot that goeth, ete. 


Ver. 19. KataBdAdouey tov %rcov. Fritzsche 
receives 7u@y after the last word from XII. 22. 
23, 26, 33., mudtisquel. It is notin Il. “ Suppli- 
cation” isan unusual meaning for ZAcos. It is 
rather the Latin misericordia. Fritzsche and - 
Bunsen’s Bibelwerk would translate: “For thy 
mercy ascribe we not to,” etc. Ewald, Reusch, 
Kneucker, and others, however, agree virtually 

’ 
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ey ee ee 
with the A. V., regarding %Acos as intended to} Ver. 29. Surely this very great multitude 
represent the Hebrew MMF. See Jer. xxxvi. pees this as swarm). The A. V. By aks 

i a ere Cie : ¢.,,' ders ef wny H BouBnois ) meydAn 7 TOAA) avrn. 
ae na hohe 26, where édcos is used for) 75, ci pny, 49. 51. 90. 231, Co. Ald. read 4 phy. 
4 aety Cf. Heb. vi. 14. Fritzsche adopts the latter as 
alone admissible For 7 peyddn 4 moda, III. 


Ver. 21. ’Em rhy yhv. This preposition does 
not govern the accusative with verbs of rest; but pai : ac : a 2 
the idea of motion precedes that of rest in the 1 ane pe ear ‘Ssaalemnggige dae ha Vule, ae 
present verb,-as in Matt. xix. 28. The Codd. a Meer phen s 


= = leaves  moAAH out. — BéuBnois. This word 
sly peeerreran sy 86,810, Ald, have. the which does not appear elsewhere in the Pee 


Ver. 23. Kneucker renders by “ in the streets” ae ters erie hi lg coe Ap Mc 
ene Nie ee vanalatoy wie, |OL & multitude of people. The verb BouBeiv is 
(of aoyeawets), believing as the translator se noticeably a i by the LXX. at Jer. xxxi, 
2 ae 2 an 
"rei «ney Cf. ocr, under eee oe 35 (roar), xlviii. 836 (sound), to render iWon, 
0 $ é ror * ‘ : = 
aa Be tet niet a che ea head enh tite which is allied to the English hum and the Ger- 
ergot eee ae re viii i2 man hummen.— Come to themselves. Lit., re- 
< al . wR . . "ate My s 
Mayerds signifies either frost or cold. —’Amoaroan apace dibiote * more da Re US 
ciated” ee thor sale ae = hearts, inclinations. It is saying, in other words, 
¢ Q > f re 7 7 " 7 7 . ary ’ 
rendered ee most of the older commentators. It eee re: arr, : a es pepe / yee 
derives its meaning here from the LXX., which Wor 4h gi mn "s. : ere. oe sd a 
in the parallel passage (Jer. xxxii. 36) employs it Sea OBEY DOING GUC C sO 0e enero ae 


es é the word ouverhy, and are followed by the Syriac 
to translate the Hebrew word 437, which means | and Old Latin (Luther); but it is clearly a gloss 


pest, plague. This peculiar meaning for the Greek | taken from Jer. xxiv. 7. 

word seems to have arisen as follows: To send the Ver. 33. Return from their stiff neck (mar- 
pest was rendered often in the LXX. by amo-|gin, back). The figure is mixed, From the dis- 
atehAcw Oavatov; and so in the LXX. and also | position which is symbolized by a stiff neck they 
here the pest itself was entitled the thing sent, | might turn away. 

a&rocToAn. 





CuHAprTer III. 


1 O Lorp Almighty, God of Israel, a+ soul in anguish, and a? troubled spirit, 
2 crieth unto thee. Hear, O Lord, and have mercy ;® because we have sinned before 
3, 4 thee. For thou reignest * for ever, and we perish for ever.» O Lord Almighty, 
God ° of Israel, hear now the prayer’ of the dead of Israel,® and of their sons who? 
sinned before thee, who hearkened not *° unto the voice of thee their God ;™ and so 
these evils cleaved * unto us. Remember not the iniquities of our fathers ; * but re- 
member * thy hand’ and thy name at” this time. For thou art the Lord our 
God, and thee, O Lord, will we praise. Since™ for this cause thou hast put thy 
fear in our heart, and dost permit us to * call upon thy name. And we will * praise 
thee in our captivity ; for we have put away from our heart” all the iniquity of 
8 our fathers, that sinned before thee. Behold, we are” this day in our captivity, 

where thou hast scattered us, for a reproach and a curse, and an indebtedness,” 

according to all the iniquities of our fathers, who 78 departed from the Lord our 


God. 


“1m Or 


9 Hear, Israel, the commandments of life ; 
Give ear to understand wisdom.* 
10 Why is” it, Israel, why is it * that thou art in the ” enemies’ land ; 


Vers. 1-4. —1 A. V.: the. 2 anguish, the. 3 mercy, for thou art merciful: and have pity upon us (the addition 
is found in ITI. with nine cursives and all the old versions, except that only the first and the Old Lat., read éAcjpwv 
for qpav. Cod. XII.adds in the margin, te Beds éAejuwrv afterkvpre). 4 endurest (see Com.). 5 utterly (same word 
as that rendered “‘ forever ”’ in the same verse). 6 thou God. 7 prayers. 8 Israelites. 9 their children which 
have. 10 and not hearkened. 11 (For gov Ocov, XII. 62. al. read xvpiov @.; III. omits cov ; 26. 83. 36, al. xvpiov 
Tov @.) 12 for the which cause these plagues cleave. 

Vers. 5-8. —13 A. V.: forefathers. 14 think upon (ef. preceding line). 15 power. 16 now at. 7 And. 


18 hearts, to the intent that we should (for Kat émixadetoOor, TIL. XII. and sixteen cursives, with Co., read TOU é., 
which was adopted by the A. V. This force may be given to édwkas, on which éerikadciabar, as well as Tov pdBov gov, 
depends). 19 omits we will. 20 called to mind (dmeorpéapev aro kapdtas. For the last two words III, XII. 238. 
26. 36. 49. 70. 86. 88. 90. 91. 106. 228. 283. Co. Ald. and II. from the second hand, have émt kapSiav. Cf. ver. 30 of chap. . 
ii.). 21 forefathers ....aeyet.  ™ to be subjects to payments (¢. ¢.,to God. They were guilty, and this guilt 
id). 23 which. 

Pe, 0. fee Com. on ver. 12. 2 A. V.: How happeneth. 26 omits why is it (so III. XII. 28. 26. 388. 
al. (fourteen cursives in all) Co. Ald., but it is apparently a correction). 27 thine. 
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That thou hast become? old in a strange land,? that thou art defiled with the 
dead, 
11 hat thou art counted with them in Hades ??® 
12 Thou hast forsaken the fountain of wisdom. 
18  If* thou hadst walked in the way of God, 
Thou shouldest have dwelled in peace for ever.® 
14 Learn where is wisdom,® where is strength, where is understanding :" 
That thow mayest know also ® where is length of days,’ and life, 
Where is the light of the eyes, and peace. 
15 Who hath found out her place ? 
And who hath entered” into her treasures ? 
16 Where are the princes of the heathen? 4 
And such as ruled the beasts upon the earth ; 
17. ‘They that had their pastime with the fowls of the air ; 
And they that hoarded up silver 
And gold, wherein men trust, 
And there is ” no end of their getting ?¥ 
18 For they sought wealth, and were full of care ; * 
And yet there is no finding of their labors. 
19 They are vanished and gone down to Hades,” 
And others have 7§ come up in their stead. 
20 Later ones * have seen the ” light, and dwelt upon the earth; 
But the way of knowledge have they not known, 
21 Nor understood the paths thereof ; 
Their sons have not laid hold of it, 
They * were far off from her * way. 
22 ~=It hath not been heard of in Chanaan,” 
Neither hath it been seen in Theman.™ 
23 The sons of Agar also,” that seek understanding upon the earth, 
The merchants of Merran and of Theman,”’ 
And the mythologists,* and they that search out the understanding : * 
None of these ® have known the way of wisdom, 
Nor remembered ** her paths. 
24 O Israel, how great 7s the house of God! 
And how large ® the place of his possession ! 
25 Great, and it hath no end; ® 
High, and immeasurable ! ** 
26 There arose * the giants famous * from the beginning, 
That were of great stature, expert * in war. 
27 These ® did not the Lord choose, 
Neither gave he the way of knowledge unto them ; 
28 And™ they were destroyed, because they had not wisdom,” 
They perished“ through their foolishness.” ‘ 
29 Who hath gone up into heaven, and taken her, 


Vers. 10-14. —1 A. V.: art waxen. 2 country (the word was rendered ‘‘ land”? in the preceding member). 
8 that go down into the grave. 4 For if. 5 Fritzsche receives xpovoy after al@va from III. XII. and eighteen 
cursives, Ald. 6 See ver. 1. 7 gbveots. 8 Gua. ® See Com. 

Vers. 15-19.— 1© A. V.: Or.... come. 11 heathen become. 12 made. 18 (Cf. Com.) 14 (Ten cursives and 
all the old versions, with Theodoret, omit 671, but it appears to be genuine.) 1 that wrought in silver (rd apyvprov 
rextaivovtes. The language is figurative. The A. V. followed the Vulgate) .... so careful. 16 And whose works 
are unsearchable (the false rendering above misled). WV the grave. 18 are. “ 

Vers. 20-28.— 19 A. V.: Young men (he speaks chronologically). 20 omits the. °1 thereof, nor laid hold of it 
(I connect with the following)... . Their children were far off (see preceding note). 22 that (avrys is to be read with 
26. 289. al. Syr., instead of ai7@v. So Fritzsche and Reusch). °3 Canaan. °4 Theman. 25 Agarenes (for of te, 
IL. XII. 86. 49. al. read ote. Fritzsche thinks that perhaps it should be emended to drt. Reusch dissents. The tert, 
rec. read otre). *6 wisdom (cvveow ; “ understanding’? at ver. 14, and below) upon. 27 Theman, 28 The 
authors of fables (see Com.). * searchers out of understanding. 50 (A. V. gives the sense, Lit., But they 
have not.)  *1 Or remember. ‘ 

Vers. 24-30. —®? A. V.: how large (lit., long. Codd. 22. 86. 48. al. read edurjins) is. 88 and hath none end. 
84 unmeasurable. 35 were. 86 (of is repeated. here by III. XII. 22. and seventeen other cursives, Co. Ald. Old Lat. 
Ar., and is adopted by Reusch.) 87 so great .... and so expert. 88 Those (Tovrous). 89 But. 40 they had no 
wisdom (see ver. 9). 41 And perished. 42 own foolishness. 
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And brought her down from the clouds ? 


Who hath gone? over the sea, and found her, 


And will bring her for pure? gold? 


31 
32 


No man knoweth her way, 
Nor thinketh of her path. 
But he that knoweth all things knoweth her, 

He ® hath found her out by * his understanding ; 


et 


He that prepared the earth for evermore 
Hath filled it with fourfooted creatures ; ° 


33 


He that sendeth forth the ° light, and it goeth, 


Calleth it,’ and it obeyeth him with fear.® 


34 


And® the stars shined in their watches, and rejoiced ; 


He called them, and they said, Here are we ; 
With joy they gave light for ' him that made them. 


35 This zs our God, 


There shall none other be accounted of in comparison with ™ him. 


36 


He found out all the way of knowledge, 


And gave it unto Jacob his servant, 
And to Israel his beloved.” 


37 


Afterward did it show itself upon the ® earth, 


And held converse * with men. 


Ver. 30. —1 Lit., gone through, i. e., the waves. 
Vers. 32-37.—5A.V.: And. ‘with. 
9 omits And. 
11 And there . . . . comparison of. 


versed (lit., lived together with, or among). 


5 beasts (kTynv@r). 
10 When he calleth them, they say, Here we be; And so with cheerfulness they shewed light unto. 
2 hath found... 
omitted by IIT. 22. 23. 33. al. while XIT. has it only in the margin.) 


2 Lit., choice. 


6 omits the (see Com.). 7 it again. 8 (tpdéue.) 
. hath given . . . . (Lit., beloved by him. The prep. va’ is 
18 he shew himself upon (see Com.). 14 con- 


Cuapter III. 


Ver. 1. Kexpaye. The perfect used as pres- 
ent. Cf. Winer, p. 271. 
Ver. 3. 3d Kabhuevos Tov aidva, cal jets aror- 


Atuevor thy aigva. For thou reignest [art en- 
throned| forever, and we perish forever. This 
is the literal meaning. Wahl’s Clavis would give 
to the latter verb the negative sense of od (aves. 
Theodoret and others render by mpécnaupot, transi- 
tory. They would seek thus to escape from the 
difficulties apparently contained in the passage 
when taken in its literal sense. But if the 
we” here had been supposed to refer to the 
Jewish nation, no such evasion of the proper 
meaning of the verb would probably have been 
attempted: “Tor thou reignest forever, and we 
[the nation in exile] perish forever,” 7. e., unless 
God should interpose for their help. And this 
thought offers a proper basis for the one that fol- 
lows. The use of the middle voice of the present 
yerb in the New Testament as referring to the 
eternal doom of man, has no support in classical 
usage. Homer used it of death in battle. See 
Cremer’s Lex., at the word. In Deut. iv. 26, it is 
held out as a threat against Israel that they 
should utterly perish from off the land if they be- 
came idolatrous. On the use of améAdAvmr in the 
LXX., see Girdlestone, pp. 430-434. 

Ver. 4. Hear the prayer of the dead of Is- 
rael. Is this to be taken literally, or figuratively ? 
Most commentators say figuratively, and suppose 
that by “dead of Israel” those who are virtually 
dead by being in exile are meant. But a more 
natural interpretation, and one quite admissible, 
would be to suppose that the prayers of the few 
pious Israelites who once lived and prayed, bat 
were now dead along with the many that sinned, 
are intended. So Kneucker, who says that the 





words correspond to of reOvnkdres év TG GBn at ii. 
17. On this supposition the phrase, “and of 
their sons,” as referring to the sacredness of the 
divine covenant (Ex. xx. 6; 1 Kings viii. 25-53) 
would have peculiar significance; for that the 
added clause, “who sinned before thee,” does 
not refer to the sins of the children, but those of 
the fathers, is evident from the form of the verb, 
from aitéy immediately following, and from 
verses 5 and 8, where the sins of the fathers are 
alone mentioned. 

Ver. 7. This verse is closely connected in 
thought with the preceding. The translation, 
“to the intent,” etc., is based on the reading, rod 
for kal. Cf. Text. Notes. 

Ver. 8. “OpAnow, an owing, a debt, like dpAnua. 
The word is found only here in the LXX., and 
elsewhere but seldom. Kneucker renders,“ and 
for an astonishment,” holding that the transla- 
tor made a mistake in the Hebrew word. 

Ver. 9. With this verse we enter upon the 
second and quite distinct part of the book of 
Baruch. See Jntrod. The commandments of life 
are those that lead to true life. 

Ver. 10. Tiéri. ’Eort is to be supplied. Cf. 
Winer, p. 585; and Meyer’s Com., at Mark i. 16, 
Acts y. 4.— Defiled with the dead, i. e., along 
with the dead, as the dead, and not (as some inter- 
pret), by contact with the dead, which would have 
little force here. 

Ver. 12. Fountain of wisdom, mnyiv tis 
coplas. God himself or his commandments may 
be supposed to be meant. Seeiv.1. In the 9th 
and 14th verses the A. V. has rendered gpévnois 
by wisdom, and in verse 23 it has given the same 
translation to odveois. These words, with coola, 
are not always to be distinguished in sense in 
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these books. It may be said in general, however, 
that cota is the noblest word, and is never used 
by itself in Scripture, except as applied to God 
or to good men. The word ¢pédvnais refers more 
to the skillful adaptation of means to ends, and is 
perhaps, generally, best rendered by the English 
word “prudence.” The word commonly em- 
ployed in the LXX. as corresponding to the 


Hebrew 992, to separate, distinguish, perceive, 
a) ‘P 2 g Pp 


know, is civecis ; but sometimes it gives place to 
émorTnhun or ppdvnots. 

Ver. 14. Length of days. Properly distin- 
guished here from “life.” See Deut. xxx. 20, 
and verse 9 of the present chapter. 

Ver. 16. Such as ruled the beasts. Nebu- 
chadnezzar is so spoken of by Daniel (ii. 38 ; ef. 
Jer. xxvii. 6, xxviii. 14). Kneucker, with his 
theory of the origin of the work, naturally gives 
the words a more general significance. 

Ver. 17. Krhoews, getting. This word means 
both acquisition and possession. The former mean- 
ing suits the connection well; but the latter is 
more common in the LXX. 

Ver. 18. There is no finding of their la- 
bors. This clause has given great trouble to 
critics. Ewald thinks that it may be an inexact 


translation of SYD PS): And there is no suffi- 


ciency, i. e., satisfaction, in their works. Gaab 
translates éfedpeois by ergriinden, searching out, 
fathoming, as does the A. V. So also Reusch. 
In Is. xl. 28, this Greek word is used by the 


LXX. to translate 7707. But the above transla- 


tion, which is also that of Fritzsche, is quite ad- 
missible, and seems best to agree with the context. 

Ver. 19. An answer is given to the question 
contained in verse 16. The intervening verses 
explain who are meant by the “ princes of the 
nations.” Some commentators are of the opinion 
that this passage, verses 16-21, was meant to refer 
to the different dynasties which, one after the 
other, held sway over Palestine ; and Bertholdt is 
of the opinion that this part of the book, at least, 
could not have been written before the era of the 
Seleucidz, who'reigned at Antioch from the death 
of Alexander the Great to the close of the Roman 
republic. —It is going too far to judge with 
Dahne (ii. 151) from this verse and ii. 17, that 
the author of Baruch knew nothing of the doc- 
trine of the immortality of the soul. 

Ver. 22. Chanaan. Pheenicia is probably 
meant, whose inhabitants were distinguished for 
commerce and general progress in.the arts. See 
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a valuable article by Kleuker in Schenkel’s Bib. 
Lex., s.v., and Stark’s Gaza, etc. — Theeman. 
This was the name given to a region lying in 
the southeast part of Idumxa, The Themanites, 
also, had the credit of possessing great wisdom. 
See Jer. xlix. 7; Job ii. 11. : 

Ver. 23. Agar was the mother of Ishmael. 
Gen. xvi. 15. Kneucker renders both members : 
“ Also the sons of Hagar, who pass through the 
land for gain. The merchants of Medan and 
Thema, who speak in parables and seck after 
prudence.” — Merran has not with certainty been 
identified. Some think the text corrupt, and 
Hitzig (at Ps. ii., p. 119), with Ewald, would read ~ 
Madian. Grotius suggests the Mearah of the 
Sidonians; Reusch suggests Gerra_in Arabia 
Felix; Fritzsche, the Arabian region Mahrah and 
the city Marane mentioned by Pliny.— Authors 
of fables (A. V.). The Greek word pv@oAdyot, 
“relaters of legends,’ might better perhaps be 
transferred as above. It is not elsewhere found 
in the Greek Bible. On the mythologists of an- 
cient Phoenicia, see Herzog’s Real-Encyk., xiii. 
pp. 413-423, and Stark, J. c., chap. iii. 

Ver. 24. By the house of God is meant the 
universe. This expression does not occur with 
the same meaning in the canonical books of the 
Old Testament, but is common with Philo. 

Vers. 26-28. See Gen. vi. 1 ff.; Wisd. xiv. 6; 
Eeclus. xvi. 7; 3 Mace. ii. 4. 

Vers. 29-31. See Deut. xxx. 11-13. 

Ver. 33, Td gas. The sun is meant, as gen- 
eral usage and the connection plainly demand, 
and not, as Reusch and Kneucker suppose, the 
lightning. 

Ver. 37. The reference is manifestly to wis- 
dom, and not to God, or to his Son, our Saviour. 
The passage, however, was very commonly used 
by both the Greek and Latin Fathers to prove 
that the appearance of Christ in the flesh was 
matter of prediction. See Prov. viii. 31 ; Wisd. 
ix. 10; Ecclus. xxiv. 10-13, where wisdom is 
similarly personified. Reusch differs from the 
majority of Roman Catholic interpreters in sup- 
porting the meaning given the passage by us. 
He says that the context does not allow of any 
other sense. The entire section preceding treats 
of wisdom, and the Divine Being is only intro- 
duced because of the relation which wisdom holds 
to Him. Kneucker, with Grotius, Hitzig, Hilgen- 
feld, and Schiirer, holds that the verse lacks 
genuineness, and that it was introduced here by a 
Jewish Christian. But such a supposition is quite 
unnecessary, and has no sufficient ground. 





CuaptTerR IV. 


1 Tuts 7s the book of the commandments of God, 
And the law that endureth? for ever ; 
All they that keep it? shall come to life ; 


But such as leave it shall die. 


2 Turn thee, O Jacob, and take hold of it; 
Walk in the presence of the light thereof.? 
8 Give not thine honor to another, 
And‘ the things that are profitable unto thee, to a strange nation. 


Vers. 1-8. —1 imdpxwr. 


2 For abrjv, III. 388. 49. al. Ald. read avris. 
light thereof. A. V. adds ‘‘ that thow mayest be illuminated,” but I know not on what authority. 


8 Marg., Gr., to the shining before the 
4A Y.: Nor. 
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4  O Israel, happy are we ; 
For what is * pleasing to God? is known ® unto us. 
Be of good courage, my * people, remnant ® of Israel. 
Ye were sold to the nations, not for destruction ; ° 
But" because you moved God to wrath, ye were delivered to your adversaries.® 
_ For ye provoked him that made you 
By sacrificing unto demons,’ and not to God. 
And * ye have forgotten the everlasting God, that nursed you; 
And ye have grieved also ” Jerusalem, that brought you up." 
9 For she saw the wrath coming upon you from God, and ™ said, 
Hearken, O ye that dwell about Sion ; 
For * God hath brought upon me great mourning ; 
10 For” I saw the captivity of my sons and daughters, 
Which the Everlasting brought upon them. 
11 =With joy did I nourish them ; 
But sent them ” away with weeping and mourning. 
12 Let no man rejoice over me, the * widow, and forsaken of many, 
For * the sins of my children am I” left desolate ; 
Because they turned aside * from the law of God. 
13. And ~* they knew not his ordinances, 
Nor walked in the ways of the commandments of God,” 
Nor trod in the paths of discipline * in his righteousness.” 
14 = Let them that dwell about Sion come,”® 
And call ye to mind” the captivity of my sons and daughters, 
Which the Everlasting hath brought upon them. 
15 For he hath brought a nation upon them from far, 
A shameless * nation, and of a strange language; 
For they * reverenced not the ® old man, nor pitied the®+ child. 
16 And they led * away the beloved ® of the widow, 
And bereaved her that was alone of her * daughters. 
17. ~—sC But I, what power have I to® help you? 
18 For he that brought these evils,* 
He will take you out of the hand® of your enemies. 
19 Go forth,** O my children, go forth; * 
For I was ™ left desolate. 
20 =I have put off the garment ” of peace, 
And put upon me the sackcloth of my prayer ; 
I will cry unto the Everlasting while I live.*t 
21 ~—Be of good courage,” O my children, cry unto God, 
And he will take you out of * the power, the hand of the enemy.” 


o> OV 


Om I 


Ver. 4.1 A. V.: things that are. 2 (Instead of the gen., III. XII. and sixteen cursives have the dat. Either 
would be grammatically correct.) 3 are made known. 

Vers. 5-9. —4 A. V.: cheer my (for pov, 22. 36. 48. al. read @cod). 5 the memorial (see Com.). | ° yeur destruc- 
tion. 7 (Fritasche receives 5¢ from III. XII. 22. 26. 33., muiltisque 1. It is also in II.) 5 unto the enemies (rots 
tmevartiots). 9 devils (see Com.). 10 omits And (Fritzsche adopts é¢ from III. XII. 22. 83. 86. al.). 1 brought 
you up (tpopevcavta;, rojoavra, 33. 49. al.). 12 omits also (68 kat; II., 54 Ka‘). 18 nursed you (éxépépacar). 
14 when she... . wrath of God (rapa tov @eod) .. . , upon you, she. 15 omits For (Fritzsche receives yap from IIT. 
22. 33. 36. al. (fifteen cursives) Ald. Old Lat. Syr. Ar.). 

Vers. 12-16. —16 Seven cursives have é¢ instead of yap. 17 Fritzsche receives avrovs from XII. 22. 28. 33. muiltisque 
1. Reusch also adopts it. 1% A. V.: a 19 Who for. 20 omits I. “1 departed (e&éxAwav). 22 omits And 
(instead of kai dixavmpara, Fritzsche adopts dixawpara d€ from III. XII. 22. 23. (eighteen cursives) Co. Ald. Vulg. Cf. 
Job xxxiy. 27). 23 statutes (I render as at ii. 12)... . his commandments. 24 (See Com.) 25 (Marg., of his 

‘discipline in righteousness. Hither is grammatically correct.) 26 (Codd. II. III. read éA@détwoay for éAdérwoar.) 
27remember ye.  *8 (avaidés. ‘This is its first meaning ; but it also means bold, reckless. In Od., IL. 598, the stone of 
Sisyphus is so named as being unpitying.) 29 Who neither (for orc, III., seven cursives, Old Lat. Vulg. Ar., oi). 
30 omits not the. 31 omits the. 82 These have carried. 83 dear beloved children, 54 left... . desolate with- 
out. 

Vers. 17, 18. —%° A. V.; But what can I (Codd. III. 51. 62. 106. read d¥vaya: for duvary). 56 plagues upon you (XII, 
28. and eight cursives add juiv — three cursives, yuiv —after érayaywv; 11I., with seven cursives, duiv after Kaxd) 
87 Will deliver you from the hands. 

Vers. 19-21. —38 A. V.: your way. 39 am. 40 clothing (croAjv). 41 in my days. 42 cheer (Fritzsche and 
Reusch adopt @apcetre, for Oappetre of the text. rec., from III. XII. 23. and many cursiyes. Of. vers. 4, 27, 30). 
48 the Lord. # shall deliver you from. #and hand... . the enemies. 
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92 For my hope was ! in the Everlasting, that he would save you ; 7 
And joy came, in his mercy, unto me from the Holy One, ; 
Which # shall soon come unto you from the Everlasting your 5 Saviour. 
23 For I sent you out with mourning and weeping ; ° 
But God will give you to me again with joy and gladness for ever. 
94 For’ as now they that dwell about * Sion have seen your captivity, 
So shall they see shortly your salvation from our God, 
Which shall come upon you with great glory, 
And brightness of the Everlasting. 
25 My children, suffer patiently the wrath that is come upon you from God ; 
The? enemy hath persecuted thee ; 
And” shortly thou shalt see his destruction, 
And shalt tread upon his neck. 
26 My delicate ones went” rough ways, 
They # were taken away as a flock carried off by the enemy.” 
27 Be of good courage, O my children, and cry unto God; 
For you shall be remembered of him that brought these things upon you. 
28 For as it was your mind to go astray from God, 
Turn ye to seek him ten times more. 
99 For he that hath brought these evils ** upon you 
Shall bring you everlasting joy ” with your salvation. 
30 Be of good courage,"* O Jerusalem ; 
He that gave thee that name ™ will comfort thee. 
31 Miserable are they that afflicted thee, 
And rejoiced at thy fall; 
32 Miserable are the cities which thy children served ; 
Miserable is she that received thy sons. 
°33. For as she rejoiced at thy fall,” 
And was glad over ” thy fall; 
So shall she be grieved over * her own desolation. 
34  And2 I will take away her joy because of * her great multitude, 
And her insolence shall be 7° turned into mourning. 
35 For fire shall come upon her from the Everlasting, for many days; ™ 
‘And she shall be inhabited by demons” for a long™ time. 
36 O Jerusalem, look about *° thee toward the east, 
And behold the joy that cometh unto thee from God. 
37. Lo, thy sons come, whom thou sentest away, 
They come gathered together from the east to 81 the west, 
By the word of the Holy One, 
Rejoicing inthe glory of God. 

Vers. 22, 23.—1-A. V.: is (XII. 28. 26. 88. al. insert non before nAmica). 2 will save you (see Cozm.). 3 is come 
(I join émi 77 éAenuootvvy to this member, and not, as in the A. V., to the following). + Because of the mercy which. 
5 our (so 83. 49. 62. 90. 228. Co. Ald.). 6 II, agrees with III. XII. 26. al. Co. in the order given in the A. V. 
Fritzsche follows the text. rec., ‘“‘ weeping and mourning.” 


Vers, 24-29. —7 A. V.: Like. 8 the neighbours of. (Cf. vers. 9, 14.) 9 For thine (Fritzsche and Reusch reject ydp, 
found in III. XII. 28. 88. al. Co.; also the gov after éx@pos, supported by ILL. 22. 28. 26. 38. al. Co. Ald. Theod. Vulg. 


Syr. Ar.). 10 But. 11 (marg., my darlings) have gone. 12 And. 18 caught of (jpracpevov) the enemies 
14 comfort. 15 So being returned. 16 plagues 17 joy again. 

Vers. 30-85. —18 A. V.: Take a good heart. 19 For he. 2 (Lit., named thee.) 21 ruin (same word as in 
following line). 22 of. 23 for (émi). 24 For. 25 the rejoicing of. 26 pride shall be (€o7ac is found in IIT. 
XII. 28. 26. al. Co.). 27 long to endure (eis nuépas waxpas). 28 of devils. 29 great. 30 Cod. IT. agrees with 
Til. XII. 22. 23. al. in reading mep(BAcWar, instead of mepiBAcpor of the text. rec. 81 Some cursives read kai for éws. 


Cuapter IV. 


Ver. 1. The reference is still to wisdom, and Vers. 3,4. It is implied that if Israel made 
the third chapter might much better have closed | improper use of its advantages, they would be 
with the fourth verse, below. taken away. Still, it was favored in having the 

Ver.2. Walk....ofthe light. Cf. Text. Notes.| revelation of the divine will, and so knowing the 
Aduyis is alate word. See Ps. lvi. 13, Is. ii. 5,| way of blessedness. See Rom. iii. 1 ff. 

1 John i. 7, Rev. xxi. 24, for the idea. Ver. 5. Mvnudcuvey “Iopana. The Vulgate 


—— eo 
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translates by memorabilis Israel, using pyn. ad- 
jectively. Better with Grotius: ‘ Vos pauci, per 
quos memoria nominis Israelitict conservatur.” Cf. 
2 Sam. xiv. 7; Is. i. 9. 

Ver.7. Sacrificing unto demons. The word 
daudviov — Saiuwy does not occur at aill—is not 
often found in the LXX., and, when employed, 
is generally used as referring to the idols of the 
heathen. 

Ver. 8. Tpogedw is a late word from tpépo. 
It is found also in Philo. 

Ver. 13. Knew not. The meaning is, they 
would not know, observed not. — Paths of disci- 
pline in his righteousness. Ma:dela would seem 
to mean here, rather, instruction, admonition. They 
walk not in the paths of instruction that are in 
harmony with the righteousness of God. 

Ver. 15. In order to intensify the darker feat- 
ures of the picture, the hostile nation is repre- 
sented as coming from far and as being of a 
strange speech ; 2. e., they were, according to the 
prevailing notions, barbarians. Bunsen’s Bibel- 
werk sees here, as well as above ati. 2, 11, ii. 3, a 

- possible allusion to the Romans. 

Ver. 20. Garment of peace. Festival gar- 
ments. See Add. to Esther, iv. 1-3; v. 1. — Of 
my prayer. Reusch remarks, “Aénois is com- 
monly rendered by ‘prayer,’ Vulgate obsecratio ; 








there would then be meant a mourning garment, 
of which one makes use during prayer, like judria 
Gepameias, Esth. v. 1 (LXX.). But that forms no 
proper antithesis. In Hebrew there stood, no 
doubt, N3¥, suffering, which also at Ps. xxii. 25, 
is rendered in the LXX. by éé€nous.” With this 
agree, in general, Fritzsche, Ewald, and Kneucker. 

Ver. 22. “HAmoa emt 7G aiwvly thy cwrnpiav 
jua@y. The construction is peculiar. It is prob- 
ably a mingling of two constructions: éAmt(ev 1, 
to hope for something ; and éart ew énl tim, to set 
one’s hope upon any one. Of. Winer, p. 233. 
Kneucker naturally sees in it a Hebraism, and 
refers to Ps. xxxvil. 5. 

Ver. 25. The promise of the latter part of this 
verse, if taken in a literal sense, still awaits its 
fulfillment. 

Ver. 29. Salvation, as in verse 24, means 
simply deliverance from captivity. 

Ver. 30. Jerusalem was often called the “ city 
of God.” See Ps. xlvi. 4; xlviii. 1. 

Ver. 31. ActAao. The word is a lengthened 
form of deAds, fearful, and so wretched. 

Ver. 32. Received thy sons, but as prisoners. 

Ver. 34. Joy because of her great multi- 
tude. They rejoiced on account of her large 
population. —’AyyadAlaua. It is often used in 
the LXX., and appears first in it. 





CHAPTER V. 


1 Pot off, O Jerusalem, the garment of thy mourning and affliction, 
And put on the comeliness * of the glory that cometh from God for ever. 


Set on thine head the turban? of the 


Peace of righteousness, and Glory of 


oO Bmo ww 


And look about toward the east, 


Cast about thee the double * garment of the righteousness which cometh from God ; 


glory of the Everlasting. 


For God will show thy brightness unto every country under heaven. 
For thy name shall be called of God for ever, 


the fear of God.# 


Arise, O Jerusalem, and stand on high, 


And behold thy children gathered from the west unto the east 


By the word of the Holy One, 


Rejoicing ® in the remembrance of God. 
6 For they departed from thee on foot, led away by ° enemies ; 
But God bringeth them unto thee exalted with glory, 


As the throne of a7 kingdom. 


7 For God hath appointed that every high mountain, and the eternal hills shall be 


abased,® 


And valleys filled up, to make even the ground,® 
That Israel may go safely in” the glory of God. 
8 And the woods also” and every sweetsmelling tree overshadowed } Israel 


By the commandment of God. 


Vers. 1-5. —1levmpérecav. 
the head band for women ; here, the turban) on thine head. 
oeBetas). 
able, but unnecessary. 

Vers. 5-7. —® A. V.: and were led away of their. 


2 A.V.: a double (see Com.). 


8 And set a diadem (rhv wirpav. Among the Greeks, 
4 The peace .... The glory of God’s worship (@co- 


5 xaipovres, instead of the accusative, is supported by III. XII. 26. 106., which is grammatically allow- 


7 children of the (for ws @pdvov, XIT. 33. 36. 49. 70. 87. 90. 91. 
106. 228. 239. Co. Ald. have ws viovs ; ILI., viods alone, both of which seem to be corrections). 


8 hill (6pos) and banks 


(@tvas. It means heaps, especially sand-heaps of the beach; but is probably used here for hills in general. The 
word is allied to the German Diinen, our downs. May it not be that the difficult but much traveled sea-coast of Pales- 


tine was in mind ?) of long continuance (aevvdovs. Cf. LXX. at Deut, xxxiii. 15) should be cast down. 
10 Or: through, by means of the glory, might of God. 
13 shall overshadow (eoxlacay, overshadowed. So certain was 


pov THS yNs- 
Ver. 8. —11A. V.: Moreover even. 12 omits also. 
it regarded, that it is represented as already past) 


9 eis Omadio- 


re \ 
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For God shall lead Israel with joy in the light of his glory, 


With mercy? and righteousness that are* from him. 


Ver. 9.—1 A. V.: the mercy. 


2 cometh. 


CHAPTER V. 


Ver. 1. For remarks on dééa, see 1 Esd. iv. 17.; extended coming together of the scattered chil- 


Ver, 2. Thy durAotda. The probable meaning 
is a garment so ample that it could be folded 
twice around the body. Cf. 1 Sam. xxviii. 14, 
and Job xxix. 14. In the former passage the 
mantle which Samuel wore was a distinguishing 
mark by which Saul recognized him. See also Is. 
lxi. 8, 10, where the same figure is used. 

Ver. 4. Peace of righteousness. “ Quia pax 
justitiam sequitur.” Grotius. See Ps. Ixxxy. 11. 
— ‘Hereby it is clearly expressed that the resto- 
ration which the prophet [?| promises consists not 
simply in the: return of the people to the land of 
promise and in an undisturbed external prosperity, 
but also ina moral renewal and perfecting. It is 
true that the Jews, already after the Exile, were 
more righteous and God-fearing than they had 
been; but that, like the possession of the land of 
promise, was only the beginning of the fulfillment 
of this and many similar promises. In such an 





dren of Sion, in an ‘eternal’ exaltation, in a 
glory which should shine over the whole earth, 
and in a righteousness and blessedness, and a 
prosperity and splendor, such as are here so 
emphatically promised, there could be no refer- 
ence to the Jerusalem after the Exile, except in a 
very limited sense ; and all believing interpreters 
see therefore, properly, the complete fulfillment 
of this promise in the Jerusalem to which the 
Jerusalem of the Old Testament is transfigured 
by the Messiah in the church.” Reusch, p. 234. 

Ver. 5. Rejoicing in the remembrance of 
God, i. e., that God had remembered them. 

Ver. 6. ‘Os O@pdvoy BactActas. On account of 
the want of clearness in this expression, many 
variations in the MSS. are naturally found. But 
the comparison, as it stands, is not without fit- 
ness. Reusch suggests the reading os BactAets 
(xaOnuévous) em) Opdvov. Cf. Jer. xvii. 25; xxii. 4. 


THE EPISTLE OF JEREMIAS. 


INTRODUCTION. 


THE so-called Epistle of Jeremias, if accepted for what it purports to be, was sent by the 
prophet Jeremiah, on the command of God, to the Jews whom Nebuchadnezzar was about 
to remove to Babylon. On account of their sins, says the prophet, they were to be exiled, 
and were to remain in the heathen city many years. There they would see the worship that 
was paid to idols, and they should take heed lest they be seduced thereby to the same prac- 
tices. They must remain faithful to Jehovah, for these idols were no gods at all. This last 
thought, presented in a variety of forms and in a declamatory, ambitious style, is the one 
chiefly emphasized. Ten times it is repeated as a sort of refrain at the close of as many 
sections : ‘* They are no gods; fear them not.’? There seems to be no lagical connection 
observed in the order of thought. One idea simply suggests another, while the conclusion of 
the whole : “ Better therefore is the just man that hath no idols, for he shall be far from re- 
proach,’”’ merely repeats the principal word of the preceding verse, ‘‘ reproach,’”’ with a gen- 
eral allusion to the subject of the composition. 

In not a few manuscripts this composition is found attached to the Book of Baruch. In 
the Vulgate, also, it is found as the sixth chapter of the latter work, and hence, too, in the 
German and English Bibles. But that it is out of place in this connection is evident from 
the following considerations : (1) Some manuscripts have Baruch and have not this addition, 
and those that have it do not all place it with this book. In some of the best, as for instance 
IL, UL, it is found after Lamentations. (2) The title, contents, and style, all make it evident 
that it is a wholly independent production. (3) Theodoret, who wrote a commentary on 
Baruch, does not include the epistle in his work, as he would doubtless have done if he had 
found them united. The work, as we said, is not contained in all the manuscripts which have 
the Book of Baruch. It is wanting in the cursives 70. 96. 229., and 231. has only fifty-three 
of its seventy-three verses. 

According to Fritzsche, the relation of the different codices to one another is the same as 
in Baruch, but it is better sustained. ‘‘ The old Latin version of Sabatier is literal, and has 
but few variations. The Syriac is freer and more as in Baruch, since quite often it did not 
understand the text translated. It has made, also, afew brief additions, and frequently 
agrees with 36. and the related manuscripts. The Arabic, on the contrary, is very literal, 
yet not asin Baruch. It agrees so closely with the Codex Alexandrinus that it must have 
taken it as its basis.’’ 

Tt the early church the Epistle of Jeremias was held in much the same estimation as the 
Book of Baruch, and for the same reason. Like the latter, it was not unfrequently cited as 
the work of Jeremiah himself. Origen placed it in his list of books belonging to the Hebrew 
canon (‘Iepeulas abv Opjvois nal rH émioroAG, etc. Cf. Euseb., H. E., vi. 25). Tertullian cited 
it as the work of the prophet (Meminerunt enim et Jeremie scribentis ad eos nunc: videbitis 
deos Babyloniorum, etc., Scorp., ce. viii.). Athanasius reckoned it among the twenty-two 
books of the Old Testament, obviously supposing, however, that he was confining himself to 
the canon of the Jews. And so, too, Cyril of Jerusalem. In fact, it was ignorance of the 
true limits of the Hebrew work of the prophet that is largely accountable for the estimation 
in which the Epistle was held by the Christian fathers. Jerome, who was better instructed, 
rejected it as pseudepigraphal (“ ef pevderlypapov, Hpistolam Jeremie,” etc. Prol. in Jer.). The 
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Council of Trent did not mention it by name, but treated it as a constituent part of the 
Book of Baruch. ; 

The question of the genuineness and canonicity of the composition seems to be one with 
that of its authorship. If it shall appear that it is not what it purports to he, and that the 
prophet Jeremiah could not have been its author, then it must be placed in a much later age 
when, as it is well known, works of this character were far from uncommon. This, indeed, 
is admitted by Reusch (Erkldr. d. B. Baruch, p. 83), who, therefore, expresses his surprise 
that Roman Catholic scholars like Jahn (Hinleit., iv. 866) and Scholz (Finleit., iii., 647) 
should yield the point of Jeremiah’s authorship. But that the work cannot be ascribed to 
Jeremiah is evident from the following reasons: (1) The contents and style are against it; 
(2) there is no satisfactory evidence that it was written in Hebrew, but the reverse; (3) the 
Epistle contradicts, or at least is out of harmony with, certain definite statements of the 
prophecy of Jeremiah. 

(1.) The contents and style of the Epistle disprove the authorship of Jeremiah. In addi- 
tion to what has already been said respecting its lack of coherence, the entire character and 
tone of the composition forbid any comparison of it with the known works of this author. 
In fact, it is unworthy of him. The natural spontaneity and sublimity of thought that char- 
acterize the true prophet are wholly wanting. (Cf. Ewald, Proph. d. Alt. Bund., iii. 283, 
298.) Roman Catholic writers differ among themselves with regard to the date of the work. 
Welte (Einleit., iv. 157) is of the opinion that it was composed earlier than the letter of 
Jeremiah mentioned in the prophecy, xxix. 1, when Jeconiah was carried to Babylon. Reusch 
and others, however, place it later, at the time when Zedekiah was about to be removed 
thither (2 Kings xxv. 1-12). The latter author holds it to be quite credible that the prophet, 
having sent a letter to those Jews who had formerly been deported to the heathen city, 
should do the same also on the occasion of this final deportation, which occurred after the 
destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar. 

But it seems to us far more likely, all the circumstances being considered, that some later 
writer, on the basis of the fact that Jeremiah was known to have written one letter of this 
kind, forged another under Jeremiah’s name, than that the prophet wrote two with so brief 
an interval between them, and the second one of such a kind. Moreover, not only might the 
passage, Jer. xxix. 1 ff., have suggested to a facile Hellenistic pen the idea of a literary 
undertaking of this sort, but another passage of the prophecy (x. 1-1 2), might have deter- 
mined also its general character with respect to contents. But any closer connection with 
the prophecy of Jeremiah can scarcely be allowed to the work. On the contrary, there are 
not a few thoughts and expressions which appear quite out of harmony with the time and 
circumstances’ of the prophet (cf. Ewald, J. c., p. 285; Bertholdt, Hinleit., p. 1769). In par- 
ticular, the writer shows throughout so wide, and withal so definite and intimate a knowledge 
of the different kinds of idolatry and its manifold customs as practiced outside the borders of 
Palestine, that we must believe him to have been himself personally acquainted both by study 
and experience with the facts he gives, as, in consequence of his continued residence in 
Palestine up to this time, Jeremiah could not well have been. We would call attention but 
to a single example: In ver. 43 an allusion is made to a form of religious prostitution prac- 
ticed by the women of Babylon in a manner so circumstantial that we are compelled to think 
of a later period and of another hand than Jeremiah’s. (Cf. Com., ad loc.) 

But (2) there is no evidence that the work was originally written in the Hebrew language, 
but rather the reverse. Fritzsche says, that if any of the Apocryphal books were composed 
in Greek, this one must have been. (Hinleit., p. 206.) Ewald characterizes the efforts of 
the author, here and there, to give his language genuine Hebraistic touches, as unsuccessful. 
(Proph. d. Alt. Bund., iii. 284.) De Wette pronounces the original language as without doubt 
the Greek. Jahn, Bertholdt, Eichhorn, and Keil, can find no traces of an original Hebrew 
text. Welte (Hinieit., iv. 155) admits, in fact, that Hebraisms seldom occur, and of them- 
selves would be insufficient to prove that the present work is a translation. Still he mentions, 
among other proofs of the probability of a Hebrew original, an occasional failure in a consis- 
tent construction of the Greek. For instance, in ver. 6, mpocxuveiy is construed with the accu- 
sative, in the following verse with the dative; the neuter plural is found in verses 8 and 68 
respectively, with a verb in the singular and in the plural. He notices also, the use of the 
future tense, after the manner of the Hebrew. But these arguments can be allowed but little 
weight. Such inconsistencies might naturally occur in almost any Greek author, especially 
in one who was writing on Old Testament themes for the Jews. 
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With reference to mpockuveiy, it is used also in the Gospel of John, and that in the same 
sense, to govern both the accusative and the dative (iv. 23). The latter construction, in fact, 
is a peculiarity of the later Greek. (Cf. Winer, p. 210.) That in the case before us the 
one construction follows the other so closely is indeed noticeable. But, if it may not be con- 
sidered a simple oversight, the contrast in the ideas of divine worship and idol worship may 
have suggested the change. Again, the neuter plural in verse 8 probably has a verb in the 
singular because these idols are represented as lifeless objects, while, on the contrary, the 
beasts with which they are compared in verse 68 have life, and can provide for themselves. 
(Cf. Winer, p. 514.) The use of the future where the present might be expected, as in verses 
33, 34, 67, can be otherwise better explained than by referring it to the influence of a Hebrew 
original, since in expressing general truths, as here, the future has much the same force as 
the present (cf. Rom. iii. 20; Gal. ii, 16). This author, moreover, calls attention to the use 
of the singular, 7d tpécwroy, in verses 13, 21, for the plural, and says that the reason is that 


there stood in the Hebrew text O713D. But it is well known that the singular is not infre- 
quently employed in this manner to express in reference to plurality an object which belongs 
to each of the individuals. This very word is so used in Matt. xvii. 6. (Cf. Winer, p. 174.) 

Once more (3), the present work conflicts in one of its statements with an acknowledged 
declaration of Jeremiah, and hence cannot have been written by him. In verse third it is 
said that the Jews should remain in Babylon seven generations (és yevedv énrd). But ac- 
cording to the prophecy (xxix. 10) the continuance of the Exile was fixed at seventy years. 
The supposition of Houbigant, that for yevedv originally stood Sexddwv, and that of Welte, 


that the translator must have read M47N7 ‘3, instead of MITT 3, are alike simple conjectures, 
and inadmissible. Moreover, the fact that the word yeved is used by some Greek writers for 
a period of from seven to ten years, cannot be regarded as of much weight here. It is a 
matter of the ordinary Scriptural and classical significance of this well-known term, and on 
this point there can be but one opinion. It embraced a period of about thirty years (ef. Job 
xlii. 16; Herod. ii. 142). And that the writer meant to indicate a longer period than that 
given in the prophecy seems clear from the way in which the above expression is introduced: 
‘« ye shall be there many years and for a long season.’’ Reusch, like others who hold to a 


Hebrew original for our composition, thinks of the plural of 757 as the word rendered here 
yevedv, but claims that this word has no such definite significance as yeved, being used gener- 
ally for a term, or series of years. Commonly in the Old Testament, however, it is without 
doubt used to indicate something like what we still mean by generation, i. ¢., the ordinary 
length of the human life (cf. Numb. xxxii. 11, 13; Deut. xxiii. 2, 3, 8; Judges ii. 10; Ee. 1. 
4). And when it is used in a more indefinite sense it is generally made to represent a much 
longer period than this. For instance, it is applied to the continuous covenant between God 
and Noah (Gen. ix. 12); to the remembrance of God’s name or memorial (Ex. iii. 15); to 
the feeling which was to be kept alive against the Amalekites (Ex. xvii. 16) ; to the perma- 
nence of God’s thoughts (Ps. xxxiii. 11). Cf. Girdlestone, p. 499 f. ;_ Gesenius, Heb. Lez., 
under the word. 

Hence, the most probable explanation of the discrepancy between the so-called Epistle and 
the Prophecy of Jeremiah is, that the author of the former lived at a time long after the Cap- 
tivity, and considered that under the then existing circumstances of the Jews the time men- 
tioned by the prophet for the ‘continuance of the Exile needed a considerable extension. 
Herzfeld would give to the number ‘‘seven’’ the idea of ‘*many’’ (Geschichte, i. 316). 
Ewald (1. c., p. 285) thinks that by generations he meant those of patriarchal length (Gen. 
xv. 13-16), and fixes the period of the composition accordingly from five to six hundred 
years later than the times of Jeremiah. ‘‘ For the Messianic hope to which these words in 
ver. 3 refer [?] is not much emphasized in the entire writing, and more than a hundred 
years longer must the writer have thought it would be necessary to wait.’’? He finds grounds 
for this opinion, too, in vers. 18, 34, 53, 56, 59, 66, which seem to him to indicate that the 
Grecian kings were then on the stage, but had much degenerated and were easily deposed. 
He supposes the place of composition to have been Egypt or Asia Minor. Most scholars, 
however, who deny the genuineness of the writing, refer its origin to the former country and 
to the later Maccabean age, and with this theory the contents seem best to agree. 
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1 <A copy! ofan epistle, which Jeremias? sent unto them who® were to be led* 
captives unto * Babylon by the king of the Babylonians, to make announcement to ® 
them, as it was commanded him of God. 

Because of the sins which ye have committed before God, ye shall be led” away 
captives unto® Babylon by Nabuchodonosor king of the Babylonians. Having 
come now * unto Babylon, ye shall be ” there many years, and for a long season, even. 
to“ seven generations ; and after that I will bring you away in peace * from thence. 
But now ye will ¥ see in Babylon gods of silver, and of gold, and of wood, borne 
upon shoulders, which cause ¥ the nations to fear. Beware therefore lest ye also 
become altogether like the strangers, and fear seize upon you in their presence, on 
seeing © the multitude before and behind them, worshipping them. But say ye 
in your hearts, O Lord, we must worship thee. For mine angel is with you, and 
himself careth for your souls.’® 

8 For their tongue is polished by a carpenter,” and they themselves both gilded 
9 and silvered over; but they are spurious” and cannot speak. And taking gold, 
just as"! for a virgin that loveth ornament,” they make crowns for the heads of their 

10 gods. And it happens * sometimes also that * the priests take away * from their 
11 gods gold and silver, and spend * 7 upon themselves. And ™ they will give there- 
of also 8 to the harlots in brothels,” and they will ® deck them as men with gar- 

12 ments, gods* of silver, and gods of gold, and of * wood. But these things shall 
not preserve themselves from rust and erosion.” ‘Though they be covered with 

13 purple raiment, men * wipe their faces because of the dust of the temple, when it 
14 is thick® upon them. And he that cannot put to death one that offendeth him 
15 holdeth a sceptre, like * a judge of the country. He hath also in®™ his right hand 
a spear® and an axe; but cannot deliver himself from war® and robbers. 

16 Whereby they are known not to be gods ; therefore fear them not. 


oe oo bo 


bo or) 


Vers. 1, 2.—1 The A. V. has this heading in different type; but it has the same MS. authority as the rest of the 


Epistle. 2 A. V.: Jeremie. 8 which. # (Codd. 86.48 al., amayOévras.) 5 into (see ver. 8), 6 certify 
(avayyethar. It depends on anéorevdev). 7 (Codd. 86, 48. al., amayeoGe. See previous verse.) 8 into. 

Vers. 8-5.— 9 A. V.: So when ye be come. 10 remain (écede). 11 namely (éws). 12 peaceably. 13 Now 
shall ye. 14 (Serxvdvras ; XII. 26.49., Secxvvovras.) 15 that ye in no wise be like to (see Com.) strangers, neither 
be ye afraid of them, when ye see (idvras agreeing with tpas ; Codd. III. 106. 198., iSovres ; 62., the same, adding odv, 
as the Vulgate, visa itaque turba, and so joining it to what follows). 16 before them. 


Vers. 6-9.—17 A. V.: Imyself caring (avrés te éxgnr@v. The Old Lat. and Luther, as the A. V.; make ‘‘God ” sub- 
ject, which, though grammatically allowable, is unnatural and unnecessary. The copula is to be supplied. See Covm.). ~ 


18 (i. e., lives.) 19 As for....itis.... the workman (réxrovos. Cf. ver. 45.) °0 are gilded and laid over with 
silver; yet are they but false (2. e., deceptions). 21 as it were. 22 loves to go gay. 

Vers. 10-18. —28 A. V.: omits And it happens. 24 omits that. 25 convey. 26 bestow (katavadodor, from Kata- 
vadow = katavadioxw ; IIT. XIT. 23. and twelve cursives, with Co. and Ald. karavaddcovor. The yerb means, literally, 
to use up, spend, lavish). 27 Yea. 28 omits also. 29 the common harlots (see Com.). 80 omits they will (fut., 
expresses possibility). 31 being gods. 82 omits of (cf. ver. 4). 88 Yet cannot these gods save themselves from rust 
and moths (Bpwpdrwr ; 386. 48. al., Bpdoews. See Com.). 8 They. % when there is much (6s gor mAciwy ; 62., ds 
éatt OAs). 

Vers. 14-16. —36 A. V.: as though he were. 87 (XII. 388. 36. — in all twelve cursives — Co., read év before Seéud.) 


88 dagger (¢yxetpidvov, but probably here, as at Jer. 1. 42, for spear or lance, 71792), 89 (IIT. 106. Ar., the gen. plur.) 
40 thieves (cf. ver. 18) 
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17 ~—-For as’ a vessel that a man useth becometh useless being? broken; such are ® 
their gods. When they are* set up in the temples,® their eyes are® full of dust 
18 through the feet of them that come in. And as the courts’ are made secure ® on 
every side upon him that hath wronged® the king, as being committed to suffer 
death ; 7° even so the priests make fast their temples both with doors, and ™ with locks 
19 and bars, lest their gods be despoiled*” by ¥ robbers. They light lamps before them,™ 
20 yea, more than for themselves,’ and they cannot see one of them.’® They are as 
one of the beams of the temple, yet men” say their hearts * are eaten out. When 
creeping things from the earth devour both’ them and their clothes, they feel 7 
21 not. Their faces are blacked through the smoke that comes out * of the temple. 
22 Upon their bodies and their” heads light ” bats,”* swallows, and birds, and in like 
23 manner also the cats spring upon them.** By this you may know that they are no 
gods ; therefore fear them not. 
24 Notwithstanding * the gold that is about them to make them beautiful, except 
some one ** wipe off the rust, they will not shine; for not even” when they were 
25 molten did they feel 7¢. The things wherein there is no breath are bought for any * 
26 price. They are borne upon shoulders, having no feet, manifesting unto men their 
27 own dishonor.” And * they also that serve them are shamed ;*! for if they fall to the 
ground at any time, they cannot rise up again of themselves; neither, if one set it” 
upright, can it *° move of itself; ** neither, if it be made slant, can it make itself 
28 upright;* but they set gifts before them, as for the dead.** But *’ as for the things 
that are sacrificed unto them, their priests misuse them giving them away ;**° and® 
in like manner also “ their wives salt down a part of them; neither to the poor nor 
29 the weak do they hand over any of it.#4 Menstruous women and women in child- 
bed touch® their sacrifices. By these things therefore knowing “ that they are no 
by us S 
gods, fear them not. 
80 For whence should ** they be called gods? because women set offerings * be- 
81 fore the gods of silver, and *° gold, and wood. And the priests sit *’ in their tem- 
ples, having their clothes rent, and their heads and beards shaven, and nothing upon 
82 their heads. And * they roar and cry before their gods, as men do at the feast for 
83 adead man.” The priests © take off some of * their garments, and clothe» their 
34 wives and children. Whether they suffer evil or good from any one™ they are 
not able to recompense ?t ; they can neither set up a king, nor put him down.” 
85 In like manner, they can neither give riches nor any®? money. Though a man 
36 make a vow unto them, and keep #¢ not, they will not require ¢t. They can save no 
87 man from death, neither deliver the weak *° from the mighty. They cannot restore 
38 a blind man to™ sight, nor help a man out of * distress. They can show no mercy 
to the widow, nor do good to the orphan. ‘ 
39 These things ® of wood, and which are overlaid with gold and silver, are like the 

Vers. 17-20. —1 A. V.: like as. 2is nothing worth when it is. 3 even so it is with (rovodror). 4 be. 
5 temple (otxous ; III. Ar., xjmous. Cf. Com.). 6 be. 7 doors (marg., courts. The courts of prisons seem to be 
meant. Cf. Jer. xxxiii. 1). 8 sure. ® offendeth (ndixynKdr7e). 10 (Lit., led away to death.) 11 omits both 
(rexat)....and. @ spoiled (it might mean either spot/ed, i. e., made spoil of, or despoiled ; but the latter seems pref- 
erable). 13 with. 14 them candles (Avxvous). 15 (IIL. 106., rActovas abrots, instead of mAeious } éavrots. So the 
Vulg., Lucernas accendunt illis et quidem multas, ex quibus.) 16 whereof... . one. 17 they. 18 (i. e., their in- 
sides.) 19 gnawed upon (marg., licked. Lit., the Greek is, licked out, or away) by things creeping out of (it is better 
to begin with this clause a new sentence) the earth, and when they eat (re Kat) 

Vers. 21-23. 2 For é« ris oixias, III. Ar. have the singular reading, é« THs yiis Kavouévov ; 106. 239. for the latter, 
yevouevov ; Vulg., qui in domo fit. 2 A. V.: omits their (omitted by XII. 26. 88. 233. Co.). 22 sit (epimtavrae. 
Cf. Com.). 23 (Lit., night-birds.) 2% and the cats also (Acavtws 5é Kai of atAovpor), 

Vers. 24-29. — 25 This is right, according to the sense. Fritzsche would make 70 xpvaiov accus. and the object of 
oridBovot. It seems better to suppose, with Reusch, an anacoluthon: ‘‘ The gold that is about them,... except one.” 
26 A. V.: they. 27 neither. 28 a most high (marg., any. See Com.). 29 whereby they declare .... that they 
be nothing worth. 30 omits And. 31 ashamed. 32 them. 33 they. 34 themselves. 85 they be bowed 
down .... they make themselves straight. 86 unto dead men. 37 omits But. 88 sell and abuse (follows 
the Vulg.: vendunt et abutuntur). 39 omits and. 40 omits also. 41 their (IIT. 86. 48. Ar. add avrav, and the 


Vulg. reads the same for the following am’ avrav. It is to be understood) wives lay up part thereof in salt (rapiyev- 
The verb means to preserve, whether by smoking, drying or pickling. | It is used with GAyy in Herod. ii. 77), 


waPants the poor and impotent (aduvarw) they give nothing of it. 42 eat (cf. LXX. at Lev. xii.4), 4 ye may know. 

Vers. 30-35. — 44 A. V.: how can. 45 meat. 46 omits and. 47 sit (ef. Com.). 48 omits And. 49 when one 
is dead. 50 priests also. 5! omits some of. 82 (teat. rec., the future ; 23. 26. 86. 48., the present. Cf. ver. 11.) 
53 it be evil that one doeth unto them, or good. D4 (Lit., take him away.) 55 omits any (on the following xaAxkor, 


cf. Mark xii. 41). : ys. ) 
Vers. 36-40. — 56 Lit., weaker. 57 A. V.: to his (cf. Com.). 58 any man in his. 59 fatherless. 60 Their 
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stones from? the mcuntain; and? they that worship them shall be brought to 
40 shame.® How then must one think and say that they are gods,* when besides ° 
41 even the Chaldeans themselves also® dishonor them? Who if they shall see one 
dumb that cannot speak, they bring up Bel,’ and intreat that he may speak,® as 
42 though he were able to perceive it.® And being themselves aware of this they can- 
43 not leave ® them; for they have no perception."1 Women ™ also with cords about 
them, sit down in the streets to ® burn bran as incense ; 74 but if any of them, drawn 
by some one of the passers by,’ lie with him, she reproacheth her neighbor,"® that 
44 she was not also 1” thought worthy like!’ herself, nor her cord broken. All things 
that take place” among them are false; how must” it then be thought or said 
that they are gods? , 
45 They are made by carpenters ” and goldsmiths ; they can become 3 nothing else 
46 than the workmen will have them become.% And they themselves that made them 
will not be long lived; * and 7° how should then the things that are made by them?” 
47, 48 For they left falsehood and reproach * to them that come after. For when 
there cometh war and troubles “ upon them, the priests consult among * themselves, 
49 where they may be hidden with them. How then cannot men perceive that they 
are ®! no gods, which can neither save themselves from war, nor from troubles 28 
50 For seeing they are ** of wood, and overlaid with silver and gold, it shall be known 
51 hereafter that they are spurious; it shall be clear ** to all nations and kings that 
they are no gods, but works ® of men’s hands, and that there is no work of God in 
52 them. To whom then must it not be known * that they are no gods? 
53 For neither can they set up a king in the land, nor give rain unto men. Neither 
54 can they judge their own cause, nor redress a wrong,® being unable; for they are 
55 as crows’ between heaven and earth. And, indeed, when a fire breaketh out in a 
temple * of gods of wood, or laid over with gold or silver, their priests will flee and 
56 save themselves; * but they themselves will * be burnt asunder like beams. More- 
over they cannot withstand king “4 or enemies; how must it then be accepted or 
thought that they are ” gods ? 
57 Neither can * those gods of wood, and laid over with silver or gold, save them- 
58 selves * either from thieves or robbers. Whose “ gold, and silver, and garments 
wherewith they are clothed, they that are strong do take, and go away with them ; - 
59 neither can they * help themselves. Therefore 7¢ is better to be a king that show- 
eth his courage; or a vessel in a house, profitable in that for which “ the owner 
shall use it, than the ** false gods; or even * to be a door in a house, to keep the 
things © safe that are * therein, than the false gods ; or a pillar of wood in a palace, 
60 than the false” gods. For sun, and ** moon, and stars, being bright,** and sent to do 
61 their offices, are obedient. In like manner also *® the lightning when it breaketh 
forth is beautiful to look at ; °° and after the same manner” the wind also ® bloweth 
62 in every country. And when God commandeth the clouds to go over the whole 
63 world, they carry out what * they are bidden. And the fire sent from above to 


gods (see Com.). 1 that be hewn out of (see Com.). 2 omits and. 8 confounded. 4 How should a man then 
think and say that they are gods (rs ody voutoréov } KANTéov VrapxeLv avTovs Oeovs. The construction is involved. 
Lit., ‘‘ How then must it be thought that they are gods, or they be so called.”” Some MSS., 36. 48 51. 62. 198. 231. 


would strike out iwdpyewv, but it is an obvious correction). 5 omits besides (ert). 6 omits also. 

Vers. 41-44. —7 A. V.: Ain and intreat Bel. 8 marg., bid him call upon Bel. (So Luther. Vulg. offererunt illud 
ad Bel, postulantes ab eo loqut.) 9 understand. 30 Yet they cannot understand this themselves, and leave. 
11 knowledge (marg., sense, Gr., alcOyow. Of. vers 42, 49). 12 The women (see Com.). 18 sitting in the ways. 
14 for perfume. 15 some that passeth by. 16 her fellow. 17 omits also. 18 as worthy as. 19 Whatsoever is 
done. 20 is false: how may. 21 See ver. 40. 

Vers. 45-47.— 22 A. V.: of carpenters (see ver. 8). 23 be (Fritzsche receives yévwvrar from III. XII. 26. multisque 
1, ; text. rec., yévyrat). 24 to be. 25 can never continue long 26 omits and. 27 of them be gods (III. XII. 


23., nineteen cursives, Ald. Co. and the old versions add etvat Qeoi ; but moAvxpdvia yiveoOau is rather to be understood). 
28 lies and reproaches (sing. in the Greek). 


Vers, 48-52. — 29 A. V.: any war or plague. 30 with. 81 be. 82 plague. 83 be but. 84 false: and it 
shall manifestly appear. 85 the works. 88 Who then may not know (Fritzsche adopts ov after ody from XII. 33. 
48. 49. al. ; III. ovx with yrwordv ; text. rec. omits). 

Vers. 54-56. — 87 See Com. 88 A. V.: Whereupon when fire falleth upon the house. . 5° away, and escape. 
40 shall. 41 any king. 42 can it then be thought or said that they be. ‘ 

Vers. 57-60. —43 A. V.: are... . able to escape. 44 (See Com.) 45 withal. 48 are they able to. 47 power 
(av8petar) or else a profitable vessel ... . house, which (see Com.). 48 shall have use of, than such. 49 omits even, 
60 such things. 51 safe as be. 52 such false. 53 omits and. 54 See Com. 


Vers. 61-64.— 55 A. V.: omits also. 56 easy to be seen (evomTos). 57 (See Com.) 58 omits also. 59 do as 
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consume mountains! and woods doeth 


that which ? is commanded; but these are 


64 like® them neither in appearance‘ nor power. Wherefore it is neither to be 
thought ° nor said that they are gods, séeing they are able neither to judge causes, 
65 nor todo good unto men. Knowing therefore that they are no gods, fear them not. 


66, 67 


For they can neither curse nor bless kings; neither can they show signs in 


the heavens among the heathen,* nor shine as the sun, nor give light as the moon. 
68 The beasts are better than they; for they can escape into’ a covert, and help 


69 themselves. 
70 fear them not. 


It is then by no means manifest unto us that they are gods; therefore 
For as a scarecrow in a bed of cucumbers® keepeth nothing ; so 


71 are their gods of wood, and laid over with silver and gold. And in the same man- 
ner ® their gods of wood, and laid over with silver and gold, are like a thorn bush 
in a garden,” that every bird sitteth upon; and in like manner ™ also to a dead 

72 body, that is cast into the dark. And you shall know ¥ them to be no gods by the 
mouldering of the purple and the marble that is upon * them; and they themselves 

73 afterwards shall be consumed,” and shall be a reproach in the land.” Better there- 
fore zs the just man that hath no ™ idols; for he shall be far from reproach. 


(cvvredAotar 76). 1 hills. 2 as it. 8 like unto. 
et passim). 

Vers. 67-73. — © @veou. 7A.V.: get under (lit., which can, etc.). 
wise. 10 to a white thorn (see Com.) in an orchard (xy). 
yrwddicovra.) 


19 country. 16 none. 


13 bright purple (marg., purple and brightness) that rotteth upon (see Com.). 


4 shew (eidéars. See Comm.). 5 supposed (see ver. 44 
8 garden of cucumbers (otxunpatw). 9 jike- 
12 (TIT. XII. 26. 36. al. read yvwoecGe for 


14 eaten. 


11 as. 


Tue EPISTLE OF JEREMIAS. 


Ver. 1. Cod. II. divides the epistle into six 
sections, distinguished by the letters of the Greek 
alphabet: (1) verse 16, before wi ody; (2) verse 
29, before yrdvres; (3) verse 40; (4) verse 52, 
tivi; (5) verse 65, before yvdvres. 

Ver. 3. For remarks on the probable meaning 
of ws yevedy Evra and the discrepancy between 
this passage and Jer. xxix. 10, cf. the Introduc- 
tion. 

Ver. 4. That the gods were borne upon the 
shoulders of men was not, of course, supposed to 
be a reason in itself for fearing them. But it 
was at such times, namely, when carried in pro- 
cession by the priests, that the greatest reverence 
was shown them by their devotees. 

Ver. 5. "Adopowbevtes... . &popoiwb7re. This 
construction of a participle with some person of 
the same verb, as is well known, is quite frequent 
in the LXX., and may be regarded as a Hellen- 
izing of the Hebrew infinitive absolute. See 
Winer, p. 354; and Thiersch, De Pentateuchi Ver. 
Alex., p. 164. For dpouowAre, XII. 26. and the 
Old Latin read gofnéjre; and six other cursives, 
the same, adding abrots; =“ lest ye become like 
the nations, fear,’ or “fear them.” But this 
change anticipates the thought of the next 
_ clause, 

Ver. 7. See Dan. x. 18, 21; xii. 1. —’Ex- 
(nav ras Wuxas judy might mean that he would 
avenge their death. But the connection shows 
that the sense is as above given. Cf. Prov. xxix. 
10, in the LXX. 

Ver. 8. Their tongue. Ewald thinks that 
the actual tongue of the image is not meant; but 
a stick shaped like a tongue, which formed the 
groundwork of the statue. But the last part of 
the verse seems conclusive to the contrary. Cf. 
Ps; CXY.. 5; 

Ver. 10. Rawlinson says of the priests of 
Babylon: ‘In social position the priest class 
stood high. They had access to the monarch ; 
they were feared and respected by the people; 
the offerings of the faithful made them wealthy ; 

their position as interpreters of the divine will 








secured them influence.” See Ancient Mon., iii. 
14. 

Ver. 11. Tats ém) tod oréyous mépyais. For 
oréyous, III. 23. and nine cursives read réyous. 
According to Grotius (Dereser and others), the 
reference is to meretricibus, gue sunt eodem cum 
diis tecto. But it is rather to be translated as 
above. This is the meaning of both oréyos and 
réyos, lupanar, brothel, in the later Greek. Ewald 
renders by: ‘‘ Den winkelhuren welche oben in den 
kleinen dachstuben wohnen.” — Proph., d. Alt. Bund., 
p- 292. 

Ver. 12. Bpwudrwy, erosion, The reading 
Bpéocews must be looked upon as a correction. 
These idols could not preserve themselves from 
being devoured by insects. The rendering 
‘‘moths” given to the word in the A. V. was 
derived from the Old Latin, which took it for the 


Hebrew wy, rendered in the LXX. ofs, at Is. li. 


8. But Bpdua was used by the Greeks for what is 
eroded, eaten, or eaten out; and it seems better to 
adopt this natural and suitable meaning here, 
than to rely on simple conjecture for the other 
one. 

Ver. 13. Td mpécwmrov. The singular is often 
used to express, in reference to plurality, that 
which belongs to each of the individuals. See 
Winer, p. 174. 

Vers. 14, 15. The singular number is em- 
ployed, although idol statues in general are 
meant, because in the liveliness of the narration 
the author fixed his mind upon one such statue 
only, as a representative of the whole. —Judge, 
in the sense of ruler, the two ideas being in the 
Orient more nearly coterminous than with us 
Cf. Ps. ii. 10; Wisd. i. 1. Reusch would put 
&vOpwros — on account of the word xépas, which 
limits kpitis — in apposition with the latter: “as 
aman, a judge of the land;” but this makes a 
cumbersome sentence. The A. V. renders by 
“cannot,” in two instances where the simple 
future is found in the original. The future does 
not, in fact, always denote simple futurity, but also 
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that which is possible. This is most usual, how- 
ever, in the case of questions. See Matt. xii. 26 ; 
John vi. 68; Rom. x. 14; 1 Cor. xiv. 16; 1 Tim. 
iii. 5, in all of which cases, however, the A. V. 
employs the future. 

Ver. 17. Tots otcos. The A. V. has rendered 
this Greek word throughout the epistle, in this 
connection, by “temple.” Doubtless that is gen- 
erally the meaning, although private houses (see 
yerses 13, 21) may sometimes be meant, and in 
that case the reference would be to what were 
known as the Jares and penates. 

Ver. 18. The comparison is unskillfully car- 
ried out, there being much more unlikeness than 
similarity between those shut up as adjudged to 
death and those shut up to secure them from in- 
jury. Reusch would divide the figure, making 
two of it: “As fora criminal the fore-court (of the 
temple) is closed, as against one led away to death 
the priests close the temple, so,” etc. But this 
does not give much help, but rather the contrary. 
Codd. If]. 106. Vulg. Ar. also read 4 before as ém) 
Gavdrw, with the same thought apparently, that 
there was too much material for one comparison. 
For remarks on ardyw, see Add. to Esth., i. 15. 

Ver. 19. Herodotus (ii. 62) speaks of a festi- 
val in honor of the gods in Egypt, which, on 
account of the multitude of lamps, was called 
Avxvoratn, “festival of lamps.” “At Sais, when 
the assembly takes place for the sacrifices, there 
is one night on which the inhabitants all burn a 
multitude of lights in the shape of flat saucers 
filled with a mixture of oil and salt, on the top of 
which the wick floats. These burn the whole 
night, and give to the festival the name of the 
‘Feast of Lights.” 

Ver. 20. We have karécOw for katec@lw, as 
elsewhere in the LXX. See Jer. ii. 3. 

Ver. 21. MedAavdw, a later form, = pedratyw. 
See LXX. at Sol. Song i. 6. —’Amd rot Karvod. 
On the difference in the force of a6 and 76 in 
such a construction with the passive, see Winer, 
p. 369 f. 

Ver. 22. By zeugma the verb éedimrayta is 
understood in a somewhat different sense with the 
last substantive, or else another verb must be 
supplied. To render the present verb by “sit,” 
as in the A. V., in order to accommodate it to 
the different subjects, is scarcely allowable. This 
verb is used by Homer, but simply in the aorist, 
third per. singular (J/., xiii. 821; Od., xv. 160, 
524). The present is found only in later writers. 

Ver. 24. SridABew is rarely used with the ac- 
cusative as, if Fritzsche’s construction be fol- 
lowed, it would be. See 1 Mace. vi. 39; Hom., 
Ti, xviii. 596, Cf. Text. Notes. — Od uh orlrAvaow. 
These two negative particles, with the aorist or 
present subjunctive (verses 27, 35, 38), have the 
same force as ov with the future, as at verse 14. 
Cf. Winer, p. 506 f.— Rust. It is used in a 
popular sense, since, really, gold and silver are 
not affected by rust. Cf. Jas. v. 3. 

Ver. 25. Tiwh is employed here, as often in 
the New Testament, to indicate the purchase 
price. See Matt. xxvii. 6; 1 Cor. vi. 20, vii. 28. 
On the use of é«.... dyopdw, cf. Winer, p. 368. 

Ver. 27. @cpamevovres refers evidently to the 
priests and servants of the temple, rather than to 
the common people. The former were not de- 
ceived, at least to the same extent as the latter, 
respecting the character of their idols. — Of them- 
selves, 6” avré@v. Winer remarks that this prep- 
osition rarely indicates the causa principalis, i. e., 
is rarely equivalent to mapa or dé. And in such 


oe 


cases he holds that it indicates not so much one 
from whom something proceeds, as one through 
whose effort or kindness something accrues. 


Ver. 28. By the Mosaic law the poor were to 
receive a part of the sacrifices. See Deut. xiv. 
29. 

Ver. 29. See Lev. xv. 33. — Women in child- 


bed, aexdé. It is not elsewhere found in the 
Greek Bible. This and the preceding word are 
singular, but seem to be used collectively. * 

Ver. 30. The fact that women served these 
idol gods is adduced as an additional reason for 
despising them. In the religious ceremonies of 
the Jews they were never allowed to officiate. 

Ver. 31. Arppedey means to drive. It seems 
out of place here, and man MSS. have made 
corrections. Codd. III. 106., Siap@elpover; XII. 
23. 33. 49. al. Old Lat. Syr., xa0iCovew. Fritzsche 
conjectures that the word was originally diqpeped- 
ovow, stay through the day ; Reusch, that the pres 
ent verb was used with the meaning fo sit, since 
Sippos has also the meaning seat, couch, stool. I 
follow the latter. 

Ver. 32. Feasts for the dead, accompanied by 
loud lamentations, are still customary in this 
part of the Orient, and all may participate who 
choose to attend. Jerome at Jer. xvi. 7 (cited in 


autem est lugentibus ferre cibos et preparare con- 
vivia, quae Graeci mepldemva vocant, et a nostris 
vulgo appellantur parentalia,” etc. Cf. Tob. iv. 
lee 

Ver. 37. Eis Spacw mepiotiowow. This is a 





rare expression for the restoration of the sight. 
Fritzsche and Reusch.cite Herodian, vii. 3, 5. 

Ver. 39. ‘Quoiwpévor ciod Ta EVAWa. Naturally, 
the last word cannot be subject, and the correc- 
tion of some MSS. to évAwver is an afterthought. 
The subject is to be understood, and 7& fdAwva, ete., 
put in apposition after the verb. — Like stones 
from the mountain, i. e., “aque immobilis.” 
Grotius. 

Ver. 42. Ato@now, perception. This word 
means perception by the senses (cf. the LXX. at 
Prov. i. 22, ii. 10, A. V., knowledge in both cases) ; 
and then, secondarily, knowledge gained thereby. 
It seems better here to retain the first significa- 
tion. 

Ver. 43. The custom alluded to is fully de- 
scribed by Herodotus (i. 199). Cf. Rawlinson’s 
Herod., i. p. 321 ff. Each woman was required 
once in her life to visit a shrine of Beltis, and 
there remain until some stranger cast money into 
her lap, and took her away with him for purposes 
of lust. Herodotus says: “ Many women of the 
wealthier sort, who are too proud to mix with 
the others, drive in covered carriages to the pre- 
cincts, followed by a goodly train of attendants, 
and there take their stations. But the larger 
number seat themselves within the holy inclosure, 
with wreaths of string about their heads; and 
there is always a great crowd, some coming, 
others going. Lines of cord mark out paths in 
all directions among the women, and the strangers 
pass along them to make their choice. A woman 
who has once taken her seat is not allowed to 
return home till one of the strangers throws a 
silver coin into her lap, and takes her with him 
beyond the holy ground. When he throws the 
coin he says these words: ‘The goddess Mylitta 
[Beltis] prosper thee.’ The silver coin may be of 





any size; it cannot be refused; for that is for- 
| bidden by the law, since once thrown it is sacred. 
|The woman goes with the first man. that throws 


Schleusner’s Lez., under weplderm.), says: “ Moris, 


aes 
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her money, and rejects none. When she has 
gone with him, and thus satisfied the goddess, 
she returns home; and from that time forth no 
gift, however great, will prevail with her. Such 
of the women as are tall and beautiful are soon 
released ; but others who are ugly have to stay a 
long time before they can fulfill the law. Some 
have even waited three or four years in the pre- 
cincts.”” Cf. Rawlinson, Ancient JJon., iii. 30 f., 
also, 2 Kings xvii. 20, with the remarks of com- 
mentators on “ Succoth-benoth.” — By cxowlov 
most critics understand the girdle, rep{(wua, with 
which these women were bound, although this 
meaning is not elsewhere given to the word. 
Fritzsche thinks it designates, rather, that which 
Herodotus refers to in orépavoy.— Bran as in- 
cense. The burning of the husks of corn, or the 
bran made from them, was regarded by the an- 
cients in the light of a charm. The Old Latin 
seems to have read for rfrupa, éfrupa, t. e., a con- 
fection made from olives. 

Ver. 48. BovAevovra: mpds éavtovs. This ex- 
cai is not found in classical Greek. See, 
however, the LXX. at 2 Kings vi. 8; Is. xl. 14. 

Vers. 50-52. 
liant. 

Ver. 54. Ovdt wh piowyTa adixnua. The sense 
is not clear. According to the reading of III. 
and some other MSS., as well as of the Syriac 
and Arabic versions, ddicodmevoy for ddiknua, it 
would mean: “Nor the misused deliver.” But 
it would perhaps be better to consider that the 
force of éav7a@y is continued also in this clause, 
and to read: ‘ Nor ward off an injustice,” 7.e., 
done to themselves. Cf. Hom., Od., xxiii. 244, 
for such a use of this verb, in its poetic form, 
épuxew. So Ewald: “ Noch sich vor einem un- 
rechte retten.” Fritzsche renders: “ They rescue 
not property stolen from them ;” Gaab: “They 
will not save themselves with reference to an 
affront.” — They are as crows. What is meant 
by this comparison is to. characterize the weak- 
ness of the idols. But it is, to say the least, a 
peculiar one. It would be difficult to find so 
gross an example of the want of adaptation in the 
rhetorical figures of the canonical books. Reusch 
is inclined to ascribe the figure, together with 
much else that is weak and unexplainable in the 
epistle, to the translator ! 

Ver. 55. “Qoemep doxol péoo karaxavOjoorvTa. 
See Susan., verses 55, 59, oxloe ce peor. 

Ver. 58. It is better, perhaps, on account of 
the connection, to make ép dependent on icyd- 
ovres, although the construction as found in the 
A. V. is grammatically correct: They that have 
power over them [i. e., are stronger than they] take 


The reasoning is far from bril- 


| 


and carry away the gold and the silver, and the gar- 
ment wherewith they are clothed, and they [the gods] 
cannot help anise. 

Ver. 59. Xphomov ep’ @ kexphoera. A very 
unusual construction. Fritzsche and Bunsen’s 
Bibelwerk, explaining it as a case of attraction, 
would render : Useful for that (or in that) for which 
its owner uses it. Reusch, without venturing an 
explanation: A useful vessel which the owner can 
use. The Vulgate read kavxhoera (gloriabitur) 
for kexphoera. 

Ver. 60. Are obedient. Efficient to do the 
work given them to do, Others render: “ Are 
bright, and by God appointed for the service of 
men, and they are obedient.” 

Ver. 61. Hasy to be seen. So the Vulgate, 
perspicuum. I render with Fritzsche, Reusch, 
and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk. The idea of Aapmpd is 
still in mind, — After the same (manner) the 
wind. The A. V..has in the margin the same 
wind. The Greek is 78 adrd ka) rvedua. Fritzsche 
renders: “but also the same wind ;” Bunsen’s 
Bibelwerk: “in like manner (blows) also the same 
wind.” The expression is peculiar, if it is to be 
rendered like écatvrws (cf. 1 Mace. viii. 27); but 
the context seems to require it. 

Ver. 63. The fire (lightning) consumes only 
the forests, and not the mountains themselves, 
as the added kal Spuuods would seem more defi- 
nitely to indicate. But, on the other hand, by 
the explanation the passage is shorn of any 
beauty which it might otherwise have possessed. 
— Appearance. The word eidéas is another 
form for idéus. Cf. the LXX. at Dan. i. 15, 
“ ecountenances ” (A. V.). 

Ver. 71. ‘Pduvos, thorn bush. The Old Latin 
has rendered by spina alba, and the A. V. repro- 
duced it. It is probably the same plant which 


received in Hebrew the name OX, and is ren- 


dered in the A. V., at Judg. ix. 14, 15, “ bram- 
ble,” and in the margin, “‘ thistle.” There were 
several species of the pduvos. ‘The name “ white 
thorn” was given it by the Romans. See art. 
“ Thorns,” in Smith’s Bib. Dict. 

Ver. 72. ’Amd re rTijs toppdpas kal rijs wapudpov. 
It is somewhat surprising to find, as here, “ mar- 
ble” mentioned along with “purple,” as cloth- 
ing for the idols. The Peshito translates by 
“silk,” and, as Ewald thinks, correctly. Grotius 
supposes that pearls (uapydpov) are meant; and 
Wahl (Clavis, s. v.) explains by vestis splendida, 
vel candida. Cf. margin of A. V. But Fritzsche, 
with Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, would retain the mean- 
ing “marble,” which “in some cases was used for 
ornamenting the idol images.” 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Tux title, Additions to Daniel, is ordinarily used to designate only the three most impor- 
tant enlargements of this sort.1_ They are: The Prayer of Azarias and Song of the Three 
Children, Susanna, and Bel and the Dragon. The position of these several Additions with 
respect to the principal work is by no means uniform. The Prayer of Azarias and Song 
of the Three Children, as might be expected from the nature of its contents, commonly fol- 
lows chap. iii. 23, of the canonical work. In Codex Alexandrinus, however, and in many old 
Psalters, it is reckoned among the hymns (hymn ix., x.), and follows the Psalms. This is no 
doubt due to its early use for liturgical purposes. That it was so used seems evident from 
the fact that, when found in this position certain parts ill adapted to liturgical use are 
omitted. 

The addition entitled Susanna, is usually found in the MSS. immediately before the first 
chapter of Daniel, and was assigned to this place probably on the ground that it relates what 
is supposed to have taken place in the prophet’s early life. This is its position in the Vatican 
and Alexandrine codices, and in the Old Latin and Arabic versions. But in Codex Chisi- 
anus, as also in the Vulgate and the Complutensian Polyglot, it is added to the canonical 
portion as chap. xiii. Bel and the Dragon follows immediately after Susanna in Codex 
Chisianus, as an additional chapter (xiv.). In the important codex just mentioned, there is 
found, at the close of the canonical portion, the subscription: AavihA kar& rods 6° eypdon e 
dvriypdoou éxovros thy imoonuclwow tabrny’ eypdon ex Tay TeTpawAay, ef dy Kal mapetédn. Then 
follows (1) Susanna as chap. xiii., and (2) Bel and the Dragon, with the somewhat enig- 
matical title : "Ex r7js mpopnrelas "AuBaxodp viod Incou ex THs pua7s Acvi.2 


The Extant Tect. 


Theodotion’s revision of the LXX. version of the Book of Daniel, as is well known, found 
such favor with the church in early times that it finally displaced the latter entirely in all cur- 
rent copies of the Greek Bible. Bleek (Jntrod., ii. 415) thinks this change received ecclesias- 
tical indorsement between the age of Origen and that of Jerome. The latter in his preface to 
Daniel says : ‘‘ Danielem juata LX X. interpretes Domini Salvatoris ecclesie non legunt, utentes 
Theodotionis editione, et cur hoe acciderit nescio.’’ In consequence of this circumstance the 
original version of Daniel in the LXX. passed so completely out of view that it was long sup- 
posed to be lost beyond recovery. In 1772 a priest, by the name of Simon de Magistris, 
published it from a not wholly accurate copy of a codex discovered in the library of Cardinal 
Chigi at Rome.2 Many of the errors of this copy were afterwards corrected, by a collation of 
the MS. itself, in the edition of the LXX. by Holmes and Parsons. 

To the present time this Codex Chisianus remains as the principal representative of the 
translation of Daniel by the LXX. In 1773, Michaelis had the text reprinted in Gottingen, 
and in the following -year superintended the issuing of another edition of the same containing 


1 For a full list of the minor variations and additions to Daniel, see Pusey’s Daniel the Prophet, pp. 624-687. 
2 See Tischendorf, Vet. Test. Groce, ii. 612, 614. 8 Daniel secundum LXX. ex Tetraplis Origenis. Rome, 1772. 
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in addition to the text, the most valuable parts of the critical matter found in Magister’s work. 
In 1775, still another edition was prepared on the basis of that of Michaelis, but with fresh 
notes by Segaar, and published at Utrecht. All these various editions, however, were super- 
seded by that of Henry Aug. Hahn, published with a full critical and philological apparatus 
in Leipsic, 1845. What gave special value to the work of Hahn was a collation of the text 
of the Codex with a Syriac translation (Syr. B.), made from the hexaplar text of the LXX., 
and edited by Caietan Bugati, from a Milan codex in 1788. This text of Hahn with critical 
notes, and including the Additions, is given by Tischendorf as an appendix to his edition 
(2d-4th) of the LXX., and by Fritzsche, as far as it relates to the Apocrypha, in his Libri 
Apocryphi Veteris Testamenti Grece (Lips., 1871). The most important textual notes of 
Fritzsche are found in connection with the English translation below. Through the kindness 
of Dr. Nestle of Tiibingen, Fritzsche’s text of the Prayer of Azarias was collated for the 
present work, with the new edition of Codex Chisianus, by Cozza (Rome, 1877); but the 
differences were found to be few and unimportant. The text of the Chisian Codex differs 
so widely from that of Theodotion in Susanna, and Bel and the Dragon, that in the accom- 
panying commentary a translation of both seemed desirable. These two compositions, indeed, 
furnished a much better opportunity for enlargement and embellishment than the remaining 
one, which is largely made up of Scriptural expressions already, as is probable, familiar through 
liturgical use. 

As it regards the special relation of Theodotion’s version to the Alexandrian, it may be 
said that they have the same general characteristics in the Additions as in the canonical por- 
tion of Daniel. Theodotion simply recast the version of the LXX. At one point he gives its 
very words, while elsewhere he introduces changes, in some instances, to the extent of a verse 
or more. ere his copy was abrupt and lacking in clearness, he seeks to make the sense 
smoother and more intelligible. His motive is everywhere apparent: to make a more accept- 
able version within the bounds of a respectable, though not slavish, adherence to his author- 
ities. It seems evident from the fact that the Additions in Theodotion’s version bear equally 
with the canonical portions the stamp of his revision, that he found them already existing in 
connection with the Book of Daniel and dealt with them accordingly.+ 


Tue PRAYER OF AZARIAS AND SONG OF THE THREE CHILDREN. 


Original Language. 


The majority of critics of all schools have always held to the opinion that this composition 
was originally written in the Hebrew or Aramaic language. Undoubtedly more can be said 
in favor of such a theory than for a similar one in respect to the remaining two Additions. 
Eichhorn was, perhaps, the first critic who, without venturing to decide the question, main- 
tained the probability that the original language was Greek. Subsequently, however, he 
retracted this opinion, and adopted the prevailing one.? More recently Keil and Fritzsche 
are among the principal advocates of the view that Greek was the original language of the 
work. The latter remarks with reference to the Hebraistic character of the Greek, which 
usually has been the ground on which the question has been decided, that between a transla- 
tion and a Hellenistic original an important difference will always be discernible. In the lat- 
ter ease, the Greek coloring, even where least expected, will manifest itself ; while in the for- 
mer there will be continually apparent, if not actual failures of translation, yet evident in- 
stances of awkward renderings. In the present composition he maintains that, while the 
writer Hebraizes not a little, there are no signs whatever of a Hebrew original, and that a 
Hellenist, familiar with the Alexandrian version, might have written in just this manner.® 
Others, as Gutmann and De Wette, agree with him in the view that the supposed errors of 
translation pointed out by various critics * are extremely problematical. The most important 
of these are the following : In verse 9, the unexpected word érocrarév (as an epithet for the 
Chaldeans) is thought to be a translation of the Hebrew word OY171 (cf. Numb. xiv. 9) 
which, it is said, might with more reason have been otherwise rendered. In verse 12 we 
find ’ABpadu Tov Hryarnuévoy bxé cov. It is supposed that this unusual epithet comes from the 

1 Fritszche, Einleit., p. 114; cf. Geiger, Urschrift, p. 162. 


2 Einleit. in d. Apok. Schrift., p. 419 f.; and Einleit. in d. A. T., iv., p- 580 f, ae 8 Einlett., p. 115 f. 
4 Hichhorn, J. c.; Bertholdt, Hinleit., p. 1564 f.; Welte, Einleit., p. 240f. ; Scholz, Hindeit., p. 520 f. 
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Hebrew W117. (CE. the Alexandrian version at 2 Chron. xx. 7.) In verse 13, the positive 
rarewol is found where it is affirmed the superlative would have been more in place, “D2 hay- 


ing been read instead of O20. Verse 16 is also cited, but the difficulty is evidently one 
arising from a corrupt text. (Cf. Fritzsche’s Com., ad loc.) Inverse 20 it is claimed to be 
difficult to understand why of évdeunvduevor should have been chosen to express the thought 
which the text was clearly meant to express, ‘‘ cause to experience,’’ and that probably, it was 
a clumsy rendering of the Hebrew. In verse 43, it is said that mveduara is found instead of 
&yeuor because it was a rendering of M17, Other reasons assigned for accepting the theory 
of a Hebrew original, such as that the Hebrew names of the three youth are given instead of 
the Chaldaic, and that in two instances the same word (8pécos, verses 41, 45 ; wébxos, verses 
44, 48) is twice used, are of very little weight. 


Author and Date. 


The opinion of Dereser! with respect to the origin not only of the present Addition, but of 
the other two, may be given as representative of the general drift of sentiment on this subject 
in the Roman Catholic church. He says: ‘ Daniel may have written his book in Greek 
at Babylon, with all the Additions which have come down to us. The Sanhedrim at Jerusa- 
lem, however, shortened it for more convenient use [? ], and the Book as condensed was re- 
ceived into the Palestinian Canon’? . ... “The Jewish Sanhedrim at Jerusalem may have 
believed that the pious reader could easily spare the portions which we miss from the Hebrew 
text, since what is said by Azarias and his companions is to be found in other Biblical books 
as well[!]??.... ‘¢ Therefore the Sanhedrim felt justified in the condensation.’? Rabbi 
Gutmann has properly characterized this opinion as in the highest degree gratuitous and ar- 
bitrary. ‘“‘ Who ever found an example,” he asks, ‘* where the Jews have voluntarily stricken 
out any thing from a book transmitted to them from their fathers and under the influence of 
the wWIPT OM, or divine inspiration, recorded. Any one who knows the high reverence 
with which they observe and preserve every word, every letter, every point of their sacred 
national literature, will regard such an opinion as having no foundation whatever.” 

Julius Fiirst,2 however, advocates the same general view. He maintains that all three of 
these Additions formed a part of the original Book of Daniel, and that they were separated 
from it at the time when the book was introduced into the Canon. Susanna, he thinks, was 
originally found immediately after chap. i. 20, while Bel and the Dragon was incorporated 
with chap. vi. Reusch,® while disagreeing with some of his ecclesiastical associates, in 
respect to the immediate origin and first position of the work, still supports its genuineness 
as having’ been actually spoken by the three Hebrew youth and by them, or some contem- 
porary, afterwards recorded. 

As a matter of fact, the only legitimate basis for an opinion on the subject is the composi- 
tion itself. This certainly offers no support for the views just noticed. The similarity of 
the Greek throughout, extending even to minute particulars, favors the supposition that the 
entire’'work has passed through the hands of the translators of the Book of Daniel in the 
Alexandrian version;4 while its fragmentary character with respect to contents is weighty 
evidence that as an original it did not emanate from one author.® If the work, then, for the 
reasons just mentioned, can be dated as far back. as the time of the origin of the LXX. 
version of Daniel, and may be considered as having originally formed a part of this version, 
then it is further probable that these translators used materials already at hand. But 
whether they had before them anything more than the core of what now exists, or the work 
essentially in its present form, it is impossible to say. Naturally, the special views of critics 
respecting the early or late origin of the canonical Daniel will have more or less influence 
upon them in the question of the date of the Additions, and vice versa. But on the supposi- 
tion that these compositions are really later productions, and not legitimate parts of the 
original work, a safe inference would seem to be that a considerable period must have elapsed 
between the time of the composition of the one and of the other. The fact that Theodotion 


1 Die Proph. Ezek. u. Dan., p. 246 f. 
2 Der Kan. d. A. T., p. 140. Cf. also Welte, Einleit., p. 121, 8 Einleit., p. 121. 


4 So Fritzsche, Ziindel, and others. 5 So De Wette, Bertholdt, Herzfeld, and 
6 Cf. Delitzsch in Herzog’s Real-Encyk., art. “Dan.,” and Ziindel, p. 184 f. : : mee ors 
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makes so little change in his translation of this Addition, while making so many in the other 
two, may be due simply to the fact that the former abounds in well-known Scriptural expres- 
sions which in the nature of the case admitted of but little alteration. 


Genuineness. 


The differences of opinion among critics, on the points just considered, are very much 
reduced when we come to the question of the genuineness of the work. Outside of the 
Romish church, there is scarcely an exception to the statement that Christian scholars agree 
in characterizing the composition as wholly wanting in adaptation to the circumstances under 
which it professes to have been written, and as being in its different parts baldly inconsistent 
with itself. In fact-even Dereser, in the work already cited, gives us to understand that in 
his hypothesis concerning its origin, and his defense of its genuineness, he writes only as a 
Catholic commentator, and with a view of acting in harmony with the decisions of the Coun- 
cil of Trent. Jahn, however, is not equally tractable, and does not hesitate to declare that 
the work is purely a product of the imagination, and that it was interpolated into the canoni- 
eal book.! . 

A careful and unprejudiced examination of it will serve to confirm this decision. It is 
supposed to be the prayer and the song of three persons thrown by the servants of Nebuchad- 
nezzar into a fiery furnace. But the entire composition is extremely general in its character, 
and only at its close are the youth called upon to praise the Lord for their deliverance. If 
it be genuine, and was leisurely composed by Daniel or some other person, shortly after the 
event, —for that it was really spoken and composed on the spot, who will believe? — why 
has the author said so little concerning the one central fact? Again, why has he in one part 
virtually declared that the temple does not exist, or any priest, or prophet, and yet after- 
wards presupposed the existence of both?? If it is said, as by many, that the two parts of 
_ the work were composed by different persons at different times, such a view would in this 
case be equally fatal to any proper theory of genuineness. 

As Hichhorn? has said: ‘‘ All three pray as though they had thought out and memorized 
their prayer beforehand..... They utter no sighs; they sing no such songs of thanks- 
giving as would have been becoming in them if they had just been delivered from the flaming 
fire. They are like Dervishes gifted in penitential exclamations, which they interrupt by 
abuse of Nebuchadnezzar.’’ It may be further remarked that the conduct of the three. 
youth, as represented respectively in the canonical and apocryphal portions, is worthy of a, 
detailed comparison. Ewald, in connection with the former, has noticed the eminent fitness: 
of words, and entire representation to the supposed circumstances of the case.* 


SUSANNA. 


Original Language. 


In connection with the fact that the Addition entitled Susanna, in its language and style 
contains nothing that might not properly have come from the pen of a Hellenist, there 
is also offered direct and (as it is supposed) incontestable evidence that it was written 
in Greek. This evidence, as far as we know, was first brought forward by Julius Afri- 
canus, in a letter to Origen,® and it seems also to have had great weight also with Jerome. 
In modern times it has been accepted as conclusive by such Biblical critics, among 
others, as Fritzsche, Bertholdt, Hiivernick, De Wette, Keil, Lengerke, Herzfeld, Graf, 
Holtzmann, Gutmann, and Jahn. We refer to the play on words found in verses 54 
and 55, respectively (cxivov.... oxloe:), and in verses 58 and 59 (mpivoy... . mploe). 
That this is an imitation of a similar paronomasia in a Hebrew or an Aramaic original 
is declared to be incredible, and, further, that all efforts to reproduce it in these lan- 
guages have proved abortive. Delitzsch, however, does not admit the validity of this argu- 
ment, and says: ‘* Ejusmodi paronomasias in linguis Semiticis facillimas esse, Arabica quoque 
Susanne versio ostendit. Ergo nihili est argumentum inde petitum.’’® Rabbi Briill also, in 
1 Einleit., p. 869f. 2 Of. verses 14, 30, 31, 61, 62. 8 Hinleit. in d. Apok, Schrift. p. 419. 


4 Proph, d. Alten Bundes, iii. 358. Cf. Hitzig, Das Buch Daniel, pp. 53, 54. : 
& Wetstein, Africani de Susan. Epist. ad Orig., p. 220. 6 De Habacuci Prophet, etc., ad loc. 
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his recent interesting monograph,! is quite of the latter opinion. He says that the mastich 
tree (oxivos) was not a native either of Babylon or of Palestine, and that the holm oak (mpivos) 
was not planted in parks. And he supposes that the names of these trees were substituted 
by the translator for those of certain others found in his text, in order to imitate in Greek 
more ¢losely the latter’s paronomasia. Indeed, in the Syriac version we find, instead of the 
mastich, the pistachio tree, and for the holm oak the pomegranate tree. Briill shows further 
how easily the Greek translator might have been led, if he found the latter words in Hebrew, 
—namely, pasteka (Aramaic, mastiche) and rimmon, —to adopt, as similar in sound, cxtvos 
and mpivos. He also finds, as he thinks, a clear example of a failure in translation in the 
words kal %pxovro of verse 6, in the LXX. version of the book; }$2" having, as he supposes, 
been read instead of N°D°). He maintains, moreover, that Theodotion’s text of our book 


can be easily rendered into Hebrew. Most of the examples of Hebraisms, however, which 
are found in Susanna, as in the other Additions, are simply such as might have been 
expected from a person who, while speaking and writing the Greek language, was an Israel- 
ite by birth, educated as an Israelite in the literature of his nation, and who mingled chiefly 
with Israelites in the civil, social, and religious intercourse of life. 


Genuineness.. 


Julius Africanus, as already noticed, seems to have been the first writer who attempted 
anything like a critical examination of the present work. In his letter to Origen, he calls it 
ovyypapya vewrepixdy Kal memAacuevoy, and raises, in, substance, such objections against it as 
follows: that there is something quite too theatrical in the representation of the scene of the 
conviction of the two elders; that he had sought in vain from the Jews of his day the pro- 
duction of anything corresponding to the paronomasia found in vers. 56 and 59; that it is not 
likely that the Jews, at the time when the story is supposed to have been written, had so 
much power delegated to them as to be able to adjudge the wife of a king to death; or, if 
Susanna was not the wife of king Joacim, then, that the circumstances of the Joacim of the 
story are not such as we should have reason to expect in the case of a recent captive; that 
the work was not to be found in connection with that Book of Daniel which was recognized 
by the Jews; that no prophet would have made use of such a formal quotation as the one 
found in ver. 53; and that the style of the composition does not correspond with that of the 
Book of Daniel. Origen made some kind of a rejoinder to each of these objections, but was 
far enough from completely refuting them. Moreover, the difficulties which this early writer 
found in Susanna by no means exhaust the list. Attention has been ealled by various critics 
to the disorderly way in which the civil process here described was conducted ; to the hasty 
manner in whieh the condemnation was pronounced, on the simple testimony of two persons, 
without opportunity being allowed for evidence in rebuttal, or any further examination of the 
case whatever; to the indiscriminate and extravagant praise accorded to young men; to the 
general inconsistency of the character of Daniel, as here depicted, with that of the historic 
Daniel; to the fact that he is made to condemn one of the elders before he has heard the 
contradictory evidence of the other, on which such condemnation is ostensibly based; and to 
the incredible supposition that Daniel is able, notwithstanding his youthfulness, to reverse, by 
a word, a solemn judicial decision of the Sanhedrim. For these and other reasons, most 
Biblical students in modern times have agreed in pronouncing the story of Susanna not only 
as wanting in probability, but as being historically and logically impossible. 

The most acceptable theory of its origin, excepting certain matters of detail, which seem to 
us inconclusive, is that of Briill, as found in the work above alluded to. He shows that a 
tradition, apparently of Babylonian origin, existed among the Jews in ancient times, and was 
referred to by Origen and Jerome, which in its essential features, agrees with the story in our 
book, and might easily have formed the basis of it. The manner, moreover, in which Jose- 
phus (Antiq., x. 10, § 6, xi. 2, § 7), and Theodotion, as well as both the Syriac translations, 
deal with the history, shows that it was current in different forms, and gives a hint also of the 
methods by which it attained its present shape. The special motive, according to Briill, 
which lay at the foundation of our book in its peculiar features, that is, which led its author, 
by additions and changes, to mould the tradition into a certain definite form, and make it 


1 Das Apok. Susanna-Buch, p. 67 f. 
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teach certain evident lessons, was to reform the method of conducting legal processes, and 
especially to correct the abuse springing from the principle that two witnesses were sufficient 
to convict of the most heinous offense. He gives an example from the time of Simon bar 
Shetach, who lived at the beginning of the first century before Christ, to show the fearful 
consequences which sometimes resulted from it. His own son was unjustly condemned to 
death at the instigation of a hostile clique, and on the testimony of two persons who were 
envious of the father’s influence with the king, and who besides, as Sadducees, hated him as 
a most bitter and unrelenting political opponent. Such an event naturally attracted great 
attention. From this period, and under such circumstances, as Briill thinks is shown by the 
entire tendency and spirit, as well as the external features of the book, arose the History of 
Susanna in the general form in which we now possess it. The fact that it must be looked 
upon as an addition to the Book of Daniel, and that the character of the Greek of the LXX. 
version of the work suggests a late origin, are also favorable to such a theory. 


BEL AND THE DRAGON. 


Original Language. 


Eichhorn seems to have proved pretty conclusively that the text on which Theodotion 
based his version of Bel and the Dragon, as well as that of the other Additions to Daniel, 
was that of the LXX.1 According to the testimony of Origen, Eusebius, Jerome, and others, 
it was not extant in Hebrew in their day. Fragments of the story which, as Zunz? thinks, 
arose at the time of the Targums on the Hagiographa, do indeed still exist in Aramaic and 
Hebrew. But there are absolutely no traces, in the extant text. of the LXX., of its being 
a translation. Its Hebraisms are only such as the frequent recurrence of kat, and kal ele, 
which, indeed, are to be found everywhere in Greek works written by Jewish authors. 
It has been thought by some that an error of translation occurs in the first verse, icpevs 
being supposed to be the rendering for 775, which word also means ‘‘ courtier.’’ And it 


has been thought to favor this view that Theodotion says nothing about Daniel’s being a 
priest. But it would seem, from what immediately follows, that such an opinion cannot be 
correct, since Daniel is here called cupBiwr)s rod BaciAéws, which would be tautological if he 
had just before been named a courtier. Moreover, the contents of the work itself, so far as 
they afford any evidence with respect to the time and place of composition, are decidedly in 
favor of a Greek original. 


Genuineness: 


On account of its anachronisms and literary extravagances, most of which have been com- 
mented on in the notes below, the narrative of Bel and the Dragon has been regarded by mod- 
ern critics generally, as well as by some Christian scholars in ancient times, as wholly wanting 
in genuineness. According to its title in the LXX. version, it was written by a certain Am- 
bacum, son of Joshua, of the tribe of Levi. There is little doubt that the Habbakuk, other- 
wise known as prophet, is meant, and that the present composition is taken from some pseud- 
epigraphal work which was ascribed to him, or is itself that work. Athanasius, indeed, 
makes reference to Bapobdx, AuBakodu, "ECexnA nal Aahd wevderlypaga. 

Proofs of the legendary character of the work are to be found (1) in the fact that Daniel 
is called a priest and yet is confounded with the prophet Daniel. (2) This Daniel is said to 
have destroyed the temple of Bel (Baal) at Babylon. But from other credible testimony 
(Herod., i. 183, Strabo, xvi. 1, Arrian, Hzpedit. Alex., vii. 17), Xerxes plundered and de- 
stroyed it on his return from Greece (B. C. 479). (3) It is represented that the worship of 
living serpents was practiced at Babylon. But this is in direct opposition to what is known 
to have been true of the religious rites of the Babylonians and Persians.? Diodorus Siculus 
(ii. 9) has indeed been cited in support of such a practice. He says : émt 5¢ ray yovdrwy abrijs 
elorhxercov A€ovtes dbo Kal tAnoloy bpeELs Swepweyeeis Apryupat. But it is evident that he is speak- 


1 Einleit. in d. Apok. Schrift., pp. 422, 486, 473. 2 Vortrage, p. 123. 
8 Cf. Dollinger, Heidenthum u. Judenthum, pp. 891-454; Rawlinson, Ancient Mon., i. 105, iii. 25 f., 347 f.; and Trans- 
actions of the Soc. for Bib. Arch., ii., pp. 29-79, 846-352. See, also, notes ad loc., below. 
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ing simply of certain emblems in the temple of Bel, and it would be just as proper to infer 
from this passage that living lions were worshipped at Babylon as that living serpents there 
received divine honors. The supposition of Scholz, that a close relationship may have ex- 
isted between the religious customs of Egypt — where the worship of serpents did actually 
exist —and those of Babylon, is without basis in fact.? 

Jahn thinks the work was written asa fable. ‘‘ The author,” he says, “ would represent 
in a clear light the worthlessness of the priests of idolatry as over against the power of the 
true God. Thus all the difficulties disappear or sink into mere blunders of composition.” So 
also, essentially Eichhorn and Fritzsche. Merx calls it a humorous satire.2 Bertholdt is of 
the opinion that it may have had some basis in a current legend concerning Daniel, which was 
enlarged and put in its present form in Egypt by some ‘‘ Habbakuk the son of Joshua.”’ 
The contents furnish tolerably safe evidence of its Egyptian origin. And assuming that it 
formed a part of the Alexandrian version of the Book of Daniel, — it is so cited by Irenzeus 
(iv. 11) and Tertullian (De Idol., xviiii.; Contra Psych., ix.) its date can be inferred with 
sufficient accuracy. 





Estimation of the Additions in the Christian Church. 


Since the Additions were found in connection with the canonical Daniel in the version of 
the LXX., they are often quoted by both the Greek and Latin fathers, without discrimina- 
tion, as constituent parts of that book. Such of the fathers, however, as accepted only the 
Hebrew canon rejected them. We have no evidence, however, that they were not regarded 
as being fully on a level with the remainder of the book, until the criticisms of Julius Africa- 
nus called attention to the subject. Jerome notices the absence of these parts from the He- 
brew Bible, and while making no comments on them himself seems to accept the estimate of 
Eusebius and Apollinaris, who speak of the ‘‘ fables’ of Bel and Susanna. At Daniel iii. 23, 
he simply calls attention to the Song of the Three Children, ‘lest he should appear to have 
overlooked it.”4 Theodoret, a disciple of Chrysostom and one of the best commentators 
of the Greek church, made comments on the Song of the Three Children, but passes over the 
other two Additions in silence. While Polychronius, a contemporary of Jerome, who wrote 
a commentary on many books of the Old Testament, using for the most part the Syriac, speaks 
of the hymn (Song of the Three Children) as not being found in the Hebrew or Syriac 
Bible. 

In what is known as the ‘‘ Stichometry of Nicephorus,’’ who was patriarch of Constantino- 
ple, A. D. 828, the books of Scripture are arranged in three classes: (1) The canonical, 
(2) the disputed, and (3) the apocryphal. Among the latter is classed Susanna. This classi- 
fication did not originate with Nicephorus, but is referred to a much earlier period, and may 
even date back to the fourth century. Again, in a catalocue of the books of the Bible by 
Ebed Jesu of the Nestorian Church (+1318) are included ‘Susanna ”’ and the ‘‘ lesser Daniel ”’ 
(Bel and the Dragon).6 In a MS. of the Syriac Bible now in the University Library at Cam- 
bridge, England, the Book of Daniel follows the twelve minor prophets, and has the Addition, 
Bel and the Dragon, while Susanna is found between Ruth and Esther. Gregory bar He- 
breeus, ‘the last of the great Syrian writers,’’? made a commentary on the Additions to Dan- 
iel, as well as some others of the Old Testament apocryphal books, but seems not to have re- 
garded them as of equal rank with those of the Hebrew canon.® 

In times more modern we find Erasmus, whose views on these subjects shaped so largely 
those of other leaders of the Reformation, speaking of the Additions to Daniel with other 
apocryphal books as having been received into ‘* ecclesiastical use.’’ As it respects the au- 
thority to be allowed them, he does not seem to be quite settled in his opinion. Luther says, 
of “‘Susanna, Bel, Habbakuk, and the Dragon,’’ that they ‘‘ appear to be pretty spiritual 
poems; for their names admit of a symbolic meaning.’’ Karlstadt, however, an early friend 
of Luther, and afterwards professor of theology at Basle, puts these Additions among the 
books wholly apocryphal and to be condemned. The French Bible which emanated pa 
Calvin, published them as well as the remaining apocryphal literature of the Old Testament, 
in a separate volume, as being of inferior value. In the history of the English Bible, the 


? 


1 Einleit., iii. p. 526 2 Rawlinson, idem, i., 105 f. et passim. 
8 Art. “ Baal,” in Schenkel’s Bib. Lex. 4 Com. in Dan. Pref., and at xiii. 59. 
5 Westcott, Bib. in the Ch., p. 282. 6 Westcott, idem, p. 242. 
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Additions to Daniel have generally been held in the same estimation as other works of the 
same class. In the Roman Catholic church, on the other hand, since the Council of Trent, 
there have been but rare instances of dissent from its decision by which these Additions were 
placed among the “ sacred and canonical’? records of Christian faith. Even the remains of 
la chaste Susanne de Babylon are still exhibited in the cathedral of Toulouse. 

29 


THE ADDITIONS TO DANIEL. 


* 





THE PRAYER OF AZARIAS AND THE SONG OF THE THREE 
CHILDREN. 


_ 


Arter this manner then prayed Ananias, and Azarias, and Misael, and sang 
praises to the Lord when the king commanded that they should be cast into the 
furnace. And Azarias stood wp, and prayed in this manner ; and opening his mouth 
he gave thanks to the Lord with his companions in the midst of the fire of the fur- 
nace which the Chaldeans had made exceeding hot, and they said," 

Blessed art thou, O Lord God of our fathers, and art to be praised; and thy name is 
glorified ? for evermore ; for thou art righteous in all the things that thou hast done to 
us; yea, true are all thy works, and thy ways are right, and all thy judgments true.? 
5 And in all the things that thou hast brought upon us, and upon thy ® holy city of 
our fathers, even Jerusalem, thou hast executed true judgments ; ® for according to 
truth and judgment didst thou bring all these things upon us because of our sins. 
For we have sinned in all” and acted lawlessly, to fall away*® from thee; Yea? 
in all things have we sinned,” and not obeyed the commandments of thy law,” 
nor kept them, neither done as thou hast commanded us, that it might go well with 
us. And now” all that thou hast brought upon us, and all’ that thou hast done 
to us, thou hast done in true judgment. And thou didst deliver us into the hands 
of our enemies, lawless and most hostile apostates, and to an unjust king, and the 
10 most wicked in all the earth.” And now we cannot open our mouths; there has 
11 come ?® shame and reproach to thy servants, and to them that worship thee. De- 

liver ” us not up wholly, for thy name’s sake, neither disannul ** thou thy covenant ; 
12 and cause not thy mercy to depart from us, for thy beloved Abraham’s sake, and for 
13 thy servant Isaac’s sake, and for thy holy Israel’s sake; since thou didst speak to 
them and promise,” that thow wouldest multiply their seed as the stars of heaven, 
14 and as the sand upon ™ the sea shore. For we, O Lord, have become” less than 
any nation,” and are humiliated * this day in all the earth ® because of our sins. 
15 Neither is there at this time prince, or prophet, or leader, or burnt offering, or sac- 
rifice, or meat offering,” or incense, or place to offer the fruits* before thee, and 
16 to find mercy. Nevertheless in a broken heart and a contrite ** spirit let us be ac- 


bo 


oD 


“103 


ow 


Vers. 1,2.—1 A. V.: And they walked in the midst of the fire, praising God, and blessing the Lord. Then Azarias 
stood up and prayed on this manner; and opening his mouth in the midst of the fire, said (following the version of 
Theodotion, I have rendered according to Fritzsche’s text of the LXX. here, and throughout, unless otherwise indi- 
cated.) 

Vers. 3-6.—? A. V.: thy name is worthy to be praised (aiverds ; fifteen cursives, with Ald. and Co., read aiveroy) and 
glorified. 8 are truth (adyOwai ; ad7jera, II. IIT. XII. al., but, according to Fritzsche, it ‘‘ looks suspicious ”’). 
4 omits And. 5 the (cov is also added in 49. 90. 148. of Theod.). 6 judgment. 7 omits in all (as Theod.). 
§ committed iniquity, departing (jvoujocapev aoorqvat. For the latter III. XII. al. read amoordvtes). 


Vers. 7-9.— 9 A. V.: omits yea. 10 trespassed. 11 thy commandments (Theod. omits rod vouov). 12 Where- - 


fore (kat viv. Theod. strikes out the latter). 18 every thing. 14 lawless (Theod. omits yuav, and the xai before 
éxOiorwv) enemies most hateful forsakers of God. 15 world. 

Vers. 10-13, — 1° A. V.: we are become a (I read, with Fritzsche, éyevj4y for éyevj@yuev, and the dative instead of rav 
SovAwr, ete., of Cod. Chis.). 17 Yet (uy; Theod., 4h 54) deliver. 18 (Lit., scatter.) 19 to whom (as ; Theod., ots) 
thou hast spoken and promised. 20 that lieth upon. 

Vers. 14-17.— 1 A. V.: are become. 22 (Lit., all the nations.) 23 be kept under (éopeév rarewvot). 24 oblation 
(mpocdopa). 25 sacrifice (I render more literally). 26 contrite (see Ps. ci. 17) heart (lit., soul, but mvevpart follows) 
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17 cepted, as in burnt offerings? of rams and bullocks, and as” in ten thousands 
of fat lambs. So let our sacrifice result * in thy sight this day, and our atonement 

18 before thee ;4 for they are not shamed ® that put their trust in thee. And now we 

19 follow thee® with all ow, heart, and’ we fear thee, and seek thy face. Put us 
not to shame; but deal with us after thy lovingkindness,* and according to the 

20 fullness of thy mercy. And deliver ® us also according to thy marvelous works,”” 
and give glory to thy name, O Lord. And let all them that do thy servants hurt 

21 be turned back ;# and let them be put to shame ” in all their power," and let their 

22 strength be broken; let ® them know that thou art Lord, the only God,"® and 
glorious over the whole world. : 

23 And when they had cast the three all at once into the furnace and the furnace 
was thoroughly aglow with seven times its usual heat—and when they had thrown 
them in, then those who had thrown them in were above them, but the others set on 

24 fire under them naphtha, and tow, and pitch, and faggots. And the flame streamed 

25 forth above the furnace about forty nine cubits.” And it passed out through,’* and set 

26 fire to ® those 2° Chaldeans it found about the furnace. But an * angel of the Lord 
came down into the oven together with Azarias and his fellows, and smote the flame 

27 of the fire out of the oven, and made the midst of the furnace as though a wind of 
dew had gone hissing through it; and™ the fire touched them not at all,” neither 

28 hurt nor troubled them. And lifting up their voices * the three, as out of one 
mouth, praised and” glorified and blessed God in the furnace, saying, 


29 ‘Blessed art thou, O Lord God of our fathers ; 
~ And to be praised and exalted above all for ever.” 

30 And blessed ¢s thy glorious and holy name: 

And to be praised and exalted above all for ever. 
31 Blessed art thou in the temple of thine holy glory : 

And to be praised and glorified above all for ever. 
32 Blessed art thou that beholdest the depths, 

And sittest upon the cherubims : 

And to be praised and exalted above all for ever. 
33. Blessed art thou on the glorious throne of thy kingdom : 

And to be praised and glorified above all for ever. 
34 Blessed art thou in the firmament of heaven : 

And above all to be praised and glorified for ever. 


35 O all ye works of the Lord, bless ye the Lord: 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 
%386 Oye heavens, bless ye the Lord: 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 
37. O ye angels of the Lord, bless ye the Lord : 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 


andanhumble. 1 Like as in the burnt offering (as in Codd. 26.281.).  ? likeas.  % be(yevéoOw). ‘and grant 
that we may wholly go after thee («at 4 eéiAagts Eurpoadev cov. It might be rendered “and be as an atonement —a 
propitiation — before thee.*? The passage is corrupt, and I have adopted Fritzsche’s conjecture. In the LXX. the pas- 


sage runs: Kal éfiAdcat Omiabev gov. For the second word, Theod. read éxreAéoat, Or, according to some M&S., éxre- 


AcicOw. A. V. followed the latter). 5 shall (some MSS. of Theod. have the future) not be confounded (cf. 
ver. 21). 

ey 18-22. —8 Found only in 51. 229. 231. Co. 7 A. V.: omits and. 8 (émetkera. Of. Wisd. ii. 13; xii. 18; 
Baruch ii. 27.) 9 multitude of thy mercies, Deliver (26. 49. al. om. xat). 10 (Pavpacra cov.) 11 ashamed. 
12 confounded. 13 power and might (marg., by thy power and might. The Greek is ard maoys duvacteias ; 33. 91. 
106. 148. 228. Ald. prefix duvapews kai to the last word). 14 (Lit., broken in pieces.) 15 and (as some MSS. of 
Theod.) let. 16 According to Theod., p6vos is read after eds ; text. rec., before Kvptos, to which III. XII. al. prefix 


the article. 
Vers. 23, 24.—17 A. V.: And the king’s servants, that put them in, ceased not to make the oven hot with rosin — 


marg., naphtha — pitch, tow, and small wood, so that the flame streamed forth above the furnace forty and nine cubits. 
This is according to Theod. 

Vers. 25-28. —18 A. V.: passed through (Theod., 6a8evae for dreESevcer). 19 hurnt (évervpecev). 20 (article.) 
21 the (so Theod.). 22 as (Theod., ws for dceé) it had been a moist (marg., cool) whistling wind, so that. 23 (KaOddov ; 
Theod., To Ka. Cf. Acts iv. 18.) 24 Then (Theod., rére for avadaBovtes 5é). 25 omits and (as 62.). 

Vers. 29-68. — 26 On account of the many differences between the version of Theodotion followed by the A. V. and 
that of the LXX., I have left untouched the A. V. in these verses and given independently below, a translation of the 
Song as found in the LXX., following Fritasche’s text. 
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O all ye waters that be above the heaven, bless ye the Lord: 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O all ye powers of the Lord, bless ye the Lord: 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye sun and moon, bless ye the Lord: 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye stars of heaven, bless ye the Lord: 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O every shower and dew, bless ye the Lord: 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O all ye winds, bless ye the Lord: 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye fire and heat, bless ye the Lord: 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye winter and summer, bless ye the Lord: 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye dews and storms of snow, bless ye the Lord: 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye nights and days, bless ye the Lord: 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye light and darkness, bless ye the Lord: 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye ice and cold, bless ye the Lord : 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye frost and snow, bless ye the Lord: 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye lightnings and clouds, bless ye the Lord: 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O let the earth bless the Lord: 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye mountains and little hills, bless ye the Lord: 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. , : 
O all ye things that grow on the earth, bless ye the Lord : 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye fountains, bless ye the Lord: 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye seas and rivers, bless ye the Lord: 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. e 
O ye whales, and all that move in the waters, bless ye the Lord: 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O all ye fowls of the air, bless ye the Lord: 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O all ye beasts and cattle, bless ye the Lord: 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye children of men, bless ye the Lord: 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O Israel, bless ye the Lord : 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye priests of the Lord, bless ye the Lord: 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye servants of the Lord, bless ye the Lord : 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye spirits and souls of the righteous, bless ye the Lord: 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye holy and humble men of heart, bless ye the Lord : 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever. , 

O Ananias, Azarias, and Misael, bless ye the Lord: © 
Praise and exalt him above all for ever: 
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For he hath delivered us from hell, 

_ And saved us from the hand of death, 
And delivered us out of the midst of the furnace and burning flame: 
Even out of the midst of the fire hath he delivered us. 


67 


O give thanks unto the Lord, because he ¢s gracious : 


For his mercy endureth for ever. 


68 


O all ye that worship the Lord, bless the God of gods, 


Praise him, and give him thanks: 
For his mercy endureth for ever. 


Tue Sone OF THE 


Vers. 1,2. Cf. Dan. iii. 22, 23, which this Addi- 
tion as such would naturally follow. The names 
given to the three Israelitish youth are their He- 
brew names, which are substituted for the Chal- 
daic forms found at Dan. iii. 12. On the signifi- 
cance of Babylonian names, see Ancient Mon., iii. 
79.—TS mvp) srokaoueyns ths Kkaulvov. This 
verb, which means literally to set on jire from be- 
neath (Herod., iv. 61), seems here to refer to a 
fire which is made hotter and hotter. Cf. the 
LXX. at Jer. i. 13 (A. V., “seething ”’). 

Ver. 4. "Em waow, in all (the things). See 
Kriiger, Ixviii. 41, for remarks on such a use of 
this preposition, and cf. Homer, //., iv. 178. 

Ver. 5. “A éenhyayes juiv, that thou hast 
brought upon us. Not an infrequent significa- 
tion of this verb. Cf. LXX. at Jer. vi. 19; xi. 
11. 

Ver. 9. ’Avéuwy, lawless. The reference is to 
that divine rule and government revealed in the 
Old Testament, to which the heathen were 


strangers. Esther (Add. iv. 12) is represented 
as saying: eulonoa ddtay avduwv. Cf. Rom. ii. 
12; iii. 31; and Cremer’s Lez., s. v. — Most 


hostile apostates, éy@latwyv dmoctatav. Michaelis 
and others suspect, but not as it would seem with 
sufficient reason, that the text is corrupt. The 
heathen might be regarded as apostates in the 





sense that originally all knew the true God. — 
The judgment pronounced upon Nebuchadnezzar, 
if he is meant, appears to be somewhat harsh, 
when it is remembered under what circum- 
stances —after four rebellions — he had been 
compelled to destroy Jerusalem, and what is said 
in his favor by Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel. 
See also Ancient Mon., iii., 58 f. Eichhorn says: 
“The Jew who puts this prayer in their mouth 
was very little acquainted with the spirit which 
so beautifully clothed the pious, suffering mar- 
tyrs.” (Linleit., p. 420.) Bertholdt (dvinlett., p. 
1667) cites this verse as evidence that the Addi- 
tion was written in the time of Antiochus Epiph- 
anes, since the Jews were accustomed to call him 
the greatest of reprobates. : 

Ver. 12. The epithets applied to the patri- 
archs are worthy of note. Only in 2 Chron. xx. 
7,is Abraham elsewhere called t the beloved 
(A. V., ‘friend’) of God.” —“Ayws is used of 
Jacob probably in,the sense of devoted, pious. In 
New Testament usage it refers, first, to those 
whose service God accepts (Eph. iii. 5); second, 
to those who are chosen of God (Luke ii. 23) ; 
third, to persons who, in a tropical sense, are 
spoken of as offerings, sacrifices (Col. i. 22); 
fourth, it is used with an ethical significance 
(1 Cor. vii. 34). See Grimm’s Lex. : 

Ver. 14. The word déo7o0rTa is appropriate to 
the connection. It is fitly used by those who over 








THREE CHILDREN. 


against God would take the position of extreme 
humility. See Wisd. xviii. 11; Luke ii. 29. 

Ver. 15. On the supposition that this com- 
position was written at the time when it purports 
to have been written, what can be thought of 
the statement in this verse, when taken in con- 
nection with the fact that Daniel, Ezekiel, and 

robably Jeremiah, still lived? Allioli (Com., ad 
oc.) says that Daniel had indeed the gift of 
prophecy, but was not in the prophetic office, 
which, as far as it relates to the present passage, 
would be a distinction without a difference. He 
remarks, further, that Ezekiel was not at this 
time in Babylon, but on the river Chebar. But 
Chebar, as we learn from good authorities, was 
also in the province of Babylon. See art. 
“Chebar” in Smith’s Bib. Dict. and Schenkel’s 
Bib. Lex. According to Zunz (Vortrége, p. 13) 
the prophetic activity did not cease until one or 
two generations after the time of Nehemiah. (Cf. 
also Dillmann, under Propheten in Schenkel’s Bid. 
Lex.) There was, moreover, no lack of priests at 
this time. Is it meant that there was no oppor- 
tunity for prophets and priests to exercise their 
ordinary functions? It might be to a consider- 
able extent true of the latter class, Or is it 
meant, absolutely, that outside of Palestine the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit could not be en- 
joyed? Under what category, then, is the work 
before us'to be classed? Cf. Michaelis, Anmerk. 
zum Dan., p. 29. —@vata. This word refers, first, 
to the act of sacrificing; and, then, to the sacri- 
fice itself. It is ordinarily used in the LXX. as 


the rendering of the Hebrew word Mat) while 
dapov, sometimes mpoopopd, is given for J. 


Vers. 23, 24. The peculiar grammatical con- 
struction, kalew kduwov vapbar, etc., is noticeable. 
Such a method of punishment, by burning in a 
furnace, was not altogether uncommon in the 
East, as the legend concerning the casting of 
Abraham into the fire for refusing to worship 
idols, as found-in the Targum to 2 Chron, xxviii. 
3, shows. See Winer, Realwérterb., art. “ Lebens- 
strafen.” It has been asked how it was possible 
for the writer to learn so exactly how high the 
fire streamed up above the furnace. The preposi- 
tion éx{, however, with words in the accusative 
indicating number, may have the sense of about, 
not far from. See Herod.,iv. 190. Moreover, the 
number forty-nine is the product of 7 X 7, the 
holy number so much used by Daniel. Concern- 
ing the material used for heating the furnace, 
see Ancient Mon., i. 220; ii. 487. The A. V. 
says in the margin that “naphtha” was “a cer- 
tain kind of fat and chalky clay.” 

Ver. 26. The figure employed is by no means 
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perfect. It was not the hissing of the moist wind 
in the fire, but its refreshing influence upon the 
three youth, that should have been made promi- 
nent. 

Ver. 30. The comments that follow are on the 
revised text, which follows below. — “fmepaiverds 
is found in the LXX. only here. The same is 
true of bmepévdotos and brepuuyyrds in verse 31. 

Ver. 31. This seeming reference to the temple 
(cf. verses 62, 63) appears to contradict what is 
said at verse 14, and has been cited as proof that 
the prayer (mpooevxy) and the song (atveois) are 
from different authors, and originated at differ- 
ent periods. . See Ziindel, Aritische Untersuchung, 
p- 185, and Bertholdt, Hin/eit., p. 1565. 

Vers. 32-37. Cf. Ps. ciii. and exlviii. 

Ver. 39. [aoa af dvvdwers Kuplov. The fol- 
lowing verses indicate what these forces of the 
Lord are: namely, those by which he keeps the 
world in order and executes his plans. An in- 
teresting book has been written by Dr. Child, 
entitled Benedicite, in which these “ powers of the 
Lord,” and indeed the whole Song of the Three 
Children, is admirably commented on from the 
point of view of natural history. 

Ver. 48. Tdxvn differs from ftyos, found in 
verse 45, in this, that the former refers rather to 
what is known as a white frost. The arrange- 
ment of the verses at this point has been consid- 
erably altered in Theodotion’s translation. 

Ver. 53. Bovvol, German “Biihne.” The 
word, according to Herodotus (iv. 158, 199), is 
Cyrenaic. See remarks upon it in the Leaxicons 
of Schleusner and Grimm. 





Ver. 57. Kr. It need not be limited to 
“whales,” as in the A. V., following the Old 
Latin and Vulgate (cete). It means any huge 
fish or sea monster. Cf. Herod., iv. 53. 

Ver. 59. T& Onpla kal re erhv7. The distinc- 
tion between wild and tame animals was doubt- 
less meant to be brought out by these two words. 
The former is used for the later form, @npléuoy, 
and is a diminutive in form, although not in 
usage; and is so employed in the classics, but not 
often in the LXX. or New Testament. Cod. 
Chis. (ed. by Cozza) and the Syr. Hex. read for 
ebdoyeite TayTA Te Onpla, evAoy. TeTpamoda Kab 
Onpta. ‘ 

Vers. 62, 63. Grotius says: “ Nam et hi in ex- 
silio dignitatem inter suos retinebant, et preces con- 
cipiebant pro populo.” But see above, verse 14. 

Ver. 64. Ye spirits (mwvetuara) and souls 
(Wvxat) of the righteous. These are not the 
spirits and souls of the dead, but (as the context 
shows) of living persons. It is quite interesting 
to notice the use of these two words, probably as 
indicative of the higher and lower nature of men. 
See Repertor. f. Bib. u. Morgenliind. Lit., 2te Theil, 
1-24. 

Ver. 67. ’E£ouodoyeio#e TH Kuply. This verb 
means, first, to confess, Matt. iii. 6; then, to ac- 
knowledge, with special reference to benefits re- 
ceived, and so to laud, praise. Ct. LXX. at Ps. 
xxx. 4,— Of ceBduevor. We find precisely the 
same word and the same form of it applied to 
proselytes of the gate. Cf. Wisd. xv. 18; Acts 
xvii. 17. 


THE SONG OF THE THREE ‘CHILDREN (verses 29-67 according to the 
LXX.). 


29 Blessed art thou, O Lord God of our fathers, 
And to be praised and highly exalted for ever. 

30 And blessed is thy glorious and holy name, 
And to be highly praised and exalted for ever." 

31 _ Blessed art thou in thy holy and glorious temple, 
And to be highly praised and glorified for ever.’ 

32 —_ Blessed art thou on the throne ® of thy kingdom, 
And to be praised and highly exalted* for ever. 

83 Blessed art thou that beholdest the depths, sitting over the cherubim, 
And to be praised and glorified ° for ever. 

34 Blessed art thou in the firmament,® 
And to be praised and glorified for ever. 

30 O all ye works of the Lord, bless ye the Lord, 
Praise and highly exalt him for ever. 

36 O ye angels of the Lord, bless ye the Lord, 
Praise and highly exalt him for ever. 

387 Oye heavens, bless ye the Lord, 
Praise and highly exalt him for ever. 

38  Oall ye waters that are above the heaven, bless ye the Lord, 
Praise and highly exalt him for ever. 

39  Oall ye powers of the Lord, bless ye the Lord, 
Praise and highly exalt him for ever. 


1 Here, mévtas rovs atHvas. Most MSS. of Theod. omit rdvras. In ver. 67 many MSS, of Theod. have it. 


2 Theod. gives vers. 32, 33 in an inverse order. 
8 After Opovov some MSS. of Theod. add ddéys. 
4 Theod., drepupvytos kai Vrepuuvovmevos. 

6 Theod, adds ovpavov. 


5 Theod., drepupovpmevos. 
7 Theod. gives vers. 36, 37 in an inverse order. 
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40 Oye sun and moon, bless ye the Lord, 
Praise and highly exalt him for ever. 

41 Oye stars of heaven, bless ye the Lord, 
Praise and highly exalt him for ever. 

42 all rain and dew,! bless ye the Lord, 
Praise and highly exalt him for ever, 

43 Oall ye winds, bless ye the Lord, 
Praise and highly exalt him for ever. 

44 ye fire and heat,” bless ye the Lord, 
Praise and highly exalt him for ever. 

45 Oye frost and cold, bless ye the Lord, 
Praise and highly exalt him for ever.’ 

46 Oye dews and falling snow, bless ye the Lord,* 
Praise and highly exalt him for ever. 

47 Oye ice and cold, bless ye the Lord, 
Praise and highly exalt him for ever. 

48 0 ye hoar frost and snow,° bless ye the Lord, 
Praise and highly exalt him for ever. 

49 Oye nights and days, bless ye the Lord, 
Praise and highly exalt him for ever. 

50 Oye light and darkness, bless ye the Lord, 
Praise and highly exalt him for ever.° 

51 Oye lightnings and clouds, bless ye the Lord, 
Praise and highly exalt him for ever. 

52  O let the earth bless the Lord, 
Let it praise and highly exalt him for ever, 

53 O ye mountains and hills, bless ye the Lord, 
Praise and highly exalt him for ever. 

54 all things that grow on the earth, bless ye the Lord, 
Praise and highly exalt him for ever. 

55 ye fountains, bless ye the Lord, 
Praise and highly exalt him for ever. 

56 Oye seas and rivers, bless ye the Lord, 
Praise and highly exalt him for ever. 

57 Oye whales, and all that move in the waters, bless ye the Lord, 
Praise and highly exalt him for ever. 

58 all ye birds of heaven, bless ye the Lord, 
Praise and highly exalt him for ever. 

59  O all ye animals, wild and tame, bless ye the Lord, 
Praise and highly exalt him for ever, 

60 Oye sons of men, bless ye the Lord, 

. Praise and highly exalt him for ever. 

61  O Israel, bless ye the Lord, 
Praise and highly exalt him for ever. 

62 Oye priests,” bless ye the Lord, 
Praise and highly exalt him for ever, 

63 Oye servants,® bless ye the Lord, 
Praise and highly exalt him for ever. 

64 Ove spirits and souls of the righteous, bless ye the Lord, 
Praise and highly exalt him for ever. 

65 Oye holy and humble of heart, bless ye the Lord, 
Praise and highly exalt him for ever. 

66 O Ananias, Azarias, and Misael, bless ye the Lord, 
Praise and highly exalt him for ever ; 

1 mas SuBpos Kat Spdcos. 2 Some MSS. of Theod. have cavowv and some Katma. 
3 This verse is read as ver. 49 in Theod. and A. Vv. 4 This and the following verse are omitted in Theod. 


5 The word means snow already fallen, xvdves; in ver. 46 we have vuderot, storms of snow, or falling snow. 
6 This is ver. 48, in Theod., and A, Y. 
7 'Theod. adds kvpiov. 8 Theod. adds kupiov. 
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67 For he delivered us from Hades, 
And saved us from the hand of death, 
And rescued us from the midst? of the scorching flame, 
And from the fire? he redeemed us. 
O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is gracious, 
For his mercy endureth for ever. 
O all ye that worship * the God of gods, bless him, 
Praise and give thanks, for his mercy endureth for ever. 


THE HISTORY OF SUSANNA (according to the LXX.).‘ 

6,7 Awnp suits in law came to them from other cities. These men saw a woman 
of shapely form, wife of their brother of the sons of Israel, Susanna by name, 
daughter of Chelcias, wife of Joacim as she walked in the park of her husband at 

8,9 evening. And desiring her for their lust, they perverted their mind and turned 
away their eyes that they might not look unto heaven, nor remember just judg- 

10 ments. And both were inflamed with passion on her account, and concealed from 
each other the evil that possessed them with respect to her; nor did the woman 
12 know of this thing. And when day dawned, as they went, zealous who should be 
first to appear in her presence and speak to her, they betrayed themselves to one 
13 another. And behold, she was walking, as was her wont, and when one of the 
elders came, behold the other was already there. And the one said to the other, for 
the sake of proving him, Why did you go out so, at daybreak, and not take me 
14,19 along? And they acknowledged to one another their passion, and said to each 
other, Let us repair to her; and they went unitedly up to her and used violence 
22 against her. And the daughter of Judah said to them, I know that if I do this, it 
23 will be my death, and if I do it not I shall not escape your hands ; but it is better 
28 for me not having done it to fall into your hands than to sin before the Lord. And 
the transgressors turned away vowing with themselves and making plans that they 
might put her to death. And they went to the assembly of the city where they 
dwelt ; and there sat together in council, all the sons of Israel who were there. 
29 And the two elders and judges arose and said, Send for Susanna, daughter of Chel- 
30 cias, who is the wife of Joacim; and they at once summoned her. And so the 
woman was present with her father and mother: and her servants and handmaids, who 
were five hundred in number, were in attendance, and the four little children of 
31, 82 Susanna. And the woman was very fair. And the transgressors commanded 
33 her to unveil in order that they might sate their lust with her beauty. And all her 
34 friends and all as many as knew her wept. And the elders and judges rising up 
35 placed their hands on her head. But her heart trusted in the Lord her God, and 
three times lifting up her heart, she wept and prayed within herself, O Lord, the 
eternal God, who dost know all things before they come to be, thou knowest 
that I have not done that which’ these transgressors have maliciously charged 
36 against me. And the Lord heard her prayer. But the two elders said, We were 
37 walking in the park of her husband, and as we moved around the stadium we saw 
this person reclining in the arms of a man, and we stood and observed them com- 
38 panying together; and they were not aware that we stood there. Then we agreed 
39 with each other saying, Let us learn who these pefsons are ; and on going up we 
40 discovered this woman; but the young man fled away disguised. And laying hold 
of her we asked her who the man was, and she did not tell us who he was. These 
41 things we testify. And the whole assembly believed them since they were elders 
42 and judges of the people. And behold an angel of the Lord appeared as she 
was being led away to be put to death, and the angel, as he had been commanded, 
48 gave a sagacious spirit to a young man, namely, to Daniel. And Daniel putting 
asunder the populace and standing in the midst of them said: Aresons of Israel 
1 After wécov some MSS. of Theod. add capivov. 2 Theod., é« wécov mupds. 
8 Theod. adds Tov kvpiov ; so also Cod. Chis. and Syr. B. 


: # On account of the great divergency of the text of the LXX. from that of Theodotion (cf. Introd.) ‘1 give a transla- 
tion of the former here, and make it the basis of the comments that follow. For the other translation, see below. 
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52 


58 


34 


56 


57 


58 
59 


61 
63 


63 
64 


Ver. 6. 


such fools? Do ye without examination or knowledge of the truth put a daughter 
of Israel to death? And, now, separate for me these men widely from one another 
in order that I may test them. And when they were separated, Daniel said to the as- 
sembly, Now consider not that these men are elders and say, They will not give false 
witness ; but judge them according to that which falls out with me. And he called 
one of them; and they led the elder to the young man. And Daniel said to him, 
Hear, hear, thou who hast grown old with evil days, now have come thy sins which 
thou didst formerly commit. Relied on to hear and pronounce judgments in capital 
offences, thou hast both condemned the guiltless and acquitted those who should 
have been held to account; although the Lord hath said, Thou shalt not slay the 
innocent and the just. Now, then, under what tree and in what part of the park 
hast thou seen these persons as they were together? And the godless fellow said, 
Under a mastic tree. But the young man answered, Fittingly hast thou borne 
false witness against thine own life; for the angel of the Lord will cut asunder thy 
soul this day. And putting him aside he commanded that the other should be 
brought before him, and to him also he said, Wherefore is thy seed perverted like 
that of Sidon and not like Judah? Beauty deceived thee, the petty lust! And so 
were ye wont to do with daughters of Israel and they out of fear companied with 
you; but a daughter of Judah did not abide your sickly, lawless passion that she 
should submit to it. Now, then, tell me, under what tree and in what part of the 
garden didst thou surprise them companying together? And he said, Under a 
holm tree. And Daniel answered, O thou hardened in sin! now the angel of the 
Lord, sword in hand, waits until the people shall destroy you, that he may cut thee 
in pieces. And all the assembly shouted over the young man, that he from the con- 
fessions of their own mouth had proved them both false witnesses. And as the 
law enjoins dealt they with them, even as they had acted wickedly against their 
sister. And they gagged them and leading them away, cast them down into a deep 
gorge. Then the angel of the Lord passed fire through the midst of them and in- 
nocent blood was saved that day. Therefore the young men of Jacob are beloved 
for their simplicity ; and let us watch over, as sons, mighty young men ; for young 
men are piously disposed and there will be in them a spirit of knowledge and sagac- 
ity for ever. 


Tue History oF Susanna (in the LXX., Vulg. and Co., chap. xiii. of Dan.). 


Undoubtedly something has been lost| See Fritzsche’s Com., ad loc. — Kptoe:s, legal pro- 


from the beginning of the work in the LXX. 
That the lost portion, however, was identical, or 
eyen corresponded in general, with what is sup- 
plied by Theodotion is improbable. Indeed, the 
extant codex of the LXX.’s version of the story, 
which came to light in the last century, and the 
Syriac Hexaplar translation (Syr. B.), while 
using for an introduction this text of Theodotion, 
have distinguished it by critical marks as far as 
to the middle of the fifth verse. The same au- 
thorities have also by the letters A. S. Th. (the 
latter has only S. and Th.), which refer respec- 
tively to the versions of Aquila, Symmachus, and 
Theodotion, indicated still more definitely the 
fact of the want of originality. Briill’s theory 
has much to commend it, that the lost portion 
related to the licentious conduct of the two elders 
in connection with the Israelitish women in Baby- 
lon, and that the verses were removed from the 
text on the ground that they contained an unjust 
imputation upon the latter. (Das Apok. Su- 
sayna-Buch, p. 28.) But the extant text of the 
LXX. could not have begun with the words 
which immediately follow the critical marks 
spoken of ; namely, “such as the Lord spoke of.” 
And we may suppose either that these marks 
were meant to be placed at the end of the fourth 
verse, or that the LXX. began simply with the 
words: “There were two elders in Babylon.” 


i 





cesses; or, as the A. V. renders Theodotion, 
suits in law. The use of this word in the present 
sense, while the common one in New Testament 
Greek, is comparatively rare in the classics. 

Ver. 7. It has been maintained by some that 
by Joacim here the king of that name is meant. 
(See 2 Kings xxy. 27f.) But if this were the 
case, there seems to be no good reason why it 
should not have been definitely stated. 

Ver. 10. Karavevyuyuéevor. This word is used 
to express any violent emotion, especially of 
grief. See a learned excursus by C. F. A. 
Fritzsche (Ad Rom. Epist., ii. 558) on this and 
kindred words from the same root. — Ov mpowerot- 
eiro. It is clear from the connection that the 
writer meant to say that each of the elders con- 
cealed from the other his illicit passion. He 
seems, however, to say just the opposite. One of 
the derivative meanings of this verb, however, is 
to pretend. We may therefore render freely : 
« And they pretended to one another that the evil 
(purpose) which possessed them with respect to 
her did not exist.” Cf. Thucyd., iii. 47, where 
wh mpoorocic@a is used in the sense of “ignor- 
ing.” Kriiger (67. 5) gives it there the meaning 
of “ dissimulare, sich stellen als ob etwas nicht statt 
finde,” make as though something had not taken 
place. 


Ver. 12. “Op0pos. From dpyuw, and used in 
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the LXX. for a Hebrew word which means the 
same as aurora. See Thiersch, De Pent. Ver. 
Alex., p. 81. : 

Ver. 19. ’EteBid€ovro. This verb means, first, 
to drive out; then, to wrest from, which is nearly 
the sense here. They used violence against her, 
for the purpose of obtaining her acquiescence in 
their vile designs. 

Ver. 28. According to the Talmud, every 
city of Palestine having not less than one hun- 
dred and twenty householders was empowered to 
have a lesser Sanhedrin, composed of twenty- 
three members. See Winer, Realwérterb. art. 
“Syned.” It has been objected, with great rea- 
son and force, against the representations of 
this verse, and indeed against the entire history, 
that no such state of things could probably have 
existed among the Jews at Babylon during the 
time of Nebuchadnezzar. They would hardly 
have been allowed the exercise of so much free- 
dom as to be able to hold court and have the 
power of life and death. The whole process, 
moreover, is conducted in quite too disorderly a 
manner to be real. And if Daniel was then old 
enough to act the part here assigned him, he 
could not have used the language that is ascribed 
to him. 

Ver. 29. ’AmoortelAare er) Sovodvvay, Send to 
Susanna, i. ¢., for the purpose of bringing her 
into the assembly. See Kriiger, 68. 42, 2, who 
assigns to this preposition sometimes the signifi- 
cation of the German nach, for, after. He cites 
Thueyd., iii. 105, 3. 


Ver. 31. Fair. See remarks at Add. to Esth. 
Vara. 
Ver. 32. To be obliged to unveil under such 


circumstances was, according to Eastern habits 
of thought, a great indignity. It lowered her, in 
fact, even before she had been tried, to the grade 
of a common corrupt woman. 

Ver. 33. “Hdecay. The third person plural 
of the pluperfect of ew is so written also in 
Mark i. 34; John ii. 9, xxi. 4, instead of 7#5ecav. 

Ver. 34. Placed their hands on her head. 
Among the forms of adjuration this was the most 
common. See Gen. xiv. 22; Deut. xxxii. 40; Rev. 
x. 5; Hom., l/., xix. 254. 

Ver. 35. I have translated dvaktpaoa by “ lift- 
ing up her heart,” as the context seems thus to 
limit the word. Theodotion has, however, avé- 
BaewWer eis Tov olpavdy. 

Ver. 37. Tdardduv. See 1 Cor. ix. 24. Every 
important city of Greece, and those of Asia and 
Palestine, if inhabited largely by Greeks, had its 
orddiwv. The reference here seems to be to that 
part of the garden which was not planted, being 
open for walks and games. 

Ver. 42. It is interesting, as bearing on the 
question of their relation to one another, to ob- 
serve how Daniel is introduced, and under what 
circumstances he comes to interfere in the case, 
as represented in the versions of the LXX. and 
of Theodotion respectively ; also, to note the in- 
tentional and fitting change in the former from 
the expression “an angel” to “the angel of the 
Lord,” especially with regard to the subject of 
angelology and its relation to the teaching of the 
Old Testament on the same subject. —Newrépe, 
a young man. For this use of the comparative 
for the positive, see Winer, p. 242 f., and Kriiger, 
xlix. 6,2. Theodotion has ma:dapiov vewrépou, 1. @., 
a young boy. This would indicate the earlier 
part of the period of the Exile. 





Ver. 48. Theodotion enlarges to a consider- 
able extent on the original. — @vyarépa ‘Iapana. 
The word “Israel” is used in a general sense, 
and not as in verse 57; otherwise it would be a 
bungling lapsus penne. : 

Ver. 54. ‘Yd oxivev, under a mastic-tree. 
This word occurs only here in the Greek Bible. 
The tree spoken of produces a fragrant resin 


known as mastic, used in both ancient and mod- - 


ern times for strengthening the teeth and gums. 
Martial recommended mastic toothpicks, and Pliny 
mentions the fact that the leaves were rubbed on 
the tecth for the toothache. See under the word 
in Schenkel’s Bib. Lex. and Smith’s Bib. Dict. 
The inaccurate expression, “cut asunder thy 
soul,” oxloe cov thy Yuxhy, must be charged to 
the Greek text. The intended paronomasia con- 
tained in the words oxivoy ... - oxfoe:, and in 
verse 58, mpivov ... - katanplon, is well brought 
out by Luther: “under einer Linden... . der 
Engel . . . . wird dich finden ; under einer Hichen 
.... der Engel... . wird dich zeichen.” See 
Introd. for remarks on the bearing of the parono- 
masia on the subject of the probable age and 
original language of the work. On the subject 
of paronomasia in general in the Greek language, 
see Winer, p. 636, and Wilke, NV. T. Rhetorik, 
p. 413. 
Ver. 58. 
are several different Hebrew words which are 
rendered “oak” in the A. V.,— all, however, 


as is likely, allied to the simple form Os. The 


Roman edition of the LXX. renders by repéBiv0s, 
IIL. by repéusvOos, while the versions of Aquila, 
Symmachus, and Theodotion have translated by 
Spds. See Balfour’s Plants of the Bible, p. 39 f. 

Ver. 61. "Erovnpetoavto kata Tis adeApis av- 
rev. As given by Theodotion (verse 62): 8y 
tpbrov erovnpevoavToa TH mancloy mofoa. Winer 
(p. 178) disproves the idea that the masculine is 
here used for the feminine, although Susanna is 
doubtless referred to. See Gen. xxiii. 3. It is 
singular that Theodotion has adopted an indefi- 
nite word in the place of the definite one found in 
his text. But the frequent use of the word 
“neighbor” in the Old Testament, where the 
matter of right and wrong is involved, probably 
led to the change. 

Ver. 62. ’E¢luwcav abtods. This verb means 
to muzzle, and is so used at 1 Tim. v.18. In 
Aristophanes (Neph., 592) it isemployed to desig- 
nate a peculiar kind of punishment, which con- 
sisted of a board laid on the shoulders, with an 
opening for the head. Sometimes the feet and 
arms were also bound. In Matt. xxii. 34, it is 
used of our Lord’s putting the Sadducees to si- 
lence, and that is probably allied to the sense 
here. They were gagged or hooded, so as to pre- 
vent their outcries. —@dpayt = vallis rupibus ab- 
ruptisque montibus coarctata. 
Luke iii. 5. — Ara péoov abtav. See Luke xvii. 
4, where Lachmann, however, would read Méocov. 
Punishment by fire was allowed under Jewish 
law, in certain cases of unchastity. (Lev. xx. 14; 
xxi. 9.) Sometimes the bodies.of executed crim- 
inals and of persons who had made themselves 
infamous were consumed by fire. (Josh. vii. 25; 
2 Kings xxiii. 16.) k 

Ver. 63. ’Ev tH a&Adrntt. ‘This preposition 
may mean “on account of.” See Winer, p. 386 f. 
I have translated the substantive by “simplicity,” 
as perhaps the best rendering. It is the absence 


IIpivos, the holm, or oak tree. There 


Grimm’s Lex. Cf... 
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of dissimulation. See Kling, in Herzog’s Real-| emphatic form —a circumlocution for the super- 

Encyk., iii. 723, art. “ Einfalt,” and Fritzsche, ad | lative — for “ forever ” is, to say the least, an ex- 

Epist. Rom., iii. 62 f. trayagance in this connection. : 
Ver. 64. Eis aidva aidvos. The use of this 


THE HISTORY OF SUSANNA. 


1,2 ‘TuHere dwelt aman in Babylon, called Joacim; and he took a wife whose 
name was Susanna, daughter? of Chelcias, a very beautiful woman,?and one that 
feared the Lord. Her parents also were righteous, and had* taught their daughter 
according to the law of Moses. And Joacim was a very * rich man, and had a park 
adjoining *® his house ; and to him resorted the Jews, because he was more in honor ° 
than all others. And in that year were appointed two elders from’ the people 
to be judges, concerning whom® the Lord spake, that unjust dealing ® came from 
Babylon from elders who were judges,”” who seemed” to govern the people. These 
frequented ” Joacim’s house ; and all that had suits * in Jaw came unto them. And 
it came to pass when the people departed * at noon, Susanna went into her, hus- 
band’s park * to walk. And the two elders saw her going in every day, and walk- 
ing; and*® their lust was inflamed toward her, And they perverted their own mind, 
and turned away their eyes, that they might not look unto heaven, nor remember 
10 just judgments. And both were wounded with her Jove, and did not show one 
11 another their grief.” For they were ashamed to tell of ® their lust, that they de- 
12 sired to have to do with her. And they watched diligently from day to day to 
13 see her. “And the one said to the other, Let us now go home; for it is dinner ” 
14 time. And they went out and™ parted the one from the other. And turning back 

again they came to the same place ; and on inquiring out the reason of one another,” 

they acknowledged their lust ; and * then appointed they in common a time * when 
15 they might find her alone. And it fell out, as they watched a fit day,” she went 

in one time *° as before 7’ with two maids only ; and she was desirous to wash her- 
16 self in the garden, for it was hot. And there was nobody there save the two 
17 elders, that had hid themselves, and watched her. And ®* she said to her ” maids, 

Bring me now oil and ointments,” and shut the park » doors, that I may wash 
18 me. And they did as she bade them, and shut the park® doors, and went out 

themselves at side ® doors to fetch the things that she had commanded them; and * 
19 they saw not the elders because they were hid. And it came to pass ® when the maids 
20 had * gone forth, the two elders rose up, and ran unto her, and said,” Behold, the 

park ® doors are shut, and no one seeth ® us, and we are in love with thee; there- 
21 fore consent unto us, and lie with us. But if“ not, we will bear witness against 

thee, that a young man was with thee; and therefore thou didst send away thy 
22 maids from thee. And“ Susanna sighed, and said, J am hemmed in“ on every 

side: for whether * I do this thing, it is death unto me; or I do ¢¢ not, I shall 
23 not* escape your hands. It is better for me not having done it to fall into your 
24 hands,*® than to sin in the sight of the Lord. And* Susanna cried with a loud 


co CO 1D or He OF 


Vers. 1-4. —1A.V.: the daughter (Cod. II. has never Swodvva, as stated in Fritzsche’s critical apparatus, but every- 
where Sovcavva, as in the text. rec. and the majority of MSS.). 2 fair woman. ® omits had. 4 Now J. was a 
great. 5 fair garden joining unto. 6 honourable. ; : 

Vers. 6,6.—7A.V.: The same ... . of the ancients of. § such as (so Luther). 9 of, that wickedness (avoula, 
the opposite of duxacocvvn). 10 ancient judges. 11 (This may be understood to mean: who seemed to others, were 
accounted ; or, who put on the appearance; or, who seemed to, thought themselves. The context seems to me to favor the 
first. Of., for the thought, Jer. xxix. 22, 23.) 12 kept much at. 13 any suits. 

Vers. 7, 8. —14 A. V.: Now when’... . departed away. 15 garden. 16 so that. 

Vers. 10-13. —17 A. V.: albeit they both were wounded with her love, yet durst not one shew another his grief. 
i8 declare. 9 Yet. 20 (apiarov.) 

Vers. 14,15. —*! A. V.: So when they were gone out they. 22 after that they had asked one another the cause. 
23 omits and (as 49. 87. 90. 91. 228. Ald.). 24 a time both together. 25 time, 26 omits one time (dre). 
27 Marg., Gr., as yesterday and the day before. 

Vers. 17-19. — 28 A. V.: Then. 29 (adris is added by 84. 36. 48. 148. al. Co.) 50 omits now. e1 washing balls 
(opyypara ; IIT. 23. 26. al., the sing. It might mean soap, or perfume ; but most likely a perfumed ointment is in- 
tended, Of. Usth. ii. 3, 9). 82 garden. 33 privy (marg., side). 34 but. 85 Now. ve. were. 37 saying. 

Vers. 20-24. — 88 A. V.: garden. 39 that (148. omits cat) no man can see. 40 Tf thou wilt. 41 Then. 42 am 
straited. 43 if. 44 and if (re — Te). 45 cannot. 46 better (aiperov, II. III. XII. 28. 26. al. Co. Ald.; text. rec., 
the comparative) for me to fall into your hands, and not do tt. 47 With that. 
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25 voice; and the two elders also? cried out against her. And one ran,” and opened 
26 the park doors.2 And‘ when the servants of the house heard the cry in the park,® 
27 they rushed in through the side ° door, to see what had happened Tunto her. But when 
the elders uttered their accusations,® the servants were greatly ashamed; for there 
28 was never such a report made concerning ® Susanna. And it came to pass the next 
day, when the people assembled ” to her husband Joacim, the two elders came full 
29 of their unrighteous design ! against Susanna to put her to death, and said baer 
the people, Send for Susanna, daughter * of Chelcias, Joacim’s wife. And they * 
30 sent. And she came with her father and mother, and © her children, and all her 
31 kindred. But ?® Susanna was a very delicate!” woman, and of beautiful form.!® 
32 And the transgressors! commanded to unveil her, for she was veiled, that they 
33 might sate themselves™ with her beauty. But ™ her friends and all that saw her 
34 wept. And the two elders stood up in the midst of the people, and laid their *8 
35 hands upon her head. But she weeping looked up towards heaven ; for her heart 
36 trusted in the Lord. And the elders said: As we walked in the park * alone, this 
woman came in with two maids. and shut the park *° doors, and sent the maids away. 
37, 88 And” a young man who was * hid, came unto her, and lay with her. But we 
39 who were in the corner of the park, seeing the sin,” ran unto them. And though 
we saw them having intercourse together, him * we could not master ; CE oae he 
40 was stronger than we, and opened the door, and leaped out; but having taken this 
woman,® we asked who the young man was, and she would not tellus. ‘These 
41 things do we testify. And* the assembly believed them, as elders of the people 
42 and judges ; and ® they condemned her to death. But ** Susanna cried out with a loud 
voice, and said, O everlasting God, that knowest the secrets, and knowest all things 
43 before they come to be,®” thou knowest that they have borne false witness against 
me; and behold, I die without having done one of the things which these men ee 
44, 45 have maliciously charged *° against me. And the Lord heard her voice. And 
as she was being led away to be put to death, God “ raised up the holy spirit of a 
46 young lad,’ whose name was Daniel. And he cried * with a loud voice, 1 am in- 
47 nocent of “ the blood of this woman. And * all the people turned ** towards him, 
48 and said, What mean these words that thou hast spoken? And he standing in 
the midst of them, said, Are the sons of Israel such fools? Without examination 
49 or knowledge of the truth have ye*® condemned a daughter of Israel? Return 
again to the place of judgment; for these men“ have borne false witness against 
50 her. And all the people turned again in haste. And the elders said unto him, 
Come, sit down among us, and inform us, seeing God hath given thee the honor 
51 of an elder.*? And Daniel said ** unto them, Separate these men far from one 
52 another,** and I will examine them. And when they had been ** put asunder one 
from the other,®” he called one of them, and said unto him, O thon that hast grown °° 
old in wickedness,” now thy sins which thou hast committed formerly have © come 
53 to light ; for thou hast pronounced unjust * judgment, and while thou” hast con- 


Vers. 24-27. —1 A. V.: omits also. 2 Then ran the one. 3 garden door. £ So. 5 garden. 6 at a privy. 
7 was done. 8 had declared their matter. 9 of. 

Vers. 28-383. — 10 A. V.: were assembled. 31 also full of mischievous imagination. 12 the daughter. 13 so they. 
14 80. 19 omits and. 16 Now. 17 (7. e., in the sense of soft, fair.) 18 beauteous to behold (106. has idety for 
eldet). 19 these wicked men. 2 uncover her face (for she was covered)... . be filled. 21 Therefore. 

Vers. 84-388. —22 A. V.: Then. 28 (adrov is added by XIT. 34. 386. 48. 51. 88.) ™ And. 25 garden. 26 gar- 
den. 27 Then, 28 there was. 29 Then we that stood ina... . garden, seeing this wickedness. 

Vers. 39-41. — 30 A. V.: And when... . them together, 81 the man. 82 hold. 83 this woman (no more 
reason for italics than in yer. 39, ‘‘ the man,’? éxeivov). %4 but she .... Then. 35 those that were the elders 
and judges of the people: so. 

Vers. 42-46, —85 A. V.: Then (as 34.; 148. omits xa‘). 87 they be. 38 I must. 89 whereas I never did such 
things as these men. 40 invented (the Greek word means to deal knavishly, but must be rendered with some latitude 
here. Cf. ver. 62, maliciously intended). 41 Therefore when she was led... . the Lord (Fritzsche adopts 6 @eds from 


III. XII. 28. al.) 42 of a young youth (cf. Com., ver. 42). 8 who cried. 44 am clear (IIE. XII. 28. al. Co. Ald. 
read cafapos instead of 400s) from. 

Vers. 47-51. —45 A. V.: Then. 46 turned them. 47 So. 48 Are ye such fools, ye sons of Israel, that....ye 
have (so Luther). 49 they. 50 Wherefore. 51 shew it. 52 (rd mpeoBetoy ; III. 35. 36., and many others, rpeo- 
Burépvov, but it is probably a mistake of a copyist.) 58 Then said Daniel. 54 Put these two aside one far from 
another. 

Vers. 62-58.—95 A.V.: So. were. 57 fromanother. 58 thou thatart waxen. 59 (Lit., with evil, or wicked 
days.) °° aforetime are come (jkaow. Cf. the LXX. at Deut. xxxii. 17; also Mark viii. 8, where, however, the form 
is disputed. See Winer, p. 87). 61 false (adlkous). 62 omits while thou (pév). 
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demned the innocent, thou+ hast let the guilty go free; albeit the Lord? saith, 

54 The innocent and righteous shalt thou not slay. Now then, if thou hast seen her, tell 

me, Under what tree sawest thou them companying together? And he ? answered, 

55 Under a mastic tree. And Daniel said, Well hast thou‘ lied against thine own 

head ; for even now an angel from® God hath received the sentence of God and 

56 shall cut® thee in two. And" he put him aside, and commanded to bring up® the 

other, and said unto him, O seed of Chanaan,® and not of Juda, beauty hath de- - 

57 ceived thee, and lust hath perverted thine heart. Thus have ye dealt with daugh- 

ters of Israel, and they out of ! fear companied with you; but a daughter? of 

58 Juda did not abide your sin.'* Now therefore tell me, Under what tree didst thou 

09 take them companying together? And he?! answered, Under a holm tree. But 

Daniel said’* unto him, Well hast thou also ™ lied against thine own head ; for the ® 

angel of God waiteth sword in hand” to cut thee in two, that he may destroy you. 

60 And” all the assembly cried out with a loud voice, and praised God, who saveth 

61 them that hope * in him. And they arose against the two elders, since “2 Daniel 

62 had convicted them of false witness out of * their own mouth, and according to the 

law of Moses they did unto them in such sort as they maliciously intended »° to do 

to their neighbor ;** and they put them to death. And so” innocent blood: was 

63 saved on that** day. And” Chelcias and his wife praised God on account of ® 

their daughter Susanna, together ** with Joacim her husband, and all * the kindred, 

64 because there was no unseemly thing ® found in her. And* from that day forth. 
became Daniel great *® in the sight of the people. 

Vers. 53-55.—1 A. V.: and. 2 the Lord (so IT. III. XII. 26. al. Co. Ald., and I retain cupiov, although rejectedi 


by Fritzsche). 3 Who. 4 Very well (cf. ver. 59) thou hast. 5 the (the article is omitted here — except in XII. 
34. 89. 90. — but introduced afterwards. Cf.Com. at ver. 42) angel of. § to cut (XII. 35. 280. al., cxioas). 


Vers. 56-60.—7A. V.: So. 8 omits up. 9 thow seed of Canaan. 10 the (so a few cursives), daughters. 
11 for. 12 the (as 26. 35. 235.) daughter. 33 would. i4 wickedness. 15 Who. 16 Then said D. Ww Well; 
thou hast also. 18 (Cf. ver. 55.) 19 with the sword (lit., having the sword). 20 With that (84., rove), 


21 (Fritzsche adopts rév Oedv from II]. XII. 26. multisque 1. Co. Ald.) 22 trust. 

Vers. 61-64.—* A. V.: for. 24 by. 25 (See ver. 43.) 26 (Cf. Com. at ver. 61.) 27 Thus the. 28 the same. 
29 Therefore. 30 for. 81 omits together. 82 (Fritzsche adopts wavrwv from IIT. XII. 26. al. Vulg. Syr. P. Ar. 
Tt is also found in IL; ¢ezt. rec., avrav.) 33 dishonesty (aoxnwov mpayua). 34 omits And. 38> was D. had in 
great reputation 


BEL AND THE DRAGON (according to the LXX.). 


1 THERE was a certain priest whose name was Daniel, son of Abal, who was on 
2 familiar terms with the king of Babylon. And there was an idol, Bel, whom the 
Babylonians worshipped, and expended on him daily twelve artabas of fine flour, 

3 and forty sheep, and six measures of wine. And the king worshipped him, and the 
king went daily and did homage to him; but Daniel prayed unto the Lord. And 

4 the king said to Daniel, Wherefore dost not thou do homage to Bel. And Daniel 
said to the king, I worship none except the Lord God, who created the heaven, 

5 and the earth, and hath sovereignty over all flesh. And the king said to him, Is 
this then not a god? Dost thou not observe how much is daily expended on him? 

6 And Daniel said to him, By no means let any one deceive you; for this thing is of 
clay within and of brass without; and I swear to thee, by the Lord, the God of 

7 gods, that he hath never eaten anything. And the king was wroth and called for 
those that had charge of the temple and said to them, Shew me him that eateth what 

is prepared for Bel; and, if you do not, you shall die, or Daniel, who giveth out 

8 that it is not eaten by him. But they answered, It is Bel himself who eateth it. 
And Daniel said to the king, Let it be so: if 1 shall not show that it is not Bel 

9 who eateth these things I will be put to death and all who are with me. And there 
10 were seventy priests of Bel besides wives and children. And they brought the king 
to the temple of the idol and the food was set before him in the presence of the 
king and of Daniel ; and the wine was mixed, and carried in, and placed before Bel. 

11 And Daniel said, Thou thyself dost observe that these things are in their places, O 
12 king! Do thou now seal the bolts of the temple as soon as it hath been shut. And 
13 what he said pleased the king. And Daniel ordered those who were with him that 
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putting forth all from the temple they should besprinkle the whole temple with ashes, 
none of those outside the same being aware of it. And he then put a seal on the 
temple, and ordered that it should be sealed with the signet of the king and the sig- 
14 nets of certain priests of high rank. And it was so done. And it came to pass on the 
morrow, that they came to the place; but the priests of Bel having gone in through 
15 false doors had consumed all that had been placed before Bel, also the wine. And 
Daniel said, Ye priests, look at your seals whether they remain ; and thou too, O 
king, mark well whether’ anything hath happened which is not agreeable to thee. 
16, 17 And they found the seal as it was; and they loosened the seal. And on open- 
ing the doors they discovered that all which had been set out was consumed and the 
tables were empty. And the king rejoiced, and said to Daniel, Great is Bel and 
18 there is no deception with bim. And Daniel laughed heartily, and said to the king, 
19 Here! Behold the deception of the priests. And Daniel said, O king whose foot- 
steps are these? And the king answered, Those of men, and women, and children. 
21 And he went to the house in which the priests abode, and found the food of Bel and 
the wine; and Daniel showed to the king the false doors through which the priests 
22 went in and consumed that which was set before Bel. And the king drove them 
out of the temple of Bel, and delivered them up to Daniel; and the provision which 
he had given to him he gave to Daniel; but Bel he destroyed. 
23 And there was a dragon in the same place, and the Babylonians worshipped it. 
24 And the king said to Daniel, Thou wilt not say that this also is of brass? Lo, he 
25 liveth, and eateth and drinketh; do homage to him. And Daniel said, O king, 
give me the power, and I will destroy the dragon without sword or staff. And the 
26 king gave way to him, and said to him, It is granted thee. And Daniel taking 
thirty pounds of pitch, and fat, and hair, boiled them together and made cakes, and 
put them in the mouth of the dragon, and on eating them it burst asunder. And he 
27 showed it to the king saying, Do ye worship these things, O king? And from the 
region round about all were gathered together against Daniel, and said, The king 
28 hath become a Jew: he hath destroyed Bel and hath slain the dragon. And the 
king seeing that the populace of the region were gathered against him, called his 
29 courtiers, and said, I give up Daniel to destruction. And there was a den in 
which seven lions were kept, to which were given up those who conspired against 
the king; and there were furnished them every day two bodies of those condemned 
30 to death. -And the populace threw Daniel into that den in order that he might be 
31, 82 devoured, and find no burial. And Daniel was in the den six days. And it 
came to,pass on the sixth day, that Ambacum had bread crumbed in a bowl 
with pottage, and a bottle of mixed wine, and was going into the field to the reap- 
‘83 ers. And an angel of the Lord spoke to Ambacum and said, The Lord God com- 
mandeth thee thus, The bread which thou hast, carry to Danielin the den of lions 
:34 at Babylon. And Ambacum said, O Lord God, I have not seen Babylon and I do 
85 not know where the den is. And the angel of the Lord laid hold of him, even of 
36 Ambacum, by the hair of his head and placed him over the den at Babylon. And 
Ambacum said to Daniel, Rise up and eat the meal which the Lord God hath sent 
87 thee. And Daniel said, The Lord God who doth not forsake them that love him 
38 hath, indeed, remembered me. And Daniel ate; but the angel of the Lord, on the 
same day, set Ambacum down in the place from whence he had taken him; and - 
39 the Lord God remembered Daniel. And after this the king went forth bewailing 
40 Daniel ; and stooping down he looked into the den and saw him sitting there. And 
the king cried out and said, Great is the Lord God and there is no other beside him. 
41 And the king brought Daniel out of the den and those who were the cause of 
his cee he cast into the den in the presence of Daniel, and they were de- 
voured. ¢ 


BreL AND THE Dracon (in the LXX., chap. xiv. of Dan.). 


Ver. 1. The chronological introduction in Theo- | probable, sigued the covenant. drawn up by Nehe- 
dotion’s version is worthy of attention. There! miah (Neh. x. 6). He seems to be the one here 
was a descendant of Ithamar by the name of| meant, and to be confounded with the prophet 
Daniel, — a priest who returned with Ezra to Daniel. Nothing, at least, is said in the canoni- 
Judea (Ez. viii. 2). The same person also, as is’ cal books of the family of the latter. — The 
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guuBiwrhs was literally, one who lived together 
with ; then, a companion, partner. At verse 28, it 
obviously refers to the courtiers. 

Ver, 2. And there was an idol, Bel. Bel, 
or Bil, was a god both of the Babylonians and 
the Assyrians, The same word was employed 
by the Canaanitish and Pheenician nations in a 


lengthened form, Baal (9Y3) ; but there is a differ- 


ence of opinion among scholars whether the same 
divinity was really meant. Rawlinson thinks 
that the verbal resemblance is merely accidental, 
and that the divinities themselves had nothing in 
common. See Ancient Mon., ii. 14. It was un- 
doubtedly true, as is represented in our work, 
that the Babylonians worshipped their divinities 
through images. In other respects, too, the wri- 
ter shows a familiar acquaintance with what was 
the probable state of things in Babylon when the 
event narrated is supposed to have occurred. —’Ap- 
Téa, artaba. This was a Persian measure, and 
equal to about two Greek chenices, or two English 
quarts. See Herod., i. 192.— Merpyris. It was 
equal to the Attic amphora, the Hebrew bath, and 
to abont eight and seven eighths English gallons. 
See Robinson’s Lez., s. v. 

Ver. 6. This thing is of clay within and of 
brass without. The idols of the Babylonians 
were of various materials: wood, stone, and also 
of metal, either solid or plated. Bronze ham- 
mered work, laid over a clay model, has been 
actually found amoung the ruins of Assyria. See 
Ancient Mon., iii. 28, note. —’Ouviw 3¢ cor Kdpiov. 
The person or thing by which one swears is put 
in various constructions: in the accusative with- 
out a preposition, as here (cf. Jas. v.12); in the 
genitive with «ard (Heb. vi. 13); and through a 
Hebraism with éy in the dative. Cf. Kriiger, 
xlvi. 6, 4. 

Ver. 7. ‘O ddcxwy. This word often carries 
with it the collateral idea that what is not true is 
said, 

Ver. 8. All who are with me. See History of 
Susan., verse 33. 

Ver. 10. And the wine was mixed. Fritzsche 
understands that the representation is that water 
was mixed with the wine, which, he says, was a 
Greek and Roman custom, but not an Oriental 
one, nor that of the Jews in the earlier times. 
But it would seem that spices were also used for 
the purpose of increasing the strength of wine, 


especially on the occasions of high festivals. (Cf. 
Prov. ix. 5; Is. v.22.) A cup of mixed wine 
was also the symbol of severe punishment. Cf. 


Ps. Ixxv. 8; 2 Macc. xv. 39; Rev. xviii. 6. 

Ver. 12. Much importance was attached to 
seals in the East. There was a great variety of 
forms used. Often they were engraved stones 
pierced through, and suspended from the neck or 
wrist or worn on the finger. The Assyrians and 
Babylonians used also cylinders, which were set 
in a frame and rolled‘over the document. Some 
of these ancient seals, dating from B. c. 2000 or 
3000, are still extant. See Ancient Mon., i. 93 f., 
170, 264, ii. 566; and Roskoff in Schenkel’s Bid. 
Lex., under “ Siegel.” 

Ver. 13. Signets of certain priests. Cf. 
Dan. vi. 17, where the den of lions is represented 
as sealed, not only by the king, but also by his 
nobles. 

Ver. 14. The verb rarecOiw admits of the gen- 
eral sense consume, and hence may refer to the 
wine as well as the food. See Ecclus. xliii. 21. 

Ver. 15. Which is not agreeable to thee, 
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i.e., probably not with reference to the seal, but 
what had taken place in the temple. 

Ver. 17. Tap’ adrg. Cf. Rom. ii. 11, and the 
LXX. at Job xii. 13, where this preposition is 
also used to indicate what belongs to the charac- 
ter. At John i. 48, év is employed. 

Ver, 21. It is by no means incredible that 
such a trick could have been played on some 
king of Babylon by the priests. They were a 
superior class in learning, position, and influence, 
and much feared by the people, and it is not 
likely that they would have had any conscien- 
tious scruples touching the matter. See Ancient 
Mon., iii. 12-14. 

Ver. 23. That a serpent or any monster of this 
sort was an object of worship in Babylon at this 
time, or that the Babylonians, Chaldeans, or 
Persians were ever accustomed to this form of 
idolatry, finds no support in the history of these 
nations. The serpent was, it is true, sometimes 
employed as a symbol, and among the Chaldeans 
was emblematic especially of the god Hea or Hoa, 
that occupied by them the position of Neptune in 
the classic mythology. It has also been supposed 
by some to have been identified with the con- 
stellation Draco. These facts may have given 
rise to the present representation. See, on the 
general subject, Ancient Mon., i. 122 f.; Winer, 
Realwérterb., art. “Drache zu Babel ;’? Merx in 
Schenkel’s Bib. Lex, under “Drache” and 
“Baal,” and in the Zeitschrift der Deutschen 
Morgenliind. Gesellschaft, xix. 1. 

Ver. 26. The Greek mina was a little less than 
the English pound avyoirdupois. This must have 
been a monster, indeed, to have eaten such food 
and in such quantities !— Od ratra o€Becbe. The 
plural is used for the purpose of generalizing the 
idea. See Winer, p. 174. 

Ver. 27, "Em! roy Aavnd. This preposition is 
sometimes used to convey the idea of hostility. 
Cf. Matt. xii. 26; Mark iii. 26. 

Ver. 29. Rawlinson (Ancient Mon., i. 39), 
speaking of the lions of Mesopotamia, says: 
“Taller and larger than a St. Bernard dog, he 
wanders over the plains their undisputed lord, 
unless when a European ventures to question his 
pre€minence. The Arabs tremble at his ap- 
proach, and willingly surrender to him the choicest 
of their flocks and herds. Unless urged by hun- 
ger, he seldom attacks man, but contents him- 
self with the destruction of buffaloes, camels, 
dogs, and sheep.” 

Ver. 30. The importance attached to the mat- 
ter of burial in the East is well known. The 
Scribes in their scrupulosity would not even suf- 
fer an ass whose neck had been broken, or the 
first-born of cattle, to remain unburied. See 2 
Mace. ix. 15, xiii. 7; and articles in Smith’s Bib. 
Dict. and Schenkel’s Bib. Lex., respectively, un- 
der the words “ Burial” and “ Begrabniss.” 

Ver. 33. ’AuBarovu. This is one of the forms 


in which the Hebrew word 22M was rendered 
by the old Greek translators and Fathers. Little 
is known with certainty of the facts of the 
prophet Habakkuk’s life. Even concerning the 
period of his prophetic activity there is the great- 
est diversity of opinion. But, as is generally 
supposed, it was during the life of Joiakim, 7. e., 
within the last ten years of the seventh century 
before Christ. 

Ver. 35. For a similar representation, where 
a prophet is borne through the air in a somewhat 
similar manner, compare Ezek. viii. 3. The pres- 
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ent account was in this particular probably sug- 
gested by that in Ezekiel. Fritzsche calls atten- 
tion to the fact that ériAaBduevos has here a 
double genitive, —a case which very seldom oc- 
curs. 

Ver. 37. "EuvnoOn ydp mov. For the use of 
yap in rejoinders where a corroboration of what 
precedes is intended, see Winer, p. 446. 

In connection with the Chaldaic text of the 
Book of Tobit, and other matter, Dr. Neubauer 
gives (pp. xci., xcii.) extracts from the Midrash 
Rabbah de Rabbah, that contain a different ver- 
sion of the present story. It is as follows: ‘‘ For 
Nebuchadnezzar had a dragon, which used to 
swallow up everything which they cast before it. 
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power! for it swallows up everything which they 
cast before it.’ Daniel said to him, ‘ Give me per- 
mission, and I will weaken it.’ So he gave him 
permission. What did he do? He took straw, 
and hid nails in the midst thereof; then he 
cast it before it, and the nails pierced its intes- 
tines. This is what the Scripture says: ‘And I 
will bring forth out of his mouth that which he 
hath swallowed up’ (Jer. li. 44).” See also 
Records of the Past (vol. ix., p. 137), where the 
translation of an inscription is given, in which a 
contest between Bel and the Dragon is described. 
Among the weapons used by Bel was a flaming 
sword which turned every way, like the sword of 
the cherubim in Genesis. 





Nebuchadnezzar said to Daniel, ‘ How great is its 


BEL AND THE DRAGON. 


Anp the! king Astyages was gathered to his fathers, and Cyrus the Persian? 
received his kingdom. And Daniel was on familiar terms ® with the king, and was 
honored above all his friends. And‘ the Babylonians had an idol, called Bel, and 
there were spent upon him every day twelve artabas ° of fine flour, and forty sheep, 
4 and six vessels® of wine. And the king worshipped him,’ and went daily to do 

homage to him; * but Daniel did homage to his God.? And the king said unto him, 
5 Why dost not thou do homage to Bel? And he said, Because I do not worship ™ 
idols made with hands, but the living God, who created ¥ the heaven and the earth, 
and hath sovereignty over all flesh. And the king said unto him, Doth it not appear 
to thee ® that Bel is a living god? Seest thou not how much he eateth and drink- 
eth every day? And Daniel answered laughing, O king, be not deceived; for 
this thing is of ® clay within, and brass without, and hath never eaten.1® And 
the king was wroth, and called for his priests, and said unto them, If ye tell® me 
9 not who it is that consumeth this provision,” ye shall die. But if ye can show” 
that Bel consumeth it,?1 Daniel shall die; because he spoke * blasphemy against 
Bel. And Daniel said unto the king, Let it be according to thy word. And the 
priests of Bel were threescore and ten, beside the’r wives and children. And the 
king went with Daniel into the temple of Bel. And * Bel’s priests said, Lo, we 
go away outside ;* but thou, O king, set out the food,” and mix and place” the 
wine, and shut up*™ the door, and seal it with thy™ signet; and on coming to- 
morrow,” if thou findest not that Bel hath eaten ® all, we will suffer death; other- 
wise,” Daniel, that speaketh falsely against us. But®™ they little regarded ¢¢; for 
under the table they had made a privy entrance, and through it * they entered in 
continually, and made way with® those things. And it came to pass when these 
men went forth, the king set food * before Bel. And Daniel ®* commanded his 
servants and they brought ® ashes, and threw down over the whole temple “ in the 
presence of the king alone ; and they went out, and shut the door, and sealed it #2 
with the king’s signet, and departed. But during the night the priests came # 
with their wives and their ® children, as they had been wont,** and did eat and drink 
16 up all. And in the morning the king arose early, and Daniel with him. And 

Vers. 14.—1 A.V. omits the (as 62.). 2 of Persia. 5 conversed (marg., lived with the king). 
106. omits ac). 5 great measures (cf. Com.). 6 (Cf. Com.) 7 worshipped (éc¢Sero. 
verse mpookuveiv is so rendered) it (ef. ver. 3). 8 adore it. ® worshipped his own God. 

Ver. 5-7.—10 A. V.: worship. 11 Who answered and... .may not worship. 12 hath created. 
the king unto him, Thinkest thon not. 14 Then Daniel smiled (cf. ver. 19) and said. 
never eat or drink any thing (for ovdérore, III. XII. 86. al. read ob rémwxev mémore). 

Vers. 8-10. —17 A. V.: So (teat. ree., 5¢; TL. IIL. XII. 28. 148. al. Co., xa). 48 (etmoure ; TL. IIT. XII. 23. al. Co., 


elm7rte.) 19 this is that devoureth these expences (i. e., what is expended, Samdvyyv). 20 can certify me (Secnre ; 
III. XII. 34., amosecé.). 21 deyoureth them, then. 2 for he hath spoken. 23 Now. ’ 


oo hb 


oS 


con 


10 
11 
12 
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14 


15 


* Now (34., dé; 
In the latter part of the 


18 Then said 
1 this is but. 16 did 


Vers. 11-14. — 24 A. V.: So. 25 go out. 26 on (lit., before ; cf. ver. 14) the meat, 27 make ready (kepdoas és. 
Cf. Com.). °8 shut.... fast. 29 it with thine own. 80 to-morrow when thou comest i. 51 eaten up. 
82 or else, ®3 And. 84 whereby. 8> consumed (lit., spent, lavished). 86 So when they were gone. 37 meats. 


88 Now Daniel had. 89 to bring. 4° those they strewed throughout (karécevoay ; 84. 49. al., karéotpwoor ; 148. 
karénacav) all the temple. 41 then went they. 42 4t, 43 so departed. 3 


Vers. 15-19. — 44 A. V.: Now in... . came the priests. 45 omits their, 48 were wont to do. 47 In the morning 
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17 the king? said, Daniel, are the seals whole? And he said, O king, they are? 

18 whole. And it came to pass * as soon as he had opened the doors,* the king looked 
upon the table, and cried with a loud voice, Great art thou, O Bel, and with thee 

19 is no deceit at all. And Daniel laughed,® and held the king that he should not 
go inside,’ and said, Behold now the pavement, and mark * whose footsteps these 

20 are?® And the king said, I see the footsteps of men, and women, and children. 

21 And the king being angry, then seized ™ the priests with their wives and their ? 
children ; and they * showed him the privy doors, through which they went ™ in, 

22 and consumed what was upon the table. And*® the king slew them, and de- 
livered Bel into Daniel’s power; and he ™ destroyed him and his temple. 


23 <And* there was a great dragon. And” they of Babylon worshipped it.” And 
24 the king said unto Daniel, Wilt thou say that this also is of brass? Lo, he liveth, 
and he eateth,4 and drinketh; thou canst not say that he is no living god; and so” 
25 worship him. And Daniel said,¥ I will worship the Lord my God; for he isa™ 
26 living God. But do thou* give me the power,” O king, and I will™ slay this 
27 dragon without sword or staff. And the king said, I give it to thee.* And” Daniel 
took pitch, and fat, and hair, and boiled them ® together, and made cakes ; and he 
put them into*® the dragon’s mouth, and on eating them ” the dragon burst asunder. 
28 And he* said, Behold what you worship. And it came to pass when they of 
Babylon heard of it,> they were very angry,” and conspired against the king, and 
said,** The king hath ® become a Jew : he * hath destroyed Bel; and* he hath slain 
29 the dragon, and put the priests to death. And* they came to the king, and said, 
30 Deliver over to # us Daniel, or else we will destroy thee and thine house. And * 
the king saw that they pressed him sore, and“ being constrained,** he delivered 
31 over * Daniel unto them. And they * cast him into the lions’ den; and he was 
32 there“ six days. And in the den there were seven lions, and they gave them every 
day two human bodies,* and two sheep; but then they * were not given to them, 
33 to the intent they might devour Daniel. And there was in Judea the prophet 
Ambacum; and he * had made pottage, and had broken bread in a bowl, and was 
34 going into the field, to carry it® to the reapers. And an” angel of the Lord said 
unto Ambacum, Carry * the meal * that thou hast unto® Babylon unto Daniel, 
35 who is in the lions’ den. And Ambacum” said, Lord, I have not seen “ Babylon ; 
36 neither do I know the lions’ den.” And ® the angel of the Lord laid hold of him 
by his * crown, and lifting him up © by the hair of his head, with the swiftness of 
37 his breath® set him in Babylon over the den. And Ambacum ™ cried, saying, O 
38 Daniel, Daniel, take the meal ® which God hath sent thee. And Daniel said, Thou 
hast remembered me, O God; and hast not forsaken them that love™ thee. 
39 And™ Daniel arose, and did eat; but the angel of God set Ambacum 2 Sine higee 
40 place again immediately. And™ upon the seventh day the king went to bewail 
Daniel ; and when he came to the den, he looked in, and behold, there sat Daniel,” 


betime. . . . arose. 1 (Fritzsche receives 6 BaotAevs from IIT. XII. 26., multisque 1., Co. Ald.) 2VeaQO.... be. 
8 omits it came to pass. 4 door. 5 (Lit., not deceit, not even one.) 6 Then laughed D. 7 in. 8 mark 
well, 9 are these. 

Vers 20-22. — 1° A. V.: omits and. 11 And then... . was angry, and took. 12 omits their. 13 who. 
14 where they came. 145 such things as were. 16 Therefore. 17 who. 

Vers. 23-25. —18 A. V.: And in that same place (so III. 49. 87. al. Co. Ald.). 19 which. 20 omits it. 21 also 
say that this is... . liveth, he eateth. 22 Therefore (ka). 23 Then said D. unto the king. 24 the. 

Vers. 26-28.— 25 A. V.: omits do thou. 26 leave (efovciav). 7 shall. 28 give thee leave. Then (34., rére). 
30 did seethe them. 81 Jumps thereof; this he put in. 82 and so (in 28. 24., and many cursives, daywy is omitted). 
33 jn sunder. %4 Daniel 35 Lo, these are the gods you worship. 86 When they .... heard that. 87 took great 
indignation. 38 saying. 89 js, 40 and he. 41 omits and. 

Vers. 29-33. —42 A. V.: So. 43 omits over to. 44 Now when. 45 omits and. 46 (Fritzsche omits 6 BactAevs, 
as wanting in III. XII. 26. al.; it is also wanting in II.) 47 omits over. 4 who. 49 where he was. 50 had 
given. 51 carcases (marg., two slaves. The Greek is odpara). 52 which then. 53 Now. 54 Jewrya.... 
called Habacuc, who. © for to bring it. 

Vers. 34-38. —5 A. V.: But the (Fritzsche strikes out the art. as wanting in III. XII. 28. al.; it is not found in IT.) 
57 Habacuc, Go, carry. 58 dinner (dpuoTorv). 5° into. 60 Habacuc. 61 never saw (34. adds mwzore), 
62 where the den is (so III. 23. al. Co. Ald.). 63 Then. 64 took him by the. 65 bare him. 6 and through 
the vehemency of his spirit (so Vulg. I render with Fritzsche, and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk). 67 Habacuc. 68 dinner. 
69 neither hast thou. 70 seek thee and love. 


Vers. 39,40.—7 A.V.: So. and... . of the Lord set Habacuc. 7 his own. 74 omits And. 7 Daniel 
was sitting. 
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41 And he cried! with a loud voice, saying, Great art thou, O Lord God of Daniel, 

42 and there is none other besides thee. And he drew him up,’ and cast those that 
were the cause of his destruction into the den; and they were devoured immedi- 
ately,® before his face. 


Vers. 41, 42.—1 A. V.: Then cried the king (XII. 28. 26. al. Co. Ald. supply 6 BactAcvs). 2 out. 3 in a mo- 
ment (cf. ver. 89). 


THE PRAYER OF MANASSES. 


INTRODUCTION. 


THE composition entitled the, Prayer of Manasses, placed by Luther and the translators of 
the English Bible among the Apocryphal books of the Old Testament, has been relegated by 
the*Roman Catholic church since the Council of Trent, along with 1 and 2 Esdras to the am- 
biguous position of an appendix to the ordinary editions of the Vulgate. It is not found in 
all the older editions of the LXX., but without doubt had a place in the earlier manuscripts 
of the same. This is shown from the fact that it was translated from Greek into Latin before 
the time of Jerome, and was held in considerable estimation by the Greek fathers. Too much 
importance is not to be ascribed to the circumstance that it cannot be certainly proved that 
the work was quoted, or alluded to, by any writer before the time of the Apostolic Constitu- 
tions, since this might easily have arisen from its brevity and obscure position, being usually 
found after the Psalms among the hymns. This is its position in the Alexandrine Codex. 
It has been published at various times: in Robt. Stephen’s Lat. Bible, 1557, 1577, from the 
MS. Victorianus ; in the English Polyglot, with readings from Codex A., 1657, 1698 ; by 
Fabricius, Liber Tobie, Judith, Oratio Manas., etc., 1691 ; in the edition of the LXX. by 
Grabe and Breitinger, with readings of Codex A, ete., 1730; by Reineccius, 1730, 1757; by 
Michaelis in the Biblia Sacra, 1741 ; by Sabatier, the old Latin text being edited from three 
MSS., and published after his death by his brethren of the Benedictine Order, 1743, 1751; 
by Apel, 1837; and by Fritzsche, 1871. The MSS. have not been studied to any great ex- 
tent. The ordinary text, however, is unusually trustworthy, especially when supported by 
the tolerably well-preserved Latin translation. The latter is not as old as the so-called Old 
Latin, but dates farther back, as it would appear, than the version of Jeronie. In form the 
composition seems to have been modeled after the penitential Psalms. It has considerable 
unity of thougnt, and the style is generally simple. Its few peculiarities are pointed out in 
the commentary below. 

Bertholdt displays a somewhat hypercritical spirit in charging that the language of the 
prayer does not correspond with the condition of Manasses in Babylon. He says, for instance, 
that Manasses may have been loaded with chains, as declared in 2 Chron. xxxiii. 11, on his 
way to Babylon, but that this could have only been during the journey. But in.a recently 
deciphered inscription, entitled “ Annals of Assurbanipal,”’ it is said of this king, the son and 
successor of Esarhaddon, that bis forces took certain kings ‘‘ and in bonds of iron and fetters 
of iron bound their hands and feet.’’ Cf. Records of the Past, i., p. 63, and Schrader, Die Kei- 
linschrift., p. 242 £. This critic, moreover, assumes that in verse 12 the captive king prays 
to God that his life may be preserved while, as he says, it was in no danger at all. As a mat- 
ter of fact it does not appear that Manasses did pray for the preservation of his life, although 
it may have been in great danger, but simply for the forgiveness of his sins and that he might 
not perish in them. A more weighty objection to the work, as it seems to us, might be found 
in its moral teaching, notwithstanding a recent writer’s commendation of its *‘ bold and frank 
theology,’’ which, he says, also won the notice of Bishop Butler.t In verse 8, for instance, 
the writer declares that repentance was not appointed for the just like Abraham, Isaac, and 


1 Stanley, ii. 546, Cf Butler’s Anal., pt. IL., chap. v. 
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Jacob, who had not sinned. Tt may, indeed, be said, as by Fritzsche (Com., ad. loc.), that 
this statement is to be taken only in a relative sense. Still, the expression will strike most 
persons as being quite too definite and strong to have had this meaning in the mind of the 
writer. But, on the other hand, it seems to us to be going somewhat beyond the record to 
impute to him sentiments which the writer above referred to thinks that he finds in the work. 
He says : “However we reconcile these traditions with the older narrative, they are valuable 
as containing the practical expression of the doctrine already prominent, though remarkable 
from its contrast with the general ‘ hardness’ of the Old Dispensation, — that the Divine 
mercy far exceeds the Divine vengeance ; and that even from the darkest reprobation, the 
free-will of man, and the grace of God may achieve a deliverance. If Manasseh could be re- 
stored, there was no one against whom the door of repentance and restitution was finally 
closed.’’ } 

Undoubtedly the work is to be regarded as having some sort of connection with the account 
of Manasses given in 2 Chron. xxxiii. 1-20. In the 13th verse, it is said that he prayed unto 
the Lord, who heard his supplication and brought him again to Jerusalem. And, again, in 
verse 19: ‘“ His prayer also, and how God was entreated of him, and all his sins and his trespass, 
and the places wherein he built high places, and set up groves and graven images before he 
was humbled : behold, they are written among the sayings of the seers [or Hosai].’? What, 
then, is the relation of the present Greek work to the original: Prayer of Manasses, which, on 
the supposition that the narrative in 2 Chron. is genuine, must, at some time, have existed. 

Fiirst ? maintains that it is a true translation of the Hebrew original, and points to the 
character of its Hebraistic Greek as proof. And Ewald ® says that it is possible to suppose 
that our work has been preserved from the ‘‘ sayings of Hosai’’ referred to in 2 Chron. 
xxxiii. 19. This, however, is not the opinion of the great majority of critics, who see in it 
only a late production of a Hellenistic Jew, who after the manner of the Additions to Esther 
and Daniel, took occasion, from allusions to a work not existing in his time, to compose one in 
its place. Hebraisms there certainly are, as pointed out by Fiirst, but no more than might 
be expected if it were the composition of an Israelite speaking Greek. There are no traces 
whatever of its being a translation. Bertholdt finds evidence of its late origin in the great 
sanctity which the writer attaches to the three principal patriarchs of the nation, as well as 
the peculiar terminology employed, God, for instance, being called the ‘* God of the just’ 
(6 beds T&v Bixalwv), also, the ‘* God of the repenting ’’(@eds rv weravootvtwy), which terms be- 
long peculiarly to the theology of the later Judaism. 

It is probable that there existed, at some time, a fuller and more or less legendary history 
of Manasses, and that the prayer before us is an excerpt preserved from it for devotional 
purposes. This theory finds not a little support in numerous fragments that were floating 
about in the earlier centuries of our era, and that might well have been the disjecta membra 
of such a work.4 Such a modification of the theory of a later ‘* Apocryphon ”’ on this history, 
suggested by Ewald, and favored by Bertheau, extracts from which are found in Suidas, Syn- 
cellus, Nic. de Lyra, and elsewhere, ought to make it generally acceptable® Fabricius ® im- 
puted the work to the author of the Apostolic Constitutions, where it is first referred to. But 
a comparison of the citations there found with the MSS. show an evident corruption of the 
text in the former. Bertholdt, also, places the date as late as the second or third century 
after Christ. But there seems to be no good reason for supposing that it did not originate at 
the time when this sort of composition so much flourished, namely, in the first or second cen- 
tury before the beginning of the Christian era. 

A matter of great importance, but for the full discussion of which this is not the place, 
is the question whether the record in 2 Chron. on which the present work seems to be 
based, is itself genuine. De Wette™ speaks of the conversion of Manasses as resting on a 
‘* pious supposition.” Noldeke® maintains that the entire narrative has no historical ground, 
inasmuch as the Book of Kings says nothing about it, and that it was fabricated for the pur- 
pose of accounting for the unacceptable fact that so wicked a king as Manasses did not suffer 
the fate of an Ahab but enjoyed a long reign, was permitted to complete important works of 
defense at Jerusalem, and at last to die in peace and be buried in honor. And Graf not 


1 Stanley, idem. 2 Geschichte d. Bib. Lit., ii. 899. 

8 Hist. of Is., iv. 217 f., note. 4 Of Fritzsche, Hinleit., p. 158. 

5 See Plumptre in Smith’s Bib. Dict., art. © Manas,” 6 Liber Tobia, Judith, ete., p. 208. 

7 Einleit.. p. 388. 8 Schenkel’s Bib. Lez., art.  Manas.,” cf. Winer, Realwirter)., art. * Manas,” 


9 Stud. u. Krit., 1859, pp. 467-494, and Gesch. Biicher d. Alien Test., p, 174. 
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only characterizes the account as unhistorical, but as being contradictory to that of 2 Kings, 
This position of Graf is, however, ably refuted by Gerlach, while Keil,? Hiivernick,? The- 
nius,* and others, have sufficiently shown not only that there is nothing in the narrative of 
Manasses’ captivity and repentance that contradicts contemporaneous Scripture history, but 
that it is in itself every way credible and trustworthy. Ewald,5 Bertheau,® Hitzig,’? and 
Graetz,§ also accept the main facts of the history, although agreeing in the opinion that the 
chronicler’s account (xxxiii. 15) of Manasses’ efforts to do away with idolatry is to be taken 
cum grano salis. 

Tt is admitted, even by Graf, that genuine, additional, historical matter on subjects common 
both to Kings and Chronicles, is sometimes found in the latter, which is not to be found in the 
former, And further, the theory of the existence of contradictions in the two histories rests on 
a false interpretation of the passage in 2 Chron. Itis not there said that Manasses put away 
idolatry from his whole kingdom. The contrary rather is asserted (verse 17). Nor is it said 
that he totally destroyed the altars and idols which had hitherto been used in Jerusalem, but 
only that he cast them out of the city. Consequently, there is no real discrepancy when it is 
declared in 2 Chron. xxxiii. 22, that Amon sacrificed unto all the carved images which Ma- 
nasses his father had made ; or in chap. xxxiv., that it was Josiah who first ground these images 
to powder and strewed their dust on the graves of those who sacrificed to them. It may even 
have been true, as Hitzig and Bertheau suggest, that during the latter part of the long reign 
of Manasses, he himself reintroduced idolatry, which was continued by his son Amon, and 
only effectually suppressed by Josiah. 

The following important collateral evidence for the truth of the chronicler’s narrative con- 
cerning Manasses may be given : (1.) He refers for his authority to the book ‘‘ of the sayings 
of the seers’ (Hosai), a work no longer extant. (2.) There is a possible reference to this 
history in 2 Kings xx. 18. (3.) The Assyrian monuments distinctly mention Manasses as 
among the tributaries of Esarhaddon, who was the son of Sennacherib. This synchronizes 
with the Scripture narrative as far as it goes. (4.) Again it is said to our surprise, at first 
(2 Chron. xxxiii. 11), that Manasses was carried away by the general of an Assyrian king, 
and was held as a captive at Babylon. Now, as a matter of fact, Esarhaddon was the only one of 
the Assyrian kings who had a palace and held his court in Babylon. It is certainly a weighty 
incidental support of the narrative in Chronicles that this statement occurs in it. Still 
further, it was probably in connection with the restoration of Manasses to his throne and was 
a part of a general plan looking to the pacification of his realm, that this same Assyrian mon- 
arch increased the foreign element in Palestine, by a considerable deportation of people 
‘¢thither from Babylon, and from Cuthah, and from Ava, and from Hamath,’’ who “ pos- 
sessed Samaria, and dwelt in the cities thereof ’’ (2 Kings xvii. 24), 


1 Stud. u. Krit., 1861, pp. 503-524. 2 Com. on the Chron., ad loc. 

3 Finleit. in d. A. T., ad loc. 4 Biicher der Kénige, 2te Aufi., 1873, ad loc. 
5 Hist. of Is., iv. 217 f. 6 Com., ad loc. 

7 Gesch. d. Volk. Is., pp. 230, 231. 8 Geschichte der Juden, ii, 2845 f. 


9 Schrader, Die Keilinschrift., pp. 10 ff., 24 ff., 227 ff. 
10 Of. Rawlinson, Hist. Ev., p. 106, and Ancient Mon., ii. 194 f. 
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1 O Lorp Almighty, the! God of our fathers, 

Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, 

And of their righteous seed ; 

Who hast made the 2 heaven and the ? earth, with all their adornment ; ® 

Who hast given bounds‘ to the sea by the word of thy commandment ; 

Who hast shut up ® the deep, and sealed it by thy terrible and glorious name ; 

Whom all things dread,° and tremble before’ thy power 5 

For the majesty of thy glory is unendurable ; ° 

_And thine angry threatening against sinners is irresistible ; : 

Thy 2 merciful promise is both immeasurable * and unsearchable ; 

For thou art the Lord Most High, compassionate,” longsuffering, and very 
merciful, 

Repenting over * the evils of men. 

Thou, O Lord, according to the abundance of thy ® goodness hast proclaimed 
repentance and remission ” to them that have sinned against thee; 

And in the abundance of thy #* mercies hast appointed repentance unto sinners, 
that they may be saved. 

8 Surely thou, O Lord,” the God of the just, hast not appointed repentance for * 

the just, i 

For 2 Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, who * have not sinned against thee ; 
But thou hast appointed repentance for me who am a ® sinner ; 

9 For I have sinned above the number of the sand of the sea. 
My transgressions, O Lord, are multiplied ; they are * multiplied, 
And I am not worthy to look at*® and see the height of heaven, 
Because of ” the multitude of mine iniquities. 

10 Iam” bowed down with many iron bonds,” 
So ® that I cannot lift up mine head, 
And there is no release for me, 
Because ® I have provoked thy wrath, and done what is evil ® before thee ; 
I did not thy will, and kept not ** thy commandments ; 
I set ® up abominations, and multiplied detestable things.®° 

11 And now® I bowthe knee of mine heart, craving the goodness that cometh from 

thee. 
12 Ihave sinned, O Lord, I have sinned, and I acknowledge my transgressions.™ 


Ore jo WW 


“IO 


Vers. 1-4. —1 A.V: omits the (so T.). 2 omits the. 83 the ornament thereof. 4 bound. 5 shut up (6 kAcioas ; 
T., kat KAioas). 6 men (mavra) fear (see Com.). 7 Lit., before the face of. : 

Vers. 5-7. —8 A. V.: cannot be borne. ® towards sinners 7s importable. 10 but thy. 11 unmeasurable (the 
more recent editions read 6& kai for re kat. See Comm.). 12 most high Lord, of great compassion. 13 omits and. 
14 and (Fritzsche strikes out cat, with T.) repentest of. 15 thy great. 16 promised. 17 forgiveness (adeouv) 
18 of thine infinite. ‘ 

Vers. 8,9. —19 A. V.: Thou therefore, O Lord, that art. 20 to. 21 as to. 22 which, 3 unto me that ama 
24 sands. 25 my transgressions are (Fritzsche strikes out the second at avouiac zou, with T.). \. 26 behold (anciecn 
= to gaze at intently). 27 for. 

Vers. 10-12, — 28 A. V.: Iam. 29 bands, 30 omits So. 81 (In III, “* so that I shake my head over my sins.?’) 
82 neither have any release ; for. 83 done evil (the evil, or what is evil). 34 neither kept I. 85 have aot 
36 have multiplied offences. 87 Now therefore. 88 beseeching thee of grace. 89 acknowledge (Fritzsche receives 


éy ywdoxw from III. T. for avaywao. of the text, rec. Cf. Com.) mine iniquities. 
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But I pray and beseech ? thee, release ? me, O Lord, release ? me, 


And destroy me not with my transgressions.® 

Be not angry and keep evils tor me forever, 

Nor condemn me to the lowest parts‘ of the earth; 
For thou art God, the ® God of them that repent ; 


14 


And in me thou wilt show ° all thy kindness ; 7 


For thou wilt save me, that am unworthy, according to thy great mercy. 


15 


And® I will praise thee continually, while I live ; ° 


For all the host of the heavens singeth of ! thee, 


And thine is the glory for ever. 


Vers. 13-15. —1 A. V.: wherefore (ITI. omits 4A’) I humbly beseech. 
4 with me for ever, by reserving evil for me; neither... . into the lower parts. 


T., detEys for Seifers.) 


and ever. 


11 


7 goodness (a good rendering, but ypyorérys is so rendered at ver. 7). 
® forever all the days (so teat. rec.; III. T., ev rats Nucpacs) of my life. 


Amen. 


2 forgive (aves). 8 mine iniquities 


5 the God, even the. CON GLE; 
8 Therefore 
10 powers... . do praise (vpvet). 11 ever 


Tur PRAYER OF MANASSES. 


Ver. 1. God of our fathers. Cf. Ex. iii. 6; 
1 Chron. xvii. 24; Wisd. x. 15; Ecclus. x. 19. 
This verse is properly cited as evidence of Jewish 
authorship for the prayer. 

Ver. 2. iv mavri tG kbou adtdv, with all 
their adornment. This substantive is probably 
from the root «ad, as it occurs in the word xkat- 
vuuat, to polish. Its first meaning is ornament ; 
then order, as synonymous with tdiis; and, fi- 
nally, the ordered universe. The LXX. version 
of the canonical books does not use it for the 
world ; but it is so used in connection with the 
Bible first in the books of Wisdom and 2 Mac- 
cabees. Cf. Cremer, under the word; Fritzsche, 
Ad Rom. Epist., i. 289, ii. 467; Lange, Com. on 
Matt. (Am. ed.), pp. 85, 422, 2 Cor., p. 67, 1 John, 
p. 63; Girdlestone, O. T. Syn., pp. 412-417; 
Bengel, Gnomon, at Rom. iv. 13, Eph. vi. 12; 
Ebrard, Com. on St. John’s Epist., pp. 162-164, 
295; Stud. u. Krit., 1841, pp. 611, 695. 

Ver. 3. » Several passages of Scripture natu- 
rally come to mind here: Gen. vii. 11, viii. 2; 
Ps, xxiv. 2, cxxxvi. 6. 

Ver. 4. éplcce. This word, translated dread, 
ineans, first, to be ruffled, to bristle, and was used 
by Homer to indicate the appearance of growing 
grain, J/., xxiii. 599; a line of battle, //., xiii. 
339. Again, it is employed, as in our passage, 
to express the feeling of chilliness when one’s 
skin contracts, or the hair stands on end, horrent 
come ; hence, further, to shudder with fear. Cf. 
Judith xvi. 10.—’Ard mpocdérou, i. e., tremble 
before it, till they are led to flee from it. The 
same construction is found elsewhere in the LXX. 
ie brom, sxx. 7 5 Ps, cxiv. 7. 

Ver. 6. Aé xal instead of té ral, z.e., “ but the 
mercy of thy promise ” might certainly have been 
expected, and has also been adopted by the Old 
Latin. It has, however, no MS. authority. The 
expression is Hebraistic for thy promised mercy. 

Ver. 7. ToAvéAeos, very merciful,—a form 
peculiar to the LXX. Cf. Ex. xxxiv.6; 3 Macc. 
vi. 9, et passim. —Repenting over the evils of 
men, petavody én) kaxiats avOpdmwy. Cf. Acts viii. 
22: weravociy ard Tis Kalas; Rev. ix. 20 ae pet. 
éx tTav epywv. See Winer, p. 622, This verb is 
seldom used in the Apocrypha; but, when used, 
it is generally employed as denoting a moral 
change. —"Ageowv. Cf. remarks at 1 Esd. iv. 62. 
—‘Huaptnkdow oo. The most usual construc- 
tion is with es and the accusative (cf. Matt. xviii. 











21; Luke xvii. 4; 1 Cor. vi. 18); but sometimes 
with mpés (Joseph., Antig., xiv. 15, § 2), and with 
mepi followed by the accusative. 

Ver. 8. This teaching certainly has no paral- 
Jel in the canonical Scriptures. The writer does 
not content himself with applying to the patri- 
archs the proper Biblical expression just, but 
proceeds to explain it in a manner quite unwavr- 
ranted as meaning to be without sin. 

Ver. 9. The historical groundwork of these 
two verses is to be found in the narrative of 
Manasses contained in the Scriptures (2 Chron. 
xxxili, 1-20; 2 Kings xxi.), together with those 
more or less legendary accounts scattered in pro- 
fane authors. Cf. Introd. —’Atevicm, to gaze 
intently at. In the New Testament used with 
the dative of the person, also with es and the 
accusative. Cf. Acts i. 10.—’Amd rAjOous trav 
adixiav. Cf. Matt. xviii. 7, Luke xxii. 45, for 
examples of the same use of amd in the sense of 
by reason of. 

Ver. 10. ToAAG Secus o1dnpG. TloAvs seems 
to be used with reference to degree rather than ~ 
number. But when so used the idea of repetition 
is generally connected with it. Cf. Homer, J/., 
xviii. 493; Od., xv. 393. From 2 Chron. xxxiii. 
11, we learn that the Assyrians took Manasses 
with hooks, and bound him with double chains 
of brass, and brought him to Babylon. ‘The 
hook is a figurative allusion to the ring placed in 
the nose of wild animals to lead them. Cf. 2 
Kings xix. 28; Job xli. 1; and Ezek. xxix. 4, 
See Bertheau at 2 Chron. xxxiii. 11. —’Avavedoat 
Thy kepadny. This is a somewhat anomalous use 
of this verb. By itself, without the substantive, 
it means to throw the head back in token of denial, 
as opposed to xaravedw and émivedw. — Oupdv. 
Connected with @J this word is properly used to 
express life in its active developments. Employed 
by Homer and the tragic poets in its most com- 
prehensive sense, we find it in Plato, Thucydides, 
and other Greek writers, as well as in the LXX., 
limited to express particularly excitement of feel- 
ing, such as courage and wrath. In the New 
Testament it is employed only in the latter sense. 
Cf. Cremer, s.v.; Trench, NV. 7’. Syn., 1st ser., 
B 178; Bengel’s Gnomon, at Rom. ii. 8; and 

ritzsche, Ad Rom. Epist., i. 105. 

Ver. 11. KAtyw ydévv. We have also the form 
Oévres Tx yovara at Luke xxii. 41, Acts vii. 60; 
and kdumrew yévu, Eph. iii. 14.— Knee of mine 
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This expression is used to indicate spe- 


. 


heart, 
cial depth of feeling. 
Ver. 12. Twdonrw. Perhaps the translation 
acknowledge is not here too strong for this word. 
It frequently denotes, especially in New Testa- 
ment usage, a relation of the person to the object 
known. John ii. 24, 25; 1 Cor. ii.-8. Here in 
the idea of knowing one’s sins is implied that of 
confessing them. Cf. Wisd. iv. 1; Bar. iv. 13. 
Ver. 13. "Ev Tots katwrdrots THs yjs. Not the 
grave, but Hades, seems to be meant, which is 
uniformly in the LXX. the translation of the 





Hebtew word Sheol. Cf. remarks at Add. go 
Esth. ii. 7; Girdlestone, O. 7. Syn., pp. 443-454; 
and Meyer, Com., at Eph. iv. 9; also, the LXX. 
at Is. xliv. 23, Ps. exxxix. 15. 

Ver.14. ’Ayawatvnv. Used only in Biblical 
and Ecclesiastical Greek, and chiefly with the 
significance of goodness, moral worth. It is the 
quality of the man who is ruled by and aims at 
the good. See Cremer, Lez., s.v.; Fritzsche, Ad 
Rom. Epist., iii. 252 ; Trench, N. 7. Syn., 2d ser., 
p- 58.—T qwoAd Zrcds cov. See above, verse 
10. 


THE FIRST BOOK OF MACCABEES. 


INTRODUCTION. 


THE English Bible, as is well known, originally contained but two so-called Books of the 
Maccabees. There are, however, three such books found in the Septuagint, and a fourth 
bearing the same title in connection with the works of Josephus. These are all the Books 
of the Maccabees now existing in Greek. A work, sometimes called the Fifth Book of Mac- 
cabees, is extant in an Arabic version, which is also known under the title, Historia Macca- 
beorum Arabica. Only the first two books actually treat of the Maccabean family and their 
heroic efforts to free their native land from the Syrian yoke. 

The order in which these several works are usually enumerated is also that of their actual 
worth. The second book takes up the history at a point a little earlier than the first (B. ©. ° 
176), but covers a period of only fourteen years. The first begins with the reign of Antio- 
chus Epiphanes (B. c. 175), and closes with the death of the high priest Simon (B. c. 135), 
so including a space of forty years. The third book narrates the history of events which 
took place before the Maccabean family appeared on the stage (B. Cc. 221-204). The fourth 
makes use of an incident or two found in the second book, the martyrdom of Eleazar with that 
of the seven brothers and their mother, introduced by an account of the attempt of Apollonius 
(Heliodorus) to rob the temple, in order to connect with it a philosophical disquisition on 
the Rule of Reason (Adroxpdropes Aoyiowod), or the supremacy of the dpdos Adyos over the mdb. 
The fifth is a chronicle of Jewish affairs, contained in fifty-nine chapters, beginning with the 
account of Heliodorus’ sacrilege, and extending to the Christian era. In the Arabic it has the 
title, ** Second Book of Maccabees.’? The first nineteen chapters include, although in a 
different order, events narrated in 1 and 2 Maccabees. At the close of the sixteenth chap- 
ter, the remark is found: ‘‘ Thus far extends the second book, as it has been taken from the 
Hebrews.’’? The compiler then goes on to the end of the nineteenth chapter to quote from 
the First Book of Maccabees. He seems also to have made use of the works of Josephus, but 
shows no such agreement with him as to justify the belief that the author was himself Jose- 
phus, as some have intimated. The work first appeared in the Paris Polyglot of Le Jay 
(vol. ix.), and from it was copied into the London Polyglot (vol. iv.). 

The First Book of Maccabees, now especially under consideration, is by far the most im- 
portant work of the five bearing this name. Its contents, briefly stated, are as follows : 
There are first given, as by way of introduction, certain alleged facts relating to Alexander 
the Great and the partition of his kingdom. The writer then passes over to describe the 
efforts of Antiochus IV. Epipbanes, to corrupt the Israelitish people through foreign cus- 
toms, root out their religion, and introduce in its place the frivolities and abominations of 
heathenism. Excited to the highest pitch by this course, a priest, by the name of Mattathias, 
dwelling at Modein, assembles those who are like-minded about him, and contests, sword in 
hand, wherever opportunity offers, the unrighteous doings of the king. He himself, however, 
already advanced in life, does not long survive the outbreak of the struggle. But he does 
not pass away until he has instilled a determination and deathless courage like his own into 
the hearts of his five stalwart sons. They, at least three of them, are the real heroes of the 
book, and carry on to a successful issue the war for civil and religious freedom. In chapters 
iii.ix. 22 is related what took place under the leadership of Judas ; from ix. 23—xii. 53, the 
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history of events during the rule of Jonathan; from*xiii.-xvi. 18, the results achieved by the 
skillful and prudent Simon. ‘The book closes with an account of the escape of John Hyr- 
canus, the son of Simon, from an attempt on his life, and the statement that his remaining 
history is contained in the ‘‘ chronicles of his priesthood, from the time he was made high 
priest after his father.”’ 





The Name Maccabee. 


A great deal of research and learning has been expended in the effort to discover the deri- 
vation, and thereby the real meaning, of the word Maccabee. The Maccabees were of an 
Asmonean family, the’ great-grandfather of Mattathias having borne the name Chasmon 


(wr, ’Agauwvaios), Cf. 1 Chron. xxiv. 7; Ps. lviii. 32, and Jos., Antiq., xii. 6, § 1, xiv. 16, 
§ 4, xx. 8,§11. And the title ‘‘ Asmonwan”’ or “ Hasmonzan ”’ is the one more commonly 
employed in Jewish literature to designate not only Mattathias and his five sons, but also 
their descendants down to Herod the Great and Aristobulus. The title ‘‘ Maccabee,’’ on 
the other hand, was first given to Judas, the third son of Mattathias, who undertook, after 
the death of his father, the leadership of those opposed to the Syrian rule; but at a very 
early date it was transferred to the entire family, as well as to many others, like Eleazer and 
the seven brothers, who had a prominent part in the same tragical history. 

The usual derivation of the word Maccabee is from 712}79, Chald., 82272, hammer, as being 
a figurative characterization of the thoroughness and stubbornness with which Judas fought 
against the enemies of his country, So Michaelis, Gesenius, Ewald, Grimm, Keil, and many 
others. Curtiss, however, in his recent exhaustive monograph on this subject (The Name 
Machabee, Hinrich, Leip., 1876), urges with great force against this theory: first, that the read- 
ing, 92/775, to which MarkaBatos corresponds, is without sufficient foundation; and, second, that 
the particular hammer referred to by such a designation, supposing the derivation to be cor- 
rect, would be no fitting illustration for the dashing bravery of Judas. It is not the heavy 
smith’s hammer, but a smaller one, such as was used in various kinds of simple work. (Cf. 
Judg. iv. 21; 1 Kings vi. 7; Is. xliv. 12; Jer. x. 4.) And he maintains that the Hebrew 
writer, with six different words for this tool at his command, was not shut up to this one in 
order to characterize fitly the courage and impetuosity of the Maccabeean leader. Others 
think that the title is made up of the first letters of several Hebrew words which together 
formed the sentence: ‘* Who among the gods is like to thee, Jehovah” (cf. Ex. xv. 11), 
which, as is supposed, was inscribed on the Maccabean banner. To this view it is objected, 
first, that there is no evidence that the custom of forming words in this manner prevailed 
at so early a date; second, the Greek form of the word, as written with two kappas, would in 
that case be incomprehensible; and, third, the title would not have possessed, on such a sup- 
position, that individual character which the facts of the history require. Cf. 1 Mace. il. 
66, ili. 1, v. 84, 2 Mace. x. 1, and passim. The same objections are valid against the deriva- 
tion proposed by Delitzsch, who thinks the title is an abbreviation of certain Hebrew words 
meaning : ‘* What is like my father?’? The theory of this critic is given in full in a letter 
to Curtiss published in the work above referred to, pp. 23, 24. 

Curtiss’s own opinion is, that the word comes from the Hebrew M25, meaning, in the 
Piel form, to extinguish, and he refers, among other passages, to Is. Ixiii. 17, where the over- 
throw of an army is compared to the extinguishing of burning flax. The form, ‘D512, would 
then be the Hiphil of this verb, having the same general meaning as the Piel, and would 
signify, the eatinguisher. But in order to come as far as this, it was necessary first to settle 
the point that the original reading of the word was ‘25%, and not ‘27. This, Curtiss 
seeks to do, but, with regret it. must be said, has not been so successful as der Sache ein Loch 
zu machen, as the Germans would say. His argument, in brief, is this: The question turns 
on the forms of the word which are found in the Greek and the Latin, since the original is 
lost. The former has MakxaBaios, which is not decisive, since it might come from either of 
the above-named Hebrew words. The latter, Machabeus, which could be derived from the 
Hebrew °25% only, since Jerome, who had the original in his hands, and revised, at least to 
this extent, the old Latin, uniformly employs a ‘‘c’’ to represent ‘‘),’’ and ‘‘ ch”? for 


‘¢ 4? the exceptions being only apparent. But at this point the otherwise very strong and 
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unexceptionable chain of areument lacks a necessary link or two. It is assumed as a fact, 
which, however, by the almost universal admission of scholars is not one, that Jerome him- 
self made a revision of 1 Maccabees, and that he made it on the basis of the Hebrew text. 
Hence, since the Old Latin version is confessedly an offspring of the Greek, we are obliged 
to fall back on that as our highest authority for determining the original form of the word 
‘**Maceabee.” ‘That, however, as we have already said, leaves the matter wholly undecided. 
Cf. Schiirer’s notice’ of Curtiss’s essay in the Theologische Literaturzeitung, 1876, No. 17, col. 
436. 


Original Language. 

In its present form the work before us closely resembles the other books of the Septuagint, 
being even less Hebraistic in its coloring than some of them. And the fact that its Greek 
has been to a considerable extent modified by that of the LXX., seems clear from a direct 
quotation of the latter in chap. vii. 17 (cf. Ps. Ixxix. 2, 8) as well as from many evident al- 
lusions to it in other parts. (See, especially, ix. 23, and cf. Ps. xcii. 8.) The number of 
words peculiar to the book is comparatively small. It must have existed in Greek, moreover, 
as early as the middle of the first century, B. c., since it is used largely by Josephus in 
his Antiquities (cf. xii. 5, § 1-xiii. 7, § 4). Still there is sufficient evidence to establish the 
matter beyond reasonable doubt that it was originally written in Hebrew. The very fre- 
quent variation in the Greek MSS., for instance, between the third person singular and 
plural, obviously arises from the fact that in the Hebrew and Aramaic the third person 
plural masculine differs from the singular only in the vav at the end. The author, too, 
proves himself by his exact knowledge of the topography of Palestine and by the whole 
structure of his work, particularly his warm sympathy with the cause and heroic deeds of 
the Maccabees, to have been a resident of the country which was the arena of the conflict he 
describes. The Hebrew was then, and had been for a long time, the written language of the 
people, the sacred language, and was also not altogether in disuse as a medium of oral com- 
munication (cf. 2 Mace. vii. 8, 21, 27, xii. 37, xv. 29). Moreover, there is no evidence that 
any literary productions in Greek emanated from Palestine during this period. Still further, 
the language of the book, smooth and simple as it is for the most part, is not wanting in dif- 
ficulties whose solution, in some instances, seems to require the supposition of a false or im- 
perfect translation of the original (cf., for example, ii. 8, iii. 3, iv. 19, 24). 

But we have, also, positive testimony in the same direction. Origen (in Euseb., H. E., 
vi. 25), after speaking of the books of the Old Testament, says: ‘‘ But outside the number 
of these (that is, among the uncanonical) is the Maccabean history (Ta MakkaBaird) entitled 
ZapB7yO SapBaner, Sarbeth Sarbaniel. There is also the reading Basanaiel, but that with the 
spelling Sarbane El is generally adopted, and is probably correct. (Cf. Fritzsche in Schen- 
kel’s Bib. Lex., under ‘*‘ Makkabier.’’?) This title given by Origen is variously rendered : 
The rod of those that rebel against God, Herzfeld; The government (sceptre) of the prince of 
God’s sons, Ewald and Keil; The obstinacy of those who resist God, Geiger ; Book of the 
house of God's children, Derenbourg ; History of the princes of God’s children, Michaelis and 
Grimm. The title, at all events, is Semitic, and furnishes strong evidence for the Hebraistic 
origin of our book. That this church father meant the first book of Maccabees, moreover, 
by this designation, would seem to be clear, from the manner in which the canonical books 
of the Old Testament are mentioned in the immediate context. To each one of them he 
had given the Hebrew title along with the Greek. The testimony of Jerome is still more 
conclusive. He says (Prolog. Gal. ad Lib. Reg.): ‘* The first book of Maccabees I found in 
Hebrew; the second is Greek, as indeed can be proved simply from its style.’”? Hengsten- 
berg stands almost alone in disputing the force of these arguments. In his work, Die Au- 
thentie des Daniel, etc. (Berlin, 1831), pp. 290 ff., he attempts to show, although apparently 
under the influence of some prejudice, that this supposed Hebrew original of 1 Maccabees, 
mentioned by Origen and Jerome, is simply a certain “ Chaldaic” book of Maccabees (Megil- 
lath Antiochus), which still exists in a number of printed copies. (The more recent are: The 
Choice of Pearls, and the Book of Antiochus in Aramaic, Hebrew, and English, Lond. 1851; 
and Beth ha-Midrasch, by Jellinek, Leip., 1853, part i., pp. 142-146.) Hengstenberg seems 
to have made this assertion without authority or special examination. Zunz has shown 
(Vortrdge, p. 134) that the work is a product of the Middle Ages, and utterly without worth. 
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It is all: contained within the compass of seventy-four verses, in the English edition just re- 
ferred to, and is made up of the most fabulous accounts of the Asmonwan family, one of 
which is that Judas died before his father, while thd latter shared in the victories that termin- 
ated the contest with the Syrian oppressors. See, for much valuable information touching 
this Megillath Antiochus, including a notice of the places where sixteen MSS. of it are to be 
found at the present time, Appendix VI. of the little work by Curtiss, The Name Machabee. 


Historical Character. 


There is but one judgment among critics in general respecting the merits of 1 Maccabees 
as a historical work. The narrative is written in a simple, objective style, with scarcely an 
attempt at ornamentation, and with only an occasional indulgence in real poetic flights (i. 
25-28, 38-40; ii. 7-13, ill. 8-9, 45), and a somewhat more frequent poetic turn given to the 
thought here and there (ii. 44, ili. 35, 36, 45, 51, ix. 41, xiii. 51). It has been compared favor- 
ably with the historical books of the canonical Scriptures with respect to a candid and faithful 
presentation of facts and its unexpected freedom from the influence of national and doctrinal 
prejudice. Such characteristics are the more appreciated, not only because this work is, 
for a part of the period which it covers, the sole authority still extant, but also on the ground 
of the marked contrast in which it stands, in this respect, with the other books bearing the 
same name. The temptation to overdraw, when delineating such a character as that of 
Antiochus Epiphanes, or that of the heroic Judas, to give rein to the feeling of despondency 
in the hour of defeat, and of exultation in the midst of the most brilliant victories, are but 
very seldom and very slightly indulged. Even faults which have been imputed to the writer 
are often faults common to all writers at the time when he lived, and sometimes, too, no 
doubt are due to an imperfect translation or a corrupt text. The statements are in some 
cases substantiated by original documents, as in the Book of Ezra (cf. viii. 23 ff., x. 18 ff. 
25-45, xi. 30-37), to some of which the writer gives the names of “copies” (avrlypapa); others 
are vouched for, even in minute particulars, by contemporaneous Greek and Roman histories. 
On the whole the book, whatever may be thought of its canonical rank, cannot but be re- 
garded as of incalculable value, as being an essentially trustworthy history of the important 
period which it covers. 

Still, it is far from being without fault. There are in some places evident exaggerations, 
especially where the size of armies and the numbers slain in battle are stated (see, for in- 
stance, iv. 14, 24; v. 44; vi. 47, vii. 46). All of these instances could scarcely be explained 
away by the supposition of a corrupt text, or the apology of Keil (Com. tiber die BB. der 
Mak., Kinleit., p. 18), that the number given is simply a rough estimate and not intended 
to be exact. Here and there is to be found, also, an error in dates, as in xiv. 1, where the 
author comes in conflict not only with Josephus, but with Diodorus, Justinus, Appian, and 
Livy, respecting the time when Antiochus VI. was put to death by Tryphon. Common 
rumor, too, is not infrequently accepted as authority, particularly in what relates to foreign 
countries and governments. Alexander the Great (i. 6) is, in consequence, falsely repre- 
sented as dividing his kingdom among his generals, all of whom are said to have ‘* put on 
crowns’? after his death. The Spartans are represented (xii. 6 f.) as being related by 
descent to the Jews. The Romans are spoken of (viii.) in terms quite too favorable, both as 
it respects their conquests and the spirit of their dealings with other nations. And positive 
errors of statement occur regarding the army of Antiochus, his capture by the Romans, the 
constitution of the Roman government, ete. But that the writer intentionally made mis- 
statements, few would be ready to maintain. The ground on which they rested, however, 
was, in not a few instances, quite insufficient. And still further, the speeches and prayers 
which are put into the mouths of his heroes cannot be accepted as in any sense a literal re- 
production of those actually uttered. That they in general so well correspond with the cir- 
cumstances of the several cases is due chiefly to the skill and good sense of the historian 
himself. Grimm (Com., Einleit., p. 18) misses from them what, as he thinks, might be ex- 
pected were they true to the originals, namely, all expressions showing a Messianic hope, or 
a belief in the resurrection of the body. This objection, however, seems to be based on the 
supposition that our book ought to teach on this subject what is found in the Book of Daniel 
and the so-called Psalter of Solomon, claimed to be products of the same period. 
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Again, some of the original documents which the writer professes to cite bear every trace 
of being, at best, but unsuccessful attempts at independent reproduction. (Cf., particularly, 
xii. 5-25; xiv. 20-24; xv. 16-22.) There is no sufficient reason apparent why Jonathan 
should have written such a letter as that imputed to him in the first of these passages. That 
of Oniares (Arius, or Areus), on the other hand, contains not the least evidence of its sup- 
posed Greek origin, and in its form in other respects is untrue to what the circumstances 
would have demanded. In the second passage, the letter of the Spartans to Simon is want- 
ing in a proper conclusion, and the names of the Ephors are not given, as was to have been 
expected. In the third case mentioned, where an ostensible letter of Lucius, a consul of the 
Romans, to Ptolemy is quoted, the original, it is clear, could not have been at the command 
of the writer. Only one consul is mentioned, and he simply by his first name. Nothing is 
said of the senate, from which such documents uniformly emanated. Besides, there is no 
date given; and other particulars, as well of contents as of form, serve to show great freedom 
on the part of our author in the matter of using authorities of this kind. 


Religious Coloring. 


Geiger (Urschrift, p. 206 ff.; cf., also, Holtzmann, Die Apok. Biicher, pp. 30, 56, 162) has 
attempted to show, and his theory is well worthy of careful attention, — although he may some-. 
times press it too far, —that 1 and 2 Maccabees are partisan writings, the first being the 
work of a Sadducee who was particularly favorable to the Asmonzan family; the second,, 
that of a Pharisee who regarded the same with ill-concealed distrust. The former begins his: 
work with some account of Mattathias, in order, as it would seem, to show the close connec- 
tion of the family with the leading order of priests, Joarib. It is well known that the Sad- 
ducees were the priestly and aristocratic party among the Jews. The derivation of the word: 
from Zadok (O\PITS, Zaddoveaior), who was high priest during the reign of David, has, pers 
haps, more to support it than the more usual derivation from P13. Our writer seems to 
delight in magnifying the deeds of the Maccabzan heroes (xiii. 3; xiv. 26; xvi. 2). In one 
instance, where a battle was fought in which none of them participated and a defeat was ex- 
perienced, he expresses his opinion of the matter in these words: ‘ They, however, were 
not of the seed of those men to whose hands was committed the deliverance of Israel.’’ 
When one member of this family disappears the salvation of the people is made to depend 
on the choice of another as leader in his stead. Simon, however, was a special favorite of 
the author. It is he that the father on his dying bed commends to his children as their future. 
counsellor and head (ii. 65), who, indeed, should supply to them the place left vacant by 
himself. Made to occupy a prominent position throughout the entire history (ix. 33, 37, 62, 
65, 67; x. 74, 82; xi. 64 ff.; xii. 33; xiii. 1 ff.; xiv. 32), at its conclusion he is elevated to a 
more than kingly dignity. By the united voice of the people in solemn public assembly, and 
as a grateful recognition of his services on behalf of the nation, he is declared to be their civil 
and ecclesiastical ruler, at once high priest and king, with the office hereditary in his house. 

Tf these and similar reasons might lead us to regard the writer as a special friend and par- 
tisan of the Maccabzan family, there are others of a still more positive character, showing 
that he was no friend of Phariseeism or the Pharisees. His narrative is quite bare of the 
visions of angels and supernatural interpositions which characterize so largely that of the 
second book. It is manly courage, and not apparitions from the spirit world, that he loves 
to dwell upon and represents God as honoring with glorious success. OE the resurrection of 
the dead, he says nothing; although the narrative here and there furnished him with a favor- 
able opportunity to do so. How different, for instance, would the account of Mattathias’ 
death have appeared in the second book! His allusions, if any, to the Messianic hope are 
only of the: most general character (iv. 46; ix. 27; xiv.41). Bretschneider (Dogmatik d. A pok., 
p. 344) contests the idea that in any of the passages cited the Messiah is at all referred to. 
But especially in his attitude respecting the Sabbath does our author show his supposed 
Sadducwan bias. He takes a view of the subject, at least represents it not unfavorably, 
which was not then, nor for a long time subsequently, the prevailing one. He tells with 
evident relish how Mattathias and his sons (cf. ii. 32 ff. with ix. 34, 43) refused to be gov- 
erned by the strict letter of the code, in accordance with which not even defensive warfare 
was allowed on the Sabbath. The unrestricted observance of the Sabbatic year, too (vi. 49, 
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53), he seems to think, was not meant for ‘times of war. In addition to these points, for 
most of which we are indebted to Geiger, another interesting fact bearing in the same direc- 
tion might be mentioned. It relates to the so-called ‘* Assideans.’’ They undoubtedly rep- 
resented the Pharisaie party, as far as it existed at that time. By comparing now ii. 42 with 
vii. 13, we learn that this party codperated with Judas Maccabeeus when the contest against 
Antiochus Epiphanes first broke out. Afterwards, however, at least in some instances, they 
acted in direct opposition to his wishes, which could hardly have been the case had not their 
political and ecclesiastical preferences been to some extent diverse from his. Cf. 2 Macc. 
xiv. 6. 

Yet with all these supposed evidences of a Sadduczan tendency, over-sharp partisan dis- 
tinctions are nowhere discoverable, and we have no ground, as Geiger himself admits, for 
holding that a single fact is intentionally distorted, or falsely stated, for doctrinal reasons. 
The history has received the confirmation of the Talmudic tradition, and Josephus accorded 
it an apparently unlimited confidence. The Scriptures our author treats with becoming re- 
spect, one might almost say, with real affection. He calls them (xii. 9) ‘¢ The Holy Books.”’ 
They are an incomparable source of consolation. ** Albeit,’’ he says, ‘‘ we need none of 
these things (that is, alliances with foreign nations), seeing that we have the holy books of 
Scripture in our hands to comfort us.’? His allusions are of such a kind, indeed, as to in- 
dicate that the Old Testament collection was not only already looked upon as a well-known 
and established canon of doctrine, but was regarded with a reverence and a devotion ap- 
proaching that of a later day. This fact, moreover, is in perfect harmony with what is 
known respecting the doctrinal position of this Jewish sect. The Sadducees held firmly to 
the Scriptures, and not to the Pentateuch alone but to the Prophets as well, and that all the 
more firmly, no doubt, that they repudiated so utterly the traditional teaching of the Phari- 
sees. The contrary opinion concerning them has gained wide currency simply through cer- 
tain ungrounded assertions of some of the early Christian fathers. Cf. Schiirer, Neutestament- 
liche Zeitgeschichte, p. 432. The composition before us, too, is everywhere characterized by 
such an unmistakable tone of deep moral earnestness and of loyalty to the theocratic con- 
stitution and history of the Jewish people, that it may be regarded as full compensation for 
the want of more marked outward expressions of the same. What the author fails to say 
directly of God, of Providence, and the higher aims, he is still able, through the devout 
spirit that pervades every chapter, to make us feel that he inwardly means. The remark of 
Baumgarten on the Book of Esther is quite as applicable here: ‘ There is no need of much 
discernment to apprehend the immense benefit which has accrued to the church in time past 
(Rom. xv. 4; 2 Thess. iii. 16) and must accrue in time to come, from a holy silence combined 
with the spirit and action of martyrs.”” (Cf. Herzog’s Real-Encyk., under ‘‘ Esther.’’) But 
the book is by no means wholly bare of allusions to the God of the fathers, or wanting in 
outward expressions of dependence and trust. What picture, for instance, could be more full 
of a moving pathos than that which is drawn of the assembly at Massepha ‘‘ over against Je- 
rusalem,’’ the place of prayer “ aforetime in Tsrael,’’ where the people gathered and “ fasted, 
rent their clothes, laid open the book of the ‘Law,’’ brought together the priest’s garments 
and other things which on account of the triumph of their enemies could be no longer used, 
and ‘‘ cried with a loud voice toward heaven, saying, ‘What shall we do with these, and 
whither shall we carry them away ?’’’ (Cf. iii. 46 ff.) And at another time (vii. 37), the 
priests are depicted as standing and weeping before the altar while they solemnly invoked 
his interposition on their behalf who had chosen the temple to be called by his name, and to 
be a house of prayer for his people. That in no one case which has the support of all the 
MSS. throughout the entire book does the word 6eés or «vpios occur, or any other direct and 
definite designation of Jehovah, is certainly a very remarkable fact. We have, instead 
everywhere the indefinite odpavds, or a simple pronoun in the second or third person. That 
it is wholly due, as some think, to the already prevalent custom of avoiding, as much as pos- 
sible, every use of the divine name, can scarcely be supposed (so Rosenthal, Das Erste Macca- 
bierbuch, etc. Leipz., 1867, p. 10.) It is more likely, on the other hand, that it is chiefly 
to be regarded as but an unconscious witness to the fact that there was no longer any 
prophet in Israel (1 Mace. iv. 46; ix. 27; xiv. 41). The idea of God as of One who dwelt 
among them and might be communicated with as friend with friend (Ex. XXXiii. 11) had re- 
ceded, while in its place ruled the more cold and abstract thought of One whose dwelling-place 
and throne were in the distant heaven. > 
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sede ne ccctie = 2 oe ee ee ee eee 
Authorities Used by the Author and Date of Composition. 


In some instances, as we have already observed, our author makes direct reference to au- 
thorities. But he nowhere shows a slavish dependence upon them, or scarcely accords them 
the weight which they may be supposed to have deserved. He lived too near the events 
which he relates to take any other attitude respecting them than that of an independent his- 
torian. Such original documents as he uses, he uses with the utmost freedom, omitting, en- 
larging, simplifying, as best suits his aim. This would be clear from the one fact, if there 
were no others to support it, that the style of the composition is throughout the same. There 
are nowhere any traces of the patchwork which must have inevitably resulted if anything like 
a literal reproduction of originals then extant in different languages had been attempted. 
Where written authorities were wanting, there was a hardly less valuable tradition, still en- 
joying a youthful life in the speech and thought of the people about him, to which he could 
ever appeal. And even assuming the latest date which could with propriety be given to the 
work, the writer must himself have been contemporaneous with many of the persons and scenes 
that are the subjects of his narrative, and thus possessed the very best support for some of 
his statements, in that he was an eye-witness to their truthfulness. As far as he availed him- 
self of written authorities, it is probable that it was only of such as existed in the form of let- 
ters, brief public records, and fugitive pieces relating to persons and events of special interest. 
The work alluded to in chap. xvi. 23, under the title of the Chronicles of the Priesthood of 
John Hyrcanus, so far from giving encouragement to the view that such chronicles existed also 
of the period immediately preceding, should lead us, as Grimm (Hinleit., p. xxiii., versus 
Smith’s Bib. Dict., s. v.) has shown, to just the contrary conclusion. The present writer ends 
his work, quite naturally, at the point where these Chronicles take up the history. And this 
remark of his has its best explanation when we suppose that he meant thereby to give a reason 
for his carrying on the history no further. 

Respecting the time of the composition of 1 Maccabees, there are happily certain tolerably 
trustworthy data furnished by the work itself. From chap. xvi. 23, we may safely infer that 
it was written after the death of John Hyrcanus (8. c. 106). This opinion is indeed dis- 
puted by some (Bertheau, Welte, Keil), but as we must think on wholly insufficient grounds. 
It has, on the other hand, the confident support of Eichhorn, Bertholdt, De Wette, Ewald, 
Grimm, Fritzsche, and many others. But it is further evident that the work was not written 
immediately after the death of this ruler, since the published record of the events of his reign 
was already in circulation. In chap. xiii. 30, moreover, we read concerning the family monu- 
ment which had been erected by Simon that it still existed at the time of the writer. Such 
a remark would have been uncalled for if a considerable period had not already elapsed. But 
we are not allowed to date the composition very long —i. e. not more than a score or two of 
years — after the death of John Hyrcanus, since views are expressed in it, as, for instance, 
those concerning the Romans (chap. viii), which, in that case, would be quite incomprehen- 
sible. It was in the year B. c. 64 that Jerusalem was taken by Pompey, and no further illu- 
sions concerning the “noble people’’ that ‘‘ lovingly accepted all that joined themselves unto 
them ”’ were possible. To attempt, however, to fix the date of composition more exactly than 
in saying that it took place during this interval of about forty years, —7. e., between the death 
of John Hyrcanus and the capture of Jerusalem by Pompey, — might, perhaps, be justly 
characterized as venturesome. Still the early existence of the present translation as witnessed 
to by Josephus’ use of it and some other considerations derived from the history of the period 
itself would lead us to place it somewhat nearer the former than the latter of these two ex- 


tremes. 
The Greek Text and Ancient Versions. 


The oldest Greek MSS. of our book are the Sinaitic and Alexandrine. The former contains 
only the First and Fourth Books of Maccabees. The latter the entire four. The Roman (Six- 
tine) edition of the book is based on MSS. not now known. The Vatican Codex does not 
contain 1 Maccabees nor any one of the remaining three, although many critics and commen- 
tators, including even Michaelis (cf. Cotton, p. 52), have cited the readings of the Sixtine 
edition as though they were those of this famous MS. Codex Sinaiticus, which Fritzsche in 
nis edition of the text names X., corresponds generally with Codex Alexandriaus (I.). The 
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more important of the sixteen codices of the present book in the Holmes-Parsons’ edition of 

the LXX., we have already described in the General Introduction. The best text is found in_ 
III. X. 52. 56. 62. 106. 107., which also show an inner connection with one another. Next to 

them come 19. 64. 93., with the Syriac version. 

There are but two old versions of 1 Maccabees extant, a Latin and a Syriac. The former was 
received into the Vulgate without special revision from the Old Latin. In its original form it 
came from the Greek and closely corresponds with it. The omissions, additions, and deviations, 
which indeed are somewhat numerous, are rarely of special importance, and may be due more to 
later changes which the version has suffered than to original faults of translation. There are, 
in fact, two recensions of this version. In addition to the common one, Sabatier published 
(Bibliorwm Sacrorum Latine Versiones Antique, ete., Rheims, 1739-49; Paris, 1751, ii. 1013, 
sqq-) for the first thirteen chapters, another from a MS. belonging to the cloister of St. Ger- 
main in Paris, and known as “8S. Germ. 15,” which differed considerably from the former, 
and which he regarded as an earlier form of it. Grimm, on the contrary, and following him 
Keil, have represented that Sabatier held this text to be the result of a later attempt to revise 
the text of the Vulgate on the basis of the Greek. But it was undoubtedly the text of the 
Vulgate which Sabatier regarded as the revised one (cf. Welte, Hinlet. in die Deuterokanon. 
Biicher, p. 26, where his language is quoted in its original form). . Moreover, the text of the 
St. Germain MS. is a sufficient witness for itself. Fritzsche says of it (Libri Apoc. V. T., 
preef., p. xx.) : sed ille est... . genere dicendi horridior et verborum textus grace tenacior, ete. 
Both recensions were evidently made from the Greek, and there is no satisfactory evidence in 
support of the opinion of Curtiss (The Name Machabee, p. 6), that Jerome or any one else, in 
either of them, has attempted a revision on the basis of a supposed Hebrew text then extant. 
The best text of the common Latin version is found in the Biblia Sacra Latina Vet. Testamenti 
Hieronymo interprete ex Antiquissima Auctoritate in Stichos descripta, by Heyse and Tisch- 
endorf, Lips., Brockhaus, 1873. In this edition along with the Clementine text (Rome, 1592- 
1861), are given the readings of Codex Amiatinus. Besides the two recensions of the Latin 
above referred to, a fragment consisting of sixteen verses of the second chapter (49-64), has 
been published by Mai (Spicil. Rom., tom. ix., Ap. p. 60), in which a wholly different render- 
ing is found. Its origin is unknown, The Syriac version (Lond. Polyglot, vol. iv.) which was 
formerly supposed by some to be a direct offspring of the Hebrew (cf. especially, Michaelis, 
Deutsche Ubersetzung des Ersten Buchs der Maccabder, Vorrede, p. x.), since the masterly col- 
lation by Trendelenburg (Primi Libri Maccab. Greci Textus cum Versione Syriaca Collatio 
in Eichhorn’s Repertorium fiir Biblische und Morgenliandische Literatur, xv., pp. 58-153) is uni- 
versally acknowledged to have sprung from the Greek. The correspondences, indeed, are 
found to be most marked, and no other conclusion is possible. Even the special form of the 
Greek text, which impressed itself on the Syriac translation, is still discoverable in the MSS. 
19. 64. 93. Instances in which they are followed word for word are not rare. The names of 
places are so given, however, that it is inferred the translator must have been acquainted 
with them in their Semitic form. This fact gives the version a peculiar value for exegetical 
purposes, and at the same time bears witness to its great age. , 


Canonical Standing. 


As we have already noticed, the Sinaitic Codex contains of the Maccabean books onl 
the first and fourth. The latter is arranged in a separate section with the Shepherd of Her- 
mas, as though it had originally formed with it an appendix to the canonical books. The 
omission of the several books of the Maccabees in the Vatican Codex is remarkable, since it 
contains all the other apocryphal writings. It is evident, moreover, that the former could 
never have formed a part of it. In this respect, as well as in the position of the Book of 
Esther, next after the Wisdom of Sirach, it is in harmony with the canon of Athanasius (cf. 
Westcott, Bible in Church, pp. 161, 804). In Codex Alexandrinus the four books of Macca- 
bees follow in order, after Ezra and Nehemiah and before the Psalter. ‘The arrangement 
indicates that they, in connection with Esther,.Tobit, and Judith, were regarded as fomag 
an appendix to the historical books of the canon, and as themselves not properly canonical. 
This view is strengthened by the fact that Wisdom and Hcclesiasticus are similarly arranced 
in this codex with respect to the Hagiocrapha. In Codex Claromontanus three books of 
Maccabees are found, the one omitted being the third. They are placed at the end of the 
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Old Testament, next after Daniel, in a series of books that includes, besides, Judith, Esdras, 
Esther, Job, and Tobit. This position was doubtless meant to indicate here, as in the cases 
mentioned above, that the books were designed for ecclesiastical use only. 

We find but very few traces of 1 Maccabees among Christian writers of the first Christian 
centuries. Its history, for the most part, lay outside the sphere of their inquiries. In the 
so-called Apostolic. Canons, art. 1xxxv.,— which, however, is probably a later addition, — 
three books of Maccabees are mentioned among those to be revered as ‘‘ holy,’’ and they are 
enumerated between Esther and Job. In the Coptic version of these canons (see Dict. of 
Christian Antig., p. 118) the Book of Esther is omitted, and those of Tobit and Judith are 
put in the place of the Maccabees. Farther on the words occur: ‘* And out of the Wisdom 
of Solomon and Esther, the three Books of Maccabees, and the Wisdom of the Son of Sirach, 
there is much instruction.’’? Clement of Alexandria makes a bare allusion to our work as the 
‘¢ Book of the Maccabean history ’’ (Strom., i.§ 123). Tertullian, also (Adv. Jud., iv.), shows 
acquaintance with the history of the Maccabean wars. Origen, as we have previously ob- 
served, speaks of the books of the Maccabees as not being included in the canon of the Jews. 
Eusebius, too, in his Chronicle, separates them from the “ Divine Scriptures,’’ while else- 
where showing that he was not ignorant of their contents. (Cf. Prep. Ev., viii. 9.) Athan- 
asius, as before remarked, omits the Maccabean books from his list entirely. The same is 
true of Gregory of Nazianzus (f A. D. 390), of Amphilochius, his friend (¢ A. D. 395), and of 
Cyril of Jerusalem (} A. D. 386), all of whom published catalogues of the Old Testament 
writings. Even among the Alexandrian fathers the allusions to the Maccabees are quite 
rare. Among Latin writers of the early church, Ruffinus (f c. A. D. 410) reckons the “ Book 
of Maccabees ’’ among “ ecclesiastical,’’ in distinction from ‘‘ canonical ’’ works. Jerome, 
as is well known, translated none of the Old Testament Apocrypha save Judith and Tobit, 
and accorded them likewise only “ ecclesiastical’? rank. He mentions the Maccabees in con- 
nection with these two works as being read by the church, although not held to be canonical. 
(Cf. Pref. ad Lib. Sol.) Augustine advocated the principle that the usage of the greatest 
number of churches should decide the matter of the authority of the several books of Scrip- 
ture. Among works to be thus judged, he mentions two books of Maccabees, along with 
Judith and Tobit. He himself, however, did not regard the former as standing on a level 
with works usually held to be canonical, since, in a controversy with the Donatists who 
quoted 2 Maccabees, he remarks that these works had never been received into the Hebrew 
canon. In fact, he elsewhere (De Civ. Dei, xviii. 36) expressly distinguishes them from the 
‘‘ Holy Scriptures,” they having been accepted by the church simply on account of the his- 
tories of martyrs which they contain. At the Council of Carthage (a. D. 397), according to 
some authorities, the two books of Maccabees were enumerated among the “ Divine Scrip- 
tures.”? But, if it be true, it is to be interpreted in the light of Augustine’s actual position 
touching the matter of canonical and uncanonical books, since his influence predominated in 
this council. Subsequent to this period the book before us shared, in general, the fortunes of 
the remaining works of the Old Testament Apocrypha, of which we have already spoken 
sufliciently. 
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Cuapter I. 


1 Anon it happened, after that Alexander, the Macedonian, the son of Philip,’ who 
came out of the land of Chettiim, had smitten Darius king of the Persians and 
2. Medes, that he reigned in his stead, being previously * over Greece. And he waged 3 
3 many wars, and won ‘ many ® strong holds, and slew kings ° of the earth. And he? 
went through to the ends of the earth, and took spoils of a multitude of nations ; 
and® the earth was quiet before him. And® he was exalted, and his heart was 
lifted up. And he gathered a very great army,” and ruled over countries, and + 
nations, and kings; and they ” became tributaries unto him. And after these things 
he fell sick,!* and perceived that he would die. And” he called his servants, 
those that were distinguished and had been brought up with ** him from Azs youth, 
and parted his kingdom among them, while he was yet alive. And“ Alexander 
reigned twelve years, and died. And his servants bore rule every one in his place. 
And after his death they all put crowns upon themselves, and * their sons after 
them, for” many years; and they did much evil* in the earth. And there came 
out of them a sinful shoot, Antiochus Epiphanes, a son of king Antiochus,” who 
had been a hostage at Rome ; and he reigned in the hundred and thirty and seventh 
year of the kingdom of the Greeks. 
11 In those days went there out of Israel apostates, and * persuaded many, saying, 
Let us go and make a covenant * with the nations * that are round about us; for 
12 since we separated ourselves ° from them we have had much trouble.” And the 
13 matter pleased them.” And” certain of the people declared themselves ready to 
go, and went ®° to the king; and he gave them authority to practice * the ordinances 
14 of the heathen. And ® they built a gymnasium ™ at Jerusalem according to the 
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Vers. 1-8. —1 A. V.: son (r6v is omitted by 19. 64. 93.) of Philip, the Macedonian. 2 the first (mpdrepoy is adopted 
by Fritzsche, Grimm, and Keil from III. X. 52. 55, 56. al. Co. Ald.; text. rec., mpétepos. Grimm would insert 6¢ after 


mportepov). 8 and made. 4 wan. 5 (omitted by IIT. X. 28. 44. 52. al.) 6 the kings. 7 omits he. 8 took 
spoils of many (7A7jovs) nations, insomuch that (Kat). 9 whereupon (23. omits kat). 

Vers. 4-6.—10 A. V.: gathered (cuvijyaye ; cvvygev, IIT. X. 28. 44. 55. al.) a mighty strong host. 11 (omitted by 
X. 23. 44. 62. al.) 12 kings (marg., kingdoms. Codd. III. 28. 44. al. Co., rupayviwy), who. 18 (See Com.) 
14 should. 145 Wherefore. 16 such as were honourable, and had been brought up with (text. rec., cvvtpodous 
Fritzsche, Grimm, and Keil adopt ovvextpodous from III. X. 28. 44. 55. 62. al. Co. Ald.). 

Vers, 7-9.—17 A. Y.: So. 18 then died. 1 bare....sodid. omits for. 21 evils were multiplied. 


Vers. 10-12. —22 A. V.: wicked root (piga auaptwAds. I take the former word, with Grimm and Keil, in the sense 
of “shoot.?? Cf. Ecclus. xlvii. 22), Antiochus surnamed Epiphanes, son of Antiochus the (III. X. 19. 23. 44. 106. al. 


Co. have the article) king. 23 wicked men (viol mapavouor. They were persons who held the law of Moses in no 

respect, apostates, and hence were regarded as base and unworthy) who. 24 (the word éa6yxnv seems to have a 

somewhat broader meaning here. Cf. ver. 15. They resolved to make common cause with the foreign peoples about 

them.) 25> heathen (it is not likely that they would have used such a word). °6 departed.» 27 sorrow (lit., many 

- evils have found us). 28 So this device... . them well (kal jyabvvOy 6 Adyos év dPOadmors adray, And the matter was 
found good, seemed good, in their eyes’’). 

Vers. 18,14. — 29 A. V.: Then. 30 were so forward herein (mpocdunyOncav = they were ready, forward, eager), that 


they went. 31 who... . licence to do after. 82 whereupon. 33 a place of exercise. 
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15 customs of the heathen ; and they} made themselves foreskins,? and fell away from ® 
the holy covenant, and yoked themselves in with* the heathen, and sold them- 
selves ° to do the evil.® 

16 And? the kingdom was established before Antiochus, and he had the thought to 
become king of the land of Egypt,’ that he might have dominion over the® two 

17 realms. And” he entered into Egypt, with a great multitude, with chariots, and 

18 elephants, and horsemen, and a great navy.!! And they waged” war against 
Ptolemy * king of Egypt; and Ptolemy turned about before him, and fled; and 

19 many were wounded to death. And they took possession of 1° the fortified” cities 

20 in the land of Egypt, and he took the spoils of the land of Egypt.4® And after that 
Antiochus had smitten Egypt, he returned ” in the hundred forty and third year ; 
and he* went up against Israel, and he went up against 4 Jerusalem with a great 

21 multitude. And he entered in arrogance * into the sanctuary, and took * the golden 

22 altar, and the candlestick of light, and all the vessels thereof, and the table of the 
shewbread, and the pouring vessels, and the vials, and the censers of gold, and the 
vail, and the crowns, and the golden ornaments that were on the front of * the tem- 

23 ple; and he scaled all the gold » otf. And he took * the silver and the gold, and the 

24 precious vessels; and™ he took the hidden treasures which he found» And hav- 
ing taken all, he departed into his land.** And he made a” massacre, and spoke 

25 very arrogantly.” And there came great mourning upon * Israel, in every place 

26 where they were; and princes and elders groaned,® virgins and young men were 

27 made feeble, and the beauty of women was changed. Every bridegroom took up 

28 lamentation, and ** she that sat in the marriage chamber was in mourning.” The 
land also quaked** for the inhabitants thereof, and all the house of Jacob was 
clothed with shame.” 

29 And ®* after two years time ® the king sent /s chief collector of tribute unto the 

30 cities of Juda; and he * came unto Jerusalem with a great multitude. And he 
spake words of peace unto them, in deceit;*t and they gave * him credence. 
And * he fell suddenly upon the city, and smote it very sore, and destroyed much 

31 people of Israel. And when he had taken the spoils of the city, he set it on fire, 

32 and pulled down the houses and the * walls thereof round about.” And* the 
women and the“ children took they captive, and took possession of ** the cattle. 

33 And they fortified ® the city of David with a great and strong wall, with strong ® 

34 towers, and it became their strong hold.* And they put therein a sinful nation, 

35 apostates ; ” and they strengthened themselves in it. And they laid in weapons and 
provisions, and having ™ gathered together the spoils of Jerusalem, they laid them 

36 up there; and they became a sore snare. And it became’ a place to lie in wait 

37 against the sanctuary, and an evil adversary to Israel continually.” And ® they 
shed innocent blood round about ® the sanctuary, and defiled the sanctuary.” 

38 And ® the inhabitants of Jerusalem fled because of them; and it became™ a habi- 
tation of strangers; and it became strange to those that were born in her; and 


Ver. 15.—1 A. V.: omits they. 2 uncircumcised (axpoBvatias. See Com.). 3 forsook. 4 joined them- 
selves to. 5 were sold. 6 do mischief. 
Vers. 16,17. —7A.V.: Now when. 8 Antiochus, he thought to reign over (Fritzsche receives yjs from III. 19. 


23. 62. 64. 93. 106. Old Lat. Syr.) E. 9 the dominion of. | 1° Wherefore. (Cf. Com.) 1 and made (teat. rec., 
avvecticavro, which is retained by Grimm and Fritzsche ; Keil would prefer the sing., read by III. 62. Co. Old Lat. 
Syr. In the former case the subject would be Antiochus and his army, as in ver. 19). - 18 Ptolemee. 14 but 
Ptolemee was afraid (so Luther renders évetpary here) of. 15 (Lit., fell wounded, or slain, since the latter is generally 
the meaning of tpavparias in the LXX. See Com.) 16 Thus they got. 17 strong. 1£ spoils thereof. 

Vers. 20-238. —19 A. V.: returned again. 20 omits he. 21 omits he went up against (as 28, 44. 55. 56. 62. 71. 74. 
(has émi ‘I., as X.) 106. 243. Co. Ald.). 22 and entered proudly. 23 took away. ™ before. 25 temple, all which 
he pulled. 26 He took also. 27 also. 

Vers. 24-26. — 28 A. V.: when he had taken all away, he went... . own land. 29 having made a great (Luther : 
‘* He had many people killed ’’). 30 spoken very proudly. 8t Therefore there was great mourning in. 82 so that 
the. % mourned (éo7<vaéav), the. 

Vers. 27, 28. —*4 III. X. 28. 58. al. omit. 35 A. Y.: heaviness. 36 was moved (see Com.). 37 covered with 
confusion. 

Vers. 29-31, — 8 IIT. X. 44. al. omit. 39 A, V.: fully expired (see Com.). 40 who 41 spake peaceable words 
.... but all was deceit. #2 for when they had given. 43 omits And. 44 omits the. 45 on every side. 

Vers. 52-35. —46 A. Y.: But. 47 omits the. 48 possessed. 49 Then builded they. 50 and with mighty. 
51 made it a strong hold for them. 52 (Cf. ver. 11. See Com.) 58 fortified (cf. ver. 33) themselves theroin. 
4 They stored it also with armour and victuals .... when they had. 55 so they became (éyévero, III. X. 19. 64.). 

Vers. 86-38. —56 A. V.: for it was. 57 omits continually (6.a mavtds). 58 Thus. 59 on every side of. 
60 defiled it. 61 insomuch that, 62 whereupon the city was made, 63 omits it. 
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39 her children! left her. Her sanctuary was laid waste like a wilderness, her feasts 
were turned into mourning, her sabbaths into reproach, her honor into oa 
40 As had been her glory, so was her dishonor increased, and her exaltation ~ was 
turned into mourning. ‘ 
41 And the king ® wrote to his whole kingdom, that all should be as* one people, 
42 and every one should abandon his customs. And? all the heathen agreed to d the 
43 commandment of the king. Yea, many’ of the Israelites found pleasure m : his 
44. religion, and sacrificed unto idols, and profaned the sabbath. And the king sent ® let- 
ters by messengers unto Jerusalem and the cities of Juda, that they should follow 
45 the foreign customs” of the land, and keep™ burnt offerings, and sacrifices, =a 
drink offerings, out of the sanctuary; and that they should profane sabbaths 
46, 47 and festival days; and pollute sanctuary and priests ; build * altars, and groves, 
48 and idol temples,” and sacrifice swine’s flesh, and unclean animals ; 16 that they 
should also leave their sons uncircumcised, make ™ their souls abominable-with all 
49 manner of 8 uncleanness and profanation: to the end they might forget the law, and 
50 change all the ordinances. And whosoever would not do according to the command- 
51 ment of the king, he® should die. In accordance with all these commands ® wrote 
he to his whole kingdom ; and he appointed overseers over all the people; and 
he commanded ” the cities of Juda to sacrifice, city by city. 
52 And” many of the people were gathered unto them, every * one that forsook the 
53 law; and they * committed evils in the land, and drove the Israelites into hiding 
54 places, wherever they could find a refuge.*> And on™ the fifteenth day of the month 
Chaseleu,”§ in the hundred forty and fifth year, they built an * abomination of des- 
55 olation upon the altar, and built altars in the cities of Juda roundabout. And 
56 they * burnt incense at the doors ® of their houses, and in the streets. And having 
rent ® in pieces the books of the law which they found, they burnt ¢hem with fire. 
57 And where was found with any a book of the covenant,™ or if any found pleasure 
in® the law, the king’s commandment was, that they should put him to death. 
58 Thus did they according to their might ** unto the Israelites every month, to as 
59 many as were found in the cities. And on the twenty-fifth day * of the month they 
60 sacrificed upon the altar,®® which was upon the altar of burnt offering. And, ac- 
cording to the commandment, they put to death the women,” that had caused their 
61 children to be circumcised. And they hanged the infants about their necks, and 
62 plundered“ their houses, and slew* them that had circumcised them. And * 
many in Israel were strengthened and firmly resolved not to eat what was unclean.“ 
63 And they chose * to die, that they might not be defiled with food,** and that they 
64 might not profane the holy covenant ; and“ they died. And there was very great 
wrath upon Israel. 

Vers. 38-40,—1 A. V.: ownchildren. 2 excellency (tos). 

Vers. 41-47. 8 A. V.: Moreover king Antiochus (Fritzsche strikes out the last word as wanting in III. X. 28. 44. 
52. 55. 56. al. Co. Ald.). 4 omits as (eis before Aady is found in III. 28. 44. 55. 56. al. and is adopted by Fritzsche). 
5 leave his laws: so. 6 according to. 7 many also. 8 consented to (see Com.). 9 For.... had sent. 
10 strange laws. 11 forbid (kwAdaat followed by éx). 12 in the temple (same word that is rendered ‘ sanctuary ” 
elsewhere). 13 the sabbaths. 14 the sanctuary .... holy people (not the Israelites in general, but clearly those 
officiating in the temple are meant); set up. 15 chapels of idols. 16 beasts. 

Vers. 48-538. —17 A. V.. children .. . . and make. 18 manner of (this is the force of ravri here). 19 he said, he. 
20 In the selfsame manner. 21 omits he. 22 people, commanding. 23 Then. 24 to wit, every. 2) so they. 
26 secret places, even wheresoever they could flee for succour (lit., ‘‘ in all their places of refuge’). 

Vers. 54-57. —27 A. V.: Now. 28 Casleu (see Com.). 29 set up the (same word rendered ‘ builded *’ in the second 
line following. Cf. Com.). 80 builded idol altars throughout... . on every side. 31 omits they. 82 (Cf. Com.) 
83 when they had rent. 84 wheresoever.... the book of the testament. 55 consented to (cf. ver. 48). ; 

Vers. 58-60. — 86 A. V.: by their authority. 87 Now the five and twentieth day. 88 did sacrifice upon the ido 
altar (cf. Com.). 89 altar of God. At which time. 40 certain women. 

Vers. 61-64.— 41 A. Y.: rifled. ; 42 (III. X. 28. 56. al. Co. omit this and the preceding verb, and IIT. 56. read 
oixeious for olkovs.) 43 Howbeit. 44 fully resolved and confirmed in themselves (é«parawwOycav kal oxvpdlyoav év 


avrois)....any unclean thing. 45 Wherefore . .. . chose rather (for éweAcéavro Fritzsche adopts éreSééavto from 
III. X. 19. 28. 44. 56. al., but it does not seem to be favored by Keil and Grimm). 46 meats 47 so then. 


Cuarrer I. 


} Chettiim. Cf. Jer. ii. 10; Ezek. xxvii. 6, wher 
i ie f srt) f alee . f e 
med : eh) er? ie the acer i; ». the “isles of Chittim” are mentioned. The 
In the opinion of Michaelis, such a beginning is|islands and countries on the more westerly coast 
clear evidence of a Hebrew original.— Land of|of the Mediterranean, including also Macedonia, 
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are meant.— Persians and Medes. This was 
the usual designation of the Persian kingdom 
after the union of Media with Persia effected by 
Cyrus. In the Book of Daniel, on the contrary, 
we find uniformly Medes and Persians. Cf. Dan. 
Vv. 28; vi. 15; vili. 20. 

Ver. 2. It has been noticed that the Greek 
word used for “slew” (éogate) indicates that 
these kings were not slain in regular battle, but 
were executed by Alexander. The word for 
kings is without the article, as indicating that 
they were simply rulers of the smaller provinces 
under the king of Persia. 

Ver. 3. Ends of the earth. He carried his 
conquests as far as the Indian Ocean. Accord- 
ing to Strabo (xv. 39), it was reported that the 
booty taken by Alexander amounted to the value 
of from forty thousand to one hundred and eighty 
thousand talents. 

Ver. 5. “Emecev ér) thy kofrnv. This form 
of expression was common to the Aramaic, and 
means much the same as our “took to his bed,” 
“was sick abed.” For an account of the final 
sickness of Alexander, cf. Grote, Hist. of Greece, 
xii. 254 ff. ; Droyson, i. 2, p. 337 ff. 

Ver. 6. Called his servants, i. e., the various 
officials, civil and military. — While he was yet 
alive. On the unusual genitive absolute here, cf. 
Winer, p. 207. The statement made in this verse 
that Alexander divided his kingdom among his 
officers seems to have no suflicient foundation. 
Such a report was widely circulated in the East, 
and seems to have been accepted as a fact by the 
writer of the present book. Of all the Greek and 
Latin historians, however, it is only alluded to by 
one, and he discredits its truth. Curtius (x. 10,5) 
says: “ Sed famam ejus rei quamgquam ab auctori- 
bus tradita est, vanam fuisse comperimus.” The 
report probably got into circulation through the 
partisans of the Hellenistic kings, who sought 
thus to give some color of authority to the usurpa- 
‘tions of the latter. Cf. Droyson, ii. 1, 2 Buch. 

Ver 7. Twelve years. According to Arrian 
(vii. 28), it was twelve years and eight months. 
“He lived thirty-two years, and beyond the thirty- 
second eight months; as Aristobulus says: ‘ He 
was king twelve years, and then eight months.’ ” 

Ver. 9. Put crowns upon themselves, 7. é., 
assumed the kingly dignity. The various officials 
and generals of Alexander who actually did this, 
according to Grimm, were Antigonus in Asia, 
Ptolemy in Egypt, Seleucus in Babylon, Lysim- 
achus in Thrace, and Cassander in Macedon. But 
ef. Grote, xii., p. 319. - The evil which these petty 
kings caused supplies a good thought for the tran- 
sition of the author, at this point, to the rule of 
Antiochus Epiphanes and the consequent insur- 
rection under the Maccabees. 

Ver. 10. The word “ Epiphanes ” corresponds 
to the Latin nobilis, illustris. The name may 
have had its origin in the fact of Antiochus’ sud- 
den appearance from his imprisonment at Rome. 
He was also known by the name Epimanes, the 
madmun. He is so called by Polybius (/’rag., 
xxvi. 10; cf. Diod. Sic., ll. XXVL, XXxi.), who 
gives several instances of his wild and inconsist- 
ent behavior. — Who had been a hostage at 
Rome. This is said apparently to bring out the 
contrast between his condition at one time and 
his subsequent pretensions and conduct. After 
the battle of Magnesia, B. c. 189, Antiochus III. 
could make peace with the Romans only on the 
condition of sending twenty hostages to Rome, 








among them his own son. Antiochus Epiphanes 
remained fifteen years in the imperial city, and 
was then released through the interposition of 
his brother Seleucus IV., who delivered to the 
Romans his own son in place of Antiochus. 
While the latter was on his way home, Seleucus 
IV. was murdered by an ambitious courtier, and 
Antiochus became king. — Hundred and thirty 
and seventh year of the kingdom of the Greeks, 
i. e., the one hundred and thirty-seventh year of 
the so-called Seleucian era. Josephus calls it the 
era ris “Acauploy. Cf. Antig. xiii. 6, § 7. By 
“Assyrian” he means “ Syrian.” This era dates 
from the autumn of the year B. c. 312, @. e., with 
the battle and victory of Seleucus Nicator on 
the Tigris — between the summers of. B. c. 312 
and 311 —in his contest with Nicanor, the gen- 
eral of Antigonus. While the author of the 
present book makes use-of this Seleucian chro- 
nology for years, when months are spoken of 
he reckons according to the Jewish mode, 7. e., 
from Nisan (April). Cf. iv. 52; x. 21. This 
matter is fully treated by Schiirer (Neutest. Zeit- 
geschichte, p. 15 ff.) ; Wieseler, arts. ‘ ra” and 
“ Antiochus”? in Herzog’s Real-Encyk. ; also, vol. 
xxi. 543-570 of Stud. u. Krit., 1875, iii, pp. 516- 
556; 1877, ii. 281-298 ; and Caspari in the latter 
work for 1877, p. 181 ff. Cf. Wieseler, in reply, 
1877, iii. 510 ff. 

Ver. 11. The reference is to the efforts of a 
certain party, soon after the accession of Anti- 
ochus Epiphanes, to Hellenize the Jewish peo- 
ple and institutions. Cf. Schiirer, J. c., p. 67 ff. 
Their wish was not simply to make a covenant, but 
to become like the Greeks in religion and gen- 
eral customs, as is apparent from the following 
verses. 

Ver. 15. Made themselves foreskins. This 
was on account of the exposure of the body in 
the gymnasium. They wished to avoid the ridi- 
cule of the Greeks. A surgical operation was 
necessary. Cf. Winer, Realwérterb., and Riehm’s 
Handworterb., art. “ Beschneidung ;” and Stud. 
u. Krit., 1835, p. 657.— Sold themselves to do 
evil. Cf. 1 Kings xxi. 20, the words of Elijah to 
Ahab, of which the present passage is probably 
a reminiscence. The meaning is that they be- 
came reckless slaves of sin. 

Ver. 16. Before Antiochus, évayriov ’Ayti- 
dbxou, i. e., when he saw it established. 

Ver. 17. With respect to the question whether 
Antiochus made two, three, or four campaigns 
against Egypt, on which authorities differ, cf., 
in addition to the commentaries of Grimm and 
Keil, Graetz, ii., note 16, and Schirer, LC peels 
with the authorities there cited. — A great navy. 
Grimm supports this translation of the word 
oréaos, thinking the connection demands it. But 
it is rejected by Keil, who follows the Syriac in 
giving the word the meaning equipment. Michaelis, 
Schleusner, Gaab, and De Wette, on the other 
hand, would render by “land force.” 

Ver. 18. Wounded to death. The Greek 
tpavyartas is commonly used in the LXX. to 
translate bon. Cf. the concordance of 'Trom- 
mius, s.v. The Syriac renders by occisi. Mi- 
chaelis says properly of the Vulgate, which trans- 
lates by vulnerati, that it follows the common 
Greek usage, rather than that of the LXX. 

Ver. 21. The sanctuary, 7d aylacua. It is 
here the vads, in distinction from fepdy, which 
meant the temple as a whole. According to 2 
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Ver. 47. The offering of the flesh of swine in 
sacrifice, abhorrent as it was to the hcliest_senti- 
ments of the Jews, was practiced by the Greeks 
as well as other nations. Herodotus (ii. 47) 
says: “ The Egyptians do not regard the offering 
of swine to the other gods as right; but to the 
goddess of the moon (Zeagvn) and Bacchus (Ato- 
viow) they offer at the same time, on the same 
full moon, their swine, and eat their flesh.” 

Ver. 48. Their souls. Yuvy7f here refers to the 
inward spiritual man, and is not with Gaab to be 
understood as a circumlocution for the personal 
pronoun. ; 

Ver. 51. Over all the people, 7. ¢., over the 









































Mace. y. 21, the value of what Antiochus took 
from the temple at this time was 1,800 talents. — 

Vers. 22, 23. On the various vessels used in 
the service of the temple, see Keil, Handb. d. Bib. 
Archéologie, p. 140. } 

Ver. 24. Cf. Dan. vii. 8, 11, 36, to which the 
present passage seems to have reference. 7 

Ver. 28. The land, i.e., the very earth. It is 
represented as being affected by the misery of its 
inhabitants. : 

Ver. 29. After two years. The Greek is 
pera d00 ern juepav, which has a strong Hebrew 
coloring. — With a great multitude. Accord- 
ing to 2 Macc. v. 24, he had with him 22,000 
men. Antiochus sent this detachment of his | Jews. nat 
troops, under Apollonius, against Jerusalem, on Ver. 52. Gathered unto them, namely, the 
his return from a fruitless campaign — the second | persons who had been set over the people by 
—against Egypt, where he had been opposed by Antiochus. f ee 
the Romans under Popilius Lenas. According Ver. 54. This event —the building of a pagan 
to Josephus (Antig., xii. 5, § 4), Antiochus him.|altar over the altar of Jehovah in the temple — 
self took part in this second attack upon Jeru- occurred, or was begun, on the 15th of the month 
salem ; but the Second Book of Maccabees, as well | ¢ hisleu (corresponding nearly to our December), 
as the present one, is against it. in the year B. c. 168 (145 of the Seleucian era), 

Ver. 33. City of David. This is not to be aud on the twenty fifth of the same month sacri- 
taken here as identical with the city of Jerusalem. | fices were first offered upon it. Graetz ( Geschichte, 
It was rather the southwestern part of the same, |ilil. 2, p. 315), relying mainly on the interpreta- 
which, at an earlier period, went under the name|tion of Jerome and the Mishna, maintains that 
of “Mount Zion.” Cf. verse 35, and 2 Sam. v./it was an idol that was placed on the altar, and 
7,9; 1 Chron. ii. 5, 7. The “Acra’’ is fre-)not another altar. The dxodéuncay of the pres- 
quently mentioned in the present history (i. 33 ; | ent verse he is obliged, however, to stigmatize as 
iv. 2; ix. 523 x. 82; xiii, 52; xiv. 32), and in/a mistranslation of the Hebrew. Cf., below, iv. 
2 Mace. (xy. 31, 35), having been occupied by a 43. — Abomination of desolation. The words 
garrison of Syrian troops, until they were finally and idea are derived from Dan. xi. 31, and xii. 
dislodged by Simon, B.c. 141 (1 Mace. xiii. 49 f.).| 11, where the Hebrew is translated by the LXX. 
In our book (iv. 37, 60; v. 54; vi. 62; vii. 33; x | by the words used in our book, BdéAvyua epnud- 
11) the name “ Mount Zion,” on the other hand, | 7€#s, and in the second passage by ‘Theodotion 
is given to the temple mountain, which in 2|also. Cf. also Matt, xxiv. 15 ; Mark xiii. 14. It 
Chron. iii. 1 is called Mount Moriah. ‘The fact| was to the Jews an “ abomination®” which arose 
that the so-called “city of David” was so long in | out of “desolation,” or more probably one that 
the hands of the Syrians is sufficient to account| caused it, — especially, a desolation of all holy 
for this interchange of names. Josephus misun- ideas and usages in connection with the temple 
derstood the matter, representing that the ‘ city and its service, In the opinion of Calmet, Mi- 
of David” meant at this time the whole of Jeru-|chaelis, Grimm, Fritzsche, and others, there is an 
salem (Antig., vii. 3, § 2), and naming as “ the|error in the date here, and for “ fifteenth ”’ there 
Acra” a part of the lower city in the neighbor-| Should be read “twenty fifth.” Cf. verse 59; 2 
hood of the temple. Cf. Com. of Grimm and| Mace. x. 5; Joseph., Antig., xii. 7, § 6. Such a 
Keil ad loc., and Riehm, Handwérterb., under | change, however, has no support in the MS. au- 
Bure thorities, 

Ver. 34. Sinful nation, Z0vos &uaprwady. This} Ver. 55. At the doors, ém rév 6upéy. Grimm 
was the usual designation of the heathen by the| would give the preposition here the sense of at or 
Jews, and it is not to be supposed that this par-|ear; while Keil, referring to Winer (p. 374), 
ticular garrison was made up of worse characters | prefers the rendering on, supposing that a person 
than the rest of the army of Antiochus. could stand on the threshold while sacrificing. 

Ver. 36. An evil adversary, didBodov rovnpér, Among the Greeks, Apollo, Bacchus, and Diana 
were among other divinities thus honored. 

Ver. 56. Books of the law. It refers pri- 
marily to the Pentateuch, but might include also 
the entire Old Testament. The same is apparently 
true of the expression, “‘ book of the covenant ” 
in the following verse. If the latter be really 
the case, this would be the first known use of this 
now familiar phrase. On the influence of the 
Antiochian persecution in fixing the Canon of the 
Old Testament, cf. art. “Canon” in Smith’s Bib. 
Diet. 8: ve 

Ver. 58, Every month. The meaning seems 
to be that on a certain day of each month such 
persons were executed as had been found guilty 
of disobeying this edict respecting the destruction 
of all books of the Law. 

Ver. 59. The present book everywhere dis- 


—a probable translation of D7 7QW, with a ref- 
erence not only to the fortification, but to those 
who occupied it. ‘The following verses show in 
what respects this declaration was true. 

Ver. 43. Found pleasure in, evddnnoay Ti. 
The use of this word with the simple dative is 
found in the LXX. only here and in 1 Esdras iv. 
39. It is common after the Macedonian period. 
— Aarpeta avrod, his religion. Cf. ii. 19, 22. The 
word Aatpevo, from Adrpis, a servant, is used in 
the Apocrypha exclusively of the worship of God. 
See 1 Esd. i. 4, iv. 54; Jud. iii, 8; Ecclus. iv. 14; 
3 Mace. vi. 6. 

Ver, 44. Grimm doubts (though on scarcely 
sufficient grounds) the truth of the statement 
here made, that Antiochus issued such orders 
respecting the Hellenizing of all the people of his 
realm, and thinks the idea may have been taken] tinguishes between the altar in the temple and the 
from the similar edict of Nebuchadnezzar found | heathen altars, by using for them @ucimorhpioy 
in Daniel, chap. iii. ‘and Bwyds respectively. 
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Ver. 60. The meaning here, as the following|though in cases of need it was also allowed to 
verse. shows, doubtless is, that these women|them to perform the rite themselves. Cf. Ex. iv. 
“caused their children to be circumcised,” al-| 25. 


CuHapter II. 


1__Iy those days arose Mattathias the son of John, the son’ of Simeon, a priest of 
2 the sons of Joarib from Jerusalem,” and dwelt in Modein.? And he had five sons, 
3, 4 John,* surnamed Gaddis;*° Simon, called Thassi; Judas, called® Maccabzeus ; 
5, 6 Eleazar, called Avaran ; and Jonathan, called’ Apphus. And when he saw the 
7 blasphemous things that took place*® in Juda and Jerusalem, he said, Woe is me, 
wherefore was I born to this to see the ruin® of my people, and the ruin” of the 
holy city, and to stay ™ there, while ” it was delivered into the hand of the enemy, 
8 and™ the sanctuary into the hand of strangers? Her temple hath become as a 
9 man without glory. Her glorious vessels are carried away into captivity, her in- 
10 fants are slain in her streets,!° her young men with the sword of the enemy. What 
11 nation hath not received a share of 1° her kingdom, and gotten of ber spoils? All 
her ornaments are taken away; instead” of a free woman she hath * become a 
12 slave.” And behold, our sanctuary, and * our beauty and our glory, are” laid 
13 waste, and the heathen ” have profaned them.” To what end should ** we live any 
14 longer? And* Mattathias and his sons rent their clothes, and put on sackcloth, 
and mourned very sore. 
15 And * the king’s officers, those who enforced apostasy, came unto ™ the city Mo- 
16 dein, in order to* sacrifice. And when many of Israel came unto them, Matta- 
17 thias * and his sons came together. And the king’s officers answered and spoke ® 
to Mattathias on this wise, Thou art a ruler, and an honored* and great man in 
18 this city, and strong through sons and brethren; now therefore come thou up 
first, and do* the king’s commandment, as all the nations * have done, and* the 
men of Juda, and those that are left in ” Jerusalem, so shalt thou and thine house 
be of * the king’s friends, and thou and thy sons *® shall be honored with silver and 
19 gold, and many gifts.° And * Mattathias answered and spake with a loud voice, 
Though all the nations that are in the king’s realm obey him, so that they have 
fallen ** away every one from the religion of his fathers, and have accepted for 
20 themselves ** his commandments, yet * will I and my sons and my brethren walk in 
21 the covenant of our fathers. Be it far from us to** forsake law * and ordi- 
22 nances.*® We will not hearken to the king’s words, to turn aside * from our relig- 
23 ion, to the ® right hand, or the left. And* when he ceased ” speaking these words, 
there came up a man who was a Jew in the sight of all to sacrifice on the altar 
24 which was at Modein, according to the king’s commandment. And when Matta- 


Vers. 1-5.—14A. V.: the son (tov). 2 (Of. Com.) 8 Modin (I shall hereafter write ‘‘ Modein,’”’ without further 
notice). - 4 Joannan (I adopt Iwdvyys with Fritzsche, from TIT. X. 28. 44. 52. 55. 56. al.). 5 called (émuxadovuevos) 
Caddis (so text. rec. ; III. 23. 44. al. Ald. Vulg., yaddis; X. 19. 64., yadda. Cf. LAX. at Numb. xiii. 38, Paddé). 8 who { 
was called. 7 whose surname was (Codd. III. X. al. read kadovpevos ; text. rec., émikadovpevos). 8 blasphemies 
that were committed (it refers to both words and acts). 

Vers. 6-9. —9 A. V.: born to see this misery (1i rodro eyevvjOnv iSetv 7d civ TpLYLWA). 10 omits the ruin (as 19. 71. 
93.). ll dwell (ka@iocar. It seems to get the meaning given above through the context). ‘ 12 when. 13 (Omitted 
by III. X. 56. al.) 14 is. 15 the streets (1 adopt adrjs from III. X. 28. 44. al., with Fritzsche). ae 

Vers. 10-14.— 16 A. V.: had a part in. 17 omits instead. 18 ig. 19 bond slave. 20 sanctuary (7a &yva Her), 
even. 21 js. 22 Gentiles (usually rendered ‘“ heathen,” or ‘‘ nations,’ in our book). 23 it. 24 therefore shall. 
25 

aoe — A. V.: In the mean while. 27 such as compelled the people to revolt came into. 28 to make 
them. 29 M. also. 30 Then answered (cf. Com.) the king’s officers and said. 31 honourable. 82 strengthened 
with. 33 thou first (mpdceAGe mp@Tos, t. €., come up first). 84 fulfil. 35 likeas.... heathen. 86 yea, and. 
87 also, and such as remain at. 38 in the number of. 39 children. 40 rewards (see Com.). 41 Then. 
#2 under... dominion (év otk THs BactAcias). 43 and (the infin.) fall. 44 their fathers and give consent to 
(qipeticavTo éy, The verb in this construction means to choose gladly for the purpose of holding to. Of. 2 Ohnan, 
xxix. 11, Heb. and Greek. Wahl’s Clawis gives it here, as middle, the sense of precepta servanda sibi sumere). It. 

23. 55. al., kaya 3 text. rec., add’ eyd. 
RENE an A. Vins God forbid (see Com.) that we should. 47 the law. 48 the ordinances. 4 to go. 
50 either on the. 51 Now. 52 had left. 53 came one of the Jews. 
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thias saw it,! he was inflamed with zeal, and trembled inwardly ; and he gave reiu 
25 to his anger, as was right, and? ran, and slew him upon the altar. Also the king’s 
commissioner,®? who compelled men to sacrifice, he killed at that time, and the altar 
26 he pulled down. And he acted 4 zealously for the law, as ° Phinees did unto Zam- 
bri son * of Salom. 
27. And Mattathias cried out in” the city with a loud voice, saying, Every one 
28 who® is zealous for® the law, and keepeth?° covenant, let him follow me. And™ 
he and his sons fled into the mountains, and left all that ” they had in the city. 
29 Then many that sought after justice and judgment went down into the wilder- 
30 ness, to dwell there, they # and their sons, and their wives, and their cattle ; 
31 because the troubles * increased upon ** them. And” it was told the king’s ser- 
vants, and the troops'® that were” at Jerusalem, im” the city of David, that 
men,” who had broken the king’s commandment, had ” gone down into the hiding- 
32 places *% in the wilderness. And many pursued after them, and having over- 
taken them, they camped against them, and made war against them on the sab- 
33 bath day. And they said unto them, Enough!” Come forth, and do according to 
34 the commandment of the king, and you shall live. And” they said, We will not 
come forth, neither will we do the king’s commandment, to profane the sabbath 
35, 36 day. And they hastened the battle against them.” And * they answered them 
not, neither cast they a stone at them, nor stopped up ™ the hiding-places, saying,” 
37 Let us die all in our innocence ; * heaven and earth will * testify for us, that you 
88 put us to death wrongfully. And they rose up against them in battle on the sab- 
bath, and they perished,™ with their wives and their ® children, and their cattle, to 
the number of a thousand people.* 
39  And* when Mattathias and his friends learned of it,°* they mourned for them 
40 right sore. And one of them said to another,®® If we all do as our brethren have 
done, and fight not for our lives and ordinances “ against the heathen, they will 
41 now quickly root us out of * the earth. And at that time * they resolved and an- 
nounced, Whosoever may “ come against us to battle * on the sabbath day, we 
will fight against him, and not * die all, as our brethren perished in the hiding- 
42 places.” Then assembled * there unto him a company of Asidzans, valiant men of 
43 Israel, every one who voluntarily devoted himself for “ the law. Also all they that 
fled from the troubles ® joined themselves unto them, and became* a stay unto them. 
44 And they collected an army,” and smote sinful men in their anger, and apostates in 
45 their wrath; and * the rest fled to the heathen for safety.“ And * Mattathias and 
46 his friends went round about, and pulled down their © altars ; and as many children 
as " they found in the bounds * of Israel uncircumcised, they circumcised by force. 
47 They pursued also the insolent foe, and the work prospered in their hand. 
48 And* they recovered the law out of the hand of the heathen,” and out of the 
hand of the kings, and they suffered not ® the sinner to triumph. 


Vers. 24-26. —1 A..V.: Which thing....M. saw. 2 his reins trembled, neither could he forbear to show (lit., 
and he brought up) his anger according to judgment: wherefore he. 3 (Lit., man.) 4 Thus dealt he. 5 of God, 
like as. 6 the son. 

Vers. 27-382. —7A. V.: cried thoughout. 8 Whosoever. ® of. 10 maintaineth the (cf. Com.). 11 So. 
12 that ever. 18 both they. 14 children. 15 afflictions (marg., evils). 16 sore upon. 17 Now when. 
18 host (see Com.). 19 was. 20 (See Com.) 21 certain men (lit., men of the kind who), 22 were. 23 secret 
places (cf. i. 58. 'They were caves, of which there were many in the wilderness of J udzea). 24 they pursued after 


them a great number. 

Vers. 83-88. — 25 A. V.: Let that which you have done hitherto suffice (lit., wntid now, ws rod viv. TI adopt, with 
Fritzsche and others, the reading of III. X. 28, 44. 52. and many other MSS., omitting ixavov). 26 But. 27 So then 
+++. gave them the battle with all speed. 28 Howbeit. 29 omits up. 80 places where they lay hid; but said. 
81 innocency (marg., Gr., simplicity). 82 shall. 83 So. 34 slew them (amé@avov). 85 omits their (as 44. 71.). 
86 Lit., souls of men. : 

Vers. 39-42, —37 A. V.: Now. 88 understood hereof. 89 (Lit., @ man said to his neighbor, which is 2 common 
Hebraism.) 49 laws (8icavwydrwv), 41 (Lit., destroy us from.) 42 At that time therefore. 4 decreed (é8ovAcv- 
avo) saying. 44 shall. 45 to make battle with us. 46 neither will we. #7 that were murdered ....in the 
secret places. 48 came (cuvyxOncar). 4° Asideans (Fritzsche receives "AcvSaiwv from III. 44. 62. 64. 106. 248. Co. 
Ald. 5 text. rec., "Iovdaiwv), who were mighty men of Israel, even all such as were . . . . devoted unto. 

Vers. 48-48. — 50 A. V.: for persecution (see Com.). were. 52 So they joined their forces (cuvecrjcavro Sbvapev). 
583 wicked men... . but. 54 succour. 55 Then. 56 the (Fritzsche receives avt@v from III. 28. 44. 55. al.). 
57 what children soever. 58 within the coast. 59 those they .... valiantly (marg., by force). 80 after the proud 
men (lit., sons of insolence), 61 So, 62 the Gentiles. 63 of kings, neither suffered they. 6 Lit., and gave not 
a horn to the sinner. 
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And? when the time drew near that Mattathias should die, he said unto his 
sons, Now hath insolence and correction? gotten strength, and the time of destruc- 
tion, and furious anger.? And now* my sons, be ye zealous for the law, and give 
your lives for the covenant of your fathers. Call to remembrance what acts our 
fathers did in their time;° so shall ye receive great glory ® and an everlasting 
name. Was not Abraham found faithful in temptation, and it was imputed unto 
him for righteousness? Joseph in the time of his distress kept the commandment, 
and became‘ Jord of Egypt. Phinees our father for his fervent zeal® obtained 
the covenant of an everlasting priesthood. Jesus for fulfilling the word-became ® 
a judge in Israel. Caleb’ for bearing witness before the congregation received a 
heritage of" land. David through his piety ” possessed the throne of an eyerlast- 
ing kingdom. Elias for being fervently zealous ™ for the law was taken up even 
into heaven. Ananias, Azarias, and Misael, by believing were saved out of the 
61 flame. Daniel for his innocence * was delivered from the mouth of lions. And 
thus consider with respect to ** all ages, that none that hope” in him shall be over- 
come.’* And fear not before the words of a sinful man; for his glory shall be- 
come ® dung and worms. To-day he will ™ be lifted up, and to-morrow he shall not 
be found, because he hath * returned into his dust, and his thought hath * come to 
nothing. And * you my sons, be strong,” and show yourselves men in behalf *° of 
the law ; for by it shall you obtain glory. And behold, I know that your brother 
Simeon™ is a man of counsel, give ear unto him alway; he shall be a father unto 
you. And* Judas Maccabeeus, a mighty warrior from his youth up, he shall be 
leader of your army,” and fight * the battle of, the people.** Take also unto you 
all those that observe the law, and avenge ye™ your people. Recompense fully 
the heathen, and take heed to the commandments of the law. And *’ he blessed them, 
and was gathered to his fathers. And he died in the hundred forty and sixth year, 
and his sons buried him in the sepulchres of his fathers at Modein, and all Israel 
made great lamentation for him. 





49 
50 


52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60, 


62 
63. 


64 
65 


66 
67 
68 
69 
70 


Vers. 49-54. 1A. V.: Now. 2 pride and rebuke (éAeypés, i. e., our ‘‘ chastisement, correction ”’). 3 the wrath 
of indignation (dpyy évp.00). 4 now therefore. 5 (Marg., Gr., generations.) 6 honour (cf. ver. 64). 7 was 
made. 8 in being zealous and fervent (év To GnA@oau CHAov). 

Vers. 55-61. —9 A. V.: was made. 10 (XaA€p.) 11 the heritage of the (see Com.). 22 for being merciful. 
18 zealous and fervent (cf. ver. 54). 14 omits even (éws, as far as; III. 55. 56. al., as. Of, LXX. at 2 Kings ii. 1). 
15 innocency. 16 ye throughout («ard). 17 put their trust (€Amigovtes). 18 Lit., be weak. 

Vers. 62-70, —19 A. V.: Fear not then. 20 shall be (eis followed by the accus.). 21 shall. 22 is. 
(Stadoyropu.ds. - Often used for ‘ plans *’ in the plur.) is 24 Wherefore. 25 valiant. 26 the behalf. 


23 thought 
27 Simon 


(so 64. only ; but everywhere else this is the usual form in the Greek). 28 As for. 29 Maccabeus (I shall write 
“‘ Maceabseus ’’ in all cases. The word has the article in IIT. 64. 106.) he hath been mighty and strong, even... . youth 
up, let him be your captain (apywv otpartias). 30 (Marg., fight ye ; III. 52. 55. al. Co. Ald., roAcuyoere.) 31 people 


(see Com.). 82 the wrong of (éxéicjoate exdixnow = fully avenge. Cf. following ver.). 33 So. 
Cuapter II. 
Ver. 1. Grimm, with many of the older com-| &dofos. This expression was doubtless meant to 


mentators and the margin of the A. V., would 
translate, “arose from Jerusalem,” connecting 
the phrase “from Jerusalem” directly with the 
verb avécrn. But Keil, following Wahl, main- 
tains that this is not only against the context, 
which represents Modein as the paternal resi- 
dence (verses 17, 70), but gives a wrong meaning 
to the verb avéorn joined with amd, which could 
scarcely refer to one’s removing his permanent 
residence from one place to another. — Modein, 
Mwdely. The question of the situation of this 
place is still in dispute. Hitzig (Geschichte, ii. 450), 
with some others, fixes on the solitary heights of 
the village E]-Burdsch, about fifteen Roman miles 
west from Jerusalem. The best modern Critics, 
however, find it in the neighborhood of El- 
Mediyeh, to the north of the last-named place. 
(Cf. Schenkel’s Bib. Lex., s.v.) In Josephus, 
both the form Mdecty and Mwdietu occur. 

Ver. 2. On the meaning of the word Macca- 
beus, cf, Introd. 

Ver. 8. As aman without glory, as avhp 





correspond to a common Hebrew phrase, “ the 
house of a dishonored man.” So Michaelis, Keil, 
Grimm, and others. 

Ver. 10. What nation. In the Syrian army 
there was a great diversity of peoples repre- 
sented, including Philistines, Ammonites, Moab- 
ites, Samaritans, Assyrians, Chaldeans, Greeks, 
and Macedonians. 

Ver. 16. Many of Israel. These Jews had 
apostatized, and came for the purpose of partici- 
pating in these heathen rites. 


Ver. 17. Answered, arexplOncav. This word 
corresponds to the Hebrew 772¥, and is used to 


introduce a conversation or speech, only when 
something has preceded which was in fact, or 
which implied, an expression of opinion or pur- 
pose of which it is the answer. Here it was the 
well-known attitude of Mattathias and his family, 
or that of the apostate Jews. — A ruler, 7. e., he 
was the priest and head of his family. 

Ver. 18. Gifts, drocroAats. This word, in 
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the sense here given, is also found in the LXX. 
at 1 Kings ix. 16; 1 Esd. ix. 51, 54; 2 Mace. ili. 
2. It belongs to the later Greek. 

Ver. 21. “IAews. This word, translated in the 
A. V. “God forbid,” means “ merciful,” 7. e., 
may God be merciful if such a thing happen! 
On the improper translation given to the corre- 
sponding Hebrew words bb mon (see 2 Sam. 
xx. 20; xxiii. 17) in our English version, cf. Plea 
fora New English Version of the Scriptures, Lon- 
don, Macmillan and Co., 1864, p. 281 ff. 

Ver. 25. Josephus (Antiq., xii. 6, § 2) names 
the official of the king here mentioned “ Apelles, 
the king’s general ;”’ probably the same, accord- 
ing to Grimm, whom he elsewhere calls “ Bac- 
chides” (Jud. Beil., i. 1,§ 3). The statement, 
however, like many others by Josephus, is in con- 
tradiction with what is related of this officer in 
our book. i 

Ver. 26. Zambri. Cf. Num. xxv. 14. 

Ver. 27. Keepeth covenant. ‘The article is 
wanting before d:a0jenv. While the covenant 
with God is probably meant, the words are to be 
taken apparently in a general sense: “he who 
means to be a covenant keeper.” 

Ver. 29. Justice and judgment. These words 
are usually found in a reverse order. The mean- 
ing is that those whose aim was to om, en to 
the law of judgment and justice as laid down in 
the Mosaic books sought a refuge with Matta- 
thias. — Into the wilderness, 7. ¢., the so-called 
“wilderness of Judea” which lay west of the 
Dead Sea. It was not without sufficient vegeta- 
tion to support the flocks and herds of these fugi- 
tives. 

Ver. 31. Troops, duvvduecw. This is the com- 
mon Greek word for a force of soldiers in the 
present book. — City of David. The garrison in 
the fortress is meant, which was called “city of 
David” in distinction from Jerusalem as a whole. 
Cf. i. 33. Josephus, with his usual exaggeration, 
says that the whole garrison took part in this 
expedition. (Cf. Antig., xii. 6, § 2.) — Hiding- 
places. At the time of David’s flight before 
Saul these caves of the wilderness of Judza are 
alluded to. Cf. 1 Sam. xxiv. 3. 

Ver. 32. On the Sabbath day. Well aware 
of the observance of this day by the Jews, they 
rightly judged that from religious scruples they 
would offer no resistance if attacked at such a 
time. The word for Sabbath is in the plural, as 
in the LXX. generally, and in the New Testa- 
ment. Cf. Winer, p. 177. 

Ver. 34. To profane the Sabbath day. It is 
not meant here that the Jews would regard the 
participation in heathen sacrifices as wrong only 
on the Sabbath. They refer rather to the evacu- 
ation of the cave and the necessary secular ac- 
tivities attendant upon it, which in their view 
would have been such a profanation. 

Ver. 36. Answered them not. Some (Gro- 
tius) would translate the verb here by resisted. 
But the idea seems to be that the Jews did not 
reply to the enemy’s preparations to attack, and 
their actual onset, by a similar, counter activity. 

Ver. 37. Innocence. Lit., simplicity, awAdrntt. 
It refers to the simplicity and purity of their 
purpose in the observance of the Mosaic law. Cf. 
the LXX. version of Susanna, verse 63: of ved- 
TEepot laKkwB ayamntol ev TH arAdryTt adTay. 

Ver. 41. This resolution was quite in har- 
mony with the spirit of the Mosaic law respect- 
ing the Sabbath. It enjoined abstinence simply 
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from unnecessary secular labor. Cf. Matt. xii. 
2-11, with Ex. xx. 10, xxxi. 14f., and Deut. vy. 
14, 


Ver. 42, A company of Asidwans (O° T OT 


= the pious). According to Schiirer (J. c., p. 89) 
and others this name is applied to all those who 
assembled themselves about Judas Maccabeus in 
his wars with the enemies of Israel. But in chap. 
vii. 8, these “ Asidwans” are represented as seck- 
ing peace from the Syrians, against the desire of 
Judas and his brethren. This probably would 
not have been the case if they had sustained so 
intimate a relation to this leader. It is more 
likely, therefore, that they were a separate party, 
who held strenuously to the old faith, and co- 
operated with Judas Maccabeus in most of his 
military campaigns. Cf. 2 Macc. xiv. 6. This 
word Chasidim is often found in the Psalms, and 
has also been adopted, as their own designation, 
by a sect of Polish Jews. Cf. Gratz, ji. 2, note 17. 

Ver. 43. Troubles, caxkév. This word is neuter, 
and refers to the miseries which the foes of Is- 
rael had brought upon it. Some were more in- 
fluenced by this fact than by zeal for the law. 

Ver. 44. The persons spoken of as having been 
put to death were probably apostate Jews, as the 
last clause of the verse implies. 

Ver. 45. By force, i. e., they compelled the 
parents to conform to the law in this particular. 

Ver. 48. Recovered the law out of the hand 
of the heathen. It is simply meant that they 
protected those who would observe it. 

Ver. 49. We have here the common formula 
used in the Old Testament to characterize the 
approach of death to distinguished men. Cf. 
Gen. xlix., Deut. xxxiii., Josh. xxiii., 1 Kings ii., 
for accounts of the death of Jacob, Moses, Joshua, 
and David, respectively. — Insolence and cor- 
rection. Insolence of the wicked, and correction 
of the good through their agency. So in the 
next member the two words, furious anger, 6pyn 
@vuod, refer to the divine anger. “It is opyn 
which expresses itself as @6uuzds.” Grimm. 

Ver. 51. Call to remembrance... . so shall 
ye receive. The A. V. has properly rendered 
these two imperatives connected by caf. When 
two imperatives are thus connected, the first con- 
tains sometimes the condition under which the 
action denoted by the second will take place, or 
the second expresses an infallible result. (Winer, 
p. 311.) Giving the usual meaning of and to this 
connective here, however, would not alter the 
sense. 

Vers. 52,53. It was not his being found “ faith- 
ful in temptation ” that was “imputed to Abra- 
ham for righteousness” (Gen. xv. 6), but his faith 
in God. It might be held, however, that the 
former had so close a connection with the latter 
that they might be looked upon as one and the 
same by our writer. Grimm sees in the citation 
of these instances of faithfulness from the past, 
for the purpose of stimulating to heroic deeds (as 
also in Ecclus. xliv. 8-15, and in other parts of 
the present book), an evidence that any hopeful 
view of the future life as a stimulating force was 
wanting at this time. But this inference does 
not follow from this fact. These cases are cited 
because they are examples of rewards obtained 
in the present life as the result of faithfulness; 
and it is to the present life, especially, that Matta- - 
thias is directing his attention. But cf. Introd. 
on the probable point of view from which our 
book was written. 
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Vers. 54,55. Phinees. Cf. Numb. xxy. 11- 
138. He was the priestly ancestor of Mattathias. 
—desus. Joshua is meant, this being the usual 
form of his name in Greek. 

Ver. 56. Heritage of land, i. ¢., the city of 
Hebron. 

Ver. 57. For being merciful (A. V.). This 
is referred by some to Dayid’s treatment of Saul 
(1 Sam. xxiv. 4 ff.). But it would seem better, 
with Grimm, Keil, and others, to take ZAeos here 
in the more general sense of piety, as it is often 
used in our books. It doubtless stands for the 


Hebrew TDI, and has the meaning of this word 


as used at Hos. vi. 6; Jer. ii. 2. Cf. Cremer’s 
Lex., s.v. — Everlasting kingdom. These words, 
if taken literally, and the circumstances are con- 
sidered in which they were uttered,— namely, after 
the political kingdom of David had long since 
passed away, — would appear to make the infer- 
ence natural that the faith in a coming Messiah, 
who should be of the seed of David, was at this 
time not wholly extinct. Still the promise, sim- 
ply as a promise to David, may have been thought 
of, without special consideration for its deeper 
import. Cf., however, iv. 46; xiv. 41; and our 
Introd. to this book. 

Ver. 60. Daniel for his innocence. Cf., 
above, verse 37. This illustration and those of 
the previous verse are taken from the Book of 
Daniel itself, as is evident from the order in 
which they are given, and not from any oral 
traditions of the period. Michaelis (Com., ad /oc.) 
says: “One sees from this verse that the third 
chapter of Daniel, against which so many special 
objections have been made, stood at that time in 
Daniel, and was held by the priest Mattathias 
for genuine.” But Gratz, on the other hand, sees 
in this evident recognition of the Book of Daniel 
a suspicious circumstance. He says (Geschichte, 
ii. 2, p.325): “ The admonition put into the mouth 
of the dying Mattathias cannot be wholly authen- 








tic. For Daniel and his three companions are 
referred to, which presupposes the existence of 
the Book of Daniel, that owes its origin to the 
necessities of the time of the Maccabees.” This 
is an easy way to dispose of the matter, but is far 
from being a satisfactory one. If the account of 
our book did not come from the Book of Daniel, 
how is the fact that Daniel is mentioned after the 
three friends, who were so far inferior to him in 
reputation, and whose experience was far less 
important than his, to be accounted for? Cf. 
also 3 Mace. vi. 5 f. The inference of Grimm 
seems to be the only reasonable one (Com., p. 49): 
“So these examples are hardly taken from an 
oral tradition (as then, also, the corresponding 
contents of the Book of Daniel] are hardly derived 
from such a tradition. See Hitzig on Daniel, p. 
viil.), but from the Book of Daniel itself, which 
brings them forward in the same order.” 

Ver. 62. Words of a sinful man, 7. e., his 
commands and threatenings. For passages con- 
taining the same thought as the remainder of the 
verse, cf. Ps. Ixxxiii. 10; Is. Ixvi. 24. 

Ver. 66. Battle of the people. Are the Is- 
raelites here meant?” So the majority of com- 
mentators have supposed, referring to iii. 2, and 
supposing that Aa@y corresponds to the Hebrew 
DOVEY, which is employed sometimes to denote 
the tribes of Israel.. But this Hebrew word is 
only used in this sense when it has a suffix, and 
it is confined even then to the Pentateuch. And 
the LXX. renders it uniformly by 6 Aads or To 
yévos, 2. e., employs the article. The passage, 
iii. 2, cannot be considered as expressing the same 
thought with the present one. It might be better, 
therefore, with Wahl (Clavis, s. v.) and Keil, to 
refer the word Aa@y in the present instance to 
heathen peoples. 

Ver. 70. Sepulchres of his fathers. 
marks below, xiii. 27. 


See re- 


CuApPtTerR III. 


1, 2 


Anp ‘his son Judas, called Maccabeus, rose up in his stead. And all his 


brethren helped him, and all, as many as had united themselves 2 with his father, 


3 and they fought with cheerfulness the 

his people far and wide,* and put on 
4 
5 


battles ? of Israel. And he won honor for 
armor as a hero,® and girt his weapons of 


war © about him; and he waged wars,’ protecting the army ® with Ais sword. And 
he was like a lion in his acts,® and like a lion’s whelp roaring for prey."? And ™ he 


pursued transgressors,” and sought them out, and burnt up ™ those that harassed 
6 his people. And the transgressors lost courage” for fear of him, and all the work- 
ers of iniquity were thrown into disorder ; and the work of deliverance * prospered 
7 in his hand. He brought bitter sorrow also to ” many kings, and made Jacob glad 
8 with his acts ; and his memory shall be blessed ** for ever. And he went through 
the cities of Juda, and destroyed * the ungodly out of it,”4 and turned * away wrath 


Vers. 1-3.—1 A. V.: Then. 
great honour (émAdruve Sdfav). 


doubtless 23, which meant also ‘‘ hero ’’). 


Vers. 4-6. —9 A. V.: In hisacts... 
14 vexed. 


. a lion. 


2 so did all they that held. 
5 a breastplate (@épaxa) as a giant (the Hebrew word so rendered into Greek was 


6 warlike harness. 


10 his prey. 
15 Wherefore the wicked (see ver. 5) shrunk (cvveordAyoayr). 


8 battle (lit., warred the war). 4 So he gat his.... 


7 made battles. 8 host (see Com.). 


12 the wicked (see Com.). 18 (See Com.) 
16 troubled (the same word is translated 


11 For. 


“vexed *? just before ; but here it is strengthened by the preposition ov¥v, except in 19. 64. 93.) : because (xa/) salvation 


(deliverance from the Syrian yoke is meant). 
Vers. 7, 8. —17 A. V.: grieved also (kai émixpave). 
19 Moreover. 20 J., destroying. 


21 of them (éé avrav, 19. 56. 64. 93.). 


18 memorial is blessed (rd wyvnudovvov aiTod eis evAoyiar). 
22 turning. 
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9 from Israel. And? he was renowned 2 unto the utmost part of the earth, and he 
gathered together ® such as were ready to perish.* 
10  And® Apollonius gathered heathen ® together, and a great army” out of Sama- 
11 ria, to fight against Israel. And when Judas learned of it, he went forth to meet 
him; and he® smote him, and slew him; and many fell slain, and? the rest fled. 
12 And they ™ took their spoils; and Judas took Apollonius’ sword; and he fought 
18 therewith all ” his life long. And when Seron, the leader 18 of the army of Syria, 
heard that Judas had gathered a multitude * and a company of the faithful, who 
14 also went2° out with him to war, he said, I will make myself a name and I will be 
honored” in the kingdom ; and ¥ J will fight Judas * and them that are with him, 
15 who set at nought ” the king’s commandment. And he undertook a second cam- 
paign ; # and there went up ” with him a mighty army 28 of the ungodly to help him 
16 and to be avenged on the sons * of Israel. And when he came near to the ascent * 
17 of Bethoron, Judas went forth to meet him ** with a small company. But” when 
they saw the army * coming to meet them, they ® said unto Judas, How shall we 
be able, being few,” to fight against a multitude so great and strong? Weare also 
18 faint, having eaten nothing to-day ?** And ® Judas answered, It is easy *° for many 
to be given into * the hands of a few ; and with the God of ® heaven it is all one, to 
19 save by many or by few.®* For victory in battle is not through the multitude of 
20 an army ;*” but from heaven cometh the strength.” They come against us in much 
pride ® and iniquity to destroy us, and our wives and our 40 children, and to spoil 
21, 22 us; but we fight for our lives and our customs.t And the Lord * himself will 
23 overthrow “8 them before our face; and as for you, be ye not afraid of them. And 
when“! he had left off speaking, he leaped suddenly upon them, and Seron 45 and 
24 his army were overthrown ** before him. And they pursued him “7 from the de- 
scent “8 of Bethoron unto the plain; and there fell * about eight hundred men of 
25 them; but the residue fled into the land of the Philistines. And the fear and 
the dread of Judas and his brethren began *! to fall upon the heathen * round about 
26 them. And his name reached even®™ the king; and every nation * talked of the 
battles of Judas. 
27. But when the king ® Antiochus heard these things, he was very angry ; 56 and ot 
28 he sent and gathered togethér all the forces of his realm, a®* very strong army. He 
opened also his treasury,” and gave his® soldiers pay for a year, and commanded 
29 them to be ready for any service. And he saw that the money from his treasure- 





Ver. 9.—1 A. V.: so that. 2 (Lit., named.) 3 received unto him. 4 See Com. 

Vers. 10-12. —5 ‘A. V.: Then. 6 the Gentiles. 7 host. 8 Which thing when J. perceived. 9 so he. 
10 him (IIT. X. 28. 44. 55. 62. al. omit avzdy after amékrecvev): many also fell down slain, but. 11 Wherefore 
Judas (I read éAaBov, with III. X. 19. 56. Syr., which is supported by Michaelis, Apel, Grimm, and Keil, but not by 
Fritzsche, who retains éAoBe of the teat. rec.). 12 and Apollonius’ sword also, and therewith he fought all. 

Vers. 13-15.—18 A. V.: Now when....a prince (see Co7.). 14 heard say. 15 unto him a multitude (lit., 
gathered a gathering. See Com.). 16 and company of the faithful (see Com.) to go (Fritzsche receives cat before 
éxmopevonévwy from IIT. X. 44. 56. 62. al. Co. Ald. ; text. rec. omits). 17 get me a name and honour. 18 for. 
19 go fight with J. 20 despise (kaé is prefixed by III. 44. 71. 74. 106. 243. Co. Ald.). 21 So he made him ready to go 
up (the words rod avaBjvar are omitted by III, X. 28, 52. 56. al. See Com.). 22 went. 23 host. 24 of the 
children. 

Vers. 16-18. — 25 A. V.: going up (the preceding verb is in the plur. in the text. rec. Fritzsche adopts the sing. from 
IIT. X. 19. 44. 56. 62. 64. al. Co. Ald.). 26 (“them ” in the teat. rec. Codd. III. X. 19. 55. al. Co. Ald. have the sing.) 
27 who. 28 host. 29 omits they. °° so few. 31 so great a multitude and So strong, seeing we are ready to faint 
with fasting all thisday. %? Unto whom. 33 no hard matter. 34 shut up in (ovyxAero@qvat. I render freely, but 
according to the obvious sense). 85 the God of (the words, rod Oeod, are omitted by IIT. 44. 71. 74. 106, 248. Co. Ald). 
86 deliver with a great multitude, or a small company. 

Vers. 19-21. — 87 A. V.; the victory of battle standeth not in... .a host. 88 strength cometh from heaven. 


39 (marg., in multitude of pride. The Greek is év AjGe, the latter probably for ke as often in the LXX., and may 
therefore refer to quantity. Grimm and Keil support the rendering of Grotius: cwm multa superbia et injuria.) 
40 omits our (as 71.). 41 laws (vouiuer). 

Vers. 22-24, —42 A. V.: Wherefore the Lord (19. 64. 93. have x¥ptos for avrés). 43 overthrow (cvvtpive. The 
rendering is hardly strong enough. This Greek word was used by Polybius (vy. 47, 1) in the sense of crushing an enemy ; 


it probably stands for 72). 44 Now as soon as. 45 so Seron. 46 host was overthrown (see vers. 22, 85, 
éxrptwat ; and cf. iv. 10; xiv. 31, et passim). 47 them (so III. 23. 44. 55. 62. 71. al. Co. Ald,). 48 going down. 
49 where were slain. 60 and. : : 

Vers. 25-27. —5! A. V.: Then began the fear of J. and his brethren, and an exceeding great dread (H wréy; 19. 64. 
98. add avrav). 52 nations. 58 insomuch as his fame came unto. 54 all nations. 55 Now when king. 
56 full of indignation (@pylcOy duu). 57 wherefore. 58 even a. 


Vers. 28-380. — 59 A. Y.: treasure. 60 (Omitted by X. 19. 93.) 61 year, commanding .... whensoever he should 


1 MACCABEES. 493 





chests failed,’ and that? the tributes of? the country were small, because of the 
dissension and desolation,* which he had brought upon the land in ‘taking away 
30 the customs ® which had been from early times ; and he * feared that he should not 
have means, as once and again, for the expenses, and the presents which he had 
formerly given with liberal hand, and had gone beyond’ the kings that were be- 
31 fore him. And he was® greatly perplexed in his mind, and® determined to go 
into Persia, and” to take the tributes of the countries, and to gather together # 
32 much money. And he left behind ” Lysias, a man of note, and of royal descent, 
to oversee * the affairs of the king from the river Euphrates unto the borders of 
34 Egypt, and to bring up his son Antiochus, until he came again. And” he de- 
livered unto him half of the ** forces, and the elephants; and he gave him orders 
concerning all things that he had resolved upon, and” concerning them that dwelt 
35 in Judea and Jerusalem; that he * should send an army against them, to destroy * 
and root out * the strength of Israel, and the remnant of Jerusalem, and should 
36 take away their memorial from the place; and that he should settle aliens” in 
37 all their borders,* and divide their land by lot. And the king took with him the re- 
maining half of the forces,“ and departed from Antioch, his royal city, in * the hun- 
dred forty and seventh year; and he crossed over the river Euphrates, and went: 
through the upper *° countries. 
388 And* Lysias chose Ptolemy * the son of Dorymenes, and Nicanor, and Gorgias,. 
39 valiant * men of the king’s friends ; and with them he sent forty thousand footmen,™ 
and seven thousand horsemen, to go into the land of Juda, and to destroy it, as the: 
40 king commanded. And * they went forth with all their army,® and came and en-. 
41 camped near ** Emmaus in the plain.** And the merchants of the country heard 
the report of them; and they took very much silver and gold, and fetters,® and 
came into the camp to buy * the children of Israel for slaves. An army also from 
42 Syria and from the land of the Philistines * joined themselves unto them. And 
when ® Judas and his brethren saw that their troubles increased, and that the armies. 
encamped in their borders, and knew what things the king had given commandment: 
43 should be done to the people for their destruction and annihilation,” they said one to: 
another, Let us restore the desolation “ of our people, and let us fight for our people: 
44 and the sanctuary.*! And the troop ” gathered together, that they might be ready for 
45 battle, and that they might pray, and ask mercy and compassion. And Jerusalem was. 
uninhabited ** as a wilderness, there was none of her children that went in or out ;: 
the sanetuary also was trodden down, and aliens were in the fortress. It was a habi- 
tation for the heathen ;* and joy was taken from Jacob, and pipe and harp ceased. 
46 And they assembled ** together, and came to Massepha,” over against Jerusalem ;, 
47 for Massepha was a* place where they prayed aforetime in Israel. And* they: 
fasted that day, and put on sackcloth, and cast ashes upon their heads, and rent their 


33 


ay 


need them (marg., Gr., at every need). 1 Nevertheless when... . of his treasures failed. 2 that (the force of the 

’ preceding ore is continued). ¢ in. 4 plague. 5 laws. 6 of old time ; he. 7 be able to bear the charges 
any longer, nor to nave such gifts to give so liberally as he did before : for he had abounded above. (Others would make 
the last yerb trans., as at 2 Cor. iy. 15, ix. 8, with the preceding a for its object, which he had richly bestowed.) 

Vers. 31-34. —8 A. V.: Wherefore, being. 9 he. 10 there. 11 omits together. 12 So he left. 13 nobles. 
man, and one of the blood royal. 14 (Lit., over.) 15 Moreover. 16 the half of his. 17 and gave him charge. 
of .... would have done, as also. 

Vers. 85-37. — 18 A. V.: Juda... . fo wit that he. 19 destroy (éxrpias. Of. vers. 22, 23). 20 root out (e&dpar, 
gen. rendered, “‘ destroy ” in the A. V.). 21 to take away... . that place. 22 he should place (katouxyoat. I give it 
the trans. sense, with Wahl, Keil, and others, although the usual word used in this sense is katouxigw, and Grabe, with 
Breitinger, with X. 62. so change the former verb) strangers (cf. ver. 45). 23 quarters. 4 So.... took the half of; 
the forces that remained (not clear). 25 omits in. 26 having passed. ...he went.... high. 

Vers. 38-40. —27 A. V.: Then. 28 Ptolemee. 29 mighty (rendered properly, ‘‘ valiant,’’ in ver. 58). 30 foot. 
men (infantry are clearly meant). 31 So. 82 power. %3 pitched by. 34 plain country. 

Vers. 41, 42. —%* A. V.: hearing the fame of them, took silver and gold very much, with servants (see Com.) 
36 (Lit., to take). 37 a power also of Syria and of... . Philistines (aAAofvAwv. The Philistines are often so named, 
and the connection seems to make it plain that they are meant. But cf. iv. 12). 38 Now when. 39 miseries were 
multiplied (émAn9vv0n 72 Kaxd) and that the forces did encamp themselves... . for they knew how the king.... to 
destroy the people and utterly abolish them. 

Vers. 48-45. — 49 A. V.: decayed estate. 41 (rev aylwy, i. e., ‘‘ holy things,” which naturally includes the “ sance 
tuary;” but for the latter, distinctively, we find 7d ayiacua, ver. 45; i, 21, 36, 37, et passim.) © Then was the con- 
gregation. 43 Now J. lay void. 44 kept the strong hold (cf. iv. 2): the heathen had their habitation in that place 
(Jerusalem is meant, not the citadel). 45 the pipe with the harp ceased. , 

Vers. 46, 47.45 A. V.: Wherefore the Israelites assembled themselves. 47 Maspha (cf. Com.). 48 in Maspha 
twas the. 49 Then. 
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48 clothes. And they unrolled} the book of the law, one of those for which * the 
heathen had sought in order? to paint the likenesses of their idols upon them. 
49 They brought also the priests’ garments, and the firstfruits, and the tithes ; and = 
50 Nazarites they presented,® who had accomplished their days. And they cried aloud 
toward heaven, saying, What shall we do with these, and whither shall we carry 
51 them away? And’ thy sanctuary is trodden down and profaned, and thy priests 
52 are in mourning, and humiliation.’ And lo, the heathen are assembled together 
against us to destroy us; what things they intend® against us, thou knowest. 
58, 54 How shall we be able to stand before ” them, except thou help us ?2 And they 
55 sounded with the #2 trumpets, and cried with a loud voice. And after this Judas set 
leaders 18 over the people, chiefs’* over thousands, and over hundreds, and over 
56 fifties, and over tens. And he said to them that were building houses, or had be- 
trothed wives, or were planting vineyards, or were fearful,” that they should return, 
57 every man to his house,’* according to the law. And the army removed, and en- 
58 camped southward from™ Emmaus. And Judas said, Arm yourselves, and be 
valiant men, and be in readiness against the morning, to” fight with these 
heathen,” that are assembled together against us to destroy us and our sanctuary.” 
59 For dt ¢s better for us to die in battle, than to look upon the evils” of our people 
60 and our sanctuary. Nevertheless, as heaven’s will is, so let it™ do. 





Ver. 48.—1 A. V.: laid open (éferéracav. Cf. Luke iv. 17, where another verb is used, but with the same general 
meaning as here). 2 law, wherein (epi v. Gen. of category. See Com.). 3 omits in order. 4 likeness 
of their images (Fritzsche receives the words rod émvypdpew én’ adrov from 565. 71. 74. 248. Co. Ald., which are wanting 
in the text. rec. The A.V. has in the margin: ‘“‘for the which the heathen had made diligent search, that they 
might paint therein the likeness of their idols ’’). 

Vers. 49-52. —5 A. V.: stirred up (jyecpav. It means here they ranged, set out, presented, i. e., along with the other 
things mentioned). 6 Then cried they with a loud voice (éBonoav pwvy. Codd. 52. 93. add jeyaAn). 7 For (cf. 


yer. 43). 8 are in heaviness, and brought low. 
Vers. 53-56. —10 A. V.: aguinst. 
14 even captains. 


9 imagine. 
11 O God, be our help. 
15 But as for such as... . fearful, those he commanded (I adopt, with Grimm and Keil, the reading _ 


12 Then sounded they with. 18 ordained captains. 


elev, from IIT. X. 56. 64. 74. Old Lat. Syr., instead of the plur. of the text. rec. favored by Fritzsche). 18 own 
house. 

Vers. 57-60.—17 A. V.: So the camp .... pitched upon the south side of. 18 see that ye be. 19 that ye may (cf. 
Com.). 20 nations. 21 (Of. ver. 43.) 22 behold the calamities (ta kaxd. ‘‘ Calamities’’ are more usually 


referred to events occurring in the material world). 


23 (Cf. ver. 43.) 


24 the will of God is in heaven, so let him. 


Cuartrer III. 


Ver. 3. Protecting the army with (his) 
sword. The word mapeuBoaAn means both “ camp ” 
and ‘‘army,” but more frequently the latter, in 
our book. The former meaning seems more ap- 
priate here. Judas did not rely on fortifications 
for the protection of his force, but on the might 
of his sword. ‘The word belongs to the Mace- 
donian Greek, and is without the article here on 
account of the poetical style. 

Ver. 5. The word &vouo. is used in the pres- 
ent book chiefly as referring to apostate Jews, 
but may also include the heathen. — Burnt (up) 
those. The language may be regarded as poetic, 
with the meaning of “ destroyed utterly,” or may 
refer to what is related at v. 5, 44 3»2 Mace. viil. 
33. 

Ver. 7. Many kings. Antiochus Epiphanes, 
Eupator, and Demetrius I. are doubtless included. 

Ver. 9. Such as were ready to perish, d7roA- 
Avuévovs. The A. V. gives the sense correctly. 
Grimm supports the view of Michaelis, that it is 
to be rendered who had lost themselves, got lost, in 
harmony with Ps. cxix. 176, Jer. 1. 6, Hzek. 
xxxiv. 6, where Israel is referred to under the 
figure of lost or straying sheep. But Keil calls 
attention to the fact that in the LXX. 7d djro- 
AwAds is used in such cases. He therefore agrees 
with Grotius that our Greek word stands for 
pereuntes in the sense of absque ipso perituros. 

Ver. 10. Apollonius. Cf. i. 29, with 2 Macc. 
y. 24, According to Josephus this Apollonius 





was the military governor, orparnyés, of Samaria, 
and is probably identical with the so-called “ Meri- 
darch” of Samaria mentioned in Antzg., xii. 5, 


§ 5. 
Ver. 18. Seron, the leader of the army of 
Syria. He was leader of that division of the 


Syrian army which operated in the neighborhood 
of Jerusalem now that that of Apollonius had 
been defeated. — A multitude, &@poicua. They 
are further designated as a “company of the 
faithful”’ That is, they are not dignified, in this 
report which came to the ears of Seron, with 
the title of “ soldiers.’ The word moréy is fre- 
quently used in the sense of true, faithful (cf. the 
LXX. at 2 Sam. xx. 19; Prov. xiv. 5; 1 Mace. 
ii. 52; Ecclus. xliv. 20). Some, however, on ac- 
count of the connection, would give it here the 
less ennobling sense of “ believers.” 

Ver. 15. TpocéGero Tod ava Bhvac—went up 
again, i. e., he undertook a second campaign. The 
A. V. followed the Vulgate in translating mpoo- 
é0ero in the sense of preparavit se. On the 
Hebraistic adverbial use of this Greek word, see 
Winer, p. 468, and cf. Luke xx. 11. — Ungodly. 
This word here probably refers to apostate Jews, 
and might perhaps be better rendered by trans- 
gressors. ke 

Ver. 16. Bethhoron. There was an upper and a 
lower Bethhoron separated by a narrow, precipi- 
tous pass. It lay on the boundary line between 
Benjamin and Ephraim. Joshua fought here with 
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the five kings of the Amorites (cf. Josh. x. 16-26; 


Ecclus. xlvi. 6), gaining a complete victory over 
them; and this thought must have given cour- 
age to the small Maccabzan force on the present 
occasion. 

Ver. 24. It would appear from this verse that 
Judas attacked the enemy in the narrow pass be- 
tween the upper and lower Bethhoron. 

Ver. 28. Gave his soldiers pay for a year. 
This gives a hint of the uncertain financial condi- 
tion of the kingdom of Antiochus. The soldiers 
must be paid in advance, in order to insure their 
fidelity. 

Ver. 30. On the rich gifts of Antiochus, cf. 
Schiirer, Neutest. Zeitgeschichte, pp. 72,73. See 
also Dan, xi. 24: “ And he shall do that which his 
fathers have not done, nor his fathers’ fathers ; 
he shall scatter among them the prey, and spoil, 
and riches.” 

Ver. 31. Go into Persia, 7. e., the Seleucian 
provinces lying on the other side of the Euphrates. 
Rawlinson (Zhe Seventh Great Oriental Mon., 
p- 5) says: “The temples of the Asiatics had 
hitherto been fer the most part respected by their 
European conquerors, and large stores of the pre- 
cious metals were accumulated in them. Epiph- 
anes saw in these hoards the means of relieving 
his own necessities, and determined to seize and 
confiscate them. Besides plundering the temple 
of Jehovah at Jerusaiem, he made a journey into 
the southeastern portion of his empire, about 
B. c. 165, for the express purpose of conducting 
in person the collection of the sacred treasures. 
It was while he was engaged in this unpopular 
work that a spirit of disaffection showed itself ; 
the East took arms no less than the West; and 
in Persia, or upon its borders, the avaricious 
monarch was forced to retire before the opposi- 
tion which his ill-judged measures had provoked, 
and to allow one of the doomed temples to escape 
him.” Cf. also The Sixth Oriental Mon., by the 
same author, p. 73, ff. 

Ver. 33. This son of Antidchus Epiphanes 
had also the name “ Eupator,” in addition to the 
one here mentioned. 

Ver. 37. ~The account of this expedition is 
continued in chap. vi. The epithet “ high coun- 
tries ” (ras érdvw xépas), as applied to the region 
of country lying on the Euphrates, is not peculiar 
to our book. Polybius (v. 40, 5) also uses the 
expression of éyw témo:; and Arrian (iii. 6, 12), 7 
Byw Xapa. 

Ver. 38. This Ptolemy had also the name 
“ Macron ” (Mdxpwy, 2 Macc. x. 12). Respecting 
Dorymenes, cf. Polyb. v. 61,9. Nicanor, accord- 
ing to 2 Mace. viii. 9, was the son of a certain 
Patroclus, and lost his life in a conflict with the 
Jews. 

Ver. 40. Emmaus. This is not the place, 
near Jerusalem, to which the two disciples of our 
Lord went immediately after the resurrection. It 
was situated at the base of the mountains of 
Judah (“ubi incipiunt montana Judee consurgere.” 
Jerome, Ad Dan.), twenty-two Roman miles from 
Jerusalem, and had also the name Nicopolis. The 
latter name it received in the third century, at 
which time it was rebuilt. 

Ver. 41. The A. V. agrees with all the Greek 
MSS. and the Vulgate in the reading xa) raidas, 
and servants. But the emendation of Breitinger, 
Fritzsche, and others, with the Syriac, Josephus 
(Antig., xii. 7, § 3), kad wédas, is doubtless correct. 
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The former word was probably interchanged for 
the latter through the influence of es matdas at 
the end of the clause. 

Ver. 46. “HAé@ocay. This termination of the 
third person plural in the historical tenses occurs 
frequently in the present book. (Cf. iv. 50; vi. 
31; xi 44,48.) It is likewise found frequently in 
1 Esdras (iii. 16; v. 63, 68; viii. 68), and in fact 
is much used in the LXX. and by the Byzantine 
writers generally. Cf, Winer, p. 77. — Massepha 
= Mizpah. It was the name of several different 
places mentioned in Biblical history. The place 
here meant, however, is probably the Mizpah in 
the tribe of Benjamin, a few miles northwest of 
Jerusalem and in sight of it. The form of the 
word as here found is also found at Judges xx. 1. 





— Where they prayed aforetime. Cf. 1 Sam. 
vii. 5. 
Ver. 48, Paint the likenesses. The explana- 


tion of this passage by the Roman Catholic com- 
mentators of the Middle Ages, based on the Latin 
text (“de quibus scrutabantur Gentes similitudinem 
simulacrorum suorum”’) was that the heathen had 
sought in the Scriptures analogies between its 
histories and the Grecian myths. For instance, 
they likened Moses to Minos. The giants of Gen. 
vi. were the Titans. Samson was Hercules, ete. 
But, in disproof of this explanation, it need only 
be said, (1) that the Greeks could scarcely have 
been expected to study Hebrew books; and (2) 
the Greek aep) dy would not allow such a render- 
ing. The real meaning seems to be, accepting 
the reading of the Complutensian and Aldine 
editions of the LXX. which Fritzsche adopts, 
that they painted images of their idols on the 
Scriptures, in order to ridicule the Jewish exclu- 
siveness and shock their reverential feelings. The 
Syriac translates: And they spread out the roll 
of the Law, and they complained before God that the 
heathen compelled them to do according to their like- 
ness. Cf. Graetz (Geschichte, ii. 2, p. 845, note). 
Hitzig (Geschichte, p. 393) thinks that they un- 
rolled the Scriptures with reference to obtaining 
from them by lot some prophetic intimation of 
the divine purpose, and “Hs gab die Losung 


‘Eleazar,’ Gott hat beigestanden.” Cf. 2 Mace. 
Vili. 23. 

Ver. 49. They brought also the priests’ 
garments. These things could no longer be used 


in the temple at Jerusalem on account of the 
interruption of its service; hence they had been 
brought here, 7. e., to a sacred place in the vicinity 
of Jerusalem, and spread out before the Lord, 
with the pathetic inquiry concerning them found 
in the text. — Nazarites. Cf. Numb. vi. 5, 13. 
After the time had passed for which the Nazarites 
had made their vow, there were certain sacrifices 
to be offered and gifts to be presented which 
naturally in peaceful times would have taken 
place in Jerusalem. Now these Nazarites were 
assembled here, and served to enhance the pic- 
ture of distress which the Jewish people at that 
time presented. 

Ver. 54. Sounded with the trumpets. This 
was customary, and according to the instructions 
given the Israelites by Moses. Cf. Numb. x. 7-10. 

Ver. 56.° According to the law. Cf. Deut. 
xx. 5-8. 

Ver. 58. Be in readiness .... to fight, 
‘Eroiuwos, with the following infinitive in the geni- 
tive, is found also at v. 89; xiii. 37; and in the 
LXX. at Ezek. xxi. 11. Cf. Winer, p. 332. 
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CHaprer IV. 


1  Awnp Gorgias took five thousand footmen,* and a thousand chosen ? horsemen, and 
2 the force removed ® by night, to the end that they might fall * upon the camp of the 
Jews, and smite them suddenly. And the men of the fortress were his guides. 
3 And® when Judas heard thereof, he himself removed, and the valiant men with him, 
4 that he might smite the king’s army which was ‘at Emmaus, while the forces were 
5 yet® dispersed from the camp. And Gorgias came" by night into the camp of 
Judas ; and when he found no man there, he sought them in the mountains ; for 
6 said he, These fellows flee from us. And® as soon as it was day, Judas showed 
himself in the plain with three thousand men; but they® had neither armor nor 
7 swords? to their minds. And they saw the camp of the heathen that it was strong, 
fortified, and compassed round about with horsemen ; and these were expert in a 
8 war. And Judas said2 to the men that were with him, Fear ye not their multi- 
9 tude, neither be ye afraid of their assault. Remember how ™ our fathers were de- 
0 livered in the Red sea, when Pharaoh pursued them with an army. And now 
let us cry unto heaven, if peradventure it will have mercy upon us, and remember 
the covenant of our 1° fathers, and destroy this army” before our face this day; 
11 and all the heathen shall know?® that there is one who redeemeth ” and saveth 
12 Israel. And” the strangers lifted * up their eyes, and saw them coming over against 
13 them, and ” they went out of the camp to battle ; and™ they that were with Judas 
14 sounded their trumpets, and joined Jattle ; and they utterly routed the heathen,” 
15 and they fled into the plain. But all the hindmost fell by ** the sword. And” they 
pursued them unto Gazera,”* and unto the plains of Idumza, and unto” Azotus, 
16 and Jamnia; and there fell of them about ® three thousand men. And * Judas 
17 returned with his force * from pursuing them, and said to the people, Be not greedy 
18 of the spoils, for a battle is before us, and Gorgias and his army are near ® us in 
the mountain ; but stand ye now against our enemies, and fight * them, and after 
19 this you may boldly take * the spoils. As Judas was yet speaking *° these words, 
20 there appeared a part of them peering out of the mountain. And they perceived 
that their force had been put to flight, and that they were setting fire to the camp,*” 
21 for the smoke that ** was seen showed what had taken place. And perceiving ® 
these things, they were sore afraid, and perceiving “ also the force “ of Judas in the 
22, 23 plain ready to fight, they all fled* into the land of the Philistines.** And * 
Judas returned to spoil the camp ; and “ they got much gold, and silver, and blue,*® 
24 and purple of the sea, and great riches. And on returning they sang songs, and 
25 blessed *" heaven, because it is good,** because its mercy endureth for ever. And © 
Israel had a great deliverance that day. 


Vers. 1-5.—1 A. V.: Then took G..... footmen. 2 of the best (éxAexrjv). 8 and removed out of the camp. 
€ he might rush in. ® Now. 6 while as yet the forces were. 7 In the mean season came G. 

Vers. 6-8. —8 A. V.: But. 9 who nevertheless. 10 (IIT. 44. 56. 62. 71. al. Co., the sing.) 11 that it was 
strong and well harnessed (icxvpav TeOwpakiopevnv). 22 of. 13 Then said J. 14 how (as, IIT. X. 28. 44. 56. 62. 
71. al. Co. Ald. ; teat. rec., was). 

Vers. 10-18. — 15 A. V.: Now therefore... . the Lord. 16 (IIT. X. 44. 56. al. omit.) 17 host. 18 that so... 
may know. 19 delivereth. 

Vers. 12-15.— 20 A. V.: Then. 21 lift. 22 Wherefore. 23 but. 24 So they. 25 and the heathen being 
discomfited, 26 Howbeit ....ofthem were slain with. 27 for. *8 (Marg., Gr., Assaremoth. It is the reading of 
44, 52. 62. 71, 74. 248. Co. Ald. Cf. LXX. at Jer. xxxviii. 40, and see Com.) 29 omits unto. 80 so that there were 
slain of them upon a. 

Vers. 16-22. — 1A. V.: This done. 82 again with his (19. 55. 98. have avrod) host, 33 inasmuch as there is a& 


battle... . Ats host are here by. 54 overcome (roAcuyjoare). 85 (Fritzsche receives AdBere from III. X. 28. 44. 52. 
al. ; text. rec., Ajwere.) 86 (Fritzsche receives wAnpodvtos from III. X. 23. 44. 52. 56. 62. al. Co. ; text. rec., AaAovvTos. 


The former is probably original. There is perhaps a mistake in the Greek translation, ben having been mistaken for 
oD. I leave the A. V. as found, since with the reading mAnpodvtos, the speaking of J. may be referred to.) 87 of 


them looking. tees Who when... . that the Jews had put their host... . and were burning the tents. 88 (6 is 
received by Fritzsche from Il]. X. 28. 55. 56. 62. 64, 106.) 89 declared what was done: when therefore they per- 
ceived, 40 seeing. 41 host. 4 they fled every one. 43 strangers (see Com.). 


Vers. 28-25.— 44 A. V.: Then. 45 spoil (see Com.) the tents, where. 46 blue silk, 47 After this they went 
home, and sung,a song ot thanksgiving, and praised the Lord in (Fritzsche strikes out tov kpuov, as wanting in III. X. 


28. 44. 56. al. Co. Ald.) —_ (xaAdv, but probably as a translation of }%,) # his. 6 Thus. 
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26 And as many of the heathen as? escaped came and told Lysias all that? had 
27 happened; and he, on hearing it,? was confounded and discouraged because such 
things as he wished had not happened unto Israel, and what‘ the king commanded 
28 him had not come® to pass. And in the year following® he’ gathered together 
threescore thousand chosen footmen,® and five thousand horsemen, that he might 
29 subdue them. And ® they came into Idumea, and pitched their tents at Bethsura; 
30 and Judas met them with ten thousand men. And when he saw the ® mighty army, 
he prayed and said, Blessed art thou, O Saviour of Israel, who didst quell? the 
violence” of the mighty man” by the hand of thy servant David, and gavest the 
army of the Philistines * into the hands of Jonathan son” of Saul, and-his armor- 
31 bearer. Deliver this army into’ the hand of thy people Israel, and let them be 
32 brought to shame over” their power and horsemen. Make them afraid,!8 and cause 
the boldness of their strength to melt ® away, and let them quake at their destruc- 
33 tion. Strike them down by ® the sword of them that love thee, and let all those 
34 that know thy name praise thee with songs." And * they joined battle ; and there 
fell from the army * of Lysias about five thousand men, even before them they fell. 
35 But Lysias on seeing his army put to flight, while that of Judas was inspirited,”* 
and how they were ready either to live or die valiantly, he departed unto ® Antiochia, 
and collected mercenaries,” and having made A/’s army greater than it was, he pur- 
posed to come again into Judea.” 
386 But Judas and his brethren said, Behold, our enemies are discomfited ; let us 
37 go up to cleanse the sanctuary’ and dedicate it. And the whole army * as- 
38 sembled themselves together, and went up into mount Sion. And when they saw 
the sanctuary desolate, and the altar profaned, and the gates burnt up, and 
shrubs grown * in the courts as in a forest, or as on™ one of the mountains, and 
39 the chambers * pulled down, they rent their clothes, and made great lamentation, 
40 and cast ashes upon their heads, and fell ® to the ground upon their faces, and blew 
41 an alarm with the trumpets, and cried towards heaven. Then Judas made it the 
duty of * certain men to fight against those that were in the fortress, until he had 
42 cleansed the sanctuary. And he selected blameless priests who had pleasure in 
43 the law; and they cleansed the sanctuary,” and bore®™ the defiled stones into 
44 an unclean place. And they ® consulted over the altar of burnt offering, which had 
45 been profaned, what they should do with it. And it occurred to them as good 
counsel * to pull it down, lest it should become “ a reproach to them, because the 
46 heathen had defiled it; and they pulled down the altar. And they laid away * the 





Vers. 26-28. —1 A. Y.: Now all the strangers that had. 2 what. 8 who, when he heard thereof. 4 neither 
such .... would were done.... nor such things (Fritzsche strikes out tovadra before éééBy, as wanting in III. 44. 55. 
56. 62. al. Co.) as. 5 were come. 6 The next year therefore following (éxouévm ; ITI. X. 55. 62. 106. Ald., 
épxouéevm. Cf. ver.12.) 7 Lysias (this word is wanting in IIT. X. 28, 44. 52. 55. al. Co.). 8 choice (cf. ver. 1) men 
of foot (the context shows that infantry are meant). 

Vers. 29-33. —9 A. V.: So. 10 that. 11 quail (obs., in this sense). 12 (Rendered more literally ‘‘ assault,’’ at 
ver. 8.) 13 (A. V., should have written in italics, there being no Greek word for ‘‘ man.’’) 14 host of strangers. 
15 the son. 16 shut up this army in (cf. iii. 18). 17 confounded in (aicxuvOjtwaay én), 18 to be of no courage. 
19 fall (marg., melt). 20 Cast .... with. 21 thanksgiving (év vyvors). 

Vers. 34,385.—*2 A. V.: So. % wereslainof the host. 4 Now when L.saw ....and the manliness of Judas’ so/- 
diers (tis 5& “Iovda Td yeyevyévov Oapaos). 25 went into. 26 gathered together a company of strangers (ef. Com. at 
yer. 28.) 27 So, essentially, De Wette : “‘ And after that he had increased the army, as it had been, he thought to come 
again to Judza.’? But this is to give a wrong sense to Tov yevyOevra orparov. Grimm, with Michaelis and Apel, would 
therefore insert dA before yevnOévta : ‘‘ the again assembled army,’’ otherwise render with De Wette. The teat. rec. 
is kal mAcovdcas Tov yernbevta otpaTov edoyiseTo TaALY TapayeverOat eis Tyv “I. With this slight change, good sense is 
obtained, and 7éAw might easily have been written where it is by mistake. But Fritzsche adopts the reading of III. 
X. 28. 52. and the majority of MSS., xai mAcovacriv yevnfevto. madv, etc., changing, however, «at into ws: ‘‘ that it [the 
army] become increased, might again come,” etc. This is also supported by the Vulg. But it looks as though mAcovac- 
ov had been formed out of wAcovacas tov, and the grammatical structure of the sentence, as thus formed, would also 
be objectionable. Cf. Grimin’s Com. 

Vers. 36-38. —28 A. V.: Then said J. and his brethren. 29 cleanse. 80 and dedicate the sanctuary. 81 Upon 
this all the host. 82 growing (repuKoTa). 83 or in (év is omitted by X. 28. 64. 74.). 34 yea, and the priest’s 
chambers (cf. 1 Esd. viii. 59). 

Vers. 39-48. —%5 A. V.: fell down flat. 86 (The A. V. renders as the Heb. expression, doubtless lying at the basis 
of our passage, is generally rendered ; but the Greek is, ‘‘ they trumpeted with the trumpets of signals,’* 2. ¢., gave @ 


_signal with the trumpets. They so rendered because this special use of the trumpet was intended as a signal.)....J. 
appointed. 37 (Cf. iii, 48.) 88 So he chose priests of blameless conversation, such as had .... who cleansed the 
sanctuary and bare out. 

Vers. 44-46. — 89 A. V.: when as they. 40 what to do with the altar ... . offerings, which was profaned: they 


thought it best. 41 be. 4% Wherefore they .... it down, and laid up. 
; 382 
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stones on! the mountain of the temple in a fitting? place, 
3 them. 


47 
48 


a prophet to give answer concerning 
according to the law, 
restored’ the sanctuary, 
49 They made also new holy vessels, 


50 


and built the altar new 
and the interior of ® the temple, and hallowed the courts. 


and into the temple they brought the candlestick, 
and the altar® of incense, and the table. 
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until there should come 
And‘ they took unhewn” stones 
® according to the former. And they 


And upon the altar they burnt incense, 


and the lamps that were upon the candlestick they lighted, and they gave 10 Jight in 


ol 
52 


the temple. 


And they put the loaves ™ upon the table, and 
And when they had finished all the works which they did, they rose early on the 


and spread out the vails. 


twenty-fifth day of the ninth month, that is the month Chaseleu, in the hundred 


53 
54 

heathen? had profaned it, on that “ 
55 
56 


sacrifice of deliverance and praise.’® 


forty and eighth year,” and offered sacrifice according to the law upon the new altar 
of burnt offerings, which they had made. 1 
was it dedicated with songs, and citherns, and 
harps, and cymbals. And all the people fell upon their faces, and worshipped and 
blessed heaven,!° which had given them prosperity.” And they kept the dedication 
of the altar eight days, and offered burnt offerings with gladness, 
They decked also the front” of the temple 


At the time and on the day on which the 


and sacrificed a 


with crowns of gold, and with shields; and the gates and the chambers they restored, 


and made doors for them.” And there was * very great gladness among the people, 
and the reproach of the heathen was turned” away. And 4 Judas and his brethren 


with the whole congregation of Israel ordained, that the days of the dedication of 


the altar should be kept in their season 
60 


from year to year, eight * days, from the 


five and twentieth day of the month Chaseleu,” with gladness and delight.” At 
that time also they fortified * mount Sion with high * walls and strong towers round 
about, lest the Gentiles should come and tread it down, as they had done before. 
And he placed ® there a garrison to keep it ; and they fortified 81 Bethsura to keep * 
it, that the people might have a defense against Idumeza. 


eS 


61 


4 Then. 
6 anew 


Vers. 46, 47.— 1A. V.: in. 2 convenient. 3 shew what (55. adds rc) should be done with. 
5 whole (AokAijpous. Of. Heb. at Deut. xxvii. 6, where the A. V. has likewise rendered by ‘* whole ”’). 
altar (7d @vctacripiov Kavvév. The article is omitted by III. X. 28. 56. 62. 71. 106.). 

Ver. 48-52. —7 A. V.: and made up. 8 the things that were within. 9 altar of burnt offerings and (so IIT. X. 
93. 56. 62. al. Co. Ald. It is an obvious and false correction, since the altar of burnt offerings stood not in the vads). 
10 that they might give light (right according to sense). 11 Furthermore they set the loaves (suggested by the plural 
form, dprovs ; lit., breads). 12 and finished .... they had begun to make. Now on the five and twentieth day ..-. 
which 7s called .... Casleu.... year, they rose betimes in the morning. 

Vers. 54-56. —13 A. V.: Look, at what.... what day the heathen. 14 even in that (X. 28. 55. 64. 93. al. add nuépa). 
15 Then. 16 worshipping and praising the God of (the Divine name seems to be purposely omitted everywhere. Cf. 
Introd.) heaven... 17 who... . good success. 18 so they kept. .. the sacrifice of deliverance and praise (what is 


usually named the “ thank offering,’’ or ‘‘ peace offering,” is meant, pepbw MAT. The word Oveiav is also doubt- 


less used collectively. The whole might therefore be rendered peace offerings, 


Vers. 57, 58. —19 A. V.: forefront. 
dered, made doors for them, i. e., the chambers). 
Vers. 59-61. — 4 A. V.: Moreover. 
above for the sake of uniformity. Cf. ver. 58). 


set. 51 and fortified (X. 23. 19. 64., the sing.). 
Cuarter IV. 
Ver. 2. Men of the fortress. Lit., “sons of 


the fortress.” Probably apostate Jews are meant. 
Josephus, indeed, speaks of them as Jewish fugi- 
tives. 

Ver. 6. The word for “armor,” KkadAvumata, as 
at vi. 2, means, first, a covering for the head 
worn by women. It includes here all kinds of 
armor used for protecting the person. While 
paixatpas, “swords,” should have the same general 
significance, as including all sorts of weapons for 
offensive warfare. 

Vers. 7, 8. That it was strong. The men 
whom Gorgias had taken with him on his expedi- 
tion had not materially weakened the main force. 
—AciAwbfre. This word is nowhere else found 
in the Greek Bible, except in the present book. 
Cf. verse 21; v. 41; xvi. 6. 


Ver. 12. The strangers [= heathen]. The 





as noted in the margin of the A. V.). 


20 renewed and hanged doors upon them (é6vpwoay avrd. In the margin ren- 
21 Thus was there. 
25 by the space of eight. 
28 builded up. 


22 for that. 
26 Oasleu. 
2 with high. 


23 put. 
27 mirth and gladness (I render as 
30 they (III. 74. 106., the plur.) 


82 preserve (cf. previous line in the Greek). 


(Cf. 2 Mace. viii. 23-36, and Jos., Antig., xii. 7, § 4.) 


Syriac has translated this Greek word, aAAd@vaor, 
by “ Philistines,” which, indeed, was its Hellen- 
istic and technical meaning, but clearly cannot 
be the rendering in this place. This fact, to- 
gether with similar facts occurring elsewhere, 
is clear proof that the Syriac is a translation 
from the Greek, since the Hebrew-word for Philis- 
tines could not have stood in the original text. 
Ver. 15. Gazera. Cf, xiii. 5385 xv. 28) 35. 
The modern Yaziir, situated not far from Joppa. 
Keil, however, would identify it with the modern 
el-Kubab. — Azotus is but another name for Ash- 
dod, situated midway between Gaza and Joppa. 
— Jamnia, elsewhere calléd Jabneel (Josh. xv. 
11), the modern ./ebna, is situated about a dozen 
miles south of Joppa. — The narrative of the 
battle as here given, with so immense a dispro- 
portion of numbers and equipments in favor of 


1 MACCABEES. 


499 





‘the Syrians, seems much exaggerated. Accord- 
ing to the account in 2 Maccabees (viii. 9, 16), 
the Jewish army had six thousand men, and the 
Syrian twenty thousand. Moreover, the history 
appears somewhat suspicious in other respects, if 
the above designation of places be correct. To 
pursue the enemy to Gazera, and then on to 
Idumza, would require more time than is here 
allowed. Ona single day, all that is mentioned 
in verse 19 is supposed to have occurred. 
with Codex Alexandrinus, would read “Iovdafas 
instead of *Idovualas, which would in a great meas- 
ure remove the difficulty; while Grimm and 
others would understand that the army of Judas 
pursued only to Gazera, but that the enemy con- 
tinued their flight to Idumza, 

Ver. 22. Land of the Philistines, d\AogiAwr. 
Cf. above, verse 12. 

Ver. 23. Skvaela from oxvaedts, like raidSela from 
maidevw, is not elsewhere found; and hence in 
some MSS. oxdaAcvors is read in its place. 

Ver. 24. Blue and purple of the sea, i. e., 
garments of this color. Cf. Ecelus. xlv.10. The 
designation ‘‘ purple of the sea” indicates that it 
was a genuine purple, produced from a certain 
species of shell-fish. 

Ver. 25. That day. The representation need 
not be understood to mean that all this happened 
on one and the same day. It might refer simply 
to the day of the engagement, or the word “ day ” 
may be used in the sense of “ time.” 

Ver. 28. Suveddynoev, from cuddoyxeiy or ova- 
Aoxav, means to bring together Adxovs. The word 
is not elsewhere found. — The campaign of Lysias 
— if it be the same —is quite otherwise described 
in 2 Mace. xi. 1-12, especially with respect to the 
time when it occurred. There it is said to have 
taken place after the death of Antiochus Epiph- 
anes, during the reign of Eupator. Most Roman 
Catholic commentators, unwilling to accept the 
theory of a discrepancy between the two accounts, 
hold that there were two separate campaigns. 
But, if this were the case, it is difficult to under- 
stand, as Grimm well maintains, how the author 
of the first book could have omitted any account 
of the second campaign, and the author of the 
second book could make no mention of the first. 
—In the year following, 7. ¢., B. c. 164, or the 
year 148 of the Seleucian era. — Bethsura, else-| 


Keil, ; 





where Bethzur = “house of rock.” It was a, 


place somewhere in the mountains of Judah. It 
is mentioned in Josh. xy. 58, between Halhul and 
Gedor, as though in their neighborhood. 

Ver. 42. Pleasure in the law. From this 
passage Graetz ( Geschichte, ii, 2, p. 352) infers that 
all priests who had adhered to the Greek party 
were excluded from further service in the temple, 
which is likely, but it hardly follows from this 
passage. 

Ver. 43. Defiled stones. These were the 
stones from which the heathen altar had been 
made. See i. 54.— An unclean place, 7. ¢., some 
place outside the city where the offal was cast. 

Ver. 46. A prophet. Christ is obviously not 
meant here, as some have intimated. Cf. similar 
passages at ix. 27, xiv. 41, which show that at this 
time there were none who were regarded as true 
prophets of the Lord, and that there had been 
none for a long time. — Mountain of the tem- 
ple.” Josephus (Antiq., xii. 7, § 7) misunderstood 
this passage, supposing that the city of Jerusalem 
was meant. 

Ver. 54. At the time, i.e., the month. For 
kard with the accusative in a temporal sense, cf. 
Winer, p. 400 f. The time here meant was 
December, B. c. 1653 it being, according to Jo- 
sephus and Jerome (at Dan. viii. 14), exactly 
three years from the time of the first profanation 
of the altar through pagan sacrifices. According 
to 2 Mace. (x. 3), however, it was only two years, 
— Citherns and harps. 5D and ba; answer- 
ing nearly, it would seem, to our guitar and 
harp. 

Vane 56-58. The name of this feast of dedi- 
cation among the Jews, 13531], is given by Jo- 
sephus as ¢@ra, who adds: “T suppose the reason 
was because this liberty beyond our hopes ap- 
peared to us.” But this would hardly explain: 
the use of the plural. Winer (Realwérterb., under 
Kirchweihfest): “ Josephus. was perhaps right 
in giving this more special significance, although 
an illumination was in general a symbol of joy 
(Juvenal, xii. 83 f.).”’ For a description of the 
manner in which this feast is celebrated by 
the Jews in modern times, see Stanley, iii., p. 
343 f. 

Ver. 59. The feast here spoken of is called in 
the Gospel of John (x. 22) “the feast of dedica- 
tion,” Ta éyralua, 





CHAPTER Y. 


1 


Anp it came to pass when ' the heathen ? round about heard that the altar was 


2 built, and the sanctuary restored® as before, they were very angry.* And they re- 
solved ® to destroy the race ° of Jacob that was among them; and they” began to 


8 slay and destroy among the *® people. 


And*® Judas fought against the sons’ of 


Esau in Idumza at Acrabattine," because they lay in wait for ” Israel; and he 
4 smote them in a great defeat, and humbled them,“ and took their spoils. And” 


he remembered the injury *® of the sons of Bean, 


Vers. 1-8. —1 A. V.: Now when. 2 nations. 


they thought. 
1 children. 


found in our text. See Com.) 


wait for. The Lat. obsidere, too, has occasionally this meaning. See Com.), 
14 abated their courage (cvvéateAev avtous). 
17 children of Bean (see Com.). 


smote them a great smiting). 


Ver. 4,.—15A.V.; Also. 18 injury (ris Kaxias). 


8 renewed. 
6 generation (yévos ; 19. 64. 93., omépya). 

11 at (or namely. Of. Com.) Arabattine (III. X. 64., "AxpoBarrjvyv. The teat. rec., gives the form 
12 besieged (lit., but probably from 2W*, which also sometimes meant to lee wm 


who were ?® a snare and an 


5 Wherefore 
9 Then. 


4 it displeased them very much. 
7 thereupon they. 8 destroy (év) the. 


13 gave them a great overthrow (lit., 


18 had been, 
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5 offense unto the people, in that they lay in wait for them in the ways. And? he — 
shut them into? the towers, and encamped against them, and destroyed them - 
6 utterly,? and burnt its towers * with fire, with ® all that were therein. And he 
marched on against the sons® of Ammon; and" he found a strong force,® and 
7 much people, with Timotheus as® their leader.” And he engaged in 1 many battles 
8 with them, and” they were discomfited before him; and he smote them. And 
when he had taken Jazer,® with the towns belonging thereto, he returned into 
Judea. 
9 And the heathen that were in?° Galaad assembled themselves together against 
the Israelites ” that were in 2 their borders, to destroy them; and” they fled 
10 into 2 the fortress Dathema.% And they * sent letters unto Judas and his breth- 
ren, saying, The heathen that are round about us are assembled together against. 
11 us to destroy us; and they are preparing to come and take the fortress into which 
12 we fled; and Timotheus is leader of their force.” Come now therefore, and 
13 deliver us from their hand, for a multitude of us have fallen. And ™ all our brethren 
who were in the regions of Tubius* are put to death; their wives and their chil- 
dren also they have carried off with their stuff; and they have slain ® there 
14 about a thousand men. While the * letters were yet in reading,” behold, there 
came other messengers from Galilee with their clothes rent, who reported on this 
15 wise, and said, They of Ptolemais, and of Tyrus, and Sidon, and all Galilee of the 
16 Gentiles, are assembled together against us to consume us. But ** when Judas and 
the people heard these words, there gathered a great assembly * together, to consult 
what they should do for their brethren, that were in affliction,”® and had been at- 
17 tacked by these people.” And Judas said ** unto Simon his brother, Choose thee 
out men, and go and deliver thy ® brethren that are in Galilee, while * I and Jon- 
18 athan my brother will go into Galaad.* And* he left Joseph the son of Zacha- 
rias, and Azarias, as leaders “ of the people, with the rest of the army “* in Judea 
19 to keep zt. And he gave them * commandment, saying, Take ye the charge of this- 
people, and see that you engage not in“ war against the heathen until“ we come 
20 again. And * unto Simon were apportioned “ three thousand men to go into Gali- 
21 lee, but © unto Judas eight thousand men for Galaad. And Simon went” into 
Galilee, and engaged in * many battles with the heathen, and * the heathen were 
22 discomfited before * him. And he pursued them unto the gate *® of Ptolemais. 
And there fell * of the heathen about three thousand men and he took their spoils.°® 
23 And those that were of ® Galilee, and in Arbattis,® with ther wives and their chil- 
dren, and ,all that they had, took he along,” and brought them into Judea, with 
24 creat joy. And Judas the Maccabee®™ and his brother Jonathan went over the 
25 Jordan, and traveled three days’ journey in the wilderness. And they fell in “ with 
the Nabatezi,® and they met them peaceably, and told them all ™ that had happened 
26 to their brethren in Galaad ; ® and that ® many of them were shut up ” in Bossora, 
Ver. 5,—1 A. V.: omits And. 2 up therefore (it so renders the preceding xa‘) in (Fritzsche receives eis for év, 
from III. X. 28. 55.56. al.). 8 (See Com.) 4 the towers of that place (avris ; avt@y, 55. 106.). 5 and (ovr). 
Vers. 6-8. —6 A. V.g Afterward he passed over to the children. 7 where. 8 mighty power (xetpa kparavav. 
The former word is so used in the classics, as is also manus, in Latin. Cf. xi. 15). 9 omits as. 10 captain. 


11 So he fought (cvvjwe). 12 till at length. 18 Jazar (this form probably comes from the Old Lat. Jazare). 14 Lit., 
her daughters. 

Vers. 9-11. —15 A. V.: Then. 16 at. W (Lit., the Israel.) 18 (ér{. The A. V. has properly rendered by “in,” 
and not by ‘‘on,’”? as is usual. A few Codd., 56. 62. 64. 93., read év.) 19 quarters. 20 but. 21 to. 32: of D: 
(see Com. The form of the word adopted by us is found in III. 44. 248. ; text. rec., diaBeua).  % omits they. 4 omits 
saying. 20 whereunto we are fled, Timotheus being captain. 26 host. 

Vers. 12-14.— 27 A. V.; hands, for many of us are slain: yea. 28 that were in the places of Tobie (marg., Tubin. 
This is from the Old Lat. and Syr.; III. X. 23. 52. 62. al., TovBiov ; text. rec., TwBiov. See Com.). 29 away captives, 
and borne away their stuff. (See Com.) 30 destroyed. 31 ¢hese (X. 44. omit at). 82 yet reading. 

Vers. 15-17. —%3 See Com. 34 A. V. : Now. 85 assembled... . congregation. 36 trouble. 87 assaulted of 
them. %8 Then said J. 89 (Omitted by X. 93.) 40 for (Sé). 41 the country of G. 

Vers. 18-20.—42 A. V.: So. 48 A., captains (III. X. 19. 28. 106. have the sing. ; 64. 93. the same, and prefix the 
article), 44 remnant of the host. 45 Unto whom he gave. 46 make not (cf. ver. 7). 47 until the time that. 
48 Now. 49 given. 50 and. 51 for the country of (rhv TaAaadirw. Cf. vers. 17, 20, 21). 

Vers, 21-238. —® A. V.: Then went S. 53 where he fought (cf. vers. 7, 19). 54 so that.» 55 by. 88 (THs 
mvAns ; TOV TOAewv, ITT. 62. 74. 106. Ald. ; t&v mvAdv, 55. Co., and Josephus.) 57 there were slain. 58 whose spoils 
he took. 59 in (Fritzsche receives é« for év, from III. X. 23. 44. 55. 56. al.) 60 (The form of the word is in dispute, 
as well as the place meant. Cf. Com.) 61 away with him. 

Vers, 24-26. — 62 A. V.: Judas Maccabeus also. 63 omits the. 64 where they met. 65 Nabathites. 66 who 
came unto (kal amjvtyocav) them in peaceable manner. 87 every thing. 68 in the land of. 69 how that. 
70 quverAyppévor eiaiv, More properly held as prisoners, the verb meaning to seize, take prisoner. 
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and Bosor, in Alema,! Chasphor, Maked, and Carnain,’ all these cities are strong 
27 and great, and that they were shut up in the rest of the cities of ® Galaad, and * that 
against to-morrow they were marshalling their forces to attack® the forts,’ and to 

28 take them, and to destroy them all in one day. And’ Judas and his force * turned 
suddenly their course backward into® the wilderness towards Bosor ;*° and when he 
had won the city, he slew all the males with the edge of the sword, and took all their 

29 spoils, and burnt it ™ with fire. And from thence * he removed by night and marched 
30 as far as } the fortress. And when morning broke “ they lifted up their eyes,’® and 
behold, an*® innumerable multitude of people ” bearing ladders and otherengines 
of war,} to take the fortress ; and they were beginning the battle against them. 

31 And when Judas ™ saw that the battle was begun, and that the cry of the city went 
52 up to heaven with trumpet blast, and a great outcry,” he said unto the men of his 
33 force,” Fight this day for your brethren. And* he went forth behind ™ them in 
34 three divisions; and they “ sounded ¢he’r trumpets, and cried out in** prayer. And 
when the force of Timotheus perceived that it was Maccabeus, they fled before * 
him ; and * he smote them in a great defeat ;*° and there fell ** of them that day 

35 about eight thousand men. And he * turned aside to Maspha; and he ® assaulted 
it, and * took it ; and he ® slew all the males therein, and received the spoils there- 

36 of, and burnt it with fire. From thence he removed,®* and took Chasphor, Maked,” 
37 Bosor, and the rest of the cities of ® Galaad. But ® after these things * Timotheus 
88 gathered another army,‘tand encamped before * Raphon beyond the brook. And“ 
Judas sent men to spy out the camp; and they“ brought him word, saying, All 
the heathen that be round about us are assembled unto them, even a very great 

89 army.® They have * also hired the Arabians to help them, and they have pitched ” 
their tents beyond the brook, ready to come against thee to battle.® And” Judas 

40 went to meet them. And © Timotheus said unto the leaders of his army, as * Ju- 
das and his force came ® near the stream, If he cross * over first unto us, we shall 

41 not be able to withstand him ; for he will mightily prevail ® against us; but if he 
be afraid, and camp beyond the river, we will® go over unto him, and prevail 

42 against him. But” when Judas came near the stream,”* he stationed the scribes of 
the people ® by the brook, and gave them commandment, saying, Suffer not a 

43 single man® to remain in the camp,” but let all come to the battle. And 8 he went 
first over against them, and all the people® after him; and® all the heathen 
were ™ discomfited before him, and ® cast away their weapons, and fled into the 

44 temple at Carnain.” And™ they took the city, and burnt the temple with fire oe 
with all that were therein. And Carnain™ was subdued; and they could not™ 

45 stand any longer before Judas. And” Judas gathered together all the Israelites 


Vers. 26, 28. —1 23., *AAtuous; Vulg., Alimis. It has not been identified. 2 A. V.: Carnaim (so 56.). 3 of 

the country of. 4 (III. X. 28. 74. 106. 248. Co. Ald. omit.) 5 had appointed to bring their host against. 
6 Of. vers. 11, 29. The plural is probably inaccurate. : 

Vers. 28-30.-—* A. V.: Hereupon. 8 host. 9 py the way of (aréorpeWev . . . . dddv eis). 10 unto Bosorra 
(marg., Bosor; Bowoppa, 44. 62. 74, 243. Co. Ald. Cf. ver. 36). 11 the city (avy). 12 From whence. 13 went 
till he came to (the verb is in the plural in X. 64. 93.). 14 hetimes in the morning (éyeveto éwOuy). 15 Jooked up. 
16 there was an. 17 innumerable people. 18 (unxavds. Grimm renders by Mauerbrecher, wall-breaker ; but cf. 


2 Mace. xii. 15, where that machine is otherwise named.) 19 for they assaulted (at éroAduour). 
Vers. 31-34. — 29 A. V.: When J. therefore. 21 with trumpets, anda great sound. % hishost. 880. 4 (Lit., 


from behind, i. e., he fell on their rear.) 25 companies, who. 26 with. 27 Then the host. .. knowing. 
28 Maccabeus (III. 71. prefix the article. Cf. ver. 24), fled from. 29 wherefore. 30 with a great slaughter (lit., 
a great smiting. Ood. III., with Co., has the dative). 31 so that there were killed. 

Vers. 35, 36.— 22 A. V.: This done, Judas (19. 64. 93. Old Lat. have the proper name). 33 after he had. 34 he. 
85 omits he. 36 went he (cf ver. 29). 37 Casphon (so the last syllable, X. 44. al., but cf. ver. 26), Maged. 
88 other cities of the country of. 

Vers. 37-39. —39 A. V.: omits But. 40 (jjuara radra, often used in this sense in the LXX. Cf. vii. 33; ix. 37.) 
41 gathered T..... host. 42 against. 43 So. 4 espy (katackoredoat. For this verb caragkoréw is found in 
the classics. Hence the reading of III., cataoxorjcac) the host: who. 45 host. 46 He hath (Fritzsche receives 


peuicOwvrar from X. 23. 55. al. ; text. rec., pewioOwrat). 47 (Fritzsche receives rapeuBaddovow from IIT. 23. 44. 55. al. 
Co. Ald.; text. rec., tapevéBadov.) 48 and fight against thee. 49 Upon this. 

Vers. 40, 41.— 5° A. V.: Then. 51 captains... . host, When. 52 host come (the connection shows that he said 
this while Judas was seen approaching, and the grammatical construction also requires the rendering given). 53 (Lit., 
brook of water). 54 pass. 55 (Suvépevos Suvyoerar. Cf. Heb. and Greek at 2 Chron. xxxii. 13.) 56 shall. 

Vers. 42, 48. —57 A. V.: Now. 58 brook. 59 caused the scribes (see Com.) ... . to remain. 60 unto whom he 
gave. 61 no man. 62 (Lit., to encamp.) 63 So. 64 unto (ér/). 65 (III. 44. 56. 62. Co. Ald. add aitod.) 
66 then. &7 being. 68 omits and. 69 unto. 70 that was at Carnaim. 

Vers. 44,45.—71A.V.: But. 72 omits with fire. 7 Thus was Carnaim. 7 neither could they (édvvavro ; III. 
56. 93., the sing.). 7 Then 
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that were in! Galaad, from the least unto the greatest, also? their wives, and their 
children, and their stuff, a very great host, to the end they might come into the land 
of Juda. And* they came unto Ephron. And® this was the® great city at 
the entrance, strongly ® fortified ; they could not turn from it, to® the right hand 
or the left, but must 2° pass through the midst of it. And" they of the city shut 
them out, and blocked” up the gates with stones. And Judas sent unto them 
with words of peace, saying, Let us pass by thy ¥ land to go back * into our land,” 
and none shall do you any hurt ; we will only pass through on foot. And” they 
would not open unto him. And” Judas commanded a proclamation to be made in 
the army ™ that every man should pitch his tent in the place where he was. And®™ 
the soldiers encamped,” and assaulted ™ the city all that day and all the * night ; 
and” the city was delivered into his hands. And he* slew all the males with the 
edge of the sword ; and he razed it,”" and took the spoils thereof, and passed through 
the city over them that were slain. And they went over the * Jordan into the 
great plain before Bethsan.” And Judas brought up™ those that fell ‘behind, 
and encouraged ® the people all the way through, till they came * into the land of 
Juda.** And ® they went up to mount Sion with joy and gladness, and * offered 
burnt offerings, because not one of them had fallen ® until they * returned in 
eace. 

a And in those days, when ® Judas and Jonathan were in *° Galaad, and Simon his 
brother in Galilee before Ptolemais, Joseph the son of Zacharias, and Azarias, lead- 
ers of the army, heard of the valiant acts and warlike deeds ** which they did. 
And he * said, Let us also make ourselves ® a name, and go fight against the 
heathen that are round about us. And they ordered out *° the men of the army * 
that was with them, and marched against ** Jamnia. And Gorgias and his men 
came * out of the city to meet them” in battle. And Joseph * and Azarias were 
put to flight, and pursued unto the borders of Judea ; and there fell” that day of 
the people of Israel about two thousand men. And there took place a™ great 
overthrow among the children of Israel,®* because they were not obedient unto Ju- 
das and his brethren, thinking * to do valiant deeds.*® But” these were * not of 
the seed of those men,” by whose hand deliverance was given unto Israel. 

And © the man Judas and his brethren were greatly honored ™ in the sight of 
all Israel, and of all the heathen, where * their name was heard; and men thronged 
to them with plaudits.6 And Judas went™ forth with his brethren, and fought 
against the sons ® of Esau in the land toward the south ; and ® he smote Hebron,™ 
and the towns thereof, and pulled down the fortress ® of it, and burnt the towers 
thereof round about. And ® he removed to go into the land of the Philistines, and 
passed through Samaria.” On that day ™ certain priests, desirous to show their 
valor, fell’ in battle, since they went out to fight unadvisedly. And™ Judas 
turned toward” Azotus im the land of the Philistines, and when he had pulled 
down their altars, and burnt the images of their gods "* with fire, and spoiled their 
cities, he returned into the land of Juda.” 


Vers. 45, 46.—1 A. V.: in the country of. 2 even (the men are previously referred to). 8 Judea. 4 Now 
when. 5 omits and. 6 a (the art. is omitted by 55. 64. 98.), 7 in. 8 way as they should go (émt tis ciodSou 
= at the entrance) very well. 9 etther on. 10 must needs (the words ov« jv have still force). 

Vers. 47-50. —11 A. V.: Then. 12 stopped (it is meant that they supported, secured, the gates with stones). 
13 Whereupon. 14 in peaceable manner. 1 through (mapeAcvooucba ; IIT. 19. 62. al. Co. Ald., SceAcvedueda) your. 
16 omits back. 17 own country. 18 howbeit. 19 Wherefore. 20 throughout the host. 21 So. 22 pitched 
(cf. ver. 37). 28 (emoAdunoar.) 24 that. 25 til at the length. 

Vers. 51-54, —26 A. V.: who then. 27 and rased the city. *8 After this went they over. 29 (See Com.) 
80 gathered together. 81 came behind. 82 exhorted. 83 (The verb is sing. in III. X. 28. 44. al. Co. Ald. 3 tert. 
rec., plur.) 34 Judea. 35 So, 36 where they. 37 were slain. 38 they had. 


Vers. 55-58. — 89 A. V.: Now what'time as. 40 in the land of. 41 captains... . garrisons. 
ota.) 


42 (rod modguou 
43 had done. 44 Wherefore they (III. X. 19. 44. al., the plur.), 4 get us. 46 So when they had given 


charge (aapyyyetAar). 47 unto the garrison. 48 they went towards. 


Vers, 59-62.— 49 A. V.: Then came Gorgias and his men. 50 fight against them. 51 so it was, that J, 
slain. 53 Thus was there a, 54 (III. X. 23. omit.) 55 but thought. 56 some valiant act. 
58 men came. 59 omits men. 

Vers. 63-65. — 6° A. V.: Howhbeit. 61 renowned. 62 wheresoever, 
assembled unto them with joyful acclamations. 64 Afterward went J. 65 children. 66 where. 
68 Plur. in X. 19. 28. 64. 98. 


52 were 
57 Moreover. 


63 heard of; jnsomuch as the people 
87 (XeBpwv.) 


Vers. 66-68,—% A. V.: From thence (éxe?@ev is found in 19. 56. 62. 64. 98.). 70 (C£. Com.) 71 At that time. 
7 were slain. 78 for that. 74 So. 7 to. 76 their carved images. 7 Judea. 
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CuaptTeR V. 


Ver. 1. Hitzig thinks the second, and Von 
Lengerke the eighty-third, Psalm was based on 
the facts mentioned in this and the following 
verse, and Grimm assents to the theory. Cf., 
however, Gritz, Geschichte, ii. 2, note 17, and 
Westcott in Smith’s Bib. Dict., under “ Macca- 
bees,” sect. 10. 

Ver. 3. Thy Axpa8arrtyny is constructed in ap- 
position with Idumxa. The construction is po- 
etic. Kiihner (Gram., p. 372) says: “In the same 
manner in poetry, especially in Epic, but very 
seldom in prose, two objects (commonly in the 
accusative) are joined to one verb. The first of 
these denotes the entire thing; the other, that 
part of it to which the action of the verb is par- 
ticularly directed, both beig in the same case.” 
The place here mentioned receives its name from 
the hill Acrabbim, the boundary line of Judah. 
Knobel (Com. on Josh. xy. 8) identifies it with the 
pass Hs-Sufah, southwest from the Dead Sea. 
Sufah is the Zephath to which, according to 
Judges i. 17, the tribe of Judah extended its con- 
quests. Cf. Schenkel’s Bib. Lex., s.v.— Lay in 
wait for Israel. The meaning seems to be that 
they took possession of the mountain passes, and 
from thence made hostile incursions into the land 
of Israel. 

Ver. 4. Sons of Bean. This “Bean” was 
probably at the head of some Bedouin tribe which 
made predatory excursions. Blau, in Merx’s 
Archiv (i., p. 359), says: “The region in which 
the event described in 1 Mace. v. 1-6 took place is 
the same as that which the table by Karnak calls 
Bajaa, near Kapharbaruk, east from Hebron, 
where in the time of the Maccabees Idumezans 
settled. In my opinion, ]32 32 signifies sim- 
ply the inhabitants of the place Bajjan.” 

Ver.5. Destroyed them utterly. The Greek 
word is aveQeudricev. The word dvd@nua is the 
Attic form of the substantive, and means “‘ offer- 
ing.” It oceurs also with this meaning in 2 
Mace. ii. 13. Cf. also Luke xxi. 5, with Gal. i. 8, 
9. Generally, however, in the LXX., as in the 
present passage, it is used as synonymous with 


D7, i.e., devoted to destruction. Cf. Cremer, 
Lez., §. v. 
Ver. 6. Timotheus. He was probably a 


Syrian general, and the same as the one men- 
tioned in verse 11, below, and in 2 Mace. xii. 2 ff. 

Ver. 8. Jazer, spelled also Jaazer. It was 
situated fifteen Roman miles north from Hesh- 
bon, and ten west from Philadelphia in Gilead. 
It has been recently found, as is supposed, in 
Szir, from which a little stream flows, as from the 
ancient Jazer,into the Jordan. Cf. Fritzsche, in 
Schenkel’s Bib. Lex., s. v. 

Ver. 9. Galaad. It is the Greek form of the 
word Gilead.. It is meant to embrace here, appa- 
rently, the possessions of Israel, which went by 
this name, on the east side of the Jordan. — 
Dathema. This place is also mentioned by Jo- 
sephus (Antigq., xii. 8, § 1), but has not been iden- 
tified. Ewald supposes it may be the Dama in 
Hauran discovered by Burckhardt. 


Ver. 12. Tubius. It is probably the land of 
Tob spoken of in the history of Jephtha. See 
Judges xi. 3, and cf. 2 Sam. x. 6; 2 Mace. xii. 


bas { 
Ver. 13. Thy arockeuhy. Trendelenburg (Hich- 


horn’s Rep., Theil 15, p. 13) thinks that by this 


word female children and young unmarried wom- 
en are indicated. But it is interpreted in verse 
23 as all that they had. It seems to mean here 
much the same as our expression goods and chat- 
tels, including, with household utensils, the flocks 
and herds. It is rendered in Polybius, both as 
singular and plural, by “baggage.” ~ Cf. Liddell 
and Scott, s.v. See, below, ix. 35, and the LXX. 
at 1 Chron. v. 21. — A thousand men, x1Alapxlav 
avdpav. This Greek word is used in the LXX. 
(Numb. xxxi. 48) to designate a division of a 
thousand men standing under the command of a 
chiliarch. Some (Michaelis and Scholz) suppose 
these Gileadites would represent that an entire 
tribe had been destroyed. 

Ver. 15. Ptolemais =Accho, the Modern St. 
Jean d’ Acre, a seaport town on the Mediterranean, 
not far from the mouth of the little river Belus, 
and thirty miles south of Tyre. — Galilee of the 
Gentiles. The corrections of the text at this 
point — for such they seem to be — were probably 
occasioned by ignorance of its meaning in the 
original form. Cf Matt. iv. 15, where this ex- 
pression is used. Upper Galilee is meant, whose 
population was largely foreign. 

Ver. 20. The size of the Jewish army, as con- 
sisting of eleven thousand men, is considerably 
larger than it was represented to be in the previ- 
ous chapter (iv. 6). Two thousand are said to 
have fallen (verse 60) in the battle which Joseph 
and Azarias, contrary to the orders of Judas, 
fought at Jamnia. 

Ver. 23. Of Galilee, 7.¢., the Jews of that 
province. They were transferred to Jerusalem 
for the sake of greater security. — Arbattis. 
This place has been supposed by some (Ewald) 
to be the district north of the Sea of Galilee 
(Syr., Ard Bot). Others think the word to be a 
corruption of ’AxpaBarrlyn, Acrabattine, in Idu- 
mea. Others still (Hitzig, Geschichte, p. 397) make 
it the same as Harbattot (mountain of the abyss), 
the NdpBada of Josephus (Jud. Bell., ii. 14, § 5), 
sixty furlongs from Czsarea, towards Samaria. 

Ver. 25. The length of a day’s journey was 
differently reckoned by the ancients in the Hast, 
being from one hundred and fifty to two hundred 
and ten furlongs. At present it is about four 
geographical miles. — Nabatei. According to 
Noldeke (Schenkel’s Bib. Lex., s. v.), an Arab 
tribe which dwelt in the southern part of Judwxa, 
in a region which had been previously vacated by 
the Edomites. The latter had taken possession 
soon after the destruction of Jerusalem by Nebu- 


chadnezzar.. See Gen. xxv. 18, and Diod. Sic., 
ii. 48, xix. 94-97. : 
Ver. 26. Bossora. Probably “ Bostra,”’ in 


Hauran.— Casphor. According to Hitzig (Ge- 
schichte, p. 398), Chisfin, lying between the Jordan 
and “Nava,” on the way to Egypt, about sixty 
miles from Damascus. — Maked. The same au- 
thor holds this place to be identical with Maqadd, 
on the border of Hauran, near Adhraa&t. — Car- 
nain. ‘This was the residence of Og, king of 
Bashan. Cf. Deut. i. 4. 

Ver. 27. The meaning is that the enemy had 
resolved to destroy, on the very next day, all the 
Jews whom they were now besieging in these 
different cities. 


Ver. 28. Edge of the sword, 7. e., giving no 
quarter. 
Ver. 29. The fortress. Dathema (verse 11) 
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must be meant. The apparent inaccuracy of 
using the plural was perhaps due to the incorrect 
report of the Nabatzi, as Keil suggests. 

Ver. 35. Maspha. Clearly not the Mizpeh of 
Moab (1 Sam. xxii. 3), but of Gilead (Judg. xi. 
PAS pee) WC 

Ver. 37. Raphon. 
cities, namely, Raphana. 
§ 4. 
Vers. 40, 41. This opinion of Timotheus is 
based on his knowledge of the impetuosity of the 
assaults of Judas. 

Ver. 42. Scribes of the people. The Greek 
word ypaumarevs, here used, is employed by the 


LXX. to translate both 75D, numberer, scribe, 


and “WtL, overseer, director. Probably the for- 


mer is here meant. They were officers who kept 
the muster-rolls, and looked after all matters of 
this sort which required writing. 

Vers. 43, 44. Carnain. See verse 26, above. 
The soldiers of Timotheus seem to have supposed 
that their lives would be spared if they took 
refuge in this temple. Cf. x. 83, where a similar 
case occurs. 

Vers. 46-48. Ephron. It lay on the east of 
Jordan, over against Scythopolis. There was an- 
other place by this name in the possessions of 
Benjamin. Cf. Keil’s Com. at 2 Chron. xiii. 19. 
Judas probably at first feared that the city might 
prove to be too strong for his force, and for that 
reason sought a peaceful passage through it. 
The reason for its refusal is the more plain if this 


Probably one of the ten 
Cf. Jos., Antiq., xii. 8, 


was really the residence of the Syrian general 
Lysias. Cf. 2 Mace. xii. 27. + 

Ver. 52. Great plain before Bethsan. This 
was probably not the plain of Jezreel, or Es- 
draelon, as Grimm supposes, — as that lay behind, 
not “before,’? Bethsan, — but the Jordan valley, 
between Lake Tiberias and Saktit. Bethsan, 
now Beisan (cf. Josh. xvii. 11), was named by 
the Greeks Scythopolis. 

Ver. 54. Wot one of them had fallen, 7. e., 
none had fallen from the time they crossed the 
Jordan; or it may refer simply to the non- 
combatants whom Judas was conducting to Jeru- 
salem. 

Ver. 63. The man Judas. The same expres- 
sion is used of Moses. Ex. xi.8; Numb. xii. 3. 
It means the man par excellence, the noted man, 
the hero. 

Ver. 65. Hebron. This is the old patriarchal 
city of the name, situated south of Jerusalem, on 
the mountains of Judah. Its present name is E/- 
Khalil. 

Ver. 66. Passed through Samaria. Keil, 
with Grotius, Michaelis, and others, accepts the 
reading of the Old Latin, Mapiccay (Mareshah), 
which is also that of Josephus (Antiq., xii. 8,°§ 6). 
It certainly agrees better with the context, this 
city lying in the low country of Judah, directly 
on the line of his march. 

Ver.67. On that day, 2. e., apparently on the 
day of the march through Mareshah. The in- 
habitants probably showed hostility to the army 
of Judas. Cf. 2 Mace. xii. 35. 


CuHArTer VI. 


1 Awnp the! king Antiochus passed * through the upper ® countries, and 4 heard that 


bo 


in Elymais in Persia there was a city renowned ° for riches, silver, and gold ; and that 


the temple which was in it was very rich; and that there were there armors ® of 
gold, and ‘breastplates, and weapons,’ which Alexander the son® of Philip, the ® 


3 Macedonian king who reigned first among the Grecians, had left there. 


And ?° he 


came and sought to take the city, and to spoil it ; and“ he was not able, because the 


op 


matter was known to the citizens.” And they * rose up against him in battle, and 4 
he fled, and departed thence with great grief to return to Babylon. And ™ there 


came one who brought him tidings into Persia, that the armies, which went into the 
6 land of Juda” were put to flight; and that Lysias went forth as commander2® 
with a strong force, and was put to flight before them ; and that they were made 
strong with weapons, and material, and many ” spoils which they had taken from 


7 the armies that” they had destroyed ; 


also that they had pulled down the abomi- 


nation which he built *? upon the altar in Jerusalem, and that they had surrounded 24 


8 the sanctuary with high walls, as before, and his city Bethsura. 


Ver. 1.—1A.V.: About that time («a‘). 


2 travelling. 


And it came to 


8 high. 4 omits and. 5 say that Elymais (the 


reading I have adopted, with Fritzsche and Keil, is év ‘EAvwatés, and it is supported by many of the best authorities 
that is, as far as the preposition is concerned: III. X. 28. 55. 56. 71. al. Co, Ald. Besides, there was no city ** Blymais ” 
in Persia ; it was the name of a province. This reading is also supported in a general way by Polyb. (xxxi. 11) andl 
Appian (Syr., c. Ixvi.)) in the country of Persia was a city greatly renowned. % 

Vers. 2,3.— A. V.: that there was in it a very rich temple, wherein were coverings (marg., shields. Of. iy. 6, where 


the A. V. renders the same word ‘“‘ armour”), 
before BaovAevs from IIT. X. 28. 56. al.) 10 Wherefore. 

Vers. 4-6. — 18 A. V.: omits And they. it s0, 
Judea. 


supplies of various kinds), and store of. 
Ver. 7.— 3 A. V.: had set up. 


21 gotten of, 
24 compassed about. 


7 shields (67Aa). 


15 heaviness, and returned. 
18 who went forth first (€v mpwrous = inter primos, i. e., as leader). 
the Jews (there is slight MS. authority for the words in italies). 


8 A., son. 9° (Fritzsche adopts the article 

2 they of the city, having had warning thereof. 
16 Moreover: 7 against .... 
ie 19 great power, was driven away of 
y the armour, and power (Suvdmer. It refers to 


11 but. 


22 whom. 
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pass when? the king heard these words, he was astonished and sore moved; and 
he took to his * bed, and fell sick for grief, because it had not befallen him as he 
9 desired.’ And he was there * many days; for great grief came ever anew upon 
10 him,° and he thought that he should die. And? he called for all his friends, and 
said unto them, Sleep departeth*® from mine eyes, and my heart faileth because of 
11 care. And I thought with myself, Unto” what tribulation have ™ I come, and 
what great flood” ¢s ¢t wherein now I am! For I was bountiful ® and beloved in 
12 my power. But now] remember the evils that I did at Jerusalem, and that T took 
all the vessels of gold and silver that were therein, and sent forth ™ to destroy 
13 the inhabitants of Juda without a cause. I perceive therefore!” that for these 
things ** these troubles have come ” upon me; and behold, I perish through great 
14 grief in a strange land. And he called* for Philip, one of his friends; and he 
15 made him ™ ruler over all his kingdom.” And he* gave him the crown, and his 
robe, and the * signet, to the end that he might guide his son Antiochus, and train 
16 him up for the kingdom. And the* king Antiochus died there in the hundred 
17 forty and ninth year. And™ when Lysias learned * that the king was dead, he 
set * Antiochus his son, whom he had trained up as a youth,” to reign in his stead; 
and his name he called Eupator. 
18 And they of the fortress* shut up ® the Israelites round about the sanctuary, 
19 and sought always their hurt, and the strengthening of the heathen. And Judas 
purposed * to destroy them, and*™ called all the people together to besiege them. 
20. And * they came together, and besieged them in the hundred and fiftieth year, and 
21 he made shooting towers and other engines *® against them. And some of them 
came forth from the confinement, and unto them certain of the*’ ungodly men of 
22 Israel joined themselves; and they went unto the king, and said, How long * ere 
23 thou execute judgment, and avenge our brethren? We were well pleased ® to 
serve thy father, and to walk according to his orders,*? and to obey his command- 
24 ments. And for this cause the sons of our people encamped against the fortress,” and 
were * alienated from us ; moreover as many of us as they lighted on “ they slew, and 
25 our inheritance was spoiled.* And they stretched not ** out theiv hand against us 
26 only, but also against all their borders. And behold, this day are they besieging “ 
the fortress ** at Jerusalem, to take it; and the sanctuary “ and Bethsura have they 
27 fortified. And*° if thou dost not anticipate * them quickly, they will do greater 
things than these, and thou wilt not be able to restrain them.” 
28 And when the king heard it,** he was angry, and gathered together all his 
29 friends, and * the commanders * of his army, and those over™ the horse. There 
came also unto him from other kingdoms, and from isles of the seas,” hired soldiers. 


Vers. 8, 9.—1 A. V.: Now when. 2 whereupon he laid him down upon his. 3 looked for. # And there 
he continued. 5 his grief was ever more and more. 6 made account .... should die. 

Vers. 10-12. 7 A. V.: Wherefore. 8 The sleep is gone (cf., for a similar expression, Gen. xxxi. 40; Dan. vi. 18). 
9 faileth (lit., falls together, or falls away. He felt heartbroken) for very care, 10 with myself (lit., said to my 
heart, but IIT. X. 23. 55. al. Ald. omit ov), Into (éws, i. e., as far as). 1 am. 12 how great a flood of misery (the 
italics are correct as a gloss, but more properly belong in a commentary than in a translation). 13 bountiful (xpyo- 
70s). 14 (Nothing representing ‘‘ were ”’ is found in the Greek.) 15 omits forth. 16 Judea without a cause 
(8c xevfs, often found in the LXX. as 6a xevqs mpéfews. In the classics it meant, rather, without result). 

Vers. 138-15. —17 Omitted by III. X. 23. 44, 71. al. Co. Ald. 18 A.V. ; this cause. 19 are come (eUpor), 20 Then 
called he. 21 whom he made. 22 realm. 23 omits he. 24 his (more emphatic to leave the article). 25 he 
should bring wp (here ayayetv, and followed, in the next line, by exdpépar). . . . nourish. 

Vers. 16, 17.— 26 A. V.: So. 27 Now. 28 knew. 29 set up. 30 brought up, being young. 

Vers. 18-20. —51 A. V.: About this time (xa/) they that were in the tower (for uniformity, I change. Cf. iv. 41, et 
passim). %2shut up (conclusum tenebant, Wahl). % Wherefore J., purposing. 4 omits and, 85 So, 36 mounts 
for shot (BeAoordcets. Cod. III. has BeAooracia, which form is found in Polyb. It was an engine for hurling missiles) 
....and ether engines (unxavds). : 

Vers. 21-24. — 387 A. V.: Howbeit certain of them that were besieged got forth, unto whom some. 88 long will it be. 
39 (roujoy Kpiow. Codd. IIT. 23. 44. 62. have for the former, roujoers, which is preferred by Grimm, as more in accord- 
ance with the usage of the LXX. But cf. 2 Macc. xiv. 18.) 40 have been willing. 41 do as he would have us. 
42 For which cause they of our nation besiege (I adopt meprexé@nvro, with Fritzsche and Keil, from X. 23. 62., and so, 
too, afterwards, 7AAoTptobvro, from IIT. X. 23.44. and most of the MSS., in place of wepexdOnvrar and addotpiovyrat 


respectively, of the text. rec.) the tower. — #8 are. 44 could light on. 45 spoiled our inheritance. 

Vers. 25-27. —46 A. V.: Neither have they stretched. 47 (here mapeuBeBAncacr, which is a stronger word than the 
one used at ver. 24, wepuexdOnvro.) 48 tower (cf. ver. 18). 49 it: the sanctuary’also. 50 Wherefore. 51 pre- 
yent (i. e., get ahead of). 52 neither shalt thou.... rule them (karacxety avt@v = hold them in check). 


Vers. 28, 29.— 3 A. V.: Now. 54 this. 55 (kat, with the following article, is omitted by III. X. 44. 62. Co. Ald.) 
56 captains. 57 that had charge of (simply éz/). 68 (‘‘ the reins,” t. é., of the horses of the army.) 59 sea (plur.), 


bands of. ; 
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30 And?! the number of his forces? was an hundred thousand footmen, and twenty 
31 thousand horsemen, and two and thirty elephants exercised in® battle. And they * 
went though Idumza, and pitched against Bethsura, and fought ® many days, and 
made® engines of war ; and they 7 came out, and burnt them with fire, and fought 
82 valiantly. And* Judas removed from the fortress, and pitched in Bethzacharia,’ over 
33 against the king’s army.” And the king rose early and removed his army, eager 
for the fray, toward Beethzacharia ; 9 and the soldiers made ready for ™ battle, and 
34 sounded the trumpets. And to the end they might provoke ” the elephants to fight, 
35 they showed them the blood of grapes and mulberries. And? they distributed ™ 
the beasts among the phalanxes,” and for every elephant they appointed a thousand 
men, wearing chain armor, and on their heads helmets of brass ; and for every beast 
36 there were appointed five hundred chosen.horsemen.% ‘These were beforehand,” 
wheresoever the beast was; and whithersoever it * went, they went also, and de- 
87 parted not from him. And upon them were 2 strong towers of wood, which 
covered every one of the beasts, and were bound upon him by certain contrivances ; 
and 2 upon: every one were two and thirty soldiers,” that fought upon them, besides 
38 his Indian driver.2 And the rest of the horsemen they set * on this side and on 
that side on the two wings of the army, to harass the enemy and serve as protec- 
39 tion for the phalanxes.™ And when the sun shone upon the shields of gold and 
40 brass, the mountains glistened ” therewith, and shone * like lamps of fire. And * 
part of the king’s army spread itself out upon ® the high mountains, and part on 
41 the lowlands ; and they came on confidently and in order. And all that heard 
the noise of their multitude, and the marching of the multitude,” and the striking 
together of the weapons, trembled ; * for the army was very great and mighty. 
42 And*® Judas and his army ® drew near to” battle; and there fell * of the king’s 
43 army six hundred men. And Eleazar Avaran perceived one of the beasts that was 
armed with royal armor, and ® was higher than all the other beasts, and he appeared 
44 as though the ® king was upon him. And he gave his life, to the end he might de- 
45 liver his people, and get for himself an eternal name. And* he ran upon him 
courageously into the midst of the phalanx, and put to death to the right hand 
46 and“! the left; and“ they were divided from him on both sides. And he slipped 
in *” under the elephant, and stabbed him from beneath,* and slew him and he fell 








Ver. 30.—1 A. V.: So that. 2 army. 3 eiddres, here skilled in. 

Vers. 31-84. —4 A. V.: These. 5 which they assaulted. 6 making. 7 but they of Bethsura. 8 Upon 
this. 9 Bathzacharias (as 93. and Old Lat., as it respects the termination). 10 camp (ef. ver. 33). 11 Then the 
king, rising very early, marched fiercely with (év dpyxware avris = in its eagerness, impetuosity. It was eager for the 
fray) his host toward Bathzacharias, where Ais armies made them ready to. 2 rapactycat, to bring to one’s side and 
80 stimulate, encourage. Vulg., acuere. 

Vers. 85, 836. —18 A. V.: Moreover. 14 divided. 15 armies (fdAayyas ; papayyas, IIT. 62. 71. 74. 243. Ald.). 
16 armed with coats of mail (év aAvovdwrTois, preceded by teOwpaxioueévovs), and with helmets of brass on their heads; 
and besides this for every beast were ordained five hundred horsemen of the best. . @ These were ready at every 
occasion (pd Karpod = before the time, i. e., the battle, and hence in previous exercises, and on the march). 18 the 
beast. 19 neither departed they. 

Vers. 87, 88. —20 A. V.: the beasts were there. 21 of them, and were girt fast unto them with devices: there were 
also. 22 every one two and thirty strong men (Suvdwews is omitted by IIT. 62. 71. al. Co. Ald.). 23 the Indian that 
ruled him. 24 As for the remnant... . set them. 25 and that side (é@ev kat évOev)....at.... parts of the 
host, giving them signs what to do (xataceiovtes, lit., to shake down, throw down. The subject is the persons who 
arranged the order of battle, and the present participle is used like the infin. in Latin. Cf. Winer, p. 345, § 4), and 
being harnessed all over amidst the ranks (kal carappaccdpevor ev tats padayéw, lit., and to protect themselves Fe the 
phalanzes, i. e., the same persons spoken of before, the commanders with their men, not the horsemen. Fritzsche re- 
ceives péAayéw from III. X. 55. 56, 62. 106. Old Lat. Syr.; text. rec., dapayéw, which reading the A. V. notices in the 
margin: defended with the valleys). ‘ 

Vers. 89, 40. — 6 A. V.: Now. 27 glistered. 28 shined. 29 So. 80 being spread upon. 81 on the valleys 
below (Fritzsche receives ra before ramwewvd from III. X. 28. 44. 56. 74. 93. 106. 248. Co.), they marched on safely (acda- 


Ads. The Vulg. has caute, and is followed by most commentators. More properly with Grimm and Keil, confidenter. 
Jirmo pede). ’ ) 


Vers. 41, 42. —82 A. V.: Wherefore. 33 company (7A7Govs, as just before). 34 rattli 7 
harness, were moved (lit., shaken). 35 Then. 88 host. 37 near, and ace into. # pride: epee 
Ver. 48.— 99 A. V.: E. also, surnamed Savaran (so text. rec.; 19. 28. 64. al. Co. Syr. Joseph., avapay; X. 55. al 
avpav. Of. ii. 5), perceiving that... . armed with royal harness, (Fritzsche adopts @épaéw Bao dieete from TI x 23. 
44, 55. al.; text. rec., the sing.), 40 the rest, and supposing that (46@y. The subject is rd Onptov) the. , ibe 

Vers. 44-46. —41 A. V.: put himself in jeopardy (See Com.). 42 him a perpetual. 43 Wherefore. 4 through 
.... battle, slaying on... .and on. 45 so that. 46 (Lit., hither and thither.) 47 Which done, he crept (Kat 


eiobv). 48 thrust him under (so the Vulg., supposwit se, but it is an unusual employment of this verb, and would be 
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47 on the ground over? him, and there he died. And when they saw? the strength 
of the king, and the impetuosity of the soldiers, they ® turned away from them. 
48  But* the king’s army * went up to Jerusalem to meet them. And the king 
49 pitched his tents against Judea, and against mount Sion; and® with them that 
were in Bethsura he made peace; and’ they came out of the city, because they 
had no provisions there to endure the siege ;* for it was a year of rest® to the 
50 land. And” the king took Bethsura, and detailed ™ a garrison there to keep it. 
51 And he besieged the sanctuary many days; and he set up there towers for shooting, 
and engines and machines ™ to cast fire and stones, and scorpions * to cast—darts, 
52 and slings. And™ they also made engines against their engines, and fought a long 
53 time.” But their magazines were without provisions, on account of its being the 
seventh year, and they who had taken refuge in Judwa from the heathen, had eaten 
54 up the residue of the store; and there were dut a few left in the sanctuary,” be- 
cause the famine overcame them, and they dispersed * themselves, every man to his 
own place. 
55 And Lysias heard” that Philip, whom Antiochus the king while he yet lived ” 
56 had appointed to bring up his son Antiochus, that he might be king, had returned 
from* Persia and Media, also the troops that went with the king, along with him,” 
57 and that he sought to seize thé government.” And he felt impelled to depart in 
haste, and said to the king and the leaders of the army and the men, We grow 
weaker daily, and our provision is * small, and the place we lay siege unto is strong, 
58 and the affairs of the kingdom lie upon us. Now therefore let us be friends 
59 with these men, and make peace with them, and with all their nation; and cove- 
pant™ with them, that they shall live ** after their customs, as before; for they 
are angry,” and have done all these things, because we abolished their customs.” 
60 And the matter pleased the king and the princes ; and ® he sent unto them to make 
61 peace ; and they accepted thereof. And* the king and the princes made an oath 
62 unto them; whereupon they went out of the fortress.** And® the king entered 
into mount Sion; and ** when he saw the defenses * of the place, he broke the 
oath that he had sworn,* and gave commandment to pull down the wall round 
63 about. And he departed in haste,® and returned unto Antiochia, and found 
Philip® master of the city; and“! he fought against him, and took the city by 


force. 

a repetition of what is just said. The word 7d éc¢os is rather to be supplied, as is done by 19. 56. 64. 93.). 1 where- 
upon the elephant fell down upon. 

Vers. 47-49. —2 A.V.: Howhbeit the rest of the Jews seeing. 8 violence (cf. ver. 33) of his forces. 4 Then. 
5 (Lit., Those from the king’s army, of dé éx, ete. Cod. III. omits the article, indicating that it was only a detach- 
ment.) 6 But. 7 for. 8 victuals there to endure the siege (tod ovyKexAcioGae ev avTp). 8 Itbeing.... 
rest (cdBBatov). 

Vers. 50-54. —19 A. V.: So. 11 set (améraéev). 12 As for the sanctuary, he besieged it... .and set there 
artillery with engines and instruments. 313 pieces (aKopriéia). 14 Whereupon. 15 held them battle... . season. 


16 Yet at the last, their vessels (&yio.s is adopted by Fritzsche from IIT. X. 56. 106. al. Syr. ; Old Lat., im civitate ; text. 
rec., ayyetows, Which is accepted by Grimm and Keil. The former may have arisen from its use at ver. 54) being without 
yictuals, (for that it was . .. . in Judea, that were delivered from the Gentiles . . . . store ;) there. 17 sanctuary (or 
“holy places,” ¢. ¢., here, the fortress of the temple mount). 18 did so prevail against them, that they were fain to 
disperse. 

Vers 55-58. —19 A. V.: At that time....heard say. % whiles he lived (ére ¢@vros avrod, IIT. X. 23. 44. 55. al. Co. 
Ald. ; text. rec., ére Gov). 21 was returned out of. 22 and the king’s host a/so that went with him (X. 28. 52. al. Syr. 
have pera before 70d BacwAdws which is omitted by the text. rec., while 55. Old Lat. omit the last two words). 3 take 
unto him the ruling of the affairs. 24 Wherefore he went in all haste (I adopt from Fritzsche, with Grimm and Keil, 
the text, cal karéomevdev Kat éxévevoev, employing the former verb adverbially. Of., for this usage, Winer, p. 468. 


For eizetv, there should also be read elwev, with III. X. 28. al.). 25 captains of the host and the company, We decay 
daily,.... victuals are but. 26 Marg., Gr., give hands. 

Vers. 59-61. —2" arjowmerv. 28 Lit., go, walk. 29 A. V.: laws (vouipors), as they did before. 30 therefore dis- 
pleased. %tlaws. 2 So the king ....were content: wherefore.  °8 Also. 4 strong hold. 


Vers. 62, 63.— 95 A. V.: Then. 36 but. 37 strength (7d oxvpwua). 38 brake his... . made. 89 Afterward 
departed he in all haste. 49 where he found Philip to be. #1 so. 


CHAPTER VI. 


Ver. 1. In Elymais. Another name for Susi-|Such a custom was not unknown in ancient 
ana, in the western part of Persia. Those who | times; Arabic geographers, for instance, having 
accept the text. rec. think the writer may have| given the name “Heypt” both to Memphis and 
given the name of the province to its chief city, | Cairo. Grimm prefers the theory of a mistake 
no city by this name being known to geographers. | in translation, thinking that the Hebrew word for 
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province was rendered by mérus. Cf LXX. at 
Dan. xi. 24. But the reading above, which is 
adopted by Fritzsche, seems sufficiently well sup- 
ported. 

Ver. 2. Reigned first among the Grecians, 
See emended text ati.1. This statement is not 
exactly true, since his father, Philip, had also 
reigned over the Greeks. But the kingdom of 
Alexander, through the conquests which he made, 
quite overshadowed that of his father. The for- 
mer was founder of the Greek empire in its widest 
extent. 

Vers. 3, 4. According to Appian, Antiochus 
succeeded in robbing the temple but, in addition 
to our book, the definite statement of Polybius 
is against him. Cf. Text. Notes. 

Ver.7. Abomination. Of course, the mes- 
senger did not use this word to Antiochus. It is 
put in his mouth by the Jewish historian. 

Ver. 13. Strange land. It belonged to his 
own kingdom, but was far from the seat of gov- 
ernment. Doubtless the description of the last 
hours of this wretched king is, for the most part, 
imaginative. That there was some basis of truth 
in the representation, however, appears from what 
Polybius (xxxi. 11) says: “ Aampovhoas, as Evroi 
pact,” ete. 

Ver. 14. Philip. According to 2 Mace. v. 22, 
a Phrygian; and 2 Mace. ix. 29, a friend of Anti- 
ochus in boyhood. — Signet, seal ring. Cf. Tob. 
i, 22, and Esth. iii. 10. See also Rawlinson, 
Ancient Mon., i. 94, 158, 170, 383; iii. 226, 342. 

Ver. 15. Died there. It was at Tabe, in 
Persia, on the authority of Polybius (/. c.). 

Ver. 17. Antiochus Eupator was at this time 
but nine years of age, according to Appian (De 
Rebus Syr., xlvi., Ixvi). According to other au- 
thorities he was fourteen. The former view is 
probably the correct one. 

Ver. 18. Shut up the Israelites (joay ovy- 
KAelovres). They hindered the people from go- 
ing in and out, by holding possession of the pas- 
sages. 

Ver.22. Our brethren. See, in the following 
verse, our people. The garrison was composed of 
foreign soldiers, together with apostate Jews. 

Ver. 23. Evdoxoduev, we were well pleased. 
The word is found only in the later Greek, and is 
really but a stronger form for doxeiv, to think i 
good. Cf. Acts xxvi. 9. 


Ver. 28. When the king heard it. What is 
said of the king here is probably te be referred to 
Lysias. 

Ver. 29. Other kingdoms. Those of Asia 


Minor: Pergamos, Bithynia, Pontus, and Cappa- 
docia. 

Ver. 30. Great as this army is here repre- 
sented to be, the numbers are still further in- 
creased in 2 Macc. xiii, 2. Both seem too high. 
One half the army of Lysias was still in Persia, 
under Philip (verse 14). While the entire army 
of Syria, at an earlier period, when the empire 
was in its bloom, as at the battle of Magnesia, 
numbered only eighty thousand men. Still, as 
Michaelis and Grimm have shown, there was a 
special reason why Lysias should raise as large a 
force as possible at this time, inasmuch as it was 
not simply to operate against Judea, but against 
his rival, Philip, and to sustain the yet unac- 
knowledged claims of Eupator to the throne. 

Ver.32. Beethzacharia. It lay, according to 
Josephus (Antiq., xii. 9, § 4), between Jerusalem 
and Bethsura, about eight miles north from the 
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latter place. It is identified with the modern 
Beit Sakarieh. 

Ver. 34. Showed them the blood of grapes 
and mulberries, 7. ¢., spirituous liquors made out 
of these fruits, which were much relished by these 
animals. Cf. 3 Mace. v. 2. If it had been really 
given to them, they might have been rendered 
unmanageable. On the use of elephants by the 
Persians in battle, cf. Rawlinson, Ancient Mon., 
iii, 182, 532. The Romans had declared their 
unwillingness that the Syrians should use ele- 
phants for warlike purposes. 

Ver. 37. Two and thirty soldiers. The 
number commonly fighting in this way on the 
back of an elephant was, at the most, only four 
or five. Besides, a structure capable of holding 
thirty warriors would have been quite too large 
for an elephant’s back. Whether the obvious 
error is due to an exaggeration or a mistransla- 
tion, two or three being taken for two and thirty, it 
is impossible to say ; but, considering the gener- 
ally trustworthy character of our book, the latter 
theory is preferable. — His Indian (driver). The 
elephant came from India, and often, though not 
always, bad drivers from that country. 

Ver, 38. Phalanxes. It seemed to us better 
to retain this term, which is descriptive of the 
well-known Macedonian order of battle, that was 
in use also among the Syrians. The cavalry on 
each wing had for its object to prevent any flank- 
ing movement on the part of the enemy- 

Ver. 39. Shields of gold. There must have 
been very few indeed. Possibly, however, a thin 
covering of gold is meant. 


Ver. 44. Gave his life. Lit., himself. Cf. 
Gal. i. 4; Tit. ii. 14. 
Ver. 47. The brevity of this narrative has 


been observed by commentators, and ascribed to 
the desire of the Jewish historian to get over an 
unpleasant subject as soon as possible. But it 
may have really been a comparatively small and 
unimportant battle, owing to the nature of the 
country. 

Ver. 48. This verse seems to presuppose that 
Judas took refuge with his force within the forti- 
fications of Jerusalem. So also Josephus (xii. 9, 
§ 5); although in another place the latter aflirms 
that he was not in Jerusalem at all at this time, 
as was probably the case. Otherwise we should 
expect some notice of the fact in what is said 
later concerning the conclusion of a peace. 

Ver. 49. A year of rest to the land. Cf. 
Deut. xv. 1 ff ; Keil’s Archdol., p. 392 f.; and 
Caspari in Stud. u. Kritik. for 1877, p. 181 £. 
The last author says: “This” —?. e., what is 
narrated from vi. 20, to vi. 52, 53—“all hap- 
pened in the (Seleucian) year 150; for the events 
of the year 149 are described chap. vi. 1-16, and 
those of the year 151 in chap. vii. 1 ff. The year 
150 was therefore the Sabbatic year. With this 
position of the First Book of Maccabees agrees 
almost literally the report of Josephus (Antig., 
xii. 9). According to him, also, the events belong 
to the Seleucian year 150. The want which the 
besieged in the temple suffered, he ascribes to the 
Sabbatic year. With these two concordant re- 
ports that of 2 Mace. xiii. 1 is in contradiction, 
where the date 149 instead of 150 is found. But in 
that book rules an evident chronological confusion, 
since in chap. xi. 33 the royal confirmation of the 
capitulation of the temple is improperly put in 
the year 148, since it took place in consequence 
of what is related in xiii. 1. The dates of 1 
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Maccabees and of Josephus must then be held for 
correct, and the year 150 of the Seleucian era 
have been the Sabbatic year.” ‘The epoch of 
the Seleucian era is October, or Tischri, 3.0. 
812, 442 of Rome. The first year of the era, 
accordingly, is reckoned from October, 313, to 
October, 312. The Seleucian era 150 is B. c. 
312-150 = 163, 7t.e., from October B. Gc. 163 to 
October B. c. 162. This is the Sabbatic year. 
Some chronologists think it extended from B. c. 
164-168, because in this way the want experi- 
enced in the Seleucian year 150 could be better 





utmost definiteness that the Seleucian year 150 
was the Sabbatic year: éxelvw-1@ trex... . 7d 
€Bdouov éros. Moreover, the want in the Sabbatic 
year itself is explained by the fact that every 
cultivator of the soil held a stock for two years 
on hand for himself, and hence the public markets 
and magazines were less cared for, and so the 
want was perceptible immediately after the har- 
vest of the sixth year.” 

Ver. 61. The princes joined in taking the 
oath, on account of the fact that the king had 
not yet attained his majority. 


explained. Both reports, however, say with the 





Cuartrer VII. 


a 


In the hundred and fifty-first’ year Demetrius the son of Seleucus departed 
from Rome, and came up with a few men unto a city of the sea coast, and reigned 
there. And it came to pass? as he entered into the palace of his ancestors, the sol- 
diers seized® Antiochus and Lysias, to bring them unto him. And when the 
matter was known to him,* he said, Let me not see ® their faces. And the soldiers ® 
slew them, and’ Demetrius sat® upon the throne of his kingdom. And® there 
came unto him all the transgressors and ungodly men of Israel, and Alcimus, who 
6 was desirous to be high priest, was their leader. And they accused the people to 

the king, saying, Judas and his brethren have slain all ” thy friends, and driven ® 
7 us out of our land.“ Now therefore send a man whom thou trustest, and let him 

go and see all the ** havoc he hath made amongst us, and in the king’s land, and let 
8 him punish “ them with all them that aid them. And” the king chose Bacchides, 

one of the friends of the king, who ruled beyond the river,” and was a great man 
9 in the kingdom, and faithful to the king. And he sent him and the godless * Alci- 
mus, whom he made high priest,” and commanded that he should take vengeance 
on the sons * of Israel. And they departed, and’ came with a great force * into, 
the land of Juda. And he* sent messengers to Judas and his brethren with words 
of peace ™ deceitfully. And they did not give* heed to their words ; for they saw 
that they had” come with a great force. And there assembled * unto Alcimus 
and Bacchides a company of scribes, to seek ® justice, and the Asidwans were the 
first among the sons* of Israel that sought peace of them. For said they, A* 
priest of the seed of Aaron hath *® come with the soldiers, and he will do us no 
wrong. And® he spake with * them peaceably, and swore” unto them, saying, 
We will not seek to harm you or your friends. And they trusted in him; and he 
seized threescore men of them,*! andslew them in one day, according to the word 
which one *? wrote, The flesh of thy saints have they cast out, and their blood have 
they shed round * about Jerusalem, and there was none to bury them. And “ the 
fear and dread of them fell upon all the people, for they * said, There is neither 


Ory 9 bo 


10 


Ee 
12 
13 
14 


15 
16 


ibe 
18 


2 omits it came to pass. 3 so it was that his forces had taken. 

Vers. 8-5.—* A. V.: Wherefore when he knew it. 5 (Lit., shew me not.) 6 So Ais host. 7 Now when.. 
8 was set. 9 omits And. 10 the wicked (avoor). ll having A..... for their captain. 

Vers. 6-8. —12 Fritzsche receives ravras from III. X. 23. 44. 55. 56. 62. 71. al. Old Lat. Co. Ald.; teat. rec. omits. 
18 Lit., dispersed, éoxdpmicay ; III. X. 23. 62. Old Lat., the sing. 14 A, V.: own land. 15 some. 18 what (7acav: 
is omitted by 52.). MW For coAacdrw, III. X. 23. 62. 106. Syr. Old Lat. have exdAacaro, so making the words refer: 
to Judas. But it is rejected by the best critics. 

Vers. 9-11. —18 A. V.: Then. 19 g friend. 


Vers. 1, 2.—1A. V.: one and fiftieth. 


21 him he sent with that wicked. 


20 flood. 22 (Lit., and made- 


the high priesthood sure to him.) 23 of the children. 24 Bo. 25 power. 26 Judea (so 23.), where they (44. has 
the plur.). 27 peaceable words. 23 But they gave no. 29 were. 30 power. 

Vers. 12-14. — 81 A. V.: Then did... . assemble. 82 require, 33 Now the Asideans (Fritzsche receives kat 
before mparou from TIT. X. 55. 62. Co. Ald. Old Lat.) .... children. 84 One that is a. 85 js. 86 this army. 


Vers. 15-17. — 87 A. V.: So. 38 unto. 39 sware. 40 procure the harm neither of you nor. 41 Whereupon 
they believed him: howbeit he took of them threescore men. 42 words which he (56., ‘* David? ; 55. Old Lat., in 
Cod. 8. Germ., “‘ Asaph ’ ; and the last two, with 19. 64. 93. Syr., add 6 mpodyrys. Codd. III. 44. 55. 56. al. the words - 
which, for the sing.). 43 There is but one verb, é&¢xeav, which, however, is meant to cover both thoughts. Cf. 


ver. 19. 


Ver. 18.—44A. V.: Wherefore. «5 who. 
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truth nor righteousness in them; for they have broken the treaty A and oath that 
19 they swore. And Bacchides removed? from Jerusalem, and pitched his tents in 
Bezeth; and 4 he sent and seized® many of the men that had deserted from him,*® 
and certain of the people,’ and when he had slain them, he cast them into the great 
20 pit. And he committed ® the country to Alcimus, and left with him an army ® to 
aid him; and” Bacchides went back “ unto the king. : 
21,22 And” Alcimus contended 18 for the high priesthood. And unto him as- 
sembled! all those who stirred up their people, and they got ® the land of Juda 
93 into their power, and slew many * in Israel. And” when J udas saw all the evil ™ 
that Alcimus and his followers! had done among the Israelites, even above the 
24 heathen, he went out into all the borders * of Judea round about, and took ven-. 
geance on the men™ that had deserted,” so that they durst no more go forth into 
25 the country. On the other hand,” when Alcimus saw that Judas and_ his followers 
gained strength, and knew that he was not able to withstand them,” he returned *° 
to the king, and accused them wickedly.” 
26 And* the king sent Nicanor, one of his honored chief officers, one that hated 
27 and was hostile unto Israel, and commanded him™ to destroy the people. And” 
Nicanor came to Jerusalem with a great force, and sent unto Judas and his breth- 
28 ren deceitfully with friendly words, saying, Let there be no war 81 between me 
29 and you; I will come with a few men, that I may see your faces ® in peace. And 
he came ® to Judas, and they saluted one another peaceably. And the enemies 
30 were prepared to take away Judas by violence. And the thing became 85 known 
to Judas, that he had come ® unto him with deceit, and, in dismay, he withdrew 
31 from 2’ him, and would see his face no more. And Nicanor,** when he saw that 
82 his plan® was discovered, went out to fight against Judas by Chapharsalama ; and 
there fell on “° Nicanor’s side about five hundred *! men ; and they fled “ into the city 
33 of David. And after these events “ went Nicanor up to mount Sion. And there_ 
came out of the sanctuary some of the priests and some “* of the elders of the peo- 
ple, to salute him peaceably, and to show him the burnt sacrifice that was offered 
84 for the king. And* he mocked them, and laughed at them, and defiled them,*® 
35 and spoke insolently.7 And he swore * in Acs wrath, saying, Unless Judas and his 
army be at once “ delivered into my hands, it shall be, if ever I come again in 
36 peace, I will burn up this house. And he ™ went out in great wrath.°* And 
the priests entered in, and stood before the altar and the temple, and wept, and 
37 said, Thou O Lord,® didst choose this house to be called by thy name, and to be 
38 a house of prayer and petition for thy people. Be avenged on™ this man and on ** 
his army,” and let them fall by the sword ; remember their blasphemies, and suffer 
them not to continue.” 
39 And Nicanor went out of Jerusalem, and pitched his tents in Bethoron; and 
40 there joined him a force from Syria. And Judas pitched in Adasa with three 
41 thousand men; and Judas prayed, and said,“* When they that were sent from the 


Vers. 18,19. —1 A. V.: covenant (crdow). ° 2 made. 8 After this removed B. 4 where. 5 took. 
6 forsaken him (I adopt the reading of the teat. rec., with Grimm, Keil, and others, ax’ avrod avtopoAncdvtwev avSpar ; 
Fritzsche receives for the first two words wer’ avtov, from III. X. 23. 44. 52. 56. al. Co. Ald. The reference is probably 
to Jews who had once joined the Syrian party and afterward withdrawn from it. Cf. Com.). 7 people also. 
8 Then committed he (kat karéoryge, which the Old Lat.,renders by commisit). ® a power. 10 go. 11 went. 

Vers. 21-28.— 12 A. V.: But, 13 (¢. e., with arms.) 14 resorted. 15 such as troubled the .. . . who, after they 
had gotten. 16 did much hurt (lit., made a great defeat). 7 Now. 18 mischief. 19 company. 

Vers. 24-26. — 29 A. V.: coasts. 21 of them. 22 revolted from him. %3 side. 24 company had gotten the 
upper hand (évicxvaev). 25 abide their force. 26 went again. 27 said all the worst of them that he could. 
28 Then. 29 honourable princes, a man that bare deadly hate unto I., with commandment. 

Vers. 27-29. —30 A. V.: So. 31 battle (waxy, here fighting, war). 32 you (I adopt the marginal rendering). 
83 He came therefore. 84 Howbeit. 

Vers. 80-82. — 35 A. V.: Which thing after it was. 86 to wit, that he came. 87 he was sore afraid of (érroyOy 
am’ avTod). 38 more. Nicanor also. 39 counsel. 40 beside (kara) Capharsalama : where there were slain of. 
41 ¢housand (so the text rec. Fritzsche receives mevraxdavor from X. 19. 44. 55. al. Syr. and Old Lat. by Cod. S. Germ.). 
42 the rest fled. 

Vers. 38-85. —43 A. V.: After this. 44 certain .... certain (amo, followed by the gen.). , 45 But. 48 abused 
them shamefully. 47 spake proudly. 48 And sware. 49 host be now (7d viv). 50 omits it shall be (as 71.). 
51 safety. 52 with that he. 53 a great rage (cf. ver. 35). 7 

Vers. 36-88. — 54 A, V.: Then. 55 weeping, and saying. 56 (Omitted by III. X. 28. 55. al. Go. Ald.) 57 of 
58 omits on. 59 host. 60 continue any longer (lit., and give not to them continuance). 

Vers. 39-42,— 1 A. V.: So. 62 where a host owt of 8. met him 6 But, 64 therehe....saying, O Lord (the 
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king of the Assyrians? blasphemed, thine angel, O Lord, went forth,? and smote 
42 an hundred fourscore and five thousand among® them. So#* destroy thou this 
army ° before us this day, that the rest may know that they spoke wickedly ° 
43 against thy sanctuary ; and judge thou him according to his wickedness. And on? 
the thirteeuth day of the month Adar the armies* joined battle; and Nicanor’s 
44 army® was discomfited, and he himself fell first ?° in the battle. But when the 
army “ saw that Nicanor had fallen,!? they cast away their weapons, and fled. 
45 And™ they pursued after them a day’s journey, from Adasa until they came to 
46 Gazera;** and they sounded an alarm” after them with the ® trumpets...And 1" 
they came forth out of all the villages 8 of Judea round about, and closed them in ; 
and they turned against one another; and all fell by the sword, and not even” 
47 one of them was left. And” they took the spoils, and the booty,” and smote off 
Nicanor’s head, and his right hand, which he stretched out insolently,* and brought 
48 them away, and hanged them up by™ Jerusalem. And” the people rejoiced 
49 greatly, and they kept that day as*° a day of great gladness. And” they ordained 
50 to keep yearly this day, de’ng the thirteenth of Adar. And * the land of Juda was 
at * rest a little while. 


last two words are more properly inserted below). 1 (Omitted by III. X. 23. 55. 62. al. Co. Ald.) 2 thine angel 
went out. 3 of (év). 4 Even so. 5 host. 6 he hath spoken (III. X. 23. Old Lat. have the sing., but it 
looks like a correction ; plur. in the text. rec.) blasphemously. 

Vers. 43-46.—7 A. V.: So. 8 hosts. 9 but N.'s host. 10 was first slain. 11 Now when N.’s host. 
12 he was slain. 18 Then. 14 Adasa unto Gazera (the intervening words are omitted by 62.). 15 sounding an 
alarm (cf. iv. 40). 16 their. 17 Whereupon. 18 towns. 19 so that they, turning back upon them that pursued 
them, were all slain with (lit., and these turned about against those, and all fell). 20 omits even. 

Vers. 47-50. — 21 A. V.: Afterwards. 22 prey. 23 so proudly. 24 towards (mapa, i. e., in the neighborhood of 
the city. Cf. 2 Macc. xy. 32). 25 For this cause. 26 omits as. 27 Moreover. 238 Thus. 29 in. 


Cuapter VII. 


Ver. 1. This Demetrius had been a hostage in; Grimm) to seek the confirmation of the concessions 
Rome since his ninth year. In his twenty-third | granted them by Eupator, or freedom from any 
year, on the occasion of the death of Antiochus; new demands which might have been expected. 
Epiphanes, he sought permission from the Ro-| Ver. 13. The Asideans. The present pas- 
mans to take possession of the Syrian throne, but| sage bears against the theory that the Asidaans 
was refused. At the time now under considera-| and the party of Judas Maccabeus were identical, 
tion, he asked for no permission, but fled from! as some have supposed. Cf. ii. 42. 

Rome on a Carthaginian vessel. —Cameup. The| Ver. 15. He swore, 7.¢., Alcimus, the new 
Hebrew writer cannot rid himself of the idea) high-priest, swore it. His treachery, therefore, as 
that a journey toward Palestine, even by water, | described in the next verse, was the more unex- 
is an ascent. Keil, however, thinks the reference ; pected and monstrous. Judas and his troops were 
is simply to his disembarking. —A few men. at this time probably hovering about somewhere 
This is supported by Polybius (xxxi. 22, 11), but) in the neighboring mountains. 

not by the Second Book of Maccabees. The city| Vers. 16, 17. According to the word. As 
where Demetrius landed, if we may trust Jo-! Grimm and Keil have shown, we have here the 
sephus and 2 Maccabees, was Tripoli. — Reigned | familiar formula of quotation from the Scrip- 
there, 7. ¢., was there recognized as king. tures, or at least one analogous to it, and that 

Ver. 2. Palace. The translation royal city, special weight was meant thereby to be laid on 
i. e., Antioch, is also allowable. Cf. Dan. iv. 29;| the Scriptures as such, and on the Psalm here 
Esth. i. 9.— The soldiers, af Suvduers. The Syriac| quoted as a part of the written word. (Cf. in the 
translates by principes copiarum. LXX. Ps. lxxix. 23.) The usual formula is in- 

Ver. 3. Demetrius probably did not wish to| deed és yéypamra, or kata 7d yeypaupevoy ; but 
hear their pleas for mercy. It was at least a| the aorist, éypawe, in Scripture citations is analo- 
sufficient hint to the bloodthirsty soldiers. gous to the same word as used in John (vy. 46), 

Ver. 5. Desirousto be high-priest. Accord-| where Jesus, speaking of Moses, says, ‘‘ he wrote 
ing to 2 Mace. xiv. 7, he had already beew high-| of me.” The subject of éypaye, 6 ypdwas, is to be 
priest, and been deprived of the office by the| taken from the verb itself, according to a common 
Jews. The statement of the present verse might| Hebrew usage, as also that of the New Testament. 
simply mean that he wished to be reinstated and| Cf. Winer, p. 588. 








confirmed in this office. Ver. 19. Bezeth. The exact position of this 
Ver. 8. Friends of the king = one of his| place is uncertain, though it obviously lay not far 
high officials. — The river = Euphrates. from Jerusalem.—If we adopt the reading of 


Ver. 12. A company of Scribes. We might} Fritzsche, as above, instead of that of the “re- 
expect the article here if the Sanhedrin proper | ceived text,” there would still be room for ques- 
were meant. (Cf. Bertholdt, Hinleit., i. 69, 73.)| tion what its real meaning would be. Hitzig 
These Scribes were simply those who made the| thinks that strolling bands of soldiers would be 
study and interpretation of the Old Testament} meant; Grimm, deserters to the Jewish army 
their special object. Graetz holds that they| under Judas Maccabeus; Ewald, the Jewish 
formed one party with the “Asideans.” Ge-| apostates that were about him. — The great pit. 
schichte, iii. 7. — Seek justice. Probably (with| The article shows that it was a well-known cis 
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tern at the time our book was written. Cf. art. 
“ Brunnen” in Riehm’s Handwérterbuch. 

-Ver. 21. Contended for the high-priesthood. 
He used force in cartying out his purpose, as the 
next verse plainly shows. But cf. Josephus 
(Antiq., xii. 10, § 3), where a different account is 
given. 

Ver. 25. According to 2 Mace. xiv. 26, Al- 
cimus was vexed on account of the apparent 
good understanding between Nicanor and Judas, 
and for that reason went to Antioch to complain 
to the king. In the opinion of Grimm, this is 
but a mutilated form of the present history. 


Ver. 26, “Hated and was hostile. Cf. iii. 38; 
iv. 6 ff. 
Ver. 31. Chapharsalama. Unknown, except 


that it seems to have been situated in the moun- 
tainous region south of Jerusalem. 

Ver. 32. According to Josephus it was Nica- 
nor who won this victory, and Judas who fled to 
Jerusalem. It is hard to decide how he arrived 
at such an opinion, if he had it. It may have 
been merely a slip of the pen. Keil suggests that 
he mixed up this account with that of 2 Mace. 
xiv. 17, where a defeat of Simon by Nicanor is 
mentioned. The present battle is not at all men- 
tioned in 2 Maccabees. 

Ver. 38. Offered for the king. This was 
customary with the Jews. Cf. Ezra vi. 10. 

Ver. 35. Come again in peace, 7.e., from 
the campaign against Judas. 

Ver. 39. Bethhoron. See above, iii. 16. 

Ver. 40. Adasa. It was, according to Eu- 
sebius, about thirty furlongs from Bethhoron. 
Josephus (Antig., xii. 10, § 5) allows Judas but 
a thousand men; and to the hostile army, nine 
thousand; while in 2 Maccabees (xv. 27) it is 





stated that the number of the latter’s dead was 
thirty-five thousand ! 

Ver. 43. Adar. It corresponded to parts of 
our February and March, but mostly to the latter. 
It was the sixth month of the Jewish civil year, 
and the last of the ecclesiastical year. 

Ver. 46. Closed them in.  Lit., outflanked 
them, brepexépwy. Syriac: ventilabant eos cornu. 
—They turned against, ete., avéorpepov obror 
mpos rovrovs. This would seem at first sight to 
meau that the pursued turned upon their pursu- 
ers. But it is better (with Grimm and Keil) to 
refer it wholly to the pursued. They turned 
upon their own friends, so great was their haste 
to escape. — Not even one. A rhetorical expres- 
sion for a total overthrow. 

Ver. 47. The spoils and the booty. The 
last word (mpovouhy) may refer to the spoil which 
the Syrians had previously taken, and which 
was now retaken from them. It was used in the 
classics for forage ; but in the LXX. generally, as 
here. Cf. Deut. xxi. 10. 

Ver. 49. Some have held that this day is still 
kept by the Jews. But the observance seems to 
have lasted only to a period a little after the be- 
ginning of the Christian era. On the 14th of 
Adar, i.e., the following day, was the Feast of 
Purim. This may have been, at last, the occa- 
sion for giving up the former festival. Michaelis 
sees in the failure of our author to mention this 
fact, 7. e., the occurrence of these two feasts at the 
same time, a reason for believing that the Book 
of Esther was then unknown to him, or was not 
regarded as canonical! The same is true of Jo- 
sephus, who yet knew of both feasts. Cf. also 
2 Mace. xy. 36. 


Cuartrer VIII. 


1  Awp Judas? heard of the fame of the Romans, that they were men of great valor,” 
and that they took pleasure in® all that joined themselves unto them, and made * 
2 a league of amity with as many as® came unto them; and that they were men of 


great valor. 
amongst the Galatians,® and that they ° 


It was told him also of their wars and valiant ° acts which they did? 


conquered them, and brought them under 


3 tribute ; and what they did’ in the country of Spain, to get possession of the 
4 mines of silver ™ and gold which are ” there ; and that by their prudence and per- 
severance * they got possession of the whole land,"* though the land was * very far 
from them; and of the kings * that came against them from the uttermost part of 
the earth, till they ” discomfited them, and gave them great overthrows,’® and that 
5 the rest gave’ them tribute every year; and that *® they * discomfited in battle 
Philip, and Perseus, king of the Macedonians, and the others that lifted up them- 
6 selves against them, and overcame ” them; and that * Antiochus the Great, king of 
Asia, who ™ came against them in battle, having an hundred and twenty elephants, 


with horsemen, and chariots, and a very 


great army, was also * discomfited by them ; 


7 and that *° they took him alive, and covenanted with them that both he ” and such 


Vers. 1-8.— 1 A. V.: Now J. had. 


2 mighty and valiant men (cf. last part of verse). 


8 such as would lovingly 


accept. 4 make. 5 all that, 6 noble. 7 had done. 8 (marg., Frenchmen. See Com.) 9 how they had. 
10 had done. 11 Spain (Fritzsche adopts Saavias from III. X. 28. 44. 55. 71. 106. 248.; text rec., ‘Iomavias), for the 
winning of .... the silver. 12 is, 

Vers. 4,5.—15 A. V.: that by .... policy and patience (77) BovAy avr&v Kal tH axpodvuta). | 14 had conquered all 


the place (rozos is not infrequently used for a whole country in the LXX., as at 1 Sam. xii. 8, and in the classics). 


1 it were, 16 and the kings also. 
sing. standing distributively for the plur. 
21 they had. 

Vers. 6, 7.—% A. V.: how also. 


17 they had. 


24 that. 


Cf. Winer, p. 174). 
22 Citims (marg., Macedonians. Of. i. 1) with others that lift. ... had overcome. 
25 omits also. 


18 given them a great overthrow (i. é., a series of them, the 
19 s0.... did give. 20 besides this, how. 


26 how. 27 covenanted that he. 


1 MACCABEES. 6138 





as reigned after him should pay a great tribute, should! give hostages, and a part 
8 of the empire, namely,” the country of India, and Media, and Lydia, and of their ?® 
9 goodliest countries, which they took from* him, and gave to king Eumenes; and 
10 that® the Grecians® determined to come and destroy them; and that the matter 
became known to them, and they’ sent againstthem a certain general,’ and fought 
against them and many of them were killed;® and they” carried away captives 
their wives and their children, and spoiled them, and took possession of their land," 
11 and pulled down their strong holds, and made slaves of them” unto this day ; and 
that they destroyed and reduced to servitude the rest of the * kingdoms and the ¥ 
12 isles as many as** at any time resisted them ; but with their friends and such as re- 
lied upon “ them they kept amity; and that they had gotten. possessigh of the ® 
kingdoms far * and nigh, and that * all that heard of their fame” were afraid of 
13 them; also that,” whom they would help and have reign, they * reign ; and whom ™ 
14 they would, they displace ; and that * they were greatly exalted. And in all” 
this none of them put on™ a crown, or clothed himself** in purple, so as* to be 
15 magnified thereby; and that® they had made for themselves a senate, and that * 
three hundred and twenty men sat in council daily, consulting alway for the people, 
16 to the end they might be well governed; and that they intrusted it to one man 
every year to govern them, and rule over ™ all their country, and that * all were 
obedient to the one, and that * there was neither envy nor jealousy * among 
them. 
17. And*® Judas chose Eupolemus son ® of John, the son of Accos, and Jason son *° of 
Eleazar, and sent them to Rome, to make a league of amity and an alliance * with 
18 them, and that they might * take the yoke from them; for they saw that the king- 
19 dom of the Grecians would bring Israel wholly into ® servitude. And they went * 
to Rome, and it was ** a very great journey; and they came into the senate, and 
20 spake *? and said, Judas the Maccabee “ with his brethren, and the people of the 
Jews, sent ** us unto you, to make an alliance * and peace with you, and that we 
21 might be registered your allies “© and friends. And the“ matter pleased them.* 
22 And this zs the copy of the epistle which they “ wrote back on* tables of brass, 
and sent to Jerusalem, that it might be by them there *! a memorial of peace and 
alliance : 
23 Good success be to the Romans, and to the nation®™ of the Jews, by sea and by 
24 land for ever; the sword also and enemy be far from them. But if there be 
at hand first war for Rome ™ or any of their allies © throughout all their domin- 
25 ion, the nation” of the Jews shall help them, as the circumstances permit,** with 
26 all their heart. And the Romans shall not give to them that make war nor sup- 
ply provisions, weapons, money, ships, as it seemeth® good unto the Romans; 


Ver. 7.—1 A. V.: and. 2 that which was agreed upon (Gr., dvacroAjv. I render with Drusius, Grotius, 
Wahl, Grimm, Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, and Keil, as above, in the sense of a separation, i. e., a part of the empire separated 
from the rest), and. 


Vers. 8-10.—* A. V.: the (airav; airod, 56. 64. 93.). 4 of. 5 moreover how. 6 q@. had. 7 that they, 
having knowledge thereof. 8 captain. ® fighting with them slew many of them. 10 omits they. 11 Jands. 
12 and (received from III. X. 23. 62. 106. Co. Ald.) brought them to be their servants. 

Vers. 11, 12 —15 A. V.: it was told him besides, how. 14 brought under their dominion all other. 15 omits the, 
16 that. 17 (Cf. Greek of LXX. at Micah iii. 11.) 18 had conquered. 19 doth far. 20 insomuch as. 21 name 
(see ver. 1). 

Vers. 18, 14.—22 A. V.: that. 2% to a kingdom, those. 24 whom again. 25 finally, that. 26 yet for all. 
27 wore (éréGero ; III. X. 23. 93., the plur.). 28 was clothed. 29 omits so as (@aTe). 

Vers. 15, 16. — 89 A. V.: moreover how. 31 senate house (ef. ver. 19), wherein. 32 ordered: and that they com- 
mitted their government (Fritzsche receives dpxev from III. X. 23. 44. 52. 55. Co. Ald. ; text. rec., rhv apxyv)...- 
every year, who ruled over. 33 that. %4 emulation. 

Vers. 17-20. — 35 A. V.: In consideration of these things. 36 the son. 87 confederacy. 88 to intreat them that 
they would. 29 did oppress I. with. 40 They went therefore. 41 which was. #2 where they spake (lit., 
answered). 43 J. Maccabeus (III. X. 44. 74. Ald., 6 kai Maxk.). 44 have sent. 45 a, confederacy. 46 con- 
federates. 

Vers. 21-24. —47 A. V.: So that. 48 the Romans well. 49 the senate. 50 back again in (Fritzsche adopts the 
sing. of these verbs from III. X. al. Old Lat. Syr. ; text. rec., plur.). 51 there they might have by them. 52 con- 
federacy. 53 people. 54 omits But. 55 come (évorq) first any war upon the Romans (‘Pouy. Fritzsche adopts 
éy before it, from III. X. 19. 23. 55. al. Rome and its dependencies are meant). 56 confederates. 


Vers. 25, 26. — 57 A. V. : people. 58 the time shall be appointed (6 Ka.pds vroypadaj, i. e., the time and its relations 
may prescribe). 59 neither shall they give (7. ¢., the Romans shall not give, as is evident from what follows just 
after, ws doe ‘P., and in ver. 28, where ovppaxovow is employed instead of roAcuodow. This is the rendering of Mi- 
chaelis, Grimm, Keil, and many others) any thing unto them that make war upon them (rather, for them, the Romans) 
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27 and! they shall keep their covenants without receiving anything.” In the same 
manner also, if war come first upon the nation of the Jews, the Romans shall help 

28 them heartily,? according as the circumstances permit ;* and there shall not be 
given to the allies provisions, weapons, money, ships,® as it seemeth ° good to 
the Romans; and” they shall keep these® covenants, and that without deceit. 

29 Thus® according to these articles have the Romans made covenant 10 with the 

30 people of the Jews. But if after these articles are in force 4 the one party or the 
other shall wish to add or take away ” any thing, they may do ¢ with the consent 

31 of the others,!® and whatsoever they shall add or take away shall be valid. And 
as touching the evils that the king Demetrius bringeth to pass against them,’* 
we have written unto him, saying, Wherefore hast thou made thy yoke heavy 

32 upon our friends and allies” the Jews? If therefore they complain any more 
against thee, we will execute for them justice, and fight against * thee by sea 
and by land. 

or aid them with victuals. ...or ships... . hath seemed (the Romans leave the matter open to do it, or not, as they 


please). 1 Romans (‘Poépy, IIT. X. 238. 55. 62. 106.) ; but. 2 taking any thing therefore. 
Vers. 27-29. —3A.V.: them with all their heart (é« Yux7s). 4 time shall be appointed them (cf. ver. 25). 


5 neither shall victuals. ... them that take part against (rots cuppaxodow. Cf. ver. 26) them, or weapons, or money, 


or ships. 6 hath seemed. 7 but. 
106. al. Co. Ald.). 


make @ covenant (éornoar ‘P.). 


Vers. 30-32. —11 A. V.: Howbeit if hereafter (éav 5¢ wera Tods Adyous TovTOUS). 
15 omits the king (as X.). 


9 omits thus (which Fritzsche receives from III. X. 19. 23. 52. 62. 64. 93. al.). 


8 their (avrav, but Fritzsche receives radra from III. X. 23. 44. 52. 55. 62. 


10 did the R. 


12 shail think meet... . diminish. 
16 doeth to the Jews, Wand 


Cuarter VIII. 


18 at their pleasures (é€& aipéoews avTarv). 14 ratified. 
confederates. 18 do. 19 with. 
Ver. 1. With reference to what is said here 


and in the following verses concerning the Ro- 
mans and their relations to the Jews, most critics 
express great doubts of its reliability. Michaelis 
remarks that as historian it was not the writevr’s 
province to correct the information he received, 
but to communicate it. But Grimm well answers: 
“ Tt is hardly questionable whether, in case of his 
ability to correct, he would not have done so, in- 
asmuch as Jewish writers are accustomed invol- 
untarily to refer what is present to the past. 
And if we had not also, in verse 10, the clear 
proof that the author treats of something which he 
himself had learned with respect to the Romans, 
as though it were information which had come 
to Judas, still the suspicion would be likely to 
arise that he mixes what ke knows himself of 
the Romans with that which was known to Judas, 
just as soon as it is considered how much of the 
contents of the speeches reported in the book (ii. 
60) and the original documents (see especially 
xii. 23) is due to the revision of the writer.” 
(Cf. Grimm’s Com., p..119.) Josephus at this 
point in the history reports what is said of Al- 
cimus at 1 Mace. ix. 54-56, and says that Judas 
was made high-priest ; and in his Antiquities (xii. 
11, § 2), that after Judas had been three years 
high-priest (Aleimus held the office three years) 
he died. ‘The present book seems to know noth- 
ing of this, and it appears, moreover, to have no 
basis in fact. And Josephus contradicts himself 
in this statement, since he elsewhere (Antiq., xx. 
10) affirms that the office of high-priest remained 
vacant for seven years after the death of Al- 
cimus, and then was given to Jonathan. — Heard 
of the fame, 7d dvoua. The LXX. translate by 
this Greek word the Hebrew, Di3W’, (Cf. Numb. 
xiv. 15, et passim.) 

Ver. 2. Galatians. A people, as some suppose, 
that settled in Asia Minor about B. c. 240, and 
were conquered by the Romans a. p. 189. They 
were also called Celts. Mommsen, however, 








thinks the Gauls of Italy are meant, for the 
following reasons: Jt was only the latter that 
owed tribute to the Romans. 
tioned next to Spain. The war of Rome with 
the Gauls of Italy was the event which would 
have been earliest and most widely reported in 
the East. Keil and others, also, support the 
latter view. Cf. an article by Grimm in Stud. wu. 
Krit., 1876, ii., p. 201 ff.: “ Ueber die Nationalitat 
der aeauiniten Galater.” 

Ver. 3. Spain. This land was B. c. 201 given 
up to the Romans by the Carthaginians, but not 
till B. c. 19 wholly subdued. The form of the 
word supported by III. and other MSS., as above, 
was the Grecian ; while ‘Iomavlas was the Roman, 
earlier "IBnpia. = : 

Ver. 5. Philip. The third of this name. He 
was son of Demetrius II., and was defeated B. c. 
197 by Flaminius. — Perseus. An illegitimate 
son of the former, and his successor. He was 
defeated by Aumilius Paulus B. c. 167, at Pydna. 

Ver. 6. Antiochus. Antiochus IIL, king of 
Syria from B. c. 223 (or 224) to 187. He carried 
on a war with the Romans from 192 to 189, when, 
after the battle of Magnesia, he was compelled to 
make a humiliating peace with them. 

Ver. 7. And that they took him alive. This 
statement does not agree with those of the Greek 
and Roman classics. (Cf. Livy, xliv. 45.) How 
it originated it is impossible to say. — Should 
pay a great tribute. This seems also not to be 
literally true. What he was obliged to pay was 
the immense costs of the war. Cf. Polyb., xxi. 
14, 4-6; Livy, xxxviii. 38 f. 

Ver. 8. India, and Media, and Lydia. This 
statement, also, is untrustworthy. He had never 
had any possessions in India, nor had any earlier 
king of Syria. He was obliged to give up only 
the countries on the side of the Taurus towards 
Rome. Eumenes (IL.), to whom the lands were 
given, was king of Pergamos B. c, 198-158. 

Vers. 9, 10. Contemporaneous history does 


‘ 


They are men-. 
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not inform us of any such resolution of the 
Greeks. In B. c. 192 an /Etolian military leader 
did indeed give to Flaminius the answer, when 
he declined to sanction a treaty of theirs with 
Antiochus III, that he would pursue the subject 
in Italy (Liv., xxxv. 33; xxxvi. 24). This fact, 
however, could hardly have come to the ears of the 
Jews. Moreover, what is here said of the Romans 
spoiling the Greeks, and carrying away their wives 
and children as captives, it would seem, could only 
be properly referred to the war of the Romans 
against the Greeks B. c. 147-146, 7. e., fifteen 
years after the death of Judas. Keil remarks 
(Com., p. 141): “In order that a too unfriendly 
judgment concerning the credibility of our book 
may not be drawn from this anachronism, it 
should be considered: (1) that the author wrote 
from twenty to twenty-five years after the de- 
struction of Corinth by the Romans; (2) that the 
Jews of Palestine were not accurately informed 
concerning the wars of the Romans with the 
Greeks ; and (3) that by our author only the final 
event of the war of the Greeks against the Ro- 
mans is given in the way of a summary. 

Ver. 12. Kept amity. This picture of the 
Romans is drawn in colors quite too fair to corre- 
spond with well-known facts. Grimm remarks 
on the present passage: “That did they only so 
Jong as it suited their political views, and until 
the time came to make these provinces with which 
they had formed a treaty a constituent part of 
the Roman empire.” 

Ver. 15. Three hundred and twenty. It 
consisted, on the contrary, of only three hundred 
men at first, and after the year B. 0. 123 of 600, 
Moreover, it is not true that they held daily sit- 
tings. The fact that the same number is given 
in 5 Mace. xii., xiii., and xlii. can have little 
weight, since that work is based so largely on the 
First and Second Books of Maccabees, with Jo- 
sephus, and cannot be regarded as having any 
independent authority. — Well governed, «v- 
koouetv. This word is found only here; % «v- 
kocula and-7d evxocuoy, in a similar sense, are 
used by Aristotle (Polit., iv. 15) and Thucydi-| 
des (i. 84, 3), respectively. — One man. There 
were, on the contrary, two consuls, as is well 
known. 

Ver. 16. Neither envy nor jealousy. Again 
not strictly true, as the contentions between the 
people and the Patricians, and the troubles of the 
Gracchi, prove. Stanley (iii. 350) thus sums up the 
objections which might be urged against the trust- 
worthiness of this supposed letter: “ (1.) Spain 
was not wholly reduced till the reduction of Can- 
tabria, B.c. 19. (2.) The elephants at the battle 
of Maenesia were not one hundred and twenty, but 
fifty-four (Liv., xxxviii. 39). (3.) Antiochus was 
not taken prisoner. (4.) His dominions did not 
include India. (5.) The conquest of AXtolia was | 
fifteen years later. (6.) The Senate was not 
three hundred and twenty, but three hundred. 
(7.) One consul is substituted for two. (8.) The | 
Roman factions are ignored. The total omission 





of the conquest of Carthage is difficult to ex- 
plain.” : 

Ver. 18. Kingdom of the Grecians, 7. e., the 
Syrian kingdom. 


Ver. 19. Great journey. Paul’s required 
half a year. Cf. Acts xxvii. 1, 9; xxviii. 11-16. 
Ver. 22. Tables of brass. The usual method 


of sending such documents. Cf. Polyb., ili. 26, 
1, Josephus adds, in harmony with this citation 
from Polybius, that the original was deposited in 
the capitol at Rome, and only a copy sent to 
Jerusalem. 

Ver. 23. Grimm notices that our author, while 
using both terms, “ Israelites” and “Jews,” of 
his people, when speaking of them himself, em- 
ploys only the latter term in these public, inter- 
national documents. 

Vers. 25, 26. The provisions of the treaty are 
somewhat wanting in clearness, a fact which has 
been explained by some by supposing that it 
comes to us only after being twice translated, 
once from the original document into Hebrew, 
and then from the Hebrew into Greek. 

Ver. 28. As it seemeth good to the Romans, 
&s ote ‘Pdun. Michaelis explains: “ut Romanis 
visum fuerit, 1. @., the Romans will perhaps do it, 
if they think best. They will not, however, bind 
themselves so to act.” The treaty after all was 
not as advantageous to the Jews as to the Romans. 
Properly this should have read in such a case, and 
may in fact have stood in the original document, 
@s oe “Iovdatois, to correspond with what is 
said in verse 26. Still, the Romans not infre- 
quently made treaties in which they took the 
lion’s share of the privileges. Cf. Polyb., iii. 25, 
3f. 

Vers. 31, 32. These verses form properly no 
part of the treaty. They are simply an additional 
document which the Senate sent to Judas and his 
brethren as answer to their letter. In fact, it 
may not have been written at all, but have been 
communicated orally. Demetrius at this time 
had not been really recognized as king by the 
Romans, and it is probable that the contents of 
the communication, whether written or oral, are 
given in a very free and general way. The ques- 
tion whether Judas ought to have made this treaty 
with the Romans is one which we cannot enter 
upon here. It doubtless was one, however, which 
was much discussed among the Jews themselves. 
It may, in fact, as Graetz ( Geschichte, ii. 2, p. 374, 


iii. p. 8) suggests, have been one of the reasons 


why at a later period the Asidzans no longer 
cooperated with him so cheerfully as they had 
previously done. And it is also true, as remarked 
by Michaelis (Com., ad loc.) : “Had Judas re- 
ceived true information respecting the Romans 
instead of that which is found in verses 1-12, 
namely, that they craftily, under the pretense of 
friendship, brought their allies into bondage to 
themselves, and that as soon as a people entered 
into treaty with the Romans it lost its independ- 
ence, he truly would never have desired to make 
a treaty with them.” 
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CHAPTER IX. 


1  Awnp? when Demetrius heard that Nicanor and his army had fallen* in battle, 
he sent again® Bacchides and Alcimus into the land of Juda’a* second time, and 
with them the right wing.® And they ® went forth dy the way that leadeth to Gal- 
gala. and pitched their tents against Mesaloth,” which is in Arbela, and they won 


ond ° year they encamped against“ Jerusalem. And ™ they removed, and went to 
Berea, with twenty thousand footmen 7° and two thousand horsemen. And 14 Judas 
had pitched his tents at Elasa,!° and three thousand chosen men with him. And 
when they: saw?® the multitude of the soldiers, that they were many, they ” were 
sore afraid; and?® many conveyed themselves ¥ out of the army; there were left ” 
7 of them not more than” eight hundred men. And when Judas ” saw that his army 
slipped * away, and that the battle pressed upon him, he was much cast down, be- 

8 cause * he had no time to gather them together. And he was discouraged, and” 
unto them that remained he said, Let us arise and go up against our adversaries,”® 

9 if peradventure we may be able to fight with them. And they would not listen to 
him, saying, We shall not 8 be able; let us for the present” rather save our own ® 
lives, and ** we will return with our brethren, and fight against them; but we are 

10 too few.” And® Judas said, Be it far from me that I * should do this thing and 
flee away from them; and® if our time be come,* let us die manfully for our 

11 brethren, and leave behind us no stain upon” our honor. And the army removed 
from the camp,®* and stood over against them; and® their horsemen were ” 
divided into two troops, and their slingers and archers went before the army, and 

12 all the valiant men marched in the van.*1 But Bacchides was on” the right wing ; 
and the embattled line * drew near on the two wings,** and sounded their trumpets. 

13 They also on* Judas’ side, they * sounded ther trumpets also, and“ the earth 
shook from * the noise of the armies; and the battle raged * from morning till 
14 evening. And® when Judas perceived that Bacchides and the strength of his 
15 army were on the right, he took with him ® all the brave-hearted men, and they 
16 drove before them ® the right wing, and pursued them unto mount * Azotus. And®® 
when they of the left wing saw that the * right wing was” discomfited, they turned 
back and followed after ** Judas and those that were with him hard at the heels from 

17 behind. And® there was a sore battle, and many were slain on both sides.” 
18,19 And Judas fell,®* and the rest * fled. And® Jonathan and Simon bore off % 
Judas their brother, and buried him in the sepulchre of his ® fathers in Modein. 

20 And® they bewailed him, and all Israel made great lamentation for him, and 
21 mourned many days, saying, How is the valiant man fallen, that delivered Israel ! 


> Or 9 bo 


Vers. 1,2.—1A. V.: Furthermore. 2 host were slain. 5 omits again (mpocdbero, followed by &roaretAat. Of. iii. 
15). 4 Judea the. 5 chief strength of his host (so Grotius, but incorrectly, Of. Com.). 6 who. 7 before 
(ér{) Masaloth. 8 after they had won it, they slew much. 

Vers. 3,4. —9 A.V.: Also. 10 fifty and second. 11 before. 12 from whence. 18 footmen (as antithetic to 
‘‘horsemen,”? unnecessarily italicised). . 

Vers. 5-7.— 4 A. V.: Now. 15 Hleasa (so text rec. Tread as above with X. 23. 62. 64. 98.; III. 55. Syr., "AAacd). 
16 who seeing. 17 other army (plur.) to be so great. 18 whereupon. 19 (efeppinoar, flowed out, disappeared.) 
20 host, insomuch as there abode. 21 no more but. 22 When J. therefore. *3 host slipt (ameppvn. Cf. ver. 6). 
*4 sore troubled in mind and much distressed (I begin, with Fritzsche, a new sentence with cat é&eAVOy) for that. 

Vers. 8, 9.—®5 A. V.: Nevertheless (cf. preceding note). 26 enemies. 27 But they dehorted. © 28 never. 
29 now (70 vor). 30 omits own. 51 and hereafter (Fritzsche strikes out the «ai before the verb, as wanting in III. 
X. 23. 55, al., and has received after the verb, cat of adeApot nuav for wera TOY adcAPOv Hu., from the same authorities), 
82 for we are but few (see Com.), 

Vers. 10-12. — 83 A. V.: Then. 54 God forbid that I (47 moe yévorro. The pronoun is omitted by X. 28. 55.). 
85 omits and. 86 (Lit., hath come near.) 87 let us not stain (u} Karadirwuev airiav. Marg., Gr., let us not leave 
any just cause behind us why our glory should be spoken against). 88 With that the host of Bacchides (see Com.) 
removed out of their tents. 39 omits and. 40 being. 4 going before the host, and they that marched in the 
forward were all mighty men. #2 Ag for B., he was in. 43 so the host. 44 parts. 

Vers. 18-15. —45 A. V.: of. 40 even they. 47 so that. 48 at. 49 continued (lit., became engaged, éyévero 
with the perf. pass. part. of cuvdémrw), 50 night. Now. 51 right side. 52 (Lit,, there went with him.) 53 hardy 
men who discomfited. 54 the mount. 

Vers. 16-20.— 5 A. V.: But. 56 they ofthe. 57 were. 58 followed upon (lit., twrned about, but the verb was 
used in a pregnant sense for turned and followed). 59 whereupon. 60 (Lit., the battle was heavy.) 61 insomuch 


as. 8 parts. 83 also was killed. 64 remnant. 65 Then 66 took (fpav). 87 (“ their,” X. 64, 98.) 
68 Moreover ; 


it and slew many ® people. And in® the first month of the hundred and fifty sec-. 
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22 Andas for the rest of the * things concerning Judas and his wars, and the valiant? acts 
which he did, and his* greatness, they are not written; for they were very many. 
23 And it came to pass after*. the death of Judas the transgressors showed them- 
selves ® in all the borders ® of Israel, and there rose up" all such as wrought iniq- 
24 uity. In those days there occurred * a very great famine ; yea, the land revolted ® 
25 with them. And” Bacchides chose out ™ the godless men, and made them lords 
26 of the country. And they sought out and made search * for Judas’ friends, and 
brought them unto Bacchides ; and he took vengeance on them, and mocked them.™ 
27 And there arose ¥ a great affliction in Israel, such as had not occurred”® since the 
28 time that a prophet appeared not 1” amongst them. And’ all Judas’ friends came 
29 together, and said unto Jonathan, Since thy brothey Judas died, there is” no man 
like him to go forth against the enemy,” and Bacchides, and 1 against them that 
30 are adversaries of our nation.” Now therefore we have chosen thee this day to. be 
31 our ruler and leader * in his stead, that thow mayest fight our battles.2* And Jon- 
athan assumed the rule* at that time, and took the place * of his brother Judas. 
82,33 And when Bacchides learned of it, he sought to * slay him. And*® Jona- 
than, and Simon his brother, and all that were with him, learned of it and fled * 
into the wilderness of Thecoe, and pitched their tents by the cistern * Asphar. 
34 And*® Bacchides learned of it on the sabbath day, and he and all his army crossed 
35 the Jordan. And* Jonathan *® had sent his brother as leader ®™ of the people, to 
pray his friends the Nabatwi,®* that they might leave with them their baggage,” 
36 which was much. And the sons of Ambri* came out of Medaba, and seized* 
37 John, and all that he had, and departed with the things in their possession.” But 
after these events ** came word to Jonathan and Simon his brother, that the sons of 
Ambri “ made a great marriage, and were bringing the bride, a daughter of one of 
38 the great princes of Chanaan, from Nadabath with a great escort.© And“ they 
remembered John their brother, and went up, and hid themselves under the covert * 
39 of the mountain. And they lifted * up their eyes, and looked, and behold, a tumul- 
tuous noise and a great train; and the bridegroom came forth, and his friends 
40 and brethren, to meet them with timbrels, and music,** and many weapons.” And 
they * rose up against them from the place where they lay in ambush, and slew 
them ; and many were killed, and the rest 54 fled into the mountain; and they took 
41 all their spoils. And the marriage was © turned into mourning, and their strains of 


Ver. 22.— 1A.V.: As for the other. 2 noble. 3 Text. rec., ‘‘ their.” Fritzsche adopts airod from III. X. 55. 
64. 93. 106. Old Lat. Syr. 
Vers. 23-26. —4 A. V.: Now after. 5 wicked (ot avouor) began to put forth their heads (lit., peep out). 6 coasts. 


7 (The Greek word is used in the LXX. to render [7 5, especially to put forth buds, to Slourish.) 8 also was there. 


=2 
© by reason whereof the country revolted, and went (cf.Com. Lit., the land became a deserter). 10 Then. 11 omits 
out. 12 wicked. 18 made inquiry and search (éfe¢ynrouv kat e€ypevvwv). 14 who took .... of them, and used 
them despitefully (marg., ‘‘ Gr., mocked them*’). 

Vers. 27-29. — 15 A. V.: So was there. 16 the like whereof was not. 17 was not seen. 18 For this cause. 
19 qwe have. 20 our enemies. 21 (i. e., and, in general.) 22 of our nation that are adversaries to us (év Tots 
éxOpaivover Tod eOvous Muay. The participle is used substantively, and so limited by the gen.). 

Vers. 30.31. —23 A. V.: our (nptv) prince and captain. 24 (Lit., war our war.) 25 Upon this J. took the govern- 
ance upon him. 26 rose up instead. 

Vers. 32-34. —27 A. V.: But. 28 gat knowledge thereof. 29 for to. 80 Then. 81 perceiving that fled. 
32 water of the pool (#Swp Adxkov ’Achdp. The second word corresponds to the Heb. “S232 and 1D, an artificial col- 
lection of water). 83 Which when. 34 understood, he came near to Jordan with all his host upon the sabbath day 

ef. Com.). 

Vers. 35.87. —35 A.V.: Now.  % (Fritzsche strikes out this word with III. X. 23. 44. 55. 62. al. and the Old Lat. by 
Cod. 8. Germ.) 37 John, a captain. 38 Nabathites. 89 carriage. 40 But. 41 children of Jambri (teat. rec., 
viol Iappé. Fritzsche receives the article before the former from III. X. 65. al., and ’AwBpé from 44. al. Jos. Syr. 
Co. ; X. 64., "AwBpec). 42 took. 4 went their way with 7. 44 After this (werd 5¢ Tods Adyous TovTous. Cf. vii. 33), 
45 children of Jambri (cf. ver. 36). 46 bride from Nadabatha with a great train, as being the daughter... . 
Canaan. . ' 

Vers. 88, 389. —47.A. V.: Therefore. 4 (oxéernv = 4 iD). 49 where they lift. 50 there was much ado (@pods) 


and great carriage (amocxevy = properly, baggage. T render by train, as it consisted apparently of wagons and beasts 
of burden taken along to receive the dower. Cf. Coms. of Grimm and Keil). a them (7. ¢., the train of the bride), 
with drums (cf. 1 Esd. v. 2; Judith iii. 7, xvi. 2) and instruments of musick (4ovcrKov). 52 Not only weapons, but 
torches, vessels of various kinds, etc., which might be required at a wedding. 

Vers. 40,41. —*8 A. V.: Then Jonathan and they that were with him (Fritzsche strikes out of wept rov "L. after evédpov, 
as wanting in III. X. 23. 52. 55. al. Old Lat. It was probably first written as a gloss). 54 made a slaughter of them 
in such sort as many fell down dead, and the remnant. 55 Thus was the marriage. 
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42 music! into lamentation. And? when they had avenged fully the blood of their 
43 brother, they retifrned to the marsh * of Jordan. And* when Bacchides heard of 
it,> he came on the sabbath day as far as ° the banks of the’ Jordan with a great 
44 army.2 And ® Jonathan said to his men,” Let us go up now and fight for our lives, 
45 for it is not @ to-day, as in time past,” for behold, the battle 7s before us and be- 
hind us, and the water of the Jordan is on ** this side and that side, and marsh * and 
46 wood ; there is no place® to turn aside. Wherefore cry ye now unto heaven, that 
47 ye may be delivered from the hand of your enemies. And? they joined battle; 
and Jonathan stretched forth his hand to smite Bacchides, and he turned away 
48 from him backwards.” And?® Jonathan and they that were with him leaped into the 
Jordan,” and swam over unto the farther bank; and they 2 passed not over the 7 
49 Jordan unto them. And there fell from Bacchides’ side that day about a thou- 
50 sand men. And he returned” to Jerusalem, and built fortified * cities m Judea, 
the fort in Jericho, and Emmaus, and Bethoron, and Bethel, and Thamnatha-Phar- 
51 athon, and Tephon,” with high walls, and” with gates, and with bars. And in 
52 them he set a garrison, that they might carry on_ hostilities against ** Israel. He 
fortified also the city Bethsura,” and Gazara, and the fortress,®° and put forces in 
53 them, and stores of provisions. And * he took the chief men’s sons in the country 
for hostages, and put them into the fortress * at J erusalem to be kept. 
54 And ® in the hundred fifty and third year, in the second month, Alcimus com- 
manded that the wall of the inner court of the sanctuary should be pulled down; he 
55 would have pulled ** down also the works of the prophets; and he 8 began to pull 
down. At that®* time was Alcimus smitten,®’ and his enterprises hindered, and * 
his mouth was stopped, and he was paralyzed,” so that he could no more speak a 
56 word,” nor give orders “! concerning his house. And # Alcimus died at that time 
57 with great torment. And“ when Bacchides saw that Alcimus was dead, he re- 
turned to the king; and * the land of J uda was at rest two years.” 
58 And “all the transgressors took * council, saying, Behold, Jonathan and his men 
live “8 at ease, and “® without care; now therefore we will bring Bacchides hither, 
59 and he shall seize ® them all in one night. And they went and consulted with 
60 him. And he removed, that he might come * with a great army,” and sent letters 
privily to all * his adherents in Judea, that they should take Jonathan and those 
that were with him; and® they could not, because their plan®* was known unto 
61 them.** And they took of the men of the country, who were authors of the 
62 wickedness,® about fifty men, and slew them. And Jonathan, and Simon, and 
they that were with him, got” away to Bethbasi, which is in the wilderness, and 
63 they * repaired the ruined portions ° thereof, and made it strong. And when Bac- 
chides learned of it,” he gathered together all his host, and sent word to them that 
64 were of Juda. And he went®’ and laid siege against Bethbasi, and fought ® 


Vers. 41,42.—1 A.V.: the noise of their melody. 2 So. 8% turned again to the marish (I have, for the sake of 
clearness, changed the form of the last word, although it is still in use in the sense of bog, marsh). 

Vers. 48-45.—4 A. V.: Now. 5 hereof (contained in the context). 6 unto. 7 omits the. 8 power. 
9 Then. 10 company. 11 standeth not with us. 12 (Lit., as yesterday and the third day.) 13 of J. on. 
14 the marish likewise. 15 neither is there place for us. 

Vers. 47-49. — 16 A. V.: With that. 17 but he... . turned back from him. 18 Then. 19 leapt into J. 
20 howheit the other. 21 omits the. 22 So there were slain (Sémecov. The verb means usually, in the classics, to 


escape, or, to cut through, as spoken of an army. But it is used as here in the LXX. at Deut. ii.14. Codd. X. 19. 28. 
64. 93. have émecorv) of. 

Vers. 50-53.— 23 A. V.: Afterward returned Bacchides. 24 repaired the strong (the idea of rebuilding and repairing 
is not excluded, but the verb is gxoddunae). 25 'Thamnatha, Pharathoni (I read apaddv, with III. 28. 55. 62. 64. 
106. See Comm.). 26 Taphon (‘lepov ; Teds, 28. 55. 56. al.), these did he strengthen. 27 omits and. 28 work 
malice upon. 29 (So X. 56. 64. 938. Old Lat.; “‘ in Bethsura,”’ teat. rec.), 380 tower. 31 and provision of 
victuals. Besides. 82 tower. 

Vers. 54-57. — 88 A. V. : Moreover. 34 he pulled (this seems to refer to the intention of Alcimus ; what he actually 
began to do is stated just after). 85 as he. 36 even at that. 87 plagued. 88 for. 89 taken with a palsy 
40 any thing. 41 order. 42 So, 43 Now. 44 whereupon. 45 in rest two years. , 

Vers, 58-61. — 46 A. V.: Then. 47 ungodly men held a. 48 company ure. 49 and dwell. 50 who shall take 
51 So. 52 Then removed he, and came. 53 host. 54 omits all. 55 howbeit. 58 counsel. 57 (avtots a 
omitted by X. Old Lat. by Cod. 8. Germ.; 19. 64. 98. have for it Iwvaé@av). 58 Wherefore they (the party of Jona- 
than). 59 that were authors of that mischief. 60 persons. 

Vers. 62-63. —®1 A. V.: Afterward, ® got them. 63 (Verb is sing.) 64 decays. 6 Which thing when B 
knew. 66 Here 7A/O0s. ; : 

Ver. 64, — 67 A. Y.: Then went he. 68 they fought (verb in sing.). 
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65 against it a long season, and made engines ef war. And? Jonathan left his brother 
Simon in the city, and went forth? into the country ; and with a small number ® 


66 went he. And he smote Odomera* and his brethren, and the sons® of Phasiron 
67 in their tent; and® he began to smite,’ and to come up in stronger force. And 


68 Simon * and his men® went out of the city, and burnt up the engines of war, and 
fought against Bacchides ; and he was '° discomfited by them, and they afflicted him 
sore; for his plan and expedition were™ in vain. And he was very wroth” at 
the transgressors that gave him counsel to come into the country ; and * he slew 
many of them,and purposed to return to his land.%® And when Jonathan had 
knowledge of it,"° he sent ambassadors unto him, in order to make peace with him, 
and that he should” deliver ** them the prisoners. And he accepted,” and did ac- 
cording to his terms,” and swore * unto him that he would not seek:to harm him ” 
all the days of his life. And he * restored unto him the prisoners that he had taken 
previously * out of the land of Juda, and * returned and departed to his land, and 
came not again *° any more into their borders. And™ the sword ceased from Israel, 
and® Jonathan dwelt at Machmas; and Jonathan * began to judge™ the people, 


69 
70 
vi 
72 
73 


and caused the ungodly to disappear ** out of Israel. 


Vers. 65, 66.—1 A. V.: But. 
easily count). 
.... Odonarkes (marg., Odomarra. 
*OSoaapi7jv; Old Lat., Odaren). * children. 

Vers. 67-69. —® A. V.: And when. 7 smite them. 
understood), Simon. ® company. 10 who was. 
{verb in plur. in IIT. X. 56. al.). 13 wicked men. 

Vers. 70, 71. — 16 A. V.: Whereof ... . had knowledge. 
thing he accepted. 20 demands (Adyous). 21 sware. 

Vers. 72, 73. —*8 A. V.: When therefore he had. 
land, neithercame he. 2 Thus. 233 but. 
(npavice) the ungodly men. 


2 forth himself. 


CHAPTER 


Ver. 1. The right wing. It means perhaps 
that part of the Syrian army which was stationed 
to the right of the Euphrates towards the west, 
(Grimm), or that to the south, 2 e., nearest to 
Judzxa (Hitzig and others). 

Ver. 2. Galgala. Possible Gilgal, between 
Jericho and the Jordan; or, a Canaanitish city 
now called Jiljilch, situated a short distance from 
Antipatris, or Jilgilia, a little to the north of the 
ancient Gophna. — Mesaloth, either Mesilloth, 
(i. e., stairs, terraces), referring to fortified caves, 
or a place between Gilead and Arbela, in Pella, 
east of the Jordan. 

Ver. 3. First month. At the middle or end 
of the month Nisan the Syrian army could have 
reached Jerusalem and possibly it was at the time 
of the celebration of the Passover. 

Ver. 4. Berea. This place has not been iden- 
tified. 

Ver. 5. Hlasa. This place is also unknown. 
According to Josephus the camp of Judas was at 
Bethzetho, which Ewald would identify with the 
present Bir-el-zeit, a couple of miles northwest of 
Jifna. In “ Berea,” on the other hand, he finds 
Beeroth, the modern El-Bireh, eight or nine miles 
north of Jerusalem and about four miles south of 
Jifna. But the form of the word is against it. — 
Three thousand. According to Josephus he had 
but one thousand at first. 


Ver. 8. Fight with them. The meaning is 
Sight successfully. 
Ver. 9. Dehorted. (A. V.) ’Améotpejay is 


better translated as above, they turned away from, 
would not listen to, him, since the aorist is not 
properly used of an endeavor. Cf. Kiihner’s 
Gram., p. 346. This is also the translation of the 


11 counsel and travel was. 
14 insomuch as. 


24 aforetime. 
29 omits J. (as 44. 71.). 





3 certain number (év aptOu, i. e., a number which one might 
4 he forth (Fritzsche receives }A@ev from III. X. 28. 44. 55. al. in place of é&jAGev of the text. rec.) 
Tread, with Fritzsche, as IIT. X. 23. 44, 52. 62. 71. 74. 106. Co. Ald.; text. rec., 


8 and came up with his forces (‘‘against Bethbasi ” is 
12 Wherefore he... . wroth 
15 into his own country. 

18 and deliver. 


17 to the end he should. 19 Which 


22 never do him harm (cf. vi. 18). 


25 Judea he. 
80 govern (marg., judge). 


26 went his way into his own 
81 he destroyed 


IX. 


Syriac. — ’OAfyo. in the sense of too few. Cf. 
Herod., vi. 109; vii. 207; Thucyd., i. 50. 

Ver. 11. The Israelitish force may be meant. 
— And stood, 7. e., took a position. This refers 
to the Syrians, as the context shows. 

Ver. 15. Mount Azotus (Ashdod ?). Josephus 
has ’AC@ Bpovs, the battle might have taken place 
only three or four miles from Ashdod, so that it 
would have been within reach of the flying Syrians. 
But it seems more likely that the word is a mis- 


translation for AMT AYTWN, declivities of the 
mountain. So Michaelis and Hitzig. 

Ver. 19. Josephus has embellished his account 
of the matter by saying that it was by special 
arrangement with the enemy that the brothers 
obtained the body of Judas. Cf. Antig., xii. 11, 
§ 2.—Modein. See. ii. 1. 

Ver. 22. Not written. They were neither 
recorded by the author of the present book nor 
in the (supposed) work which he used as his au- 
thority. The same expression is often found in 
the Books of the Kings. 

Ver. 24. ‘H xépa, here, is referred by most to 
the inhabitants of the land. But it seems better 
with the Syriac, followed by Ewald, Grimm, and 
Keil, to refer it to the land proper. It became 
false, as it were, along with its apostate inhabitants. 

Ver. 26. Mocked them. This probably refers 
to their religions customs. He ridiculed them 
and sought to bring them into contempt. 

Ver. 27. Since the time that a prophet ap- 
peared not. This was since the time of Malachi. 
Grimm remarks: “ His choosing this terminus a 
quo rather than the destruction of the temple or, 
as Josephus does, the Babylonian exile, shows that 
he regarded the extinction of the spirit of proph- 
ecy among their great national calamities, at least 


520 


THE APOCRYPHA. 


Peles Aan a gS a rena Se ee ep mA I a a 


as on a level with them. The assertion of the 
writer, however, seems here somewhat exagger- 
ated, since the sufferings of Israel in the time of 
Antiochus Epiphanes must have been quite as 
great, 

Ver. 29. The kai before avfp at the beginning 
of the apodosis, after a preceding relative clause, 
is Hebraistic. Cf. Thiersch, De Pentateuchi Vers. 
Alex., p. 181. See, also, remarks at Judith v. 20. 

Ver. 33. Wilderness of Thecoe, the district ly- 
ing about Tekoa, especially to the east of it. It 
is called Midbar (Greek, %pnuos), desert, in 2 
Chron. xx. 20. —Cistern [or wel/] Asphar. This 
spot is at present unknown. 

Ver. 34. Bacchides doubtless marched im- 
mediately on the reception of the news. But 
why did .he cross the Jordan? Jt would seem 
that verses 35-42 give the reason, and are to be 
regarded as parenthetical. What is said in verse 
43 is essentially a going back to the thought of the 
present verse. The fact that verses 35-42 form 
a parenthesis is properly indicated in the A. V., 
the aorist being rendered in certain cases as plu- 


perfect. 
Ver. 35. Nabateei. Cf. remarks at v. 25. 
Ver. 36. Medaba. Originally Med’ba, a city 


of the Moabites, and subsequently a possession of 
the Amorites. It was taken from the latter by 
Israel, and assigned to the tribe of Reuben. 
(Numb. xxi. 21-30.) Cf. Kneucker in Schenkel’s 
Bib. Lex., s. v. 

Ver. 37. With a great escort. Tapamoumfs 
probably refers here to an armed escort. Cf. 
Polyb., xv. 5, 7. 

Ver. 42. The marsh of Jordan. At certain 
seasons of the year the Jordan overflowed its 
banks to a considerable extent, especially at a 
point on the east bank, just before emptying into 
the Dead Sea, which place seems to be here re- 
ferred to. Hence a morass (€Aos) was formed, 
which, as the article shows, was well known at 
that time. 

Ver. 43. With this verse the thought, broken 
off in verse 34 for the purpose of making an ex- 
planation, is again resumed. Bacchides had 
crossed over to the west side of the river and taken 
possession of the usual ford at this point ; also, as it 
would appear from verse 45, of one farther up 
the river, in order to attack Jonathan as well in 
the rear as in front. 

Ver. 47, To smite Bacchides. Grimm thinks 
the force of Bacchides is here meant. But Keil 
justly dissents. The contests of individuals formed 
no small part of ancient warfare. 

Ver. 48. The farther bank, 7. e., the west 
bank, 7d mepay, being understood here from the 
point of view of the combatants. Jonathan took 
the opportunity to cross the Jordan while the mo- 
Coats withdrawal of Bacchides made it pos- 
sible. 

Ver. 49, About a thousand. Josephus says 
2,000, and some MSS. of miuor importance, 3,000. 














Ver. 50. Thamnatha-Pharathon. This is 
probably the Hebrew, 72?3F), or TIAA, Tim- 
nath (cf. Josh., xv. 57; xix. 48, and Judg, xii. 
15), and the Pharathon seems to have been added 
to distinguish it from some other place of the 
same name. The latter word is joined to the for- 
mer in the Vulgate, Syriac and in Josephus by 
kat, but, as we judge, improperly.— Tephon. 
Teffuh west.of Hebron (Josh. xv. 58). 

Ver. 52. Bethsura. See iv. 29. — Gazara. 
See iv. 15, “ Gazera.” - , 

Ver. 54. The one hundred and fifty-third year 
of the Seleucian era would be B. c. 160.— Wall 
of the inner court of the sanctuary. This was 
the wall that separated the court of the priests 
from that of the people. (Cf. art. “Temple ” in 
Smith’s Bib. Dict., and Schenkel’s Bib. Lez., s. v.} 
By razing this wall Alcimus meant to destroy the 
special theocratical character of the temple. And 
it is called “the works of the prophets” as hav- 
ing been planned and built under the direction of 
prophetic inspiration (cf. Ex. xxv. 9,40; 1 Chron. 
xxviii. 19), particularly —the temple of Zerub- 
babel — through the enthusiasm for the work in- 
spired by Haggai and Zechariah. : 

Ver. 55. Was smitten. Grimm calls atten- 
tion to the moderation of the writer here, who 
does not say that it was God who brought this 
affiction upon Alcimus, but leaves it to the mind 
of the reader to supply that thought. 

Ver. 57. Bacchides .... returned. It was 
at the desire of Alcimus that he had gone to 
Judea in order to support the former in his aspi- 
rations for the office of high priest (cf. vii. 5 ff.), 
and now that he was dead he apparently did not 
think it needful to remain any longer. 

Ver. 61. And they took. Josephus would 
make this refer to the party of Bacchides, but 
Jonathan and his friends are doubtless meant. 

Ver. 62. Bethbasi. *This place has not been 
identified. Josephus names it (Antig., xiii. 1, 
§ 5.), Bethalaga. . 

Ver. 63. Sent word to, 7. e., he called out his 
adherents, the apostate Jews and others. 

Ver. 66. The Odomera, here mentioned as 
having been smitten by Jonathan, was, appar- 
ently, a Bedouin chief, as was the Phasiron spoken 
of. 

Ver. 67. The forces of Jonathan had become, 
perhaps, stronger, and were, at least, in better 
courage, through their recent victories. 

Ver. 73. This interim of peace lasted until B. 
c. 152, 7. e., to the time of the war between Deme- 
triusand Alexander for the throne of Syria (x. 
1.).—Machmas. On the borders of Benjamin, 
nine Roman miles north of Jerusalem, now Miukh- 
mds. Jonathan’s privileges at this time as a sub- 
ject of the Syrian king, seem not to have been 
very extensive, as we learn from x. 6 ff. in what 
is offered to him by Demetrius in ease he will es- 
pouse, with his adherents, the latter’s cause. 


CHAPTER X. 


1 Ann? in the hundred and sixtieth year Alexander Epiphanes, the son of Anti- 


ochus,? went up and took Ptolemais ; 


Ver. 1.—1A. V.: omits And. 


the sake of clearness). 8 for the people had, 


and they * received him, and‘ he reigned 


* A., the son of Antiochus, surnamed Epiphanes (I have changed the order, for 
4 by means whereof. 
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2 there. And* when king Demetrius heard of it,? he gathered together an exceeding 
3 great army,’ and went forth against him to fight. And* Demetrius sent letters 
4 unto Jonathan with conciliating ® words, so as to enhance his greatness.® For said 
he, Let us be beforehand in making” peace with him, before he join with Alexander 
5 against us ; for * he willremember all the evils that we have brought to pass ® against 
6 him, and against his brethren and his nation."° And™ he gave him authority to gather 
together an army,” and to provide weapons, and that he should be his aily ; #8 he 
commanded also that the ho8tages that were in the fortress'* should be delivered 
7 to him. And Jonathan came ?* to Jerusalem, and read the letters in the audience 
8 ofall the people, and of them that were in the fortress. And they ” were sore afraid 
when they heard that the king had given him authority to gather together an army. 
9 And they of the fortress 7* delivered the * hostages unto Jonathan, and he delivered 

10 them unto their parents. And Jonathan dwelt * in Jerusalem, and began to build 

11 and restore * the city. And he commanded the workmen to build the walls and 
mount™ Sion round about with square stones for fortification; and they did so. 

12 And™ the strangers that were in the fortresses which Bacchides had built, fled ; 

13, 14 and™ every man left his place, and returned into his land.® Only at Bethsura * 
certain of those that had forsaken the law and the commandments remained be- 

15 hind ; * for it was their* place of refuge. And when the king * Alexander heard ® 
what promises Demetrius had sent unto Jonathan, and * it was told him of the bat- 
tles and valiant acts which he and his brethren had done, and of the toils and 

16 troubles * they had endured, he said, Shall we find another such®* man? And 

17 now ® we will make him our friend and ally. And * he wrote a letter,?” and sent ® 
unto him according to these words, saying, - 

18,19 King Alexander to his brother Jonathan sendeth greeting. We have heard 

20 of thee, that thou art a man of great valor,®® and meet to be our friend. And * 
now this day we have appointed thee as * high priest of thy nation, and to be called 
the king’s friend; (and * he sent him a purple rode and a crown of gold) and thou 
art to be thoughtful of our affairs,** and keep friendship with us. 

21 And * in the seventh month of the hundred and sixtieth year, at the feast of the 
tabernacles, Jonathan put on the holy robe, and gathered together forces, and pro- 
vided many arms.” 

22,23 And when Demetrius heard of these things,** he was sorry,” and said, Why 
have we done this,** that Alexander hath anticipated * us in making amity with 

24 the Jews to strengthen /imself? I also will write unto them words of encourage- 

25 ment, and promise them dignities and gifts, that I may have their aid. And he 
wrote to them™ to this effect : 

26 King Demetrius unto the nation” of the Jews sendeth greeting. Whereas you 
have kept the * covenants with us, and continued in our friendship, and have not 
joined ** yourselves with our enemies, we have heard of it, and have been®™ glad. 

27 And * nov continue ye still to keep faith toward ” us, and we will repay you with 

28 good things for what ® you do in our behalf. And we® will grant you many im- 

29 munities, and give you presents. And now I do free you, and™ release all the 


Vers. 2-5.—1A. V.: Now. 2 thereof. 8 host. 4 Moreover. 5 loving (eipynveKots). 6 he magnified him, 
7 first make. 8 else. 9 done. 10 people. . 

Vers. 6-9. —11 A. V.: Wherefore. 12 a host 13 weapons, that he might aid him in battle. 14 tower. 
15 omits to. 16 Then came J. 17 tower: who. 18 a host. Whereupon... . tower. 19 their. 

Vers. 10-14. — °° A. V.: This done, J. settled himself (cf. ix. 73). 21 repair. 22 the (the article seems out of place 
in Eng.)mount. % Then. % away; insomuch as. 25 went....ownecountry. 6 (The form is BavOcovpos 
in Ill. X. 23. 44.55.al.) 7 ‘still. 28 X. 23., els for avrots. : 

Vers. 15-18. — 29 A. V.: Now when king. 30 had heard. 31 when also. 32 noble. 83 the pains that. 
24 such another. 85 now therefore. 36 confederate. Upon this. 87 a letter (the word is plural in form, but 
clearly only one letter is meant. Of. XI. 29, xii. 5, 7, 19, xiv. 20, xv. 1). 38 sentit. 

Vers. 19-21. — 89 A. V. : power (Suvards icxvi, but his bravery is referred to, as at ii. 42, et passim). 40 Wherefore. 
41 ordain thee (the form xaécraka (€otaka, 1 Mace. xi. 84) for ca@éornxa is found in the LXX. also at Jer. vi. 17) to be 
the. 42 and therewithal. 43 require thee to take our part (ppovetv ra uv. These words are to be connected by 
zeugma, With cafecrdkapev oe). 44 So, 45 much armour. 

Vers. 22-25.— 46 A. V.: Whereof ... . heard. 41 very sorry. 48 What have we done. 49 prevented. 50 (for 
karadécOat, IIT. X. 19. al. offer xaradaBéoGa, but it is not allowed with the dative following.) 5! He sent unto them 
therefore. é 

Vers. 26-81. — 2 A. Y.: people. 53 omits the. 54 friendship, not joining. 55 hereof, and are. 58 Wherefore. 
57 be faithful unto. 58 well recompense you for the things. 59 omits we. 60 rewards. 61 and for your sake 
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30 Jews, from tributes,! and the tax on? salt, and from the crown taxes;® and* 
that which falleth to® me to receive for the third of® the seed, and half 7 the 
fruit of the trees, I leave off,’ from this day forth, to take it from the land of Juda, 
and from® the three provinces ® which are added thereunto from 11 Samaria and 
31 Galilee, from™ this day forth and” for evermore.“ Let Jerusalem also be holy 
82 and free, with the borders thereof; so the tenths and the gifts. And I yield up 
my authority over the fortress which is at Jerusalem,!® and give 7 to the high priest, 
33 that he may place in it men whom ™ he shall choose to keep it. And asa free gift 
118 set at liberty every one of the Jews, that have been carried * captives out of the 
land of Juda ® into any part of my kingdom; and I will that all my officers remit 7 
34 the tributes also 2 of their cattle. And I’will that all the feasts, and the * sab- 
baths, and new moons, and solemn” days, and three * days before the feast, and 
three ®® days after the feast, shall be full” days of immunity * and freedom % for 
35 all the Jews who are® in my realm. And no man®* shall have authority to bring 
36 action against,®? or to molest any of them in any matter.* And 4 J will® that 
there be enrolled amongst the king’s forces about thirty thousand men of the Jews, 
_87 and pay shall be given them,®° as is suitable for 37 all the king’s forces. And of them 
some shall be placed in the king’s great fortresses,** of whom also some shall be ap- 
pointed to the offices ® of the kingdom, which are of trust ; and I will that their 
officials and rulers be from“ themselves, and that they live after their laws, as 
38 also“ the king hath commanded in the land of Juda.** And concerning the three 
provinces that have been“ added to Judea from the country of Samaria, let them 
be joined to Judea, and be reckoned with it so that they may be“ under one, and 
39 obey no other ® authority than the high priest’s. Ptolemais,** and the land per- 
taining thereto, I give as a present to the sanctuary at Jerusalem for the proper 
40 expense*’ of the sanctuary. And * I myself give every year fifteen thousand 
41 shekels of silver out of the king’s revenues ® from the places fitting. And all the 
additional,®! which the officials ® paid not in, as in the* former years, from 
42 henceforth they shall give ® towards the works of the temple. And besides this, 
five © thousand shekels of silver, which they took from the requirements ” of the 
temple out of the income * year by year, these also ® shall be released, because they 
43 belong ™ to the priests that minister. And as many as may flee™ unto the temple 
at Jerusalem, or to any of its precincts,” being indebted * unto the king, or for any 
44. other matter, let them be at liberty, and all that they have in my realm. For the 
building also and restoring “ of the works of the sanctuary the ® expense © shall 
45 be given also from ™ the king’s revenue. And for the building of the walls of 
Jerusalem, and the fortifying thereof round about, the expense shall also be ™ given 
out of the king’s revenue, as also for the building ™ of the walls in Judxa. 


I (62. 74. Co. Ald. add vuty to the verb). 1(hdpwv, apparently, poll taxes.) 2 from the customs of (Tims — lit. 

price — Tod adds). 8 from crown taxes (rv otepavwv. See Com.). 4 and from. 5 appertaineth unto. 6 bard 
of. 7 the half of. 8 release it. ® so that they shall not be taken of . . . . Judea, nor of. 10 governments 
(see Com.). 11 out of the country of. 12 (The «ai found before this word in the text. rec. is omitted by IIT. X. 28. 
64. 98. 106. Old Lat.) 13 omits and. 14 (For aidva, III. X. 19. 28. al. Old Lat. offer dmavra, Of. xi. 86. It is 


better Greek, is therefore to be suspected.) 15 both from tenths and tributes (these words look back to ade.uéry, i. e. 
adenéva éctwoav are to be supplied). The form 77 for éo7w, here used, is also the common one in the New Mestemen, 
It is the Doric inflection. Cf. Winer, p. 79. 

Vers. 82, 38.—16 A. V.: as for the tower ... . IL yield up my authority over it. 17 set in it such men as. 
18 Moreover I freely. 19 were carried. 20 Judea. 21 (Lit., let all remit.) 22 even, 

Vers. 34-36. — 238 A. V.: Furthermore. 24 omits the. 25 (arodederyévar, appointed. Cf. Com.) 26 the three 
27 all (here, whole, i. e., full). 28 (areAcias = freedom from tax and service.) 29 (ahéoews = remission of ree 
and service. Both words are used for emphasis.) 8° omits whoare. 1 Also no man. 32 meddle with them (for 
the use of mpdgoew tiva in this sense, cf. Liddell and Scott’s Lez., s. v.). 83 (t. e., suit.) 34 omits And 85 will 
further. 86 unto whom. . . . be given. 87 belongeth to. ; 

Vers. 87, 88.— °8 A. V.: strong holds. 89 set over the affairs, 4° overseers and governors be of. 41 own laws 
even as. 42 Judea. 4 governments (see Com.) that are. 44 with Judea, that they may be... . reckoned to 
be (lit., joined to J. to be reckoned (with it), to the end that, etc.). 45 nor bound to obey other. . 

Vers. 39-41. — 46 A. V.: As for P. 47 it asa free gift . . . . necessary (Fritzsche receives mpooxaéyjkovcav from 52 
55. al. including, virtually, III. 44. 106. Ald.; text. rec., na@jxovcay) expences. 48 Moreover I. 49 ancotntal 
50 appertaining (avjKwv = mpoojkwv. Of. Eph. v. 4). 51 the overplus (7Acovégov = not a balance in the treasu: : 
which would be a very unlikely circumstance, but what was outstanding in dues to the temple service. Cf an 
52 officers. 53 omits the. 54 time. 55 shall be given. , ‘ iad 


Vers. 42, 48. — 56 A. V.: the five. 57 uses. 58 accounts. 5° even those things. 60 appertain 
61 whosoever they be that flee. 8 or be within the liberties (év rao 7. op., but probably a mistaken translation for ‘ig 
TavTa TA Opa avTov, as dependent on Pvywouv) thereof, 63 opeiAwv, III. X. 62.74. 106. Old Lat. ; teat. rec., nom. plur, 

Vers. 44, 45. — A. V.: repairing. 65 omits the. 68 expences. 87 of. 68 acoouata, ‘09 Yea font 

. 3 


70 expences shall be. 7 accounts, as also for building. 
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46 But? when Jonathan and the people heard these words, they credited them not? 
nor received them, because they remembered the great evil that he had done in 
47 Israel, and how he® had afflicted them very sore. And‘ with’ Alexander they 
were well pleased, because he was the first that proposed a® peace with them, and 
48 they remained allies® with him always. And the king Alexander gathered to- 
49 gether’ great forces, and camped over against Demetrius. And* the two kings 
Joined® battle, and Demetrius’ army ' fled ; and Alexander™ followed after him, 
50 and prevailed against them, .And he ¥ continued the battle very sore until the sun 
went down ; and that day Demetrius fell. 
51 And* Alexander sent ambassadors to Ptolemy king of Egypt with a message 
to this effect : , 
52 Forsomuch as I have returned to my realm, and have seated myself on™ the 
throne of my fathers,"* and have gotten the dominion, and overthrown Demetrius, 
53 and recovered our country; yea, I ® joined battle with him, and” he and his host 
were discomfited * by us, and we have seated ourselves on ” the throne of his king- 
54 dom; so now ” let us make a league of amity together, and give me now thy daugh- 
+ y wile 3 and I will be thy son-in-law, and will give thee ™ and her gifts worthy 
of thee.” 
5d And” Ptolemy the king gave answer, saying, 
Happy 4e the day wherein thou didst return into the land of thy fathers, and 
56 satest on™ the throne of their kingdom. And now will I do to thee, as thou hast 
written ; but meet me * at Ptolemais, that we may see one another; and” I will 
marry my daughter ® to thee as thou hast said.*! 
57 And*® Ptolemy went out of Egypt, he and * his daughter Cleopatra, and they 
58 came unto Ptolemais in the hundred threescore and second year. And the king * 
Alexander met him, and he ® gave unto him his daughter Cleopatra, and celebrated 
59 her marriage at Ptolemais just as kings do,** with great glory. And the ® king 
60 Alexander wrote * unto Jonathan, that he should come and meet him. And he 
went in state to Ptolemais, and“ met the two kings, and gave them and their 
61 friends silver and gold, and many presents, and found favor in their sight. And* 
pestilent fellows from* Israel, men who had apostatized,* assembled themselves 
62 against ** him, to accuse him; and* the king gave them no attention.“ And” 
the king commanded to take off Jonathan’s * garments, and clothe him in purple ; 
63 and they did so. And the king “ made him sit by himself, and said unto his chief 
officers,” Go with him into the midst of the city, and make proclamation, that no 
man complain against him concerning any suit,®! and let no man trouble him con- 
64 cerning any matter.*? And it came to pass when the accusers saw that he was 
honored according to the proclamation, and that he was ® clothed in purple, they 
65 all fied.°* And* the king honored him, and enrolled®* him amongst his chief 
66 friends, and made him a general and governor. And Jonathan returned to Jeru- 
salem with peace and gladness. 
67 And in the hundred threescore and fifth year came Demetrius son of Demetrius 


Vers. 46-50.—1 A. V.: Now. 2 gave no credit unto them. 8 for he. 4 But. 5 entreated of true. 
6 were confederate. 7 Then gathered king A. 8 And after. ® had joined. 10 battle, Demetrius’ (Fritzsche 
adopts A. here, and’A. immediately after, with III. X. 44. 71. 74. 93. 106. Co.; teat. rec. reverses the order. Grimm 
and Keil do not favor it) host. 11 but A. (see preceding note). 12 (If A. is subject, as seems probable from what 
follows, the view of Fritzsche appears less likely to be correct. Cf. Com.) 18 was D. slain. 

Vers. 51-54.— 144 A. V,: Afterward. 15 Ptolemee (I shall write hereafter as in the text). 16 am come again. 
Wamsetin. 18 progenitors. 19 for afterI had.  % both. 21 was discomfited. 22 so that we sit in, 3 now 
therefore. 24 both thee. 2 according to thy dignity. 

Vers. 55-57. — 96 A. V.: Then. 27 in. 28 meet me therefore. 29 for. 30 (émvyauBpevow = I will make a con- 
nection by marriage. Of. ver. 54.) 81 according to thy desire. 82 So. 33 with. 

Vers. 58-60. —54A. V.: where king. 35 meeting him, he. 36 (P., with great glory, as the manner of kings 1s.) 
87 Now. 38 had written. 39 Who thereupon went honourably (jera ddéns). 40 where he. 

Vers. 61-63.—41 A. V.: At that timecertain. 4? of. 43 men of a wicked life (avdpes mapavomor). #4 (mpos, but 
IU. 44. 55. 62. 74. Co. Old Lat. read én’.) 45 but. 46 would not. hear them. 47 Yea, more than that. 48 his 
(lit., ‘‘ And the king commanded and they took off from J. his,’’ etc.). 49 Also he. 50 princes (apxovorr). 51 of 
any matter (cf. ver. 35). 52 and that (the construction is changed to the imperative) no man trouble (A. V. molest at 
yer. 35) him for any manner of cause. 

Vers. 64-67. — 53 A. V.: Now when Ais. & (Lit., ‘‘ saw his glory as one heralded it, and him clothed,” etc.) 
55 omits that he was. % fled all away. 57 So. 58 wrote. 59 duke and partaker of his dominion (ef. Com. 


and Esd.i. 5). Afterward. 60 Furthermore. 


524 THE APOCRYPHA. 
i, eee ee 
68 out of Crete into the land of his fathers. -And+ when the king Alexander heard 
69 of it, he was very? sorry, and returned unto ° Antioch. And Demetrius appointed 
Apollonius, who was over Ccelesyria, general; and he* gathered together a great 
army,’ and camped in Jamnia, and sent unto Jonathan the high priest, saying, _ 
70 Thou quite® alone liftest up thyself against us, andI have become a laughing 
stock and reproach’ for thy sake; and why dost thou vaunt thy power® against us 
71 in the mountains? Now therefore, if thou reliest on thy forces,® come down to us 
into the plain,!® and there let us measure our strength together ; for with me is 
72 the power of the cities. Ask and learn who I am, and the rest that take our part, 
and they will say that your ” foot is not able to stand before us; ® for thy fathers 
73 were twice put to flight in their’ land. +And 16 now thou shalt not be able to 
withstand ” the horsemen and so great an army in the plain, where is neither 
stone, nor pebble,” nor place to flee unto. 
74 But when Jonathan heard these words of Apollonius, he was very indignant ; = 
and he chose out 22 ten thousand men and went * out of Jerusalem; and™ Simon 
75 his brother met him to” help him. And he pitched his tents against Joppe; and 
76 they of the city shut him out,” because Apollonius: had a garrison in Joppe; and 
they fought against” it. And * they of the city let him in for fear; and so Jona- 
77 than won Joppe. And ® when Apollonius heard of it,” he ordered * three thou- 
sand horsemen, with a great force of footmen under arms,®? and went to Azotus as 
though he would pass through it,®* and suddenly he advanced * into the plain, because 
78 he hada great number of horsemen, and relied on them. And Jonathan * followed 
79 after him to Azotus, and * the armies joined battle. And* Apollonius had left be- 
80 hind them’ a thousand horsemen in ambush.” And Jonathan learned * that there 
was an ambushment behind him ; and they closed in around his army, and cast # 
81 darts at the people, from morning till evening.” But the people stood still, as Jona- 
82 than had commanded them ; and their horsemen got * tired. And Simon advanced 
his force, and engaged the footmen, for the horsemen were spent; and they * 
83 were discomfited by him, and fled. The horsemen, also, were 47 scattered in the 
plain ;“° and they* fled to Azotus; and they * went into Beth-dagon, their idol’s 
84 temple, for safety. And © Jonathan set fire to* Azotus, and the cities round about 
it, and took their spoils; and the temple of Dagon, and 52 them that had fled to- 
85 gether * into it, he burnt with fire. And*® there were burnt and slain with the 
86 sword about ® eight thousand men. And from thence Jonathan removed,” and 
camped against Ascalon, and they ™ of the city came forth, and met him with great 
87 honors. And Jonathan returned to Jerusalem with his troops,® having many 
88 spoils. And it came to pass when the ® king Alexander heard these things, he 





Vers. 68, 69. —1.A. V.: whereof. 2 heard tell, he was right. 3 into. 4 Then D. made (xaréornoe. Others, 
confirmed) A. the governor of Ocelosyria his general (Others would not supply this thought, but it seems to be plainly 
suggested by the Greek. So the Vulg., constitwit Apollonium ducem), who. 5 host. 

Vers. 70-738. —% A. V.; omits quite (superl. of woves. Of. 2 Macc. x. 70; 3 Mace. iii. 19). 7 and Iam laughed 
to scorn for thy sake, and reproached. 8 (Lit., hast thow authority, i. e., here, exercise, arrogate, it. Cf. the Heb. 


wir at Eccles. ii-19 ; viii. 9.) 9 trustest in thine own strength. 10 plain field. 11 try the matter... . (64. Old 


-Lat., rod¢uwv). 12 shail tell thee that thy. 8 our face. ™havebeen 1 their own. 16 Wherefore. 17 abide. 
18 a power. 19 flint. 
Vers. 74-76. — 20 A. V.: So. 21 moyed in his mind (too tame. Syr., iratws et commotus est). 22 choosing. 
23 he went. 4 where. 25 for to. 26 but they (Fritzsche receives of from III. X. 55. 62. 64. al.) of Joppe.... 
out of the city. 27 there. Then Jonathan laid siege unto. 28 whereupon. 
Vers. 77, 78. — 9 A. V.: Whereof. 30 omits of it. 81 took (wapevéBade. I render by ‘‘ ordered ... . under 


arms.” This verb, with the accus., is used in the classics to signify to put an army tn battle array, and so Wah|’s Clavis 
would render here. But cf. the following cat énopevéy. There is no intimation that he went with only a part of his 
army to Ashdod. Hence Grimm renders by ‘‘ marschfertig machen,” ‘‘ made ready for the march ;*” Keil, “ Schlag fertig 


ordnen,” ‘‘ put them in readiness for battle ’’). 82 host of footmen. 83 one that journeyed (I adopt the marg. read- 
ing). 34 therewithal drew Aim forth (marg., ‘Jed his company.’’ The meaning is rather that on approaching the 
place he suddenly diverged into the plain so as to draw the Jewish army in that direction). 85 in whom he put his 


trust. %¢ Then J. (Fritzsche strikes out the proper name, with III. X. 23. 44. 55. al.). 87 where. 
Vers. 79-82. —38 A. V.: Now. 39 omits behind them. 40 (év kpumr@ ; ILI. X. 28. 44. al.,xpumras.) 41 knew. 


42 for they had compassed in his host and cast (lit., shook out). 43 (Fritzsche adopts detAns from III. X. 19. 238. 44. 
al.; text. rec., éomépas). 44 so the enemies’ horses were. 45 Then brought (lit., drew) 8. forth his host ... . set 
them against. 46 who. : 

Vers. 83-85.— 47 A. V.: being. 48 field. 49 omits they. 50 But. 51 on. v2 with. 53 were fled. 
6 Thus. 55 well nigh. 

Vers, 86-88. — 56 A. V.:; removed his host, 57 where the men. 58 pomp. 59 After this returned J. and his 


host, unto Jerusalem, 60 Now when. 
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89 honored Jonathan yet more. 


And he? sent him a buckle of gold, such as it is cus- 


tomery to give to the relatives of kings;? he gave him also Accaron with all ® the 


borders thereof in possession. 


Ver. 89.—1 A.V.: omits he. 
of the kings’ blood (cf. Com., and vers. 31, 32, chap. xi). 


2 as the use is (I render freely, according to the sense) to be given to such as are 


3 omits all. 


CHAPTER X. 


Ver. 1. In the hundred and sixtieth year. 
This was B. c. 153. — Son of Antiochus. He was 
not really a son, but was so called for political pur- 
poses. The enemies of Demetrius put him for- 
ward as son of Antiochus, changed his name to 
Alexander, introduced him to the Roman Senate 
as the proper heir to the Syrian throne, and there- 
by secured for him an army by which his preten- 
sions were sustained. Cf. Polyb., xxxiii. 14, 15; 
Diod. Sic. in Miiller’s Fragm. Hist. Greec., ii. 
xii. ff. ; Liv., Zpit., 1., lii.; Appian, Syr., lxvii. ; 
Joseph., Antiq., xiii. 2,§ 1. It is hardly likely that 
prejudice in this king’s favor on account of his 
friendliness to the Jews led our author, as Grimm 
suggests, to give him this title, “Son of Anti- 
ochus.” The report was assiduously circulated in 
Syria and Asia Minor as true, and he seems really 
to have believed it. Coins have been discovered 
in which this king bears the title “ Epiphanes; ” 
hence the supposition of Grotius and Michaelis, 
that rod "Em@avois should be read is of no account. 

Ver. 7. And of them that were in the for- 
tress. The documents may not have been read at 
the same time to both, but to the latter possibly 
by means of a flag of truce 

Ver. 8. Sore afraid. This may refer both to 
the Greek, and the believing, party. War was 
dreaded alike by both. By the one, because of 
fear of Jonathan’s revenge; by the other, on ac- 
count of the cruelties in general which would be 
likely to attend it. 

Ver. 11. With square stones for fortifica- 
tion. Michaelis remarks: “Jonathan must have 
had avery good idea of the art of fortifying, since 
Jerusalem so fortified that the temple was at the 
same time the city’s citadel, became one of the 
largest fortresses of the old world whose capture 
cost the Romans, in their three sieges (under 
Pompey, Sosius, and Vespasian), not a little time 
and trouble.” 

Ver. 19. We have heard. In all documents 
issued by kings to be found in the Books of Macca- 
bees, excepting 2 Mace. ix. 20 ff., the plural form 
(plur. of majesty) is used as here. ‘This is not 
customary in the canonical books of the Old Tes- 
tament. Cf. Ez. iv. 18-22; Dan. iii. 29. The 
plural, however, in the present book is generally 
used only at the beginning of such documents, the 
singular being subsequently employed. 

Ver. 20. As high priest. ‘The office had re- 
mained vacant since the death of Alcimus, seven 
years before. Strictly speaking, Jonathan had no 
right to this position since it was hereditary. But 
it had already for a long time been subordinated 
to the local secular authority. Moreover, there 
was no legitimate successor to the dignity then 
living, while Jonathan himself was of priestly de- 
scent. — And he sent him a purple (robe), 
namely, as a token of royalty (viii. 14), or of spe- 
cial favor (Esth. viii. 15). This sentence, which 
the writer throws in parenthetically, shows that 
if he derived the contents of this letter from orig- 
inal sources, he did not consider it essential that 
they should be given in their literal form. 








Ver. 21. Jonathan officiated for the first time 
as high priest at the Feast of Tabernacles, on 
the 15th of the month Tisri (October) 3B. c. 153. 
This is the same year in which the events de- 
scribed x. 1 ff. took place. Hence Michaelis, 
Grimm, Wieseler, and others (cf. remarks at i. 10), 
think that the author of the present book must 
have begun the computation of the Seleucian era 
from the beginning of Nisan (April) and not from 
Tisri, since these events could not have all taken 
place within the short space of fourteen days. But 
it is not held that the Seleucian era began pre- 
cisely with the beginning of Tisri, but only that it 
began in the fall of the year. Hence, the Feast of 
Tabernacles here spoken of may have taken place 
nearly a year later than the events mentioned in 
verse 1 ff., i. e., at the close of the year. Cf. Ex. 
xxiii. 16. The Jewish civil year did in fact be- 
gin with Tisri. Cf. Keil, Com. in loc., and Schii- 
rer, Neutest. Zeitgeschichte, p. 17 f. 

Ver. 25. Unto the nation of the Jews. Alex- 
ander had written directly to Jonathan. Per 
haps the reason for this difference, which Jose~ 
phus notices and seeks to avoid, by asserting that 
Alexander wrote to Jonathan and the~ people, 
arises from the really different relations of the 
rival kings to the Jewish people. Grimm sees in 
the statement proof of the genuineness of our 
book at this point. 

Ver. 29. Tax on salt. This salt was taken 
from the Dead Sea (xi. 35), and hitherto the Syrian 
kings had demanded a tax on all that was pro- 
duced. — Crown taxes. This tax consisted, at 
first, of golden crowns, for which gold of equal 
value was often substituted. Cf. xiii. 37; 2 Mace. 
xiv. 4. 

Ver. 30. The oppressiveness of such a tax may 
be imagined. But that the amount is not exag- 
gerated is shown by Winer (Realwérterbuch, under 
“Abgaben”’), who cites Pausanias (iv. 14, 3), re- 
specting a tax levied by the Spartans on the 
Messenians, amounting in times of need, to one 
half of what was harvested. — Nouv, provinces. 
The word was used to designate the departments 
into which ancient Egypt was divided and the 
satrapies of the old Babylonian empire. Raw- 
linson translates it in Herodotus (ii. 165) by “ can- 
ton,” and in the notes speaks of them as “‘ nomes.” 
Cf. Liddell and Scott’s Lex., s.v. These three 
provinces are elsewhere (xi. 34) designated as 
Apherema, Lydda, and Ramathem, and as having 
been added to Judza from Samaria (v.39). The 
words and Galilee, in the present verse, are gen- 
erally looked upon (so Grimm, Keil, and others) 
as a corruption, or a blunder of the writer. Jo- 
sephus thought of the districts of Samaria, Gali- 
lee, and Perea. Ewald conjectures that the words 
amd THs are to be repeated before TaAtAalas, and 
that the latter was meant so to be codrdinated 
with Judea. But why is not then Galilee in- 
cluded with Judea in the same connection below ? 

Ver. 31. Holy, 7. e., sacred, dedicated to God. 
— The tenths and the gifts. As necessary to 
the support of the temple and its service, these 
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were also to be free from taxation. Every adult 
Israelite was expected to contribute, every year, 
half a shekel in silver for the uses of the tem- 
le. 

Ver. 33. Every one of the Jews, Ildcav 
Yuxhy "Iovdalev. The language is emphatic and 
means all, whether old or young, men or women, 
every Israelitish person. — Tributes also of their 
cattle. The sense is not clear. The reference 
may be to a road tax which was imposed on beasts 
of burden. Josephus, however, regarded it as 
giving to the animals of the Israelites immunity 
from a forced courier, and other similar service. 
Cf. the LXX. at 1 Kings, ix. 21; 2 Chron. viii. 8, 


where ¢épos is used to render Dt, as also in 


other places. 

Ver. 34. Solemn days. It means days espe- 
cially set apart for religious ceremonies, and refers 
in a general way to the feasts already mentioned, 
and others of a like character. — Three days be- 
fore the feast and three days after the feast. 
This time was allowed in order to give those liv- 
ing at a distance from Jerusalem opportunity to 
go and return. 

Ver. 36. By this apparent privilege of enter- 
ing his army which Demetrius grants to the Jews, 
he doubtless means to put a check upon all at- 
tempt at revolution on their part, as well as to 
provide himself with a potent ally against Alex- 
ander. 

Ver. 39. Avery sagacious stroke on the part of 
Demetrius, since this city was now in the possession 
of Alexander, although properly belonging to the 
former, and a great inducement was thereby of- 
fered to the Jews to join the party of Demetrius 
and dislodge his enemies from this stronghold. 

_ Ver. 40. Fifteen thousand shekels of silver. 

Cf. on the different values of the shekel, Keil, 
Archéol., p. 599 ff.; Smith’s Bib, Dict., under 
“Shekel” and ‘ Money.” — From the places 
fitting, i. e., where the money could best be spared. 
This offer of Demetrius will not appear strange, 
when it is remembered that other sovereigns, as 
Darius and Artaxerxes (Ez. vi. 3, 7; vill. 25) had 
devoted money to a similar purpose. 

Ver. 41. All the additional, wav 7d mAcovd(or. 
Some (Scholz, Gaab) make this refer to any sur- 
plus found in the royal treasury after the ex- 
penses were paid! Grimm, with Michaelis, sup- 
‘poses that it relates to what was behind in the 
amounts pledged to the support of the temple by 
previous kings. This immense, outstanding sum 
\was now to be gradually (ard rod voy) paid. But 
this seems to us very unlikely on the face of it and 
not true to the Greek. The word mAcovd¢ov looks 
both backwards and forwards, but is especially 
limited by the following relative sentence, “ all the 
additional, which the officials paid not in as in 

_ the former years,” i. e., since the time of the Per- 
sians down to Antiochus Epiphanes, this yearly 
sum pledged to the support of the temple was 
“from now on,” to be regularly paid. 

Ver. 42. This five thousand shekels was the 
royal tax on the income of the temple from tithes 
and gifts (see ver. 31), and on things like wood, 
salt, and cattle that were required in its service. 

Ver.43. The right of asylum in the temple for 
insolvent debtors is something of which the Mosaic 
law has nothing to say, but is derived from Greek 
custom. Cf. Winer, Realwirterbuch, under “ Frei- 
statt.” — And all that they have. None of their 
property in the king’s realm could in these cir- 
cumstances be seized for debt. 
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“Ver. 44. King’s revenue (Adyov). This word 
is used in the sense of ‘ reckoning,” “ account,” 
in Matt. xii. 36, xviii. 23, and often elsewhere. 
Here, as in verse 40, it is, to be taken for that 
which is reckoned, that is, the income, “ ratio, i, 
e., impensorum et expensorum collatio.” Wahl’s 
Clavis, s. v. 

Calovius quoted by Grimm, says properly that 
Alexander was not spoken of as first to make 
peace in the sense of time but of rank, dignity : 
“ Princeps pacis dicitur non ordine temporis, sed 
dignitatis.’ He had named Jonathan at once 
high priest, called him a friend of the king, and 
sent a crown and purple mantle as tokens of his 
real intentions. : 

Vers. 49, 50. Grimm and Keil contest Fritz- 
sche’s reading as given above, the latter urging 
that since Demetrius is mentioned in the latter 
part of the 50th verse the unknown subject of 
ecrepéwoe in the previous clause should be Alex- 
ander, which would favor the common reading. 
What has caused vacillation among authorities is 
probably the fact stated by Justin (xxxv. 1,10), 
that there were really two battles between these 
kings, in the former of which Demetrius was suc- 
cessful. Josephus, like the writer of the present 
book, seems to speak only of the latter and de- 
cisive conflict. 

Ver. 51. Ptolemy = Ptolemeus VI. Philom- 
eter, who reigned B. Cc. 180-145. 

Ver. 54. These gifts were simply the usual 


presents (77%) made on such occasions. 


Vers. 62, 63. Cf. the treatment of Joseph 
by Pharoah (Gen. xli. 43), and of Mordecai by 
Xerxes (Esth. vi. 11). 

Ver. 65. Previously (ver. 6), Demetrius had 

romised Jonathan the rank of orparnyés, military 
leader, general, and now Alexander gives it to 
him in fact. — Mepiddpxns, governor. He was to 
have control, under the king, over one of the 
provinces into which, since the time of Seleucus L., 
Ceele-Syria had been divided. 

Ver. 67. This landing of Demetrius II. Nica- 
tor, in Cilicia, B. c. 147, took place three years 
after Alexander’s marriage. 

Ver. 68. As Keil remarks, the choice of the 
word éAumh@n, to describe the feelings of Alexan- 
der, is quite in place, since in his luxury and de- 
bauchery it was more a feeling of surrow at being 
disturbed by the arrival of Demetrius than of fear 
for its consequences to his kingdom. Others sus- 
pect a false translation (Michaelis), or give the 
word a forced meaning. , 

Ver. 69. This Apollonius is supposed to be 
the trusted friend of Demetrius I. mentioned by 
Polybius (xxxi. 19, 6, xxi. 2), which would ac- 
count for his going over so soon to the party of 
the son. —Jamnia. Cf. iv. 15. 


Ver. 71. Power of the cities. The rich cities 
of the coast. 
Ver. 72. The allusion to victories which had 


been won over the Israelites is probably to be re- 
ferred to the two great battles which occurred in 
Eli’s time, in one of which (1 Sam. iv. 10) the ark 
was taken and in the other Saul slain (1 Sam. 
xxxi).—In their land, i. e.) where they had their 
choice of position. 

Ver. 75. Joppe, the present Jaffa. It was sit- 
uated about three geographical miles from Jam- 
nia, where the force of Apollonius was encamped. 

Ver. 81. Covered by their shields, the force of 
Jonathan received little injury from the hostile 
arrows, while the cavalry of Apollonius became ex- 
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hausted in a fruitless endeavor to break through 
the close ranks. 

Ver. 83. It was clearly not the cavalry that 
fled to the protection of the idol temple, but the 
infantry. The former could at least keep out of 
the way of the Jewish soldiers, — Beth-dagon 
= house (temple) of Dagon. Dagon was the 
well-known divinity of the Philistines, whose 
Image was a horrible monstrosity, half fish, half 
man. 


Ver. 86. Ascalon. The well-known Philistine 


city on the coast between Gaza and Ashdod, now 
called Askiilan. ; 

Ver. 89. A buckle of gold. Such buckles 
were used for fastening the mantle or outer robe 
on the shoulder or chest. It would seem that the 
right to wear such golden buckles was granted 
only to persons of rank. Cf. xi. 58; xiv. 44.— 
Accaron, One of the five great Philistine cities, 
now known as Akir, from four to five miles east 
of Jamnia. —In possession. This may refer 
only to the right of levying taxes upon-it. 





CHAPTER XI. 


1 Anp the king of Egypt gathered together many soldiers, as the sand which is? 

upon the sea shore, and many ships, and sought? through deceit to get possession 
2 of ® Alexander’s kingdom, and join it to his kingdom.t And he went forth® into 
Syria with words of peace, and ° they of the cities opened unto him, and met him ; 
for king Alexander had commanded that they should meet him,’ because he was his 
father-in-law. But when Ptolemy § entered into the cities, he placed ® in every one 
of them his soldiers as a garrison.’? And when he™ came near to Azotus, they 
showed him the burnt temple of Dagon, and Azotus and the destroyed suburbs 
thereof,” and the bodies * cast abroad, and those burnt that Jonathan “ burnt in the 
battle; for they made” heaps of them on his route. And? they told the king 
what Jonathan did,” to the intent he might blame him; and * the king held his 
peace. And” Jonathan met the king with great honors” at Joppa, and” they 
saluted one another, and spent the night there. And” Jonathan went * with the 
king as far as ** the river called Eleutherus, and* returned to Jerusalem. But 
the king Ptolemy became master ” of the cities on the sea coast as far as Seleucia 
by the sea, and meditated evil plans against Alexander. And** he sent ambassa- 
dors unto the * king Demetrius, saying, Come, let us make a league betwixt us, 
and I will give thee my daughter whom Alexander hath, and thou shalt rule® thy 
father’s kingdom ; for I repent that I gave my daughter unto him, for he sought to 
slay me. And he blamed * him, because he was desirous of his kingdom. And” 
he took his daughter from him, and gave her to Demetrius, and became estranged 
from Alexander, and * their hatred was openly known. 

And ** Ptolemy entered into Antioch, and put on the crown of Asia; yea, he 
put two crowns upon his head, that ® of Asia, and of Egypt. But the king Alex- 
ander was in Cilicia during this time, because the inhabitants of those parts were in 
15 revolt.2® And when Alexander heard of it,** he came to war against him. And 
16 Ptolemy ® led out a mighty force to meet him,*° and put him to flight. And * 


ona or He ©9 


iia} 


10 
aL 
12 


13 
14 


8 omits possession of. 4 own. 


a great host, like ... . that lieth, 2 went about. 
Dative of accompaniment), so as. 


Vers. 1,2.—1A. V.: a 
6 in peaceable manner (Adyots eipnviKots. 


5 Whereupon he took his journey. 
7 them so to do. 

Vers. 3-5. —® A. V. : Now as Ptolemee (Cod. IIT. 23. al., ‘‘ Ptolemais.’? Hereafter I shall write this proper name as 
above). ® set. 10 them a garrison of soldiers to keep it. 11 (X. 62. 74. 106., the plur.) 12 the temple of D. that 
was burnt ... . the suburbs thereof that were destroyed. 13 bodies that were. 14 them that he had. 16 had 
17 whatsoever J. had done. 18 blame him (see Com.): but. 


made. 16 by the way where he should pass. Also. 
Vers. 6, 7.—19 A. V.: Then. 20 pomp. 21 where. 22 lodged (éxouuyOynoav. This verb corresponds to 29 
in Hebrew, and means to remain over night). Afterward. 23 when he had gone. %4 to. 25 omits and. 


2 returned again. 

Vers. 8-10. — 27 A. V.: King Ptolemee therefore, having gotten the dominion. 
coast, imagined wicked counsels. Whereupon. 29 omits the. 30 reign in. 

Vers. 11, 12.—-21 A. V.: Thus did he slander (cf. ver. 5. Codd. III. 28. 64. 74. 106. employ the same verb here as 
there). £2 Wherefore. 38 forsook A. (yAAoww6y Tov "A. The idea of separation is involved in the verb, hence the 
Gen. See Buttmann, p. 157 f.), so that. 

Vers. 18-16. —*4.A.V.: Then. 5 Antioch, where he set two crowns upon his head (I adopt the words above given, 
with Fritzsche, from ITI. X. 23. 52. 55. 62. 64. 106., teat. rec. omits), the crown. 36 In the mean season was king A. 
in ©., because those that dwelt in those parts had revolted from him. 37 But. 38 of this. 89 whereupon king Pp. 
40 prought forth his host (Thy dvvauw. Fritzsche strikes out, as wanting in III. X. 23. 52. 55. 62. al.), and met him 
with a mighty power (lit., ‘‘ And P. led out and met him with a mighty force”’). 41 So. 


28 by the sea unto 8. upon the sea 
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Alexander fled into Arabia, in order to find protection there ;* but the king Ptolemy 
17 was exalted. And? Zabdiel the Arabian took off Alexander’s head, and sent at 
18 unto Ptolemy.. And the king Ptolemy ® died the third day ;* and they that were 
19 in his® strongholds were slain by the inhabitants of the strongholds.® And’ 
Demetrius became king * in the hundred threescore and seventh year. 
20 At that® time Jonathan gathered together them that were of ° Judea, to take 
the fortress “ that was in Jerusalem; and he made many engines of war against it. 
21 And certain apostates,” who hated their nation,!® went unto the king, and told him 
22 that Jonathan besieged the fortress. And on hearing it,* he was angry ; but when 
he had heard it he at once removed, and came to Ptolemais, and wrote unto Jona- 
than, that he should not lay siege to it, and that he should meet him for an inter- 
23 view at Ptolemais as soon as possible. But * Jonathan, when he heard this, com- 
manded to carry on the siege ;1” and he chose some out of * the elders of Israel 
24 and the priests, and put himself in peril. And he ¥ took silver and gold, and rai- 
ment, and other presents ” besides, and went to Ptolemais unto the king, and 2? found 
25 favor in his sight. And certain apostates from the nation made” complaints against 
26 him. And” the king treated 4 him as his predecessors treated him,” and promoted 
27 him in the sight of all his friends. And he** confirmed him in the high priesthood, ” 
and in all other honors* that he had before, and caused him to be reckoned ® 
28 among his chief” friends. And*! Jonathan desired of” the king, that he would 
make Judea free from tribute, as also the three toparchies of Samaria, and he 
29 promised him three hundred talents. And the king consented, and wrote letters 
unto Jonathan concerning ® all these things after this manner : 
30 King Demetrius unto Ads brother Jonathan, and unto the nation of the Jews, . 
31 sendeth greeting. We write to you also the copy of the letter which we wrote unto 
32 our kinsman * Lasthenes concerning you, that ye may know of it.” King Deme- 
33 trius unto his ® father Lasthenes sendeth greeting. We have *® determined to do 
good to the nation * of the Jews, who are our friends, and observe their obligations 
34 towards *! us, because of their good will to *? us. Wherefore we have ratified unto 
them both“ the borders of Judea, and“ the three provinces,” Apherema and 
Lydda and Ramathem, that are “ added unto Judea from Samaria,” and all things 
appertaining * unto them. To all such as do sacrifice in Jerusalem, we remit 
what was to be paid in place of the revenue which the king formerly received 
35 from * them yearly out of the products * of the earth and of the fruit trees, and 
the * other things that belong unto us from this time forth,® of the tithes and cus- 
toms that belong © unto us, also” the salt pits, and the crown taxes that belong * 
36 unto us, we remit all freely to them.*® And nothing hereof shall be revoked es 
37 this time forth for ever. Now therefore see that ‘how make a copy of these things, 
and let it be delivered unto Jonathan, and let it be placed®® upon the holy mount 
in a conspicuous place. ; 
388 And when the ®™ king Demetrius saw that the land was quiet before him, and 
that no resistance was made against him, he discharged ® all his soldiers,* every 


Vers. 16-19. —1A.V.: there to be defended. 2 for. 5 King P. also. 4 day after. 5 the 
(Fritzsche receives avrod from III. X. 28. 52. al.; text. rec. omits). ® one of another (lit., by those in the strongholds). 
7 By this means. 8 reigned. 

Vers. 20-238. —9 A. V.: the same. 10 in. 11 take (éxmoAcujoat) the tower. 12 Then .... ungodly persons 
18 own people. 14 tower ; Whereof when he heard. 15 and immediately removing, he. 16 the tower (the word 


dxpq is stricken out by Fritzsche as wanting in III. X. 28. 52. al.), but come and speak with him at P. in great haste. 
Nevertheless. 47 besiege tt stil. 18 certain of. f 


Vers. 24-26. —19 A. V.: omits he. 20 divers presents (£€via, i. e., guest-gifts). 21 where he. 22 though certain 


ungodly men of the people had made. 33 yet. 24 entreated. 25 had done before. 

Vers. 27-29. — 26 A, V.: omits he. 27 (Lit., ‘the high priesthood to him.’’) °8 all the honors. 29 gave him 
pre-eminence (éroinoev . . . . Nyetabar). 80 his (rv) chief. 81 Then. 22 i 83 . 
Salen cen By ¥ mt (Tov) omits of. governments with the 

Vers, 31-84.— 86 A. V.: send you here a... . did write unto our cousin. 37 might see it. . 88 his (7G) 39 are 
40 people. 41 keep covenants with. 42 towards. 48 omits both (ze). 44 with. 45 governments of. 
4 that are (see Com.). 47 the country of 8. 48 (cvyxvpovyta. One of the derived meanings is to be contiguous ie 
Elsewhere in the LXX. at Numb. xxxy. 4. So, too, Polyb. iii. 59, 7.) 49 For. 50 J., instead of (see Con the 
payments. king received of. 5% aforetime out of the fruits. 53 of trees (axpadptev), . = 

Vers. 385-87. — © A. V.: And as for. 55 omits from this time forth. 56 pertaining. 57 as also 58 ero 
taxes, which are due. 59 discharge them of them all for their relief (émapkas mapicuev. Fritzsche adopts exigent 


pev from ITT. 28. 55. al. ; X. 44, 71., érapkéowpev). 60 and set. 
Ver. 88 —% A. V.: After this, when. 6 sentaway.  °% 3 forces. 
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one to his own place, except the foreign mercenaries,t_ whom he had enlisted? from 
89 the isles of the heathen; and® all the forces of his father hated him. But Tryphon 
was earlier an adherent of Alexander; and when he saw? that all the soldiers ® 
murmured against Demetrius, he ® went to Imalcue’ the Arabian, that brought 
40 up Antiochus the young son of Alexander. And he *® lay sore upon him in order 
that he might® deliver him to him,” that he might reign in his father’s stead. 
And ™ he told him all * that Demetrius had done, and of the enmity which his soldiers 
41 felt towards * him; and he remained there “ a long season. And” Jonathan sent 
unto the !° king Demetrius, that he would remove those of the fortress from” Je- 
42 rusalem, and those in the strongholds, because '* they fought against Israel. And 
Demetrius sent unto Jonathan, saying, I will not only do this for thee and thy 
43 nation,” but I will greatly honor thee and thy nation, if opportunity serve. Now 
therefore thou wilt“ do well, if thou send me men to help me ;” for all my soldiers 
44 have revolted. And* Jonathan sent him three thousand valiant ** men unto Anti- 
45 och; and they went” to the king, and the king was very glad of their coming. And 
the inhabitants of the city *° gathered themselves together into the midst of the city, 
about ” an hundred and twenty thousand men, and would have slain the king. 
46 And* the king fled into the palace; and the inhabitants ” of the city took possession 
47 of the streets ® of the city, and began to fight. And *! the king called on ” the Jews 
for help, and they assembled * unto him all at once ; and they dispersed themselves 
all at once in ™ the city; and they * slew that day in the city about ®* an hundred 
48 thousand. And* they set fire to * the city, and took ® many spoils that day, and 
49 saved * the king. And when the inhabitants *! of the city saw that the Jews had 
got possession of the® city as they would, their courage gave out; and™ they 
50 eried as suppliants to the king,” saying, Grant us peace, and let the Jews cease 
51 fighting against *’ us and the city. And“ they cast away their “ weapons, and 
made peace. And the Jews were honored in the sight of the king, and in the sight 
of all that were in his realm; and they returned to Jerusalem, having great spoils. 
52 And the “ king Demetrius sat on the throne of his kingdom, and the land was quiet 
53 before him. And he proved false respecting © all that he promised,” and estranged 
himself from Jonathan, and repaid him not according to® the benefits which he 
had received of him, and oppressed him” sore. 
54 Butafter this Tryphon returned,” and with him the young child Antiochus ; and 
55 he became king, and put on a crown.” And there gathered unto him all the men 
of war, whom Demetrius had discharged,” and they fought against him, and he fled 
56, 57 and was routed. And** Tryphon took the elephants, and won Antioch. And 
the young Antiochus wrote unto Jonathan, saying, I confirm thee in the high 
priest-hood, and appoint thee over ™ the four provinces,” and thou shalt be one ™ of 
58 the king’s friends. And” he sent him a service of gold, and gave him leave to 
59 drink in gold, and to be clothed in purple, and to wear a golden buckle. His brother 


Ver. 39.—1A. V.: certain bands of strangers. 2 gathered. 8 wherefore (see Co7m.). 4 Moreover there was one 
Tryphon, that had been of Alexander's part afore, who seeing. 5 host. 6 omits he. 7 Simaleue (I read with 


the majority of the best MSS. The &. probably came from the preceding word). 
Vers. 40-42. —® A. V.: omits he. 9 him to. 10 him this young Antiochus. 11 omits And. 12 therefore all. 


13 how his men of war were at enmity with. 14 there he remained. 15 In the mean time. 16 omits the. 
17 cast... . tower out of. 18 also in the fortresses: for. 19 So. 20 people. 

Vers. 438-45.— 21 A. V.: shalt. 22 (Rritusche receives wou from III. X. 23. 55. al. ; tet. rec, omits.) 23 forces 
are gone from me. Upon this. % strong men (see Com.). 25 when they came. 26 HWowbeit they that were of 
the city. 27 to the number of. 

Vere. 46-48. —25 A. V.: Wherefore. 29 court, but they. 20 kept the passages (cf. on S/0d0s, the LXX. at Deut. 
xiii. 16; Jer. vii. 34; Is. xi. 16; Judith vii. 22). 51 Then. 32 to, 33 who came. 84 and [the Antiochians] 
dispersing themselves, through (Fritzsche strikes out wavres dua with III. X. 28. 44. 52. al.). 35 omits and they 
(=the Jews).  % tothenumberof. Also. on. % gat. 4 delivered. 

Vers. 49-51. —4! A. V.: So when they. 42 got the. 43 was abated. 4+ wherefore. 45 made supplication to 
the king and cried. 46 from assaulting. 47 With that. 48 Only the article in the Greek. The Antiochians are 


meant. 
Vers. 52,53.— 49 A. V.: Soking. 5 Nevertheless he dissembled in. 51 ever he spake (lit., ‘‘ he falsified all things 


as many as he said *’). 82 neither rewarded he him according to (Kara). 53 but troubled him very. 

Vers. 54-57. A. V.: After this returned T. 5 who reigned, and was crowned. Then, 57 put away (III. 
23. 44. 62. al., dreaxopaxicer, cast off utterly, i. e., sent off in disgrace). 58 Demetrius (avrov), who turned his back 
and fled. Moreover. 69 At that time. 60 ruler over. 61 governments. 62 to be one (lit., and that thow 
be of). vay } 

as. 58-60.— A. V.: Upon this. 64 golden vessels to be served in (lit., “ golden vessels, namely (kat), @ sere 
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a a ee ee 
Simon also he appointed military governor from the! ladder of Tyrus unto the bor- 
ders of Egypt. And? Jonathan went forth, and passed over the river, and through 
the cities,® and all the forces of Syria gathered themselves unto him as allies in war ; 
and when he came to Ascalon,® they of the city met him with honors.® And he de- 
parted from thence unto Gaza; and’ they of Gaza shut him out. And®& he laid 
siege unto it, and burned the suburbs thereof with fire, and spoiled them.” And” 
they of Gaza made supplication unto Jonathan, and 11 he made peace with them, 
and took the sons of their chief men for hostages, and sent them to Jerusalem, and 
passed through the country unto Damascus. And % Jonathan heard that Demetrius’ 
generals had ‘8 come to Cades, which is in Galilee, with a great force, purposing 
to remove him from his office. And he ® went to meet them, but 16 Jeft Simon his 
brother in the country. And?” Simon encamped against Bethsura, and fought 
against it a long season, and shut it up. And 18 they desired of him to grant them 
peace, and he granted it to them; and he” put them out from thence, and took the 
city, and set a garrison in it. And* Jonathan and his army 2 nitched at the water 
of Gennesar, and early # in the morning advanced ™ to the plain of Asor.* And 
behold, an army of foreigners ** met them in the plain; and they had laid an am- 
push 2’ for him in the mountains, but 2° came themselves to meet him.” And * they 
that lay in ambush rose out of their places,” and joined battle. And *® all that 
were of Jonathan’s side fled, not even ® one of them was * left, except Mattathias the 
son of Absalom,® and Judas the son of Chalphi,®® leaders of the army. And*® 
Jonathan rent his clothes, and cast earth upon his head, and prayed. And he turned 
around against them* to battle, and ® put them to flight, and they fled.” And* 
when his own men that fled *? saw this, they turned again unto him, and with him 
pursued them to Cades, as far as their camp; and there they camped. And there 
fell of the foreigners that day about three thousand men; and* Jonathan re- 
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turned to Jerusalem. 


vice,” Suaxoviay. This word was often so used by Athenzeus, and is so rendered here by the best critics). 
3 passed through the cities beyond the water (the order is different 

4 for to help him. 

Vers. 61-64. —7 A. V.: From whence he went to Gaza, but. 

13 princes (Fritzsche receives tov dp. from III. X. 28. 44. 55. 


captain from the place called The. 2 Then. 
in the Greek. The river Jordan is meant). 
12 Now when. 


10 Afterward, when. 11 omits and. 


al.) were. 14 power. 15 out of the country (so 44. 71. 76. 93. 184. Co. Ald.). He. 
Vers. 65-71. —+*7 A. V.: Then. 18 but. 
20 then. 21 As for. 22 host, they. 23 from whence betimes. 


19 desired to have peace with him, which 


1 made 


5 (Cf. x. 86.) 
8 wherefore. 


6 honourably. 
9 (avrd; avtas, III. X. 28. 44. al.) 


16 and. 
.... granted them. 


24 they gat them. 25 Nasor (Fritzsche adopts 


Acdép from X. 44. al. Joseph. Syr. Old Lat. ; text. rec., Naowp. The last letter of the previous word was probably the 


occasion of the change). 
ambush (é&€BadAay évedpor). 38 omits but. 
And. 35 insomuch as there was not. 34 omits was. 


55. al.; teat. rec., ABeooadspuov, which is the usual form in the LXX. of the Heb. word for ‘‘ Absalom.’’) 
37 the captains of the host. 
39 he. 

44 So there were slain of the heathen. 


(which is another form for ’AAdatos). 
Vers. 72-74. — 38 A. V.: Afterwards turning again. 
43 even unto their own tents. 


26 the (the art. is found in X. 23. 64. 93.) host of strangers. 
29 over against hum. 


27 who having laid men in 

50 So when. 31 (Cf. ix. 40.) 32 omits 

35 (The Greek of Fritzsche’s text is "Apadwmov, as III. 23. 

36 Calphi 
Then. 

40 so they ran away. 

45 but. 


41 Now. 42 were fled. 


Cuarter XI. 


Ver. 1. The view here taken of Ptolemy dif- 
fers from that of Diodorus Siculus (cf. Miiller, 
Fragm. Hist. Grec., ii. p. xvi., No. 19) and Josephus, 
xiii. 4, § 5, according to whom, on account of his 
relationship to Alexander he came with honor- 
able intentions and sought to help him. That 
may indeed haye been his ostensible object; but 
he really intended, as it afterwards appears, to 
gain the kingdom for himself. 

Ver. 5. To the intent (he) might blame, eis 
7> Woyjou. This verb is a less usual form for 
Wéyw and means literally to make smaller, but is 
always used metaphorically, and means to lessen by 
evil report, to disparage. Codd. III. 23. 64. 74. 106. 
read Woyloau from Woyl(w. 

Ver. 7. Bleutherus. This river formed a 
boundary line between Syria and Pheenicia, It 
now bears the name of Nahr-el-Keber. Cf. xii, 20. 
Tt is a very small stream in summer, but in winter 
becomes a large and swift river. 





Ver. 8. Seleucia by the sea. So named to 
distinguish it from other cities founded by Seleu- 
cus Nicator and similarly named. It was situ- 
ated not far from the mouth of the Orontes, and 
from twelve to fifteen miles from Antioch. 

Ver. 10. For he sought to slay me. Our 
author seems to represent that this was a simple 
pretense on the part of Ptolemy. But Josephus 
(Antiq., xiii. 4, § 6) states that a favorite of Alex- 
ander, a certain Ammonius, had really attempted 
to assassinate Ptolemy. Cf. Liv., Hpit., chap. 1. 

Ver. 12. Openly known. It was a matter of 
fact, he means to say, before; at the very outset of 
his campaign, and now became openly known. 
Neither the account of our author nor that of 
Josephus, who follows in thé.main Diodorus Sic- 
ulus at this point, can be considered free from 
prejudice. The one represents Alexander in too 
favorable a light, the other, Ptolemy. Grimm thus 
characterizes the whole matter (Com., in /oc.) : 
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“No doubt he undertook the campaign spoken 
of under the guise of acting as ally of Alexander 
(1 Mace. xi. 1), but with the real intention of recov- 
ering Coele-Syria (Diodorus), and assuring to him- 
self the actual dominion of the remainder of Syria. 
(His promise to the citizens of Antioch with refer- 
ence to Demetrius, mentioned by Josephus, proves 
this.) For this purpose he required a pliant tool 
that would be vassal and ward ef the Egyptian 
crown, while holding the title of king of Syria, 
whether this were his son-in-law or Demetrius II. 
Alexander, becoming cognizant of this plan, 
brought about the attempted assassination (Jose- 
phus), upon which Ptolemaius threw off the mask 
and came to an understanding with Demetrius re- 
specting the ceding of Ceele-Syria, and played his 
réle at Antioch, of which Josephus speaks.” 

Ver. 16. Was exalted. This may mean: “He 
attained to the highest degree of power,” or “he 
ay highly esteemed.” Keil prefers the former. 

H.i.'3. 

Ver. 17. Diodorus’ account is (Miller, Fragm. 
Hist. Grec., ii., p. xvi., No. xxi.) that Alexander 
was murdered by two officers who accompanied 
him in his flight, as recompense for a pardon 
promised by Demetrius II. 

Ver. 18. Died the third day. Cf. Josephus 
(Antiq., xii. 4, § 8), Polyb. (xl., xii. 1), and Liv. 
(Epit., lii.) Josephus states that Ptolemy’s horse 
became frigh'ened during a battle, by the roar of 
an eleph:int, that he was thrown from it, severely 
wounded in the head by the enemy, and only with 
difficulty was rescued by his body-guard; and 
that after Jying unconscious for four days he be- 
came conscious on the fifth, and saw with pleasure 
the head of his enemy, which was shown him. 

Ver. 20. The garrison of Syrian soldiers in 
Jerusalem was not therefore included in the state- 
ment of the 18th verse. 

Ver. 22. *Ava(edias. Lit. having yoked up. Cf. 
1 Esdras ii. 30, viii. 61; Judith xvi. 21. The 
word is also used of an army when it breaks up 
its encampment, and Josephus has so understood 
its use here, although clearly without sufficient 
ground. 

Ver. 26. As his predecessors. 
Balas and Philometor. 


Alexander 


Ver. 27. Confirmed, éornoev. Cf. vii. 9, 29, 
x. 69. 
Ver. 28. And the three toparchies of Sama- 


ria, According to the Greek the three toparchies, 
kal thy Sapaperv. It is not easy to understand 
why Jonathan should include the hated Samaria 
in his request. In fact, while the reading above 
given is found in all the MSS., still it is plain 
that it is false, and to be corrected from x. 30 
and ver. 34 below. The privilege here asked for 
had been promised by Demetrius I., but rejected 
by the Jews. It is not possible to decide from 
the text whether the three hundred talents here 
spoken of were to be paid every year, or once for 
all. But in view of what is said in ver, 35, it is 
likely that the latter was the case. 

Ver. 29. And the king consented. Whether 
the words or the presents of Jonathan had the 
greater influence is not said. 

Ver. 31. The Lasthenes, whom Demetrius here 
calls “kinsman ” (cvyyeve?), and in the next 
yerse marip, was, according to Josephus ( Antig., 
xiii. 4, § 3), the Cretan who raised an army for 
this king, when he made his first descent upon 
the coast. The letter was directed to Lasthenes 
probably because he held some such position as 
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first minister in the kingdom, or was governor of 
Ceele-Syria. It depends, as Grimm has shown, 
upon the question whether the first title men- 
tioned is meant to be taken in the usual sense, or 
as a sort of court title. In the latter case Las- 
thenes was probably prime minister, or grand 
vizier, of the kingdom. 

Ver. 34. Aphsrema and Lydda and Ram- 
athem. The first place is thought to be Ephraim, 
where our Lord found refuge just before his eru- 
cifixion. Cf. John xi. 54. Lydda is the Lud of 
the Old Testament (1 Chron. yiii.12;~“‘Lod ”), 
and still bears the same name, lying between 
Joppa and Jerusalem. It was at one time called 
Diospolis. Ramathem is thought by some to be 
the “ Arimathea ” of Matt. xxvii. 57; Luke xxiii. 
51; John xix. 38; by others, the Rama which 
lay north of Bethel in the neighborhood of Shiloh ; 
and by still others, Ramleh, situated southwest 
from Lydda.—In place of the revenue. The 
sense is not quite clear. Something is probably 
wanting in the Greek before avr) réyv BactAuKay. 
Michaelis would supply the thought that Jona- 
than was to pay 300 talents for the privilege here 
granted. Grimm, however, would simply insert 
ra before ayrf. I have adopted the latter suppo- 
sition, rendering it, however, freely as above, sup- 
plying the verb which is found at the end of ver. 
35, and repeating it again there. A new sen- 
tence seems to begin with mao rots OvowdCovow. 
Fritzsche, on the contrary, places a full stop after 
axpodptwy, strikes out afrives before mpocerébecay 
as wanting in III. X. 44. 62. al., begins a new sen- 
tence with the latter, and joins maou tots @vatdov- 
cw with mdvra ta cvyKupodvTa avtots. Keil re- 
marks, that he is not able to get any reasonable 
sense out of the passage as thus constructed. If 
the construction above be followed, it would ap- 
pear that the Samaritans and the Greek party 
among the Jews would be excluded from the pro- 
visions here made for those worshipping at Jeru- 
salem. 

Ver. 38. Isles of the heathen. Rhodes, Cy- 
prus, and the islands of the Archipelago. 

Ver. 39. Tryphon. His real name was Dio- 
dotus. The name Tryphon (debauchee) was given 
to him later. Cf. Liv., Hpit., lii. and lv. 

Ver. 40. According to Livy (£pit., lii.), this 
son of Antiochus was at this time but two years 
old. — Remained there along season. He did 
not leave off importuning the guardian of the 
child until he gained his consent to his. own plans, 
Cf. below, ver. 54. 

Ver. 43. All my soldiers have revolted. In 
verse 38 we read that the king himself had dis- 
missed these soldiers. Still, he had done it, as it 
would seem, because he was afraid of them, hay- 
ing got their hatred through cruelty and neg- 
lect. So Livy (Epit., lii.) : “Ob crudelitatem, quam 
per tormenta in suos exercebat.” Others (Justin, 
xxxv. 1, 9) allege different reasons. 

Ver. 44. Avvarovs icxti. This expression cor- 


responds to the Hebrew bh a SD and means 


“brave men,” “heroes,” who would not hesitate 
to give their lives for any cause for which they 
fought. Cf, ii. 42, x. 19, and the LXX., at 1 
Chron. vii. 2, 7, 40. 

Ver. 47. An hundred thousand. This cannot 
be regarded as anything more than an estimate. 
The present account, moreover, is properly to be 
emended by that of Josephus, in that it seems to 
represent that the 3,000 Jews were the only sol- 
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diers fighting on the side of the king. Josephus, 
on the contrary, speaks of the king’s foreign sol- 
diers as being also engaged. (Antiq., xiii. 5, § 3.) 

Ver. 53. Oppressed him sore. According to 
Josephus, it was by threatening him with war if 
he did not pay the taxes which the Jews had been 
accustomed to pay to previous Syrian kings. 

Ver. 56. The elephants. Cf. remarks at vi. 

85. It was required of the Syrian kings, on the 
part of the Romans, that they should not use 
elephants in battle. Keil and Grimm think that 
these animals may have come into the possession 
of Demetrius from the Egyptian army after the 
death of Ptolemy Philometor. 

Ver. 57. Four provinces. Judea (so Gaab, 
Scholz, Grimm) is supposed to be meant in addi- 
tion to the three mentioned in verse 34. Micha- 
elis and Keil, however, think it must have been 
Ekron, since Judea would hardly have been 
called a vouds, and placed on a level with the others. 

Ver. 59. The ladder of Tyrus. According 
to Josephus (Bel. Jud., ii. 10, § 2) this was a high 
mountain a hundred furlongs north of Ptolemais, 
the Rds en-Nakttrah of the present day. 

Ver. 60. Forces of Syria. ‘The disaffected 
troops of Demetrius are meant. 

Ver. 61. Shut (him) out. They had espoused 
the cause of Demetrius II. and still remained 
faithful to him. Cf. x. 75. 


Ver. 63. Cades (w1/2), the Levitical city on 


the mountains of Naphtali. Cf. Josh. xii. 22. 
There is still a village here bearing this name. 











Ver. 65. Bethsura. Cf. iv. 29, vi. 50, ix. 52. 
It was the key to Judea from the side of Idu- 


mea. 
Ver. 67. Gennesar. This is the well-known 


lake of Gennesareth.—Asor, Heb. {21J. It 


was a city belonging to the tribe Naphtali, and 
lay south of Cadesh. 

Ver. 68. Army of foreigners. This refers'to 
the mercenaries in the service of Demetrius. Cf. 
iv. 12, where the word is used for Philistines. 

Ver. 71. Jonathan was high priest, and accord- 
ing to the Mosaic law was only permitted to rend 
his clothes on occasions of great national calami- 
ties. Cf. Lev. x. 6; Matt. xxvi. 65.— Harth, 7. e., 
dust, "DY. Cf. Ps. Xviil. 42. 

Ver. 72. If this statement is to be taken liter- 
ally, it could have been nothing less than a mir- 
acle which enabled Jonathan to win a victory 
against such odds. It is probable that his forces 
joined him early in the conflict. Grimm remarks 
that the present participle shows that the soldiers 
of Jonathan were in the act of flight, hence per- 
haps, did not simply participate in the pursuit of 
the enemy as the historian states in verse 73, but 
contributed also toward deciding the conflict it- 
self. 

Ver. 73. They camped. They desisted from 
further battle, apparently finding the position of 
the enemy too strong for them. 


Ver. 74. Three thousand men. 


Josephus 
says there were two thousand slain. 





CHAPTER XII. 


Anp! when Jonathan saw that the time served him, he selected *? men, and sent 
them to Rome, to® confirm and renew the mutual * friendship with® them. He 
sent letters also to the Spartans,® and ¢o other places, of the same import.’ And &® 
they went unto Rome, and entered into the senate, and said, Jonathan the high 
priest, and the nation ® of the Jews, sent us,” to the end that we should renew for 
them the mutual friendship and“ league, asin former time. And they ” gave them 
letters unto the people from place to™ place, that they should escort * them into 
the land of Judea in peace.™ And this ¢s the copy of the letter © which Jonathan 
wrote to the Spartans :” 

Jonathan, high ** priest, and the council of elders ® of the nation, and the priests, 
and the rest of the people *° of the Jews, unto the Spartans their™ brethren send 
greeting. There were letters sent already ” in times past unto Onias the high 
priest from Arius,” who reigned “ among you, to signify that you are our brethren, 
according to the inclosed copy.” And Onias gave an honorable reception to the 
man that was sent,”° and received the letters, wherein full announcement was made 

9 concerning ” the league and friendship. And we therefore,* albeit we need none 
10 of these things, since * we have the boly books ® in our hands to comfort us, have 


oon 


oN oOo a fF 


Vers. 1-8. —1A.V.: Now. 2 chose certain. 
both sides, mutually *’). 5 that they had with. 
art. is omitted by ITI. X. 62. al.). 8 So. 2 people. 
which you had with them and. 

Vers. 4-6. —12 A. V.: Upon this the Romans. 
16 letters (cf. x. 17, and Winer, p. 176). 17 Lacedemonians. 18 the (so 28. 55.) high. 
people (see Com.). *1 Lacedemonians their (rots). 

Ver. 7.—% A. V.: omits already (for ért, 64. Ald. have ézei). 23 Darius (so the MSS., but Fritzsche receives 
*Apeiov from Josephus (xii. 4, §10), and the Old Lat. Cf. ver. 20, where the corrupt form ’Ovidpys suggests the original 
form of the word). *4 reigned then. 25 as the copy here underwritten doth specify (lit., “ as the copy under- 


8 for to. 4 omits mutual (the middle voice — *‘ to renew on 
6 Lacedemonians. 7 for the same purpose (kata Ta atta. The 
10 us unto you, 11 you should renew the friendship 
13 the governors (avrovs) of every. 14 bring. 15 peaceably. 

19 the elders. 20 other 


lies **). 
Vers. 8-10.— #6 A. V.: At which time 0. entreated the ambassador . .. . honourably. 27 declaration was made of 
the. 28 Therefore we also.  % for that. 8° books of scripture. 
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undertaken * to send for the purpose of renewing, mutually, the? brotherhood and 
friendship with you,® lest we should become strangers unto you;‘ for there hath ® 
11 a long time passed since you sent unto us. We therefore at all times without 
ceasing, both at the ° feasts, and the remaining suitable’ days, do remember you 
in the sacrifices which we offer, and in our § prayers, as it is needful and fit to remem- 
12, 13 ber® brethren ; and we rejoice at your glory. But as” for ourselves, we have 
~ had many afflictions * and many ” wars on every side, and ™ the kings that are 
14 round about us have fought against us. We did not wish now to be troublesome 
15 unto you, nor to the rest ® of our allies }° and friends, in these wars; for-we have 
the help of " heaven that succoreth us, and we have been ™® delivered from our ene- 
16 mies, and our enemies have been humiliated.’ So we have selected ° Numenius the 
son of Antiochus, and Antipater the son of Jason, and sent them unto the Romans, 
17 to renew the mutual * friendship * with them, and the former league. We com- 
manded them therefore to go * also unto you, and to salute you, and to deliver you 
18 our letter ™ concerning the renewing of our brotherhood. And now ye will * do 
19 well to give us an answer thereto. And this 7s the copy of the letter” which they 
sent to Onias : 8 

20,21 Arius® king of the Spartans * to Onias, high * priest, greeting. It hath 
been * found in writing, that the Spartans ® and Jews are brethren, and that they 
22 are of the race* of Abraham. And now,® since this hath come to our knowledge, 
23 you will do well to write unto us of your prosperity. And ® we will ® write back 
also * to you, that your cattle and your * goods are ours, and ours are yours. We 

do command therefore our ambassadors to make report unto you on this wise. 
24 And* wher Jonathan heard that Demetrius’ generals had returned “ with a more 
numerous force than before ** to fight against him, he removed from Jerusalem, 
25 and went to meet * them in the land of Amathitis ;“° for he gave them no respite “ 
26 to invade * his country. He sent spies also into * their camp, and they returned,” 
and told him that they were arranging for this purpose, to fall®! upon them in the 
27 night.” But when the sun went down, Jonathan commanded his men to watch, and 
to be in arms, that all the night long they might be ready * to fight; and °° he sent 
28 forth sentinels round about the camp.*® And * when the adversaries heard that 
Jonathan and his men were ready for battle, they feared, and trembled in their 
29 hearts, and they kindled fires in their camp, and departed. But Jonathan and 
30 his men® knew 7¢ not till the morning, for they saw the fires burning. And® 
Jonathan pursued after them, and “ overtook them not, for they went™ over the 
31 river Eleutherus. And ® Jonathan turned against ® the Arabians, who are™ called 
32 Zabadeans,® and smote them, and took their spoils. And removing thence, he came 
33 to Damascus, and® passed through all the country. Simon also went forth, and 


Vers. 10-12. —1A. V.: nevertheless attempted. 2 unto you for the renewing of (rv). 3 omits with you. 
€ you altogether. Sis. 6 in our. 7 other convenient, 8 our (tats). ® reason is, and as it becometh ws 
to think upon our. 

Vers. 12-15. —1° A. V.: and we are right glad of your honour. As. 11 great troubles. 12 omits many. 
13 forsomuch as. 14 Howhbeit (Fritzsche strikes out xa‘, with III. X. 28. 44. 62. al.) we would not. 15 others. 
16 confederates. 17 have help from. 18 s0 as we are. 19 are brought under foot. 

Vers. 16-18. —% A. V.: For this cause we chose. 21 omits mutual (cf. ver. 8). 2 amity that we had. % also 
to go. %4 letters (cf. ver. 5). 25 (kai = namely.) 26 Wherefore .... shall. 

Vers. 19-21.— 27 A. V.: letters. % Oniares sent (Gv anéore:Aay ‘Ovig. Fritzsche receives the plur. of the verb from 
Til. X. 23. 62. al. The reading of the proper name, as in the A. V., seems to have arisen from running together the 
two words ’Ovig and “Apetos). 29 Areus (cf. ver. 7. and Com.). 80 Lacedemonians. 81 the high. 382 is. 
83 Lacedemonians. 34 stock. 

Vers. 22, 23. —35 A. V.: now therefore. 36 is come... . knowledge (lit., ‘‘ since we learned these things’), 
87 shall. 38 omits And. 89 do. 40 again (6). 41 omits your. 

Vers. 24-26. — 42 A. V.: Now. 43 princes were come. 44 with a greater host than afore. 45 and met. 
46 Amathis (see Co.). 47 (avoxy = a holding back, especially of hostilities, an armistice.) 48 enter (I adopt marg. 
reading). 49 unto. 50 their (III. X. 28. 44. al., the sing.) tents, who came again. 51 appointed to come (ovrws — 
text. rec., oUTw — TadcoovTat erirecety). 52 night season. 

Vers. 27-29. — 53 A. V.; Wherefore as soon as... .. was down (édv). 54 (the kat before nroiuagecda is wanting in 
Ill. X. 28. 55, 62. 74. 106. Co., and is rejected by Fritzsche). 55 also. 56 host. 57 But. 58 (Fritzsche receives 
kat avexwpnoav from 19. 62. 64. 98. Syr. and Josephus. Of. Com.) 59 Howbeit. 60 company. 61 lights (cf. 
Com.). : 

eat 80-82. 82 A. V.: Then. but. 64 were gone. 6 Wherefore. 66 to. 67 were. 8 (Fritzsche 


adopts this form of the word from X. III. 28. 64. 74. 106, Co. ; text. rec., ZaBeSaiovs. Josephus has Nofaza.ous, but it 
is clearly a mistake.) 69 and so. 
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passed through the country unto Ascalon, and the neighboring fortresses, and 1 he 
34 turned towards? Joppe, and won it. For he had heard that they would deliver the 
fortress ® unto them that took Demetrius’ part; and he placed * a garrison there to 
85 keep it. And Jonathan returned, and when he had ealled 3 the elders of the peo- 
36 ple together, he consulted with them about building strong holds in Judea, and mak- 
ing the walls of Jerusalem higher, and raising a great mount between the fortress 
and the city, to’ separate it from the city, that * it might be alone, so that they 
37 could® neither sell nor buy. And they came together to fortify the city, and 
part of the wall toward the brook on the east side fell; #2 and they repaired that 
38 which was called Chaphenatha.’® Simon also fortified Adida in the lowland,“ and 
provided it with strong gates and bars. 
39 And? Tryphon sought ” to get the kingdom of Asia, and to put on the crown; 
40 and to stretch out his hand against Antiochus the king. And }* he was cautious 
lest29 Jonathan would not suffer him, and lest * he would fight against him ; and * 
he sought a way to take him,” that Ae might kill him; 23 and 2+ he removed, and 
41 came to Bethsan. And Jonathan went out to meet him with forty thousand men 
42 chosen for the battle, and came to Bethsan. And ** when Tryphon saw that he” 
43 came with a great” force, he durst not stretch his hands against him. And he re- 
ceived him with honors, and introduced® him unto all his friends, and gave him 
gifts, and commanded his men of war to be obedient # unto him, as to himself. 
44 Unto Jonathan also he said, Why hast thou put all this people to trouble,” seeing 
45 there is no war threatening us? And now send them to their homes ; but choose 
for thyself ** a few men who shall be with ** thee, and come *° with me to Ptolemais, 
and *’ J will give it over to ® thee, and the rest of the strongholds and the rest of 
the ® forces, and all that are over the offices, and * I will return and depart; for 
46 this is the reason why I am here. And he trusting in 41 him did as he bade him, 
47 and sent away his forces, and they departed 42 into the land of Juda.“* But * with 
himself he retained three “ thousand men, of whom he sent two thousand into Gal- 
48 ilee, while *® one thousand went with him. But when“ Jonathan entered into 
Ptolemais, they of Ptolemais shut the gates, and took him, and all them that came 
49 with him they slew with the sword. And Tryphon sent a force of footmen * and 
50 horsemen into Galilee, and * the great plain, to destroy all Jonathan’s men. And *4 
when they learned that he ” and they that were with him had been ** taken and 
slain, they encouraged one another, and marched with closed ranks,** prepared to 
51 fight. And when the pursuers saw that it was to be a life and death struggle, they *° 
52 turned back.® And* they all came into the land of Juda in safety ; and * they 
pewailed Jonathan, and them that were with him, and they were sore afraid ; and *° 
58 all Israel made great lamentation. And all the heathen that were round about 


Vers. 83-36. —1 A. V.: holds there adjoining, from whence. 2 aside to. 8 hold. 4 wherefore he set. 
5 After this came J. home again, and calling. 6 tower. 7 for to. 8 that so. ® that men might. 10 buy 
tn it. 

Vers. 87, 88. —11 A. V.: Upon this. 1 puild up the city (thy méAw, omitted by IIT. 52. 62. 106.), forasmuch as 
part (marg., ‘‘ Or, according to the Roman reading, and he came near to the wall of the brook toward the east”)... . was 
fallen down (émecev, IIT. 19. 55. 64. 93. 106. Ald.; the same, with émi prefixed, 23. 52. 62.; X., latter in the plur.; teat. 
rec. HYYLoe). 18 Caphenatha (see Com.). 14 get up Adida in Sephela (see Com.). 15 made it strong with, etc. 
(dxVpwoe Ovpas). 

Vers, 39-41.—15 A. V.: Now. 17 wentabout. 18 to kill Antiochus the king, that he might set the crown upon 
his own head. Howheit. 19 afraid that (so teat. rec.; Ill. X. 23. 44. 55. al., evAaByOn). 20 that. 21 wherefore. 
22 how to take J. (so the teat. rec. I follow, with Fritzsche, III. X. 28, 44. 52. al.). 23 him (Fritzsche strikes out 
avrév with III. X. 28. 44.52. al.). 4 So. 

Vers. 41-48. —25 A, V.: Then. 26 Now. 27 Jonathan (so text. rec. I follow, with Fritzsche, III. X. 28. 44. 65. 
al.). 28 so great a. 29 hand, 30 but... . honourably, and commended. 81 as obedient. 

Vers. 44-46, — 82 A. V.: so great trouble (éxowas). 33 betwixt (évertyKdT0s). 34 Therefore send them now home 
again, and choose.  % towaiton.  % come thou. 37 for. 38 omits over to. 39 omits the rest of the (IIT. 
106., moAAds). 40 have any charge: as for me. 41 cause of my coming. So Jonathan believing. 42 his host, 
who went. 43 Judea. . 

Vers. 47-49. —44 A. V.: And. 45 but three. 46 and (Sé). 47 Now as soon as. 48 Then sent T. a host of 
footmen. 49 And into (III. 52. have cis). 5° company. 

Vers. 50, 51.—% A. V.: But. 52 knew that Jonathan (I strike out J. with III. X. 28.55. 62. 71. 74. 106. 184. Co.). 
53 were. 54 went close together. 55 They therefore that followed upon them, perceiving that they were ready to 
fight for their lives (lit., that it was to them concerning their lives, i. e., that the Jews looked upon it as a matter of 
fighting to the end), 56 back again. 

Vers. 52, 58.—° A. V.. Whereupon. 58 Judea peaceably, and there. 59 wherefore. 60 Then. 
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them sought to destroy them; for said they, They have no ruler, nor helper ;* 
now therefore let us make war upon them, and take away their memorial from 


amongst men. 


Ver. 58.—1 A. V.: captain, nor any to help them (see Com.). 


CHAPTER XII. 


Ver. 6. The council of elders. What the 
nature and exact authority of the Jewish senate 
was at this time is not known. In 2 Mace. (iv. 
44, xi. 27) it is represented as existing under the 
same name in the time of Antiochus IV. and 
Antiochus V.— People, Sjuos. It seems to be 
used in the sense of the Latin populus, as opposed 
to plebs, i. e., the privileged order of citizens, the 
Jews being thereby characterized in this public 
document, as a free and independent people. 

Ver. 7. Arius. There were two Spartan 
kings by the name of Arius (or Areus), and three 
Jewish high priests, called Onias. But as only 
Arius I., who reigned from B. c. 309-265 and 
Onias I., who was high priest at the time of Alex- 
ander the Great (Jos., Antig., xi. 8, § 7), were con- 
temporaneous, most critics fix upon them as the 
persons referred to in the present passage. — 
Copy inclosed, 7. e., what follows, verses 19-23. 


Ver. 8. Josephus names this ambassador, De- 
moteles. 
Ver. 9. Holy books. The value of these 


books had been increased, in their estimation, by 
the very persecution which had been directed 
against them. Cf. i. 56, 57 ; ili. 48. 

Ver. 10. Have undertaken. The reference, 
according to Michaelis, is to the uncertainty of the 
success of their undertaking on account of the 
great distance. Grimm, however, supposes that 
they mean that they have done this notwithstand- 
ing that the fact just mentioned — their reliance on 
the God of the Bible — might be urged as a reason 
against it. While Keil, with more apparent reason, 
holds that it is simply a fine turn given to the mo- 
tive of their action in order that it might not ap- 
pear as though they were too anxious to secure 
this alliance. They may, in fact, have been influ- 
enced by both of the latter reasons. 

Ver. 11. On the remaining suitable days, 
i.¢., on the sabbaths and new moons. Cf. vii. 
33. 

Ver. 12. Adt. Grimm would translate either 
by fame, or make the word analogous to the He- 
brew “J122, 7. ¢., to be great in wealth, or num- 
bers. But it seems better, with Keil, to give the 
word its more usual sense as above. 

Ver. 16. Numenius.... and Antipater. 
These persons were probably selected, among 
other reasons, because of their acquaintance with 
the Greek language. They have, moreover, as 
will be observed, Greek names, although these 
may be simply translations of their real Hebrew 
names. Nothing further is known of them. 

Ver. 21. What particular document is referred 
to is not known. 

Ver. 23. Do write (A. V.), rather will write, 
the present being used to indicate an unchange- 
able resolution to write again. The present letter 
is not a reply to Jonathan’s. which precedes. See 
verse 7. Cf. Winer, p. 265, who says that the 
present is used only in appearance for the future, 
“when an action still future is to be designated 
as good as already present, either because it is 
already resolved upon, or because it follows ac- 








cording to some unalterable law.” — That your 
cattle and your goods are ours, 7. e., we will 
stand by and support one another as well in peace 
as in war.— To make report unto you. A 
fuller, oral report seems to be meant. Josephus 
(Antig., xii. 4, § 10) has misplaced this letter of 
the Spartan king, giving it, with some apparent 
additions of his own, in connection with a report 
concerning the high priest Onias, On the entire 
section, verses 5-23, there are several points that 
seem to require further inquiry. (1.) Were the 
Spartans and Jews really of the same lineage? It 
has never been proved (cf. Winer, Realwérterb., un- 
der “ Sparta”), Hitzig (Geschichte, p. 347) conjec- 
tures that some other Sparta is meant. Michaelis 
holds that there was a failure in translation and 
that for “Spartaner” we should read ‘ Sephara- 
dener,” ef. Anmerk. zum ersten Buch d. Macc., p. 
264 ff. In 2 Mace. (v. 9), however, the name of the 
people is given as “ Lacedemonians.” Ewald would 
explain the origin of the belief in this relationship 
on the supposition that in Peleg, son of Eber, 
an ancestor of Abraham (Gen. x. 25; xi. 16), was 
found the ancestor of the Pelasgians, while the 
Spartans were regarded as Pelasgians. It has 
been well objected, however, to this supposition 
(Keil), that even if the above points concerning 
the relationship of the Spartans to the Pelasgians 
and of the latter to Peleg were granted, the for- 
mer would still not have been é« yévous ’ABpadp. 
Moreover, it is remarked that the Spartans had 
made this discovery in some document. The 
most that can be said then on this point is that 
the belief in a relationship between the Jews and 
Spartans seems to have prevailed at the time our 
book was written. But (2.) did such an alliance, 
offensive and defensive, actually exist between the 
Jews and Spartans? It is scarcely to be doubted. 
Whether they were really of the same descent or 
not, does not seriously affect the question. Be- 
sides there is no apparent reason for such an alli- 
ance being feigned if it did not actually exist, but 
quite the contrary. And as Grimm remarks : 
“There is nothing against the making of such a 
treaty in the fact that already in the year B. ©, 
146 the independence of Greece was destroyed by 
Rome. Since, according to Strabo (viii. p. 365), 
Sparta also, after this catastrophe, rejoiced in a 
quite independent position and was simply obliged 
to lend assistance to Rome, among which, indeed, 
that rendered the Jews may have belonzed.” If 
now (3.) such an alliance between the Spartans 
and Jews did exist there must have been doc- 
uments like the one given in our book which 
passed between them; but it does not follow, 
therefore, that the present ones are genuine. 
Grimm argues against their genuineness on the 
following grounds: The letter of Arius contains 
no traces of Doricisms, or diplomatic formulas, 
and is signed only by himself instead of by himself 
in connection with his royal colleagues and the 
Ephors; while that of Jonathan is unnecessary. 
For the present he needed no help (ver. 15), and 
he does not ask for it for the future. Much less 
could the letter be an indirect appeal for assistance, 


536 THE APOCRYPHA. 


iia ee ee ee eee: See ee ae eee ee ee ee 


or a mere diplomatic compliment. Consequently, 
it must be an independent effort of the writer of 
the book, or of his authority, to restore the orig- 
inal documents which had been lost. Keil replies 
to the objections against the genuineness of the 
letter of Arius that they are only sufficient to 
nee that the document as here preserved is not 
iterally correct. While respecting that of Jona- 
than he says: “If Jonathan would by his letter 
simply renew the existing friendship with the 
Spartans, without expecting aid from them for 
the present, with a view of being able to claim 
their assistance in cases that might arise in the 
future, then the letter both in form and contents 
corresponds to this aim.” 

Ver. 24. The narrative of the further conflicts 
of Jonathan and Simon, broken off at xi. 67, 74, 
is here again taken up. 

Ver. 25, Amathitis. This is the Greek name 
for the Syrian “ Hamath.” A city of this name 
(Hamah) on the Orontes, at the base of Lebanon, 
to the north, still exists. Other forms of the 
word in the LXX. are Aiud@ (Numb. xxiii. 21 ; 
xxxiv. 8, etc.), “Hudé (2 Sam. viii. 9, etc.), and 
7Eudé (Josh. xiii. 5; 2 Kings xxiii. 33). 

Ver. 28. They built fires in their camp, to 
make it appear as though they were still there. 
The addition of kal dvexdpnoav, which we have 
adopted with Fritzsche and others from some cur- 
sive MSS., seems indispensable to the sense of the 
passage. Otherwise what was it that Jonathan 
and his troops knew not until morning ? 

Ver. 29. The words ra o@Ta are used for 
watch-fires in camp also by Xenophon. Cyrop, 
vii. 5, 10. Cf. also Mark xiv. 54; Luke xxii. 
56. 

Ver. 30. Eleutherus. Cf.xi. 7. Jonathan did 
not wish to pursue the enemy into Syria itself, 
and hence did not cross the river which was its 
boundary. 

Ver. 31. Zabadeeans. The name seems to be 
preserved in Zebedany, a city and district north- 
east of Damascus, on the way to Baalbee. On the 
general subject of the “ Arabs in Palestine,” see 
Quarterly Statement of the Palestine Exploration 
Fund, for October, 1875. 

Ver. 33. Ascalon. Cf. x. 86 and Riehm’s 
Handwérterbuch, s. v. —Won, mpoxareAdBero. The 
idea of taking it by a sudden, unexpected onset, is 
Gee to be indicated by the preposition prefixed, 

aevieush 

Ver. 36. Neither sell nor buy. Apparently a 
proverbial expression for carrying on any kind of 
intercourse. Some, however (Gaab), think it re- 
fers to the selling, by the soldiers of the garrison 
to ne citizens, that which they had obtained as 
spoil, 











Ver. 37.. Toward the brook. It is the brook 
Cedron. The wall spoken of fell either at an 
earlier period, or at the present time, while men 
were building it, or building upon it. — Chaphe- 
natha. Apparently the name given to that part 
of the wall which had fallen down. According 
to Lightfoot the word is derived from Caphnioth, 
the Talmudic expression for unripe figs. Gaab, 
on the other hand, makes it mean something like 
fovea, and thinks that it was so called from the 
fact that the Cedron had made the ground at 
that point marshy and so caused the destruction 
of the wall. 

Ver. 38. Adida. It is generally identified 
with the Hadid of Ez. ii. 33, Neh. vii. 37, a place 
situated near Lydda and the present Chaditheh. 
Vespasian erected at this point a fortified camp in 
order to control the road to Jerusalem from the 
west.—’Ev Th Sephag. The lowlands stretching 
between the mountains of Judea and the Mediter- 
ranean are meant. The northern portion of it 
was known as Sharon. In other parts of the 
Bible this word has been translated by “the vale,” 
“the valley,” “the plain,” thus taking from it its 
peculiar character as a proper noun. 

Ver. 40. A way, mépov = means and oppor- 
tunity. 


Ver.41. Bethsan. Cf.v.52. It isthe present 


Beisin on the road from Damascus to Egypt, a 
short distance from the Jordan. 

Ver. 45. Choose for thyself, émlacta: 5¢ ce- 
avrg. ‘Lhe reflexive force of the middle voice is 
often so slight that a reflexive pronoun is not in- 
frequently used, especially in case of an antith- 
esis, to emphasize it. Cf. Kiihner, p. 235. — 
Ptolemais. This city would be of particular 
value to the people of Galilee on account of its 
opening to them a way to the sea. Demetrius I., 
moreover, had given the Jews (x. 39) the promise 
of it. — The rest of the strongholds and the 
rest of the forces. By the remaining strong- 
holds, probably those of the seacoast are meant, 
stretching from Ptolemais to Joppa. The troops 
referred to seem to be those stationed in the 
country in addition to those found in the various 
citadels. 

Ver. 48. How far so-called criticism some- 
times avails itself of the baldest conjecture, is 
seen in the fact that Hitzig imputes the composi- 
tion of the 119th Psalm to Jonathan during his 
imprisonment. 

Ver. 49. Jonathan’s men. The two thousand 
men spoken of in v. 47 are meant. 

Ver. 53. Nor helper. They were not able, 
as previously, to make use of the differences ex- 
isting between the rival kings of Syria to their 
own advantage. They must stand alone. 


CuapTer XIII. 


1 Awp?* when Simon heard that Tryphon had gathered together a great army? to 
2 invade the land of Juda,® and destroy it, and saw that the people were 4 trembling 
and affrighted,’ he went up to Jerusalem, and gathered the people together, and 
3 gave them exhortation, and said to them,’ Ye yourselves know what? I, and my 
brethren, and my father’s house, have done for the laws and the sanctuary, the bat- 


Vers. 1,2.—1A V.: Now. 2 host. 
tupofos, from III. X. 28. 62. al.). 6 saying. 
Ver. 8.—7 A. V.; what great things (dca). 


3 Judea. 


4 was in great. 5 fear (Fritzsche adopts éxhoBos, for 


es 
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4 tles also and troubles which we have seen,’ by reason whereof all my brethren per- 
5 ished ? for Israel’s sake, and I am left alone. And now® be it far from me, that 
ZI should spare my* life in any time of affliction;® for 1am no better than my 
6 brethren. But® I will avenge my nation, and the sanctuary, and our wives and’? 
children ; for all the heathen are gathered to destroy us on account of enmity.® 
7, 8 And® as soon as the people heard these words, the’r spirit revived, and they 
answered with a loud voice, saying, Thou art ° our leader instead of Judas and 
9 Jonathan thy brother. Fight thou our battles,“ and whatsoever thou commandest 
10 us, that will we do. And” he gathered together all the men of war, and made 
11 haste to finish the walls of Jerusalem, and he fortified it round about. And?) he 
sent Jonathan the son of Absalom, and with him a sufficient force,” to Joppe ; and 
he cast 1 out them that were therein, and” remained there in it. 
12  And* Tryphon removed from Ptolemais with a great army ” to invade the land 
13 of Juda,” and Jonathan was with him in ward. But Simon pitched his tents at 
14 Adida, over against the plain. And* when Tryphon learned ” that Simon had 
risen up instead of his brother Jonathan, and was on the point ™ to join battle with 
15 him, he sent messengers unto him, saying, We * have Jonathan thy brother in hold 
because of money that he owed™ unto the king’s treasury, on account of offices 
16 which he held. And*§ now send an hundred talents of silver, and two of his sons 
for hostages, that being set * at liberty he may not revolt from us, and we will let 
17 him go. And ® Simon, albeit he perceived that they spake deceitfully unto him, 
yet sent he the money and the children, lest peradventure he should procure to him- 
18 self great hatred from *' the people ; who might have said,” Because I sent him not 
19 the money and the children, Jonathan perished. And ™ he sent them the children 
and the hundred talents ; and ** Z'ryphon dissembled,® and did not® let Jonathan 
20 go. And after this came Tryphon to invade the land, and destroy it ; and he went” 
round about by the way that /eadeth unto Adora; and* Simon and his force ® 
marched side by side, over’ against him in every place, wheresoever he went. 
21 But “! they that were in the fortress * sent messengers unto Tryphon, to the end 
that he should hasten his coming unto them by the wilderness, and send them pro- 
22 visions.“ And * Tryphon made ready all his horsemen to come ; and that night 
there was “ a very great snow, and** by reason of the snow he“ came not. And* 
23 he departed, and came into Galaad. But 49 when he came near to Bascama, he 
24 slew Jonathan, and he™® was buried there. And Tryphon turned about and de- 
parted*® into his own land. 
25 And Simon sent,®” and took the bones of Jonathan his brother, and buried him ** 
26 in Modein, the city of his fathers. And all Israel made great lamentation for him, 
27 and bewailed him many days. And Simon * built a monument upon the sepulchre 
of his father and his brethren, and raised it aloft to the view,” with hewn stone be- 
28 hind and before. And * he set upon it” seven pyramids, one over® against an- 
29 other, for Ais father, and fis mother, and his four brethren. And on® these he en- 
graved artistic ® devices, and placed about them % oreat pillars, and upon the pillars 
he engraved weapons of all sorts for an eternal memorial, and along side of the 


Vers. 3-5.—1 Or experienced, cidovev. 2 A. V.: areslain. *% Now therefore. * mine own. 5 trouble. 

Vers. 6-11. —® A. V.: Doubtless (7Ajv). 7 our wives, and our. 8 of very malice. 9 Now. 10 shalt be 
(el, which 71. omits). 11 (w6Acuov.) 4 So then. 18 Also. 14 (III. X. 28, 44. al., “Awaddpov, which is adopted 
by Fritzsche; text. rec., as at xi. 70.) 15 great power. 16 who casting. 17 omits and. 

Vers. 12-16. —18 A. V.: So. 19 power. 20 Judea. 21 Now. 22 knew. 23 was. 24 meant. 
25 Whereas we. 26 it is for. 27 is owing. 28 treasure (see Com.), concerning the business that was committed 
unto him. Wherefore. 29 when he is. 

Vers. 17-19. — 30 A. V.: Hereupon. 31 of. 82 (Adyovtes, as III. X. 23. 44. al. ; text. rec., the sing.) 58 there- 
fore is Jonathan dead (kat améAeto). So. 4 howbeit. 85 (Hither had lied, or denied it, namely, that he had made 
such a promise.) 36 neither would he. 

Vers. 20, 21. —37 A. V.: going. 38 but. 39 host. 40 omits side by side, over (cf. Com.). 41 Now. 
42 tower. 43 victuals. 

Vers. 22-24.—*4 A. V.: Wherefore. 45 come that night: but (I read «at before ev rH vuxti, with III. X. 28. 44. al., 
instead of after it, with the text. rec.) there fell. 46 omitsand. 47 whereof he. 48 So. 49 the country of @. 
And. 50 who. 51. Afterward T. returned and went. : 

Vers. 25-28. —52.A. V.: Then sent 8. 53 them (so text. rec. I read abrov, with III. X. 23. 44. al.). oA Simon 
also. 55 sight. 56 Moreover. 57 up (III. X. 19. 23. 55. 62. 64. al. Syr. Old Lat. omit én’ aird). 58 omits 
over. 


Ver. 29.—5 A. V.: in. 60 made (I render érotnce freely) cunning. 61 about the which he set. 
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30 weapons ships in carving,’ that they might be seen by? all that sail the® sea. This 
31 sepulchre * which he made at Modein, standeth® unto this day. But® Tryphon 
32 dealt deceitfully.? with the young king Antiochus, and slew him. And he reigned 

in his stead, and put on the crown ® of Asia, and brought a great calamity upon the 


33 land. And® Simon built2® the strongholds of * Judea, and walled them ” about 


, 


with high towers, and great walls, and gates, and bars, and laid up provisions in the 
34 strongholds.% And™ Simon selected 15 men, and sent to the * king Demetrius, to 
the end he should give the land an immunity, because all that Tryphon did was to 
35 spoil.’ And the king Demetrius sent to him according to these words, and an- 
swered him, and wrote to him such a letter as followeth : 
36 King Demetrius unto Simon high * priest, and friend of kings, and” unto the 
37 elders and nation of the Jews, sendeth greeting. The golden crown, and the palm 
branch,” which ye sent,” we have received; and we are ready to make a full 
38 peace with you, and ™ to write unto our officials, to grant you immunities.” And 
whatsoever covenants 2° we have made with you shall stand; and the strongholds, 
39 which ye have builded, shall be yours.” Oversights on the other hand, and the 
faults 28 committed unto this day, we pass over,” also the crown tax, which ye 
owe;*! and if there were any other tribute paid in Jerusalem, it need” no more 
40 be paid. And if there be any among you suitable to be enrolled in our body 
41 guard,* let them be enrolled, and let there be peace betwixt us. The 8 yoke of 
42 the heathen was taken away from Israel in the hundred and seventieth year, and 
the people of Israel ” began to write in their documents 38 and contracts, In the first 
year of Simon, high priest, and general,” and leader of the Jews. 
43° In those days he “ camped against Gazara," and besieged it round about ; 2 he 
made also an engine for sieges,“* and brought it up to “ the city, and battered a 
44 certain tower, and took 7¢. And they that were in the engine leaped into the city ; 
45 and there arose a great commotion in the city. And they of the city * climbed upon 
the wall with “* wives and children, their clothes being rent,“ and they * cried with a 
46 loud voice, beseeching Simon to grant them peace. And they said, Deal not with 
47 us according to our wickedness, but according to thy mercy. And“ Simon was 
appeased towards them, and fought no more against ® them ; and he 51 put them out 
of the city, and cleansed the houses wherein the idols were, and so entered into it 
48 with songs and thanksgivings. And he put every” uncleanness out of it, and col- 
onized ® such men there * as would keep the law, and made it stronger than it was 
before; and he © built therein a dwelling place for himself. 
49 They also of the fortress °° in Jerusalem were hindered from going into the coun- 
try, back and forth, as well as from buying and selling; and they were in great 
distress for want of provisions,®® and a great number of them perished through fam- 


Vers. 29, 830.—! A. V.: made all their armour for a perpetual memory, and by the armour ships carved. 2 of, 
8 on the. 4 is the sepulchre. 5 and it standeth yet. : 
Vers. 31, 82.—® A. V.: Now. 7 (Luther, Michaelis, De Wette, and others render “ took A. deceitfully around 


with him,”? but the words mean rather to walk, i. e., deal, decettfully, as rendered in the A. V. Cf. Prov. xxviii. 26, 
mopeverOar copia). 8 crowned himself king. 

Vers, 88, 84. —9 A. V.: Then. 10 built wp (see Com.). 11 in. 12 fenced them. 18 victuals therein. 
14 Moreover. 15 chose. 16 omits the. 17 Marg., “' Gr., all Tryphon’s doings were robberies.” 

Vers. 35-37. —18 A. V.: Unto whom king D. answered and wrote after this manner (64. 93. omit avr@ after améoretAev. 
Cod. 98. omits air after éypawev, and 106. omits both with the preceding kat). 19 the high. 20 as also. 
21 scarlet robe (teat. rec., Tyv.Batvyv. See Com.). 22 sent unto us. 23 stedfast (uweyadnv). 24 yea, and. 
25 officers, to confirm the immunities (agrévar . . . . adeuara. Cf. x. 28) which we have granted (too much is assumed 
in saying this). 

Vers. 38-40. —26 A. V.: covenants (contained in the verb éorjxaper). 27 your own. 28 As for any oversight or 
fault. 29 forgive it. 80 and the crown taz also. 31 owe ws. 82 shall. 88 (The verb is reAwvetv, to take toll, 
and here, as just before, is used in the sense of taxing, or collecting taxes.) 84 look who are meet... . to bein our 
court (cis rods wept Huds. The preceding word ypadjvae is a military term, and so used by Xen., Cyrop., iv. 8. 21). 

Vers. 41, 42.—35.A.V.: Thusthe. 6 Then. 87 (X, 23. 44. 64.93. omit.) 58 their instruments. _*° the high 
priest, the governor. . 

Vers. 48, 44, 40 A. V.: Simon (Fritzsche strikes out with IIT. X. 23. 44. 55. al.). 41 Gaza (cf. Com.). 42 (Lit, 
enclosed it with camps.) 48 engine (éAémoAuw, X. 44. 55. 62. al. ; text. rec., éderddcts) of war. ‘4 setitby. 4 Hee 
upon there was a great uproar in the city : insomuch as the people of the city rent their clothes, and. 46 walls with 
their. 47 omits their clothes being rent. 48 omits they. ‘ 

Vers. 47, 48. — 49 A. V.: So. 60 (i. e., did not treat them as the rights of war permitted.) 51 but. 52 Yea, he 
putall. 8 placed (karg#kuev). 4 (IIT. X. 28. 55. 62. 106., év adr.) 5 omits he. 

Ver. 49. — 58 A, V.: tower. 57 kept so strait, that they could neither come forth, nor go into the country nor 
buy, nor sell: wherefore. 58 victuals (lit., hungered exceedingly). 


—— 


1 MACCABEES. 


589 
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50 ine. And they cried? to Simon, to make peace? with them; and he granted it 
to ? them; and when he had put them out from thence, he cleansed the fortress 5 


51 from its® pollutions. 


And he® entered into it the three and twentieth day of the 


second month, in the hundred seventy and first’ year, with praise, and palm 


branches,® and with harps, 


52 and with® songs ; 


and with * cymbals, and with viols, and with ® hymns, 
because there was destroyed a great enemy out of Israel. 
ordained also that that day should be kept every year with gladness. 
hill of the temple that was by the fortress 


He 
And” the 
11 he made stronger than it was, and 


53 there he dwelt himself with his household.” And when Simon saw that John his 
son was a valiant man,® he made him leader of all the forces ; and he** dwelt in 
Gazara. 

Vers. 50, 51.—1 A. V.: Then cried they. 2 beseeching him tobe atone. § which thing he granted. 4 tower. 

5 omits its (the art.). 6 omits he. 7 one. 8 thanksgiving, and branches of palm trees (cf. ver. 37). 9 omits 

with (év. See Cov.). : 

Vers. 52, 53. — 10 A V.: Moreover. 11 tower. 12 company (here not as at xi. 72. Of. Mark iii. 21). 18 (Cf. v. 

63.) 14 omits he. A 


Cuarter XIII. 


Ver. 4. All my brethren. It seems to have 
been generally believed that Jonathan had been 
already put to death. 


Ver. 8. Simon appears also, at the same time, 
to have been chosen high priest. Cf. xiii. 36; 
xiv. 35, 36. 


Ver. 10. Made haste to finish. Taxdvew fol- 
lowed by the infinitive in the genitive case is 
found a number of times in the LXX.: Gen. xviii. 
7; xli. 32; Ex. ii. 18; 2 Sam. xv..14. 

Ver. ll. Absalom. Cf. xi. 70.— Since Joppe 
was already garrisoned by Jewish troops (xii. 33), 
the hostile people of the city must be here referred 
to. 

Ver.13. Adida. Cf. xii. 38. 

Ver. 15. Td BaciAiwdy = pecunia ad regem per- 
tinens, Wahl’s Clavis, s. v. — Offices, xpelas. His 
official position as high priest and vassal prince 


are meant. Tryphon makes this statement sim- 
ply as a pretext. It had no foundation in fact. 
Ci. v. 17. 


Ver. 20. Adora. It was situated in Judza to 
the south. The name is shortened by Josephus 
(Antiq., xiv. 5, § 3) and the MSS. into Dora. It 
is the present Dura, one of the largest villages in 
the district of Hebron. 

Ver. 20. Simon managed to keep his troops in 
such a position in the mountains while Tryphon 
was marching around them, as continually to con- 
front the latter, being himself, by virtue of his 
surroundings, safe from attack. 

Ver. 21. By the wilderness, /. ¢., the wilder- 
ness of Juda. —Send them provisions. They 
were beginning to experience the ill effects of the 
wall which Jonathan had caused to be built be- 
tween the city and the fortress. Cf. xii. 36. 

Ver. 22. A very great snow. Snow falls 
often in the mountainous parts of Palestine to 
the depth of a foot or more, but remains only a 
short time. — Into Galaad, 7. e., he marched 
around the south point of the Dead Sea. 

Ver. 23. Bascama. This place has not been 
identified. From the circumstances of the case 
it could not well be Bozkath, in Judah, as Grotius 

and some others have supposed. Josephus (An- 
tig., xiii. 6, § 6) names it Basca. 

Ver. 24. Into his land, i.e., Syria. 

Ver. 27. Hewn stone, Aléw tearg. Dative of 
material. Cf. Kiihner, p. 418. The expression 

-also occurs in Homer, i vi. 248. See also, 1 
Esd. vi 9. — Behind and before. This refers 





not to the hewing of the stones, but to the monu- 
ment which was provided on two sides with such 
stones, while the other two may have been built 
of stones in a rough state. 

Ver. 28. Seven pyramids. 
there was one for himself. 

Ver. 29. Ships in carving. A probable rea- 
son for this was the possession on the part of the 
Jews —and secured to them through the heroic 
efforts of this family — of the important sea port 
town of Joppe. Cf. x. 76 ; xii. 33; xiv. 5. 

Ver. 30, (Standeth) unto this day. Husebius 
in his Onomasticon says: “ Modeim . . . . unde fu- 
erunt Maccabei, quorum hodieque ibidem sepulchra 
monstrantur-’ According to Fritzsche.(in Schen- 
kel’s Bib. Lex., s. v.), the true situation of this 
place has been recently discovered in El-Mediyeh, 
two hours and a half east of Lydda. Cf. also, 
Palestine Exploration Fund for 1873, p. 93. Stan- 
ley (The Jewish Church, iii. 361) says of this tomb: 
“A monument at once so Jewish in idea, so Gen- 
tile in execution, was worthy of the combination 
of patriotic fervor and philosophic enlargement of 
soul which raised the Maccabean heroes so high 
above their age.” 

Ver. 31. But Tryphon. The fact here stated 
is thus given by Livy (Zpit., lv.): “ Alexandri 
filius, rex Syrie, decem annos admodum habens, a 
Diodoto, qui Tryphon cognominabatur, tutore suo, 
per fraudem occisus est ; corruptis medicis, qui ewm 
calculi dolore consumi ad populum mentiti, dum 
secant, occiderunt.” Cf. Joseph. (Antig., xiii. 7, §1) 
and Diod. Sic. in Miiller’s H’ragm. Hist. Greec., ii. 
p- xix. n. 20. 

Ver. 33. Built, dxoddunce. This Greek word 
means sometimes to build and sometimes simply 
to repair. Since éxupduara has the article, it is 
evident that it is to be taken in the latter sense 
here. 

Ver. 36. Friend of kings. The plural has 
given some difficulty to critics. According to Mi- 
chaelis it means that Simon should be regarded 
not only as friend of Demetrius, but also of his 
successors. Winer (Realwirterbuch, i. 266, note) 
thinks the plural arose from a misunderstanding 
of the original Aramaic word sodn, which might 
be either singular or plural. — Elders = members 
of the principal governing body among the Jews. 
Cf. i. 26; xii. 6; 2 Mace. i. 10; iv. 44; M1 Dae 

Ver. 37. Palm branch, ry Baiv. Some. 
(Trommius, Ewald) would supply éo@q7a with 


Consequently 
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Battyny (of the text. rec.), and understand that a robe 
embroidered with palm branches is meant, some- 
thing after the manner of the Roman palmata (cf. 
1 Kings x. 25.) Wahl (Clavis, s. v.) and others, 
in harmony with 2 Mace. xiv. 4, would supply 
pdBdov, supposing that a staff in the form of a 
Lom branch is referred to. Keil, following 

rimm, inclines to accept the reading Baty (as 
III. 52. 62. on the ground that the ending ny may 
have easily become attached, that being the fol- 
lowing word, while the adjective Buiyds only occurs 
in one other place (Sym. in Gen. xl. 16), and that 
in a sense that is not clear. The Old Lat. favors 
this view, having Bahem. The word could not be 
Balrny, mantle (Drusius, Michaelis), as that means 
a shepherd’s, or peasant’s, coat of skins. 

Ver. 39. Crown tax. See at x. 29. 

Ver. 41. Im the hundred and seventieth 
year, 7. ¢., B. c. 143-142. After this period the 
high priest managed the affairs of the Jewish 
people with the title “ Ethnarch,” but still as re- 
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Demetrius Poliorcetes. Cf. Diod. Sic., xx. 48, 
and Liddell and Scott’s Lez., s. v. 

Ver. 48. Every uncleanness. Everything that 
pertained to idol worship. 

Ver. 49. The garrison had been cut off from 
intercourse with the city by the wall which Jona- 
than had had built. Cf. xii. 36. 

Ver. 51. In the year B. c. 142, Simon took 
possession of the fortress. — And with (év) harps. 
The proposition is repeated before each of the 
musical instruments named, thus giving to each a 
separate significance and importance. Cf. Winer, 
p-419. The Syriac has the following clause in 
addition: ‘“‘ Ht quievissent alienigene a belligerando 
cum Israele,”’ which Grimm thinks it must have 
found in its Greek copy, since some of the codices 
(64. 93.) have something similar. 

Ver. 52. This festival seems not to have been 
kept up for more than a brief period. Josephus 
does not mention it. — And there. It is not 
clear whether the hill on which the temple was 


situated was meant, or that which had the for- 
tress. Grimm decides, with Scholz and Grotius, 
for the former, Keil for the latter. 

Ver. 53. This John was afterwards known 
under the title, John Hyrcanus. Simon had two 
other sons, Judas and Mattathias, who were treach- 
erously killed with their father, by the son-in-law 
of the latter, one Ptolemy. ‘ 


sponsible to the Syrian king. 

Ver. 43. Gazara, This reading, which Fritz- 
sche, with Prideaux, Wernsdorf, Stark, Ewald, 
Hitzig, Grimm, Keil, and others adopt, is sup- 
ported by Josephus (Antiq., xiii. 6, § 7; Bell. Jud., 
i, 2, § 2) and other passages in the present book, 
as: xiv. 7; xv. 28; xvi. 1. — An engine for sieges. 
éA€roAw, t. €., “city-destroying.” It was an 
enormous machine, used in sieges and invented by 





CHAPTER XIV. 


— 


Anp ‘in the hundred threescore and twelfth year the? king Demetrius gathered 
his forces together, and went into Media, to get him help to fight against Tryphon. 
And ® when Arsaces, the king of Persia and Media, heard that Demetrius had come 
into * his borders, he sent one of his chief officers® to take him alive. And he® 
went and smote the army” of Demetrius, and took him, and brought him to Arsaces, 
and he put him ® in ward. 

And * the land of Juda had ” quiet all the days of Simon; and™ he sought the 
good of his nation, and ” his authority and his * honor pleased them always. And 
along with all his other honor” he took Joppe for a haven, and made a place of 
entry for the isles ** of the sea. And he” enlarged the bounds of his nation, and 
recovered ** the country. And he gathered together a great number of captives, 
and had the dominion of Gazara, and Bethsura, and the fortress ; and he removed 
the uncleannesses from it, and there was none™ that resisted him. And they 
tilled * their ground in peace, and the earth gave her products,” and the trees of 
the fields * their fruit. Elders sat on the streets ; all communed * together of good 
things ; *° and the young men put on honors and” warlike apparel. He furnished 
provisions ” for the cities, and equipped them with means for defense,2° so that ® 
his honorable name was renowned unto the end of the earth.° He made peace in 
the land, and Israel rejoiced with great joy. And*! every man sat under his vine 


oo bo 


co bo or) oe 


9 
10 
i 
12 


13 and his fig tree, and there was none to make them afraid. And no one was left in 
Vers. 1-8.—1A.V.: Now. 2 omits the. 8 But. 4 was entered within. 5 princes. 6 who. 7 host. 
8 by whom he was put. . 
Vers. 4-6.— 9 A. V.: As for. 10 Judea (it is omitted by IIT. 44. 62. 64. al. Co. Ald.), that was. 1 for, in 


such wise, as that evermore. 13 omits his. 14 well (71. omits macas tas Huépas). 15 as he was honourable in all 
his acts, so in this, that, 16 an entrance to the isles (19. 64. 98. Syr., rats vavoi, and Michaelis and Grimm would 
oe ata eke MW omitshe, 18 éxpdryce, better, perhaps, held, kept. 
Jers. 7, 8. — . V.: omits he, 20 tower, out of the which he took nei 

21 Then did they till. 22 increase. %3 field (it, plains). SS a ba 

Vers. 9-12,—24 A. V.: The ancient men sat all in the streets, communing. 25 (Or perhaps, of the common weal. 
Wahl, de salute publica.) 26 glorious (Sdéas) and (or even). 27 provided victuals. 28 set in them all manner of 
munition. #9 (ews orov for éws tovTou dTov = éws TovTOV ware, to the degree that). % world, 31 for. 
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the land to fight? against them; and? the kings® were overthrown in those days. 
14 And‘ he strengthened all those of his people that were brought low ;° the law ‘he 
searched out;° and every contemner of the law and wicked person he took away. 
15 He glorified ® the sanctuary, and multiplied the vessels of the sanctuary.” 
16 And® when it was heard at Rome, and as far as Sparta, that Jonathan was dead, 
17 they were very sorry. But when® they heard that his brother Simon had become 
18 high priest in his stead, and ruled the country, and the cities therein, they wrote 
unto him on” tables of brass, to renew mutually with him” the friendship and 
19 league which they had made with Judas and Jonathan his brethren. And they “ 
20 were read before the congregation at Jerusalem. And this is the copy of the letter 
that the Spartans sent : 
The rulers of the Spartans, and” the city, unto Simon high” priest, and the 
elders, and the” priests, and the ™ residue of the people of the Jews our brethren, 
21 send greeting. The ambassadors that were sent unto our people informed * us of 
22 your glory and honor; and” we were glad of their coming. And we recorded * 
the things that they spake, in the records # of the people,” in this manner : Numenius 
son of Antiochus, and Antipater son of Jason, the Jews’ ambassadors, came unto us 
23 to renew * the friendship with * us. And it pleased the people to receive the men 
with honors,” and to put the copy of their words in the public records of the peo- 
ple,® to the end that the people of the Spartans * might have a memorial thereof ; 
but % we have sent the ® copy thereof unto Simon the high priest. 
24 After this Simon sent Numenius to Rome with a great shield of gold of a thou- 
25 sand minas™® weight, to confirm the league with them. But* when the people” 
heard of these things,® they said, What thanks shall we return * to Simon and his 
26 sons? For he and his brethren and the house of his father stood firm,” and they © 
chased away in fight the enemies of Israel” from them, and established for it® lib- 
27 erty. And® they wrote on“ tables of brass, and placed them 41 upon pillars on 
mount Sion. And this 7s the copy of the writing: 
The eighteenth day of the month Elul, in the hundred threescore and twelfth year, 
28 and this“ the third year of Simon high * priest, at Saramel,*° in the great congre- 
gation of priests,** and people, and rulers of the nation, and the* elders of the 
29 country, it is promulgated by us.** Forsomuch as oftentimes there have arisen “° 
wars in the country, so * Simon the son of Mattathias, of the posterity of Joarib,* 
together with his brethren, put themselves in jeopardy, and resisted the enemies of 
their nation that their sanctuary and the law might be maintained, and covered their 
30 nation with great glory." When Jonathan had gathered their °3 nation together, 
31 and become their high priest, he ® was added to his people; and” their enemies 
purposed to invade their country, that they might destroy their country, and stretch 


Vers. 13-15.—1A. Y.: fray them: neither was there any left (lit., “ And there disappeared.’ The art. before roAc- 


pov is omitted by IIT. X. 23. 62. 74. 134. Co. Ald.) .... to fight. 2 yea. 3 kings themselves. 4 More- 
over. 5 (Of. Com.) © beautified. 7 temple. 

Vers. 16-20. —8 A. V.: Now. 9 as soon as. 10 was made. 11 in. 12 omits mutually with him (verb in 
the middle voice, and followed by mpds avror). 18 which writings. 14 letters (cf. x. 17). 15 Lacedemonians, 
with. 16 the high. 17 omits the. ; 

Vers. 21, 22.18 A. V.: certified. 19 wherefore. %* did register. 21 council (ef. Com.). 22 (Marg., publick 
records.) 23 (pres. part., used of that which one is on the point of doing.) 4 they had with. 

Ver, 23. —%5 A. V.: entertain . . . . honourably, 26 ambassage (Adywv. It might be rendered by message or 
report) in publick records. 7 endthe ... . Lacedemonians. 23 furthermore. 29 written (lit., but the sense is 
as given) a. 

Vers. 24-27. — % A. V.: pound (see Com.). 81 Whereof. 32 (7. e., the Jewish people, and not as the Vulg. has 
it, populus Romanus, which Luther followed.) 33 omits of these things (tT@v Adywv tovTwy, namely, what is said, 
vers. 15-23). 84 give. 35 haye established Israel (cf. third note following). 36 omits they. 37 their enemies. 
88 confirmed their. 39 So then. 40 it in. 41 which they set. #2 in, 43 year, being. 44 thehigh. 45 at 


Saramel (Fritzsche retains the reading of the teat. rec., éy Sapapéd. Codd. X. 19. 23. 64, 98., with Old Lat., evacapa- 


ped ; 55., év Zapaper. See Com.). ; 
Vers. 28, 29.—46 A. V.: the priests. 47 omits the. 48 were these things notified unto us (éyvepicev nuiv. Codd.. 
19. 64. 98. Ald. Syr. read éyvwpicapev duiv. It is better, however, with Gaab, Fritzsche, Keil, and others, to suppose: 


that there has been a failure in translating into Greek, the Hophal of YJ) (cf. Lev. iv. 28, 28) being rendered as 


Hiphil. It should haye been rendered as in our text. Cf. Gaab’s Com. in loc.). 49 been. 50 wherein for the 
maintenance of their sanctuary and the law (cf. close of verse). 51 Jarib (so text. rec. Iread with III. X. 23. 64. 93. 
See Com. Lit., it would be, ‘“ the son of the sons of Joarib”’). 32 resisting .... nation, did their nation great 


honour (see second preceding note). 
Vers. 30,31. —% A. V.: for after that J., having gathered his (so 23.). been. 58 omitshe. °° omits and, 


542 THE APOCRYPHA. 





82 out their hands against their? sanctuary. Then? Simon rose up, and fought for 
his nation, and spent much of his own substance, and armed the soldiers® of his 
33 nation, and gave them wages, and fortified the cities of Judea, and * Bethsura, that 
lieth upon the borders of Judea, where the weapons ® of the enemy ° had been be- 
84 fore; and he placed’ a garrison of Jews there. And® he fortified Joppe, which 
lieth upon the sea, and Gazara, that “eth upon the borders of® Azotus, where the 
enemy dwelt before; and he colonized “ Jews there, and placed in them whatever 
35 was, needful for their maintenance. And the people saw’ the acts of Simon, and 
unto what glory he thought to bring his nation, and they * made him their prince a4 
and chief priest, because he had done all these things, and because of” the justice 
and the fidelity #® which he kept with ” his nation, and sought in every way * to 
36 exalt his people. And” in his time things prospered in his hands, so that the 
heathen were taken out of their country, and they that * were in the city of David 
in Jerusalem, who had made themselves a fortress, out of which they issued, and 
37 polluted all about the sanctuary, and did much harm to its purity. And® he 
settled ?? Jews therein, and fortified it for the safety of the country and the city, 
38 and raised up the walls of Jerusalem. And the king Demetrius * confirmed him 
39 in the*® high priesthood according to those things, and made him one of his friends, 
40 and honored him with great honor. For he had heard * that the Romans had 
called the Jews ” friends, and allies,* and brethren; and that they had met the 
41 ambassadors of Simon with honors. And it hath pleased well®™ the Jews and 
the * priests that ** Simon should be their prince * and high priest for ever, until 
42 there arise a trustworthy ® prophet; and * that he should be general over them,” 
and should take charge of * the sanctuary, to set men over its services,® and over 
the country, and over the arms,*® and over the fortresses, and that he should take 
43 charge of* the sanctuary ; and ” that he should be obeyed by * every man, and that 
all documents ** in the country should be written * in his name, and that he should 
44 be clothed in purple, and wear gold; *° also that it should be lawful for none of the 
people or the *’ priests to set aside ** any of these things, or to gainsay his words, 
or to gather an assembly in the country without him, or to be clothed in purple, or 
45 wear a buckle of gold; but “ whosoever should do contrary to these things, and 
should set aside any of these things, he should be liable to punishment for it. 
46 And it hath pleased well all the people to determine for Simon, that he should ® do 
47 as hath been said. And ** Simon accepted hereof, and was well pleased to be high 
priest, and general] and ethnarch® of the Jews, and priests, and to stand before all. 
48 And they commanded that this writing should be put on® tables of brass, and 
that they should be set up within the compass ™ of the sanctuary in a conspicuous 
49 place; but that the copies thereof should be placed ® in the treasury, to the end 
that Simon and his sons might have them. 


Vers. 32, 33.—1A. V.: it (so 52. 64. 98.), and lay hands on the. 2 at which time 8 valiant men. 4 to- 
gether with. 5 armour. 6 enemies. 7 but he set. 

Vers. 34-36.—® A. V.: moreover. 9 bordereth upon (see preceding line). 10 enemies had. 11 but he 
placed. 12 furnished them with all things convenient for the reparation thereof (xpos 77 TovTwv éravopOdae. Not 
simply for repairing it, but for keeping it, in all respects, in a defensible condition). The people, therefore, seeing, 
18 omits and they. 14 governor (cf. ver. 41). 15 for. 16 faith (wiore, as IIT. X. 19. 44. 52. al. ; text rec., mpaéw. 
See Com.). 17 to. 18 for that he sought by all means. 19 For. 20 also that. 21 tower. 2 hurt in the holy 
place (marg., wnto religion): but. 23 placed. 

Vers. 37-40. —™* A. V.: King D. also. 25 (Lit., ‘‘ confirmed to him the.*? But Keil would give the verb the force 
of “‘ recognized.’’) 26 heard say. 27 Jews their (lit., that the Jews were called by the R.). 28 confederates. 
29 entertained. 80 honourably. ? 

Vers. 41-45, —81 A. V.: also that (d71 is wanting only in 71., but cf. Com.). 82 omits the. 88 were well pleased 


that. 4 their (Fritzsche adopts avrav (X., avr) from IIT. 55. 62. 74. 106. 184. Co. ; teat. rec. omits) governor (272). 
yee 


85 should (ef. first note in ver. 41) arise a faithful (cf. Com.). 86 moreover. 87 their captain. 88 take charge of 
(uéAor, for which Fritzsche adopts méAy, here, and at ver. 48, from III. X. al., the subjunctive being the customary 
mood in the dependent clause, in Hellenistic Greek. Cf. Winer, p. 287f. Lit., the clause would be, ‘ that it should 


be a care to him concerning ”’). 89 to set them (avrovs. It is used indefinitely) over their works. 40 ar- 
mour. 41 that, I say, he should take charge (apparently repeated by mistake, either here or above. Of. Com.). 
#2 besides this. 4 of. 44 the writings. 45 made. 46 It refers, doubtless, to the golden buckle. Cf. ver. 44, 
and x. 20, 89, N 

Vers. 44-46. — 47 A. V.: omits the. 48 break. 49 and. 50 otherwise, or break. 5L be punished. 52 Thus 
it liked . . . . deal with Simon, and (Fritzsche strikes out the cai before moujoa, with III. X. 44. 62. al.) to. 

Vers. 47-49, —58 A, V.: Then. 54 captain and governor. 55 defend (mpocrarjaat) them all So. 58 in. 


57 (See Com.) also, 9 laid up. 


« 


1 MACCABEES. 


543 


el 


Cuaprer XIV. 


Ver. 1. Hundred three score and twelfth 
year, i. ¢., of the Seleucian era, or B. c. 141-140. 
Josephus (Antig., xiii. 5, § 11) places this cam- 
paign of Demetrius LI. against Media before the 
time of the murder of Jonathan, that is, two years 
earlier, the same writer agreeing with the present 
book as to the period when the Jews obtained 
their freedom. Cf. Antig., xiii. 6,§ 7 and 1 Mace. 
xiii. 51. Eusebius, however, agrees essentially 
with our book in the former date, while Josephus 
has the support of other Greek authors only as it 
respects the time of the murder of Antiochus VI. 
On the chronology of the four kings, Demetrius 
II., Antiochus VI., Tryphon, Antiochus VIL, and 
on the authorities in gencral used by Josephus in 
his Antiquities, cf. Nussbaum, Observationes in F'la- 
vii Josephi Antig., lib. xii. 3— xiii. 14, Gottingen, 
1876, and a notice of the same by Schiirer in the 
Theolog. Literaturzeitung for the same year, No. 13, 
col. 331 ff.— To get him help. He meant, it 
would appear, first to conquer the country and 
then compel it to furnish him auxiliaries for fur- 
ther wars. According to Rawlinson (Zhe Sixth 
Great Oriental Monarchy, p. 82): “All the prov- 
inces which Parthia took from Syria contained 
Greek towns, and their inhabitants might at all 
times be depended on to side with their country- 
men against the Asiatics. At the present junc- 
ture, too, the number of malcontents was swelled 
by the addition of the recently subdued Bactrians, 
who hated the Parthian yoke, and longed ear- 
nestly for a chance of recovering their freedom.” 

Ver.2. Arsaces. This was a common name 
of the Parthian kings, but the one here meant was 
Mithridates I. He is called king of Persia and 
Media because these were the most important 
provinces of his empire. 

Ver. 3. For the details of this campaign, cf. 
Rawlinson, /. c. Demetrius was at first success- 
ful but was put off his guard by proposals of 

eace on the part of Arsaces, who then attacked 
on and made him prisoner. 

Ver. 4. All the days of Simon. This was 
not strictly true. Cf. xv. 27, 40; xvi. 3 ff. 

Ver. 5. To speak of a harbor for the “ isles of 
the sea” sounds somewhat peculiar. Grimm with 
Michaelis, following the Syriac, with 19. 64. 93. 
would read therefore, vavet for vjcos, and claims, 
that if the former were not the original reading 
of the Greek, there may have been a misunder- 
standing of the original Hebrew word for ship 
which might easily have been taken for that 
meaning island. Keil, however, dissents from 
this view and adheres to the common reading, un- 
derstanding by the islands, “the inhabitants of 
the islands and countries on the coast of the Med- 
iterranean.” - 

Ver. 7. A great number of captives. These 
were probably Jews who had been carried away 
to other countries. He freed them and brought 
them back to their native land. 

Ver. 8. The trees of the fields their fruit. 
See an interesting article on the fertility of an- 
cient Palestine in the Quarterly Statement of the 
Palestine Exploration Fund for July, 1876, p. 120 
ff. Cf. also, Repertorium fir Biblische und Mor- 
genléndische Literatur, ‘Theil xv., p. 176 ff. 

Ver. 9. Honors and warlike apparel. The 
warlike accoutrements were rather for ornament 
than actual use, although soldiers were still 


needed for garrison duty. : 





Ver. 12. For a like figure, see 1 Kings iv. 25; 
Micah, iv. 4; Zech. iii. 10. 

Ver. 16. Sparta is thought of as more distant 
because it was latest visited by the Jewish ambas- 
sadors. 

Ver. 18. Grimm doubts whether the Romans 
would have taken the initiative in proceedings 
looking to a renewal of the treaty, since it was 
customary for the successors of allied kings and - 
princes themselves first to ask for it. Obviously, 
as it appears from the verses next following (vers. 
21, 22), the statement here made is chronolog- 
ically out of place. - 

Ver. 20. The letter of the Romans is not 
given because it was not directed to the Jewish 
people (xv. 16-24), but to the various kings and 
governments in alliance with Rome. 


Ver. 20. Therulers. These were the Ephors, 
Ver. 22. Inthe council of the people. (A. 
V.) “Nicht in coneiliis populi (Vulg.; vgl. Fritz- 


sche zu 1 Esd. v. 73), sondern im plebiscitis.” 
Grimm. Cf. v. 23. The ambassadors are the 
same as those sent by Jonathan. Cf, xii. 16. 

Ver. 24. The Greek mina was a little less 
than the English pound ayoirdupois, being 154 
ounces. 

Ver. 27. At Saramel, évy SapauéA. Grimm, 
Fritzsche, and many other critics following X. 23. 
19. 64. 93. and the Old Latin would read evacapa- 
med at the end of verse 27. In the first case it is 
supposed by Ewald, Keil, and others that the 
word is an effort to transfer by the use of Greek 


letters, the Hebrew Os DY SM, in the fore court 


of the people of God, i. e., “the fore court of the 
temple.” If the second reading is adopted, the 
words are to be taken as a second designation of 
Simon, Os DY “WwW, prince of the people of God. 
Keil objects that this theory does not account for 
the preposition év, which must in this case be re- 
garded as an arbitrary addition of the copyist ; 
and further, that there is no just ground why the 
Hebrew words should be transferred in sucha title 
of Simon any more than in other titles given him, 
like @pxsepeds. Cf. xiii. 42; xiv. 35, 41 f.; xv. 
2. According to Graetz ( Geschichte, iii., 447), who 
refers for support of his view to the Syriac, Sara- 
mel is but a corruption of the word Israel. See, 
however, Michaelis, Com., in loc. 

Ver. 29. Joarib. Cf. ii. 1, and 1 Chron. iv. 
24. ’ 
Ver. 32. Gave them wages. This does not 
necessarily mean that Simon paid them out of 
his own pocket, but only that he attended to the 
matter of their being paid. 

Ver. 34. Gazara that (lieth) on the borders 
of Azotus. This properly describes the situation 
of Gazara (see iv. 15), “if this city was situated 
on the site of the village El-Kubab or near Umm- 
el-Amdan, not far from Selbit (see iv. 15 and Josh. 
x. 33), since the district of Ashdod might well 
have stretched in a northwesterly direction as far 
as the beginning of the mountainous country, so 
that there is no reason for regarding this expres- 
sion, with Grimm, as an erroneous addition.” 
Keil. 

Ver. 35. The common reading mpatw seems 
to be preferable since the other might easily have 
arisen from the abbreviation TIN, or through the 
occurrence of mori in the same verse, just be- 
low. So Michaelis, Grimm, Keil, and others. 
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Ver. 41. According to the usual reading we 
have here a second reason given why Demetrius 
confirmed Simon in the high priest’s office. But 
Michaelis, Ewald, Grimm, Hitzig, Keil, and others 
regard 8 as a corruption for the following rea- 
sons: (1.) that on the supposition of its genuine- 
ness a most awkward construction would result, 
all that follows as far as ver. 47, being made de- 
pendent on 871 edSdxnoay ; and (2.) the principal 
thought concerning the merits and services of 
Simon would thus be consigned to a subordinate 
clause. The particle may have easily been re- 
peated through mistake from the preceding verse. 
— Forever. The idea that the office should be 
hereditary seems to be here plainly intimated. 
Cf! also, vers. 25, 49. — Faithful (A. V.) prophet. 
The meaning of mordy, in this case, seems rather 
to be trustworthy. Michaelis translates by beg/au- 
bigter and Grimm by zuverldssiger. Most of the 
old commentators, and even Luther, supposed 
that the passage referred to the Messiah. But 
there is no reason for supposing that this thought 
was in the mind of the people of that time, and 
the omission of the article is sufficient proof to 
the contrary. 

Ver. 42, And should take charge of the 
sanctuary. The repetition of this clause seems 
out of place, and some critics, as Gaab, Grimm, 
Ewald, conjecture that it is to be omitted in the 


43 rather than in ver. 42, since it is needed in the 
first instance as justification for the atray after 
ém) tev %pywv, which otherwise would have no 
sense. — The variation, 5” abrod, for abrods, ac- 
cepted by Fritzsche and others (cf. Text, Notes) is 
characterized by Grimm and Keil as an unauthor- 
ized correction. 

Ver. 44. Gather an assembly (cvorpop7y). 
A meeting of the people for political or other 
purposes. The word is used for an assembly of 
conspirators by the LXX. at Ps. Ixiii. 8, as a 


translation of TD: 

Ver. 48. Within the compass (év mepiBdAw) 
of the sanctuary. It is not clear what special 
part of the temple is referred to, Probably, 
however, it was the outer court where the people 
were wont to assemble themselves. Cis Ecclus. 
Bee 

Ver. 49. In the treasury. This probably 
means the treasury proper and not, as some have 
supposed, a special place where important docu- 
ments were kept. Cf. 2 Mace. iii. 6, 28, 40; iv. 
22; v.18; 4 Mace. ivy. 6. Whether the foregoing 
document is to be regarded as genuine, has been 
much discussed, among others, by Michaelis and 
Gaab who are against, and Ewald and Hitzig 
who are for its genuineness, Grimm holds it to 
be simply a free reproduction by our author. of 
the original. And this view seems to have the 
most in its favor. 





first instance. Keil argues justly, however, that 
if it is omitted in either case it should be in ver. 





CHAPTER XV. 


1 Awp? Antiochus, son of Demetrius the king, sent a letter? from the isles of the 
2 sea unto Simon, priest? and ethnarch * of the Jews, and to all the nation; ® and ® the 
contents thereof’ were these: King Antiochus to Simon, high ® priest and ethnarch,® 
3 and to the nation” of the Jews, greeting. Forasmuch as pestilent men” have 
gotten possession of ” the kingdom of our fathers, but ® my purpose is to contend 
for the kingdom," that I may restore it as it was before,” and to that end have en- 
listed ** a multitude of foreign soldiers,” and prepared ships of war, and my pur- 
pose is to disembark and pass * through the country, that I may punish ™ them that 
5d have destroyed our country,” and made many cities in the kingdom desolate ; now 
therefore I confirm unto thee all the immunities” which the kings before me 
granted thee, and as many other gifts as * they granted. And *™ I give thee leave * 
to coin money for thy country with thine own stamp, and” Jerusalem and the 
sanctuary shall be” free; and all the arms* that thou hast made, and the ” for- 
8 tresses that thou hast built, and holdest in possession, shall *° remain unto thee. And 
if any thing be, or shall be, owing to the king, it shall be given up to ® thee from 
9 this time forth and for all time.**? Furthermore, when we have gotten possession 
of * our kingdom, we will honor thee, and thy nation, and the ™ temple, with great 
honor, so that your honor shall become manifest in all the earth.® 
Vers. 1-4. —1 A. V.: Moreover. 2 sent letters. 8 the priest. 4 prince 


5 people. 6 omits and. 


7 whereof. 8 the high. ® prince of his nation (52. 62. 71. omit cat ever, and the two former, cat €Ovapxy). 
10 people. : u certain pestilent men (ITI. X. 19. 23. 52. 62. 106. read tives for dvSpes). 12 usurped. 13 and 
14 challenge it again. to the old estate. 16 gathered. 17 soldiers together. 18 omits and. 19 meaning 


also being to go (exBjvat. Both ideas of disembarking and passing through are included in the verb, and the aorist de- 


notes that it is to be done at once). 20 be avenged of. 21 it, 
Vers. 5-7.—” A. V.: oblations (see Com.). 23 whatsoever gifts besides. 24 omits And. 25 leave also (xat 
érérpeWa oor). 26 And as concerning. 27 let them be. 28 armour. 29 omits the. 50 keepest in thy hands 
? 


let them (the construction changes to the imper., but I render according to the sense). 
Vers. 8, 9.—31 A. V.; let it be forgiven. 82 forth for evermore. 3 obtained (IIT. 19. 52. 62. al. Syr. KaTaoTH- 
owucv with the acc.; Vulg., obtinuertmus regnum. Cf. ver. 3.). 34 thy, 85 be known throughout the world. 
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10. In the hundred threescore and fourteenth year went forth’ Antiochus into the 
land of his fathers; and? all the forces came together unto him, so that there were 
11 few*® with Tryphon. And the king Antiochus pursued him and* he fled unto 
12 Dora, which lieth upon the sea.® For he saw that these misfortunes ® came upon 
13 him all at once,’ and that his forces had forsaken him. And* Antiochus besieged 
Dora, and there were ® with him an hundred and twenty thousand men of war, and 
14 eight thousand horsemen. And he ® compassed the city round about, and the ships 
attacked from ™ the sea side, and’ he pressed upon™ the city by land and by sea, 
and suffered none ‘* to go out or in. 
15 And Numenius and those with him came from Rome, having letters to the 
16 kings and the ™ countries, wherein were written these things: Lucius, consul of the 
17 Romans unto king Ptolemy, greeting. The Jews’ ambassadors, our friends and 
allies,!® came unto us to renew the old™ friendship and league, being sent from 
18 Simon the high priest, and the ® people of the Jews; and they brought a shield of 
19 geld wf a thousand minas.24_ We thought it good therefore to write unto the kings 
and the * countries, that they should do them no harm,” nor fight against them, 
nor*4 their cities, nor their country,* and that they should not” aid their ene- 
20, 21 mies.” It seemed also good to us to receive the shield from ™ them. If there- 
fore any ™ pestilent fellows have® fled from their country unto you, deliver them 
unto Simon the high priest, that he may punish them * according to their * law. 
22 And he wrote the same things ** unto Demetrius the king, and Attalus, and Ariara- 
23 thes, and Arsaces, and to all the countries, and to Sampsames,®° and Spartans,®° 
and to Delus, and Myndus, and Sicyon, and Caria,?’ and Samos, and Pamphylia, and 
Lycia, and Halicarnassus, and Rhodus, and Phaselis,** and Cos, and Side, and Ara- 
24 dus, and Gortyna, and Cnidus, and Cyprus, and Cyrene. And the copy hereof 
they sent ® to Simon the high priest. 
25  But* Antiochus the king camped against Dora the second day, assaulting it* 
continually, and making engines. And he shut up Tryphon, that he could neither 
26 go out norin. And* Simon sent him two thousand chosen men to aid him; sil- 
27 ver also, and gold, and many weapons.** And* he would not receive them, but set 
aside *® all the covenants which he had made with him before,*” and was alienated 
28 from 4® him. And * he sent unto him Athenobius, one of his friends, to negotiate °° 
with him, and say, You are in possession of Joppe and Gazara, and the fortress ™ 
29 that is in Jerusalem, cities * of my realm. The borders thereof ye have wasted, 
and done great hurt in the land, and got the dominion™ of many places within 
30 my kingdom. Now therefore deliver the cities which ye have taken, and the trib- 
utes of the places, whereof ye have gotten dominion, excepting * the borders of 
31 Judea. But if not,®® give me for them five hundred talents of silver; and for the 
desolation that you have wrought,” and the tributes of the cities, other five hun- 
32 dred talents; but ® if not, we will come and fight against you. And Athenobius 
the king’s friend came to Jerusalem; and when he saw the glory of Simon, and the 


Vers. 10-12. —1 A. V.: went (éé7AGev). 2 at which time. ° 3 that few were left (Fritzsche strikes out rods 
kataderpOevras after clvar. It is wanting in III. X. 28. 44. 52. 62. al.). 4 Wherefore being pursued by king A. 5 by 
the seaside. 6 troubles (ta Kaka). 7 Fritzsche adopts émeovvqxrae from III. X. 19. 62. 71. al. ; teat. rec., cvvirar. 

Vers. 18, 14.—® A. V.: Then camped. 9 against D., having. 10 when he had. 11 joined (ovvyWar, often 
used in our book for armies joining in battle. Cf. iv. 14) ships close to the town on. 12 omits and. 13 yexed. 
14 neither suffered he any. 

Vers. 15, 16.—15 A. V.: In the mean season. 16 came N. and his company. 17 omits the. 

Vers. 17-19. —18 A. V.: confederates. 19 (2£ apxjs, i. e., from the beginning of their intercourse.) 20 from the 
(not needed, or if needed, is provided for in the previous 76). ‘ 21 thousand (revrakcoxtAiwv, IIT. 44. 55. 62. al. Cf. 
Jos., Antig., xiv. 8,5)pound. omits the. 2 (= nyo WD.) % omits nor (kai). 5 or countries. 6 nor 
yet. 27 enemies against them. 

Vers. 20-24. — 8 A. V.: of. 29 there be any. 30 that have. 81 (év avrots ; III. X. 44. 55. 62. al., adtovs.) 
82 their own.  % The same things wrote he likewise.  % to (Fritzsche receives cai from III. X. 23. 55. al. Old Lat.) 
Ariarathes (marg., Arathes (’Apa6y, ITI. 25. 55. al. Co. Ald.)). 35 (Marg., Sampsaces, as III. 106. Ald. ; Old Lat., 
Lampsaco.) ° 36 the Lacedemonians. 37 (III. 62. 71. al. Co., Kapééa..) 38 (Marg., Basilis, as IIL. 106.) 
39 wrote (lit., but in the sense of ‘‘ sent’). 

Vers. 25-27. —40 A. V.: So.  41(Marg., “ Gr., bringing his forces toit.”) © by which means. 4% At that time, 


44 much armour. 45 Nevertheless. 46 brake. 47 afore. 48 became strange unto. 

Vers. 28, 29.—49 A. V.: Furthermore. 50 eommune (for KovoAoynodmevor, KoLvoAoynoduevoy is to be read, with 
Grimm, Fritzsche, and others, from III. X. 44. 71. al. Co.). 51 withhold. 52 with the tower. 53 which are 
cities. 4 éxuprevoare. 

Vers. 30-32.—55 A. Y.: without. orelse, 57 harm... . done. 58 omits but. 59 So. 


35 
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sideboard with? gold and silver plate, and jzs great attendance, he was astonished, 


33 and told him the king’s message. 


And Simon? answered, and said unto him, We 


have neither taken other men’s land, nor gotten possession of ® that which belong- 
eth* to.others, but the inheritance of our fathers, which our enemies had wrong- 


34 fully in possession a certain time. 
35 inheritance of our fathers. 


But © we, having opportunity, hold on to ° the 
But concerning Joppe and Gazara, which thou de- 


mandest,’ they did great harm among ® the people throughout ® our country, yet 
will we give an hundred talents for these.? And he ™ answered him not a word ; 
36 but returned in a rage to the king, and made report unto him of these words,” and 
of the glory of Simon, and of all that he had seen; and™ the king was exceeding 


87, 88 wroth. But Tryphon embarked on a ship and fled * unto Orthosias. 


And 


the king appointed ® Cendebeus as chief commander * of the sea coast, and gave 


39 him a force” of footmen and horsemen. 
against ® Judwa; he also commanded him to fortify Cedron,” 


And he 7* commanded him to encamp 
and to make sure #4 


40 the gates and to * war agairst the people; but the king * pursued Tryphon. And 
Cendebeus came to Jamnia, and began to provoke the people, and to invade Judxa, 
41 and to take the people prisoners, and slay them. And when he had fortified * Ce- 
dron, he stationed *° horsemen there, and a force of infantry,” to the end that sally- 
ing forth * they might make forays * upon the roads *® of Judea, as the king had 


commanded him. 


Ver. 82.—1 A. V.: cupboard of. 2 Then. . 
Vers. 84-36.— 5 A. V.: Wherefore. 


8 unto. 9 in. 10 them. 


toward. 20 build wp (marg., Gedor, as Vulg.). 


Vers. 40, 41.—%4 A. V.: So 
80 ways. 


25 built-up. 26 set. 


. . Simon. 
6 omits on to. 
11 Hereunto Athenobius (the latter is stricken out by Fritzsche, as wanting in IIT. X. 
44. 55. — not ‘‘54."? as improperly printed in Fritzsche’s notes — 74. 106. Co.). 

Vers. 37-89. — 14 A. V.: In the meantime fled T. by ship. 
émoparnyov from III. X. 19. 28. 44. 62. al. Ald.; text. rec., otparnydv). 
21 fortify. 
The latter here, instead of the infin., but with weakened force.) 


3 holden. 4 appertaineth. 
7 And whereas thou demandest J. and G., albeit. 


12 speeches. 
16 Then... . made. 


18 whereupon. 

16 captain (Fritzsche adopts 
17 host. 18 omits he 19 remove his host 
22 (Kal Orws. The former is omitted by X. 64. Ald. 
23 but as for the king himself, he. 


27 host of footmen. 28 issuing out. 29 outroads, 


CHAPTER XV. 


Ver. 1. This Antiochus, called also Sidetes from 
the city Sida, in Pamphylia, where he was edu- 
cated, was a son of Demetrius I. Soter, and so 
brother of Demetrius II. Nicator, at this time a 
prisoner in Parthia. He is the seventh of the 
name. He took up the war against Trypho, in 
the absence of his brother, and finally, at Apamea, 
a strongly fortified place on the Orontes (see ver. 
10) overcame him, Trypho being killed. 

Ver. 5. ’Agapéuera, (IIL. X. 23., abguara and 
for ddéuara below, 44. 52. al., the same; IIL, age- 
péuara). Here used as a softened expression for 
tributes, or, according to the sense, freedom from 
tributes. It means literally that which is taken 
away, and in the LXX. refers generally to the peace 
offerings. Hence the rendering of the A. V., fol- 
lowing the Vulgate and Syriac, which, however, in 
this passage would make no sense. —As many 
other gifts, namely, the golden crowns and other 
things not especially determined by law. 

Ver. 6. And I give thee leave. The aorist 
érérepya denotes that it will be an accomplished 
fact, when the notice shall have reached Simon. 
In letters éypaya is often used in this sense for 
ypdpo. Cf. Winer, p. 278. There are at the 
present time no coins extant, which were coined 
by Simon. See a contrary statement in Cotton, 
p. 188. The royal cabinet at Berlin has, how- 
ever, coins of this period, among others some that 
bear the “image and superscription ” of Antiochus 
VII. Hasmonzan coins are also extant. They 
are inscribed with the names of the persons issu- 
ing them and their rank, in the old Hebrew lan- 
guage and character, which, however, at a later 
period, give place to the Greek. The value of the 
coin is given as shekels, half shekels, quarter 


shekels, and some of them designate the year of 
their coining, or of the “Redemption of Zion.” 
They have also various emblems: a cup, a grape 
leaf, a cluster of grapes, an entrance to the tem- 
ple, ete. Cf. Roskoff in Schenkel’s Bib. Lex., 
art. ‘‘ Geld,” and Schiirer, Neutest. Zeitgeschichte, 
p. 63, note 4, and p. 101, note 38. 

Ver. 10. In the year B. c. 139-138, Antiochus 
made a landing in “ the land of his fathers,” go- 
ing from Seleucia, whose queen, Cleopatra, had 
given him her hand and throne. She was the 
daughter of Ptolemy VI. and Cleopatra, and was 
first married to Alexander Balas (x. 58), then to 
Demetrius Nicator (xi. 12), and now, to the latter’s 
brother, although her husband was still alive in 
Parthia, She was a woman of great ambition, 
and finally died from the effects of poison which 
she had prepared for her own son. 

Ver. 11. Dora. This place now bears the 
name of Tantura, or Tortura, near which are ruins 
of considerable extent. It lies a short distance 
north of Ceesarea. 

Ver. 15, The kings and the countries. The 
latter word refers, it would seem, to lands, Cities, 
and islands which had no kings, but which stood 
in some dependent relation to Rome. 

Ver. 16. Lucius. It is not certainly known 
whether Lucius Cecilius Metellus, or Lucius Cal- 
purnius Piso, is meant. The weight of probability, 
however, is in favor of the latter, who was consul 
with M. Popillius Leenas, B. c. 139. To the objec- 
tion that his name was not Lucius, but Cneius, it is 
to be answered, (1) that the Fasti Capitolini are de- 
fective for this year, giving but a fragment of the 
name of Popillius, the associate consul of Lucius. 
(2) The reading Cn, Calpurnius by Cassiodorus, is 
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probably an error of transcription caused by 
names in the lists just previous. (3.) Valerius 
Maximus (i. 3, 2) is improperly cited in support of 
the reading Cneius, Pighius, in his edition (1567) 
of the same, having himself introduced the change 
in deference to the above false reading of Cassio- 
dorus. Previously, for sixty years, his text had 
this form, without variation, ‘ L. Calpurnio.” 
Cf. in addition to the commentaries Westcott in 
Smith’s Bib. Dict., art. “ Lucius.” The fact that 
only one consul is here mentioned, the manner in 
which he is designated by his first name only, the 
omission of all mention of the Senate from whom 
such documents were wont to emanate, the want 
of any date, and other circumstances of form and 
matter, have led many, to hold that our book gives 
only a free reproduction of the original document. 
These reasons are too numerous and weighty to be 
much weakened by any efforts to prove that at 
that time the associate consul of Lucius was in 
Spain. Cf. Keil, Com., in Joc. Still to admit 
that we have not before us an accurate copy of 
the original, does not hinder us from regarding it 
as essentially correct and quite trustworthy. — 
Unto king Ptolemy. This was Ptolemy Euer- 
getes II. or Physcon (xi. 18.) 

Ver. 17. The old friendship. 
lasted about twenty-three years. 

Ver. 20. Toreceive the shield from them. 
He speaks as though it were a favor the Romans 
were conferring on the Jews to accept the valu- 
able present they had made. 

Ver. 22. Demetrius. It was probably not 
known in Rome, at this time, that he was a pris- 
oner in Parthia. Moreover, the fact that Deme- 
trius and not Antiochus was written to is strong 
incidental evidence of the virtual truthfulness of 
the history. — Attalus. He was king of Perga- 
mos, but it is doubtful whether Attalus Philadel- 
phus, or Attalus Philometor is meant. — Aria- 
rathes. Ariarathes VI. Philopator, king of Cap- 
padocia. — Arsaces. He was king of Parthia. 
He was not a vassal of the Romans, and their 
letter to him must have been of a somewhat dif- 
ferent character from the others. Cf. Rawlinson, 
The Sixth Oriental Mon., pp. 42-45. 

Ver. 23. Sampsames. It seems probable 
from the connection that a country and not a 
king is meant, and critics find it in the present 
Samsun situated on the coast of the Black Sea. — 
Delus, i. e., Delos, the smallest of the Cyclades, 

_at present Dili. It reached its highest commercial 
prosperity in the second century before Christ. 
The Romans made a present of it to Athens, B. C. 
166, and raised it to the dignity of a free port. — 
Myndus, a town on the coast of Caria. Its ships 


It had now 
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were known in very early times. Herodotus (v. 
83) says: “As Megabates went his rounds to 
visit the watches on board the ships, he found a 
Myndian vessel on which there were none set.” 
It is probably to be identified with the ruins of 
Gumishlu, nearly at the extreme west of the 
Halicarnassian peninsula. — Sicyon. The deriva- 
tion of the word shows that it was the place of a 
periodical market. It was situated on the north 
coast of the Peloponnesus, west from Corinth. 
Cf. Smith’s Bib. Dict., s. v. — Caria, at the south- 
west point of Asia Minor. — Samos, a well-known 
island on the coast of Ionia. — Pamphylia, In 
Asia Minor between Lycia and Clicia, the latter 
place lying southeast of Caria. — Halicarnassus, 
the chief city of Caria and at an earlier period the 
place where its kings resided. — Phaselis was a 
city of Lycia. — Cos. A small island lying oppo- 
site to Cnidus and Halicarnassus. — Side. A 
harbor of Pamphylia.— Aradus. The name of 
an island and a city at the mouth of the Eleuthe- 
rus, on the coast of Phoenicia. — Gortyna. An 
important city on the island of Crete. — Cnidus 
was a city of Caria. — Cyrene was the principal 
city of Upper Libya. In the enumeration of these 
several places no proper order is observed, and it 
is apparent that the writer of the present book 
was quite unfamiliar with the geography of ad- 
jacent countries. 

Ver. 25. The narrative interrupted at verse 15 
is here resumed. — The second day. On the 
first day the city had been thoroughly invested. 
See ver. 14.—Tds xetpas. Used like the Latin 
manus and vis for a body of men, especially sol- 
diers. Cf. Herod., i. 174; v. 72. 

Ver. 27. The reason why Antiochus conducted 
in this way is obvious. He expected to be able to 
conquer Tryphon without the Jews’ aid, of which he 
had previously sought so earnestly to avail himself. 

Ver. 28. Athenobius. He is not elsewhere 
mentioned. Antiochus calls the places mentioned 
his, because they had been built by Antiochus LV. 
Epiphanes, his great uncle. Cf. 1. 33, xiii. 49. 

Ver. 32. (His) great attendance, 7. e., the 
great number of servants. 

Ver. 33. The inheritance of our fathers. 
Cf. Ex. xxiii. 31; Deut. xi. 24; Josh. xi. 23. It 
surprised him to see this in one who was simply 
a vassal of the Syrian king. 

Ver. 37. Orthosias. It lay southward from 
the mouth of the Eleutherus on the coast of Phoe- 
nicia and north of Tripoli, a few miles distant 
from the latter place. 

Ver. 39. Cedron. Probably the modern Katra, 
or Kiitrah, lying three miles southwest of Akir 
(Ekron). 





CHAPTER XVI. 


1 
2 brought to pass.” 


Anp John came up! from Gazara, and told Simon his father what Cendebeus 
And? Simon called his two eldest sons, Judas and John, and 
said unto them, I, and my brethren, and my father’s house, have 
unto this day fought against the enemies ° of Israel ; 


* from our youth 
and things have prospered in ® 


3 our hands, so” that we have delivered Israel oftentimes. But now I have become ® 


2 had done. 
6 so well in. 


Vers. 1-3. —1A. V.: Then came up J. 
corrector, 23. 55. 74. Syr. Cf. ii. 54.) 


3 Wherefore. 
7 omits so. 


4 have ever. 5 (moAguous, III. X., by a 


5 am 
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old, and ye, by God’s mercy, are of a sufficient age; be ye instead of me and my 
brother, and go forth? and fight for our nation; but? the help from heaven be ® 
4 with you. And* he chose out of the country twenty thousand men of war with 
horsemen, and they went ° against Cendebeeus, and they spent the ° night at_ Modein. 
5 And they” rose in the morning, and went into the plain, and* behold, a mighty 
force ® of footmen and horsemen came against them; and” there was a water brook 
6 betwixt them. And” he and his men ¥ pitched over against them. And when he 
saw that the men” were afraid to go over the water brook, he went first over," 
and. when the men saw * him, they went over ’* after him. And” he divided the 
men, and set the horsemen in the midst of the footmen; for 7 the enemies’ horse- 
men were very many. And they sounded ™ with the trumpets;” and * Cendebzus 
and his army * were put to flight, and there fell many * of them slain; but those 
9 left fled * to the stronghold. Then™ was Judas, John’s brother, wounded; but 
John * followed after them, until he came to Cedron, which Cendebeus had built. 
10 And” they fled as far as *° the towers in the fields of Azotus; and * he burnt it 
with fire ; and there fell of ® them about two * thousand men. And he returned 
into the land of Juda in peace. 
11 And **in the plain of Jericho was Ptolemy the son * of Abubus made general,** 
12 and he had abundance of silver and gold; for he was the high priest’s son-in-law. 
13 And®* his heart was * lifted up, and ® he wished to get possession of the country ; 
14 and he “ consulted deceitfully against Simon and his sons to remove “ them. And # 
Simon was visiting the cities that were in the country, and taking care for their 
needs ; 8 and “ he came down to Jericho, he and * his sons, Mattathias and J udas, in 
the hundred threescore and seventeenth year, in the eleventh month, that is the 
15 month * Sabat. And“ the son of Abubus received # them deceitfully into the little 
fortress, called Doc, which he had built; and he made them a great banquet, 
16 and * hid men there. And ” when Simon and his sons were drunk, Ptolemy and 
his men rose up, and took their weapons, and came in * upon Simon into the ban- 
17 quet,® and slew him, and his two sons, and some® of his servants. And he com- 
18 mitted a great treachery, and recompensed evil for good. And® Ptolemy wrote 
these things, and sent to the king, that he should send him forces ® to aid him, and 
19 deliver him their" country and cities. And he sent others to Gazara, to remove ® 
John; and unto the chiliarchs* he sent. letters to come unto him, that he might 
20 give them silver, and gold, and presents. And others he sent to take Jerusalem, 
21 and the mountain of the temple. And one ran ahead ® and told John at Gazara,” 
22 that his father and brethren were slain, and he ® hath sent to slay thee also. And 
on hearing it,” he was sore astonished ; and he seized the men that came to kill 
him, and slew them; for he had learned 7! that they sought to kill him.” 


o nN 


Ver. 8.—1 A. V.: omits forth. 2 and. 8 gorw ; Hrw, TIT. 44. 62. al. Cf. x. 81. 


Vers. 4-7. —4 A. V.: So. 5 who went out. 5 rested that (éxouzy@noav. Cf. xi. 6). 7 when as they. 
8 omits and. ® great host both. 10 howbeit. 11 So. 12 people (cf. ver. 7). 18 people. 14 over himself. 
15 then the men (here avdpes) seeing. 16 passed through. W That done. 18 his, 19 (The xaé may be regarded 
as explicative, and indeed, dvetde being understood.) 0 for (Sé. As a gloss, correct). 

Vers. 8-10. —21 A. V.: Then sounded they. » holy (it is wanting in III. X. 19. 44, 52. 62.al. Of. iii. 54) trum- 
pets. 23 whereupon. 24 host. 25 so that many. °6 were slain, and the remnant gat them. 27 At that 
time. 28 John still. 29 built (ef. xv. 89. Codd. 19. 64. 98., with Syr., the plur., which Grimm would adopt, but 
not Fritzsche, or Keil). $o. 50 even (éws, omitted by III. X. 28. 106.) unto. 81 wherefore. 82 so that there 
were slain of. 88 TIT. 44. 55. 106., “1000; ? 19. 64. 98. Syr., ‘3000. 

Vers. 11-18. —*4 A. V.: Moreover. 85 (No word for ‘‘ son’ in the Greek.) 36 captain. 37 Wherefore. 
38 being. 9 omits and. # thought to get the country to himself, and thereupon. 41 destroy. 

Vers. 14,15.— 42. A. V.: Now. 43 the good ordering of them (I take émueAcias as referring to the object of care. 
“ Sollicitus de cura eorum.?? Wahl), #4 at which time. 45 himself to J. with. 45 month, called. 47 where. 
48 receiving. 49 a little hold. 50 Docus (Smith’s Bib. Dict.,s.v., ina foot-note, says it would be interesting to 


know whence the form found in the ‘A. V. is derived. It seems to have come from Ald., which has 7d kadovpevov 
A@kos). 51 had built, made . . . . howbeit he had. 


Vers. 16-18. —52 A. V.; 60 So, 53 had drunk largely (so many of the older commentators, but it is not the meaning 
of éucOr'cAn). 54 omits in. 55 banqueting place (cupmdatov). 56 certain. 57 In which doing he. 58 TIT. 62. 
106., aBeiav, godlessness. 

Vers. 18-20. —® A. V.: Then. 60 a host. 61 he would deliver him (IIT. 62. 71. 106. Co. omit) the (adr&p is 
omitted by 19. 64. 74..93.). 62 omits And. 3 others also... . to kill. 6 tribunes. & rewards. 

Vers. 21, 22. —®6 A. V.: Now one had run afore to Gazara. 87 omits at Gazara (see preceding note), 68 and 
quoth he, Ptolemee. 69 Hereof when he heard. 


70 so he laid his hands on them that were come to destroy. 
71 knew. 7 make him away. z 
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23 And? as concerning the rest of the acts of John, and his wars, and his valiant ? 
deeds which he did, and the building of the walls which he built,® and his doings, 
24 behold, these are written in the chronicles * of his high® priesthood, from the time 


he became ° high priest after his father. 


Vers. 23, 24,—1A. V.: omits And. 
5 was made. 


2 worthy. 


3 made. 4 (emt BiBAl@ jwepOv.) 5 omits high. 


CHarteR XVI. 


Ver. 3. And my brother. We might have 
expected the plural here, so as to include Judas. 


Some suppose the translator read T}S instead of 


STS. But Keil thinks the singular is properly 
used, Simon having only the period in mind in 
which he had been associated with Jonathan. 


Ver. 4. With horsemen. The Jews had not 
in previous wars been accustomed to use cavalry. 


Ver. 6. Andhe. It is not clear which of the 
two brothers is meant, but probably John. Cf. 
xiii. 53. 

Ver. 7. Horsemen in the midst. This was 
contrary to the usual custom, and it was probably 
done because he had not yet sufficient confidence 
in them to assign to them the protection of the 
flanks. 

Ver. 8. The corruption fepais, “holy,” before 
trumpets, probably arose from the well-known fact 
that the trumpets belonged to the temple and 
were used by the priests. Cf. Numb. x. 8 f. — 
The stronghold, namely, Cedron. See xv. 39, 41. 

Ver. 10. And they fied, 7. e., such as did not 
find refuge at Cedron.— Burnt it, namely, Azo- 
tus, or Ashdod. Cf. x. 84, where it is stated that 
Jonathan also once burnt this place. This took 
place ten years earlier. 

Ver. 11. This Ptolemy was son-in-law of 
Simon, and owed to him both his position and 





wealth. The position he occupied at Jericho was 
a prominent one, the ford of the Jordan at this 
point making it of considerable military impor- 
tance. 

Ver. 14. Mattathias. Not before mentioned. 
The date is B. c. 1836.—Sabat. The eleventh 
month of the ecclesiastical, and the fourth of the 


Jewish civil, year. The Hebrew form was aw, 


Shebat. 

Ver. 15. The (son) of Abubus. He seems to 
be so named out of disrespect. So Saul was wont 
to call David simply “the son of Kish.” —Dé6ce. 
Josephus has falsely, Aayéy, the Syriac, Doak, 
and Luther, with the Vulgate, Dock. The name 
is still preserved in Ain- Dik, certain springs 
about four miles northwest of Jericho, Cf. Tezt, 
Notes for origin of the form of the word found in 
the A. V. 

Ver. 24. Inthe chronicles. Lit. on the book-roll 
of days. Sixtus Senensis affirms (Bib, Sancta, 
i. 89) that he saw in the library of Pagninus, at 
Lyons, the manuscript of a very Hebraistic Greek 
book of the Maccabees, which included the his- 
tory of thirty-one years, and began with the words: 
“ After the murder of Simon, John his son became 
high priest in his stead.” It is not impossible 
that this may have been, in some form, the work 
here referred to, This library of Pagninus was 
shortly after destroyed by fire. 


* 


THE SECOND BOOK OF MACCABEES. 





INTRODUCTION. 


Tux book opens with two brief compositions in epistolary form. The first (i. 1-9) pur- 
ports to be aletter from the Palestinian Jews to their brethren in Egypt, and is dated in the 
year 188 of the Seleucian era (B. Cc. 125). They had already written in the year 169 (a. Cc. 
144), during the reign of Demetrius, concerning their oppressed condition since the treachery 
of Jason, and the burning of the gate of the temple. Now, however, the temple service had 
been again restored, and they desired that their Egyptian brethren might participate in the 
festival of reconsecration. The second letter (i. 10-ti. 18) is not dated, but must have been 
written, if genuine, immediately after the report of the death of Antiochus Epiphanes reached 
Jerusalem. It emanates ostensibly from the people of Jerusalem and Judea, the Sanhedrin 
and Judas Maccabzeus, and is directed to the priest Aristobulus, teacher of King Ptolemy, 
and the Egyptian Jews. It first relates how their oppressor, Antiochus Epiphanes, had per- 
ished in an attempt to plunder a temple in Persia, and that they are on the point of celebrat- 
ing the festival of the dedication and of the rediscovery — at the time of N ehemiah — of the 
holy fire, to a participation in which services the Egyptian Jews are invited. Then follows 
an account of the wonderful manner in which this fire and various articles of the furniture of 
the temple had been hidden away and subsequently found, together with other statements 
concerning Solomon’s feast of dedication, the commentaries of Nehemiah, his collection of 
national writings, and the one made by Judas. The letter closes with a repetition of the in- 
vitation to the dedicatory feast. 

Next after these letters comes the preface of the epitomizer, in which he gives the sources 
and aims of his work (ii. 19-32). He then proceeds to narrate in two principal sections 
(others say five, corresponding to the five books of Jason and ending, respectively, with iii. 
40, vii. 42, x. 9, xiii. 26, xv. 37), the course of events in Jewish history from the reign of Se- 
leucus IV. Philopator (B. c. 175), to the death of Nicanor (B. c. 161). The principal events 
noticed in the first section are the fruitless attempt of Heliodorus to rob the temple (iii.); the 
purchase from Antiochus Epiphanes of the high priest’s office by Jason and the latter’s 
promise to introduce Greek customs among the Jews (iv. 1-22); the succession of Menelaus 
to the high priesthood, who outdoes Jason in his subserviency to the heathenish tendencies 
of the time (iv. 23-50); portents in the skies; an attack of Jason on Jerusalem; the bloody 
retribution which Antiochus Epiphanes exacts for the same; and the coming of Apollonius 
with a hostile army still further to oppress the people (v. 1-vi. 17). Then follows (vi. 18- 
vii. 42) an extended account of the martyrdom of Eleazer, and a mother with her seven sons. 
At this point Judas Maccabeeus appears in the foreground, assembles about him an army of 
patriots, and makes war upon the oppressors of his people, as well during the reign of Anti- 
ochus Epiphanes as during that of his successor, Antiochus V. Eupator, until the final defeat 
and death of the great Syrian general, Nicanor. There is first noticed (viii.) a defeat of the 
Syrian army led by Nicanor, Timotheus, and Bacchides; then, the miserable death of Anti- 
ochus Epiphanes (ix.), and finally, closing the section, the cleansing of the temple (x. 1-9) and 
the establishment of a yearly festival in commemoration of the same. The new section opens 
with an account of a campaign undertaken against the Idumzans; a victory over Timotheus; 
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the capture of Gazara (x. 10-38); the defeat of an army under Lysias, and the securing of a 
treaty of peace through him (xi.). The Syrian governors, however, manifesting their hostil- 
ity soon after, Judas punishes them severely, and conquers not only Timotheus and Gorgias 
(xii.), but an immense force led by Lysias and the king in person, the latter being compelled 
to make peace (xiii.) on terms most favorable to the Jews. ‘Three years later, on the acces- 
sion of Demetrius I. to the throne, Nicanor was sent again against Judea, but his army was 
utterly routed and he himself killed. The day of this victory, the 13th of Adar, was set 
apart to be observed as a yearly festival (xiv. 1-xv. 36). The epitomizer closes with certain 
characteristic remarks concerning the nature of his work (xv. 37-39). 


The Two Introductory Letters. 


Even from this bare summary of the contents of our book it will be seen that the two letters 
with which it opens have no historical connection with it. Whether they were placed in their 
present position by the original compiler of Jason’s work, as some suppose (Eichhorn, Vai- 
hinger, Keil, Ewald, Fritzsche), or by a later hand (Bertholdt, Grimm, Paulus), it is evi- 
dent that they could not have been composed by either. In that case, we should have ex- 
pected to find them ina a different part of the history, namely, after x. 1-9, where they chron- 
ologically belong. The language and style, too, are quite different from those of the principal 
work. Besides, they show in some particulars the baldest contradictions to it, such as could 
not well have escaped the attention of our compiler had the letters passed through his hands 
(ef. i, 11-16 with ix.). The particle 5¢ which connects them with the body of the work 
might, after the analogy of the Hebrew, have properly stood where it now does, without refer- 
ence to anything going before. The obvious aim of the book, as in the main coincident with 
that of the epistles, would have furnished a sufficient occasion for their being prefixed by a 
later hand. Bertholdt (Hinleit., p. 1075) suggests that it may have been he who first con- 
nected them with the version of the LXX. But this is mere conjecture. 

The two letters had different authors as is evident from strongly marked differences in lan- 
guage and style. Whether one or both were originally composed in Hebrew it is not now 
possible to decide with certainty. There is more reason, however, for suspecting this of the 
first than of the second, while the latter, in its form, bears more than the former the stamp 
of an official document. They are without any real connection with one another, external or 
internal, except in the one matter of an invitation to the Egyptian Jews on the part of their 
brethren at Jerusalem to observe the feast of dedication. Where they were expected to ob- 
serve it, whether at Jerusalem or in their own temple at Leontopolis, is, indeed, not directly 
stated, but it seems to be implied throughout, that it would be celebrated with more propriety 
at Jerusalem. This appears, at least, to be one motive for the narrative contained in the 
second letter concerning the miraculous manner in which Jehovah had protected and honored 
the temple on Mount Zion. 

The second of the letters is very generally considered by critics to lack genuineness. Some 
of the reasons adduced for this opinion, however, have no great force. It is not absolutely 
necessary, for instance, to suppose, with Grimm and most others, that the observance of the 
festival referred to in i. 18 was the first dedication which occurred after the cleansing of the 
temple in the time of Antiochus Epiphanes. It might have been some other of the later 
yearly observances of the same. If so, the letter would not, in this particular, come in con- 
flict with the acknowledged historical fact that the first celebration of this kind took place be- 
fore the death of Antiochus Epiphanes, while our letter was not written, according to data 
furnished by itself, until after his death (cf. Keil, Com., in loc.). Again, the fact that the let- 
ter contains such legends as that concerning the rediscovery of the holy fire, would not cer- 
tainly, in itself, prove it spurious, though it is not so easy to understand how the Sanhedrin at 
Jerusalem could have given countenance to fabulous stories of this sort. So too, it is possible 
to regard the acknowledged contradictions to veritable history which the composition contains 
(cf. i. 13 ff. with 1 Mace. vi. and 2 Mace. ix.), as being actual reports in circulation at that 
time, to which the Jews, high and low, gave a willing and too credulous hearing. Further, 
it is by no means certain, as’ Grimm (Einleit., p. 23), Movers (Loci Quidam, p. 13), and 
others seem to suppose, that our letter (ii. 1, 4, 13), sent out under the direction of the San- 
hedrin, cites certain apocryphal works as Scripture (ypapn). Still, all these suspicious cir- 


552 THE APOCRYPHA. 


a ee 
cumstances taken together must be regarded as having no little weight, even if there were 
nothing of a more positive character to throw light upon them. But at one point (i. 18), we 
find the obviously false statement that Nehemiah rebuilt the temple and the altar, that is, that 
is ascribed to him which was done by Zerubbabel. Such a distortion of fact would not have 
been possible in a composition really emanating from Judas Maccabzus and the learned and 
influential men who made up the Jewish Sanhedrin at that time. 

It has been urged against the genuineness of the first letter, that it contains an invitation to 
the Egyptian Jews to participate in the celebration of the feast of dedication in the year 188 
of the Seleucian era (B. ¢. 125), or forty years afier this festival was first established. To this 
objection it is replied (so Schliinkes), that the letter itself refers also to another communi- 
cation of the same purport, sent nineteen years earlier, when under the government of Ptolemy 
Philometor there was danger that the newly-built temple at Leontopolis might attract more at- 
tention to itself than that at Jerusalem. And the fact that one such letter was written a score 
of years after the establishment of the feast of dedication, would favor the view that another 
might have been written another score of years later with the same general purpose. It is 
by no means certain, however, that the building of the temple at Leontopolis took place, as 
Schliinkes, relying on Josephus (Antiq., xii. 9,§ 7; xiii. 3, §§ 1-3), supposes, between the years 
160 and 165 of the Seleucian era. (Cf. Ewald, Geschichte d. Volk. Is., iv. 462 ff.) Josephus 
in these passages may have been influenced by the logical, rather than the chronological con- 
nection of events. Still, the bare fact of an allusion to a former letter might be considered, 
if taken alone, a strong, incidental proof of genuineness. But Grimm, following Wernsdorf, 
Eichhorn, and others, finds an anachronism in verse 7, where ‘‘ the extremity of trouble ’’ 
(ev 7H OAtWer kal év 7H Gxkus) is spoken of as existing in the year 169 of the Seleucian era (B. Cc. 
144), when, as a matter of fact, the enemies of the Jews were at that time becoming divided 
amongst themselves, and the acme of distress for them had consequently passed. The Jews, 
at this time, had already united themselves with the party of ‘Antiochus VI. against Deme- 
trius Il. (Cf. 1 Mace. xi. 54 ff.) Hence the author probably meant by “ Demetrius,” Deme- 
trius I. Soter. In that case, however, he gave the wrong date, and so betrayed his hand as 
that of a forger. The effort of Schliinkes (cf. also Paulus in Hichhorn’s All. Bibliothek d. 
Bib. Lit., i. 240) to turn the edge of this argument by translating the preposition év by diber, 
concerning, on the supposition that it is a Hebraism and stands for 3, cannot be regarded as 
successful. This Hebrew preposition could not have that meaning in such a connection. 
Again, to the chronological objection it is replied (ef. Bertheau, Diss. de Secundo Maccabe- 
orum Libro, p. 15), that the representation of the letter may have been true in the jirst part of 
the year 169 of the Syrian chronology, the letter of Antiochus VI. to Jonathan proposing an 
alliance not being sent until later in the same year. (Cf. 1 Mace. xi. 57 ff.) But even were 
this view of the chronology probable, which is not the case, the wished-for conclusion would 
not follow. It is assumed that the crisis of difficulties did not pass for the Jews until An- 
tiochus VI. proposed a Jewish alliance. But it had passed several years earlier. In fact, 
the experiences of the Jews during the entire reign of Demetrius II. were of a far milder 
character than they had been for along time previous. It was he who sent letters with “ lov- 
ing words’’ to Jonathan, in order to secure his aid against Alexander Balas. And the lat- 
ter’s conduct was quite as conciliatory as that of his rival (cf.1 Mace. xi. 66). We must 
therefore hold that the exception to this statement in the first letter is well taken, and that 
in all probability there is a chronological error, Demetrius I. and not Demetrius II. being re- 
ferred to. 


Aim of the Entire Work. 


‘The object of the compilation, as such, was clearly not to prepare a consecutive and trust- 
worthy history of the period of which it treats, but rather to furnish instruction and admoni- 
tion to the scattered and oppressed Jewish people. A more special object seems to have 
been to do honor to the temple at Jerusalem, particularly in connection with the celebration 
of the two great national festivals: that of the purification of the temple and that of the de- 
feat and death of Nicanor. The various historical events which might be,considered as fur- 
nishing illustration for such a leading purpose, and as giving point to it, are brought into the 
foreground with but little effort to preserve a chronological sequence. From the first (ii. 
19) the attention is directed to the ‘‘ great temple,’’ and the honors which even heathen 
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kings bestowed upon it, ‘‘magnifying’’ it with ‘their best gifts’? (iii, 2; ix. 163 viii. 
23). It is carefully explained why Jehovah permitted, for a time, his house to be pol- 
luted (v. 17-20), and how, subseqttently, he raised it out of its fallen condition (x.1). It is 
shown that He protected it by marvelous interpositions on various occasions, and visited with 
the severest punishment those who sought to dishonor it (iii. 24; xiii. 6-8; xiv. 32; xv. 32). 
And finally, how the Jewish people recognized these divine favors by the establishment of 
.the two great festivals already mentioned. 

Around these two festivals, in fact, the whole material of the book, in a sense, is made to 
crystallize. For this reason, probably, the account of the establishment of the first is not 
given in its historical order, before the death of Antiochus Epiphanes (see viii. 33, and cf. x. 
1, and 1 Mace. iv. 36), but for rhetorical effect, after that event. For the same reason 
the important facts connected with the death of Judas Maccabeus are wholly omitted, in 
order, as it would seem, to concentrate the interest of the reader on the contest which pre- 
ceded it, and which terminated with the death of Nicanor and its commemorative festival. 
Moreover the two introductory letters already considered, by whomsoever composed and 
placed in their present position, must be regarded as witnesses of the strongest character, 
in confirmation of the view that the emphasizing of these two festivals, particularly in the 
estimation of the Jews living in Egypt, was the principal aim of our work in its present 
form. 


Historical Worth. 


The First and Second Books of the Maccabees show no dependence on one another (so 
most critics against Hitzig, Geschichte, ii. 415), and although for a part of the period which 
they cover traversing the same path and handling, in general, the same events, their dif- 
ferences both in the order and form of their statements, are very marked. From chap. iii, 
— where the present book properly begins — to iv. 6, it is, for the most part, the only source 
of information concerning the events of which it treats. This includes, however, a period of 
only a year or two. From iv. 7 to vii. 42, the narrative corresponds in its main outlines with 
that of 1 Mace. i. 10-64, and, with some exceptions, might be received as but another en- 
larged and, on the whole, tolerably trustworthy history of the same events. The representa- 
tion, for instance, that Antiochus 1V. Epiphanes was present at the martyrdoms mentioned 
in chap. vii., must be regarded as false and incredible (cf. Com., in loc.). But other state- 
ments concerning this ruler which the present work contains and which are not to be found in 
the First Book, are confirmed by contemporaneous profane history (cf. iv. 21; v. 1). The re- 
mainder of the work (viii.—xv.) is, in its principal features, parallel with the history of 1 
Mace. iii—vii. But this can only be said in the most general sense. In details, the accounts 
differ not only as it respects order and form, but in essential contents and statements of fact 
to such a degree that all attempts to harmonize the two have been hitherto without success. 
As an illustration of the sequence in which different events are narratde in the two books 
relatively to each other, the following table may be helpful: — 








1 Mace. 2 Mace. 
lii—iv. 27. viii. 1-35. First battle of Judas against the Syrians and his victory over Nicanor 
and Gorgias. 
iv. 28-35. xi. 1-12. War with Lysias. 
xi. 13-38. His treaty of peace with the Jews. 
iv. 36-61. x. 1-8. Cleansing of the Temple. ‘ 
v. x. 10-38 & xii. War of Judas against the Idumzans. 
vi. 1-16. ix. 1-29. Death of Antiochus Epiphanes. 
vi. 17-69. xiii. Campaign of Eupator and Lysias against Judea and the treaty of 
ce. 
vii. xiv.—xy. War under Demetrius until the death of Nicanor. 


ee Ee eee 

There can be but one answer given to the question which of the two books, in the case of 
irreconcilable discrepancies, is to be followed. It has virtually been already given in our pre- 
vious characterization of the First Book and in the statement made above of the obvious spirit 
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and aim of the present one. Some examples of such discrepancies may be noticed. Accord- 
ing to 1 Mace. iv. 28-35, the Syrian general, Lysias, invaded Judea by way of Idumea, and 
was defeated by Judas Maccabeus at Bethsura. Lysias, thereupon, retired to Antioch to 
prepare for a second campaign. This was before the death of Antiochus Epiphanes. The 
Second Book of Maccabees also speaks of a defeat of Lysias at Bethsura (xi.), but puts it 
under the reign of Antiochus Eupator and makes no mention of this general at all, until the 
accession of Eupator to the throne (x. 11). Both books speak of another invasion of Judea 
by Lysias, under the same ruler (1 Mace. vi. 17-50; 2 Mace. xiii. 2 ff.), in which he was suc- 
cessful, having possessed himself of the stronghold, Bethsura. Hence, one of two theories 
seems to be necessary: either there were three campaigns of Lysias, one of which, and a dif- 
ferent one, was omitted by each of the books, or the Second Book has misplaced the one 
spoken of in the First as having oceurred under Antiochus Epiphanes. And between these 
two alternatives no candid mind can well hesitate when, in connection with the highly trust- 
worthy character of the First Book, the circumstances of the case are considered in detail. 

Again, according to 1 Macc. v., between the cleansing of the temple and the death of 
Antiochus Epiphanes there were campaigns undertaken by Judas Maccabeus against the 
neighboring heathen peoples, and also against the Syrian general Timotheus. In the Second 
Book, on the contrary, these events are separated by the first campaign of Lysias (2 Macc. 
viii. 30, x. 14-39, and xii. 2-45), and-are described so differently that they can scarcely be 
identified as the same. In fact, in the latter part of the Look, the war is said to have been 
carried on against a Syrian leader, who, as it would appear, had been previously killed (x. 
87, xii. 10, 18, 21). Again, at ix. 29, Philip is falsely and absurdly represented as leaving 
his own friendly army, immediately after the death of Antiochus Epiphanes, and taking ref- 
uge with Ptolemy Philometor in Egypt. Here and there, too (x. 11, xi. 14, 18 f.), Antiochus 
Eupator is spoken of in such a way as to give the impression that the author was quite igno- 
rant of the fact that he was simply a boy of nine years on his accession to the throne. Most 
improbable, also, is the statement, found at xii. 3-7, concerning the drowning of the Jews by 
the inhabitants of Joppa, and almost equally so, the relations described as existing between Ni- 
canor and Judas (xiv. 24 ff.). And finally, the fortress at Jerusalem was not in possession of 
the Jews at the time of Nicanor’s death (cf. xv. 31, 35, with 1 Macc. xiii. 49-51), although our 
author evidently supposes that it was. Now, for these various anachronisms and historical . 
blunders, and others which might be mentioned, it is impossible to find the same ground as 
we have already given above for the misplacing of the date of the consecration of the temple, 
after the death of Antiochus Epiphanes, that is, rhetorical considerations. Other peculiar- 
ities of the book, however, might be thus explained, though, of course, not justified. For 
instance: the obviously exaggerated account of the martyrdoms recorded in vi. 18 to vii. 42; 
the false statement concerning the place and manner of the death of Antiochus Epiphanes 
(ix.) ; the incredible circumstances connected with the suicide of Razis (xiv. 37 ff); and the 
fact that the writer ascribes in almost every instance such immense numbers to the hostile 

‘armies and allows but an inconsiderable size to that of the Jews (viii. 24, 30; x. 23, 31; xi. 
11; xii. 19; xv. 27). It is, indeed, not a history which is attempted in our work, but a warn- 
ing and an appeal to the force of which the chronicles of the Maccabean era are made to 
contribute as far as possible, and even beyond this, submitted to an extraordinary amount of 
enlargement, tawdry ornamentation and distortion, as well as, now and then, to actual falsi- 
fication. Just where the responsibility for error in particular statements lies, it is not always 
so easy to decide. One might be pardoned, however, for assuming that some part of it, at 
least, is chargeable to the epitomizer, who sets out with the positive declaration that he 
shall make the entertainment of his readers his principal aim (ii. 24-32). It may be true in 
the mains that his faults are those of one ‘‘ who interprets history to support his cause rather 
than one who falsifies its substance.” (Westcott, in Smith’s Bib. Dict., s.v.) Still, that 
there are some instances of a substantial falsification, could hardly be denied. 

To make a work true in substance, though highly embellished in form, is an ideal which 
many writers have set before them, but few, probably, under circumstances less favorable to 
success than the present one. The strength of the political and moral current on which he 
is borne and against which he makes, it should seem, no struggle, is everywhere apparent. 
That for the most part it set in the right direction may be admitted, without denying its 
power to shape all that came in contact with it. Now it shows itself in the contemptuous 
epithets which are heaped on the oppressors of Israel (iv. 1, 19; v. 9; viii. 34, 36; ix. 8, 13; 
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xii. 35; xiii. 4; xiv. 27; xv. 32); and now, in the pathetic, almost passionate outbursts of 
lamentation over the miseries that have come upon them (iii. 15-52). But God would never 
suffer the insolence of the enemy to go unpunished (vii. 37), He that had compelled many 
to flee from their native land for conscience’ sake should become at last himself a wretched 
exile (v. 9). He that had put others to torture on account of their religion, must be made 
himself to experience the pangs of insufferable agony (ix. 5). The trifler with the coals of 
the holy altar justly finds at last, amidst glowing coals, his own dreadful death (xiii. 8). The 
hand that was stretched out in challenge against the temple of God, was ere long smitten 
from the body, and the tongue that uttered blasphemies against the same, cut out (xv. 32 f.). 
The enemies of God and his people are compelled by the bitterest experience to confess the 
power of Him whom they had despised, and to make good that which they had attempted to 
destroy (iii. 38; viii. 36; ix. 17; xi. 13). There is nothing, in fact, too great or too strange 
for God to do, in order, in the end, to deliver ‘‘ his portion’’ (xiv. 15), whom, for a little 
while, on account of their sins, he would chastise and correct. In the midst of hotly con- 
tested battles, troops of angels appear and discomfit with lightnings the confident foe (x. 29 f. ; 
ef. xi. 18). Horses with ‘‘ terrible riders’’ charge upon those who enter with sacrilegious 
purpose into the sacred precincts of the temple (iii. 23-40). Dreadful portents in the skies, 
** troops of horsemen in array,’’ the ‘¢ shaking of shields,’’ ‘‘ drawing of swords,’’ and “ elit- 
ter of golden ornaments,” are made precursors of a coming evil (v. 2 f.), and other equally 
marvelous portents signalize its end. Judas Maccabeus, on one occasion, sees in vision the 
hoary Jeremiah, who reaches him a sword of gold, with promise of certain victory (xv. 12-16). 
There are no miracles in the book, but only wonders. The coloring of supernaturalism which 
it receives is as far removed from that peculiar to the Old Testament as is its history in 
other respects. Providence appears no longer as God’s providence, but man’s, shaped by his 
wishes and governed by his caprices. In short, we are here no longer in the realm of actual 
history, but have come to that border-land where the actual and the ideal mingle in an almost 
indistinguishable confusion. 

But the present book is not, on this account, to be regarded as entirely without historical 
worth. The chaff is, in general, easily recognizable as such. It is often possible to ascribe 
a basis of truth to the legends which, in their details, are the most fancifully wrought up. 
In not a few important points it agrees with the First Book, which is much to its credit, since 
the two, as we have already noticed, must have been of wholly independent origin. (Cf. iv.— 
vi. 10, with 1 Mace. i. 10-64.) It agrees, also, in several clear instances, with Josephus, who 
seems never to have shown acquaintance with it, and that, in particulars of which the First 
Book makes no mention. (iv., vi. 2; xiii. 83-8; xiv. 1. Cf. Josephus, Antig., xii., xiii.) 
Moreover, in some instances of minor difference from this Jewish historian, the present work 
seems to have the better claim to trustworthiness. 


= 


Religious Character. 


We have already alluded to the decided religious cast of the present work, when compared 
with the First Book of Maccabees, and to the fact that this is something more than a matter 
of simple coloring, — that it shows, indeed, a positive polemic and dogmatic tendency and 
aim throughout. Nothing is here left, as in the First Book, to make its own impression; 
everything is interpreted, and Jehovah himself seems sometimes to be used simply to set off 
and enforce prevailing theological conceptions. In 1 Maccabees the very name of God is 
left unspoken, here it is freely used. Rewards and punishments are apportioned according 
to a fixed order of providence, which as little overlooks the covenant people as it spares 
those who are hostile to them. The view, however, is everywhere an external and superficial 
one. It never rises to the level of the higher spiritual uses of trouble, such as characterizes, 
for example, the Book of Job. Indeed, there is comparatively little appeal to the Scriptures 
for the support of doctrine. (Cf. 1 Mace. xii. 9.) Tradition, on the contrary, seems to have 
already begun to tithe its mint, anise, and cummin, while the voice of prophecy is heard ever 
more faintly. There is no evidence of a Messianic hope among the people. A gathering to- 
gether in Palestine of all the scattered Israelites of the earth is the acme of expectation. 
Even the doctrine of the resurrection of the body, which appears in such surprising definite- 
ness and fullness (vii. 36), seems not to have been developed as we might have expected, from 
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the later prophetic intimations, but to be based rather on some vague theory of the divine 
covenant. 

If Geiger was able in the First Book to find evidences of a Sadduceean tendency (see Ur- 
schrift, p. 206 ff.), he has still more solid ground under his feet in arguing that here we have 
the work of a Pharisee of the Pharisees. That the two books are widely diverse in spirit 
and drift is evident enough ; that they were written, however, with positive antagonistic ref- 
erence to each other, as this critic supposes, it is not so easy to show. The attitude of the 
Second Book toward the priestly Maccabean family is quite another one from that of the 
First. Judas figures prominently, it is true, but even his heroic end is passed over in silence, 
and we hear nothing of the family lineage, the family tomb, and the glory of the family name 
in the later time. As little honor as possible, in fact, is conceded anywhere to the priestly 
order, the Zadokites. Their weaknesses and sins, on the other hand, are painted in the 
deepest colors (iv. 13,17). It is Jason and Menelaus who form the central point of the-apos- 
tasy to heathenism. Not a single priest is mentioned among the number of those who suffered 
torture unto death for their religion, but it was one of ‘‘ the principal scribes ”? (vi. 18 ff. 
Cf. 1 Mace. vii. 12), who was the first to show a faith and courage superior to all that kingly 
malice could invent to overcome them. This is the more remarkable, since it is quite other- 
wise in the Fourth Book of Maccabees, where similar scenes are described. 

But particularly in his doctrinal position and teachings does our author betray his partisan 
leanings. Here we find no encouragement, as in the First Book, to even the slightest relax- 
ation in the outward observance of the Sabbath, be the circumstances what they may (v. 25; 
vi. 11; viii. 26; xii. 88; xv. 1). Scattered thick, however, are angel appearances, startling 
wonders, prophetic visions, and other similar things which stamp the work as thoroughly 
Pharisaic. And in nothing does this more clearly appear than in its teaching concerning the 
doctrine of the resurrection. The abruptness with which we are here suddenly, without pre- 
vious preparation, brought face to face with it in a certain dogmatic completeness is, in fact, 
almost startling. It has the appearance, it cannot be denied, of polemic design. Again and 
again, as to a favorite theme, he comes back to it and puts in the mouth of nearly all his 
heroes (vii. 9, 11, 14, 23, 29, 36) allusions to it of greater or less distinctness. He seeks 
even to bring the weight of Judas’ influence to tell in its favor (xii. 43), declaring that his 
conduct on a certain occasion admits of no other interpretation than that he was ‘‘ mindful 
of the resurrection.”’ 


The Chronology Followed. 


It has been held by some critics that a part of the apparent discrepancies between the First 
and Second Books of Maccabees may have arisen from the use of a different chronology, and 
not be real discrepancies. We have noticed in the Commentary below the various instances 
of this kind as they appear. But a few words here on the general subject may not be out of 
place. The following are some of the theories of critics touching this matter. Scaliger, 
Usher, Prideaux, and others, hold that while the First Book begins the Seleucian era with 
Nisan (April), the Second begins it with Tisri (October) of the year B. c. 312. Wernsdorf, 
again, thinks the First Book begins with Tisri, 312, and the Second, Tisri, 311. Further, 
Ideler, whom Grimm follows, is of the opinion that the First Book reckons from Nisan, 312, 
the Second, from Tisri, 311. And, finally, Wieseler, who has written a great deal on the 
subject (cf. Com. at 1 Mace. i. 10), argues that the First Book begins with Tebeth, the tenth 
Hebrew month, or January of the Roman year, B. C. 312, while the Second begins with Tisri 
of the same year. In this Commentary we have adopted the view more recently advocated 
by Keil (Com., passim) and by Schiirer (Neutest. Zeitgeschichte, p. 16 ff.), that both books 
receive the same chronology, that of the Seleucian year, which begins in the autumn of B. c. 
312. 

There is good evidence, indeed, that the months in both codes were reckoned according to 
the Jewish method beginning with Nisan, corresponding with our April (cf. 1 Mace. iv. 52; 
x. 21; 2 Mace. xv. 36), but it does not therefore follow that the era itself was made to begin 
at this point. The ‘‘ unanswerable?’ proof which Grimm finds at 1 Mace. x. 21, that the 
author of that book dated the era from Nisan rests on the assumption that the Seleucian year 
usually began with the beginning of Tisri (October), which is, however, not to be insisted on, 
but only that it began in the autumn of the year B. c. 312. And the feast of tabernacles, 
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which is there spoken of, might have taken place at the end of the year, as in the case men- 
tioned, Ex. xxiii. 16. The theory of Wieseler rests, principally, on the statement of Josephus 
(Antig., xiv. 16, § 2), that the year of the capture of Jerusalem by Herod (B. c. 38-37) was a 
Sabbatie year, since the assumption which he makes, that Jewish tradition favors the view 
that the year before the destruction of the same (A. D. 68-69) was a Sabbatic year, is not 
correct. But this unsupported statement of Josephus must, for a number of reasons, be re- 
garded as false. Cf., in addition to Schiirer, as above, Caspari, in Stud. u. Krit., 1877, i., p. 
181 ff. 

The various displacements of the Second Book are those of matter, rather than of dates. 
There is, in fact, but one real instance where a difference of dates can be certainly predi- 
cated of the two works (cf. 1 Mace. vii. 20 with 2 Mace. xiii. 1). On this Grimm (Com., in 
toc.) well remarks: ‘* One does the author of the Second Book quite too much honor, against 
whom so many historical and chronological offenses have been proved, in seeking to harmo- 
nize, at the expense of difficult combinations, the differences between it and the First Book, 
or in explaining them through the supposition of a different beginning for the Seleucian 
era.’’ It is, indeed, quite possible that our author in the present case was led into error by a 
previous misstatement at x. 3, where the desolation of the temple is said to have lasted but 
two years, instead of three: (Cf. 1 Macc. iv. 52.) 


Sources of the Work. 


The work of Jason of Cyrene, from which the compiler of 2 Macc. professes to have de-- 
rived his material (ii. 19 ff.), is nowhere else mentioned. It consisted of five books, and’ 
treated, according to this witness, of the deeds of Judas Maccabeus and his brethren, of the: 
purification of the temple and dedication of the altar, of the wars against Antiochus Epiph- 
anes and his son Eupator, of the heavenly portents, of the recovery of the temple, the secur-- 
ing of freedom to the city, and the vindication of Jewish rights. As the compiler mentions: 
no other literary sources which he used than this one work of Jason, so is it also probable 
that he had no other. The reasons given by Bertholdt (Finleit., pp. 1065, 1070) for supposing 
that he made use of the last-named authority only in what is included between chapters iv.— 
xi. (Grotius, also, held that other sources were used for xii—xy.), are not of sufficient weight 
to carry conviction to many minds. They come mostly from ascribing too much originality 
to the mere compiler, more, indeed, than in his prefatory remarks he claims for himself, or 
is even willing to have imputed to himself. The fact that in his general résumé of the con- 
tents of Jason’s work he does not mention the circumstance that it included events which 
took place under Seleucus IV. and under Demetrius I., furnishes no ground for suppos- 
ing that it did not. The most of what he narrates took place, as he says, under Antiochus: 
Epiphanes and Eupator. There is every reason to suppose, indeed, from the position that: 
the epitomizer assumes at the outset, that if he had used other historical material he would 
have felt bound to mention it, since he naively refuses to be responsible for his statements, 
on the ground that he has merely collected, colored, and arranged what another, whom he 
cites by name, has said. With this view, too, the structure and the style of the work suffi- 
ciently well correspond. The discrepancies existing between different parts (cf. x. 37, with 
x. 11, 10, 8, 21, and ix. 29 with xiii. 23) are generally, without doubt, faults which are 
chargeable to the original composition, and not to the abridgment. The exaggeration and. 
highly wrought embellishments scattered here and there are another matter. 

There is no a priori ground for holding that Jason of Cyrene would have written in any 
other language than Greek, and the internal evidences of a Greek original for the present 
book are next to indisputable, even if we had not the positive testimony of Jerome (Prol. Gal.) 
to the same effect. Whether he had written sources of information before him in the compo- 
sition of his history it is now impossible to say. The citation of ostensibly original letters in 
chaps. ix. and xi. can be allowed to have but little weight in settling the point, since in all 
probability they are not genuine. If Jason did have access to documentary authorities, it 
would be unsafe to ascribe to them any great importance, as it respects either amount or trust- 
worthiness. The section extending from chap. iii. to vi. 11, is by far the most likely of any tor 
have been based on some fixed historical data as ground-work, but the confusion and uncer- 
tainty of oral tradition are to a greater or less extent everywhere apparent. The work, in 
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fact, is decidedly anecdotal in style, and but little pains have been taken to make smooth 
transitions from one subject to another. Cf. viii. 30; x. 19, 37; xii. 35; xiii. 24; xiv. 19. 


Concerning Jason. 


The question who Jason was and where he wrote, cannot be answered with any great degree 
of certainty. That he was identical with the Jason sent by Judas Maccabeus (1 Mace. viii. 17) 
as ambassador to Rome, as Herzfeld argues (Geschichie, i. 455), cannot be accepted on the basis 
of the single circumstance that the names are the same, for this critic has little else of import- 
ance to offer in the way of proof for his conjecture. Further, the theory that Jason gathered 
his historical material in Palestine, as Scholz (Einleit., p. 661) maintains, is quite as destitute 
of real support, besides having against it the consideration that, if such had been the case, he 
could hardly have failed to discover the First Book of Maccabees, or, if that was not yet writ- 
ten, or was not in general circulation, some of the documents on which it is based. On the other 
hand, the fact that Jason is mentioned as being ‘‘ of Cyrene,’’ does not force us to conclude 
that he usually resided there, or that this was his home at the time that his book was composed. 
There is not a little evidence, indeed, that it had its origin in Syria rather than in Africa, or 
in the neighborhood of Alexandria (cf. Graetz, Geschichte, ii., note xvi.). In all that relates 
to the Syrian kingdom and the cities of the coast, his information is relatively full and minute, 
while in that which concerns Egypt and even Palestine, it is both inconsiderable and remark- 
ably imperfect. He knows, for instance, not only Heliodorus, but the less important Sostra- 
tus (iv. 27). He can give the name of a mistress of Antiochus Epiphanes (iv. 30). The 
different rank and various antecedents of Syrian officers are stated with surprising detail: 
Apollonius was pvodpxns, that is, governing Mysia (v. 24). Nicanor had been kumpidpxns 
(xii. 2); still another of the same name, an éAepavrdpxns (xiv. 12), and from these two he 
distinguishes a third, a ‘‘ son of Patroclus” (viii. 9). He knows the names of the persons 
who set fire to the gates of the temple (viii. 33), and that Timotheus had a brother called 
Chareas (x. 32). 

Respecting Palestine on the other hand, he shows acquaintance, indeed, with leading per- 
sonages and events, but in details, a remarkable ignorance. Especially is this true in the 
matter of geography, as will appear, for instance, from an examination of his description of 
the campaigns of Judas Maccabeus in Perea. The same is true of Egypt. It is not easy 
to understand if the writer lived in Alexandria, or even in Cyrene, why he has omitted many 
events occurring in this country which had the most direct connection with his history, or 
why those which are mentioned appear in their present form. The evidences of inclination 
towards the Alexandrian philosophy which Gfrorer and Dihne profess to find (iii. 24, 29 f., 
88 f.; xiv. 15), are far from clear, particularly when taken in connection with other passages 
in which the principles of that philosophy are, in effect, combated (cf. vii.; xiv. 46; xii. 44). 
The author seems, indeed, wherever he lived, to have belonged to the right wing of the or- 
thodox party of the Jews, and to have remained thoroughly loyal to the theocratic spirit and 
traditions of his fatherland. 


Concerning the Epitomist. 


If it woyld appear too venturesome to attempt to decide with certainty from present data 
on the place of residence of the author of the work before us, it might be thought more so 
to seek to determine that of the epitomist. It is impossible to say just what relation the lat- 
ter sustains to the composition as it now exists, whether he has simply controlled its form, as 
he seems to intimate (ii. 28, 31; xv. 38), or has also modified, to a considerable extent, its 
substance. Which it was, Jason or the epitomist, who first took as his aim that which, as 
we have before noticed, is the evident object of the composition, it is impossible with abso- 
lute positiveness now to decide, and on that decision depends for its solution the second ques- 
tion relating to the manner in which the final editor has carried out his professed purpose, as 
well as others that concern his probable place of residence, his party connections, relicious 
views, and the like. Without plain proof to the contrary, however, it would seem to be ‘most 
proper to take our compiler for what he claims to be, that is, for one who has sought to put 
in a more pleasing and readable form the voluminous work of Jason while leaving its sub- 
stance essentially unchanged. 
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To ascribe to the epitomist all that has a bearing on what is obviously the final object of 
the work would be clearly unjust. He distinctly disavows, for instance, his responsibility for 
the staple of his narrative concerning the supernatural appearances, etc., which he describes 
(ii. 21). But if the original work of Jason bore at all the stamp of an appeal to the Egyp- 
tian Jews to do honor to the temple in Jerusalem, especially in connection with the two great 
festivals commemorating respectively the dedication and Nicanor’s death, then it is probable 
that it bore it throughout and decidedly, and some part at least of the blame relating to the 
confusion into which the history has been brought may be chargeable to him alone. It is also 
favorable to the view that the epitomist had very little to do with the fundamental matter of 
the work, that his style and his thought, where he is acknowledged to speak for himself, as 
in the prefatory and concluding words, are quite different from the rest of the book, and betray 
an order of intelligence and literary taste considerably below that which prevails in other 
parts. The work of Jason, it is certainly safe to say, found a warm admirer in the person 
of our epitomist and in the circle to which he belonged. It does not at all follow, however, 
as Grimm appears to suppose (Hinleit., p. 21), that because it seems to have been written for 
Egyptian Jews, that therefore it must have been composed in Egypt, or at least put into its 
present shape there. One might better, it should seem, draw just the contrary conclusion 
from that circumstance. The additional fact that the compiler speaks of Jason as having been 
from Cyrene might, indeed, be taken as evidence that he himself was not from Cyrene, but 
not that he was not a resident of some part of the Syrian empire. But toattempt to fix upon 
anything more definite respecting either his person or his social surroundings would lead us 
into the realm of pure conjecture. 


Language and Style. 


As we have before said, there can be no doubt that 2 Maccabees was originally written in 
Greek. Naturally Hebraisms occur, but they are much fewer and less marked than was to 
have been expected and than was common with works having such an origin, handling such 
material, and written for such an object as the present book. They are mostly confined to 
single expressions and do not extend to any great degree to grammatical forms. It is an in- 
teresting circumstance bearing on this point, that the word for Jerusalem is nowhere rendered 
by the Hebraistic form ‘Iepoveadfu, but always by the Greek ‘IepovcddAuua. The Greek used is, 
in general, that employed by profane writers of the first or second centuries before Christ, 
particularly by Polybius. The style is highly rhetorical. The author seems to delight in allit- 
eration. We find, for instance, &yew ayava (iv. 18), %AAos aAAaxA (xii. 22), adrds abrdh (xv. 
37), and numerous other instances of the same sort. In fact, critics have availed themselves 
of this marked characteristic of the writer, in order to determine the proper reading in some 
cases of special doubt. He shows himself, also, to be master of an exceedingly rich vocabu- 
lary of Greek words and expressions, in the different dress which he gives to the same thought, 
and in the variety and splendor of his ornamentation (iii. 30; iv. 15; v. 13, 20; viii. 18. Cf. 
iii. 28; vi. 25 f.; vii. 21). Sometimes, however, his rhetoric degenerates into a mere striving | 
for effect, with little or no reference to the subject in hand. At xiii. 19, 22, 26, for example, 
one might almost suppose he was trying to ring as many changes as possible on Cwsar’s 
‘vent, vidi, vici.” 

Unusual words and expressions, moreover, or words used in an uncommon sense, are some- 
what frequent. But as we have generally called attention to them when they occur, they need 
not be here noticed except by reference (cf. ii. 25, piAoppovety ets t1; iv. 21, 34, 37; Vv. 20; vi. 
5, 8, Whpiua; viii. 19, 27; x. 13, 14, eroreuorpdper; xi. 4, weppevwpévos; xiil. 22; xiv. 11, 24, 
Yuxieas). The writer shows a special liking for a certain circumlocution, that is, for the use 
of the word zoveio@ar with the verbal idea expressed by a substantive in the accusative. He 
speaks of making a report, for instance (ii. 30), as toreioGa Adyov, just as we often say, ‘he 
made a report ’’ instead of ‘‘he reported.” This is common, too, in 3 Maccabees. ‘The ob- 
ject was not simply to give variety but emphasis as well. See other similar instances at 2 
Mace. iii. 33; iv. 27, 44; viii. 29; ix. 2; xii. 23, 30 et passim. 


Time of Composition. 


The book itself offers but few data for determining with exactness either the time when it 
was compiled or originally composed. At xv. 37, the epitomist says that from the year B. Cc. 
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161 the Israelites had held Jerusalem. But this, it is clear, cannot be interpreted strictly. 
The first of the two letters which precedes the composition and bears the date B. ©. 125, proves 
that the book could not have been written before that time. On the other hand, its scope 
and aim throughout, as we have seen, presuppose the existence of the temple and its service, 
and hence it must have had its origin previous to the destruction of Jerusalem, A. D. 70. 
This follows also, from the generally admitted fact that 4 Maccabees, which is based upon 
our work, was written before the final overthrow of the holy city. The estimation in which 
the Romans were held, too, had changed not a little from that which appears to prevail in the 
former work (viii. 10,36). And the whole style of representation, in the Second Book, 
shows that a considerable period must have elapsed since the events described occurred, dur- 
ing which a fluctuating oral tradition combined with strongly developed doctrinal tendencies 
had given them a different cast from that which they originally bore. The supposed remin- 
iscence or citation of 2 Macc. in Hebrews xi. 35, which also was written before the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, is too uncertain to have much weight in the matter before us. The first 
undisputed reference to it is found in Clement of Alexandria (Strom., v. sec. 98), who speaks 
of it as the ‘‘ epitome.”’ 


Ecclesiastical Standing. 


‘ 


Josephus seems not to have been acquainted with our book. At least, where his history 
runs parallel with it (cf. iv. 7 ff. with Antiq., xii. 5, § 1; vi. 2 with Antiq., xii. 5, § 2; xiii. 
3-8 with Antig., xii. 9, § 7; and xiv. 1 with Antiq., xiii. 5, § 1), the differences are, in detail, 
too great to justify the theory of such an acquaintance. Jewish writers of a later day, while 
making great use of certain parts of it for the purpose of illustrating and embellishing rab- 
binical doctrine, never held it to be canonical (Zunz, p. 123). The history of the martyrs 
which is found in it, was also a favorite subject of reference in the early church, subsequent 
to the time of Origen, and by this means, as it would appear, it attained at the time of Jerome 
and Augustine to a standing approaching that of the acknowledged books of Scripture. These 
martyrs were praised in the highest degree by Chrysostom, and held up as examples worthy 
of imitation. Although living under the old economy, they were reckoned among the “holy 
choir of martyrs for Christ.” (Cf. Grimm, Com., p. 133.) A festival in honor of the “ Mac- 
cabees,’’ under which name all that suffered for the truth in their times were included, was 
early instituted in both the Greek and Latin churches, and a commemorative basilica erected 
in Antioch. The latest traces of the festival are found in the third century. The more definite 
views of Origen and Jerome touching the canonical authority of the First and Second Books 
of the Maccabees have already been given in connection with the former. The distinction 
which they theoretically, at least, recognized as existing between books canonical and eccle- 
siastical was far less emphasized by Augustine, who says (Civ. Dei, xviii. 36): ‘* Horum 
supputatio temporum non in scripturis sanctis, que canonice appellantur, sed in aliis invenitur ; 
in quibus sunt et Maccabeorum libri, quos non Jude@i, sed ecclesia pro canonicis habet propter 
quorundam martyrum passiones.’’ Jn the canon of the Abyssinian church both Books of the 
Maccabees were adopted, but less with reference to their contents and history than to the 
wish to have as large a number of Biblical books as possible (cf. Dillmann in Herzog’s Encyk., 
i., p. 168). The later history of 2 Maccabees is in general coincident with that of the remain- 
ing Old Testament apocryphal literature. Protestants have ordinarily placed it consider- 
ably lower in the scale than the First Book. Luther even wished that it had never had 
existence, and found a specially hard knot in the account of Razis (xiv. 37 ff.). The Roman 
Catholic view, on the other hand, may be judged from the decision given at the Council of 
Trent, taken in connection with the fact that the so-called “relics of the Maccabees ”’? con- 
tinue to this day to be among their objects of superstitious regard. 


Text and Versions. 


The text of the Second Book of Maccabees is derived from the same codices as the First, ex- 
cept that the former is wanting in the Sinaitic Codex and in 134., and the same remarks apply 
here that were made above in the characterization of these several MSS. Two old versions 
exist of the work, a Latin and a Syriac. The former was made before the time of Jerome and 
corresponds closely with the Greek. The Syriac is more of the nature of a paraphrase and 
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shows also great ignorance and carelessness in the translation. Both versions are of consid- 
erable critical importance, chiefly, however, as helping to establish in doubtful cases the 
readings of the MSS. There is no evidence in either of the versions that a different recen- 
sion of the original text was followed. The Latin text of the Second Book exists but in one 
form, and not, as in the case of the First, in two. The so-called ‘‘ Second Book of Macca- 
bees,’’ which appears in Arabic in Walton’s Polyglot, is, as we have already observed, an 
entirely different work from the present one. 
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THE SECOND BOOK 


OF THE 


MACCABEES. 


Cuapter I. 


1 To our brethren, the Jews throughout Egypt, greeting: Your brethren, the 
Jews in Jerusalem and in the land of Judea wish you the highest prosperity.’ 
And may? God be gracious? unto you, and remember his covenant with * Abra- 
ham, and ® Isaac, and Jacob, his faithful® servants ; and give you all a heart to 
honor’ him, and to do his will® with a good courage and a willing mind ;* and open 
your heart with respect to! his law and commandments,” and give 2 peace, and 
hear your prayers, and be at one*® with you, and not™ forsake you in time of 
6, 7 trouble.” And now we are? here praying for you. During “ the reign of Deme- 
trius,® in the hundred threescore and ninth year,’ we the Jews wrote * unto you in 
the extremity of affliction * that came upon us in those years, from the time that 
Jason and his adherents “ revolted from the holy land and kingdom,* and men 
8 burnt the gate, and shed innocent blood; and * we prayed unto the Lord, and 
were heard; we offered also a sacrifice ” and fine flour, and lighted the lamps, and 
9 set forth the loaves. And now keep” the feast of tabernacles in the month Chase- 
leu ” in the hundred fourscore and eighth ® year. 
10 The people in®™ Jerusalem and in Judwa, and the council, and Judas, send * 
greeting and health unto Aristobulus, king Ptolemy’s teacher, who is, moreover, of 
11 the race * of the anointed priests, and to the Jews that are * in Egypt. Inasmuch ® 
as God hath delivered us from great perils, we thank him highly as those who would, 
12 if need be, fight against the ®° king. For he himself * cast them out ** that fought 
18 within the holy city. For when the leader came 8 into Persia, and the army with 
him that seemed to be “ invincible, they were slain in the temple of Nanza through * 


Or Co bo 


Vers. 1, 2.—1A.V.: The brethren, the Jews that be at J erusalem and in the land of Judea, wish unto the brethren, 
the Jews that are throughout Egypt, health and peace (see Com.). 2 omits And may. 3 (ayaboroujoat, as & 
compound peculiar to ecclesiastical Greek. Of. Tob. xii. 14.) 4 that he made with. 5 omits and. 6 Cf. 
1 Mace. ii. 52. 

Vers. 8-5. —7 A. V.: serve (o¢Bec@ar). 8 (Plur., @cAjparta, 2%. €., the various expressions of his will.) 9 (Wuxi. 
Cf. 1 Chron. xxviii. 9, Heb. and Gr.) 1° _ hearts (so 19. 62. 64. 98.) in (see Com.). 11 (év rots mpootdypacr.) 12 send 


(moujoar; see Com.) you (19. 62, 64. 98., dcr). 18 (See Com.) 14 never. ITY MAYA. Cf. Ps 
xxxvii. 19. : 

Vers. 6-9.—16 A. V.: be. 17 Whattimeas. 18 Demetrius reigned. 19 (See Com.) © wrote (perf., yeypadyj- 
kapev; IIT. 28. 44. 62. 64. al., yeypddanev, which is the earlier form of the same. See Comm.). 21 extremity of 
trouble (lit., in the affliction, and in the extremity, but by hendiadys as rendered). 22 company. 23 (i. e., of God. 
The idea is peculiar to this place in the Old Testament, unless we have it in Tob. xiii. 1; Wisd. vi. 4.) 24 omits men. 
25 porch. 20 then. 27 also sacrifices (so 44. 55. 62. 64. 74. 93. 248. Co. Ald.). 8 see that ye keep (iva aynre. 
There is an ellipsis, and ypahouwev might be supplied). 29 Casleu. 8 eight. ; 

Vers, 10-12. —%1 A. V.: that were at. 82 sent. 88 Ptolemeus’ master who (8. ‘The particle 6é after 6vre as 
introducing a somewhat new, differing from what went before, yet not exactly antithetic predicate is in accordance 
with classical usage.” Keil. Cf. Com.) was of the stock. %4 were (notin Greek), 85 Insomuch. 86 as having 
been in battle (for waparagamévous, Grimm and Keil prefer rapataccouévous, with IIT. 19. 55. 62. 64. 93. 106.) against a 
(see Com.).  °7 omits himself (avrds, emphatic). 88 See Com. 

Ver. 18. —89 A. V.: was come. 40 omitstobe. 4 by. 


2 MACCABEES. 563 





14 the deceit of Nanea’s priests.!. For? as though he would marry her, came both An- 

‘tiochus * into the place, and his friends that were with him, to take the treasures 

15 as*adowry. And ® when the priests of Nana had set them out,° and he had” en- 

tered with a small company within the inclosure * of the temple, they shut the tem- 

16 ple when Antiochus had entered, opened the concealed ® door of the roof, hurled 

stones, and struck down the leader as with a thunderbolt, and hewing '° them in pieces, 

17 and smiting™ off their heads, they cast” them to those that were without. Blessed 

18 de our God in all things, who hath delivered up * the ungodly. Since now we pur- 

pose }* to keep the purification of the temple upon the five and twentieth day of 

Chaseleu,® we thought it necessary to inform you of it,® that ye also might keep 

it, after the manner of the feast of ” tabernacles, and in commemoration ** of the 

fire given ® when Neemias offered sacrifice, having built both” the temple and the 

19 altar. For when our fathers were led into Persia, the priests that were then de- 

vout took some of! the fire of the altar privily, and hid it in an excavation of a 

cistern having a dry place,” where they preserved it so sure ™ that the place was 

20 unknown to all men. But after many years had elapsed,” when it pleased God, 

Neemias, having been sent by” the king of Persia, dispatched the descendants of 

the “ priests that had hid it, for * the fire ; but * when they told us ® they found no 

21 fire, but thick water ; he commanded ® them to descend and ®* bring ?ft ; and when 

that which pertained to ® the sacrifices had been brought together,** Neemias com- 

manded the priests to sprinkle both ® the wood and the things laid thereupon with 

22 the water. But when this had taken place, and some time had elapsed, and the sun 

shone out, which before was beclouded,** there was a great fire * kindled, so that 

23 all®* marveled. And the priests made a prayer whilst the sacrifice was consuming, 

both ® the priests, and all the rest, Jonathan beginning, and the rest responding 
24 aloud,” as Neemias did. And the prayer was after this manner: 

O Lord, Lord God, Creator of all things, who art fearful, and strong, and right- 

25 eous, and merciful, the*! only and gracious King, the only giver,” the only right- 

eous,® and # almighty, and everlasting, thou that deliverest Israel from every evil, 

26 thou that“ didst choose the fathers, and sanctify them, receive the sacrifice for thy 

27 whole people Israel, and preserve thy ” portion, and sanctify it. Gather those to- 

gether that are scattered * from us, set free” them that serve among the heathen, 

look upon them that are despised and abhogred, and let the heathen know that thou 

28 art our God. Punish * them that oppress us and treat us insolently in pride.” 

29 Plant thy people in ® thy holy place as Moses hath spoken. 
30,31 And the priests sang besides the songs of praise. But 55 when the sacrifice 
was consumed Neemias commanded the water that was left over, also’ to be 


Vers. 13, 14.—1 Lit., the priests of Nanza making use of deceit. 2 A. V.: For Antiochus. 3 omits both Anti- 
ochus (see previous note). 4 receive money (7a xp#uata to which Fritzsche would add 7Aeiova from III. 19. 28. 52. 
al. Old Lat.) in name of (ets . . . . Adyov, i. e., on account of, as). 

Vers. 15-17.—5 A. V.: Which. 6 set forth. 7 was. 8 into the compass (7rep(BoAor). 9 as soon as A. 


was come in: and opening a privy. 1° they threw stones like thunderbolts, and stroke down the captain, hewed (see 
Com.). 1 smote. 12 and cast. 18 For mapééwxe, III. 28. 44. 55. 62. 71. 74. 106. 248. Co, Ald. read éSwxe, which is 
received by Fritzsche, Grimm, and Keil. But it is in the sense of tradidit, as the Vulg. Cf. John iii. 16 and 1 Mace. 
vi. 44. 

Ver. 18. —14 A. V.: Therefore (Fritzsche rejects oty as wanting in III. 23. 44. 55. al. Co. Ald.) whereas we are now 
purposed. 15 the month Casleu. 16 certify you thereof. 17 it, as the feast of the (see Com.). 18 omits in com- 
memoration of (see Com.). 19 which was given us (I supply do8évros, with Fritzsche. See Com.). 20 after that he 
had builded. 

Vers. 19-21.—2! A. V.: omits some of.  ™ it in a hollow place of a pit without water (avddpou ; III. 28. 55. 62. 71. 
74. 243. Co. Ald., dvvSpov. See Com.). 23 it sure, 80. 24 Now. 25 omits had elapsed. 26 being sent from 
(70 ; ad, IIT. 106.). 27 did send of the posterity of those. 28 it to. 29 but (dé is omitted by III. 44. 74. 106. 
Co. Ald.). 30 (quctv is omitted by 64. 93. Syr. Cf. Com.) 81 then commanded he. 82 draw it up (cf. Com.) and 
to. 83 gmits that which pertained to (ra). 84 were laid on (avnvex6n). 85 omits both (as 19. 93.). 

Vers. 22-25. —%6 A. V.: When this (omitted by III. 44. 71. al.) was done, and the time came that the sun (no article, 
put ef. Winer, p. 119 f.) shone, which afore was hid in the cloud. 37 (upa — the place of a fire: (1) a funeral pyre, 
(2) an altar, also its fire, (3) fire in masses.) 88 every man, 39 IT say both. 40 answering thereunto (the word 
émipwvovvtTwy implies an audible response. Cf. Judith xvi. 1). 41 and the (as 64. Ald.). 42 giver of all things. 
43 just. 44 omits and (as 71.). 45 all trouble, and. 46 (See Com.) 

Vers. 26-29.—47 A. V.: thine own. 48 sanctify (a strengthened form, xa@ayiacov, and infrequent) it (added by 64. 
93., but also contained in the context). 49 (Lit., ‘‘ the Diaspora.’’) 50 deliver. 51 (Bagavicov.) 52 with pride 


do us wrong. 53 again in. 
Vers. 30,31. — A. V.; sung psalms (rods tuvovs) of thanksgiving. 55 Now. 56 omits over, also. 


564 


THE APOCRYPHA. 


ee Ee Ee eee ee SS ee ee 


32 
33 


poured on great? stones. 


but it was consumed by the light that shone 8 from the altar. 


And when? this was done, there was kindled a flame ; 


And‘ when the? 


matter became * known, and” it was told the king of Persia, that in the place 
where the priests that were Jed away had hid the fire, there appeared water, and 


34 
35 
36 


that Neemias and his people *® had purified the sacrifices® therewith, the * king, 
inclosing the place ™ made tt holy, after he had tested” the matter. And the king 
took many gifts, and bestowed thereof on those whom he would gratify. And 


Neemias and his people™ called this hing Nephthar,” which is as much as to say, 
a cleansing ; but by many it is called Nephthai.” 


Ver. 82.—1 A. V.: poured on (text. rec., katacxetv, and 19. 64. 98. add to this rod rémov. Fritzsche adopts Karaxeiv 
from III. —xaréyew, 28. 62. 106.—and it is favored by Grimm and Keil. The common text makes no acceptable 


sense. 


Vers. 83-86. —4 A. V.: So. 
pany). 
prefix rov rérov to tepov. 
and his people (cf. ver. 38). 
III. 71. 74. 248. Co. Ald.; Old Lat., Nephi). 


5 this. 6 was. 


Vulg., Ex residua aqua Nehemias jussit lapides majores perfundi. 
double accus. after it, see Winer, p. 226, or éi has fallen out before Ai@ovs) the great. 
7 omits and. 
9 (Gr., as at ver. 21. Usually, they were purified in other ways.) 
The former, being understood, is object of the verb.) 
15 Naphthar (see Com. Text. rec., NepOaei; Ned@Oai, 19. 23.; NefOd, 62.106; Neépéap, 
16 but many men call it Nephi. 


The verb xataxéey may be construed with a 
2 When. 8 shined. 
8 omits and his people (marg., Neemias his com- 
10 Then the. | 4 (19. 52. 64. 98. Ald. 

12 tried. 18 (See Com.) 14 omits 


Cuarter I. 


Ver. 1. For remarks on the authenticity and 
enuineness of this and the following letter, see 
ntroduction. — Eipnyny a&yadnv. This formula of 

greeting is Hebraistic, the former, xalpew, Greek. 
”Aya0h is used to emphasize and enhance the idea 
of the word with which it is here associated. — 
The land of Judea, i. ¢., as distinguished from 
Jerusalem. 

Ver. 3. Good courage, xapdia peyddAn. Cf. 
the LXX. at 2 Chron. xvii. 6, tpé0n 7 Kapdia. 

Ver. 4. Ev indicates here not the instrument 
through which, but the place where, the heart shouid 
be opened, 7. e., be given insight, discernment, in, 
with respect to the law. — Give peace, namely, in- 
ward peace. It does not seem to relate at all, as 
some have supposed, to a restoration of peaceful 
relations between the Egyptian and Palestinian 
Jews. 

Ver. 5. Be at one, karaddayeln. It means 
first to exchange, then like d:aAAdoce, to recon- 
cile, both in one-sided and mutual enmity. Cf. 
Cremer, Lez.,s. v. 

Ver.6. And now. It refers to what had been 
previously said. There is no evidence in what is 
here recorded that a subtile condemnation of the 
worship of the Jews in the temple of Onias at 
Leontopolis, in Egypt, is meant to be conveyed in 
vers. 1-5. It is only what one Jew might say to 
another in any circumstances. Cf. Geiger, Ur- 
schrift, p. 227.— Here, namely, in Judexa and Je- 
rusalem, 

Ver. 7, Demetrius. It is Demetrius IT. Nica- 
tor. Cf. 1 Mace. x. 67; xi. 15-19. The date 
given is that of a previous, not of the present let- 
ter. This is proved by the use of the perfect 
(yeypaphrapev), and by the fact that the date of 
such letters is uniformly placed at the close. So 
Grimm and Keil against Gutmann, Ewald, and 
others. —Jason. He was high priest, second son 
of Simon II. and brother of Onias III. He ob- 
tained the high priesthood from Antiochus Epiph- 
anes (c. B. C.175) to the exclusion of his elder 
brother. Cf., further, 2 Macc. iv. 7-27. The 
name is equivalent to Jesus or Joshua, and was 
frequently adopted by the Hellenizing Jews. 

Ver, 8. And men burnt. According to the 
A. V., the words might refer directly to Jason 
and his adherents, which would convey an un- 


truth.— Gate. What particular gate is referred 
to is not known, possibly, the west gate of the tem- 
ple. The word, however, might be used by meton- 
ymy for the city itself. But Keil supposes that 
the word is used collectively for all the gates of 
the temple. 

Ver. 9. Feast of Tabernacles, tas juépas 
Tis oxnvornylas. The word for feast is to be 
supplied. It was not really the Feast of Taberna- 
cles that was to be observed, but of the Dedication 
of the Temple, which was celebrated in a similar 
manner to the former. This is clear from the 
date given. ‘The former took place in the month 
Tisri and not in Chaseleu (Chisleu). Cf. also 
2 Macc. x. 5. It is, moreover, evident, as Keil 
remarks, that the writer of the letter does not 
refer here to the first Feast of Dedication, but only 
to a general yearly observance of the same. — In 
the hundred fourscore and eighth year. These 
words properly belong to the ninth verse and are 
to be regarded as the date of the foregoing letter. 
See the letter in chap. xi., where the date is at the 
end. So most modern critics. The words in the 
month Chaseleu are not, however, a part of this 
date, since according to usage they should, in that 
case, follow the year. 

Ver. 10. With the present verse begins a 
second letter. It has no date, but seems to have 
been written somewhere about the time of the 
death of Antiochus Epiphanes. — And Judas, 
This must be Judas Maccabeeus, as is indicated by 
the date and by the position in which this person 
stands relative to the people and the Sanhedrin. 
He lived not quite four years longer than An- 
tiochus Epiphanes. — Aristobulus. The well- 
known peripatetic of this name, who flourished at 
the time of Ptolemy VI. Philometor, who reigned 
B. 0. 180-145. Cf. Stanley, ili. 277 ff. The word 
teacher, 8i5dcKados, does not, it is likely, express 
the true relation of this person to the king. He 
dedicated to the latter his allegorical explanation 
of the Pentateuch, and it is probably to this fact, 
in some measure, that allusion is here made. He 
was doubtless one of the principal, and perhaps 
the chief representative of the Egyptian Jews, 
and for this reason the present letter was ad- 
dressed to him. — Of the family of the anointed 
priests. It was only high priests that were an- 
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ointed. Cf. Lev. iv. 3, 5, 16.=”Ovr: 8é. The 
particle 8¢, here, according to Grimm may be 
used to introduce a sort of comparison, i. é., to 
indicate that belonging to the family of the high 
priest was of more importance than the office of 
teacher to the king of Egypt. Cf. Text. Notes. 
Ver. 11. As those who would (if need be) 
fight against the king. The article before the 
last word is simply dropped, as is customary in 
the classics with the Persian kings and Roman 
emperors. The idea of the passage is that they, 
the Jews, would be willing (& with the participle 
mapatacodpuevor), if war should arise against the 
friends of the king, who was now dead, to engage 
heartily in it. The Vulgate renders: “ Uipote 
we adversus talem |%| regem dimicavimus.” De 
ette falsely : “Since we have victoriously 
fought against the king.” 
Ver. 12. "EééBpace, cast them out, 7. e., as 
the sea casts objects upon the shore. 
Ver. 13. The leader. This was Antiochus 
*Epiphanes. Cf. ver. 11. — @emple of Nanea 
(Navfas; in 19. 55. 64. 93. found as ’Avavalas). The 
Syriac has Nani, the Latin, Nance. This goddess 
is generally held to be identical with the Numen 
patrium of the Persians, mentioned by Strabo 
(xi. 532), and the same as the Artemis and Tanats 
of the ancients. Other forms of the word are 
Anaitis and Anitis. It is, however, matter of dis- 
pute whether she is to be looked upon as the god- 


dess of the moon, or as the ‘3% of Is. lxv. 11, and 


associated with the planet Venus. Rawlinson 
(Herod. i. 658 ff.) says: “During all the best 
known periods of Babylonian history, the name of 
Nana, phonetically written, is everywhere used to 
denote the goddess in question,” 7. e., the "Acraprn 
of the Greeks, and Ashtoreth of Scripture. ‘As 
far as our present experience goes, the local name 
of Nana seems to have been unknown in Assyria, 
and the local name of Jshtar to have been un- 
known in Babylonia, until very recent times, and 
we should, therefore, be almost justified in beliey- 
ing Ishtar and Nana to be absolute synonyms — 
and the more especially as the two names are actu- 
ally in use at the present time, Ashtar in Mendzan, 
and Nani in Syrian, to denote the planet Venus, 
— were it not that in some of the lists of idols be- 
longing to the different temples, /shtar and Nana 
are given as independent deities.” — Nanea’s 
priests. According to Plutarch (Artazerz., 27), 
she was served only by unmarried females. 


Ver. 15. Within the inclosure of the temple, 
eis tov mepiBoAov Tov Tenévovs. The last word 
refers to the temple grounds, often adorned with 
altars and statues, the former to the wall sur- 
rounding it. TepfS8oAos is sometimes used, how- 
ever, in the sense here given to réuevos. — Shut 
the temple (7d fepdv), not the particular building 
in which the goddess was, which would have been 
called vads, but the entrance, the propylaum, to 
-the temple regarded as a whole, so as to prevent 
the escape of Antiochus. The king himself and 
a few attendants, as it would appear from what 
follows, penetrated even to the place where the 
statue of the goddess was situated and where the 
treasures of the temple had probably been col- 
lected. 

Ver. 16. The concealed door of the roof. 
This may have served as the roof itself on ordi- 
nary occasions, being removed only when special 
festivals were held, or in other cases of need, 
like the present one. But the epithet “ con- 
cealed” would seem to carry the idea of its being 


a special opening in the ordinary roof.— And 
hewing (them) in pieces and smiting off (their) 
heads. The Old Lat. has Ducem et eos qui cum eo 
erant, which seems to be a correct interpretation, 
if kepadds is read with the majority of MSS. 
That is, both Antiochus and his attendants pressed 
on into the inner temple and were treated alike 
by the enraged priests. This, on the face of it, is 
most probable. But the Syr. with 55. has ke@aarny, 
understanding that Antiochus alone is referred to, 
and Keil prefers this view, while Grimm seems 
unable to decide between them. This account of 
the death of Antiochus is undoubtedly fabulous. 
Hoffmann (Antiochus IV. Epiphanes, Leip. 1873, 
p. 77) says: “ We have different reports of the 
manner in which his life closed. The most trust- 
worthy is that of Polybius (xxxi. 11), the First 
Book of Maccabees (vi. 1-16), and that of Jose- 
phus (Anitg., xii. 9,§ 1). The Second Book of 
Maccabees contains two reports: one (i. 13-17) in 
the unauthentic letter of the congregation in 
Judea to the Jews of Alexandria, the other in 
chap. ix. The two, moreover, contradict each 
other, and neither has any historical worth. If the 
former has in itself nothing improbable, and must 
be given up, simply on account of its disagreeing 
with the other authorities mentioned, the latter 
shows itself at once to be a fable, and similar to 
what is described in chaps. vi. and vii. as the product 
of the later Jewish fancy, which could not repre- 
sent Antiochus as wicked enough and hence could 
not picture the close of his life with colors suffi- 
ciently dreadful. As simple matter of fact, foiled 
in his attempt to spoil a temple of Artemis, in Ely- 
mais, he turned about, fell sick in the Persian cit 
Tabz, and there died in the year 149 of the Seleu- 
cian era, B. c. 164.” The representation of our 
book is thus explained by Keil (Com., in loc.). It 
was written soon after the news of Antiochus’s 
death, and contains the first reports of it which 
reached Jerusalem, and hence its contradiction of 
accepted history is not to be taken as ground for 
discrediting the genuineness of the entire letter. 
But this is mere conjecture, and does not explain 
the discrepancies in the book itself above referred 
to. Others (Grimm, Holtzmann) think that the 
present account confounds certain facts relating 
to Antiochus III. the Great, with the history of 
Antiochus Epiphanes. The former did attempt 
to rob a temple of Belus, in Elymais, but was de- 
feated and driven back. 

Ver. 18. The words in the common text, &ynre 
THs oknvornylas, taken alone, make no sense. 
Something must have fallen out, or the sentence 
is to be regarded as elliptical and some such words 
supplied as ras juépas, or &s Tas Nuépus before THs 
oxnvornylas, with abrdéy after &ynte, 7. ¢., “cele- 
brate the days (or ‘itas the days’) of the Feast of 
Tabernacles.” Cf. ver. 9 and the Vulg. agatis diem 
scenopegie. Fritzsche would insert after oxnvorn- 
ylas; the words tpérov kad cis upynudovvoy, and after 
mupds, Tod d00evros, and in the uncertainty, I have 
followed his text in the above translation. Keil 
thinks that, as in verse 9, emphasis is to be laid on 
the date given, the 25th of Chaseleu, by which this 
feast is really distinguished from the Feast of 
Tabernacles, which was held in Tisri, and that ris 
oknvornyias is used in the same sense here as 
above, THs €oprHs being understood with it. It was 
the Feast of Tabernacles on the 25th of Chaseleu. 
—%In commemoration of the fire. The fire is 
meant which, at the dedication of the tabernacle 
and of Solomon’s temple, fell from heaven and con- 
sumed the sacrifice upon the altar (cf. Levy. ix. 24; 
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2 Chron. vii. 1.) This fire was looked upon by 
the later Jews as one that had never gone out. 
But at the dedication of Zerubbabel’s temple 
nothing is said of such a fire as coming down 
from heaven upon the altar, and a legend was 
therefore invented that the previous fire had been 
somewhere preserved and that it had been found 
and restored by Nehemiah. Our author does not, 
indeed, invent the legend, since it must have had 
an earlier origin, but seems quite ready to adopt 
it as true. — Having built. Nehemiah did not 
rebuild the temple but simply restored it. 

Ver. 19. Into Persia. The country beyond 
the Euphrates was thus called by the later Jews 
(cf. 1 Mace. iii. 31), from the fact that the Baby- 
lonian exiles finally came under the dominion of 
Cyrus and by him were set free. — In an excava- 
tion of a cistern having a dry place, éy KoiAd- 
part ppéaros rakiy exovros avvdpov. Substituting 
&vvdpov for &yvdpov, as the above mentioned MSS., 
with Fritzsche and others, the rendering would be 
as given. This, however, requires an unusual 
meaning for rdéw. (But cf. Wahl’s Clavis, s. v.) 
Ewald gives it the sense of Erdschicht,i. e., layer 
of earth. Grotius suggests the reading Baow, 
and Schleusner, rg. Grimm, Keil, and others 
take rdéis in the sense of a kind of, which the 
later Greek allows and would translate : in an ex- 
cavation of a cistern, of a kind that was without water. 
This seems to us somewhat too labored. The 
choice of the word raéis may have been influenced 
by the fact that the place in which the fire was 
kept was first put in order, arranged to receive it. 
At least, the idea of hiding fire in a cistern, partly 
filled with water, would not be a bad one. In ii. 1, 
it is said that this was done at the command of 
Jeremiah and that it was matter of record ! 

Ver. 20. When they told us. According to 
Gaab, the Jewish people then living, with whom 
the author associates himself, Grimm and Holtz- 
mann, on the other hand, think that yi is inad- 
vertently introduced, by the author, from his au- 
thorities. Keil understands by it, “ our people,” 
“the Jews of Jerusalem.” 

Ver. 21, To descend, aémoBdvavres. This word 
means “to dip entirely.” It is used by Herod- 
otus (ii. 47) of those among the Egyptians who 
washed themselves in a riyer, when: defiled by 
touching a pig: “He instantly hurries to the 
river, and plunges in with all his clothes on.” It 
may refer here to the descent into the well to 
procure this mysterious substance. 

Ver. 22. Fire, rupd. This word is used for the 
fire on an altar, also by Herodotus, ii. 39. 

Ver. 23, Jonathan. Regarded by Ewald and 
Grimm as the person of the same.name mentioned 
in Neh. xii. 11. Holtzmann holds the latter for a 
later Jonathan. But the name “Jonathan” in 
Neh. xii. 11, should be “ Jochanan,” 7. e. “Iwdvves, 
as Josephus names him (Antig., xi. 7, § 1), and 
Keil thinks that the mistake may have been intro- 
duced into Nehemiah from the present book. Cf, 
also, Schultz, Die Biicher Esra, Nehemia, ete. 
(Leip. 1876), in loc. The statement of this verse 
is specially interesting, from the fact that it is 
the only instance known where public prayer is 
represented as being made at the same time with 
the offering of sacrifice. 

Ver, 24. The heaping up and repetition of 
epithets for the divine Being, as in this-verse, is 








characteristic of the later periods of Judaism. 
Cf. Add. to Bsth. iii, 2; 8 Mace. vi. 2; Prayer of 
Manas. ver. 1; Matt, vii. 21; xxv. 11, and Wilke, 
Neutest. Rhetorik, p. 403 f. 

Ver. 25. The only giver, xopnyés, lit. chorus- 
leader. It was used at Athens to designate one 
who paid the expenses for bringing out a chorus. 
It was also employed as referring to any one, in 
general, who paid the costs of anything. — Didst 
choose the fathers. The words mo:eiy ékAekrovs 
seem to mean somewhat more than that. It 
might refer also to his work upon them in connec- 
tion with this election. : 

Ver. 29. As Moses hath spoken. See Ex. 
xv. 17. Cf. 2 Sam. vii. 10; Jer. xxiv. 6. 

Ver. 30. Tovs Suvovs. The word has the arti- 
cle as indicating that they were those usually sung 
on such occasions. 

Ver. 32. Was consumed by the light. This 
story was doubtless invented for the purpose of 
giving men proof for the fact, that the material 
discovered was the real altar-fire which had been 
lost. Otherwise it might have been held to be 
nothing more than naphtha or petroleum. 

Ver, 34. It was customary among the Greeks 
and Romans, also, to inclose and regard as holy 
the places where supposed miracles had been per- 
formed. The present statement concerning the 
Persian king, probably has its basis in this well- 
known custom. That he really took the view of 
the matter here represented is scarcely probable. 
According to Holtzmann (Bunsen’s Srbelwerk), 
he could only have recognized therein, at most, 
a sacred naphtha spring. Since the beginning of 
the 17th century a well lying south of the valley 
of Jehoshaphat has been named by European 
travelers, with reference to our legend, the “ well 
of Nehemiah,” but by the inhabitants of the coun- 
try, the “ well of Job.” 

Ver. 35. Gifts, d:ddopa. This word means 
first, different; then distinguished, excellent ; and 
thirdly, anything making a difference to another, 
that is to his advantage, and so, gifts, and some- 
times money. Polybius uses it in the last sense, 
and it might be so rendered here. 

Ver. 36. This verse has given great difficulty 
to critics. The various readings are given above. 
It is probable that the word Né@@ap, in all its dif- 
ferent forms, refers to nothing more or less than 
naphtha. The writer’s assertion that the word 
meant “cleansing,” is probably an invention of 
his own, or was adopted by him from some source 
without investigation. The fact that naphtha 
might ignite under the sun’s rays, besides haying 
in other respects the qualities ascribed to this 
peculiar “ water,” would have furnished a suffi- 
cient basis for the present legend. Strabo (xvi. 
1, 15; i., p.483 of the edition used by us) speaks of 
a naphtha spring in connection with a temple of 
Anwxa. The belief, in fact, seems to have been to a 
considerable extent prevalent that there was some 
subtile connection between the sacrificial fire and 
that made from naphtha. Grimm has noticed 
that while our author takes so much pains to de- 
scribe how the sacred fire was preserved in the 
time of Nehemiah, he has nothing to say of its 
preservation during the cessation of the temple 
worship under Antiochus IV.'to the time of its 
phoma by Judas Maccabeeus. (Cf. x. 
3. 
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Tris also found in the records, that Jeremias! the prophet 2 commanded them that 
were carried away* to take some‘ of the fire, as it hath been signified ; and that ® 
the prophet, on giving ° them the law, charged them that were carried away” not to 
forget the commandments of the Lord, and that they should not be led astray in 

3 their minds, on seeing * images of silver and gold, with their ornaments.® And with 
other such admonitions *® exhorted he them, that the law should not depart from 

4 their heart." It was also contained in the writing, that ” the prophet, being warned 
of God, commanded that’ the tabernacle and the ark should be brought along 
after him; and that ° he went forth into the mountain, where Moses climbed up, 

5 and saw the heritage of God. And Jeremias, on coming thither, found a kind of 
cave-dwelling, and he carried in there ?® the tabernacle, and the ark, and the altar 

6 of incense, and closed up™ the door. And certain® of those that followed him 
7 came up” to mark the way, and” they could not find 74. But when Jeremias 
learned of it, he blamed them, and said, The place™ shall be unknown until” 

8 God gather his people again together, and become propitious. And” then shall 
the Lord show these things. and the glory of the Lord shall appear, even the 
cloud,” as it was also manifested under 72 Moses; as also when Solomon asked ” 

9 that the place might be specially ® sanctified. And *' it was also made known, that ” 
he being wise offered a* sacrifice of dedication, and of the finishing of the temple. 

10 And just ** as when Moses prayed unto the Lord, the fire came down from heaven, 
and consumed the sacrifices, so * prayed Solomon also, and the fire came down,” 

11 and consumed the burnt offerings. And Moses said, Because the sin offering ® was 
12 not eaten,* it was consumed. In the same manner, also, Solomon kept the “ eight 
13 days. And* the same things also were reported in the records, namely, the me- 
moirs of * Neemias ; and how he founding a library gathered together the books con- 
cerning * the kings, and prophets,** and those of * David, and epistles “* of kings ” 

14 concerning holy * gifts.“ And®™ in like manner also Judas gathered together all 
those books” that had been scattered” by reason of the war we had, and they 

15 are with us. If now, possibly, ye have need thereof, send such as will bring 
16 them unto you. Since, now, we*® are about to celebrate the purification, we have 
17 written unto you; ye will therefore” do well if ye keep the same days. But we 
hope*® that the God, that delivered all his people, and gave all the * heritage, and 


Nore 


Vers. 1, 2.—1 A. V.:. Jeremie (I shall hereafter write as above). 2 (We have evpioxerar....‘I..... ére for 
etpicxerat .... 67. ‘I. The former construction probably led the Old Lat. and Syr. to put the proper name in the gen.) 
3 (Codd. IIT. 44. 55. 106. 243. read werayevouevovs for the dat., and 23. 52. 62. 71. 74., werayouévous. Cf. Com.) 
4 omits some. 5 how that. 6 having given. 7 omits that were carried away. 8 err in their (art.) minds when 
they see. ® Lit., ‘and the ornamentation about them.” 

Vers. 3,4. — 19 A, V.: speeches. 11 hearts. 12 same writing, that. 13 (Lit., an answer having appeared. 
See Cor.) 14 omits that. 15 to go with (see Com.) him, as. 

Vers. 5-7. 15 A. V.: when J. came thither he . . . . a hollow cave (see Com.), wherein he laid. 17 so stopped. 
18 some. 19 gmits up (mpds in composition with the verb). 20 put. 21 Which when J. perceived. 22 saying, 
As for that place, it (the cai before adyvwaros is omitted by 44. Old Lat. Syr., and rejected by Grimm and Keil as ** sense-~ 
less.’’) 2 until the time that. 24 receive them unto mercy (iAews yevytar. The former word is the Attic for tAaos, 
and is found also at ver. 22, vii. 87, x. 26. Codd. IIT. 23. 55. al. read for it here, éAcos). 

Vers. 8, 9.— 25 A. V.: omits And. 26 shew them. 27 and (the xaé seems to be epexegetical) the cloud also. 
28 was shewed under (€ér‘, i. e., at the time of). 29 and as when §. (the form of the word in Greek is SaAwpwdy) 
desired (jéiwoev. It is frequently found in the present book in the sense of to ask for. Of. also 1 Mace. xi. 28). 
30 honourably (weydAws = tn a marked manner). 51 omits And. 3? declared, that. 8 the. 

Vers. 10-12. — 34 A. V.: omits just. 35 even so. 36 down from heaven. 87 (ro mepl THS amaptias. This is the 
usual designation of the sin offering in the LXX. ; but the article is sometimes omitted. Cf. Ley. x. 16, 17.) 38 to 
be eaten. 39 So. 40 those. 

Vers. 18, 14. —41 A. V.: omits And. 42 writings and commentaries of (xara, as in the superscription of the Gos- 
pels. It is implied that the same subject had been treated by others). 43 acts (ra. Codd. 19. 28. 52. 55. 93. 106. add 
BiBAia after BactAcwy, III. the same after mpofytay. It is naturally to be understood with the article. Of. Com.) of. 


44 the prophets. 45 omits those (74) of (the gen.). 46 the epistles. 47 the kings. 48 the holy. 49 (ava0y- 
bdrwv.) 50 omits And. 51 things (ra refers to books, as in the preceding verse). 52 were lost (marg., fell owt 
during the war. Better, had fallen asunder and so, been scattered). 53 remain. 


Vers. 15-17. — 4 A. V.: Whereforeif. % sometofetch. 8 Whereaswethen. 5 andyeshall. § We hope 
also (the A. V. has brought forward éAmigowev from the beginning of the eighteenth yerse. Lit., the construction 
would be: ‘‘The God who delivered all his people and gave all the heritage .. . . the lav —we hope truly in God 
that he — will shortly,’ etc.). 59 them all an. 
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18 the kingdom, and the priesthood, and the sanctification,! as he promised through ? 
the law, we hope truly in God, that he® will shortly have mercy upon us, and 
gather us together out of every land* under heaven into the holy place; for he hath 
delivered us out of great troubles, and hath purified the place. y 
19 But the things® concerning Judas the Maccabee,® and his brethren, and the 
20 purification of the great’ temple, and the dedication of the altar, and further,’ the 
21 wars against Antiochus Epiphanes, and Eupator his son, and the manifestations ® 
from heaven unto those who did valiant things for Judaism, to their honor,” so 
that, being but a few, they got as spoil ™ the whole country, and chased the  bar- 
22 barous multitudes, and recovered again the temple renowned all the world over, 
and freed the city, and restored ® the laws which were about to be abrogated, the 
23 Lord being propitious * unto them with all mildness: 1° these things, related 
24 by Jason of Cyrene in five books, we will essay ® to abridge in one volume. For 
considering the mass of the numbers,” and the difficulty which they find that desire 
to make themselves familiar with” the narrations of the history, on account of the 
25 abundance” of the matter, we have taken care,” that while * they that would “4 
read may have entertainment,” they that are desirous to commit to memory may * 
26 have ease, and that all into whose hands it falls may ”” have profit. And while 
to us, who™ have taken upon us the ® painful labor of abridging, it was not easy, 
27 buta* matter of sweat and sleepless care,®? even as tt 7s no easy matter for *° him 
that prepareth a banquet, and seeketh the benefit of others, yet for the sake of the 
28 gratitude of the * many we will undertake gladly the painful labor,*® leaving to the 
author the accurate examination of all details, while we labor ®° to follow the rules 
29 of an™ abridgment. For just ® as the master builder of a new house must care for 
the carrying out of the whole plan,® but he that undertaketh to set é¢ out, and 
paint 7, must seek out fit things for the adorning thereof, so I think 7¢ ¢s also 2 
30 with us. To stand upon every point, and to make the round of matters,*® and to 
bestow much labor on“ particulars, belongeth to the first author of the history ; * 
31 but to strive after “ brevity of expression,” and to “8 avoid much laboring of the 
32 work, ought “ to be granted to him who maketh an” abridgment. Here then 
will we begin the history, having added so much to the preface ; for*t 7s a foolish 
thing to prolong the introduction, and cut short the history.>! 


Ver. 18.—1 A. V.: sanctuary (cf. LXX. at Ezek. xly. 4, with the rendering of the A. Vos 2 in (dea). 
5 omits we hope truly in God that he. * every (no word for it in the Greek) land. 

Vers, 19-21. —5 A. V.: Now as. 6 J. Maccabeus. 7 (Codd. ITI. 19. 28. 52. 55. 62. 64. have Meylorov for peya- 
Aov.) 8 omits further (étu). ® manifest signs that came (yevouevas émipaveias). 10 that behaved themselves 
manfully to their honour for Judaism. 11 overcame (19. has woAeuetv, Old Lat., vindicarent, for AenAatetv). 

Vers. 22-24.— 12 A. V.: omits the. 18 upheld (lit., set up), 14 going down. 1 gracious. 16 favour. 
17 all these (ra is omitted by III. 19. 44. 62. 71. 74. al. Co.) things, I say, being declared. 18 assay (obs. in this form). 
19 infinite number. 20 look into (eioxvxAetoGar means here to work oneself into, i. e., become familiar with). 
21 story, for the variety. 

Vers. 25-28.— 22 A. V.: been careful. 23 omits while (uév). 2 will. 25 delight, and that. 26 might. 
27 it comes might. 28 Therefore. 29 that. 80 this. 1 (The def. art. in Greek is here better expressed by 
the indef. in English.) 82 watching. 33 ease unto. 4 pleasuring of (most authorities have the article before 
moh). 86 this great pains (cf. ver. 26). 86 exact handling of every particular, and labouring (for Stamovoivres, 
IIT. 44. 55. al. Co. have arovodrres), 37 Cf. note 2 on ver. 26. 

Vers. 29, 30. — 88 A. V.: omits just. 89 whole building (rather, the building of the whole. The Old Lat. renders 
kataBodns by structura). 40 (See Com.) 41 even so. 42 omits also. 43 9o over things at large (Fritzsche 


adopts meptmarov movetoOat Adywv from IIT. 28, 44. 55. 71. 74. al. Co., for rept mavrwy moretcOar Adyov of the text. rec.). 
44 to be curious in. 45 story. 

Vers. 81, 82.—46 A. V.: use. 4T omits of expression. 48 omits to, 49 ts, 50 that will make an (see note 
vers. 26, 28.). 5l story, only adding thus much to that which hath been said, That it is....makea long prologue 
and to be short in the story itself. 


Cuarter II, 


Ver. 1. In the records, éy rats &roypapais.| Ver. 4. Xpnuatiouds = an oracle, a divine re- 
See verse 13 below, ev rats dvaypapais, which is sponse. Cf. Rom. xi. 4. “But what saith the 
synonymous. Cf. Liddell and Scott’s Lez., s. v.| answer of God unto him?” Some have sup- 
The reference is to certain apocryphal writings of | posed that our book means to say that the taber- 
which we know nothing. They were not writings |nacle and ark followed Jeremiah in a miraculous 
of Jeremiah, as the Old Lat. and Syr. falsely ren-| way, and this might be understood from the ren- 
der.— Tods ueraryivouevous. This word in the sense dering of the A. V. But it does not lie in the 
of deported does not elsewhere occur. Hence, | word cvvarodovéeiy (cf. dkoAovOely at 1 Cor. x. 4) 
probably, the change in some MSS. and in verse|and is not required by the context. Cf. ver. 6. 
2, tO petaryouevous. where attendants of Jeremiah are spoken of. 
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Ver. 5. ’Avrpé3ns = avytpoeidys. Cf. Xen., Anab., 
iv. 3,11. — Grimm would strike out all that is said 
of the “altar of incense,”’ since it is not mentioned 
in the preceding verse, as having been taken along, 
and did not really form a, part, originally, of the 
furniture of the tabernacle. But the passage has 
the unanimous support of the MSS., and we need 
not suppose that the Jews at this time would lay 
special emphasis simply on what belonged to the 
orivinal tabernacle. 

Ver. 6. To mark the way. They came sub- 
sequently to place landmarks, so as to be able to 
find the place at a later day. 

Ver. 7. This verse seems to point forward to the 
times of the Messiah. At least, the hope here held 
out doubtless rests on the prophetic utterances 
respecting him. — With respect to the contents of 
the previous verses, in general, they cannot be 
made to harmonize with what we know of Jere- 
miah from the canonical books. He was in prison 
from the beginning of the siege of Jerusalem to 
its end (Jer. xxxvi. 16, 18; xxxviii. 28). After- 
wards he was carried to Rama (xxxix. 14; xl. 1), 
and from thence, he went to Mizpah (xl.4-6). In 
the meantime the temple was destroyed. It is 
not to be supposed that the events narrated in 
our book occurred before the imprisonment of 
Jeremiah, for in that case there would not have 
been any sufficient occasion for the priests deliver- 
ing over these sacred objects into his hands. 
Further, if such an event as is here described 
had actually occurred, the canonical Scriptures 
would not have passed it over in silence. Noth- 
ing is heard of the tabernacle, after the dedication 
of Solomon’s temple, while the ark of the cove- 
nant seems not to have been in existence at the 
time of Josiah. Moreover, Jeremiah himself (Jer. 
iii. 16 f.) laid far less weight on the matter of 
preserving these sacred objects, than our book 
would lead us to suppose. There was to be an- 
other and a higher revelation of God in which it 
would no longer serve. 

Ver. 11. What is here said of Moses finds no 
direct support in the canonical books. Cf. Lev. 
x. 16 ff. 

Ver. 12. The eight days. It lasted but seven 
days according to 2 Chron. vii. 8 f. The author of 
the present book obviously misunderstood that 
passage, adding the eighth day mentioned in verse 
3 

Ver. 13. The same (things), 7. ¢., what had 
just been related, vers. 1-12, — Records, namely, 
the memoirs. Some lost, uncanonical work is 
undoubtedly referred to. Movers (Loci Quidam, 
etc., p. 13), referring to 1 Esd. ix. 37, Neh. vii. 
73, viii. 18, and citing the present passage, says 
that the writer of the Second Book of Maccabees 
quotes the so-called Greek Ezra plainly enough as 
among the Sacred Books, and accords to it the 
same respect as to the canonical Book of Nehe- 
miah!— Books (rd) concerning the kings, and 
(art. omitted, and probably by mistake. So Grimm 
aud Keil), prophets, and those (ra) of David, 
and epistles of kings concerning holy gifts. 
The writer seems to have had here the canonical 
books of the Bible in view, and it is natural, with 
Grimm, Keil, and others, to suppose that he re- 
fers, in the first named, to the Books of Samuel and 
Kings, and possibly, also, to Judges, Ruth, and the 
Chronicles. By those of David the Psalms must be 
meant, but not necessarily the entire Hagiographa 
as at Luke xxiv. 44. That the entire Hagio- 
grapha might be so designated, however, is not to 


be disputed, By the epistles of Kings, etc., the 
proclamations of the Persian kings, from Cyrus 
to Artaxerxes, respecting gifts to the temple, are 
clearly to be understood, and it is most natural 
to suppose that the Books of Ezra and Nehemiah 
are thereby indicated, as such proclamations are 
scattered throughout these books and the books are 
thus characterized, because precisely this fact was 
a matter of preéminent interest to the Jews of 
that time. Grimm, however, thinks that at the 
most, only Ez. vii. 12 ff. could be referred to as 
among these letters, and says that the whole pas- 
sage is of very doubtful value for the history of the 
Old Testament canon. Still, it is of considerable 
value, making every exception for the obscurity 
that rests upon the sources from which our author 
professes to derive his information, and for the fact 
that he ascribes much to Nehemiah that more prop- 
erly belongs to Ezra, or others, as in the previous 
chapter (ver. 18), where he ascribes to the former 
what was done by Zerubbabel and Joshua. The 
failure to mention here the Pentateuch among the 
canonical books might justly be imputed simply 
to the fact that there was no occasion for it in 
this place. The writer refers onlv to such works 
as, in addition to the law, which had been pre- 
viously cared for (see ver. 2), were in danger of 
being lost, and must therefore be sought out and 
collected together. The word émovviyaye might 
here, perhaps (so Keil, p. 300), indicate that the 
other works were added to some present collec- 
tion. 

Ver. 15. If now, possibly, ye have need. 
Grimm and Bunsen’s Bibelwerk see in this ex- 
pression the wish of the writer to recommend 
certain apocryphal works to the Egyptian Jews; 
but this is not contained in the text. Neither can 
it be properly deduced from this passage that 
Judas Maccabzeus was the last great collector of 
the Hebrew Canon. (Cf. Stanley, iii. 339 f.) The 
books spoken of as having been gathered by 
him were such as had been scattered during the 
Syrian war (ra Siawemrwxdra 51a Tov wéAcuov). 

Ver. 17. The heritage and the kingdom. 
Keil supposes the writer refers to the deliverance 
of the people from Egypt. Grimm, with most oth- 
ers, to the deliverance from the Syrian oppression 
and the restoration of former privileges enjoyed 
by them as the people of God. The latter seems 
more in harmony with the context. The heritage 
was the land itself; the kingdom, the people in 
their right of self-government ; the priesthood, the 
privileges of temple worship, and all that was im- 
plied in the peculiar sacerdotal character of the 
Jewish people ; the sanctification, the prerogative 
of being a dedicated and holy people. 

Ver. 18. The law was the basis of the divine 
relationship to the Jews so far as they were pe- 
culiar to them, and 6a may be rendered as above, 
or through “ by means of.” — The holy place = 
the place where the temple was. 

Ver. 19. The great temple. 
the temple of the only true God. 

Ver. 21. ’Empayveia is the word used by Greek 
writers in referring to the visible appearing (the- 
ophany) of a god for any purpose. — For Juda- 
ism, 7. ¢., in distinction from Hellenism. — The 
word Aenaaréw (= Aclav édabvew) means to drive 
away, get as spoil. The thought is that the op- 
pressors were despoiled of the land. — Barbarous. 
This was the very epithet applied to the Jews by 
the Greeks. 

Ver. 22. Renowned, wepiBdnrov. This Greek 


It was great as 
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word is generally used in a bad sense, notorious, 
infamous, but the meaning is here determined by 
the context. 

Ver. 23. Jason of Cyrene. Nothing is known 
of this person except what is said of him in the 
present book. Jason, equivalent to Jesus or 
Joshua, was a very common Greek name. 

Ver. 24. Mass of the numbers, 7. e., of the 
years, the months, the troops, etc. 

Ver. 27. 
in verse 29, is not the most appropriate, except in 


The figure employed, as well as that | 





so far as the object of an epitomizer is to enter- 
tain. Moreover, the purpose which our compiler 
professes to have is certainly not very encourag- 
ing, as it regards the real historical value of his 
labors. ; 

Ver. 29. Set (it) out and paint (it), eyralew 
kal Cwypapeiv. The first word means to burn im, 
and refers to the use of wax, by means of which 
figures of various kinds were placed upon walls, 
statues, tables, etc. The last word means, to paznt 
Jrom life, then, in general, to paznt. 





CuHaptTer III. 


1 Now? when the holy city was inhabited with all? peace, and the laws were still ® 
kept in the best manner,* because of the godliness of Onias the high priest, and his 
hatred of wickedness, it came to pass that even the kings themselves honored ® the 
place, and glorified® the temple with the” best gifts;* so that also Seleucus the 
king of Asia out ® of his own revenues bore all’ the costs belonging to the ser- 
4 vice of the sacrifices. But one Simon of the tribe of Benjamin, being appointed 
chief * of the temple, fell out with the high priest about the office of market mas- 
ter” in the city. And since * he could not overcome Onias, he went * to Apollo- 
nius the son of Thraszeus,’° who was then general in Ceelesyria and Pheenice,® and 
told Aim that the treasury in Jerusalem was full of unspeakable ™ sums of money, 
to the extent * that the abundance of its wealth could not be counted, and that it 
held no relation to the outlay for sacrifices, but that it was possible that this should 
7 fall * into the king’s power.” And Apollonius on meeting the king, gave informa- 

tion concerning *! the money which had been brought to light ; and he” chose out 

Heliodorus his prime minister,” and having given him orders sent him to look after 
8 the removal of the aforesaid * money. So forthwith Heliodorus took As journey, 

under the color indeed * of visiting the cities of 7° Colesyria and Pheenice, but 
9 really” to fulfill the king’s purpose. And having come to Jerusalem, and been 
kindly * received by * the high priest of ® the city, he told Aim concerning the in- 
telligence that had been given, and made it clear * wherefore he was present,” and 
asked if these things were so indeed. And ® the high priest told him that they 
were deposits belonging to ** widows and orphans; ® and that some of it belonged 
also *° to Hyrcanus * the * son of Tobias, a man of very high position,” and that it 
was * not as the“! wicked Simon had falsely stated, but the sum® in all was four 
hundred talents of silver, and two hundred of gold; and that it was altogether 
impossible that they “ should be unjustly treated,* that had trusted* to the 
holiness of the place, and to the majesty and inviolability ** of the temple, honored 


Vers. 1, 2.—1 A. V.: Now (rotvuy is omitted by III. 28. 44. 55. 71. al. Co. Ald.). 


oo bo 


So Or 


10 
ie 


12 


2 (Omitted by 19. 62. 64. 98. See 


Com.) 3 omits still (for ér. 64. 106., éwé; IIL. 44. 71., 74, which would serve to strengthen the superlative). 
# very well. 5 did honour. 6 magnify. 7 their. 8 Cf. 1 Mace. ii. 18. 

Vers. 8, 4.—9 A. V.: insomuch that Seleucus king of Asia. 10 bare all (see Com.). 11 who was made governor 
(see Com.). ¥ disorder (Grimm, Fritzsche, Keil, and others, receive ayopavouias from TIT. 28. 44. 52. 55. 71. 106. 243. 
Co. Ald.; teat. rec., rapavouias. See Com.). 

Vers. 5, 6.— 13 A. V.: when. 14 gat him. 16 Thraseas. 16 then was governor of Coelosyria and Phenice 


(without further remark, I shall write these two proper names in the present book as above). 17 infinite (auv0jTwv). 
18 0. 19 multitude of their riches, which did not pertain to the account of the sacrifices, was innumerable (Fritzsche 
and other critics properly adopt dvapi@unrov from III. 19. 44. 52. 55. 62. al. Co., instead of évap{Ounrov of the text. rec., 
which makes no sense), and that it was possible to bring all (Fritzsche strikes out dravra as wanting in IIT. 19, 44. 55, 
62. 64. al. Co. Ald.). 20 hand, 


Vers. 7, 8. — 21.4. V.: Now when A. came to (ovputéas) the king, and had shewed him of. 22 whereof he was 


told, the king. 3 treasurer (I render with Grimm, Keil, Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, and others. Cf. the Greek with x. 1; 
xiii. 2, 23). 4 sent him with a commandment to bring him the foresaid. 2 a colour. 26 (Lit., “as going the 
rounds of the cities throughout.’’) 27 indeed. . 

Vers. 9-11. —?8 A. V.: when he was come... . had been courteously. 29 of. 80 (Some Coda., 28. 55. 62. 64. 93., 


with Syr., have ca’, which Grimm prefers; Old Lat., in ctvitate.) 
money, and declared. 82 came. 83 Then, 
children, 36 omits also. 87 Hircanus. 
# misinformed, the sum whereof. 

Ver. 12.—4 A. V.: that such wrong. 
(acvaAtgq). 


3t what intelligence (€udavecuod) was given of the 

84 there was such money laid up for the relief of. 85 fatherless 
88 omits the. 89 great dignity. 40 omits that it was. 41 that. 
44 done unto them. 


# committed it. 48 inviolable sanctity 
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13 over all the world. But Heliodorus, because of the king’s commandments which 
he had,* said, that by all means? it must be brought into the king’s treasury.® 
14 And he appointed a day and * entered, in order to look after the inspection of these 
15 treasures ; and® there was no small agony throughout the whole city. But the 
priests, casting ® themselves before the altar in the’ priests’ vestments, appealed 
to® heaven that had made ® a law concerning things given to be kept, that these 
16 treasures might be safely * preserved for those who had deposited them. And it 
came to pass that he who looked at the appearance of the high priest was-wounded 
in spirit ; for Avs countenance and the changing of A’s color made manifest the 
17 agony of his soul.” For a certain fear and shuddering of body took possession of 
the man, by which there became manifest to them that looked upon him, the dis- 
18 tress that was in Ais heart. But the people? ran flocking out of their houses to 
19 general” supplication, because the place was about +* tocome into contempt. And 
the women, girt with sackcloth under thez7 breasts, gathered in multitudes ” in the 
streets, and the virgins that were kept in” ran, some to the gates, and some upon 
20 the walls, while some*™ looked out through™ the windows. And all, stretching out * 
21 their hands towards heaven, made supplication. It was pitiable,”* the falling down 
of the multitude of all sorts, and the expectation * of the high priest, whose distress 
22 was exceeding great.** They then called upon the Almighty God to preserve safely 
with all security * the things committed in trust * for those that had committed them. 
23 But* Heliodorus started to execute ® that which had been determined on. And 
24 as he was already * there present himself with Ais guard about the treasury, the 
Lord of spirits,®* and the Ruler™ of all power, caused a great manifestation,® so 
that all that presumed to come in with him were terror-stricken ® at the power of 
25 God, and became faint and without courage. For there appeared unto them a 
horse having *! a terrible rider,” and adorned with most beautiful trappings,“ and 
it * ran fiercely, and smote at Heliodorus with its “ forefeet ; and he that sat upon it 
26 appeared in full armor *° of gold. Moreover two other young men appeared before “ 
him, notable in strength, very beautiful in their splendor,* and gloriously appareled ; 
and they * stood by him on either side, and scourged him unceasingly,” and gave 
27 him many stripes.» And he™ fell suddenly to* the ground, and was compassed 
28 with great darkness; and they caught him up, and put him on® a litter. Him,” 
that just now * came with a great train and with all A’s guard into the aforesaid ” 
treasury, they carried as one * unable to help himself, manifestly recognizing 
29 the power of God. And he through the divine efficiency * was cast down, and lay™ 
30 speechless and bereft of hope and salvation.® But they blessed™ the Lord, that had 
made wonderful © his own place; and ™ the temple, which a little before ™ was full 
of fear and consternation, by the manifestation ot ® the Almighty Lord,” was filled 


Ver. 13.—1A.V.: commandment given him. 2 in any wise. 3 treasury (it is contained in the word 
Bao.ArKor). 
Vers. 14-17. —4 A. V.: So at the day which he appointed he. 5 in to order this matter: wherefore. 6 pros- 


trating (piparres). 7 their. 8 called unto. ® upon him that made. 10 they should safely be. 1 such as had 
committed them to be kept. Then (efvax, with the acc. and infin.) whoso had looked the high priest in the face (idéav. 


Cf. Matt. xxviii. 3) it would have wounded Ais heart. 12 declared the inward... . his mind. 18 the man was so 
compassed (cf. Judith xiii. 2) with. 14 horror of the body, that it was. 15 what sorrow he had now (évegTds). 

Vers. 18,19. —16 A. V.: Others. 17 the general supplication (marg., to make general supplication). 18 like. 
19 abounded. 20 (karaKAeroTror — secluded. ) 21 (i. €., the open places near.) 22 to. 23 and others. 
2% of (Sve€éxumrov ; III. 55. al. Co. omit the second prep.). 

Vers. 20-23. —5 A. V.: holding. 26 Then it would have pitied a man to see. 27 fear (marg., expectation. He 
expected evil). 28 being in such an agony (III. 55. al. leave off da in duaywviwvros). 29 Lord (so III. 28. 44. 74. 106. 
243. Ald.) to keep (ef. ver. 15). 50 of trust safe and sure. 41 Nevertheless. 82 executed (imperf., and I render 
as above as best giving the sense. See Winer, p. 269). *3 was decreed. 

Vers. 24, 25. —34 A. V.: Now. 35 omits already. 36 (Marg., Lord of our fathers. For marépwv, IIT. 19. 55. 71. 
93. 106. 248. Co. have mvevjdtwv. Of. Com. The Codd. III. 23. 52. 71, 74. 106. 243, Co, Syr. omit Kvptos.) 87 Prince. 
88 apparition (cf. ii. 21). 39 astonished. 40 fainted, and were sore afraid. 41 with. 42 yider upon him. 
43 with a very fair covering. 4 he. 45 his. 46 and it seemed that he that sat upon the horse had complete 
harness. 

Vers. 26, 27. —47 I read mpocpdvycav ; IIT. 55. 106., ebavnoav ; 19. 23. 62. 93., rpoceparnoar. 48 A. V.: excellent 
in beauty, 49 comely in apparel, who. 50 continually (i..e., continuously). 51 sore stripes. 62 Heliodorus. 


63 unto. & but they that were with him took him up (see Com.) and put him into. 
Vers. 28,29.— A. V.: Thushim. lately. said. out, being. °° himself with his weapons (so 52. 55. 
74. al. (III., x6Aoes), Which also for the following émeyvwxdres read éreyvwxdra, thus referring it to Heliodorus. But the 


former word would refer to the preceding éepov, i. e., those who bore out H.). 60 they acknowledged (see previous 
note). 61 for he by the hand of God. 62 and lay. 63 without all hope of life. 
‘Ver. 30. — ®4 A. V.: praised. 65 miraculously honoured. 66 for. 87 afore. 68 trouble, when 


69 Lord appeared. 
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31 with joy and gladness. But straightway? certain of Heliodorus’ friends prayed 
Onias, that he would call upon the Most High to grant him his life, who lay just? 
ready to give up the ghost. And‘ the high priest, fearing ® lest the king should 
have the opinion ® that some villainy’ had been practiced on ® Heliodorus by the 
Jews, offered a sacrifice for the restoration ® of the man. And” as the high priest 
was making an atonement, the same young men in the same clothing appeared and 
standing beside Heliodorus, said, Give Onias the high priest great thanks, inso-- 
much as for his sake the Lord hath granted thee life. And thou," seeing that thou 
hast been scourged from heaven,” proclaim“ unto all men the mighty power of 
God. And having ® spoken these words, they disappeared. But? Heliodorus, 
after he had offered sacrifice unto the Lord, and made great vows unto him that 
had saved ™ his life, and taken friendly leave of 8 Onias, returned with his force ~ 
to the king. And he bore witness before all to * the works of the great God, which 
he had seen with his eyes. And when the king asked Heliodorus, who possibly 2 
might be a fit man to be sent yet once * to Jerusalem, he said, If thou hast any 
enemy or traitor, send him thither, and thou shalt receive 2 him scourged,” if he 
also * escape with his life; for about the *® place, no doubt, there is a certain” 
power of God. For he that dwelleth in heaven is guardian and protector of that 
place ; * and he beateth and destroyeth * them that come with evil intent.2 And 
the things concerning Heliodorus, and the keeping of the treasury, fell out in this 
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32 
33 


34 
85 
36 


37 
38 


39 
40 


manner. 
Vers. 81-33. —1A.V.: Then straightways. 2 omits just. 8 (Lit., altogether lying in the last breath.) 4 So. 
5 suspecting. 6 misconceive. 7 treachery. 8 done to. ® health (lit., salvation). 10 Now. 11 stood 
- + . Saying. 
Vers. 34, 35. —12 A. V.: omits thou. 18 (Apel and Fritzsche adopt é& odpavod from IIT. 44. 52. 55. al. Co. Ald., for 


an’ avrod of the text. rec.; Syr. Old Lat.,a deo, But Grimm and Keil are inclined to look upon it as a gloss.) 14 de- 
clare (III. 23. 74. 106., SidéyyeArce, for dudyyeAe, and it is approved by Grimm and Keil, since it refers to a continued 
proclamation). 15 when they had. 16 appeared no more. So. 17 (Lit., make remain over.) 18 saluted. 
19 host (lit., took another camp. It refers to his military escort). 

Vers. 86-88. — 20 A. V.:; Then testified he to all men. 21 omits possibly (rés after motos to make it less definite. Cf. 
Liddell and Scott's Lez., s. v.). 22 once again. 8 (Grimm and Keil: thou wilt have to expect.) 24 well scourged. 
25 omits also. °6 in that. 27 an especial. 

Vers. 39, 40. —°8 A. V.: hath his eye on that place and defendeth it. 
44. 55. 62. al. ; text. rec., amédAvow.) 89 to hurt it, 51 on this sort. 


29 (Fritzsche adopts amoAAvet from III. 19. 


Cuapter III. 


Ver. 1, With all peace, werd mdons elphyns, 
z.¢., with a full, complete, uninterrupted peace. — 
Onias. He was the son of Simon and the third of 
this name succeeding his father in the high priest- 
hood ¢. B. c.198. See Joseph., Antig., xii. 4, § 10 
and Schirer, Neutest. Zeitgeschichte, p. 74. 

Ver. 2. For the use of cvpBalvew followed by 
the infinitive with the accusative for the purpose 
of specially emphasizing a statement, cf. Winer, 
p. 823, who cites among other instances of its oc- 
currence in Greek authors, Diodorus Sie. (i. 50) : 
ovveBn Thy woAw .... elvas kuptevovoay. See, also, 
Acts xxi. 35, and the present book at iv. 30; v.2; 
Wiles Xs 2507 5k Mose oe Od tdi fan Cline 
imperfect cuvéBawve expresses the idea of fre- 
quency.— Kings. Antiochus IIL., Seleucus IV., 
and, perhaps, others. — The place = the temple 
(cf. ii. 18) which is then more definitely named. 
Since the days of Alexander such presents were 
not uncommon, as for instance, from the Egyp- 
tian rulers Ptolemy II. Philadelphus and Ptol- 
emy III. Euergetes, and the Emperor Augustus, 
his wife, and his son-in-law Agrippa. So Jose- 
phus and Philo cited by Grimm, Com., ad loc. 

Ver. 3. Seleucus = Seleucus IV. Philopator, 
— All the costs. Rhetorically spoken, Cf. ver. 
6. 

Ver. 4, Simon. Otherwise unknown. He is 
represented as mpoordrns rod fepov. It is difficult 
to make out just what is meant by this title. But 


probably the reference is to a kind of overseer, 
particularly an overseer of the treasures of the 
temple. The German Vorsteher = director, ad- 
ministrator, well represents the Greek. It is need- 
less to give the many views of the critics. Ewald, 
with whom Keil is inclined to agree, thinks of a 
man who had the honorary title of overseer, and 
who looked after the various things which were 
necessary for the maintenance of the temple 
service and hence had great influence in the city. 
According to Herzfeld, Geiger, and Hitzig, the 
word Beviauly is a corruption for Mealy, Min- 
jamin, the name of the sixth class of priests. 
(Cf. 1 Chron. xxiv. 9; Neh. xii. 5, 17.) But the 
words ris. . . . dvAfjs, must in that ease be given 
an unusual meaning, while the supposition is also 
out of harmony with the context. If the read- 
ing Gyopavoutas (for mapayoutas) be not the orig- 
inal one, it is hard to explain how it could have 
originated. The former word, however, could eas- 
ily have come from the latter. The word ayopa- 
véuos means Marketmaster, i. e., the person who had 
the oversight of what was brought to market and 
the selling of the same. 

Ver. 5. Apollonius. There was a person of 
this name who was much with Seleucus LV. (Po- 
lyb. xxxi. 21, 3) and he is probably meant. He 
had also a son Apollonius who was governor of 





Ceelesyria. See 1 Mace. x. 69, and cf. i. 29; 2 
‘Mace. y. 24. 
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Ver. 6. Josephus (Antig., xiv. 7, § 2) tells 
why so large an amount of treasures was col- 
lected in the temple at this time: “All the Jews 
throughout’ the habitable earth, and those that 
worshipped God, nay, even those of Asia and 
Europe, sent their contributions to it. Nor is the 
largeness of these sums without its attestation ; 
nor is that greatness owing to our vanity, as rais- 
ing it without ground to so great a height; but 
there are many witnesses to it, and particularly 
Strabo of Cappadocia, who says thus: ‘ Mithra- 
dates sent to Cos, and took the money which 
Queen Cleopatra had deposited there, as ‘also 800 
talents belonging to the Jews.’” 

Ver. 7. Heliodorus. Cf. 1 Macc. i. 16 and 
Appian (Syr., c. xly.). 

Ver. 9. High priest of the city. The strange- 
ness of this expression undoubtedly gave occasion 
for the variation of the MSS. at this point. 
Grimm with the Syriac and several MSS. (cf. 
Text. Notes), would insert cat before ris méAcws. 
The meaning, however, seems to be better ex- 

ressed by the Old Latin in civitate.— ’Avédero. 
his verb with the signification here given, to lay 
a thing before a person, leave for consideration, 
communicate (ef. Acts xxv. 14; Gal. ii. 2), is only 
found in the later Greek, and is usually followed 
by the accusative. : 

Ver. 10, Tapaéhrn = depositum. Cf. its use 
at 2 Tim. i. 12, “that committed.” The usual 
word in Greek is rapaxara0jxn, which, moreover, 
is the reading of III. 19, 52. al. here. 

Ver. 11. Hyreanus. See Joseph., Antiq., xii. 
5, 10; xii. 4, §§ 2-9, 11; xili.8,$4. This writer 
mentions two different persons of the name, but 
the present Hyreanus can hardly be identified with 
either. —’Ev éwepoxf, in high position. Cf. 1 
‘Tim. ii. 2, where the same Greek word is found, 
“in authority.” — The amount of money, as here 
given by the high priest himself, comes near justi- 
fying the statement of Simon. Supposing that 
Hebrew talents are meant, the sum would have 
been somewhere near $700,000 in silver and 
$4,200,000 in gold; if Antiochian talents, about 
half as much. Probably the latter are intended 
as the better understood by Heliodorus. 

Ver. 24. Against the reading rarépwy for mvev- 
pdrev, might be urged the fact that it is an un- 
usual expression. It is always found elsewhere 
in the form, “ God of the fathers.” If the reading 
spirits is adhered to, the reference would be to the 
angels. Cf. i. 14. The latter reading is sup- 
ported by common usage in books of the charac- 
ter of the present one. Cf. Ecclus. xxxix. 28; 
Dillmann’s Book of Enoch, p. 140. 

Ver. 25. °EmBdrnyv,rider. This word was gen- 
erally used for marines, classiarii milites ; some- 
times, also, for the fighting man in a chariot. 

Ver. 27. They caught him up. Who is re- 
ferred to it is not possible to say. The guard of 
Heliodorus, according to the letter of the account, 
seems not to have been affected by the apparition, 





and either they or the servants of the temple are 
probably meant. Raffaelle found in this scene a 
subject for his brush, when he sought to depict 
for the walls of the Vatican the triumph of Pope 
Julius II. over the enemies of the Pontificate. 

Vers. 30. 'Empavévros. The present participle 
is often used as a substantive, and as such may 
exclude all indication of time. 

Ver. 35. Great vows, relating, it is likely, to 
his serving hereafter, Jehovah. —’Amodéetduevos. 
The meaning of the word is not fully given by 
saluted. He treated him in a friendly manner. 
The Vulgate has, Onie gratias agens. The Syriac, 
honored him greatly. Grimm cites Philo (Leg. ad 
Caj., § 23) as using the word to express the 
friendly treatment accorded to the Jews on the 
part of the Emperor Augustus. 

Ver. 38. Traitor, rpayudrwy éniBovaov. Vulg., 
regni tut insidiatorem. Cf. ivy. 2; xiv. 26. — Es- 
cape. Many good authorities (III. 19. 23. 44. 55. 
62. al.) favor the subjunctive dvacw67, and it is 
adopted by Fritzsche. Still, the optative would be 
more in place, as is sufficiently proved by Grimm. 
On the question whether the events here narrated 
have any historical basis, authorities differ. Most, 
however, admit a groundwork of fact. As far as 
verse 23, there is nothing said which would excite 
special distrust. ‘There would be no reason for 
imputing to Seleucus IV. this attempt to rob the 
temple, if it was not actually made. Some real 
occurrence, also, may have given occasion for the 
story of the angelic appearances as here narrated. 
Many find it alluded to in Josephus (Antig., xii. 
3, § 3), who quotes Polybius (xvi.) as saying that 
he has something special to report concerning it: 
“And particularly concerning the manifestations 
about the temple” (al uddiora wep) Tis yevouevns 
wept Td lepby emipavelas). Polybius was personally 
acquainted with the son of Seleucus, and may, it is 
true, have heard of such an event from him. 
Still, it is too much to say, with Keil, on the 
ground of this passage, that Polybius could not 
have referred to any other fact than that recorded 
in our books, or even that he referred to any one 
event in particular. It is safe, at least, to say 
that this miraculous appearance, as related in the 
present book, differs in some important respects 
from all similar miracles recorded in the canonical 
Scriptures. Those of 2 Kings ii. 11, vi. 17, which 
took place in connection with the prophet Elisha, 
are of quite a different character. So is it also 
in the case of the prophet Zechariah, who saw in 
an ecstasy horses with their riders, and in the 
Revelation, where John is favored with the same 
manifestations. Here, the matter is represented, 
not as occurring in vision, or as symbolical, but 
as real. The horses strike Heliodorus with their 
feet, and the supposed angels scourge him to the 
point of death! This is clear evidence of the 
bungling hand of an imitator, who, inadvertently, 
crosses in his delineation the line that divides the 
spiritual from the corporeal and physical. 


Cuarter IV. 


1 Bor the before-mentioned Simon, who had been a betrayer! of the money, and 
of his fatherland,? slandered Onias, as if he had terrified? Heliodorus, and been 


Ver. 1.—1A.V.: This Simon now, of whom we spake afore, having .. . 


watptoos) country. 3 (Lit., set at or upon.) 


bewrayer. 2 his (contained in 
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2 the worker of these evils. And he dared? to call him a traitor, who was the bene- 
factor? of the city, and the guardian of his countrymen,’ and was zealous for * the 
3 laws. But when the hostility > went.so far, that also ® by one of Simon’s zealous 
4 partisans’ murders were committed, Onias seeing * the danger ° of the * contention, 
and that Apollonius, as the general 7 of Coelesyria and Pheenice, did rage, and 
5 increase !2 Simon’s wickedness,!* he went to the king, not to be an accuser of his 
fellow citizens, but as having in view *° the good of the whole:people, both in gen- 
6 eral and in particular.” For he saw that it was impossible that the state should still 
attain to peace,!® and Simon leave /is folly, unless the king gave attention to it.” 
7 But after the death of Seleucus, and” Antiochus, called Epiphanes, took the 
8 kingdom, Jason the brother of Onias labored underhand to be high priest, promis- 
ing unto the king, at an interview,” three hundred and threescore talents of silver, 
9 and from some other * revenue eighty talents. And furthermore, he promised 
also to pay by note of hand * an hundred and fifty more, if he might be allowed, of 
his own right, to set him * up a gymnasium and place of exercise for youth,” and 
10 to grant them of Jerusalem the civil rights of Antiochians.” And when the king 
had granted it,® and he had gotten into his hand the rule,” he forthwith carried 
11 over his countrymen to the Greek mode. And the royal privileges granted out of 
goodwill *! to the Jews by means of John the father of Eupolemus, who made 
the embassage ** to Rome on behalf of friendship and alliance,** he took away ; and 
doing away with the civil polity that was ® according to the law, he brought in * 
12 new customs against the law; for he built gladly a gymnasium ™ under the citadel * 
13 itself, and brought the chief young men under a hat, and led them.” And there 
took place to such a degree a kind of culmination of Hellenism, and a going over to 
a heathenish manner of life, through the exceeding impurity of the ungodly man and 
14 no high priest, Jason, that the priests were no more zealous concerning the services 
at the altar, but despising the temple, and neglecting the sacrifices, hastened to be 
partakers in *! the unlawful representation in the paleestra, after the summons to 
15 the contest with the discus ; *? and while holding in no esteem their ancestral honors, 
16 they accounted the Grecian distinctions of highest worth. And by reason hereof 
sore peril encompassed them; and“ they had them as“* enemies and avengers 
whose manner of life they imitated,* and whom “* they desired to be thoroughly * 
17 like in all respects.* For 7# 7s not a light thing to do wickedly against the laws of 
God; but the time following will make it manifest.” 


* 


Ver. 2.—1 A. V.: Thus was he bold. 2 that had deserved well. 5 tendred (rév before cndeudva is omitted 
by 55. 62. 64. 98.) Ais own nation. 4 so zealous of. 

Vers. 8, 4. —5 A. V.: their hatred. § omits also. 7 faction (lit., those who had been proved by Simon). 
8 (cuvopar, i. e., taking in at a glance.) ® (xaAerov, namely, the difficulty of getting along under such cireum- 
stances.) 10 this. 11 as (ws is omitted by 19. 52. 62. 64. 93.) being the governor. 12 (It might be rendered, ‘‘ the rage 
of A., who as general of 0. and P. increased the wickedness of Simon.) 18 malice. 

Vers. 5, 6.— 14 For ws III. 64. 106. have mpés ; 52., as mpds. Cf. Wahl, s. v. 15 A. V.: his countrymen. 16 seek- 
ing. 17 of all, both publick and private (see Com.). 418 continue quiet (ruxety eipnyys Err. Gaab suggests the ren- 
dering again for the last word, referring to Judith xiii. 11). WW did look thereunto. 

Vers. 7, 8.—20 A. V.: when. *1 py (dua, more lit., by means of) intercession (cf. 1 Tim. ii. 1; iv. 5. The ety- 
mology would indicate a casual meeting. The word meant first, a lighting upon followed by the dat. of the person ; 
second, a conversation, followed by the gen.). 22 of another. 


Ver. 9.—% A. V.: Beside this, he promised to assign (Staypaar. It is one of the less common meanings of this 
word. Lat., prescribere. Grimm suggests that it may even mean pay down, as in Dion. Hal., v.28. Codd. IIT. 28. 
read duaypapeuw ; 44. 55. 74. 248. Co., diaypaperv). 4 if he might have licence (for cvyxwpn67, 44. 74. 243. Co. Ald. 
read émixw. ; III. 23. 106., éxexopnyny). 2° (See Com.) 8 a place for exercise (cf. ver. 12), and for the training up 
of youth (épyBetov. See Com.) in the fashions of the heathen. 27 write (avaypayar = to register. Lit., to register 
them of Jerusalem, Antiochians. See Com.) ... . by the name of Antiochians. 

Vers. 10-12.— 98 A. V.: Which when . .. . granted. 29 (See Com.) 8° brought Ais own nation to the Greekish ! 
fashion. 31 granted of special favour. 82 the means. 88 went ambassador. 84 for amity and aid. 85 put- 
ting down the governments (see Com.) which were. 36 up. 87 a place of exercise (yuuvdcror). 38 tower. 
89 Ais subjection, and made them wear a hat,(see Com.). 

Vers. 18, 14.— 4° A. V.: Now such was the height (a1 ts. On the latter, see Winer, p. 170) of Greek fashions, 
and increase (rpdaBaors ; 106., mpoBaors ; Old Lat., profectus) of heathenish manners, through the exceeding profane- 
ness of Jason, ‘hat ungodly wretch, and not high priest . . . . had no courage to serve any more. 41 of, 42 al. 
lowance in the place of exercise, after the game of Discus called them forth (wera THY Tod SicKov mpokAnowy ; mpoaKkAnow, 
III. 19. 28. 62. 106.). ; 

Vers. 15-17.— 48 A. V.: not setting by the honours of their fathers, but liking the glory of the Grecians best of all, 
By (Fritzsche receives cai before xépw from IIT. 44. 62. 71. 74. 106. 248. Co. Ald.) reason whereof sore calamity came 
upon them: for. 44 to be their. 45 custom they followed so earnestly. 46 unto whom. 47 omits thoroughly. 
48 things. 49 shall declare these things. 
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18 And? when the contest? that was observed? every fifth year was celebrated 4 
19 at Tyrus, and® the king was® present, the abominable’ Jason sent messengers ° 
from® Jerusalem, who were Antiochians, to carry three hundred drachmas ” of sil- 
ver to the sacrifice of Hercules ; and they that carried them desired that they should 
not be used for a sacrifice, because it was not fitting, but be reserved for an- 

20 other expenditure” This money then, in regard to” the sender was meant for #8 
Hercules’ sacrifice ; but because of the bearers thereof it was employed in making 
triremes.! 

21 And” when Apollonius the son of Menestheus was sent into Egypt on account 
of * the coronation of the” king Philometor,!® Antiochus, learning that he had be- 
come ill affected toward his” affairs, took thought” for his own safety ; where- 

22 fore he came to J oppe, and went on™ to Jerusalem ; and 2° he was magnificently 
received by * Jason, and by the city, and was brought in” with torchlight, and 
with shoutings ; °* thereupon he * went with his force into Pheenice.® 

23 And* three years ® afterward Jason sent Menelaus, the before-mentioned 3% 
Simon’s brother, to carry “ the money unto the king, and to bring to a result memo- 

24 rials concerning ** necessary matters. But he, introducing himself to the king, and 
glorifying him with the mien of one in power, got the high * priesthood for *8 

25 himself, offering more than Jason by three hundred talents of silver. And ® he 
came with the king’s mandate,* bringing “ nothing worthy the high priesthood, but 

26 haying the fury ” of a cruel tyrant, and the rage * of a savage beast. And * Jason, 
who had undermined * his own brother, being undermined by another, was com- 

27 pelled to flee * into the country of the Ammonites. And Menelaus“ indeed got the 
rule ;* but of * the money that he had promised unto the king, he paid none, 
albeit Sostratus the eparch® of the citadel demanded” it; for unto him apper- 

28 tained the gathering of the moneys.*® Wherefore they were both called before the 

29 king. And ** Menelaus left his brother Lysimachus as representative of the high 
priesthood ; * but °° Sostratus left Crates, who was governor of ™ the Cyprians. 

30 But when these things were arranged, it came to pass that they * of Tarsus and 
Mallus ® made insurrection, because they had been given™ as a present * to the 

31 king’s concubine, Antiochis. Then came the king in all haste to appease ® matters, 

32 leaving Andronicus, one of those “ in authority, as his representative. But Mene- 
laus supposing that he had gotten a favorable opportunity,” stole certain vessels of 


Vers. 18,19.—1A.V.: Now. 2 game. 3 used. £ kept. 5 omits and. S being. 7 this ungracious. 
§ special messengers (marg., ‘‘ Gr., who were religious ambassadors.”” The Greek is Gewpovs,i.e., spectators. See Com.). 
® (Fritzsche receives as before a6 from III. 19. 28. 44. 55. al.) 10 drachms (19, 62. 64. Syr., 3,300). 11 which 


even the bearers thereof thought fit not to bestow upon the sacrifice, because it was not convenient, but to be reserved 
(xaraGéo@ar. The writer had this word in mind, when he wrote ds at the beginning of the sentence, rather than 
xp7e@a1, on which ds really depends) for other charges. 

Vers. 20, 21.—? A. V.: of (&é. More literally, on account of). 18 was appointed to (cf. Com). Fritzsche adopts 
érece pev odv from 19. 62. (93., érecov) ; Eece 5é, 23. 55. Syr.; text. rec., Eeuipev). 14 to the making of gallies, 
& Now. 16 for. 17 (Marg., enthranizing. See Com.) of. 18 Ptolemeus (Fritzsche omits, with III. 19. 28. 44, 55. 
al.) Philometor. 19 understanding him [Ptolemy] not to be well affected (4AAdrpuoy .. . « yeyoveévat) to his (for 
avrav of the text. rec., Fritzsche adopts avrov from IIT. 23. 55. al.) 20 provided for (see Com.) his. *1 whereupon. 
22 and from thence. 

Ver. 22. —23 A. V.: where. 4 honourably (Fritzsche receives weyadouepas from III. 19. 28. 44. al.; text. eC. 
seyadorper as). 2% of. 26 of. 77 (Fritzsche, with Keil and Grimm, read eicedéx6n, as III. 19. 44. 52. 55. al. ; text, 
rec., elomemépevtat.) 28 great shoutings. * and so afterward (¢l@’ orws = “‘ tum quum factum esset,”? Grimm). 
$0 host unto Phenice (on kateorparomédevae, cf. iii. 85). 

Vers. 23, 24.—81 A. V.: omits And. 32 year. 83 foresaid. 34 bear (cf. ver. 19). 85 put him in mind of 
certain (Urouvnpatiopods TeAégov7a. The former word is to be taken for drouvipara, or trouyypariopata. Grotius 
renders improperly by monita facere). 86 being brought to the presence of (ovata@ets) . . . . when he had magni- 
fied him for the glerious appearance of his power (see Com.). 37 omits high. 88 to, 

Vers. 25, 26. — 89 A. V.: So. 40 (Lit., having taken the royal commands he came.) 41 (hépwv.) 42 (Aumovs. ) 
43 (dpyds.) 44 Then. 45 Cf. ver. 7. 46 Gr., fleeing was driven away. The verb cvveAavvw means lit., to drive 
together. But here the preposition seems to be used for emphasis. Cf. v. 5. 

Vers. 27, 28. —47 A. V.: So M. 48 the principality (cf. ver. 10). 49 as for. 50 took no good order for it (I ren- 
der freely. Lit., he brought nothing into order). 51 ruler. 52 castle required. 53 customs (cf. i. 85, Fritzsche 
receives Stadépwr from IIT. 19. 23. 44. 55. al.; text. rec., ddpwv. The former is also favored by Grimm and Keil). 

Vers. 29-31. —54 A. V.: Now. 55 in his stead in the priesthood (19. 62. 64. 98., iepwovvys. Cf. ver. 31). 56 and. 
57 (simply émt.) 58 While those things were in doing (Vulg., “‘ dum hxc agerentur.”” Gr., Tovovtwy 8 cvvertynKétwy = 
But when such things had been brought to order), they. 59 Mallos. 60 they were given (instead of SeSéc0ax, III. 
44. 74. 106. 248. Co. Ald. have 66éc8a1, which would imply that the cities had revolted on the reception of the news of 
the fact stated). 61 omits as a present (év dwped). 62 called A. 63 (Cf. Acts ix. 1] in the Greek, where karacréAAw 
is used ashere.) aman. © for his deputy (cf. ver. 29). , 

Ver 32.—% A. Y.: Now. 67 conyenient time. 
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gold out of the temple, and gave them? to Andronicus, and had succeeded in selling 

33 others in? Tyrus and the cities round about. And Onias on learning of it® of a 
surety, reproved him sharply, after he had withdrawn * into a sanctuary at Daphne, 

34 that lieth by Antiochia. Wherefore Menelaus, taking Andronicus apart, prayed 
him® to get Onias into his hands ;° and he came to Onias, and being persuaded to 
use” deceit, gave him his right hand with oaths; * and though he was® suspected 
by him, yet persuaded he him to come forth from” the sanctuary ; and “ forthwith 

35 he put him out of the way ? without regard for ¥ justice.* For which ¥ cause not 
only Jews,'® but many also of other nations, had” indignation,* and were discon- 

86 tented over” the unjust murder of the man. And when the king came back ® from 
the places in* Cilicia, the Jews that were in the city, while also the Greeks, in 
common, hated the evil deed,” complained because Onias had been put to death 

37 unjustly. Therefore Antiochus was heartily sorry, and moved to pity, and wept, 
because of the sobriety and great correctness of conduct * of him that was dead. 

88 And being inflamed ® with anger, forthwith he took away Andronicus’ ** purple, 
and rent off js clothes, and leading him about ” through the Whole city unto the * 
very place where he committed” impiety against Onias, there slew ® he the blood- 
stained wretch, the Lord repaying him with the punishment he * deserved. 

39 But since many temple robberies were * committed in ® the city by Lysimachus 
with the consent of Menelaus, and the bruit thereof was spread abroad, the multi- 
tude gathered themselves together against Lysimachus, many vessels of gold hay- 

40 ing been ™ already carried away.” And*® the common people rising,” and being 
filled with rage, Lysimachus armed about three thousand men, and began first to 
offer violence,*® one Auranus ® being leader,*® a man far gone in years, and no less 

41 also“ in folly. But they seeing also“ the assault ** of Lysimachus, some of them 
caught stones, others clubs, and some took “* handfuls of dust, that was next at hand, 

42 and* cast them all together ** upon the party of Lysimachus.* Thereby * many of 
them they wounded, and some also they struck to the ground, but all they 
forced to flee ; and the temple * robber himself they * killed beside * the treasury. 

43 But on account of * these matters ® there was an accusation laid against °° Mene- 

44 laus. And when the king came to Tyrus, three men that were sent by the coun- 

45 cil pleaded the cause before him ; but Menelaus, being already convicted, prom- 
ised Ptolemy the son of Dorymenes much™ money, to the end that he might win 

46 over the king. Wherefore Ptolemy taking the king aside into a certain gallery, 

47 as it were to take the air, brought him to be of another mind. And while ® he dis- 


Vers. 82, 83.—1 A. V.: some of them. 2 some he sold into (ériyxave tempaxas). 8 Which (& is omitted by It. 
65. 71. al.) ... . knew (see Com.). * he reproved him (the prep. in wap7Aeyxev is intensive), and withdrew himself. 

Ver, 84.— 5 rapexaaAet, § i. e., to kill him, which the word meant in later Greek. 7 A. V.: who being per- 
suaded thereunto, and coming to O. in. 8 ( Teat. rec., kat deEvds e0 Gpxwy Sovs. Fritzsche adopts “ from nearly all 
the MSS.”’ kai deftacdeis uel’ dpxwy Sovs defvav, with the rendering, et cwm salutatus (acceptus), dextram cum juramentis 
dedisset. This form of the text is also supported by Grimm. The latter, however, would join jxe6’ dpxwv with Scéac- 
@eis. Keil defends the text. rec. The plural defids is elsewhere used of one person (xi. 26, xii. 12; 1 Mace. xi. 50, 62). 
and the other reading gives an unusual meaning to SeftacGeis, might easily have arisen from a combination of an 
readings, besides — if Grimm’s rendering is adopted — bringing an unnatural thought into the text.) 9 were. 10 of. 
11 whom. 12 he shut up (wapéxAcuoev ; other Codd., carékAeurev ; Old Lat., peremit; Syr., interfecit. See Com.). 
1 of, 14 ov aideaOels Td Sixacov. 

Vers. 35, 86. —15 A. V.: the which. 16 the J. 17 took great. 18 (éSeivagov. The verb is used in the sense of 
Seas péperv.) 19 much grieved for. 20 was come again. 1 about (kara. Of. ver. 30). 22 and certain of the 
Greeks that abhorred the fact also. °3 was slain without cause (lit., contrary to expectation). 

Vers. 37, 38. — 4 A. V.: sober and modest behaviour (see Cor.). 25 kindled. 26 Andronicus his. 27 him 
28 that. 29 had committed. 80 (For amexdopuyoe, 19. 62. 64. Ald. Syr., améerecve ; Old Lat., jubet .... vita petra 
Of. Com.) 31 cursed murderer. Thus....rewarded him his... .as he had, ‘ 

Vers. 89, 40. — 82 A. V.; Now when many sacrileges (see ver. 42) had been. 88 in (kara. The proceeds were sold 
in different places), %4 being. 35 (ScahéperOoan, to be borne off different ways.) 86 Whereupon. 87 (émeyetpo- 
pévev, stirred up, excited hostilely.) 38 (See Com.) 89 (23. adds Tupavvov. This word is read alone by the text 
rec. Codd. III, 55. 74. 106. Co. read as the A. V., which, as the more unusual, is likely to be the correct readin; ) 
40 the leader. 41 omits also. 2 


Vers. 41-48, —42 A. V.: They then seeing. 43 attempt (cf. v. 5). 44 some clubs (évAwy méxn), others takin 
45 omits and. 46 (hupdynv, mixedly, in a confused mass.) 47 upon L. (eis tots mepi roy A.): and thas that set en a 
them (the addition is found in 19. 28. 62. 64. 98, Ald.). 48 Thus. 49 some they stroke. 50 and all of them 
51 but as for the church. 52 him they. 53 besides. 54 Of, 55 matters therefore. 56 evéotn melee 
pos. 

Vers. 44-46.— 57 A. V.: Now. 58 from the senate (cf. i. 10). 59 now convicted (III., etAnupevos. See Com.). 


60 to give himmuch, 5! if he would pacify the king towards him 62 Whereupon. 
Ver. 47. —® A. V.:; insomuch that. 
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a 
charged Menelaus from the accusations, who was the! cause of all the mischief, 
the? poor men, who, if they had told their cause even before ? Scythians, would 


48 have been discharged as 4 


innocent, them he condemned to death. Therefore ® 


they that prosecuted ® the matter for the city, and for the people, and for the holy 
49 vessels, suffered forthwith the 7 unjust punishment. On which account even Tyrians,® 
moved with hatred of the® wicked deed, defrayed the expenses of a magnificent 
50 burial for them. But ” through the covetousness of them that were in power Mene- 
laus remained in office,” increasing in wickedness,” and proving himself *-a great 


traitor to his fellow citizens. 


Vers. 47,48. —1 A. V.: notwithstanding was. 
5 Thus, 
7 did soon suffer. 


2 and those. 
6 followed (Fritzsche adopts xpoyyopyicavres, from III. 28. 55. 64. 98. 106. Ald. 3 text. rec., mpoayopev.). 


8 yea before the. 4 should have been judged. 


Vers. 49, 50. —8A.V.: Wherefore even they of Tyrus. ® that. 10 caused them to be honourably buried. And 
$0. 11 still in authority (éri ms apyjs. Cf. ver. 10). 12 malice. 18 being (kabeorws). 
. Cuapter IV. 
Ver. 2. ‘OyocOvhs, of the same nation, i. e., of] Ver. 11. John, the father of Eupolemus. 


his countrymen. It is less broad, in general 
usage, than éudguaos. Cf. ver. 10; 3 Mace. iii. 21; 
Polyb., xi. 19, 3. 

Ver. 5. Both in general and in particular, 
Kowy Kat’ idtav. The connection of these words 
is asyndetic, and the «al, of IIL. and other MSS. 
is not required. 

Ver. 6. The results of this appeal of Onias to 
the king are not here recorded. The matter 
seems. to have been interrupted, before its con- 
clusion, by the death of Seleucus (vers. 7, 33). 
Onias did not return to Jerusalem, but was soon 
after murdered in Daphne, and Simon figures no 
more in the present history. 

Ver. 7. MeraddAdocew tov Blov, i. e., to give up 
the earthly life in exchange for the life beyond. 
Seleucus was murdered by Heliodorus, a fact 
which seems not to have been known to the writ- 
er, otherwise, judging from his usual course, he 
would have mentioned it. 

Ver. 8. The talents were, probably, Syrian. — 
Some other revenue. He seems to mean some 
other than that from the treasures of the temple. 
According to 4 Mace. iv. 17, it was 3,660 talents 
that were promised by Jason, a mistake that 
might have been easily made through the repeti- 
tion of a figure. 

Ver. 9. The sams mentioned are too great to 
allow us to suppose that a yearly payment is re- 
ferred to. So Keil against Grimm. — Aca rijs 
efouclas avrod (for abrov), through his own power, 
i. e., of his own right, without the necessity of 
conferring with the Jewish authorities about it. — 
EgnBlav, of the MSS., age of youth, is doubtless to 
be changed, with Grotius, to épnBetov, a place of 
exercise for youth. The force of air@ (for air, 
ef. Winer, p. 151 £.) is for his own purposes, with 
the privilege of putting it to such uses as he 
pleased. The following clause, tous év ‘IepocoAv- 
pots *Aytioxeis avarypawa, is differently interpreted. 
But it seems best, with most critics, to make ’Av- 
twxets the accusative in the predicate, and trans- 
late as above. The expression “those in Jerusa- 
lem.” is meant, apparently, to distinguish the in- 
habitants of the city from the Jews of the disper- 
sion. One of the chief privileges which Jason 
would be able to confer with the civil rights of 
an Antiochian, would be that of participating, on 
equal terms, in the Grecian games. 

Ver. 10. Rule, dpxjjs. It refers to the office 
of high priest, which at this time was an office of 
great political significance. 





Cf. 1 Mace. viii. 17 ff. It was Eupolemus who 
made this embassage, and not John, as Keerl sup- 
poses (Die Apok. d. A. T., Leipz., 1852, p. 74). 
He was accompanied on this errand by Jason, 
son of Eleazer.— Governments (A. V.), roacrefas. 
Rather, civil polity. The word refers first to the 
relation in which a citizen stands to the state, 
citizenship (Herod. ix. 34) ; (2) to the life and busi- 
ness of a statesman, and so government administra- 
tion, as given by the A. V.; and (3) civil polity, 
the condition of a state, which seems to be the 
meaning intended here. 

Ver. 12. Under the citadel (tiv axpdrodw). 
He sought to bring into contempt the place held 
in so great reverence by the Jews. — Under a hat, 
txd wéracov. The hat here meant was the so- 
called “hat of Hermes,” the patron of the gymna- 
sium, which was provided with a broad brim for 
protection against sun and rain during exercise. 
It was a sign of subjection to Greek customs to 
wear such a hat. Inasmuch as the preceding ézo- 
tdcowy is wanting in Cod. 23. and imd wéragoy is 
not found in Cod. 93., it was conjectured by 
Schleusner (Lez., s.v.), that the former word got 
into the text through mistake, being made up 
from the other two words, according to which the 
rendering would be and brought them under a hat, 
i. e., subjected them to Grecian customs. But the 
Syriac has the former word reading: “ subjecit et 
sub mensuram traduzit,” and there is little doubt of 
its having had a place in the original. The best 
recent critics make im) wéracov immediately de- 
pendent on trotdcowy, as above, which is gram- 
matically to be preferred. 

Ver. 14. Representation. The Greek word is 
xopnyla, and it refers originally to the representa- 
tions of achoir ; then to any similar representation. 
— There could hardly be given a more vivid picture 
of the intense interest and fascination which cen- 
tered in these Grecian games than is here found, — 
The discus is but another name for our quoit, As 
the term indicates, it was circular in form. It 
was made generally of metal and was often of 
great weight. There seems to have been some 
signal given for the beginning of these public con- 
tests of strength and skill. 

Ver. 15. Ancestral honors. This probably 
refers to their dignity as the chosen people of God, 
and, as the context would lead us to suppose, espe- 
cially to the offices of priest, elder, and scribe, as 
well as to the rewards in general of obedience to 
the law. — The Grecian distinctions. The allu- 
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sion is to the various rewards and prizes, which 
were conferred in connection with the athletic and 
other contests, as also to the civil and military 
offices in their gift. 

Ver. 18. Every fifth year. They really took 
place every fourth year, like the Olympic games, 
of which they were a probable imitation ; but it is 
said to have been every fifth year, because both 
the years in which the games took place are in- 
cluded. — Fritzsche would insert, with Cod. IIL., 
and other authorities, as above, as before amd, “as 
from Jerusalem,” 7. €., as representatives of Jeru- 
salem, although real Antiochians. But the sequel 
shows that they were actually fair representatives 
of Jerusalem. Their consciences would not allow 
them, although they had become in most_re- 
spects, as it would seem, pretty thoroughly Hel- 
lenized, to go as far as Jason had expected and 


desired. The ws is probably a correction from a 
later hand. 
Ver. 19. Messengers, @ewpovs. The word 


means spectators. It is used in the classics as re- 
ferring to any one who travels for the sake of ob- 
serving men and things, and to an ambassador 
sent to consult an oracle, or to present some gift 
at the public games. The Athenians sent Oewpol to 
the Delphic Oracle, and to the four great Hellenic 
games. — Who were Antiochians. They were, it 
would seem, simply persons who had received the 
right of citizenship as Antiochians, otherwise their 
qualms of conscience touching the gifts to Hereu- 
les would be difficult to explain. — Three hundred 
drachmas. The sum is so small, less than fifty 
dollars, that a correction to 3,300 has crept into 
some of the MSS., as also into the Syriac version. 
It is possible that the Attic drachma is meant, 
which was of a somewhat higher value. The Attic 
coin weighed 66 grains troy, the Phoenician, 584 
grains, and the Ptolemaic, 55 grains. — Sacrifice 
of Hercules, 7. e., the festival of Hercules which 
was celebrated in connection with these games, 
and was attended with sacrifices to this hero. 

Ver. 20. The reading érecey for reuWev seems 
to be clearly required. The expression mirrew 
els tt means to fall into and remain in a thing, hence 
to belong to it, to be meant for it. 

Ver. 21. (Son) of Menestheus. This is said 
to distinguish him from another Apollonius, the 
son of Thrasseus (iii.5,7; iv. 4). Cf. also Liv., xii. 
6.— Coronation, mpwroxdicia. The word is used 
in Matt. xxiii; 6, in the sense of the uppermost seat 
at table. The transition from this meaning, which 
was the more common one, to that of the first 
place on the throne, or the enthroning of a king, was 
very easy, and it is likely that such is its meaning 
here, as this event must have taken place at about 
the present time. It might mean also, a wedding 
Jestival. Lutherread mpwrokAjora and translated 
by, ersten Reichstag, first imperial diet. Philo- 
metor assumed the government in the fourteenth 
year of his age (B. 0. 173), having been previously 
under the guardianship of his mother Cleopatra, 
sister of Antiochus Epiphanes, and after her death, 
of Eulseus and Leneus. — Took thought for his 
own safety. He provided for the safety of him- 
self and kingdom by putting things in readiness 
for hostilities on the part of Ptolemy Philometor. 
This Egyptian king had the design to win back 
Coelesyria, which had been wrested from Egypt 
by Antiochus III., as well as to obtain possession 
of Phoenicia and Palestine. Antiochus, naturally, 
went first to the important harbor of Joppa, to 
see that it was put in 4 condition of defense, and 
from thence to Jerusalem, 








Ver. 23. Three years afterward, namely, 
from the beginning of Jason’s high priesthood, B. 
c. 174-171.— Menelaus. According to Josephus 
(Antig., xii. 5, § 1; cf. xv. 3, § 1; xix. 6, § 2), he 
was the brother of Jason. But our book seems at 
this point to be tolerably trustworthy. Cf. Schiirer, 
Neutest. Zeitgeschichte, p. 75. ; 

Ver, 24. Té mpocdmm ris etovotas = with the 
appearance of power, i.e., with the mien of one 
who had great influence. The king felt flattered 
by the attentions of such a man. — Got, karhv- 


tnoe. Used thus transitively, it is said, only 
here. 

Ver. 25. The fury .... the rage, @upods 

. dpyds. The former word is used in Plato, 


Thucydides, and the later Greek, widely, for the 
ebullition of wrath and excitement of spirit in 
general. It is used with épyf in Rom. ii. 8; Eph. 
iv. 81; Col. iii. 8; Rev. xvi. 19. The former word 
denotes the inward excitement, the second the 
outward manifestation of it. Cf. Cremer’s Lez., 
S$. 0. 

Ver. 29. Sostratus was summoned before the 
king, because he had not compelled Menelaus to 
pay the money.— Governor of the Cyprians. 
Inasmuch as Cyprus at this time was not in the pos- 
session of Antiochus, it is thought that this must 
mean that Crates had been at an earlier period, 
or became at a later period governor of this isl- 
and. Menelaus returned to Jerusalem after a 
short time, as it appears later in the history, and 
resumed the duties of his office. He seems not to 
have seen Antiochus, but only his representative 
Andronicus. And it is probable that he induced 
him through bribes to espouse his cause, even to 
the extent of putting to death the former high 
priest, Onias. 

Ver. 30. Mallus. A city of Cilicia, on the Medi- 
terranean, at the mouth of the Pyramus, about 
twenty miles from Tarsus. — As a present, éy dw- 
peg. Lit. in the nature of a gift, cf. 1 Cor. ii. 7, év puo- 
tnpl». It was an Asiatic custom to give away 
cities and lands as dower. But these cities may 
have considered it as a stain upon their honor, 
that they should be bestowed on one of the mis- 
tresses of Antiochus. 

Ver. 32. He probably intended to use the 
money thus obtained to discharge his indebtedness 
to the king. 

Ver. 33. It also (af). The word “also” 
which the A. V. has not noticed, means here, in 
addition to the other wicked deeds of Menelaus. 
— Of asurety. He would not act upon uncer- 
tainties ; neither would he act rashlv and expose 
his own life needlessly. — Daphne. “It was prop- 
erly a part of Antioch, lying in its immediate vi- 
cinity, though on the opposite side of the Orontes. 
Its importance can be judged from the fact that 
Antioch itself was called “the Antioch near 
Daphne” to distinguish it from nine other cities 
of the same name. Why Onias, a Jew and for- 
mer high priest, should take refuge in this hea- 
then sanctuary, it is not easy to understand. 

Ver. 34. Put him out of the way, mapeKAet- 
cev. ‘The word means, to shut out. Cf. Herod. 
vi, 60: “And other people cannot take advan- 
tage of the loudness of their voice to come into 
the profession and shut out (wapaxAntover) the 
herald’s sons.” The idea here is that Onias was 
excluded from the rights of an asylum, 7. e., was 
put to death. Asylo statim exclusit seclusumgue in 
custodiam conjecit ibique trucidavit. Wahl’s Clavis, 
s.v. This is supposed to be the only place where 
the verb is used in this sense: 


6¢ 
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_ Ver. 36. Complained, évertyxavev. The con- 
text alone supplies the idea that they went to him 
with a complaint. 

Ver. 37, The word cadpootyn refers to so- 
briety in a moral sense, by which the lower pas- 
sions were kept in check, and ecdragfa to its result 
in moral purity, correct conduct. The reported 
Weeping of Antiochus Epiphanes must be re- 
garded either as something that was put on for 
popular effect, or as something that had no real 
basis in fact. Nothing that we know of him would 
lead us to suppose that he felt, or could feel, any 
such regard for Onias, as it is here represented 
that he felt. 

Ver. 38. Andronicus had, perhaps, the right 
to wear purple as a representative of the king ; or, 
it was a dignitysthat for some other reason had 
been conferred upon him.— There slew. Since 
at v.25 we read again of a certain Andronicus 
some would render the word dmexdounce in the 
sense, took away his garments, the symbols of his 
rank. But this had already been done. The 
word must mean here, to put out of the way, out of 
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the world. Cf. Hom., Odys., vii. 232, where it is 
used with the meaning to remove. The name An- 
dronicus was a common one. 

Ver. 39. Abroad, ?. e., outside of the city, where 
the Hellenizing customs were less known and less 
popular. 

Ver. 40. Began first to offer violence, Karhp- 
taro xepay adlxwy. Grimm would translate: 
“ Machte mit Gewaltthat den Anfang,” “ made the 
beginning with violence ;” Keil, “ began unright- 
eous dealing ;” De Wette, ‘used unjust force ;” 
Wahl, * Manibus injustis utt caepit.”’ 

Ver. 41. Ibysimachus was not himself with 
the armed force, its leader being Auranus. 

Ver. 45. AeAeyuuévos. The word is used in the 
sense that he had nothing whatever to offer in 
proof of his innocence, and hence, as we are ac- 
customed to say, was ‘‘ without a case” in court. 
— Ptolemy. Cf.1 Mace. iii. 38. 

Ver. 47. Before Scythians. Cf. Cicero’s ora- 
tion against Verres (ii. 5, 58): ‘‘Si hee apud 
Scythas dicerem . .. . tamen animos etiam barba- 
rorum hominum permoverem.” 








CHAPTER V. 


1 Asovrt this? time Antiochus undertook his second campaign? into Egypt. And 
2 it came to pass,® that through all the city, for almost * forty days, there were seen 
horsemen running through the air, having clothing interwoven with® gold, and 
armed with lances, like squadrons,* and troops of horsemen in array, and attacks 
taking place, and assaults on both sides, and movements” of shields, and a® multi- 
tude of pikes, and drawing of swords, and casting of darts, and glittering of golden 
ornaments, and armor ® of all sorts. Wherefore every man prayed that the mani- 
festation might betoken good. And when there arose ™ a false rumor, as though 
Antiochus had died,” Jason took not less than a thousand men, and suddenly 
made an assault upon the city ; and they that were upon the walls being driven off,!# 
6 and the city at length already * taken, Menelaus fled into the citadel.!* But Jason 

made a slaughter of ” his own fellow ** citizens without mercy. not considering that 

to gain the day against those akin were a most unhappy day,” but fancying that” 
7 they were * enemies, and not * countrymen, from * whom be won trophies. But 
while * he obtained not the rule, he did receive shame as the result of his *° treason, 
and fled again *’ into the country of the Ammonites. Now he reached the end of 
his evil course.** Being accused™ before Aretas, the king ® of the Arabians, fleeing 
from city to city, pursued by * all men, and®™ hated as an apostate from * the laws, 
and being held * in abomination as executioner ® of his fatherland and fellow citi- 
9 zens,** he was cast out” into Egypt. And * he that had banished many from their 

fatherland ® perished in a strange land, retiring to the Lacedemonians, as though ” 


Vers. 1,2.—? A. V.: the same. 2 prepared his second voyage. 8 then it happened, 4 the space almost of. 
5 in the air (Fritzsche receives dua tov a¢pwy from III. 23. 44. 55. al.; text. rec., dua tov aépos. By the former, the 
aerial spaces are referred to, and it seems to be the correct reading), in cloth of. 6 a band of soldiers (it is not clear). 

Vers. 3,4. —7 A. V.: encountering and running one against another, with shaking (plur., but better rendered as 
sing.). 8 omits a. 9 harness. 10 that apparition might turn to (én... . yevéoOar. Codd. III. 106. 19. 62. 93., 
yeyevjc@ar. See Com.). 

Vers. 5-7. — 11 A. V.: Now... . was gone forth. 12 been dead. 13 at the least. 14 put back (cf. Greek at 
iv. 26, 42). 15 omits already. 16 castle. 17 slew. 18 omits fellow (cf. iv. 5, 50). 19 get... . of them of 
his own nation would be .. . . day for him. 20 thinking. 21 had been his. 22 not his. 23 omits from. 
24 conquered (kataBadAcoOat, lit., lay a foundation. Grimm would read xaradaBéoGa). 2 Howbeit for all this. 
26 principality (cf. iv. 10), but at the last received shame for the reward of his. 27 Lit., departed fleeing, or as fu- 

itive. 
‘i Vers. 8, 9.— 28 A. V.: Jn the end therefore he had an unhappy return (avaorpopjs ; III. 19. 62. 93. 106., caracrpodis. 
But the ‘‘ catastrophe ©’ came earlier). 29 Being accused (see Com.), 30 (roy . . . . TUpavvov.) 31 of. 
32 omits and (as III. 62. 74. 106. Co.). 83 a forsaker of. %4 had. 85 an open enemy (marg., executioner), 
36 Ais country and countrymen. 87 (Fritzsche receives é&«Bpac6n from III. 44. 55. 74. al. ; cvvefeBpacbn, 19. 62. 64 
93. ; text. rec., cvveBpacOy.) 88 Thus, 39 driven many out of their country. 40 and thinking there. 


580 THE APOCRYPHA. 


10 to find succor by reason of kinship.1. And he that had cast out a multitude? un- 
buried had none to mourn for him, and was honored with no funeral of any sort,® 
nor a * sepulchre with Ais fathers. 

11 But® when this that had taken place ® came to” the king’s ear, he thought that 
Juda had revolted; wherefore * removing out of Egypt in a furious mood,’ he 

12 took the city by force of arms. And he’ commanded his soldiers to put to death 
without mercy such as fell in their way," and to slay such as went up upon the 

13 houses. And” there was killing of young and old, and * making away with men, 

14 and women, and children, and slaying of virgins and infants. And there were 
lost in all the three days ** fourscore thousand, whereof forty thousand were slain in 

15 conflict ; 7” and no fewer were ?® sold than slain. And? not content with this, he 
also * presumed to go into the most holy temple of all the earth,” having ” Meéne- 
laus, who had become a traitor both * to the laws, and to his fatherland, as™ guide ; 

16 and he took * the holy vessels with polluted hands, and with. profane hands dragged 
around *° the things that were dedicated by other kings to augment the glory and 

17 honor of the place.” And Antiochus was lifted up * in mind, considering ® not that 
the Lord *® was angry for a while* for the sins of them that dwelt in the city, and 

18 therefore his eye was not upon the place.” But ® had they not been before en- 
tangled * in many sins, this man, on pressing forward, had forthwith been scourged 
and turned ®* back from his presumption, as Heliodorus was, whom Seleucus the 

19 king sent to view the treasury. But ®” God did not choose the nation * for the 

20 place’s sake, but the place for the nation’s ® sake. Therefore also ® the place it- 
self, that was partaker with them of the adversities “4 that happened to the nation, 
did afterwards, through the Lord, participate ” in the benefits ; “* and as it was for- 
saken in the wrath of the Almighty, so again, the great Lord being reconciled, it 
was set up with all glory. 

21 When now “ Antiochus had carried out of the temple a thousand and eight hun- 
dred talents, he departed in all haste unto “ Antiochia, thinking “ in his pride to 
make the land navigable, and the sea passable by foot ; such was the loftiness 47 of 

22 his heart.*® And he left also prefects to misuse *? the nation : at Jerusalem, Philip, 
as to his race a Phrygian, and as to his *! manners being more barbarous than he 

23 that appointed him ;* and at Garizin,®® Andronicus; and besides, Menelaus, who 
worse than the others, treated insolently his fellow citizens. And cherishing a hos- 

24 tile feeling toward the Jews,** he sent also that chief of evil doers,™ Apollonius, 
with an army of two and twenty thousand, commanding him to slay all those that 

25 were in the prime of life, but ® to sell the women and younger persons.” And this 


Ver. 9.—1 A. V.: his kindred. 

Vers. 10-12.—? A. V.: many. $ nor any solemn funeralsatall. 4 omitsa. 5 Now. 6 was done. 7 (3poo- 
megévrwv. Of. viii. 12, for a similar usage.) 8 whereupon. ® mind (lit., antmalized in soul, i. e., with the 
rage of a wild beast). 10 omits he. 11 Ais men of war not to spare such as they met. 

Vers. 18-15.— 12 A. V.: Thus. 18 omits and. 14 of, 15 omits and. 16 destroyed (cf. following) within the 
space of three whole days (lit., in three days in all, i. e., in not more than three days). W the conflict (see Com.), 
18 omits were. 19 Yet was he (kai, at the beginning, is omitted by III. 28. 44. 71. al.). 20 but (8¢ before rovtous is 
omitted by 62. 64. 93.). 21 world. 22 omits having. *3 that traitor. 24 his own country, being his. 

Vers. 16, 17. —25 A. V.: taking. 26 pulling down (cvacvpwv). *7 the augmentation and (by hendiadys for, to 
augment the)... . place, he gave them away (Fritzsche and Keil, with Grimm, would strike out éreSéSov. It is want-- 
ing in IIT. 28. 44, 52. 56. al. If retained, it should be rendered, delivered over, i. e., to be carried off). 28 so haughty 
was A. 29 that he considered. 80 deomorys. So at ver. 20, vi. 14, ix. 18, and often in the Apoe. 81 Bpaxéws, 
i, e., a short time. 82 Lit., therefore had happened his overlooking of the place. 

Vers. 18-20. —83 A. V.: For. 54 formerly wrapped (more lit., “‘ But if it had not come to pass that they were 
before entangled ’’). 55 as soon as he had come. 36 put. 37 Nevertheless. 88 people. 89 people's. 
40 And therefore. 41 (SvomeTyudrwy, & rare word, derived from dvs and TETELW. ) 42 communicate. 48 benefits 
sent from the Lord (if the words id 70d «upiov are to be retained — they are rejected by Fritzsche, with ITT. 44. 52, 55. 


56. al. Old Lat. — they should be connected, as just before, with éxovvévyce, showing the person by whom the matter 
is brought about). 


Vers. 21, 22. —44 A. V.: So when. 45 into. 46 weening (obs. in prose). 47 such was the haughtiness (8a 
Tov meTewpiop.ov. It limits @éoOar). 48 mind. 49 governors to vex. 50 for his country. 51 for. 52 get 
him there, 


Vers. 23, 24. —53 A. V.: Garizim (I give the form according to the Greek. Of. Com.). 54 all the rest bare a heavy 
hand over the citizens, having (8¢. Cf. Winer, p. 448) a malicious mind against (brepaipecdar, with dat. only here) his 
countrymen the Jews (rods moAiras Iovdatovs. It seems to mean simply ‘‘ Jews,” like avyp “IovSatos at 1 Mace. ii. 23. 
et passim. The Jewish fellow citizens are distinguished from others who were not Jews. See preceding line ) 
55 that detestable ringleader (roy jzvedpxyv. Some would render (who had been) “ governor of Mysia *’), 56 their 
best age (see Com.), and. 57 the (so III. 106. al.) younger sort. 
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man* coming to Jerusalem, and pretending peace, did forbear till the holy day of 
the sabbath ; and? when he found? the Jews keeping holy day,! he commanded 


26 his men to arm themselves. 


And® he slew all them that had gone forth to the 


spectacle,° and running into” the city with weapons, laid low a® great multitude.® 
27 But Judas, the Maccabee,” with nine others, or thereabout, withdrew himself into the 
wilderness,“ and lived in the mountains after the manner of beasts, with his com- 
pany ; and they ” fed on herbs ® continually, lest they should be partakers of the 


pollution. 


Vers. 25-27. 1A. V.: who. 
Tas.) 5 And so. 


2 omits and. 


Most suppose that this refers to the observance of the Sabbath in the temple. 


8 taking (AaRov. Of. Liddell and Scott's Lex., s. v.). 
8 were gone (e€eA@dvras ; IIT. 106., éA@dvras) to the celebrating of the sabbath (émi thy Oewpiav. 


4 (apyodv- 


@cwpia might, indeed, mean a festival or 


religious service. But we should not expect such a word to be applied, by a Jew, to the services of the temple. And 


the context is also against it. 
Hitzig, Herzfeld, and others). 
omit the phrase.) 12 who. 


7 through (eis). 


It was probably some spectacle in connection with the army. So Keil, with Luther, 
8 slew. 
18 (xoprady tpopyv = vegetable nourishment.) 


® multitudes. 10 J. Maccabeus. 41 (IIT. 52. 56. al. 


CHAPTER V. 


Ver. 1. On the historical fact here noticed, cf. 
1 Mace. i. 17 ff. 
Ver. 2. Forty days. This was asacred and 


symbolical number with the Jews, and next to 
seven occurs oftenest in their history. Cf. for 
similar representations of heavenly portents pre- 
ceding great events, Josephus (Bell. Jud., vi. 5, 
§ 3), Tacitus (v. 13). 

Ver. 4. Might betoken good, i. e., be a sign 
of good to the Israelites in the wars, which were 
thereby foreshadowed. Tiveo@a emi t1vt =to come 
to something, to happen for soinething. The alter- 
native reading noted above, yeyer7c@a, is not so 
well fitted as the former to express the idea that 
the prayer was made at the same time that the 
vision appeared, which must be supposed to have 
been the case. 

Ver.7. We are not informed of the circum- 
stance by which Jason was compelled to relinquish 
the prize which he had almost within his grasp. 
Possibly it was through the combined power of 
the citizens, and the Syrian troops in the castle, 
under Menelaus. 

Ver. 8. With Fritzsche, who places a period 
after @rvxev, Keil, Grotius, Gaab, Wahl, and 
others, we translate as above, making mépas the 
object of the verb. This verb is generally con- 
strued with the genitive of the thing, but some- 
times also with the accusative. Cf. Herod., v. 23. 
Grimm, on the other hand, would construe mépas 
. +. GvaoTpopys as accusative absolute, connect- 
ing érvxev with eyrAciobets (eyxAnbels). “ As 
it respects the end of his evil course, it happened that 
he, complained of before Aretas, fleeing from city to 
city,” etc. Keil properly objects to this transla- 
tion, that it makes the punishment of Jason the 
result of an accident rather than, as the narrator 
intended, the direct judgment of God. Cf. vers. 9 
and 10. The reading éyxaAndels, complained of, ac- 
cused, although without the support of the MSS. 
is adopted by Grimm and Fritzsche, as it had 
been previously by Luther, Grotius, De Wette, 
and others. The common reading, however, in 
the sense of shut up, driven into a corner, gives a 








good sense. As Wahl, Clavis, s.v.: “In angus- 
tias adigo, ita aliquem persequor, ut, quo se vertat, 
nesciat.” Jason may have been put under surveil- 
lance by Aretas at the request of Menelaus, or 
the Syrian governor. A king of the Nabatzi 
bore this name, ‘ Aretas,” as also in later times, 


the father-in-law of Herod Antipas. Cf. 2 Cor. 
xi. 32. 
Ver. 9. By reason of kinship. Not family 


relationship, but the supposed relationship of the 
Lacedemonians, in general, to the Jews. Cf. re- 
marks at 1 Mace. xii. 23. 

Ver. 14. In conflict. ’Ev yempdv vopais, lit., 
by the pasturage ( feeding, ravaging) of hands. The 
merciless hands of soldiers seized upon every one 
and consigned them to death. The number here 
given is generally thought to be considerably ex- 
aggerated. Cf. 1 Macc. i. 24. Josephus (Antiq., 
xii. 5, § 4) gives the number of prisoners as 
10,000. 

Ver. 21. The sum mentioned doubtless in- 
cludes all property taken from the temple. If 
they were Hebrew talents, it would amount to 
about three and a quarter millions of dollars; if 
Antiochian, to half as much. 

Ver. 23. Garizin (= Gerizim). The well-known 
mountain near Sychem, which lay over against 
Ebal. On it the Samaritans had built their tem- 
ple. This place is particularly mentioned, prob- 
ably, as being the centre of the Samaritan influ- 
ence. Cf. Joseph., Antiq., xii. 5, § 5. — Grimm and 
Bunsen’s Bibehoerk, following the Vulgate, Syriac, 
Luther, Theodoret, and a few MSS., would con- 
nect the last clause of this verse, and cherishing a 
hostile feeling, ete., with the next verse, as referring 
to Antiochus and as being the motive why he sent 
Apollonius into Juda. 

Ver. 24. In the prime of life, namely, all 
adults capable of bearing arms. The Apollonius 
here mentioned is the chief collector of taxes re- 
ferred to in 1 Mace. i. 29. 

Ver. 25. Till the holy day of the sabbath. 
He knew well that on this day they would offer 
no resistance. — Cf. 1 Mace, ii. 34. 
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Cuaptser VI. 


1 Nor long after this the king sent an old Athenian? to compel the Jews to de- 
part? from ® the laws of their fathers, and not to live‘ after the laws of God; and 
to pollute also the temple ° in J erusalem, and to call ét the temple of Jupiter Olym- 
pius; and that in Garizin,® of Jupiter the Defender of Strangers,’ as they indeed 
were,® that dwelt in the place. But® the inroad of the evil was sore and grievous 
even! to the people.” For the temple was filled with riot and revelling by the 
Gentiles, who dallied with harlots, and had to do with women in the forecourts of 
the temple,” and besides, brought in” things that were not fitting."* The altar 
also was filled with profane things, which the law forbiddeth. And” it was permitted 
neither 38 to keep sabbath days or celebrate ancestral ?° feasts, or simply to acknowl- 
edge one’s self * to be a Jew. And on the day of the king’s birth, every month, 
they were brought by bitter constraint to eat of the sacrifices ; and when the feast. 
of Bacchus was kept, they * were compelled to go in procession in honor of Bac- 
chus, crowned with * ivy. Moreover there went out a decree to the neighboring 
Greek cities, at ® the suggestion of Ptolemy,” to pursue the same course against 
9 the Jews, and compel them to eat of the sacrifices ; and that those who preferred not 
to go over to Hellenism ™ should be put to death. Then could one see * the pres- 
10 ent misery. For there were two women brought forward,” who had circumcised 
their ® children ; and these, having *! openly led them 82 round about the city, the 
11 babes hanging at their breasts, they cast** down headlong from the wall. And 
others, that had run together into the * caves near by, to keep the sabbath * day 
secretly, being discovered to Philip, were burnt % together, because they had scru- 
ples against defending themselves on account of the glory of * the most sacred 
day. 
12 noe I beseech those that read this book, that they be not discouraged because of 
these adversities, but consider that the ** punishments were not 89 for destruction, 
13 but for chastening® our nation. For, indeed,*! it is a token of great * goodness, 
when the godless are not suffered a** long time, but are * forthwith punished. 
14 For not as with the “ other nations, whom the Lord patiently forbeareth to punish, 
till they have *” come to the fullness of thetr sins, hath he determined to deal *8 with 
15 us, lest that, having “ come to the height of our sins, he afterwards take® ven- 
16 geance on™ us. Therefore 52 he never withdraweth his®® mercy from us; but 
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Vers. 1, 2. —1A. V.: man of Athens. 2 (Lit., to go over.) 3 from (Fritzsche adopts éaré from IIT. 19. 28. 44. 55. 
al.; text. rec., ex). 4(modttevecGar. Lit., to be a citizen, then to live as citizen in a state, but in Philo, Josephus, and 
Bib. Greek, as here.) 5 (The Attic form, Tov vedv, is here found. Cf. also ix. 16, x. 3, 5.) 6 Garizim (cf. v. 28). 
7 (Zeviov, i. e., hospitalis. Josephus, Antig., xii. 5, § 5, names this temple, improperly, Zevs “EXAjVVW0s.) 8 did desire 
(ervyxavov. It often stands for the copula, although properly the latter is to be understood with it). 

Vers. 8, 4.—9 A. V.: omits But. 10 coming in (leat. rec., émiotacis. Fritzsche would adopt from 19. 106., émiracts. 
The latter was used for the part of a play where the plot thickens, as opposed to mpotacts. Vulg., malorum incursio) of 
this mischief. 11 omits even. 12 (8xAous, i. e., the multitude of Jews who had given way to the Hellenizing ten- 
dencies.) 13 within the circuit of the holy places (mepiBdAos, the Greek designation of the forecourts of the temple, 
avaAai. Cf. 1 Mace. iv. 88, 48; 4 Mace. iv. 11). 14 besides that. 15 (Fritzsche adopts eiodepovtwy from III. 19. 23, 
55. al.; teat. rec., omits prep.) 16 lawful. 

Vers. 5, 6. —1 A. V.: law forbiddeth (rots drodterraAuevors ard Tov vonwv — which were separated off from the laws. 
It is a rare expression). 18 Neither was it lawful for a man. 19 or ancient. 20. or to profess Aimself at all (7. ¢., 
to live openly the life of a Jew). 

Vers. 7,8,— 21 A. V.: in. 22 (&rt omAayxviopov = oTAayxvav petadaBetv.) 23 the Jews (Fritzsche strikes out, 
as wanting in III. 28. 44. 52. al. Old Lat. Syr.). 24 to B., carrying (€xovres, but I render freely, according to the 
obvious sense). 2% neighbouring cities of the heathen, by. 26 Ptolemee (instead of IroAcuaiwy broTieuevwry of the 
common text, there is to be read, with Grimm, Fritzsche, and Keil, following III. 28. 44. 52. al., the sing.). 
27 against the Jews, that they should observe the same fashion (thy adtyv aywyyv ... - aye), and be partakers of 
their sacrifices ; and whoso would not conform themselves to the manners of the Gentiles. 28 might @ man have 
seen. 

Vers. 10, 11.—29 A. V.: omits forward (instead of avyvéx@ncav, IIT. 19. 62. al. read avjxonoav. Lat., falsely, delate 
sunt). © 80 (IIT. 23. 44. al. omit.) 31 whom when they had. 32 omits them. 33 cast them. 2 omits the. 
35 (Lit., seventh.) 86 ail burnt. 87 they made a conscience to help (in the way of defence) themselves for the 
honour of. N 

Vers. 12, 18.—%8 A. V.: for these (art. with force of demon.) calamities, but that they judge those, 89 not to be 
40 a chastening of. 41 omits indeed (IIT. 19. 28. 44. 55. al., cat ydp ; teat. rec., kai). #2 his great. . 43 wicked doers. 
44 any. ‘4 omits are. << 

Vers. 14, 15. — 46 A. V.: omits the. 47 pe. 48 so dealeth he. 49 being. 50 sin, afterwards he should take 
51 of (instead of the form éxéixg, not used in Attic Greek, 19. 28. 62. 64. 93. offer éxdviyj). 

Ver. 16.—*2 A. V.: And therefore. 53 TIT, 23, al. omit. 
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17 while disciplining with adversity, he forsaketh not his own! people. But let this 
be spoken to us, just for a remembrancer ; and after this short digression, we must 
come back to the narrative.? 
18 —_Eleazar, one of the principal scribes, a man already advanced in life,? and of 
most beautiful* countenance, was constrained to open® his mouth, and to eat 
19 swine’s flesh. But he, enduring more willingly death with glory than life with shame, 
20 came forward of his own accord to the torture, but not tid he had spit it out,® as 
it behoveth* them to come forward § that have the resolution to ward off from them- 
21 selves what is® not lawful for love of life to be tasted. But they that had the 
charge of the unlawful sacrificial feast, because of their old acquaintance? with the 
man, taking him aside, besought him to bring flesh of his providing, which it was 
permitted + him to use, and make as if he ate ” of the flesh taken from the sacrifice 
22 commanded by the king; that, so® doing, he might be delivered from death, and 
23 because of * the old friendship with them, find clemency.* But he taking a noble 
resolution, and one worthy of his age, and the dignity of his advanced years, and the 
glory of his acquired gray hairs, and his most praiseworthy manner of life from 
youth up, but especially of the holy and God-given law, uttered himself accordingly, 
24 saying straightway, that they should send him to Hades.!° For it is” not worthy of 8 
our age, to dissemble, lest ® many young persons thinking 7 that Eleazar, the man 
25 of ninety years, has gone over to heathenism, also themselves, because of my ” hy- 
pocrisy and because of the short and span-long life, should be misled on my account, 
26 and I assuredly get shame and disgrace to mine old age. For though also™ for 
the present time I be * delivered from the punishment of men, yet shall 2° I not es- 
27 cape the hands” of the Almighty, neither alive, nor dead. Wherefore now, man- 
28 fully exchanging®™ this” life, I will show myself worthy of my age, while leaving 
a noble example to the® young to die willingly and nobly a happy death for the 
sacred ** and holy laws. And having spoken thus,” immediately he went to the 
29 torture. But “ they that led him changed® the good will they bore ® him a little 
before into hatred, because the before-mentioned words, as they thought, were mad- 
30 ness.” But when he was about to die from blows,®* he groaned, and said, It is 
manifest unto the Lord, that hath the holy knowledge, that whereas I might have 
been delivered from death, I* endure sore pains in body by being beaten, but in 
31 soul gladly ® suffer these things, because I fear him. And thus, now," this man 
died, leaving his death for an example of nobility,*? and a memorial of virtue, not 
only to the young, but also to the majority of the * nation. 


Vers. 16, 17.—1 A. V.: and though he punish with adversity, yet doth he never forsake his. 2 that we have 
spoken (rav6’ yuty eipjow) be for a warning unto us. And now will we come to the declaring of the matter in few 
words (on 6v oAtywv, ef. Wahl, s. v., and Winer, p. 380). 


Vers. 18, 19.—% A. V.: an aged man. 4 a well favoured (Fritzsche omits ruyyavev after kaAAcoros, as wanting in 
TI. 28. 44. 55. 71. al.). 5 (avaxaveyv is omitted by 19. 28. 52. 62. 64. 93.) 5 choosing rather to die gloriously, 
than to live stained with such an abomination, spit it forth, and came of his . . . . torment. 

Vers. 20, 21. —7 A. V.: behoved. 8 come. ® are resolute to stand out (amvverOar ; IIT. 55. 93. 106., ayv- 
vacOa.) against such things, as are. 10 that wicked feast for the... . they had. 11 own provision, such as was 
lawful for. 2 did eat. 

Vers. 22, 23.— 18 A. V.: in so. 14 for. 15 favour. 16 began to consider discreetly, and as became his age, 


and the excellency of Ais ancient years, and the honour of his gray head, whereunto he was come (I render freely, ac- 
cording to the sense), and Ais most honest education (Fritzsche, with Grimm, Keil, and others, receives advactpodys from 
TI. 52. 55. 62. 64. Old Lat. ; text rec., dvarpopys) from a child, or rather the holy law made and given by God: there- 
fore he answered accordingly, and willed them straightways to send him to the grave. 

Vers. 24, 25.— 17A. V.: becometh. 18 omits worthy of. 19 said he, in any wise to. 20 whereby. 21 might 
think. 22 being fourscore years old and ten, were now gone to a strange religion (ef. iv. 13), and so they through 
mine. 23 desire to live a little time and a moment longer should be deceived by me, and I get (kataxtycouat. The 
prep. strengthens the simple form. Keil prefers the reading of III. Co., xaraxtynowmac. If the other reading is retained, 
a fut. indic. and an aor. subjunct. are connected together in the same sentence, as at Apoc. xxii. 14.) a stain. ... age 
and make it abominable. 

Vers. 26-28. — 4 A. V.; omitsalso. % shouldbe. 2% should. 7 hand. 8 changing. 29 this (art., with 
force of demon.). 30 such a one as mine age requireth ; and leave a notable example to such as be. 81 courageously 
for the honourable (cf. ver. 11). 32 when he had said these words. 33 torment. 

Vers. 29-31. — 84 A. V.: omits But. #5 changing. 86 bare. 87 foresaid speeches proceeded. .. . thought (text. 
rec., deAduBavov ; III. 23. 55. 106. al. Co., dreAduBavov), from a desperate mind (marg., madness). ®8 ready... 
with stripes. .**Inow. 4 am well content to. 41 omits now. # anoble courage. 43 unto young men (cf, 


vers. 24, 28), but unto all Ars. 
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Cuarter VI. 


Ver. 1. Not long after this. The sending of 
Apollonius with an army.— An old Athenian. 


The Old Latin, which is followed by Luther, has | 


Antiochenum, an Antiochian. The correction was 
probably suggested by a natural sense of fitness, 
but has no legitimate basis. The Greek is yépovta 
*AOnvatov. 

Ver. 5. Cf. 1 Mace. i. 47, concerning the offer- 
ing of swine on the altar. Nothing is said here 
of the heathen altar which was built over the 
altar of burnt offering ; but it would be hardly 
allowable on that account to infer, with Grimm, 
that our writer’s authorities contained nothing 
concerning the fact. He professes to make only 
an abstract. 

Ver. 7. The birth-day, according to this ac- 
count, was celebrated every month. But it is 
hardly credible that such was the case, as there 
are no other examples of the kind, in sacred or pro- 
fane history. Grimm thinks the author has con- 
founded another festival (cf. 1 Macc. i. 59), which 
oceurred each month, with that of the king’s 
birth-day. Keil has shown, however, that the 
festival referred to by Grimm did not itself occur 
every month, but thinks it possible, in the case of 
Antiochus Epiphanes, who even named himself 





cds on public coins, that he may have caused the 
monthly recurrence of his birth-day to be cele- 
brated by a sacrificial feast. 

Ver. 8. Ptolemy. The enemy of the Jews 
mentioned at iv. 45 ff. 

Vers. 14,15. The meaning is that God pun- 
ishes the Jewish people forthwith, not suffering 
them to fill up the measure of sin to the utmost, 
since, in the latter case, not their chastisement but 
their destruction would be necessary. 

Ver. 18. According to some accounts Eleazer 
was also high priest. In 4 Mace. v. 4, 35, vii. 6, 
12, he is represented as a priest. This probably 
arose from confounding him with some other 
Eleazer. — Of most beautiful countenance. By 
the ancients generally, including the Israelites, 
beauty of person was regarded as indicating the 
special favor of the divine powers. Ci. 4 Mace. 
Vill) 3, 9: 

Ver. 19. To the torture, ém) 7d tdumavor. 
The word means first, drum, then, a drumstick, a 
cudgel, third, an instrument .for cutting off heads. 
The instrument here meant was one by means of 
which the body was painfully stretched out, like 
the head of a drum, in order, while in that state, 
to be beaten to death. 





Cuarter VII. 


1 Awp1it came to pass also, that seven brethren with their mother were seized,” 


and compelled by the king to taste of the forbidden * swine’s flesh, being* tor- 

2 mented with scourges and whips.® But one of them as spokesman® said thus, 
What wouldest thou ask and” learn of us? For ® we are ready rather to die, than 

3 to transgress the laws of our fathers. And” the king becoming angry,” com- 

manded pans and caldrons to be made hot. And forthwith, these having been ” 

heated, he commanded to cut out the tongue of him that acted as spokesman,™ 
and scalping him," to cut off the extremities * of his body, the rest of zs brethren 

5 and Ais mother looking on. - And him,’® maimed in all his members, he commanded, 
being ”" yet alive, to be brought to the fire, and to be fried in the pan. And as the 
vapor was widely dispersed from the pan,’* they exhorted one another with the 

6 mother to die nobly, saying thus, The Lord God looketh upon us, and in truth ” 
hath mercy on” us, as Moses through his * song, which witnessed against them to 
their faces, made known,” saying, And he will have mercy on™ his servants. 

7 And after the first had died in * this manner, they brought the second for” a 
mocking stock ; and having”® pulled off the skin of Avs head with the hair,” they 
asked him, Wilt thou eat, before thow be punished throughout every member of thy 

8 body? But he answered in his native language, and said, No. Wherefore this 

9 one also suffered * the next torment in order, as the first. But ** when he was at 
the last gasp, he said, Thou, indeed, O persecutor,™ takest us out of the ® present 
life, but the King of the world will *° raise us up, who have died for his laws, unto 


Vers. 1,2.—!A.V.: omits And. 2 taken. 8 against the law to taste. 4 and were. 
spake first (yevduevos mpoyyopos. Of. Ex. iv. 16). 7 or. 8 omits For. ® to die, rather. 

Vers. 3, 4.—1° A. V.: Then. 11 being in a rage. 12 which forthwith being. 

14 omits scalping him (repioxv0icavras = having scalped in the Scythian fashion). 45 utmost parts. 

Vers. 5, 6. —16 A. V.: Now when he was thus. 1 him being. 18 of the pan was for a good space dispersed, 
19 manfully. 20 (Cf. iii. 9.) 21 comfort in (ef. Com. By meton., the consequent is taken for the antecedent). 
22 in his (pronoun is not found in the Greek). 23 witnessed, to their faces, declared. 24 shall be comforted in (cf. 
note on first part of the verse). 

Vers. 7-9. —% A. V.: So when. 
MSS.) 30 own (rarpiw). 

82 former did, 33 And. 


5 (vevpats.) 6 that 


13 spake first (cf. ver. 2). 


20 was dead after. 27 to make him. 28 when they had. 29 (Plur. in most 
81 he also received (€AaBe, but often used in the sense given. Lat., dare penas). 
34 like a fury. 85 this. 86 shall, 
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10 an everlasting reawakening of life.1 And? after him was the third made a mock- 
ing stock; and being required, he quickly * put out hes tongue, and stretched 4 
11 forth As hands courageously,® and said nobly,® These I had from heaven; and for 
12 his laws I give them up; and from him I hope to receive them again; and spoke 
so that * the king himself,? and they that were with him, marveled at the young 
man’s courage,” how he ™ regarded the pains as nothing.” 
13 And * when this one * was dead also, they tortured and tormented™ the fourth 
14 in like manner. And 1° when he was about” to die he said thus, It is desirable, 
being put to death by men, to look for hope from God,” to be raised up again by 
15 him; truly for thee there shall be * no resurrection to life. And immediately 74 
16 afterwards they brought up ™ the fifth also, and tormented him.2 But he looked 
towards him, and said, Thou, having * power over men, although ** corruptible, 
17 doest ” what thou wilt; but 8 think not that our race ™ is forsaken of God. But thou, 
continue thus,” and thou shalt *' behold his glorious might,®? how he will torment ® 
thee and thy seed. 
18 After him also they brought the sixth, and being about to die * he said, Be not 
deceived in vain; * for we suffer these things for our own sake,® having sinned 
19 against our God; therefore things worthy of marvel have occurred.*® But think 
not thou, that hast taken it® in hand to fight “ against God, that thow shalt escape “ 
unpunished, 
20 But the mother was exceedingly deserving of admiration,*? and worthy of endur- 
ing * memory, who saw * seven sons all* slain within the space of one day, and 
bore it* with a good courage, because of the hope“ that she had in * the Lord. 
21 She * exhorted every one of them, also,®° in her native language, filled with a 
noble spirit;°’ and bracing her womanly feelings * with a manly heroism, she 
22 said unto them, I know not® how you came into * my womb, nor did I give you 
breath and life, and did not arrange in order the constituent parts of each one. 
23 Accordingly,* the Creator of the world, who originated and formed man, and 
found out the origin ® of all things, will in“ mercy give you back both ® breath and 
24 life a@ain, as you now give up your® selves for his laws’ sake. But ® Antiochus, 
thinking himself despised, and suspecting it to be a reproachful speech, while © the 
‘youngest was yet alive, did not only exhort him © with™ words, but also assured him 
with oaths, that he would make him * both rich and happy,® if he would turn from the 
laws © of his ™ fathers, and would esteem him as a friend, and entrust to him offices.” 
25 But when the young man in no wise gave heed to it,” the king called up™ his 
26 mother, and admonished her to™* counsel the lad for his safety.» And when he 
had admonished her** with many words, she took it upon her to persuade her” son. 
27 But she bowing herself towards him, scorning the cruel tyrant, spoke ™ in her na- 


Ver. 9.—i A. V.: unto everlasting life (cf. ver. 14). 

Vers. 10-12. —2 A. V.: omits And (as 44. 62. 93.). & when he was required, he. 4 and that right soon, hold- 
ing. 5 manfully. 6 courageously. 7 I despise them. 8 Insomuch that. 9 omits himself (se 44.). 
10 (fuxyv.) 1 for that he nothing. 12 omits as nothing. 

Vers. 13-17. — 13 A. V.: Now. 14 man. 15 formented and mangled. 16 So. 17 ready. 18 Tt is good. 
19 (More lit., “‘ to await the hopes (wrought) by God.’*) 7° as for thee, thou shalt have. 21 omits And immediately, 
2 omits up. 23 mangled him. % Then looked he unto the king. 25 hast. 26 thou art. 27 thou doest. 
28 yet. 29 nation. 20 but abide a while. 81 omits thou shalt (this is often the force of the second of two im- 
peratives. COf., for the verb, John viii. 51). 32 great power. 88 (Here, according to IIT. 19. 28, 44. al., Baoaviet ; 
text. rec., Bagavioe. Cf. vers. 1, 13.) 

Vers. 18-22. — 44 A. V.: who, being ready to die. 85 without cause. 36 things for ourselves. 87 (IIT. 74. Co., 
auaprovres, instead of the pres. part.) 38 marvellous things are done unto us. 3° takest. 40 strive. 41 (Lit., 
be.) #2 was marvellous above all. 43 honourable. 44 for when she saw her. 4 omits all (force of avy in 
comp., or “‘ one after the other ’’). 45 she bare it. 47 hope (as a few minor codd. The most have the plur.). 
48 (éri.) 4 Yea, she. 50 omits also. 5 own. 52 courageous spirits (ppovjwatc). 53 stirring up her woman- 
ish choughts (lit., way of thinking). & stomach. 55 T cannot tell. 56 (épdvnre.) 57 for I neither gave you 
breath (76 mveduc) nor life, neither was it I that formed the members (cf. Job x. 10, 11; Ps. exxxix. 13-15) of every one 
of you. 

23, 24.— 58 A. V.: but doubtless. 59 who formed the generation of man (mAdoas avOpérou yeverw = origin- 
ated by forming). 60 beginning (yéveow). 61 also of his own. 62 you (cf. preceding verse). 63 regard not 
your own (cf. ver. 11). % Now. 65 whiles. 66 Aim (clearly required by the context). 87 by. 68 a rich and 
a happy man. 69 (Omitted by III. 19. 55. 62. al. Syr.) 70 his. 7 that also he would take Aim for Ais friend, and 
trust him with affairs (cf. Com.). 

Vers. 25-27. — 72 A. V.: would in no case hearken unto him. 78 omits up. 74 exhorted her that she would. 
7 young man to save /is life. 76 exhorted her 77 promised him that she would counsel fer. 78 Jaughing .. 
to scorn, spake. 
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tive language in! this manner:? O my son, have pity upon me that bore® thee 
nine months in my womb, and gave thee suck three years, and nourished thee, and 
28 brought thee up unto this age, and took care of thee.* I beseech thee, my child, 
look up unto ® the heaven and upon® the earth, and see” all that is therein, and 
understand ® that God made them of things that were not;® and the race of men 
29 came thus into befng. Fear not this executioner, but, showing thyself" worthy 
of thy brethren, take thy ? death, that I may receive thee again in mercy with thy 
brethren. 
30 While she was yet speaking,’ the young man said, What ** wait ye for? I will 
not obey the king’s commandment; but I will hear ® the commandment of the law 
31 that was given unto our fathers by Moses. And thou, that hast invented every evil ¥¢ _ 
32 against the Hebrews, shalt not escape the hands of God. For we suffer because of 
33 our sins. And though the living Lord be angry with us a little while for our chast- 
34 ening and correction, yet will he also” be at one again with his servants. But 
thou, O godless wretch,® and of all men most abominable,” be not lifted up vainly, 
priding thyself on ” uncertain hopes, lifting up thy hand against the servants of 
35 God.*4 For thou hast not yet escaped the judgment of the almighty and all-seeing 
36 God.” For our brethren, having now” suffered a short pain, are dead under God’s 
covenant of everlasting life; but thou, through the judgment of God, shalt receive 
37 the™ just punishment of thy presumption.”» But I, as my * brethren, give up 
both * body and soul * for the laws of our fathers, beseeching God that he would 
speedily be merciful unto owr nation ; and that thou under chastisements and 
38 scourgings ® mayest confess, that he alone is God; and that with * me and my 
brethren the wrath of the Almighty, which is justly brought upon all our race, 
39 may cease. But” the king, becoming angry,® handled him worse than the others, 
40 being embittered because he ** was mocked. And so this one ® died undefiled,* 
41 having ® put his whole trust in the Lord. And* last of all, after the sons, the 
42 mother died. Let so much now be related ® concerning the sacrificial * feasts, 
and the extreme torments.” e 


Ver. 27.—1 A. V.: country language on. 2 (odrws is omitted by 19. 62. 64. 93. Old Lat.) 8 bare. 4 en- 
dured the troubles of education. 

Vers. 28-30. —5 A. V.: my son, look upon. 6 omits upon. T omits see. 8 consider. 9 ( Text. rec., e& 
ove ovrwy ; III. 19. 28. 44. 62. 74. 93. 106. Co., odk é& SvtTwy. See Com.) 10 so was mankind made likewise. 11 tor- 
mentor, but, being. 12 take thy (émideEar TOV}. 33 Whiles .. . . these words (Fritzsche, with Grimm, adopts 
KataAyyovons from 19. 23. 106. 243. Co. ; III., eatadAynyovoys, which was probably erroneously written for the former ; 
text, rec., kataAdeyovons. Keil is satisfied with the common reading, especially as é7: does not well agree with the other. 

‘The A. V., however, has rendered with some freedom, the word meaning to recount, go over at length, as referring to 
the arguments and appeals she used with her son). 14 Whom. 1d obey. 


Vers. 31-35. — 16 A. V. : been the author of all mischief. 17 shall he. 18 man. 19 other most wicked. 


20 without a cause, nor puffed up with. *1 (Fritzsche receives odpavious waidas from ITI. 28. 44. 52. al.; text. rec., 
SovAous avtod.) 22 of Almighty God, who seeth all things. 

Vers. 36, 87. — 3 A. V.: who now have. 24 omits the. 25 for thy pride. °6 (Omitted by IIT. 44. al.) 
27 offer up my. 8 life. 29 by torments and plagues. . 

Vers. 88-42.— 30 A.V.; in. 51 nation. 2 Then. 58 being in a rage. 84 all the rest, and took it grievously 
that he. 35 So this man. 56 (ka@apds ; IIT. 19. 44. al. write as adverb. After this word, Fritzsche, Grimm, and 
Keil would strike out roy Biov ; it is wanting in III. 19. 28. 44. 55. al.) 87 and. 38 omits And. 39 this be 


enough now to haye spoken (cf. ii. 23, x. 10). 40 the (Fritzsche adopts tovs from III. 28. 44. 55. 62. al.; text. ree. 
omits) idolatrous. 4 tortures (cf. ver. 1 e¢ passim). 


CuHaprer VII. 


Ver. 1. The account of the martyrdom of this|the following: The Scythian soldier drinks the 
mother and her seven sons is found also in 4{blood of the first man he overthrows in battle. 
Mace. chap. viii. f. Whatever number he slays he cuts off all their 

Ver. 3. Pans andcaldrons. The pans (rfyava) | heads, and carries them to the king; since he is thus 
were such as were used for baking; the caldrons|jentitled to a share of the booty, whereto he for- 
(A€Bntas), for boiling. Possibly in this case, both | feits all claim if he does not produce a head. In 
kinds were used for the former purpose, or the|order to strip the skull of its covering, he makes 
latter may have held the fire by which the former|a cut around the head above the ears, and laying 
were made hot. This method of punishment was| hold of the scalp, shakes the skull out; then with 
common among the Babylonians and Persians, | the rib of an ox he scrapes the scalp clean of flesh 
and not unknown to the Jews. Cf. 2 Sam. xii.| and softening it by rubbing it between the hands, 
31; Jer. xxix. 22. uses it as a napkin.” , 

Ver. 4. In Herod. iv. 64 (Rawlinson’s ed.), we| Ver. 6. Have mercy on (cf. Text. Notes). 
read: “In what concerns war, their customs are|That the author of our book followed the LXX. 
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at Deut. xxxii. 36, is obvious from the fact of the 
direct quotation, and that the expression used is 
not good Greek. : 

Ver. 11. ‘“Ymepopd. The word means to over- 
look, hence, to yield, give up easily. ‘“ Despise ” 
his hands, he did not, for he says that he hopes 
to get them back from God again. 

Ver. 14. It is doubtful whether the sense here 
is that Antiochus, and others like him, would have 
no resurrection, or only a resurrection eis dAcOpov. 
Probably the -latter is true, since elsewhere (vi. 
26) he speaks of an apostate Jew as not being 
able to escape the divine punishment living or 


dead. Ci. Is. xxvi. 19; Ezek. xxxvii. 1-6; Dan. 
xii. 1, 2, 18. 
Ver. 24. Thinking himself despised. She 


spoke in Hebrew, and hence was not understood 
by the king. — Assured. In classical Greek this 
word, morodv, means to assure only in the middle 
voice. Hence the variation in some of the MSS. 
— Xpelas, offices, i. e., offices of trust under the 
government of the king. It is a word frequently 
used in the present and preceding book. Cf. 1 
Mace. iii. 28; x. 37, 41, 42; xiii. 15, 37; 2 Macc. 
ii. 153 vii. 24; viii. 9; xii. 39; xv. 5, 28. 

Ver. 25. Counsel the lad, tod weipaxiov. The 
word here used is different from that used in the 
first part of the verse, veavfov. It means boy, lad. 
It was, doubtless, purposely chosen with reference 
to the thought of the context. Such a boy, one 
might suppose, would have readily accepted the 
offers of the king under these circumstances. 

Ver. 28. Of (things) that were not, é oix 
évrwy. The variations of the MSS., it would seem, 
are to be accounted for on the supposition that 
there was an effort to make the point as clear as 

ossible, that the creation was literally from noth- 
ing. Td& wy dvta was an expression much in use 
by Philo, by which he meant an dudpoos bAn; 
the original material of which the world was 
made. Cf. Dahne,i.185f. There is no ground, 
however, for. supposing that the present book 
knows anything of such a theory, or knowing it 
that the author would give it the least support. 
Cf. Heb. xi. 3, cis 7b ut) €x Pawouevwy Ta BrAeTOMEVA 
yeyovevat.— And the race of man. Man was in- 
deed made from matter already existing, but it 
was from matter which was called into existence 
in this manner. 

Ver. 29. In mercy, r@ Ager. Cf. ver. 23. 
Keil, with Calmet and others, would refer this to 
the final resurrection, translating in the time of 
mercy, i. e., in the Messianic times. But this is to 
discover more in the text than it properly con- 





tains, and the phrase would seem to be best ren- 
dered as dative of means, through the mercy (i. e., 
divine mercy), or in mercy. 

Ver. 31. The Hebrews. This name for the 
Israelites is quite common in the present book, as 
well as in 4 Mace, It was their ancient name, but 
until the second century before Christ had, for the 
most part, gone out of use. 

Ver. 36. Covenant of everlasting life. Grimm 
would connect the words devyvdov (wis with the 
previous word wéyoy and not with the following 
ind diaOHeny, and Fritzsche does not separate them 
by a comma as in the received text. According 
to this construction, the rendering of the verse 
would be, “ For our brethren, who have endured the 
pain which is unto eternal life, have died (as being) 
under the promise [or covenant] of God.” But the 
unusual position of the second genitive, which is 
the principal objection to the other rendering, 
might be explained on the ground that the words 
were meant thereby to be especially emphasized. 
On the use of two genitives of different relations 
with one noun cf. Winer, p. 191. 

Ver. 41. According to 4 Mace. xvii. 1, the 
mother, in order to prevent any contact of her 
person with those of the heathen, threw herself, of 
her own accord, into the flames. 

With respect to the foregoing narrative, there 
is no ground for denying that it may have a basis 
in actual fact. In its details, however, there is 
not a little that transcends the bounds of credibil- 
ity. It is a suspicious circumstance, for instance, 
that this woman had just seven sons (cf. Ruth iy. 
15; Jobi. 2); and that these martyrdoms occurred 
in the presence of Antiochus Epiphanes, and were 
attended with the scenes here described is well 
nigh impossible. The king was, according to the 
history (v. 21, cf. 1 Mace. i. 24, 44; vi. 1 ff.), in An- 
tioch, while the executions took place in Jerusa- 
lem. Some of the church fathers have, indeed, 
been conscious of this difficulty and have repre- 
sented that the martyrdoms took place in Antioch. 
This view, however, has not only no sufficient his- 
torical foundation, but makes no account of one 
of the principal motives for what was done, which 
was to terrify the Jews into subjection. The 
speeches of the several sons, moreover, betray, in 
the form in which they are given, far more the 
hand of a rhetorician than that of a historian. 
They are still further developed in the same di- 
rection as they appear in 4 Macc., in the Historia 
Maccabeorum Arabica (5 Macc.), and elsewhere, 
during a later period. 





Cuapter VIII. 


1 Bur Judas the Maccabee,' and they that were with him, went through by-ways ? 
privily into the villages,’ and called their kinsfolks together,’ and taking unto them 


2 those that remained true to Judaism,® assembled about six thousand men. 


And 


they called upon the Lord, that he would look upon the people that was trodden 
3 down by ® all; and also pity the temple profaned by‘ ungodly men; and that he 
would also*® have compassion upon the city, gone to destruction, and about ® to be 


Vers. 1,2.—1A.V.: Then J. Maccabeus (IIT. 44. 52. 55. al., o kai M.). 
4 (Others render, ‘‘ encouraged their kinsfolk.*’) 


sidein. Of. Gal. ii. 4). 3 towns. 


2 omits through by-ways (lit., went by the 
5 took unto (III. 28. 62. 


64. 98., mpocAapBavonevor for mpocAaBdpevor) them all such as continued in (j<«mevqxdras év) the Jews’ religion, and. 


6 of (for karamarovmevor, III. 44, 64. al. read karamovodpevor). 
9 sore defaced and ready 


Ver. 8.—8 A. V.: omits also. 


7 of. 
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4 made even with the ground; and hear the blood that cried unto him, and remem- 
ber? also? the wicked slaughter of innocent babes,’ and the blasphemies com- 
mitted against his name; and that /e would show his hatréd against the wicked.‘ 
And when the Maccabee had gathered his troop’ about him, he became at once 
invincible to® the heathen; for the wrath of the Lord was turned into mercy. 

6 And coming unawares upon cities and villages, he burnt them ; and getting into his 

hands the conveniently situated places, he overcame and put to flight’ no small 

7 number of Avs enemies. Specially *® took he advantage of the night® for such - 

plots.“ And there was spread everywhere no inconsiderable report of his 
bravery.” 

8 And” when Philip saw* that this man increased by little and little, and that 

things had not a little > prospered with him,” he wrote unto Ptolemy, the general ” 

9 of Celesyria and Pheenice, to come to the aid of ® the king’s affairs. And he” 

forthwith choosing Nicanor the son of Patroclus, one of the king’s foremost ” 
friends, sent 2! him with no fewer than twenty thousand of all nations under him, 

to root out the whole race ” of the Jews; and with him he associated 23 also Gor- 

10 gias, a general, and one who ™ in matters of war had 6 experience. And *° Nicanor 
determined” to make so much money from the captive Jews,” as would make 
up fully to the king the tribute of two thousand talents, due to 8° the Romans. 
11 And * immediately he sent to the cities upon the sea coast, inviting to™ a sale of 
Jewish slaves, promising to let go fourscore and ten slaves for a talent, not ex- 
pecting the justice ** that was following and about to fall %> upon him from the Al- 

12 mighty.*® But ®’ word was brought unto Judas of Nicanor’s expedition ; °° and 
when he communicated ® unto those that were with him that the army was at 

13 hand, they that were fearful, and distrusted the justice of God, fled, and conveyed 
14 themselves away. But the others “ sold all that they had left, and at the same 
time *! besought the Lord to deliver them, who had been sold by the godless ® Ni- 

15 canor before it had come to battle; “ and if not for their sakes,“ yet for the sake 
of the “ covenants he had made with their fathers, and for his holy and glorious 

16 name’s sake, by which they were called.** And the Maccabee* called his men to- 
gether, six thousand in number,* and exhorted them not to be stricken with terror 

of the enemy, nor to fear the great. multitude of the heathen, who came wrong- 

17 fully against them; but to fight nobly, setting before their eyes the wanton vio- 
lence © that they had unjustly done to the holy place, and the cruel handling ®* of 
the city, whereof they made a mockery, and besides * the taking away of the gov- 

18 ernment ® of their forefathers. For they, said he, trust in weapons and boldness ; 
but we trust © in the Almighty God, who at a beck °° can cast down both them that 

Ver, 4. —1 This verb is followed first by the gen., and then by zept, as in the classics. 2 A. V.: omits also. 
8 harmless infants (see Com.). 4 Or wickedness. 

Vers. 5-7. —5 A. V.: Now when M. had... . company (cf. Com.). 6 he could not be withstood by. 7 There- 
fore he came at (19. 28. 62. 98. prefix émi to épyojevos) unawares, and burnt up towns and cities (xapas, IIT. 52. 106. ; 
text. rec., Kipas) and got . . . . most commodious places, and overcame (Fritzsche strikes out évika, with IIT. 55. {i 
106. 243. Co.) and put to flight (after rporovmevos, 19. 52. 62. 98. read avyper). 8 But specially (a few cursives place 
6é after wdArcara). 9 (Lit., took the nights as co-workers.) 10 privy attempts (émBovAds ; III. 28. 98., émiBodds ; 
Old Lat., excursus), 11 insomuch that the (rs is omitted by ITI. 28. 55. 71. al.) bruit of his manliness was spread 
every where. ; 

Vers. 8, 9.—12 A. V.: So. 18 (cuvopar, either saw at a glance, or saw together with others.) 14 (kara muKpdoV. 
Better, perhaps, in a little while.) 15 omits had not a little. 16 him stid/ more and more (lit., made progress in good 
days faster, i. e,, faster than was to have been expected). 17 governor. 18 yield more aid to. 1 Then. 
20 one of his special (ef. 1 Mace. ii. 18). 21 he sent. 22 generation. 23 joined. 24 captain, who. 25 had 
great. 

Vers. 10, 11.— A. V.: 26 omits And. 27 N. undertook. 28 of. 29 (Lit., from the captivity of the Jews.) 
should defray . tae which the king was to pay to (the order of the Greek is as follows: rov pdpov 76 Bacwrc? tots 
P., and the rendering of the A. V. is not allowable. A few cursives place the first two words after the second two). 
81 Wherefore. 82 proclaiming. 33 the captive Jews, and .... that they should have . . . . bodies for one. 
84 vengeance (cf. ver. 18). 25 to follow. 86 Almighty God. 

Vers. 12-15. —* A. V.: Now when. 88 coming. 89 and he (Fritzsche omits avrod. It is wanting in IIT. 28. 44, 
55. 71. al.) had imparted. 40 Others. 41withal. 42 being sold... . wicked. 8 they met together. 44 own 
sakes. 45 omits sake of the. 46 Lit., which had been called over or upon them. Keil thinks the reference is to the 


special manifestation of the Divine will to the Jews. Cf. Acts xv. 17. Grimm renders: ‘ Wegen der iiber sie stattfin- 
denden Zubenennung seines Namens.”’ 


Or 


Vers. 16-18. —47 A. V.: So Maccabeus, 48 wnto the number of six thousand. 49 (For moAeuious, some Codd, 
give the dat., but this verb is construed with the accus. also at iii. 24.) 5 manfully, and to set... . injury. 
51 (aikuomov.) 6&2 also. 53 (qoAtteias = civil polity, constitution.) 54 their weapons and boldness (more lit., ven- 


tures, i. e., bold attack). 55 our confidence is. 56 Lit., one nod. For vevmare, 19. 64, 98. read mvevpmare. 
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es 
19 come against us, and? all the world. And, besides, he recounted 2 unto them also 

the help * their forefathers had found, namely, that under Sennacherim,* how the ® 
20 hundred fourscore and five thousand perished; and the battle that took place ® 
in Babylon with the’ Galatians, how they came but eight thousand in all to the 
conflict,* with four thousand Macedonians, and that the Macedonians being thrown 
into disorder,” the eight thousand destroyed the hundred and twenty thousand be- 
21 cause of the help that they had from heaven, and got a great advantage. Having 
made them of good courage with these words, and ready to die for the laws and 
22 their fatherland,” he divided A’s army'into four parts. And he placed his breth- 
ren as leaders of the several divisions,” ¢o wit, Simon, and Joseph, and Jonathan, 
23 placing under each * one fifteen hundred men ; and further, also, Eleazar to read #4 
the holy book. And having given as watchword, Help of God, himself lead- 
24 ing the first band, he joined battle with Nicanor. And by the help of the Al- 
mighty ** they slew above nine thousand of thecr enemies, and wounded and maimed 
25 the most part of Nicanor’s army, and” put all to flight.2 And they” took the 
money of them that * came to buy them; and having pursued them far, from lack 
26 of time they returned; for it was the day™ before the sabbath, on which account 
27 they did not prolong the pursuit of them. And having gathered together the 
weapons of the enemy and spoiled them, they occupied themselves about the sab- 
bath, giving * exceeding praise and thanks to the Lord, who had preserved them 
28 unto” that day, when he had appointed for them the beginning of mercy.” And 
after the sabbath, they gave * part of the spoils to the maimed,” and the widows, 
and orphans, and the residue they divided ® among themselves and their children.*4 
29 When they had done this, and had * made a common supplication, they besought 
the merciful Lord to be reconciled with his servants completely. 
30 And from those that fought with Timotheus and Bacchides,** they slew above 
twenty thousand, and got possession of strongholds lying exceedingly high,” and 
divided amongst themselves very ** many spoils,” and made the maimed, and ® or- 


phans, and * widows, and, besides,” the aged also, equal in spoils with themselves.. 
31 And after ® they had gathered their arms *' together, they laid them all up care-. 
fully in suitable places; but the rest * of the spoils they brought to Jerusalem.. 


32 They slew also Philarches, a very wicked man,* who was with ** Timotheus, and 
33 had greatly troubled the Jews. And on keeping the feast for the victory in their 


Ver. 18.—1 A. V.: and also. 

Vers. 19-21.—*A. V.: Moreover he recounted (rpocavadcédmevos. It is said to be found only here). 3 them 
what helps (so rendered by the A. V. at 1 Cor. xii. 28 also. It is plur., but better rendered as sing.) 4 and how 
they were delivered when under Sennacherib (cai thy émt Levvaynpecu). 5 an (lit., against the hundred, ete. The 
gen. is so used elsewhere. Cf. Plato, Epp., vii. 332.) 6 he told them of the ... . they had. 7 (Fritzsche receives 
mpos Tovs from IIT. 19. 28. 55. al. ; teat. rec., mpos avrovs.) 8 business (ype(av. Often used of war and battle by 
Polybius). 9 perplexed. 10 an hundred ... . so received a great booty (not necessarily that. See Com.). Thus 
when he had... . bold. 11 the country. 

Vers. 22-24. —12 A. V.: joined with himself his own brethren, leaders of each band. 13 giving each. 14 Also 
he appointed E. (cf. Com.) to read (rapavayvous is received by Fritzsche from III. 28. 74. Co.; text. rec., tapayvovs. The 
A. Y. followed Codd. 19. 62. 64. 93., and Ald., E. mapavayvavat. Keil and Grimm also adopt it, supplying ragas from 
the context. It has, moreover, the support of the Old Lat. and Syr., and was acceptable to Luther, who renders ac- 


cording to it). 15 when he had given them this . .. The help. 16 (“* The Almighty acting as their ally.’’) 
17 host and so. 18 Lit., compelled all to flee. 

Vers. 25-27. — 19 A. Y.: omits they. 20 their money that, 21 and pursued them far (é¢’ ixavov), but lacking 
time, they returned. 22 (7, with which, rather, pa is to be understood as referring to the hour of sunset on Friday.) 


23 and therefore they would no longer pursue (ov« euaxpotévycav Katatpéxovres. Fritzsche receives the second word, 
not elsewhere found, from III. 23. 44. 71. al.; text. rec., éuaKxpoOvpnoav) them. So when they had gathered their ar- 
mour together (the word orAoAoyetv, here followed by the accus., is not elsewhere found). 24 their enemies. 
25 yielding. 26 (els, i. e., that they might celebrate it. The preceding avrovs is omitted by TIT. 23. 44. 55. 74. 106. 
Co. Ald.) 27 which was the... . mercy distilling upon them (44. 243. Co. Old Lat. read orafavtos for ra€avtos. 
But it probably arose from bringing along the s of the preceding word). ; 

Vers. 28-30. —28 A. V.: when they had given. 29 (yx.cuévois. It might refer also to those who had been robbed 
and otherwise misused.) 30 orphans, the residue they divided. (For éxepioavro, III. 19. 23. 55. al. read Stenepicavro, 
which is preferable.) 31 their servants (that would require raides or wardapta). 82 this was done .. . . they 
had. 33 for ever (eis TéAos. Cf. ver. 27, and vii. 38, viii. 5). 84 Moreover of . . . . were with (kat rots wept. . . 
ouvepioavres, III. 23. 44. 55. 74. al. ; text. rec., Kal Tov Tepl . . - . ouveptcevTwy, which I follow)... . Bacchides who 
fought against them. 35 very easily got high and strong holds. 36 omits very. 87 spoils more (Addupa. metova. 
The former word meant spoils taken from a living enemy, in distinction from oxiAa, but here the distinction is not 
maintained. Of. ver. 81, for mAciova, the text. rec., reads wAciora).  *8 omits and. 9 yea, and. 

Vers. 81-83.— 4° A. V.: when. 41 armour. 42 them up all carefully in convenient places, and the remnant. 
43 that wicked person. * 7. e., one of the friends of. 
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paternal city,! they burnt Callisthenes, that had set fire to” the holy gates, and 
had® fled into a little house; and he‘ received a fitting reward of his godless- 
34 ness.5 But the chief miscreant,® Nicanor, who had brought the’ thousand mer- 
35 chants to buy the Jews, was, through the help of the Lord, humiliated * by them 
of whom he made least account, put® off Ads glorious apparel a and solitarily, like a 
runaway, came through the midst of the country unto Antioch, having been exceed- 
36 ingly unfortunate in the destruction of his army. And ™ he, that took upon him 
to make good to the Romans their tribute by means of the captives in Jerusalem, 
told abroad, that the Jews had God” to fight for them, and therefore the Jews 
were invulnerable," because they followed the laws that He had before appointed. 


Ver. 38.—1 A. V.: annoyed the J. many ways. Furthermore at such times as they kept ... . their country (7a- 
tpid.. The context requires the rendering given. Cf. Matt. xiii. 54). 2 upon. 3 who was. 4 so he. 
5 reward meet for Ais wickedness (this text is accepted by Grimm, Fritzsche, and Keil, and is that of the majority of 
MSS., including IIT. 28. 44. 55. 71. al. Old Lat. ; teat. rec., rods eumpjcavras TOs Lepovs muAvas K. Kai Tuvas GAAovus Vh7- 
Wav .... mehevydras olrives . . . . éxoimioavTo micddv). 

Vers. 34-86. —6 A. V.: As for that most ungracious. Ta. 8 he was... . brought down. 9 and putting. 
10 (The garments which showed his rank as general.) 1 discharging his company (lit., making himself solitary), 
he came like a fugitive servant through the midland (namely, the most direct course) unto A., haying very great dis- 
honour (Fritzsche adopts tmép drav evnuepykds from IIT. 23. 44. 55. 71. al.; teat. rec., drepayav dvonuepyoas, which I 
follow), for that his host was destroyed. Thus. 12 (omitted by III. 55. 74. 106. 248. Ald.) 18 they could not be 


hurt. #4 gave them. 


Cuaptrer VIII. 


Ver. 1. Cf. v. 27 and for the whole section 
1 Mace. iii. 1-9. 

Ver. 4. Infants are spoken of here as “ inno- 
cent,” “without sin” (dvapyaprnrwy), probably, 
with reference not to the doctrine of so-called orig- 
inal sin, but simply in general terms, in harmony 
with the usage of the present day. 

Ver. 5. "Ev avothwatt. The persons men- 
tioned in the first verse are meant. ‘I'he Greek 
word means (1) any whole composed of several 
parts; (2) a body of persons bound together by 
the same laws; (3) a body of soldiers. 

Ver. 6. These were cities in possession of the 
enemy, or those whose inhabitants had apostatized 
to Hellenism. — Conveniently situated. They 
were suited to his purpose from a strategic point 
of view. ‘ 

Ver. 9. For the identification of the different 
persons here mentioned, cf. Com. at 1 Mace. iii. 
38 ff. 

“Ver. 10. What tax is meant is not certainly 
known, but probably what was still lacking of the 
sum imposed upon Antiochus the Great by the 
Romans, after the battle mentioned in 1 Mace. 
viii. 6 ff. 

Ver. 11. Fourscore and ten slaves for one 
talent. The word césara was a common one at 
this time for slaves. Supposing, as seems most 
probable, that Syrian or Antiochian talents are 
here meant the price of these slaves, from seven 
to eight dollars apiece, was unusually low. In 
order to raise two thousand (Attic) talents at this 
rate, it would be necessary to sell somewhere 
about one hundred and eighty thousand of the 
Jews into serfdom. 

Ver. 12, At hand, rapovctay. The first mean- 
ing of this theologically significant word is a being 
present as used of a person (cf. 2 Cor. x. 10; Phil. 
ii. 12) ; the second, a being present to assist ; third, 
arrival (1 Cor. xvi. 17; 2 Cor. vii. 6, 7; 2 Thess. 
ii, 9; 2 Pet. iii. 12). In the last sense it was 
used of the second coming of Christ. See Jas. 
vy. 8. 

Ver. 14. Property was sold in order to prevent 
its falling into the enemy’s hands. It was what 
they had left from the different plunderings 





which it had undergone under Menelaus, Jason, 
and Apollonius. 

Ver. 16. Six thousand. According to 1 Macc. 
iv. 6, the number was three thousand. 

Ver. 20. Galatians. Cf. Com., at 1 Macc. viii. 
2. Their bravery was proverbial. — The Mace- 
donians referred to are those of Syria, the Seleu- 
cian Syrians. In the so-called “ Fifth Book of 
Maccabees” this use of the word is very frequent. 
— The “advantage” obtained may have been 
booty or concessions from the king. With refer- 
ence to the statements of the present verse, there 
can be no reasonable doubt of their being exag- 
gerations even on the supposition that the twelve 
thousand Jews and Macedonians were only one 
division of the army opposed to the Galatians. 
The army of the Galatians could never have 
numbered one hundred and twenty thousand men. 
The number of auxiliaries which they furnished 
to Asiatic kings being never more than from two 
thousand to eight thousand men. That they were 
present simply as auxiliaries follows from the fact 
that the battle took place “at Babylon.” It may 
have been the war which Antiochus the Great 
waged against Molon of Media. That there may 
be some foundation of reality, underlying the his- 
tory at this point, there is no ground for disput- 
ing. 

Ver. 21. Four parts. The Jewish army had 
commonly but three divisions. Cf. 1 Mace. y. 33. 

Ver. 22. Joseph = John. Cf.1 Mace. ii. 2; 
ix. 36, 38. 

Ver. 23. Eleazer. Some would join the open- 
ing clause of this verse with the preceding, making 
Eleazer the leader of a fifth division, while ascrib- 
ing to Judas the reading of the Scriptures. But 
this would make the passage self-contradictory, 
since it is distinctly stated that there were but 
four divisions of the army, and that they were 
commanded by the four brothers. Eleazer (cf. 1 
Macc. 5; vi. 43-46) accompanied the army as 
priest, apparently (cf. Numb. x. 8; Deut. xx, 
2 ff.), in order to read appropriate passages from 
the sacred writings. The words ér: dt «al °EA., 
plainly indicate that the latter had a position dif- 
ferent from that of the brothers. 


2 MACCABEES. 


Ver. 30. Timotheus. Cf. 1 Mace. v. 37; 2 
Mace. x. 24, 32, 37; xii. 2. The abrupt introdue- 
tion of this new campaign is ascribed, by Grimm, 
to the negligence of the epitomizer, who forgot to 
mention that both these generals had entered 
Judea at the same time with Nicanor and under 
his command. ‘The flight of Nicanor himself is 
not mentioned until the close of the report of the 
second campaign. — Above twenty thousand. 





591 


This is, probably, an exaggeration, or is meant to 
include the whole number of those slain in dif- 
ferent battles. 

Ver. 33. Respecting the fact of the burning of 
the temple gates here referred to, cf. 1 Mace. iv. 
38. Persons guilty of such acts of incendiarism 
were generally burnt by the ancients. For some 
unknown reason Luther did not translate the last 
four verses of the chapter. 








CuaprTer IX. 


1 Asour that time it happened that Antiochus returned! with dishonor out of 
2 the regions* of Persia. For he had entered the so-called* Persepolis, and at- 
tempted * to rob the temple, and to capture® the city. On which account, now,® 
the multitude rushed’ to defend themselves with their weapons and § put them to 
flight; and it happened, that Antiochus being put to flight by® the inhabitants 
3 made a shameful retreat? And" when he was near” Ecbatana, news was 
brought him concerning what had happened unto Nicanor and Timotheus and his 
4 men. And* swelling” with anger, he thought to avenge’ upon the Jews the dis- 
grace” done unto him by those that made him flee. Therefore commanded he his 
chariot man to drive without ceasing, and to dispatch the journey, while ' the judg- 
ment of heaven was now close upon’ him. For he spoke” proudly in this man- 
ner, I will make Jerusalem * a common burying place of the Jews, when I get 
5 there.” But the all-seeing Lord,” the God of Israel, smote him with an incurable 
and invisible plague; and * as soon as he had spoken these words,” there seized 
him * a pain of the bowels that was remediless, and bitter ” torments of the inner 
6 parts ; quite justly, him, who* had tormented other men’s bowels * with many and 
7 strange distresses.* But he in no wise*! ceased from his haughtiness,” but still 
was filled with pride, breathing out fire in his rage against the Jews, and com- 
manding to hasten®™ the journey. But it came to pass that he fell ® from his 
chariot, as it went rushing on, and getting a very sore fall, he wrenched all the 
8 members of Ais body.®® And he that just now thought, in his superhuman arrogance, 
to command the waves of the sea,” and weigh the high ** mountains in a balance, 
lay ® on the ground, and was carried along on a“ litter, showing forth unto all, the 
9 manifest power of God. And so, also, worms swarmed out of* the body of the 
godless ** man, and while ** he lived in distresses and pains,“* his flesh fell away, 
and the filthiness of his smell was noisome to all Ais army.* And the man, that 
thought a little before to touch the stars of heaven, none was able to carry along, 
11 because of the intolerable stench.’ Here therefore, being more and more afflicted,” 


10 


2 country (lit., owt of the places 
4 went about. 5 hold 
8 omits and. 9 so 


Vers. 1, 2. —1 A. V.: time came A. (érbyxavev A. avadedunas. Of. iv. 83, viii. 25). 
lying about in. For xara before thy IL., III. 23. 55. 71. al. have mepé). 8 city called. ; 
(cvvexecv. In such a connection, to be rendered as above). 6 whereupon. 7 running. 
it happened .. . . of. 10 returned with shame. 2 ; ‘ 

Vers. 8-5. —11 A. V.: Now. 12 game to (katd = onto, towards. Of. Winer, p. 400). 13 omits concerning (lit., 
the things about). 14 Timotheus. Then. 15 (érapGeis.) 16 (évarrepeioacbar.) 7 (kakiav.) i omits while. 
19 God now following (cvvovons). 20 had spoken. 21 sort, That he would come to J., and make it. gg 22 omits 
when I get there. 23 the Lord Almighty (raverénrys. By inference also, the all-ruling). 4 for. 25 (Lit., ended 
the speech, Tov Adyov. Cf. 8 Mace. vi. 32.) 78 omits there seized him. 77 came upon him, and sore. fe 

Vers. 6, 7.—% A. V.: and that most justly, for he. 29 (Here omAdyxva is used as the seat of the sensibilities, the 


heart.) °° torments. %1 Howbeit he nothing atall. 8" Ais bragging (rhs ayepwxias, It might mean, also, fierce- 
ness). 33 (@vpots. Cf. ver. 4.) 84 haste. 35 fell down. %6 carried violently ; so that having a sore fall, all 
the ... . were much pained (amoatpeBAovafa. It means to twist back, to torture). 


Vers. 8, 9. — 87 A. V.: thus he that a little afore thought he might... . sea, (so proud was he beyond the condition 
of man). 88 (Lit., heights of the. For the use of torn in the sense of to weigh, cf. Meyer on Matt. xxvi. 15). 
39 was now cast. 40 and carried in a horse. 41 So that the (@ore, which I render as above. It is loosely connected 
with rapexouigero) worms rose up out of (avaceiv). 42 this wicked. 3 43 whiles. 44 sorrow and pain. ae More 
lit., ‘‘ and by his stench the whole army was annoyed through the filthiness.” Fritzsche reads rhv campiav, with III. 
19. 23. 44. 55. al., instead of the dat., 7. ¢., ‘‘ bore with annoyance the filthiness.” a ; 

Vers. 10-12. —46 A. V.: afore he could reach to... . no man could endure to carry for Ais intolerable stink 
47 plagued (text. rec., vmoreOpavopévos. Fritzsche adopts the same, without the prep., from ITI. 44. 55. 71. al., but Ido 
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he began to leave off the most of his pride, and to come through? the scourge of 
12 God to knowledge, since his pains increased * every moment. And when even ® 
he himself could not abide his own smell, he said this, Just is it 4 to be subject unto 
God, and: that one who ® is mortal should not proudly think of himself, as if he 
13 were God.® The miscreant also vowed unto” the Lord, who now no more would . 
14 have mercy upon him, saying thus, That the holy city, to which * he was going in 
haste, to lay <¢ even with the ground, and to transform it into® a common burying 
15 place, should be proclaimed free ; and those * Jews, whom he had judged not wor- 
thy so much as to be buried, but to be cast out with their children to be devoured 
16 by birds ™ and wild beasts, he would make them all equal to Athenians ; ” and the 
holy temple, which before he had spoiled, Ae would garnish with most beautiful of- 
ferings,® and restore all the holy vessels many fold, and out of his own revenue 
17 defray the expenses attaching” to the sacrifices ; and, besides, that he also ** would 
become a Jew, and traverse every inhabited place, and proclaim” the power of 
18 God. But since his pains in no wise ceased," for the just judgment of God had * 
come upon him, despairing of himself,” he wrote unto the Jews the letter under- 
written, having the character * of a supplication, and running thus a 
19 Antiochus, king and general,” to the good * Jews his citizens wisheth much joy, 
20 and™ health, and prosperity. If ye and your children fare well, and your affairs ® 
are to your mind,” I give * very great thanks to God, having my hope in heaven. 
21 But” as for me, I am lying sick. I recall, lovingly,” your honor and good will. 
Returning from the regions of * Persia, and being taken with a grievous disease, I 
22 thought it necessary to care for the common safety of all. I do not give up myself, 
23 but have ® great hope to escape this sickness. But considering that also my 
24 father, at the “ time he led an army into the upper * countries, appointed his *° suc- 
cessor, to the end that, if any thing fell out contrary to expectation, or, if also” any 
tidings *° were brought that were grievous, they of the land, knowing to whom the 
25 state was left, might not be disquieted; and, further, as I have perceived that the 
adjoining rulers and neighbors of my kingdom watch for opportunities, and await the 
issue,” I have appointed my *° son Antiochus king, whom, many times, on occasion 
of my going into the upper satrapies, 1 have committed and commended unto the 
26 most of you. And to him ‘I have written as followeth. Therefore I exhort and 
pray you, mindful of my benefits, in general and in particular,” that every man 
27 keep the good will shown hitherto to me and my * son. For I am persuaded that 
he, follwing in mildness and humanity my policy, will accommodate himself to 
you. 
28 Thus this“ murderer and blasphemer having suffered most grievously, as he 


not follow him. I render, with Grimm w7é in the sense of more and more; Keil, deep down). 1 his great (7d moAv, 
for the most part, or the most of) pride, and to come to the knowledge of himself by. 2 God, Ais pain increasing (lit., 
‘kept on the stretch by the pains ’’). 3 omits even. 4 these words, It is meet. 5 a man that. 6 Fritzsche 


adopts trepiava for iodéca, and omits brepnpdévws, which is also wanting in 19. 28. 62. 93. Co. Old Lat. But 
igddca seems to be demanded as antithetic to @vyroy ovra; while vmepypavws, ‘* proudly,’? might well be dropped as 
a gloss. 

Vers. 18-15. —7 A. V.: This wicked person vowed also unto. 8 the which. 9 make tt (lit., build it). 10 he 
would set at liberty : and as touching the (art. with force of demon.). 11 of the fowls (oiwvo8purous. Onprots is added 
pleonastically. Cf. Winer, p. 606). 12 equals to the citizens of Athens (see Com.). 

Vers. 16-18. — 18 A. V.: goodly gifts. 14 with many more. 15 charges belonging. 16 yea, and that also he. 
1 Jew himself and go through all the world that was inhabited, and declare. 18 for all this Ais pains would not 
cease. 19 was. 20 therefore despairing of his health (lit., things concerning himself). 21 containing the form 
(rdéwv. It referred first, to one’s position in the body of citizens, and as this was determined by certain qualifications 
of the subject, it came to mean quality, characteristic). 22 after this manner. 

Vers. 19-238. — 23 A. V.: governor (cf. Com.). 24 (ypyorots. As referring to citizens, deserving.) 25 omits and. 
26 affairs (ra t6ta. Some render by ‘‘ domestic affairs ’’). 27 be to your contentment. 28 (lit., vow.) 29 omits 
But. 30 was weak, or else I would have remembered (Fritzsche, with Grimm and Keil, strikes out the av before this 
word. It is wanting in IIT. 23. 19. 62. 64. 93. 106.) kindly (ef. Com.). 31 out of (cf. ver. 1). 82 not distrusting 
mine health, but having. 33 even my. 34 what. 85 high. 36 (Or indicated, avédecge) a. 

Vers. 24-26. — 87 A. V.: omits also (the preceding 7 is wanting in III. 19. 62. 64. 93. 106.) 38 tidings (contained in 
the verb). 89 troubled : again, considering how that the princes that are borderers and neighbours unto my kingdom 
wait for opportunities, and expect what shall be the event. 40 (Fritzsche strikes out pov. “It is wanting in III. 28. 
44, 55. al.) 41 whom I often committed , . . . unto many of you, when I went up into the high provinces, to whom. 
42 pray and request you to remember the benefits that I have done unto you generally, and in special, and. 43 will 
be still faithful to me and my (Fritzsche strikes out mov. It is wanting in III. 19. 44. 55. al.). 


Vers. 27-29. — 44 A. V.: understanding my mind will fayourably and graciously yield to your desires. 45 the (art. 
with the force of a demon.). 
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treated others, died a miserable death? in a strange country in the mountains. 
29 And Philip, that was brought up with him, buried him,? who also fearing greatly ® 
the son of Antiochus, betook himself‘ into Egypt to Ptolemy Philometor. 


Vers. 28, 29.—1 A. V.: entreated other men, so died he a miserable death (lit., ended his life by a miserable fate). 


2 carried away his body (apexouicero. 
in composition). £ went (StexouicOn). 


Here alone in the sense of buried). 


3 omits greatly (it is the force of S14, 


CuarTer IX. 


The present history differs much from that of 
the First Book, not only in its interjected remarks 
and the general coloring of the thought through- 
out, but in its statement of facts, for some of 
which there seems to be no historical foundation. 
Cf. 1 Mace. vi. 1-18. 

Ver. 2. Persepolis. See an account of this 
city in Rawlinson, Ancient Afon., iii. 92,270. It 
seems not to have been fully destroyed by Alex- 
ander the Great. Cf. Grote, Hist. of Greece, xii. 
170 ff., 237. On the statement here made respect- 
ing Antiochus being in Persepolis, ef. 1 Mace. iii. 
St vis L-t7..¢ 

Ver. 3. According to the previous book An- 
tiochus heard this news from Judzxa, while he 
was still in Persia, and also died at Tabe in the 
latter country. Ecbatana was at least three hun- 
dred miles distant from Tabe. 

Ver. 10. The disease of which Antiochus is 
said to have died seems to have been the same as 
that from which Herod the Great suffered (cf. 
Joseph. Antig., xvii. 6, § 5), as also Herod Agrippa 
I Cf. Acts xii. 23. Herodotus also (iv. 205) 
says of a certain African princess Pheretima: 
“On her return to Egypt from Lybia, directly 
after taking vengeance on the people of Barca, 
she was overtaken by a most horrid death. Her 
body swarmed with worms which ate her flesh 
while she was yet alive.’ On the special char- 
acter of the disease, cf. Herzog’s Hncyk., art. 
“ Krankheiten.” Without doubt much of what 
is here related respecting the death of Antiochus 
is pure invention. 

Ver. 15. The meaning of the expression, that 
all the Jews should be made equal to Athenians is 
not clear. Some would change the word to An- 
tiochians, for which, however, there is no support 
in the codices. The Athenians are probably men- 
tioned as furnishing a notable example of a free 
state. The Jews were promised a constitution 
guaranteeing them equal rights with them. 

Ver. 19. The rank of “ general,” orparnyés, is 
found nowhere else associated with that of king. 
But it was common in connection with the Roman 
consul, and the present instance is probably in 
imitation of such a custom.—In the Greek we 
find the name of the receiver of this letter placed 
before that of the writer, which is also uncommon. 
Cf., however, 1 Esd. vi. 7; 2 Macc.i.1. Some have 
found in this fact a proceeding unworthy of a 
king, and think that it argues against the genuine- 
ness of the document. Keil, however, maintains 
that the argument would not hold in the present 
case, since Antiochus compromised the royal dig- 
nity also in other ways. ; 

Ver. 21. The imperfect, d:exeluny, is used from 
the point of view of the receiver of the letter, and 
this verb, as also the following, is better trans- 
lated by the present. 

Ver. 23. That Antiochus the Great really con- 
ducted in this way is nowhere else stated, and can 
hardly be possible ; since in the event of his death 

38 





there would not have been, as in the present case, 
any doubt respecting his successor. 

Ver. 25. Whom, many times. This state- 
ment rests on no legitimate historical foundations. 
Antiochus is not known to have made more than 
one such campaign, and that is the one now under 
consideration. — As followeth. The letter re- 
ferred to is, however, not given. 

Ver. 27. This supposed letter of Antiochus to 
the Jews lacks the most ordinary proofs of gen- 
uineness, whether external or internal. It was quite” 
unlike him to have written such a letter. It stands 
in the boldest contradiction to his well-known re- 
lations to the Jews, as well as with the condition in 
which, according to the context, he was at the time 
it was written. He is said (ver. 18) to have doubted 
whether he would recover, and, therefore, to have 
sent a letter “‘ having the character of a supplica- 
tion.” But the letter has not at all that character, 
and it is distinctly stated that’ he expects to re- 
cover. He hag the face, also, to speak of the ben- 
efits that he had bestowed on the Jews, when his 
entire dealings with them had been characterized 
by the utmost selfishness and cruelty. Moreover, 
in addition to the historical misstatement of ver. 
25, just alluded to, it is well known that his son 
was at this time but nine years of age (cf. 1 Mace. 
vi. 17). He could not, therefore, have reigned in 
his own right, but only through a regent. Such 
a regent he had in Philip (1 Mace. vi. 14, 55). 
Why is nothing said of him? And why, in so 
important a document, are the usual dates want- 
ing? Keil, on the other hand, thinks a sufficient 
occasion for such a letter existed in the desire of 
Antiochus to commend his son to the good will 


-of the Jews, and that its errors, on which he 


seems inclined to pass as mild a judgment as pos- 
sible, arose from the fact that it is, as he sup- 
poses, not a literal reproduction of the original, 
but only a free statement of its most essential 
points. 

Ver. 28. In the mountains. Tabs lay in a 
very mountainous region, which was inhabited by 
bands of robbers. 

Ver. 29. “Philip. Cf. 1 Mace, vi. 14.— Be: 
took himself into Egypt. This statement does 
not agree with that of 1 Mace. vi. 55, 63, and Jo- 
sephus, Antiq., xii. 9, § 7. According to the latter 
authorities, Philip, after the death of Antiochus 
Epiphanes, returned with the army from Persia 
in order to take possession of the government, 
and did take the capital, but was afterwards con- 
quered, and as Josephus states, put to death by 
Lysias, who on the news of the king’s death had 
immediately proclaimed his son, Antiochus Eupa- 
tor, king. Most of those who attempt to recon- 
cile these accounts represent that Philip did in- 
deed make a flying visit to Egypt, as stated in 
our book, and afterwards returned to the army. 
But the idea is absurd that, moved by fear, he 
should have left a friendly army to go alone 
through the provinces under the control of Lys- 
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ias to find refuge, or support, in Egypt. Keil, | escaped after his defeat at Antioch, and gone into 
therefore, supposes that Josephus simply inferred | Egypt. Of the two theories the latter is by far the 
the death of Philip from the fact that he was con- | more reasonable ; but it rests on bare conjecture, 
quered and that nothing more is said of him by|and as over against the assertion of Josephus is 
the author of 1 Mace. Hethinks that he may have | insufficient to harmonize the conflicting accounts. 





CHAPTER X. 


1 Bur Maccabeus and his men,! the Lord guiding? them, recovered the temple 
2 and the city; and® the altars which the heathen had built in the market place,* and 
3 also ® the groves,® they pulled down. And haying cleansed the temple they made 
another altar, and striking stones aflame, and taking’ fire out of them, they ® offered 
4 a sacrifice ® after two years. and set forth incense, and lights, and shewbread. And 
having done this,”° they fell flat down, and besought the Lord that they might fall 
no more into such troubles; but if, also, at any time they sinned,” that he himself 
would chasten them with clemency,” and that they might not be delivered unto the 
5 blasphemous and barbarous nations. And upon the day * that the heathen by 
profaned the temple, on the same” day it came to pass. that the temple 18 was 
6 cleansed, the ” five and twentieth day of the same month, which is Chaseleu.” And 
they kept eight days with gladness, as in the feast of the tabernacles, remembering 
how not long before, during™ the feast of the tabernacles, they had dwelt in the 
7 mountains and in the caves” like beasts. Therefore they bore rods covered with 
leaves,” and fair boughs, and palm branches also,™ and sang songs of praise unto 
8 him that had given them good success in cleansing his place. They ordained also 
by a common ordinance and statute,” that every year those days should be kept 
9 by” the whole nation of the Jews. And this was the end of Antiochus, called 
Epiphanes.” 
10 And now will we make known what concerns * Antiochus Eupator, who was the 
11 son of that godless man, summing up the evils fostered by the warriors.” For this 
man, when he took the kingdom, proclaimed that one Lysias should be ™ over the 
12 affairs of his realm, and general in chief” of Ccelesyria and Pheenice. For Ptole- 
my, that was called Macron, being the first to observe justice toward the Jews be- 
cause injustice had been done them, endeavored to arrange matters with them 
13 peacefully. Wherefore being accused by ™® the king’s friends before Eupator, and 
called traitor everywhere,™ because Ae had left Cyprus, that Philometor had com- 
mitted unto him, and withdrawn ® to Antiochus Epiphanes, and because he did not 
hold his power honorably,** he poisoned himself and died. 


Vers. 1-3. —1A.V.: Now... . company. 2 (mpodyovros. Perhaps, here, assisting or impelling.) 8 but. 
« open street. 5 (ét.) 6 chapels (so Vulg. and Luther, but cf. 1 Mace. i. 47). 7 stones they took. 8 and 

III. 23. 55. 106. have the plur. 

Vers. 4-6. — 10 A. V.: When that was done. 11 come. 12 if they sinned any more against him. 13 mercy. 
14 Now. 15 same day. 16 strangers (cf. ver. 2). 17 very same. 18 omits came to pass that the temple. 
19 again, even the. 20 Casleu. 21 that not long afore they had held (to be construed rather as an accusative of 
time). 22 when as they wandered (veuduevor. This verb meant (1) to distribute ; (2) to pasture. In the latter sense 


it had a close connection with the meaning to dwell in, occupy, since, among the early pastoral tribes, using land for 
pasturage established possession) ... . dens. 


Vers. 7-9, — 23 A. V.: bare branches (cf. Co2.). 24 palms also (ért). 25 psalms. 26 statute (rpootayuaros) 
and decree (Uypioparos. This was, properly, something passed by a majority of votes ; at Athens a measure passed or 
ratified in the éxxdynoia). 27 of. 28 Lit., ‘* And with respect to the end of Antiochus surnamed Epiphanes, it was 


attended with such circumstances,’ ottws eixe, ‘‘ was in this wise.” He would connect, in thought, the death of the 
king with the cleansing and dedication of the temple. 

Vers. 10, 11. —29 A. V.: Now will we declare the acts of (adrd is direct object of SyAdcopxev, and serves, by its posi- 
tion, to emphasize the preceding phrase ra kara Tov Evraropa). 80 this wicked man, gathering briefly the calam- 
ities of the wars (instead of ra r@v moAcguwry Kaka, Fritzsche reads, ex libris fere omnibus, including ITI. 19. 44. 52. al., 7a 
ovvéxovrTa TOV ToAcuioy — III. 106., roAcewr — kaka. The evils of the war, like the separate brands of a fire, were held 
together, and so a blaze fostered). 81 So when he (odros, with III 19. 28. 44. al. ; text. ree., abrés) was come to the 
orown, he set (cf, ix. 23) one L. 82 appointed him chief governor. ; 

Vers. 12, 18.— 3 A. V.: choosing rather (mpoyyovmevos. Cf. Rom. xii. 10) to do justice unto the J. for the wrong 
that had been done unto them, endeavoured (the kat before évetparo is stricken out by Fritzsche. It is wanting in IIT 
23. 44, 55. al.) to continue (Svedyevv) peace with them. Whereupon... . of. %4 at every word (rap’ éxacta Here, 
and at ver. 14, everywhere, or at every opportunity. Of. 8 Mace. 25). 85 departed. 36 seeing that he wae in ne 
honourable place, he was so discouraged that (the passage is doubtless corrupt. The teat. rec. is, yajr’ evyevq éEovotav 
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14 But Gorgias becoming general in these regions, he enlisted mercenaries, and 
15 nourished war everywhere” with the Jews. And therewithal the Idumeans also,? 
having.in their hands conveniently situated fortresses, annoyed the Jews, and re- 
ceiving those that were banished from Jerusalem, they went about to nourish war. 
16 But the Maccabee and they that were with him having made supplication, and 
besought God that he would be their helper, charged * with violence upon the 
17 strongholds of the Idumwzans, and assaulting them strongly, they won the places,” 
and drove * off all that fought upon the wall; and they® slew al! that fell into 
18 their hands, and killed no fewer than twenty thousand. And because not! less 
than nine thousand fled ™ together into two very strong towers, having all that was 
19 needful for asiege, the Maccabee ” left Simon and Joseph, and besides,’ Zaccheus 
also, and them that were with him, who were enough to besiege them, and departed 
20 himself unto those places which more needed his help, But * they that were with 
Simon, being led by * covetousness, were won over with!® money by ™ certain of 
those that were in the towers,’® and took seventy thousand drachmas,” and let 
21 some” escape. But when 7¢ was told the Maccabee what had taken place,”! he 
called the leaders * of the people together, and made complaint,” that they had sold 
22 their brethren for money, and set their enemies free to fight against them. Those 
therefore that were found traitors he slew,”* and immediately took the two towers.” 
23 And having good success with his weapons in all things he took in hand, he slew in 
the two fortresses ** more than twenty thousand. 
24. But” Timotheus, whom the Jews had overcome before, having* gathered a 
great multitude of foreign forces, and horsemen come from™ Asia not a few, came 
25 totake Judea *® by force of arms. But when he drew near, the Maccabee and they 
that were with him * turned themselves * to pray unto God, and sprinkled earth 
26 upon their heads, and girded their loins with sackcloth, and fell down at the foot of 
the altar, and besought Aim to be merciful to them, and to be an enemy to their 
27 enemies, and an adversary to their adversaries, as the law declareth. And ris- 
ing from*® the prayer they took their weapons, and advanced a considerable dis- 
tance *4 from the city; and when they drew near to their enemies, they halted.® 
28 But just as the sun arose, they attacked on both sides,®* the one side *” having to- 
gether with valor, their refuge * unto the Lord as*® pledge of success *° and vic- 
29 tory; but“ the other side making rage their leader in their battles.° But when 
the battle became obstinate,*® there appeared from heaven unto the enemy “ five 
lustrous * men upon horses with bridles of gold; and the two * led the Jews, and 


Exwv in’ abvuias dappaxeicas, and might be rendered, “since he did not hold his power nobly,” t. e., had obtained it 
in an ignoble way, “‘ he took poison in despondency.”” But this text is very poorly supported. Grimm and Fritzsche 
adopt, for éywv im’ &buutas, evyevioas (see below) ‘‘ since he had not ennobled his office through honourable dealing, he 
took poison.’”? In support of this conjecture, Grimm says: ‘‘ Though the verb has been found as yet only in a frag 
ment of Philemon, still its use on the part of our author cannot for a moment appear strange, if his frequently em 
bellished style, in particular his predilection for rare words, and drag Aeydueva, as well as for connecting together 
words of the same root are considered.”” The word éywv is wanting in III. 28. 44. 55., and for bm a@uuias, IIT. 44. 93 
248. read evyevvacias). 

Vers. 14-16. —1 A. V.: when G. was governor of the holds (rv témwv. Of. ver. 11), he hired soldiers. 2 con 
tinually (rap’ éxaora. Cf. ver. 13). 8 omits also. 4 gotten into their hands the most commodious holds, kept 
the J. occupied (yuuvdgev is here used in the metaphorical sense of to annoy. They kept themselves fresh in warlike 
exercises by practicing on the Jews). 5 Then they that were with M. 6 and so they ran (the word opuav, as here 
distinguished, refers to the charge, and mpogBaAAew to the actual assault). 

Vers. 17-20.—7 A. V.: wan the holds. 8 kept. 9 omits they. 10 certain, who were no. 11 were fled. 
12 castles (r¥pyovs. The translation may have been influenced by the doubt whether so many people could be accom- 
modated in two ‘‘ towers.”? Of. ver. 20, where the context shows that the word is to be taken in a broader sense than 
usual. The numbers, however, are doubtless exaggerated), having all manner of things convenient to sustain the siege, 
M. 13 omits besides. 14 Now. 15 with. 16 persuaded for (7ei#ecAa1, with apyvpiw, is so used in the classics 
in the sense of to suffer oneself to be bribed). 17 through. 18 castle. 19 drachms. 20 some of them. 

Vers. 21-23. — 21 A. V.: told M. what was done. 22 governors. 23 accused those men. 24 So he slew those that 
were found traitors. 25 castles. 26 holds (here dxuvpwpacr. Cf. ver. 18). 

Vers. 24-26. —27 A. V.: Now. 28 when he had. 29 horses out of. 80 as though he would (as) take Jewry. 
31 they that were with M. 82 turned themselves (Fritzsche, with Grimm, strikes out this verb, as III. 23. 44. 55. al. 
In that case, the rendering would be, ‘‘ sprinkled earth upon their heads in prayer to God). 

Vers. 27, 28. — 8 A. V.: So after. 84 went on further. 35 Kept by themselves (7. ¢., did not advance to the 
attack). 36 Now the sun being newly risen (Fritzsche adopts Svaxeopevns, diffused ; text. rec., Suadexouevns, succeeded 
to, followed) they joined both together. 87 part. 58 with their virtue their refuge also. 39 for a. 40 their 
success. 41 omits but. 42 their rage leader of their battle. 

Ver. 29.4 A. V.: waxed strong. 44 appeared unto the enemies from heaven. 45 comely. 46 two of 
them (oi 6vo. The latter is omitted by 19. 23. 55. 62. 93. Syr. See Com.). 
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30 took the Maccabee ! betwixt them, and covered him? with their weapons, and kept 
him invulnerable,* but shot arrows and lightnings against the enemy; therefore, 
confused through ¢ blindness, and full of consternation,’ they were cut in pieces. 
And there were slain’ twenty thousand and five hundred footmen,* and six hun- 
dred horsemen. But Timotheus himself ® fled into a stronghold,” called Gazara, 
which was a garrisoned fortress where Chereas was commander. But the Mac- 
cabee and his men ® laid siege to ™ the fortress courageously,” four*® days. And 
they that were within, trusting to the strength of the place, blasphemed exceedingly, 
and uttered wicked words. But?" upon the fifth day, early, twenty young men of 
the Maccabee’s attendants,* inflamed with anger because of the blasphemies, ee 
saulted the wall manfully,® and with a fierce courage killed every one they met. 
And others in like manner, advancing against the garrison under cover of the 
diversion, set fire to” the towers, and lighting funeral pyres” burnt the blas- 
phemers alive ; and others broke open the gates, and, having admitted * the rest of 
the army, took the city, and killed Timotheus, that was hid in a certain pit, and 
Chereas* his brother, and Apollophanes. And having completed this,” they 
blessed ” the Lord with songs of praise * and thanksgiving, who had shown great 
goodness to” Israel, and given them the victory. 

Vers. 30, 31.—1 A. V.: took M. 2 him on every side. 8 him safe. ¢ enemies: so that being con- 
founded with. 5 trouble. 6 killed. 7 slain of footmen. 8 omits footmen. 

Vers. 32-35.—9 A. V.: As for T. himself, he. 10 very strong hold (now usually written together. Cf. Webster’s 
Dict., under the word). 11 omits which was a garrisoned fortress. 12 Chereas was governor. 18 they that were 
with M. 14 against. 15 (Lit., well pleased, gladly.) 16 (23. 55. 98. Co., ‘‘ twenty-four ; *’ III., ‘forty. Cf. 
ver. 35.) 17 Nevertheless. 18 fifth (III. 55. 106., hudpas cal eixoorys ; 28. 44. 71. 74. 248. Co. Ald., cat eixoorjs Hu.) 
. . . . Maccabeus’ company (the context seems to require the rendering given. They were his body guard, staff). 
19 manly. 20 all that they met withal. 

Vers. 86-38. —21 A. V.: Others likewise ascending (rpocavaBavtes) after them, whiles they were busied with them that 
were within (év 7@ mepronacug. This word means (1) a wheeling round (cf Polyb., x. 21,3); (2) @ having one’s atten- 
tion distracted (idem, iii. 87, 9); heuce, in a military sense, a diversion. The idea here is that while the attention of the 
garrison was diverted by the attack of the twenty, the others made an assault elsewhere), burnt. 22 kindling 
(Fritzsche adopts avdmrovres from ITI. 28. 44. 55. al.; teat. rec., avaipavres) fires (tupas. Here, apparently, in the tech- 


nical sense, funeral-pyres). 23 received in. *% Chereas. 25 with. 26 When this was done. 27 praised. 
28 psalms. 29 done so great things for. 


36 


37 
38 


CHAPTER X. 


Ver. 1. Cf. with the present section (vers. 1-9) 
1 Mace, iv. 31-54. The recovery of the city, ac- 
cording to viii. 31, 33, had already been effected 


fore, by proclaimed (cf. ix. 14), supposing that it 
was done in the name of the king and the procla- 
mation probably signed by him. He refers to 1 


and the event already celebrated. What is now 
described took place, not after the death of An- 
tiochus Epiphanes, but in the previous year, and 
our book takes them up here, as it would seem, 
simply for rhetorical reasons. 

Ver. 3. Striking stones aflame. It would 
have been regarded as sacrilege to use common 
fire for this purpose. It was customary also 
among the Greeks and Romans, to employ for such 
purposes, either fire brought from some other al- 
tar, or such as was made by friction, or kindled 
by the sun. — After two years. This is a mis- 
take. (Cf. 1 Macc. iv. 54.) It should be three 
years. 

Ver. 7. Branches (A. V.), @ipoovs. The mean- 
ing is not clear. They were, probably, rods cov- 
ered with leaves. Cf. Jud, xv. 12; Joseph., An- 
tig., xiii. 18, § 5. This custom was of compara- 
tively late introduction, The statement of Plu- 
tarch (Sympos., iv. 5), that the Jews at this feast 
carried staves covered with ivy and grape-vine 
leaves, as the Greeks were accustomed to do at 
feasts of Bacchus, is received with well-merited 
suspicion. With respect to the Feast of Taber- 
nacles, in general, see Lev. xviii. 39-43. 

Ver. 11. One Lysias. He is thus spoken of 
out of contempt. The author represents Eupator 
here as appointing Lysias to this position, whereas 
he was at this time but a child. Cf. xi. 1; xiii. 
2: xiv. 2. Keil would translate avéde:tev, there- 





Mace. vi. 22, 28, 33, where acts of equal impor- 
tance are imputed to him. The representation of 
our book, however, that Eupator ascended the 
throne at this time, 7. e., at the time of the war 
of the Jews with the Idumeans, is an anachronism. 
Keil would explain this by the theory that he was 
regarded by the Jews as actual sovereign, in the 
absence of his father in Persia. But that is un- 


likely. 

Ver. 19. The Zacchzeus here mentioned is, 
otherwise, unknown. 

Ver. 20. ‘lhe persons mentioned as being 


about Simon, of rep) roy Uiuwva, were, apparently, 
some of his higher officers. —Seventy thousand 
drachmas. A drachma was worth, at first, about 
nineteen and a half cents; but in the New Testa- 
ment times was only equal to the denarius, valued 
at fifteen cents. 

Ver. 22. The usual punishment for treason 
seems to have been imprisonment (xiii. 21). Still, 
the aggravated circumstances of the present case 
offer some degree of justification for the severe 
penalty inflicted. 

Ver. 24. Timotheus. Cf. viii. 30.— Horse- 
men come from (yevouévous) Asia not a few. 
The part of Asia referred to must be that which 
belonged, at this time, to the Seleucian kingdom, 
vz. e., Upper Asia, and more particularly Media, 
which was rich in horses. 

Ver. 26. At the foot of the altar, lit., at the 
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pedestal in front-of the altar. The idea of coming 
before the altar as before the face of God, is con- 
veyed by the Greek: ém) rhy dmévavtt rod Bvctac- 
tnplov.— As the law declareth. Cf. the LXX. at 
Ex. xxiii. 22. 

Ver. 29. Untothe enemy. Only to the enemy ? 
Or is the dative here the so-called dative incommodi 
(Winer, p. 211 ff.): appeared for the destruction of 
the enemy? Grimm asks: “ Why five angels?” 
And answers : “ Perhaps with reference to the five 
Maccabean brothers.”— And the two, of dvo. 
The article here has given rise to a multitude of 
conjectures. And why are two thus singled out 2 
What was the service of the remaining three ? 
Grimm would strike out Svo, and read the article 
as the relative. But this would make a bungling 
sentence. Keil would omit both, 5vo and oi, as 
corruptions. De Wette retains both and trans- 
lates: “of whom two led the Jews ; and (the others) 
took Maccabeus in their midst.” 

Ver. 30. The thunder and lightning which 


may have actually accompanied the battle would 
be a sufficient basis, in the hands of an imagina- 
tive, and not too scrupulous, writer, for the re- 
maining incredible part of the story concerning 
the appearance of angels. It was a common thing 
among Greek writers to represent the gods as 
interposing for their favorites in the hour of bat- 
tle. 

Ver. 32, Called Gazara. This is not the city 
Gazara, as the context plainly shows, but some 
important fortress. Where it was situated is not 
certainly known. Ewald (Geschichte d. Volk. Is., 
iv. 409) would identify it with Astera (cf. 1 Mace. 
v. 43), while Grimm and others think that the 
writer has interchanged the name of the fortress 
Jazer (1 Mace. v. 8), with Gazara. — Chereas 
was a brother of Timotheus. See ver. 37. 

Ver. 37. And killed Timotheus. He appears, 
however, later in the history (cf. xii. 2), and 
hence this statement must be false. — Apollo- 
phanes is not elsewhere mentioned. 





CHAPTER XJ. 


Bor after a very short time, Lysias the king’s guardian and relative, who also was 
regent, being sorely displeased at what had taken place,’ gathered about fourscore 
thousand infantry * with all the horsemen, and came ® against the Jews, thinking to 
make the city a habitation of the Greeks,‘ and the temple taxable,® as the rest of the 
shrines ° of the heathen, and to set the high priesthood to sale every year, not at all 
considering the power of God, but puffed up’ with Ais ten thousands of footmen, and 
his thousands of horsemen, and /zs fourscore elephants. And he invaded Judza,’ and 
drew near to Bethsura, which was a strong place,° but distant from Jerusalem about 
five * furlongs ; and he laid siege “ unto it. And when the Maccabee and they that 
were with him ” heard that he besieged the strongholds, they, together with ® the 
people,* with lamentation and tears besought the Lord that he would send a good 
angel to deliver Israel. And the Maccabee himself first seized his weapons and 
exhorted the others * that they would jeopard themselves together with him to help 
8 their brethren; and” they went forth together and ” with a willmg mind. And 

as they were there * at Jerusalem, there appeared as their leader one on horseback ” 
9 in white clothing, brandishing weapons ~ of gold. And they praised the merciful 
God all together, and took heart ; being * ready not only to pierce through men, but 
most savage beasts, and walls* of iron, and advanced upon them in readiness for 
battle, since they had this™ helper from heaven, the Lord having been ® merci- 
ful unto them. And making * a charge upon their enemies like lions, they slew of 
them * eleven thousand footmen,”’ and sixteen hundred horsemen, and put all ™ to 
12 flight.” But the most of them escaped wounded, and without arms; * and Lysias 

Vers. 1, 2.—1A.V.: Not long after this .... protector and cousin .... managed the affairs, took sore displeasure 


for the things that were done. And when he had. 2 omits infantry (to be supplied from the context). 3 he came. 
# Gentiles. 

Vers. 3-5. —* A. V.: and to make a gain of the temple. 6 of the other chapels. 7 (rebpevwpevos. Vulg., mente 
effrznatus. In the active, the verb means to make wise, to make understand.) 8 So he came to J. ® town. 
10 (This is false. Bethsura lay about twenty miles from Jerusalem. Codd. IIT. 106. have cxoivous, instead of aradious, 
which would make the distance about right; 55., 500 furlongs; Syr., 10,005 furlongs. Grimm supposes that another 
fortress is meant, on the borders of Idumza, but the word wévre is probably corrupt.) 11 laid sore siege 
(€6ABev). , te ee 

Vers. 6, 7.— 12 A. V.: Now when they that were with M. 13 holds, they and all. 14 (6xAots, used in distine- 
tion from the soldiers.) 15 Then M. himself first of all took weapons, exhorting the other. 16 so. 17 omits 
and. 

Vers. 8-10.— 18 A. V.: omits there (avro@c. 


is 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 


~ 


10 
11 


The xai after d€ is omitted by IIT. 55. 62. 64. 71. 74. 938.106. If retained 
it is to be regarded as epexegetical. Grimm would have preferred avrdGev for av7d01). 19 before them on horse- 
back one. 20 shaking his armour. 21 Then. 22 insomuch that they were. 23 to fight with .. . . with most 
eruel ... . and to pierce through walls. 24 Thus they marched forward (for rpooyyor, III. 62. 64. 93. 106. Ald. 
read mpoyyov, Which was adopted by the A. V.) in ¢heir armour, having a. % for the Lord was. 

Vers. 11, 12. — 6 A. V.: giving. 27 omits of them. 28 footmen (required by the context). 
80 (Lit , compelled to flee.) | 31 Many (oi wAcioves} . . . . also being wounded escaped naked. 


29 all the other. 
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13 himself also fled! shamefully, and escaped.? And® as he was a man of under- 
standing, casting up ® with himself what loss he had had, and considering that the 
Hebrews could not be overcome,’ because the Almighty’ God helped them, he 

14 sent unto them, and persuaded them that he would® agree to all reasonable con- 
ditions,® and promised that he would persuade the king that he must needs be” a 

15 friend unto them. And the Maccabee ™ consented to all that Lysias desired, being 
mindful of its advantage ;!° for all the Maccabee wrote * unto Lysias concerning 

16 the Jews, the king granted.4 For there were letters written unto the Jews from 
Lysias to this effect: : 

17‘ Lysias unto the people ® of the Jews sendeth greeting. John and Abessalom,”® 
who were sent. from you, delivered me the petition subscribed,” and made request 

18 for the things designated therein.’ Therefore what things were necessarily re- 
ported also to the king, I have made them known,” and he hath granted what 

19 was admissible. If then you will keep yourselves loyal * to the state, I will en- 

20 deavor hereafter also to be a means ® of good to you. But of the particulars I 
have given order both to these, and the other that came from me, to commune *° 

21 with you. Fare ye well. The hundred and eight and fortieth year, the four and 
twentieth day of the month Dioscorinthius.” 

22 And” the king’s letter ran thus:”* King Antiochus unto 7s brother Lysias 

23 sendeth greeting. Since our father departed * unto the gods, our will is, that they 

24 that are in owr realm may attend undisturbed to their ® own affairs. Having heard 
that the Jews did not consent to the change to Greek customs proposed by our 
father, but chose rather their own manner of living, and make request, that we 

25 concede to them their customs :* now our wish being, that also this * nation shall 
be at ® rest, we *4 have determined that their temple may be restored,® and * that 

26 they may live according to the customs of their forefathers. Thou wilt” do well 
therefore to send unto them, and grant them peace, that knowing our mind, they 
may both ® be of good courage,” and occupy themselves “ cheerfully with the man- 
agement of * their own affairs. 

27. And the letter of the king unto the nation of the Jews was after this manner : 
King Antiochus sendeth greeting unto the council of the Jews,* and the rest of the 

28 Jews. If ye fare well, we have our desire ; and “ we are also ourselves * in good 

29 health. Menelaus made known * unto us, that your desire was to return home,*” 

30 and to follow ** your own business. Wherefore they that will depart ® shall have 

81 permission ™ till the thirtieth day of Xanthicus, with the security, that the Jews 


Vers. 12, 18.—1 A. V.: himself fled away. 2 so escaped (it might be rendered, ‘‘ escaped by shameful flight *’). 
8 Who. 4 (More lit., ‘‘ as he was no fool.’’) 5 omits up. 6 (Lit., were unconquerable.) 7 (wavra Suvvamevov. 
Codd. III. 106. omit the former.) 

Ver. 14.—8 A, V.: them to. 9 (cvAddocoOau emt maar Tots Suxacous; ITI. 62. 64. 74. 98. 106. Co. Ald., cvAdver Gat, 
which must be read, if éreoe of the common text is adopted. A few Codd., 19. 62. 64. 93., with Ald., have the imperf., 
émev0e, Which Grimm would receive. Cf. following note.) 10 The Greek text, cal Sudre Kal Tov BactAéa meioery idov 
avrois avaykdgew yevéoOa, is not clear, Grimm would either strike out weéoeww, or insert a Kat before Pidrov, taking kat 
Sidr. for kal drt. I prefer, with Wahl and Keil, to take «at did7u in the sense of Kai iva eiSdor, Sud7t (= Ore) and render 
as follows (cf. Wahl’s Clavis, under avayxagw): ‘and that he, as proof that he would win also the king over to 
them, was now already seeking to move him to form a friendship with them.’? The objection to this interpretation is 
made by Grimm that it necessitates the introduction of the extraneous words, ‘“‘ now already.’’ But this thought is, 
in fact, contained in the infin. pres., as being in distinction to the future infin., weicecv. 


Vers. 15-17.—" A. V.: Then M. 2 careful of the common good. 13 and whatsoever (lit., as many things as 
M. wrote (more lit., delivered over to L. through writings ”’). 14 granted it. 15 (here rq mA7jGer.) 16 Absalon. 
17 (Cf. Com.) 18 performance of the contents thereof, 

Vers, 18-21.— 1 A. V.; things (60a) soever were meet to be reported.  % declared them. 21a8 much as might be. 
22 (Lit., well disposed.) 23 hereafter also will I endeavour . .. . (mapairios = being in part the cause). 24 your 
good (duty is omitted by IIT, 28. 44, al.). 25 (StadexOnvar, treat.) 26 forty .... twenty, (See Com.) 

Vers. 22, 28. — 27 A. V.: Now. 28 contained these words (cf. ver. 16, and ix. 18). 29 is translated, 80 live 
quietly, that every one may attend upon his. | y 

Vers. 24-26. — 81 A. V.: We understand also .. . . would not consent to our father, for to be brought unto the cus- 
tom of the Gentiles, but had rather keep... . for the which cause (text. rec., kal dca rodto agvodvras. Fritzsche 


strikes out all but the last word, the same failing in most of the MSS.) they require of us that we should suffer them to 


live after their own laws (ra vouiwa. Fritzsche strikes out adrov after the latter word. It is wanting in III. 28. 44. 52. 
al.). 82 Wherefore our mind is, that this. 88 in. 84 and we. 


85 ¢o restore them their temple. 26 omits 
and, 87 shalt. 88 when they are certified of our mind (mpoatpeow = purpose, preference). 39 omits both, 
40 comfort. 41 ever go (Stayivwvrat). 42 about (mpds .. . . avriAnyur). 

Vers. 27-81. — A. V.: omits of the Jews. 4 omitsand. 45 omits ourselves. 46 declared. 47 (See Com.) 


48 (yiverOas moa.) 49 (karamopevouevors. Of, Com.) 50 safe conduct. 
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may’ use their own food? and laws, as before, and that*® none of them in any 
82 wise * shall be molested for things ignorantly done. And® I have also sent Men- 
33 elaus, that he may assure® you. Fare ye well. In the hundred forty and eighth 
year, and the fifteenth day of the month Xanthicus. 
34 And’ the Romans also sent unto them a letter containing these words: Quin- 
tus * Memmius, ard Titus Manlius,® ambassadors of the Romans, send greeting 
35 unto the people” of the Jews. Concerning that which” Lysias the king’s rela- 
36 tive * hath granted you, we also consent to it! But what ® he judged should 18 
be referred to the king, after you have advised thereof, send one forthwith, that we 
37 may set it forth as it is fitting towards you,” for we are going to Antioch. There- 
fore send some with speed, that we may also” know what is your mind. Farewell. 
38 In the” hundred forty and eighth year, the fifteenth day of the month Xanthicus. 


Ver. 81.—1 A. V.: And the J. shall. ° kind of meats (Saravyuara = expenditures, here, for food). 3 omits 
that. 4 any manner of ways, 

Vers. 82-38.—5A.V.: omits And. 6 comfort. 7 omits And, 8 (Kow Tos.) 9 (See Com. Fritzsche 
adopts Mavios from IIT. 28. 55. 62. al. 5 Matos, 44, 74. 243.; Old Lat., Manilius ; Syr., Quintus Menisthius Manius.) 
210 (Here 7@ Sym.) 1 Whatsoever. 12 cousin, ~ 18 omits you, M therewith . . . . are well pleased. 
1 touching such things as. 16 to, 7 declare as it is convenient for you (ITT. 106., neiv, i. e., as it would be our 


duty). 18 now going. 19 omits also. *® This hundred and eight and forty (cf. ver. 33). 


Cuarter XI. 


Ver. 1. On the differences between this ac-| ported by the MSS., only one (19.) giving the 
count and the parallel in 1 Mace., cf. Com. on the} form xopi@lov. Still, it cannot well be correctly 
latter book (iv. 26-35), and the Zntrod. to the pres-| written. It is the genitive of Zevs, joined with 
ent one. It may be supposed that some facts| «oplvOios. There is no ground for calling it, with 
relating to the second campaign of Lysias have | Schleusner, the name of a Greek month, as there 
been here transferred to the first, or that the|was no such Greek month. The Old Latin, fol- 
same campaign is described in both books, but are|lowed by Luther and others, seems to have read 
derived from different and divergent authorities, Atockovpos or Aidotopos (Dioscori), which, in fact, 
so that the writer of 2 Mace. held it to be a dif-|was the name of a Cretan month. But it is doubt- 
ferent series of events which were meant. * ful whether such a word would have found place 

Ver. 2. The city. Jerusalem. in a letter written by a Syrian, especially, when 

Ver. 3. The temple taxable. The temple|it is noticed that somewhat later (vers. 33, 38) 
had been hitherto provided for, in some of its ex-|the Macedonian name for the Jewish month Ni- 

enses, by donations from the Syrian rulers.|san is given, namely, Xanthicus. Hence, it is 

rom 1 Mace. x. 25-45, however, where Deme-| probable, that the reading of the Old Latin is 
trius I. Soter promises that certain receipts of the|simply conjecture, and that some Macedonian 
same shall be thereafter free from taxation, we|month is meant. It was an order of Seleucus 
infer that this had not been previously the case. | Nicator that the names of the Macedonian months 
Keil thinks it probable that such exemption dated | should be employed in Syria, and Josephus also 
from the peace with Antiochus V. Eupator. Cf.| makes use of them. We ‘may accept, therefore, 
1 Mace. vi. 58 ff. as reasonably certain, that either Dius (November) 

Ver. 4. Fourscore elephants. Nothing is} or Dystrus (March) is meant, and the corruption 
said of elephants in the parallel account of 1] arose through a copyist, or a mistake of the writer 
Mace., and the number, in any case, is far too|himself. The Syriac translates here by Tisri cor- 
eepas ie to the Macedonian Dius. 

er. 22. Unto (his) brother, 7. ¢., relative. 
Cf, vers. 1, 35. 

Ver. 6. Strongholds. The plural is used be-| Ver. 23. Antiochus Epiphanes allowed himself 
cause in laying siege to Bethsura he showed his|to be called god on the coins of his realm, and it 
intention of attacking other fortified places. —|is not unlikely that his son would represent him 
Good angel, 7. ¢., here an angel for protection. | here as enjoying a real apotheosis. Grimm, how- 
The adjective is not to be regarded as antithetic| ever, thinks that only a higher order of being is 
to bad. Cf. xv. 23 and Tob. v. 21. meant, and that no real apotheosis is intended. 

Ver. 7. Where the Jewish army was, at the| Ver. 24. Merd@eo1s = (1) translatio, (2) muta- 
time they received the news of the attack on|tio, It has the latter meaning here. 

Bethsura, it is not said. Ver. 25. The conclusion properly begins with 

Ver. 17. Petition subscribed. It is not easy the words, “we have determined,” and not with 
to understand what is meant here by the word the beginning of this verse as in the A. V.— Also 
xpnuaricudv. Probably, however, it was the doc-| this nation. As well as other nationalities of the 
ument in which the Jews had written down the | realm, 

roposals for peace made by Lysias. Butthe ob-| Ver. 29. Menelaus. Probably the person 
ject in sending to the Jews a aM of their own|made high priest by Antiochus Epiphanes. Cf. 
address to the king is not clear. Keil understands iv. 23; vy. 15.— To return home, KaTeAOdvras, 
by émoyeypaumevoy the subscription of the Jewish 7. ¢., go down from Jerusalem into the various dis- 
people to their own document; Grimm, that it) tricts where their homes were situated. : 
means, rather, subjoined, as at ix. 25. Ver. 30. Xanthicus. It was the sixth Ma- 

Ver. 21. Hundred eight and fortieth. 38. 0.|cedonian month, corresponding to the Jewish 
165.— Dioscorinthius. The word is well sup-| Nisan and our April. The names of the other 





high. 
Ver. 5. Bethsura. Cf. Com., at 1 Mace. iv. 
29. 
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Macedonian months in order were: Artemisius, 
Desius, Panemus, .Lous, Gorpizus, Hyperbere- 
teus, Dius, Apelleus, Audyneus, Peritius, Dys- 
trus. There was a Macedonian moon-year and 
a sun-year. But the names of the Macedonian 
months were sometimes used, as, for instance, by 
Josephus, simply to indicate the corresponding 
Jewish months. Cf. Antiq., iii. 10, § 5; Bell. Jud., 
vy. 8, § 1, and remarks in Schiirer’s Neutest. Zeit- 
geschichte, “ Beitrage” I. 

Ver. 81. (Things) ignorantly done, tay iy- 
vonuevov. Of. remarks at 1 Esd. viii. 74, and 
Gelpke in Stud. u. Kritik., 1849, p. 655 f. Cremer 
(Lex., s.v.) says: “The dyvoodyres accordingly are 
those who are under the power of sin, and therefore 
sin perhaps, against knowledge and will; but are 
passively subject to it,.... refers to those whose 
acts are not the result of previous conscious thought 
(cf. Rom. vii. 7; viii. 18), so that their conduct 
cannot be regarded as deliberate and intentional 
opposition . . . . though in consequence of the 
interposition of the law, it has become mapaBaois, 
7. e., involves guilt.’— It is doubtful, however, 
whether the word is to be translated in this baldly 
literal sense in the passage before us. It would 
seem rather to haye the sense of offenses, in gen- 
eral. But, if so, it is an interesting fact as bear- 
ing on the question of the common view of sin held 
at this time. 

Ver. 34. Quintus Memmius. It is not clear 
from other authorities that there were any ambas- 
sadors of this name in Asia at that time. The 
names are greatly varied, however, in the differ- 
ent codices and versions. See Zext. Notes. One 
of the ambassadors, sent from Rome to Antiochus 
Epiphanes, just before his campaign into the east- 
ern provinces, was called Manius Sergius, and 
Grimm thinks it possible that his name has here 
been made use of. Cf. Polyb. xxxi. 9, 6; 12, 9 ff. 
Hitzig, however, by a new arrangement of dates 
( Geschichte, p. 413), seeks to show that the Quin- 
tus and Canuleius of Polyb. xxxi. 18, are meant. 
He says: “ Also, later still Quintus is sent on an 
ambassage (Polyb., xxxiii. 14); it is he whom we 
must regard as our Quintus Memmius ; and his 
colleague was called Titus Manlius = Canuledus. 
After they were through in Egypt, they traveled 
.... further to Syria.” But Fritzsche (Schen- 
kel’s Bib. Lex., art. “ Manius”) successfully con- 
tests this view, not only on the ground that histor- 
ical dates are. thereby unfairly manipulated, but 
that, on the authority of Polybius, quite other per- 
sons were sent as ambassadors to Ptolemy Phys- 
con, than those supposed by Hitzig, namely, Tus 
Torquatus and Cneius Merula. Since the letter 
in other respects is open to grave suspicion, as for 
instance, in the fact that its dates are according 
to the Seleucian era, instead of according to Con- 
sulates, as was usual with the Romans, and that 
it is dated at the same time with the previous 
letter from the king, its unsupported statements 
in the present instance cannot be accepted with 

any great degree of confidence. They are, in all 
probability, simple fabrications. 

Ver. 36. Some general remarks on the forego- 
ing letters would seem to be demanded. Their 
unnatural juxtaposition and similarity of form is 
first of all noticeable. There are, moreover, a 
number of single suspicious circumstances, like 
the representation of verses 17, 24, that the Jews 
after such an overwhelming victory pray for 
peace, and that the temple is spoken of as re- 
turned to the Jews when it had not been taken 





from them. These representations, however, 
might be explained as being allowable exaggera- 
tions, due to the diplomatic form of the docu- 
ments. But the letters contain, besides, positive 
contradictions and are based on suppositions 
known, in certain respects, to be false. For in- 
stance, from ver. 29 it might be inferred that the 
Jews were imprisoned in Jerusalem and must 
have permission, and the assurance of a safe con- 
duct before they could venture forth. But ac- 
cording to vers. 11, 12, the army of Lysias had 
been quite overthrown, and hence the Jews free 
to go where they pleased. Again, the king is sup- 
posed (xi. 36; xii. 1) to have been in Antioch 
during the negotiations for peace. But how then 
could he insist on such a foolish provision in his 
letter as that fifteen days grace should be allowed 
to the Jews in Jerusalem to get to their respec- 
tive homes, i. e., fifteen days from the 15th of 
Xanthicus, when it would require nearly the whole 
of this time to communicate the fact to them ? 
But still greater difficulties arise from the circum- 
stance that Lysias is here represented as seek- 
ing to make peace immediately after his defeat, 
while according to 1 Mace. iv. 35, it only stimv- 
lates him to still greater efforts to subdue the 
Jews. ‘hat the same campaign is in both cases 
referred to appears from the dates given in 1 
Mace. and in three of the above letters. Some, 
as Bertheau, De Wette, and Keil, instead of see- 
ing ground in this for suspecting the genuineness 
of the letters under consideration, regard it rather 
as proof of the same, since it would naturally 
have been the aim of a fabricator to make the two 
accounts correspond as closely as possible. This 
argument may, indeed, be sometimes used with 
good effect, but must not be pressed too far, since 
the motive adduced, although a strong one, might 
easily be overcome by others having their basis in 
a love of independence and originality. These 
critics maintain that the present narrative relates 
to the second campaign of Lysias, which, in the 
matter of dates (vers. 20, 33, 38) and the arrange- 
ment of material, he has seemed to confound with 
the first. Grimm, however, justly objects to this 
view that it does not meet the demands of the 
case. His second campaign Lysias undertook in 
connection with the king, who accompanied him 
in it, while during the negotiations for peace Anti- 
ochus Eupator was not at Antioch, but at the 
headquarters of the Syrian camp before Jerusa- 
lem. Moreover, supposing, as we must, that Lys- 
ias conducted the negotiations referred to, as 
representative of the king, his ward, why should 
he need to lay the matter before the latter for his 
approval, or what propriety was there in it? He 
was at this time (150 of the Seleucian era) not 
more then ten years of age. But this circumstance 
does not seem to have occurred to the writer of 
the second of the above letters. Further, the last 
of these letters shows a clear anachronism in repre- 
senting the Romans as corresponding with the 
Jews in the 148th year of the Seleucian era, when, 
according to 1 Mace. viii. 1 ff., 17 ff., the acquain- 
tance and political connection of the Jews with 
Rome did not begin until the year 151 of that era. 

On these and similar grounds, most unbiased 
critics maintain that the above letters are not 
genuine. Grimm, with Wernsdorf, is able to see 
only in the third letter (vers, 29 and 30) a germ of 
historical truth. Herzfeld (Geschichte, ti. 259), 
defends on quite untenable grounds, the genuine- 
ness of the first letter, while admitting the fabri- 
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cation of the others. Hitzig (Geschichte, p. 412) 
regards all the letiers, excepting that from the 
king to Lysias, as genuine. Keil, with his well- 
known conservatism, accepts all the letters, with- 
Out exception, as veritable and historic. The 
unsuccessful campaign of Lysias, here referred to, 
according to him, was his second (cf. 1 Mace. vi. 
42-62). Peace was made in the year 150 of the 
Seleucian era. The four letters refer to this 
peace. The first two belong together, hence the 
second is without date. The king’s letter is to be 
regarded as a “ Beilage” to that of Lysias! The 





SS 
date, as it concerns the year of the last two Jet- 
ters, is wrong, having been altered from 150 by 
Jason, or by the compiler of the work, who wished 
to bring it into harmony with his supposition that 
the peace took place after the first campaign of 
Lysias. Other weighty objections against the 
genuineness of the letters, Keil seeks to parry 
by the general assertion that they rest on misun- 
derstandings, and the imputation of things to 
them which, through a better knowledge of their 
aim and meaning, would be found to be ground- 
less, 





Cuartrer XII. 


Anp * when these treaties had been concluded,? Lysias departed * unto the king, 
while * the Jews went ® about their husbandry. But of the generals of the ® several 
places, Timotheus, and Apollonius the son of Gennzus, and besides, Hieronymus,’ 
and Demophon, and in addition to ® them Nicanor the governor of Cyprus, suffered 
3 them not® to be quiet, and live in peace. The inhabitants ™ of Joppe also did 

such an ungodly deed: they prayed the Jews that dwelt among them to embark ? 

with their wives and children in™ the boats which they had in readiness, as 
4 though no ill feeling existed against them, but as though it were according to 
the common ordinance of the city ; and they, because they would, if possible, live 
in peace, and suspected nothing, accepted.!° Taking them out ” into the deep, they 
drowned them, there being not less than two hundred.® But Judas on hearing of 
the * cruelty done unto Ais countrymen, made it known to” those that were with 
him, and* calling upon God the righteous J udge, he went against the ” murderers 
of his brethren; and he “ burnt the haven by night, and set the boats on fire, 
while * those that fled thither he slew. And since the place ® was shut up, he 
went away,” intending to return and root out all them of the city of Joppe. But 
having * heard that the Jamnites also ™ were minded to do in the same® manner 
unto the Jews that dwelt among them, he fell *! upon the Jamnites also by night, 
and set fire to” the haven together with * the navy, so that the light of the fire was 
seen at Jerusalem two hundred and forty furlongs off. 

But when they had gone ** away from thence nine furlongs on their march 
against * Timotheus, no fewer than five thousand men on foot ®* and five hundred 
horsemen of the Arabians set upon him. And since the battle became severe, and *” 
Judas’ side by the help of God were successful,®* the Nomades ® being overcome,” 
besought Judas for peace, promising both to give cattle, and to help them * other- 
wise. And Judas, thinking that they indeed * would be profitable in many things, 
consented to keep peace with them ; and they made peace, and “4 departed to their 
tents. 

And he fell also upon a certain city strong through earthworks, and * fenced 
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Vers. 1-3.—! A. V.: omits And (8é is received from III. 44. 55. al. by Fritzsche ; text. rec. omits). 
were made. 5 went. 4 and. 5 were. 6 governors of. 7 Genneus, also H. ® besides. 
suffer them. 10 ( Text. rec., evorabets ; Codd., evorabeiv.) 11 men. 12 go, 18 into, 14 prepared. 
had meant them no hurt. 

Vers. 4-6.— 16 A. V.: Who accepted of it (I follow the pointing of Fritzsche’s text. The xai before rovrwy émdeéa- 
pévey does not permit the rendering of the A. V. See Cvm.), according to the common decree of the city, as being de- 
sirous to live ... . suspecting nothing. 17 but when they were gone forth, 18 drowned no less . . . . hundred 
of them. 10 When J. heard of this. 2 hecommanded. 2 to make them ready. And. 22 came against those 
23 omits he. *% and. 

Vers. 7-9. — ° A. V.: when the town. 26 backward. 27 as if he would return to (marg., with a purpose to 
return). 28 when he. 29 omits also. 80 like. 31 came. 82 on. 33 and. 

Vers. 10-12. —# A. V.: Now... . were gone (awogndcartes is adopted by Fritzsche from IIT. 23. 44. 52. 55. al. ; 
text. rec., aTooTmacbEevTwy). 89 in their journey toward. 36 men on foot, 87 Whereupon there was a very sore 


2 covenants 
® would not 
15 they 


battle; but. %8 got the victory, so that. 89 N. of Arabia (Fritzsche strikes out ”ApaBes. It is wanting in nearly 
all the MSS.). 40 (Britzsche adopts éAarrovwOévres from III. 71. 74. 243. Co.; text. rec., ehatrwbévres.) 4l him 
cattle. # pleasure him (ai7o's is wanting in 71.). 4 Then J., thinking indeed that they. 44 granted them 


peace: whereupon they shook hands, and so they. * 
Vers. 13-15. — #5 A. V.: He went also about to make a bridge to a certain Strong city (the text. rec. reads yedupoty 
after moAw, but it is omitted by 19. 23. 52. 62. 64. 93. Syr. Fritzsche adopts yepvpacs from 55. Old Lat., firmam ponti- 
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about with walls, and inhabited by people of divers nations ;1 and the name of t 
14 was Caspis. But they that were within trusted 2 in the strength of the walls and 
the store of provisions, and* behaved themselves rudely towards Judas and them 
that were with him,‘ railing and, besides,’ blaspheming, and uttering what was not 
15 seemly. But Judas with his men,° calling upon the great Lord of the world, wee 
without rams” or engines of war cast 8 down Jericho in the time of Joshua, made 
16 a fierce assault against the walls. And having taken the city by the will of God, 
they made ” unspeakable slaughters, insomuch that the lake near by, two furlongs 
broad, seemed to be flowing full of * blood. 
17. And they departed ” from thence seven hundred and fifty furlongs, and came to 
18 Characa unto the Jews that are called Tubieni. And Timotheus, indeed, they 
found not in the region; for™® before he had dispatched any thing, he had a 
departed from the region, and” left a very strong garrison Mi a certain place. 
19 But2” Dositheus and Sosipater, who were of the Maccabee’s officers,® went forth 
and slew those that Timotheus had left in the fortress, above ten thousand men. 
20 But the Maccabee ” ranged his own ® army by divisions,” and set them ™ over the 
divisions,“ and marched swiftly ** against Timotheus, who had about him an hun- 
dred and twenty thousand men of foot, and two thousand and five hundred horse- 
21 men. And when Timotheus had knowledge of Judas’ coming, he sent % ‘the 
women and the” children and the other movables * unto the * fortress called Car- 
nion; for the place *® was hard to besiege, and difficult ®! to come unto, by reason of 
22 the straitness of all the places.*? But when Judas’ first division * came in sight, 
the enemy,* being smitten with fear and terror through the appearing against 
them ® of him that seeth all things, fled amain, one running this way, another that 
way, so as that they were often hurt by ® their own men, and pierced through ® 
23 with the points of their own swords. But® Judas was 8° very earnest in pursuing 
them, killed the wicked wretches, and destroyed* about thirty thousand men. 
24 Moreover Timotheus himself fell into the hands of the soldiers of * Dositheus and 
Sosipater, and ** besought with much craft “ to be let 45 oo with his life, because he 
had many of the Jews’ parents, and the brethren of some of them, who, if they put 
25 him to death, should not be regarded. And“ when he had assured them *® with 
many words that he would restore them without hurt, they 5° let him go for the 
saving of their brethren. . 
26 And Judas went forth against *' Carnion, and the 52 temple of Atargatis, and 
27 slew ® five and twenty thousand persons. And after he had put to flight and de- 
stroyed them, he led his army also against ** Ephron, a strong city, wherein Lysias 
abode,® and a®® multitude of divers nations; and valiant” young men kept the 
walls, and defended them bravely ; and in it there was a great store ** of engines and 
28 darts. But when Judas and his company had called upon the Lord, who with his 


bus. See Com.), which was. 1 countries. 2 Gt put such trust. 8 and provision of victuals, that they. 
4 them that were with J. 5 omits besides. 6 such words as were not to be spoken. Wherefore... . company. 
7 any rams. 8 did cast. 9 gave. 

Vers. 16-18. —10 A. V.: took ....andmade. 1 a lake two furlongs broad near adjoining thereunto, being filled 
full, was seen running with. 12 Then departed they (cf. ver. 10). 18 ButasforT..... him not in the places: 
for (re — rére, IIT. 44. 52. al. — followed by cat with the force of d&.... Kat). 14 omits had. 15 thence having. 
16 hold. 

Vers. 19-21. —17 A. V.: Howbeit. 18 Maccabeus’ captains. 19 And Macecabeus. 20 omits own (Thy éavTod ; 
TIT. 19. 55. 62. 64. 98., rhv mepi adrov). 21 bands. 22 (Fritzsche adopts the emendation of Grimm, reading avrovs 
éri for rovs éré, i. e., placed leaders over them, named leaders of the separate divisions. But ef. ver. 24.) 23 bands. 
2+ went (Wpyuycer). 25 Now. 26 (More lit., sent out before, mpocéaméorevde, which Fritzsche receives from IIT. 55. ; 
text. rec., mpooetaméotetre.) 27 omits the. 38 baggage (see Com.). 29 a. 30 town. 31 uneasy. 82 (De 
Wette, followed by Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, renders : ‘‘ on account of the narrow passes. ?’) 

Vers. 22-25, —88 A. V.: Judas his first band. 34 enemies. 85 omits against them. 36 of. 87 wounded. 
38 omits But. 39 also was. 40 (Lit., ‘made the pursuit more vehement,” i. e., than their already rapid flight seemed 
to demand.) 41 killing those... . of whom he slew. 42 omits the soldiers of. 43 whom he. 44 (Lit., jug- 
gling. Of., with the Greek, 2 Tim. iii. 18. It is implied that what he said was not true.) # to let him. 
46 (Fritzsche strikes out ei amo@dvor, as wanting in IIT. 28. 44. 52. 55. al. Grimm thinks the;words cannot be spared.) 
47 So. 48 (rdv épecuov. The word seems to be used here, as elsewhere in the LXX., in the sense of obligation. He 
made trustworthy the obligation, Cf. Numb. xxx. 8, 4, 8, and Schleusner’s Lez., s. v.) 49 (Fritzsche adopts amoxata- 
oryjoa from ITT. 19. 44. 55. al.; Vulg., aroxatractycew.) 50 according to the agreement, they. 

Vers. 26-28. — 51 A. V.: Then M. (so 62. 64. 93. Ald.) marched forth to. tothe.  % thereheslew. 5 Judas 
(wanting in IIT. 28. 55. 71. al. Old Lat.) removed the host towards. 55 (Fritzsche strikes out kat#Kket Avotas Kat. 
These words are wanting in IIT. 28. 44.52.55. al. But they are retained by Grimm and Keil.) 56 a great. 57 the 
strong. 58 mightily; wherein also was great provision. 59 Almighty God (Suvdcrnv. Cf. ver. 15). 
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power breaketh’ the strength? of Ads enemies, they won® the city, and slew 
29 twenty and five thousand of them that were within. And‘ from thence they de- 
parted and made a swift march against ° Scythopolis, which lieth six hundred fur- 
30 longs from Jerusalem. But since® the Jews that dwelt’? there testified ® that the 
Scythopolitans dealt lovingly with them, and treated ® them kindly in the time of 
31 their adversity, they gave them thanks, and desired them to be friendly also in the 
future towards their race; and" they came to Jerusalem, the feast of the weeks 
approaching. 
32 And after the feast called Pentecost, they went forth in haste ” against Gorgias, 
33 the general of Idumea. And he™ came out with three thousand men of foot 
34 and four hundred horsemen. And it happened that in their fighting together a few 
39 of the Jews fell. And? Dositheus, a certain™ one of Bacenor’s men,'® who was 
on horseback, and a strong man, fastened upon Gorgias, and taking hold of his 
cloak * drew him along by force, and would ~ have taken that cursed man alive, 
when® a horseman of Thracia coming upon him and smiting off his arm, Gorgias 
36 escaped * unto Marisa. Now when they that were with Esdris % had fought long, 
and were weary, Judas called upon the Lord, that he would show himself to be thesr 
37 helper and leader of the battle. And taking -up *° in his native language the battle 
ery, with psalms, he rushed *” unawares upon Gorgias’ men, and * put them to flight. 
38 And Judas gathered his army,” and came ® into the city of Odollam. And when 
the seventh day came, they purified themselves, as the custom was, and kept the 
39 sabbath in the same place. And upon the day following, as it had become a mat- 
ter of necessity,** Judas and his men came to carry off the bodies of them that 
40 had fallen,® and to bury them with their kinsmen in their fathers’ graves. But * 
under the coats * of every one of the dead * they found things consecrated to the 
idols of Jamnia,” which * is forbidden the Jews by the law. And it became clear 
41 to all® that this was the cause wherefore they had fallen. All men therefore 
praising the Lord, the righteous Judge, who had opened the things that were hid, 
42 betook themselves unto supplication,” and besought him that the sin committed 
might be wholly blotted out. And the “? noble Judas exhorted the people to keep 
themselves from sin, since ** they saw before their eyes the things that had come to 
43 pass because of * the sin of those that had fallen untimely.® And having made a 
collection of money from man to man ** to the sum of two thousand drachmas of 
silver, he sent 7¢ to Jerusalem to offer a sin offering,’ doing very nobly and prap- 
44 erly,* in that he was mindful of the resurrection; for if he had not expected * that 
they that had fallen untimely would rise™ again, it had been superfluous © and 
45 vain to pray for the dead ; and also in that he took into consideration @ that there 
was great favor laid up for those that died godly,* it was a holy and good * 
thought ; wherefore ** he made the * reconciliation for the dead, that they might be 
delivered ® from the *® sin. 


Ver. 28.—1 cuvrpiBovra, shivereth.  % adxds; III. 62.55. 106., dAxds. 8 A. V.: wan. 


Vers. 29-34.—4 A. V.: omits And. © departed to. 6 when. 7 (Fritzsche receives caeorérwv from ITI. 44, 
52. 55. al. ; text. rec., katouxovvTwv.) § had testified. ® entreated (Fritzsche strikes out émovodvro after amavrnow. 
as III. 28. 44. 55. al.). 10 thanks, desiring (Fritzsche strikes out avrois after evxaproricavtes. It is wanting in ITI, 
23. 55. al.). 11 friendly still unto them: and so. 12 omits in haste. 18 the governor (otparnyédrv). 41, 
(Grotius would read “Iapveias. See Com.) who. 15 were slain. ' 

Vers. 35-37, —16 A. V.: At which time. 17 omits a certain. 18 company. 19 was still. 20 his coat 
(xAapuvdos). 21 omits along. 22 when he would. 3 omits when. 24 smote off his shoulder (pov, but for arm, 


as at xv. 30), so that G. fied. 25 Gorgias (so 44. 64. 71. 74. 248. Ald.). 20 with that he began. °7 own language, 
and sung psalms with a loud voice (Fritzsche strikes out avaBonoas Kai, as wanting in nearly all the MSS. ), and rush- 
; 28 he. 

<a oe —2 A.V.: So... . his host, 80 (Fritzsche receives #jcev from III. 19. 44, 52. 55, al. ; text. rec., 
jiyev-) 51 the use had been (ka@’ dv tpdrov 7d THs xpelas eyeydver. Fritzsche has, for Tponov, xpovov. The latter is 
supported by III. 19. 44. 52. 55. al.). 82 company... . to take up. 33 were slain. 84 Now. 85 (xuT@vas.) 
86 that was slain. 37 the Jamnites. 38 (Sv might refer to icpduara or to eiddAwy. Grimm prefers the latter ; 
most others, the former. ) 39 Then every man saw. 40 were slain. 41 prayer ( ixerecav), #2 wholly be put out 
of remembrance. Besides that. 48 forsomuch as. 44 came to pass for. 4 were slain. . Her, 

Vers. 43-45. — #6 A. V.: when he had made a gathering throughout the company. ai (mpocayayeiv mepi duaprias 
@vavav.) 48 therein very well, and honestly. 49 hoped. 50 were slain should have risen. 51 (Fritzsche strikes 
out av after meptooov. It is wanting in III. 28. 44. 52. al.) 52 perceived. 53 (yxaptoTypLov, preceded by KaAALOTOV, 
most excellent.) & (Lit., had fallen asleep in piety.) 55 (evoeBys.) 56 whereupon. 57 a, 58 (amoAvOyjvat, set 
free, cleared.) 59 omits the (the special sin seems to be referred to). 
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Ver. 2. Timotheus. He is previously said to 
have been murdered. Cf. x. 24, 32, 37. — Apol- 
lonius. Distinguished from others of the same 
name (cf. iii. 5, 7; iv. 21; 1 Macc. x. 69 f£.) by 
naming him “the son of Genneus.” Luther 
and some others construct the last word adjec- 
tively. But in that case it must have been used 
ironically, which is hardly to be supposed. It 
occurs elsewhere, moreover, aS a proper name. — 
Hieronymus and Demophon are mentioned only 
here. Nicanor is called the governor of Cyprus (6 
Kumpidpxns). ‘There was another Nicanor who ap- 
pears in the history (see viii. 9 ; xiv. 12). Just what 
the position of this one was is not clear. He was, 
however, either political governor-under the Syr- 
ian king, or, if this office was already in posses- 
sion of another (iv. 29), he was chief director of 
the public games in honor of the gods. Cf. the 
commentaries on Acts xix. 31. . 


Ver. 4. It is not necessary to understand that 
these were all the Jews who were at that time liv- 
ing in Joppa. That they without suspicion would 
accept such an invitation as the one above referred 
to is hardly credible. In fact a suspicion is im- 
plied in the &p cipnvedew OeAdvtwv. According to 
1 Mace. x. 74 ff. the Jews undertook hostilities 
against Joppa under Jonathan, and we have no 
historical support for the present narrative outside 
of the narrative itself. 

Ver. 7. Since the place was shut up, 7. é., 
against their entrance. Others, with less propri- 
ety, render (De Wette) : “When he had shut up the 
place, i. e., surrounded, besieged it. He with- 
-drew because he had not a sufficient number of 
troops for a regular siege. 

Ver. 8. Jamnites. Cf. 1 Mace. iv. 15. 

Ver. 9. Navy, orddos. It means the equip- 
ment of anything; hence, as proper equipment of 
a harbor, ships. May not this story have been 
made up from that recorded in 1 Mace. v. 56-61, 
where Joseph conducts an expedition against 
Jamnia? Judas at that time led one in another 
direction, cf. 1 Macc. v. 68. — The light of the 
fire, ras aiyds Tod péyyous. On the difference be- 
tween these two words as well as for the other sy- 
nomyms of és, cf. Schmidt, Synonymik, chap. 
Xxxiii. 2, 3,5. The latter word is generally used 
in the concrete, as referring to the thing that gives 
light, the former is light in activity, 7. e., as flame, 
or heat. 

Ver. 10. Arabians. These Bedouins dwelt in 
the district lying between Egypt and Palestine. 
Cf. the article “ Arabien ” by Schrader, in Riehm’s 
Handwirterbuch. 

Ver. 13. Tepupody (or yed¢tpas). In Herod. 
(v. 55, 57, 61; cf. Rawlinson’s Herod., ili., p. 255, 
n. 6), and after the Homeric period generally, 
yéoupa meant abridge. In the Iliad it is used 
(v. 88, 89) as meaning a dam,'a mound of earth, to 
keep out water; also, as referring to the space in- 
tervening between two lines of battle, and so gen- 
erally, in the sense of battle-field. Grimm thinks 
the word in the present passage should have its 
older meaning; Keil, its later.— Caspis. Pos- 
sibly the Chasphor of 1 Mace. vy. 26, 36. 

Ver. 14. ’Avaywyds = without education, hence, 
rough, impudent. The comparative is used in the 
sense of more impudent than was right, i. e., quite 
too impudent.— On @éus Schmidt remarks (Sy- 
nonymik, xviii. 1); “It is the eternal, divine law, 





that unwritten law existing from the beginning to 
which Antigone made appeal (Soph., Anitg., 450 
sq.) when she was brought to book for having 
transgressed a human ordinance. It dwells in 
the consciousness of men; is at the basis of the 
order of the world, as well the moral as material, 
since both are bound inseparably together.” 

Ver. 15. Great Lord (dvvdcrnv) of the world, 
This epithet is applied to God also, in Ecclus. xlvi. 
5, 6, and in other passages of the present book. 
It means possessor of power. It is used by the 


LXX. to translate YD (cf. Job vi. 23; xv. 20), 


and in one instance, at least (Lev. xix. 15), bina. 


Ver.17. Characa. The place is nowhere else 
mentioned, and its exact situation is unknown. 
It was east of the Jordan and was inhabited by 
Jews called Jubient, i. e., of Tobie (Tob), in Gil- 
ead. Cf.1 Macce.v. 9,13. The word Characa may 
not, indeed, be a proper name, but designate a 
fortified camp, from xdpaz, a pointed stake, cf. 
Polyb. i. 29, 3. The presence of the article, too, 
would favor this view. 

Ver. 20. The reading rods for abrods, which 
Grimm and Fritzsche adopt, would make the 
sense: and placed leaders over them, or named 
leaders of the single divisions. If the usual reading 
is retained, the pronoun would refer to the before- 
mentioned Dositheus and Sosipater. The latter 
view appears, on the whole, to be more acceptable, 
especially as it is favored by the statement of ver. 
24, The size of Timotheus’s army, as here given, 
is undoubtedly very much exaggerated. 

Ver. 21. Carnion, i.e., Carnaim. Cf. 1 Mace. 
vers. 26, 43,44. It is thought by some to be identi- 
cal with Ashteroth-Karnaim. So Grove in Smith's 
Bib, Dict., s.v. T£ so, then the note at 1 Mace vy. 
26 is to be changed accordingly, since Ashtaroth 
and Ashteroth-Karnaim cannot be held to be iden- 
tical, The description of the place as here given 
certainly does not correspond with the facts re- 
specting Tell-Ashterah, lying between Nova and 
Mezareib, commonly held to be the Carnaim re- 
ferred to, since the latter was situated in a wide 
plain. 

Ver. 28. Thirty thousand. According to 1 
Mace. v. 34, only about 8,000. 

Ver. 26. Herodotus (i. 105), as it would appear, 
calls the goddess here mentioned the “ Celestial 
Venus.’ She was worshipped under the form of 
a mermaid, or a figure half fish and half woman. 
She has been identified with Astarte, or the Venus 
of the Greeks. Cf Rawlinson’s Herod., i. 234, and 
Noldeke in the Zeitschr.der Deut. Morgenlénd. Ge- 
sellschaft, xxiv. 92, 109. 

Ver. 27. Wherein Lysias abode. It has been 
objected to this statement that the prime minister 
of the Syrian empire would scarely have lived so 
far away from the seat of government. ‘This, 
too, accounts for the variations in the MSS. But 
he might have had a residence there at some 
time. 

Ver. 32. Pentecost. Cf. Com., at Tob. ii. 1. — 
Idumea. Cf. 1 Mace. v. 59, according to which 
Gorgias was at this time in Jamnia. Hence the 
reading suggested by Grotius, noticed above. See 
also, vers. 388 and 40 and Joseph., Antg. (xii. 8, 
§ 6.) But the two events are quite different, and 
the change suggested has no critical support. 

Ver 33. And he came out. Grimm in oppo- 
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sition to all other commentors makes the subject 
here Judas, instead of Gorgias, on the ground 
that, otherwise, the narrator would be untrue to 
his usual method in assigning to the enemy so 
small a number of troops. But the circumstance 
that there were horsemen with him, militates 
against the supposition, since it is doubtful whether 
the Jews, at this time, had such a force of them 
at command. 

Ver. 35. Dositheus, a certain one. He is so 
described that he may not be confounded with 
the one mentioned in yer. 19.— XAauds is not a coat, 
but a military cloak, mantle, such as was worn by 
officers, like the Latin paludamentum. — The Thra- 
cian horsemen were highly respected and feared 
in ancient times. — Marisa. Cf Com. at 1 Mace. 
v. 66. 

Ver. 38, Odollam = Adullam. Its situation 
is not with certainty known, but it lay somewhere 
in the plain (Sephela) of Judah. Cf. Josh. xv. 
35. 


Ver. 40. Things consecrated (fepduata) to 
the idols. What these things were is uncertain. 
Some think of small images of the gods ; others 
of different things that had been dedicated to them 
in the temple, and had been secured by these 
men as charms. 


catis mortuorum, from an earlier, equally false ren- 
dering, pro peccato mortuorum. That Judas meant 
that the money should be spent in making sin 
offerings for those that had fallen, i. e., for the 
dead, cannot be proved. ‘The opinion of the 
writer of the history, or of its compiler, is quite 
another thing. It is far more likely, as indeed 
would appear from the context (ver. 42), that his 
thought was for the living and the danger of their 
being punished for the sins of the dead. But were 
it to be admitted that the narrator here means 
to teach just what Roman Catholics impute to 
him, there would still be no ground for basing a 
dogma upon such teaching, just as little ground, in- 
deed, as for basing one on an utterance of Josephus 
or Philo. There is not, as a matter of fact, the 
slightest evidence that any such doctrine as that 
of the Romanists relating to Purgatory had any 
existence among the Jews at this time. (For the 
teaching of the Persians see Gen. Introd.) Further, 
if it were to be admitted that Judas himself did 
mean by his conduct here, what the present book 
affirms, that again would make no binding rule 
for us. Judas Maccabeus was far from being a 
perfect man, and it would be, at least, quite as 
unsafe to follow him blindly, as to follow, without 
reserve, the example of such men as Abraham or 





Vers. 43-45. To offer a sin offering. In the} David. 


Vulgate the passage has been altered to pro pec- 





CHAPTER XIII. 


1 Awnp? inthe hundred forty and ninth year it was told Judas and his men,” that: 
2 Antiochus Eupator was coming with a great force against Judea,’ and with him 

Lysias his guardian, and prime minister,’ each having ® a Grecian army,® of footmen 

an hundred and ten thousand, and horsemen five thousand and three hundred, and 
3 elephants two and twenty, and three hundred chariots armed with scythes.7?. And ® 
Menelaus also joined himself with them, and with much® dissimulation encouraged 
Antiochus, not for the safeguard ™ of the country, but because he thought he would 
be installed in the office of high priest." But the King of kings awakened Antio- 
chus’ anger” against this wicked wretch, and Lysias informing him ™ that this man 
was the cause of all the misfortunes, he * commanded to bring him unto Bera, 
and to put /im to death, as the manner is in that place. Now © there was 2 in that 
place a tower of fifty cubits hefght,® full of ashes; and it had a revolving ” instru- 
ment, which on every side precipitated™ into the ashes. There all plunge him 
guilty of sacrilege, as also of any other grievous crime, into destruction.” Such a 
death ” it befell the apostate Menelaus to die, not having so much as burial in the 
earth,” and that very “ justly. For inasmuch as he had committed many sins about 
the altar, whose fire and ashes were holy, he received Avs death in ashes. 

But * the king came in a savage mood, to show the Jews the worst of that which 
had taken place * in his father’s time. And Judas, on becoming cognizant of it,?7 
commanded the multitude to call upon the Lord night and day, that if ever 8 at any 

Vers. 1-3. —1.A. V.: omits And. 2 omits and his men. 3 power into Judea. 4 his protector and ruler of his 
affairs. 5 having either of them. 6 power. 7 hooks. 8 omits And. 9 great, 10 (gwrnpia, but here, per- 
haps, in the more general sense of well-being.) ™ to have been made governor (émi ris dpxiis karacrabjcecOar. On 


apxn cf. iv. 10, 27). 
Vers. 4-6. 12 A. V.: moved A.’s mind. 


o3o io.) bo Mor) On 


18 informed the king. 14 mischief, so that the king. 15 Berea. 


16 (S¢.) 7 was (éorc, but I leave the rendering, on account of the context). 18 cubits high. 19 round (zepi- 
epés). 20 hanged down. #1 And whosoever was (Fritzsche strikes out ovra as wanting in almost all the MSS.) 
condemned .... or had committed . .. . there did all men (see Com.) thrust him unto death. 


Vers. 7-9. — 2 torovTw mop. 23 A. V.: happened that wicked man to die, not haying so much as burial in the 
earth (64. Ald. read ra$js for ris ys. The sense is right. More lit., not even having a share of the earth). 24 most. 
2% Now. 26 with a barbarous and haughty mind (Tots 8& dpovjmacw .... BeBopBapwpevos. His feelings and pur- 
pose were savage), to do far worse to the Jews than had been done. 


Vers. 10-12.—27 A. Y.: Which things when J. perceived, he. %8 (Fritzsche adopts «af from nearly all the Codd., 
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other time, so now he would! help them, being at the point to be deprived of the 
11 law, and of fatherland, and” holy temple ; and that he would not suffer the people, that 
just now had had a little respite, to become subject® to the blasphemous nations. 
12 ‘And‘.when they had all done the same ° together, and besought® the merciful 
Lord with weeping and fasting, and lying flat upon the ground three days unin- 
terruptedly,’ Judas exhorted them, and® commanded them to ® be in readiness. 
13 And Judas, being apart with the elders,” determined, before the king’s army in- 
vaded Judea, and became master of " the city, to go forth and try the matter by * - 
14 the help of the Lord. And having committed the decision™ to the Creator” of 
the world, and exhorted his soldiers to fight nobly,”® unto death, for laws, temple, 
15 city, fatherland, commonwealth,” he camped by Modein. And having given the 
watchword to his men,!® Victory ¢s of God, with the most valiant and choice young 
men he fell upon ® the king’s tent by night, and slew in the camp” about four ™ 
thousand men, and laid low” the chief elephant,* with the many that were upon 
16 him. And at last.they filled the camp with’ fear and tumult, and departed with 
17 good success. And this had taken place at % the break of the day,”® because the 
protection of the Lord did help him. 
18 But the king having” taken a taste of the daring 28 of the Jews, went * about to 
19 take the strongholds ® by policy. And he marched against 31 Bethsura, which was 
20 a stronghold of the Jews; was ” put to flight, made another attack, failed.** And 
21 Judas sent in * unto them that were in it such things as were necessary. But Rho- 
docus, of the Jewish army,® disclosed the secrets to the enemy ; *° but ®” he was 
22 sought out, and taken, and was put ** in prison. The king treated with them in 
Bethsura the second time, gave his hand, took theirs,® departed, fought with Judas, 
23 was overcome; heard that Philip, who had been left as prime minister 4 in Antioch, 
had rebelled, was confounded; he spoke friendly words to the Jews, yielded, and 
swore to any equitable ** conditions, agreed with them, and offered sacrifice, honored 
24 the temple, and dealt kindly with the place, and received with friendliness the 
Maccabee, made * him principal** governor from Ptolemais unto the Gerrhe- 
95 nians;** came to Ptolemais. They of Ptolemais were in ill temper concerning 28 
26 the covenants; for they stormed, because they would make the terms “ void. Lys- 
ias went forward upon the speaker’s stand,** said as much as possible ® in defense, 
persuaded, pacified, made them well affected, returned to Antioch. Thus it went 
touching the king’s coming and departing. 


but in the comparison it does not require translation.) 1 he would now also. 2 put from their law, from their 
country, and from the. 3 that had even now been but a little refreshed (I adopt the marg. reading), to be in subjec- 
tion. 4 So. 5 this. 6 (xarafwodv, a strengthened form of agvodv.) 7 long. 8 having exhorted them. 
9 they should. 

Vers. 13-15. — 1° Lit., becoming for himself with the elders. Of., on xa’ éavrév, Winer, p. 401, note. 1 A. V.: host 
should enter into Judea, and get. 12 in fight by. 18 (III. 19. 55. 62., @eov.) 14 So when he had committed all 
(Grotius renders émutpomyv by dispensationem belli). 15 (III. 44. 74. 248. Ald., ‘¢ Lord,’? which is noticed by the A. V. 
in the margin). 16 manfully, even. 17 the laws, the temple, the city, the country, and the commonwealth 
(sroAcreias). 18 them that were about him. 19 went in into. 20 (Fritzsche adopts thy mapepBodrjv, for év 7H 
mapeuBoajj, i. e., ‘as it concerns the camp.” The acc. is found in III. 23. 52. 55. 71. al.) 21 (Fritzsche adopts 
¢ 2000”? from III, 44. 52. al.) 22 omits laid low (see Com.). 28 chiefest of the elephants. 24 all that were upon 
him (see Com.). 

Vers. 17-19. —25 A. V.: This was done in. 26 (Lit., ‘‘ while the day was already just appearing.”’) 27 Now 
when .... had. 28 manliness. 29 he went. 30 holds (lit., ‘‘ attempted the places through plots. Of. ver. 
19.) 1 and marched (lit., advanced) towards. 32 but he was (the cai before érporovro is stricken out by Fritzsche, 
with ITT. 28. 44. 55. al.). 33 failed, and (so 62. 64. 98. Ald.) lost of his men. 

Vers. 20-23. A. V.: for J. had conveyed. 85 who was in the Jew’s host. 86 enemies. 87 therefore (d¢ 
before cai is omitted by III. 55. 64. 98, 106.). 88 when they had gotten him, they put him. 39 (7. e., made peace 
with them.) 40 was left over the affairs. 41 was desperately bent (marg., rebelled), [was] confounded, intreated 
the Jews, submitted himself, and sware to all equal. 

- Vers. 24-26.— #2 A. V.: accepted well of Maccabeus. 43 (Lit., left.) 44 (See Com.) 45 (Teppnvay ; IIl., 
Tevynpay ; 55., Tepapnpav. See Com.) 46 the people there were grieved for. 47 their covenants. 48 up to the 
judgment seat. 4 couldbe. 5° defence of the cause. 


CuapteR XIII. 


Ver. 1. The hundred forty and ninth year. has made a mistake, as is evident, from comparing 
According to 1 Mace. vi. 20, and Josephus (Antig.,|it with itself. In chap. xi. 21, 33, 38, the author 
xii. 9, § 3), it was in the year 150, and these au-| has spoken of events as occurring in the year 148 
thorities are doubtless correct. The present book|in harmony with 1 Mace. iv. 28, 52 (cf. iii. 37), 
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although they took place in consequence of what!him. Lit. with the multitude in the house, i. e., the 


is described in the present chapter and verse. In 
both books the time given for the coming of De- 
metrius Soter into the land of his fathers is the 
same. Cf. 1 Mace. vii. 1; 2 Macc. xiv. 1. The 
difference in dates concerns simply the matter of 
the second campaign of Lysias. Cf. Caspari, in 
Stud. u. Kritik., 1877, i. p. 182, and Grimm, Com., 
ad loc. 


Ver. 2. The number of Syrian soldiers is 
greatly exaggerated. 
Ver, 3. Menelaus. He was the former high 


priest of that name, as is clear from what follows, 
vers. 4-8. Cf. 2 Mace. iv. 23-25. — Encouraged 
Antiochus, 7. ¢.,in undertaking a war. 

Ver. 4. It was not altogether true what Lysias 
is said to have spoken against Menelaus (cf. iv. 
7 ff.). Jason was much more guilty. — Beroea. 
A Syrian city between Antioch and Hierapolis. 

Ver. 5. Full of ashes. Hot ashes, or coals, 
are meant.— A revolving instrument. We find 
the word tpyavoy used in the same sense in 4 
Mace. ix. 19, 20. A somewhat similar mode of 
punishment is also mentioned by Valerius Max- 
imus (ix. 2, § 6), who says that Darius Ochus of 
Persia, wishing to get rid of certain obnoxious 
chiefs devised a novel mode of punishment, to 
save himself from violating the letter of a previous 
oath: “ Septum altis parietibus locum cinere com- 
plevit, suppositoque tigno prominente, benigne cibo 
et potione exceptos in eo collocabat ; € quo somno so- 
pitti in illam insidiosam congeriem decidebunt.” 
Cf. Cotton, p. 204. 

Ver. 6. All, Gravres. It is difficult to explain 
what the author would say. If it were the ex- 
ecutioners who are referred to, why is the word 
used at all? Gaab (Com., ad loc.) thinks the con- 
demned are thereby indicated, of whom several 
were executed at the same time, who being thrown 
about and against one another by the motions of 
the machine, finally threw one another into the 
burning ashes. To this Grimm objects that the 
Greek does not admit of such a rendering. He 
thinks the spectators may be meant, to whom the 
right might have been conceded to turn the instru- 
ment by which the death of the criminal was ef- 
fected. But can it be supposed that spectators 
would have exercised any such supposed privi- 
lege ? 

via. 7,8. The chronology here must be false. 
According to ver. 3 it was Menelaus who encour- 
aged Antiochus to undertake the war of which 
we read in yers.1 and 2. But before it has act- 
ually begun, Menelaus is executed. Josephus, 
who also speaks of this execution (Antig., xii. 9. 
§ 7), places it after the conclusion of peace with 
the Jews and after Antiochus had returned to his 
capital. On this point Grimm remarks that Jose- 
phus would be right in this, if it were true, “as 
is presupposed in 2 Mace. xi. 29, 32, that Mene- 
laus acted as mediator in the negotiations for 
peace between the Jews and Lysias ; for this could 
have happened only after the second campaign of 
Lysias, since the report of our book (xi. 14 ff.) of 
a peace after the first campaign, is wholly unhis- 
torical. But if Menelaus already, before the be- 
ginning of the second campaign, had been put to 
death, as our narrative represents, then he could 
not have taken part in the negotiations for 

ace.” 

Ver. 15. 


! 


With the many that were upon 


wooden tower on the elephant’s back, in which a 
number of soldiers, but by no means a “ multi- 
tude,” were placed in order to fight with greater 
security and success. (Cf. 1 Mace. vi. 43-46.) — 
Suvednre. Wahl (Clavis, s.v.) renders by posuit in 
the sense of deposuit, i. e., prostravit. Cf. also, 
Fritzsche’s textual notes. 

Ver.21. The secrets referred to were not those 
simply relating to the supply of the garrison, but, 
in general, all that appertained to the strength and 
movements of the Jewish army. —It has almost 
the appearance of a satire on modern conjectural 
criticism 10 read Hitzig’s theory (Ps., ii., p. 144), 
that Rhodicus repented of his treachery, and ex- 
pressed his repentance in Psalms Ixxxvi. and 
Ixxxviii. Cf. Grimm, Com., ad loc. 

Ver. 23. Philip had not, in fact, been left to 
act in this capacity. Cf. 2 Macc. ix. 26 ff. and 1 
Mace. vi. 55 ff. 

Ver. 24. Unto the Gerrhenians, éws ray Tep- 
bnvev h-(or ‘H)-yeuovldny. Some would translate 
the last word as an appellative agreeing with 
otparnydv. So the A. V., “ principal governor.” 
Most of the later critics, however (Grimm, Fritz 
sche, Keil), consider the word to be a proper 
noun, the name of some unknown person. It 
could not well refer to Judas, in any case, and on 
the supposition that it isan appellative, it is not 
easy to see what use there was for both it and 
atparnydv. One of the words was quite enough. 
Further, the common text has Teppnvwy, i. e., in- 
habitants of Gerrha. This was a city lying be- 
tween Rhinocolura and Pelusium, and the meaning 
of the passage would then be: from-Ptolemais to the 
borders of Egypt. It has been objected, however, 
that Gerrha did not, at that time, belong to Syria, 
but Egypt, and hence it has been supposed that 
the present reading is a corruption, or a mistake 
of a copyist, for Pepapnva@y, and that the inhabitants 
of the old city Gerar, southeast from Gaza, are 


meant. One MS., it will be noticed, favors this 
view. 
Ver. 25. The inhabitants of Ptolemais were 


much enraged ‘that Lysias had made terms with 
the Jews, and would gladly have nullified his 
action. With respect to the general character of 
the history at this point, it may be said that our 
author, while relating from vers. 9-26 what we 
have before met with, at 1 Mace. vi. 28-63, does it 
in such a way that we are scarcely able to rec- 
ognize the events as the same. According to the 
former book (vi. 31), the Syrian army entered Pal- 
estine from the southeast, through Idumza; ac- 
cording to the latter (xiii. 13), from the north. 
The night attack on Lysias’s camp by Judas is 
passed over in the former book, and there seems 
to be no place for it there. In the matter of kill- 
ing the principal elephant (ver. 15), the word dx- 
Aos indicates that more people were on the ele- 
phant than could well have been accommodated. 
With regard to the attack on Bethsura, the two 
accounts are in direct conflict, the one stating that 
it capitulated, the other, that Lysias asked and ob- 
tained peace of the beleaguered inhabitants. In 
the Second Book, whatever relates to any want of 
success, or humiliation of the Jews, is wholly left 
out, although found with sufficient clearness in 
the First Book (1 Mace. vi. 47 ff., 62); while 
statements are made in their honor which on their 
face are wholly destitute of truth. 


608 THE APOCRYPHA. 


ee ee Ee ee 
CHarter XIV. 


1 Ann? after three years it came to the ears of Judas and his men,” that Deme- 

trius the son of Seleucus, having entered by the haven of Tripolis with a great 

2 army® and navy,‘ had taken the country, and killed Antiochus, and Lysias his 

3 guardian.’ And ® one Alcimus, who had previously 7 been high priest, and had de- 

filed himself of his own accord ® in the times of the mixing,’ seeing that by no means 

4 he could save himself, nor have any more access to” the holy altar, came to the™ 

king Demetrius in the hundred and one and fiftieth year, bringing ” unto him a 
crown of gold, and a palm, and besides, some of the customary olive boughs of ¥ 

5 the temple; and ™ that day he held his peace. But he found” opportunity to fur- 

ther Ais foolish enterprise. On being * called into counsel by Demetrius, and asked 

6 how the Jews stood affected, and what they intended, he answered thereunto, Those 

of the Jews called!” Asidzans, whose leader is Judas the Maccabee,** nourish war, 

7 and are seditious, and allow not the kingdom to attain to” peace. Therefore I, 

being deprived of mine ancestral honor,” I mean of course 71 the high priesthood, 

8 have 2 now come hither: “ first,4 for the unfeigned care I have of things pertain- 

ing to the king; but secondly, also having in view mine own fellow citizens ; © for 
all our race 2° is in no small misery through the unadvised dealing ” of them afore- 

9 said. But do thou, O king, having acquainted thyself with all these things, in de- 

tail, have a care both for the country, and our oppressed race,” according to the 
10 friendly * clemency that thou showest unto all. For as long as Judas liveth, ¢t ¢s 
11 not possible that the state attain to peace. But such things having been spoken 
by him, the rest *! of the king’s friends, being maliciously disposed towards * Judas, 
12 did still * more incense Demetrius. And forthwith calling to him * Nicanor, who 
had been master of the elephants, and proclaiming him general ® over Judea, he 
13 sent him forth, commanding him not only to slay * Judas, but ” to scatter them 
14 that were with him, and to make * Alcimus high priest of the great temple. And ® 
the heathen that had fled out of Judewa from Judas, came to *° Nicanor by flocks, 
thinking the misfortunes and mishaps * of the Jews would redound to their own 
advantage. 
15 But the Jews on hearing ® of Nicanor’s coming, and of the onset of the heathen,* 
cast earth upon their heads, and made supplication to him that had established “ his 
people for ever, and who always helpeth his portion with visible manifestations.* 
16 And** at the commandment of their leader“ they removed straightways from 
17 thence, and engaged* them at the village” of Dessau. And® Simon, Judas’ 
brother, had joined battle with Nicanor, but had been somewhat®* discomfited 

Vers. 1-3. —1A. V.: omits And. 2 was J. informed. 3 power. # (Cf. 1 Mace. i. 19.) 5 protector. 
6 Now. 7 omits previously (mp6 in comp.). 8 wilfully (éxovciws). 9 their mingling with the Gentiles (Fritzsche 
receives aucéias from IIL. 28. 44. 52. 55. al., for émuuréias. See Com.). 10 A smoother and clearer sentence would be 
gained by a different order: ‘‘ seeing that he could by no means save himself, nor any more have access to.” 

Vers. 4-6.— 11 A. V.: omits the. 12 presenting (mpocadywr). 18 also of the (vousCoudvwv. Marg., thought to be) 
boughs which were used solemnly in (Vulg., qui templi esse videbantur). 14 and so. 15 Howbeit, having gotten. 
16 and being (more lit., ‘‘ But taking as coadjutor an opportunity favorable to his own foolishness: on being *’). 
1 that be called. 18 captain is J. M. W will not let the realm be in. s 


Vers. 7-9.—29 A. V.: ancestor's honour, 7% omits of course (89. Aéyw 64 = I say without circumlocution, plainly. 
This particle is often used to render more emphatic, and define more exactly, the word after which it stands, in the 


sense of precisely, exactly, even. Of. Kihner’s Gram., p. 489, § 3815, 2. Cod. 106., with Co., has 8¢). 22 am. 
28 (For Sedpo, III. 28. 62. 64. 93. read Sedtepov. Of. 1 Mace. vii. 9 ff.) %4 first verily. *5 and secondly, even for 
that I intend the good of . . . . countrymen. 26 nation. 27 (Lit., the thoughtlessness.) *8 Wherefore, O king 
seeing thou knowest (omits in detail, ékaora) .. . . be careful . . . . nation, which is pressed on every side (properly, 
surrounded, encircled, i, e., with evils). 29 omits friendly (and renders as readily before shewest). : 

Vers. 10-12. — 8° A. V.: should be quiet. 81 This was no sooner spoken of him, but others. 82 set against. 
33 omits still. 34 omits to him (for mpooxaAcoamevos, III. 28. 52. 55. 64. 93. 106. read mpoxetpicamevos. Cf. iii. 7, viii 
9). 35 making Aim governor. ; 


Vers. 13-15.— 86 A. V.: him to slay (the particles wév and d¢ show that each of these objects was to be kept distinctly 
in view. Fritzsche adopts émucroAds, instead of évroAas, after Sovs, which would imply written instructions. The 
former is supported by IIT. 52. 62. 71. 98. 106. 248. Co. Syr.). 87 and. 88 (karaotica, install.) 39 Then, 
40 (Lit., mingled together with.) 41 harm and calamities. # to be their welfare. Now when ¢he Jews heard 
43 and that the heathen were up against them(marg., were joined to. Cf., for émi@ecuy, iv. 41, vy. 5) they. 44 sake 
lished (lit., set together, set up, organized). 45 manifestation of his presence (émupaveias). 

Vers. 16-18.— 46 A. V.: So. 47 the captain. 48 came near unto (Fritzsche adopts avacevéas ovpyioye from IIT. 
28. 44. 55. al. ; text. rec., avécevéay kal cuppiocyovow. The aboye seems to be the force of the verb ovjpcto-yeuw here, as a 


xv. 26, and often in Greek authors, Cf. Herod. i. 127, vi. 14. Thucyd.i. 49). 49 town. 50 Now. 51 was some- 
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18 through the sudden silence of Avs enemies. But,’ nevertheless, Nicanor, hearing 
what manliness Judas and them that were with him had, and what courage in their 
19 contests for their fatherland,? durst not ® try the matter by the sword. Where- 
20 fore he sent Posidonius, and Theodotus, and Mattathias, to make peace. And after 
a long consideration of the matter, and the leader® had made the troops *® ac- 
quainted therewith, and it appeared that they were all of one mind, they consented 
21 to the treaties,” and appointed a day on which they should come together® b 
22 themselves ; and he® came, and special” stools were set for each of them. Judas 
had placed armed men ready in convenient places, lest. some treachery should be 
23 suddenly practiced by the enemy ; so they held a fitting ® conference. Nicanor 
abode in Jerusalem, and did nothing out of place,!® but sent away the assembled 
24 troops in flocks. And he had Judas continually in sight ; he inclined towards ¥* the 
25 man from his heart. He prayed him to marry,” and to beget children; he!® mar- 
26 ried, had rest, enjoyed life.” But Alcimus, perceiving the goodwill ” that was be- 
twixt them, took the treaties that had been made, and?! came to Demetrius, and 
told him that Nicanor was not well affected towards the state ; for * he had named 7 
27 Judas, that * traitor to the realm, his successor. And 2° the king becoming en- 
raged,” and provoked through the slanders*® of the most wicked man, wrote to 
Nicanor, signifying that he was much displeased over the treaties,” and command- 
28 ing him that he should send the Maccabee™ prisoner, in haste ®! unto Antioch. But® 
when this came to Nicanor’s hearing, he was confounded ® and took it grievously 
that he should make void what had been * agreed upon, the man having done noth- 
29 ing wrong. But because there was no dealing against the king, he watched for 
30 a favorable opportunity * to accomplish this thing by policy. But the Maccabee *7 
saw that Nicanor acted more harshly towards ® him, and that he met him with 
more roughness * than he was wont, and “° perceiving that the harshness 4! came 
not of good, he gathered together not a few of his men, and concealed #2 himself 
31 from Nicanor. But the other, though aware that he had been outwitted in a noble 
way by the man,* came into the great and holy temple, and commanded the priests, 
32 that were offering the appropriate “t sacrifices, to deliver up to him the* man. And 
when they assured him, with oaths, that they knew not at all4* where he who was 
33 sought was, he stretched out his right hand toward the temple, and made an oath of 
this sort: “ If you do * not deliver up to ® me Judas as a prisoner, I will lay this 
temple of God even with the ground, and I will break down ® the altar, and erect 
34 here *‘ a notable” temple unto Bacchus. And having so spoken,® he departed. 
But™ the priests stretched their®* hands towards heaven, and besought him that 
35 was ever a defender of our * nation, speaking thus: Thou, O Lord,®® who hast 


what (or for a little time ; Bpaxéws, text. rec. ; Bpadéws, III. al:) through the sudden silence of Ais enemies (8a THY aid= 
vidio Tv avrimddwy adaciav. See Com. for other renderings). 1 omits But. 2 of the manliness of them that 
were with J., and the courageousness that they had to fight for their country (it is too free). 8 (€mevAaBetro ; but 
Fritzsche adopts vrevAaBetro from III. 44. 74. 93. al., gradually there stole upon him doubts, hesitation. Grimm thinks 
it not sufficiently well supported.) 4 (Lit., make the arbitrament, i. e., decide the issue, through blood.) 


Vers. 20-22. —5 A. V.: So when they had taken long advisement thereupon .... captain (Fritzsche adopts nyou-~ 
pévov from ITI. 44. 55. al.; text rec., jyeudvos). 6 multitude. 7 covenants. § to meet in together (cis Td adtd, 
into the same place; usually, ért rd avro). ® when the day. 10 omits special (according to Fritasche’s text: map’ 


éxdatou Sippat, eBecav Sidpous, they placed ‘stools, a stool by each. The xai is wanting at the beginning, in III. 23. 44, 
55. 62. al. Co., and is omitted by Fritzsche. He receives déppaé from III. 44. al.; didpos, 28. 55.5 text. rec., Svapdpous, 
found also in 52. 62., i. e., distinguished, special). 11 were set for either of them. : 12 omits had. 13 enemies: so 
they made a peaceable (apudgovcar, here befitting. ‘ Colloquium utriusque persona dignum.?? Wahl). 

Vers. 23-26. — 14 A. V.: Now N. (Fritzsche strikes out d5¢, as wanting in III. 44. 55. 62. 74. 93. 106. 248. Co. Ald.). 
15 no hurt. 16 people that came flocking wnto him. And he would not willingly have J. out of his sight : for he loved. 


17 also to take a wife (see following). 18 so he. 19 was quiet, and took part of this life. 20 love. 21 and con- 
sidering the covenants (so Gaab, but it would require weradafur, instead of dvadaBiv. It is to be closely connected 
with je. Grotius, assumtis conventis) that were made. 22 for that. 23 ordained. 24 a (ror). 25 his realm, 
to be the king's (impossible. See Com.). 

Vers. 27-29.— 6 A. V.: Then. 21 being in a rage. 28 with the accusations. 29 with the covenants. 
30 send M. 31 ail haste, 22 omits But. 33 much confounded in himself. 84 the articles which were. 35 being 
in no fault. 86 his time. 

Vers. 80-83. — 87 A. V.: Notwithstanding, when M. 38 began to be churlish unto, 39 entreated Aim more 
roughly. 40 omits and. 41 such sour behaviour. 42 withdrew. 43 knowing that he was notably prevented 
by Judas’ policy. 4 their usual. 4 deliver him. 46 sware that they could not tell where the man was whom 
he sought. 47 in this manner. 48 will. 49 omits up to. 50 (Lit., dig under, dig down, i. e., destroy utterly, 
Cf. Judith iii. 8). 51 omits here. 52 (érupaveés, illustris.) 53 After these words. 


Vers. 34-36.—54A.V.: Then. 5 ]iftup their, their. 57 sayingin thismanner. 8 Lord of all things (the 
39 
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need of nothing, wast pleased that the temple of thine habitation * should be among 
us; and? now, O holy Lord of all holiness, keep this house, which but lately was 
cleansed, ever undefiled.’ 

And there was‘ accused unto Nicanor one Razis, from® the elders of Jerusalem, 
a lover of his fellow citizens,® and a man of very good report, and on account of 7 
kindness called ® a father of the Jews. For in the former times of non-intercourse ® 
he had encouraged a separation of Judaism, and imperiled” body and lite with 
all steadfastness for Judaism.2 And Nicanor, wishing to manifest the ill-will that 
he bore towards ! the Jews, sent above five hundred soldiers * to take him ; for he 
thought by taking him to work them ill.% But as the troops were on the point of 
taking #° the tower, and violently broke through the outer” door, and ordered ig 
that fire should be brought and the doors set on fire,” he being surrounded and about 
to be taken,” fell upon Ais sword, choosing to” die manfully, rather * than to come 
into the hands of the wicked wretches, and™ to be abused ina manner that be- 
seemed not his nobility.4 But missing his stroke through the haste of the conflict,” 
the troops *° also rushing within the doors, he ran nobly upon™ the wall, and cast 
himself down manfully among the troops. But they quickly giving back, and a 
space being made, he fell ® into the midst of the vacant® place. But, as * there 
was yet breath within him, and he was ® inflamed with anger, he rose up, though * 
his blood gushed out in streams,** and Ais wounds were grievous, ran through the 
midst of the troops,® and standing upon a steep rock, his blood being ** now quite 
gone, he plucked * out Ais bowels, and taking them in both his hands, he cast them 
upon the troops,®* and calling upon the Lord of life and spirit to restore him these ® 
again, he thus died. 


36 
37 
38 


39 
40 
41 


42 
43 


44 
45 


46 


words Tv dAwv are to be connected with ampoadens, without want of anything more). 1 (Fritzsche adopts cxnvécews 
from III. 28. 44. 55. 74. 106. Co., instead of carackynvacews.) 2 Therefore. 3 ever undefiled, which lately 
was cleansed, and stop every unrighteous mouth (the last clause is added, with slight variations, by 19. 62. 64. 93. 
Ald.). 

Vers. 87-40.— 4A. V.: Now was there. 5 one of. 6 Ais countrymen. 7 who for his. 8 was called. 
® when they mingled not themselves with the Gentiles. 10 been accused of (jv . . . . Kpiow eloevnveypévos. It 
might mean, brought in a decision for Judaism. Grimm renders by represented, or, lit., had presented a defense). 
11 did boldly jeopard his. 12 yehemency for the religion of the Jews. 18 So N. willing to declare the hate .... 


bare unto. 14 men of war. 15 do the Jews much hurt. 

Vers. 41-44. —16 A. V.: Now when the multitude would have taken. W broken into the utter. 48 bade. 
19 to burn it. 20 being ready .... taken on every side. 21 rather to. 22 omits rather. 23 omits wretches 
(cf. xii, 23) and and. 24 otherwise than beseemed his noble birth. 25 through haste. 26 multitude. 27 boldly 
up to. 28 thickest of them. 29 fell down. 80 void (see Com.). : 

Vers. 45, 46. — 1 A. V.: Nevertheless, while. 82 being. 83 and though. 34 like spouts of water (lit., like a 
spring, gushing out).  % yet, he ran (more lit., passed through on arun). .. . throng. 36 when as his blood was. 
37 pluckt. 88 throng. 89 those. 

CuapterR XIV. (Cf. 1 Mace. vii.). 

Ver. 1. After three years, 7. e., three years] Ver. 3. Who had previously been high 

from the time mentioned in xiii. 1, or the year|priest. _He had never actually exercised this 


149 of the Seleucian era. That would make 152. 
But the time was actually 151, as it appears from 
ver. 4 below. It is to be understood, therefore, as 
similar statements in the Gospels are explained, 
as including both the year from which, and the 
year to which, the reckoning was made. 

Ver. 2. A great army. It was, on the con- 
trary, by no means a great force. According to 
1 Mace. it was with a “few men.” And Polybius 
(xxxiii. 22, 11) says that he had with him “ eight 
friends, five servants, and three boys.” Keil, 
however, would translate elomAcdcavta by em- 
barked, and supposes that from there he made a 
descent on some other part of the coast. He cites 
Xenophon’s Anabd. (vi. 4.1), to show that eiomAéa, 
in the sense of sailing in, is constructed with e¥s 71, 
or with the accusative, and not with dd and the 
genitive. Cf. also, Liddell and Scott’s Zem., s. v. 
— The Tripolis here referred to was a city and 
harbor lying north of Sidon. It was so called from 
the fact that it was colonized from the three cities 
of Sidon, Tyre, and Aradus. 


office. Josephus states (Antiq., xx. 10, § 1) that 
Lysias had appointed him to it, after the execution 
of Menelaus, which is indeed possible. — Times 
of the mixing, 7. ¢., of the Jews and Greeks, under 
the rule of “Antiochus Epiphanes. Fritzsche’s 
reading, éuttlas, would require the rendering times 
of the separation (cf. ver. 37.) It is not adopted, 
however, by Grimm or Keil. — No means he 
could save himself, 7. e., with respect to obtaining 
the right to exercise the office of high priest. — 
Nor have any more access. He had been priest, 
and as such officiated at the altar. 

Ver. 4. Customary olive boughs. They were 
emblems of peace and were presented from the 
temple to aruler as indicative of homage. So De 
Wette, Grimm, Keil, Holtzmann, and others. Al- 
cimus brought them as though he were a repre- 
sentative of the Jewish people. 

Ver. 12. Nicanor. He is said in 1 Mace. vii. 
26 to have borne “deadly hate unto Israel.” He 
had taken part in the first expedition of Lysias. 
Cf. 1 Mace. iii. 38. 
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Ver. 17. ’Agactla means speechlessness, such as 
comes upon persons who are greatly frightened, in 
distinction from apwyla, which means actual want 
of speech. Cf. Schmidt, Synonymik, p. 108. Here 
it seems to be used in the sense of consternation, 
and the passage may be translated: on account 
of a sudden panic caused by the enemy; or more 
freely : on account of a panic caused by the sudden 
appearance of the enemy. The Vulgate renders: 
“conterritus est repentino adventu adversariorum ;” 
the Syriac: “quia festinanter incurrerunt in eum,” ap- 
pty having the reading &piéw. Grotius and 

chleusner propose the reading épodelay for ada- 
clav. De Wette suggests the translation “ durch 
plotzlichen, stummen Angriff,” ‘through a sudden, 
silent attack ;” as, also, Castellio: propter hostium 
repentinum tacitumque adventum. But there is no 
authority for using the Greek word concerned in 
this sense. 

Ver. 26. It was, doubtless, a copy of the treaty 
that Alcimus carried to Demetrius. Whether, as 
a matter of fact, Nicanor had any such design as 
that of making Judas the successor of Alcimus 
in the high priest’s office, cannot be determined. 
Naturally, he had no thought of making him the 
king’s successor. 

Vers. 32, 33. “That Nicanor can speak as 
here and in xy. 3-5, or even assume anew com- 
mand of the troops directed against Judea, after 
having experienced in himself in such a fearful 
manner, as he himself testifies (viii. 36), proofs of 
Jehoyah’s power, only such a writer as the present 
one could think possible.” Grimm. 

Ver. 41. The doors, i. e., the inner doors in 
distinction from the door of the court mentioned 
just before. It is not easy to understand why 
they should be set on fire. If they had broken in 
the outer door they could also have demolished 


the inner ones in the same way, and it would have 
saved, as it would seem, much trouble. 

Ver. 42. Nobility. The nobility was that of 
feeling, since nobility of birth was not recognized 
among the Jews. The justification and landation 
of self murder, which here comes to light, is not 
only anti-Jewish, but has also been justly urged 
by Protestant theologians as directly militating 
against the canonicity of the present book. To 
this objection Roman Catholics haye-never been 
able to make a satisfactory answer. The cases of 
Saul and of Samson, sometimes cited as parallel, 
are in quite another category. 

Ver. 44. Into the midst of the vacant place, 
kara wéoov Toy Kevedva. The meaning given to 
the substantive here, by our translators, was not 
an unusual one in the later Greek, and it is evi- 
dent from the context that it is correct. But the 
word meant also, and commonly, that part of the 
body between the ribs and the hips, and hence, 
some have supposed that the meaning is that Razis 
struck in falling, on his bowels. Luther translates 
by loins. The Vulgate has: “venit per mediam 
cervicem,” apparently substituting abdxéva for the 
usual reading. The Syriac omits the word en- 


tirely. 
Vers. 45, 46. These statements are wholly, 
incredible. There may, indeed, have been a basis 


of fact, but it would not have gone beyond the 
point of asserting that there was a person of this 
name who, to escape from his would-be captors 
made a fearful leap in which he found his death. 
Of the lauded act of supposed: heroism, which 
Razis here performs, Grimm says most _perti- 
nently : “ No true martyr for religious truth acts 
in this way, but only a conceited and crazy hero 
of the stage.” 





CHAPTER XV. 


1 Bor Nicanor, hearing that Judas and his men! were in the strong places of? 
Samaria, resolved without any danger® to fall* upon them on the sabbath day. 
2 And when ° the Jews that were compelled to go with him said, O destroy them? 
not in any wise ® so cruelly and barbarously, but give honor to that day, which by 


manded the sabbath day to be kept. 


oOo ~~ oc 


and to carry out** the king’s business. 


him, that seeth all things, hath been before honored ® with holiness,!° the most 
ungracious wretch inquired™ if there were a ruler in heaven,” that had com- 
And when they declared plainly, It is the 
living Lord himself, as ruler in heaven,” who commanded the seventh day to be kept, 
the other answered,’* And I am ruler on the earth, and I command to take arms, 


Yet he succeeded not in carrying out his 


6 wicked plan. And while ” Nicanor in exceeding pride and haughtiness had }° deter- 


mined to set up a public monument of 


his victory over Judas and them that were 


7 with him, the Maccabee * had ever sure confidence * that the Lord would help him. 


8 


Vers. 1-3.— 1A. V.: company. 
5 (Lit., the day of the rest.) 6 Nevertheless. 
9he.... hath honoured. 


honoured before by him, who in holiness rules over all things.” 


2 about (katd, about in. 
7 omits them (contained in the context). 
10 above other days (the po, in comp., refers to time. 


And he exhorted those with him ™ not to fear the coming of the heathen,” but to 


See Com.). 3 (Lit., with all security.) 4 set. 
8 omits in any wise. 
Others render : ‘‘ which hath been 


Cf. Gen. ii. 3; Ex. xx. 8). Then. 11 demanded. 


12 Mighty One (see ver. 29) in heaven (Others: ‘‘ whether the ruler who had commanded to keep the Sabbath day was 


in heaven.” 


The king did not mean, apparently, to deny the existence of God, but only to inquire whether among 


the gods of heaven there was one who had issued such a command). 


Vers. 4-6.— 15 A. V.: said (aropyvayevwy), There is in heaven a living Lord, and mighty. 
17 obtained not to have his wicked will done. 


15 also am mighty upon. 16 do. 

carrying high his neck with all vain boasting, had.) 
Vers. 7, 8.—19 A. V.: But Maccabeus. 

21 wherefore . . . . his people. 


14 then said the other. 


So. 18 omits had (more lit., 


20 (Lit., who had continually trusted with all—i. e., full — hope.) 
22 heathen against them. 
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remember the help which in former times they had received from heaven, and 
now! to expect the victory and aid,” which should come unto them from the Al- 

9 mighty. And encouraging ® them out of the law and the prophets, and withal put- 
ting them, in mind also of the contests that they had carried through,* he made 

10 them more ready. And having stirred up their courage,® he gave them their 
charge, showing them therewithal the faithlessness” of the heathen, and their ® 

11 breach of oaths. Thus® he armed every one of them, not so much with confidence 
in shields and spears, as with the comfort of" good words; and telling them be- 
sides a ! dream worthy to be believed, a kind of waking vision,!® he rejoiced all. 

12 And this was his “ vision : Onias,1> who had been high priest, a virtuous and a good 
man, modest in intercourse, gentle in manners,’ well spoken 17 also, and exercised 
from a child in all the ¥ points ® of virtue, stretching forth his * hands prayed for 

13 the whole body of the Jews. Hereupon,” in like manner there appeared a man 
distinguished by gray hairs, and a majestic appearance; but something wonderful 

14 and exceedingly magnificent was the grandeur about him. And 22 Onias answered, 
saying,” This is a lover of the brethren, who prayeth much for the people, and for 

15 the holy city, to wit, Jeremias the prophet of God. And™ Jeremias stretching * 
forth his right hand delivered over * to Judas a sword of gold, and in giving it spake 

16 thus, Take this holy sword as” a gift from God, with which * thou shalt wound the 
adversaries. 

17 And being encouraged by the very beautiful words of Judas, which also had 
power ™ to stir them up to valor, and to inspire with manly courage the spirits of 
young men, they determined not to pitch camp, but nobly * to set upon them, and 
manfully ® to try the matter. by conflict, because the city and the sanctuary ® and the 

18 temple were in danger. For the care * that they took for ® wives, and children, and 
besides for brethren,®* and kinsfolks, was in least account with them ; but the greatest 

19 and principal fear was for the holy temple. And they also that had been left in the 

20 city had no little anxiety, being troubled because of the conflict in open field.* And 
as already all awaited the issue at hand, and the enemy had already united their 
forces,®* and the army been put ® in array, and the elephants fittingly ® placed, and 

21 the horsemen set on the wings, the Maccabee * seeing the coming of the masses of 
soldiers,*? and the manifold equipment of weapons, and the fierceness of the ele- 
phants,* stretched out Ais hands towards heaven, and called upon the Lord * that 
worketh wonders, knowing that the* victory cometh not by arms, but even as it 


Vers. 8, 9.—1 ‘7a viv. The article is for emphasis, at once. Of. 1 Mace. vii. 35. 2 Fritzsche omits cal Boyevav, 
with IIT. 19. 28. 52. 55. 62. 64. 74. 93. 106. Co. 38 A. V.: so comforting. 4 mind of the battles that they had 
won afore. 5 cheerful (rpodvjorépous, eager, ready). 

Vers. 10-12.—® A. V.: when he had .... minds. 7 falsehood. 8 the (art. with the force of the personal 
pronoun). 9(8é.) 10 so much with (ob —as = ody’ obtws, as. Wahl’s Clavis, under ws) defence of (lit., the security 
of). 1 with comfortable and. 12 and besides that, he told them a. 18 as if it had been so indeed (trap 71 = @ 
certain visible appearance in a state of waking. It is added to enhance the trustworthiness of the supposed revelation. 
It was something more than an évap,a kind of trap. Codd. III. 28. 52, 74. 93., with Co., have dep 7, which in 
the sense of more credible than anything, very trustworthy, would give a more natural meaning, and hence is less likely 
to be original). 14 (rovrov refers not to Judas but to the dream. Lit., the beholding of this was as follows.) 
15 That O. 16 reverend in conversation, gentle in condition. W (Lit., bringing forward (his) speech with propriety, 
mperovtws.) 18 omtts the. 19 (olxeta, characteristics, demands.) 20 holding up his. 

Vers. 18-16. —21 A. V.: This done (ei@’). 22 with gray hairs, and exceeding glorious, who was of a wonderful and 
excellent majesty (8d&) before dvap¢povra seems to refer here to the form, and vmepoxyv, which is distinguished from it 
by 8€, to the halo of glory which surrounded it. The infin., etva:, is used in the sense of the imperfect. So Grimm, 


who refers to Matthie, § 499). Then. 23 (Lit., answering, said. See Com.) 24 Whereupon. 25 holding. 
26 gave. 27 omits as. 28 the which. 
Vers. 17-19. — 29 A. V.: Thus being well comforted . . . . words of J., which were very good, and able. 8 encour- 


age (Fritzsche receives éravSp®oo. from III. 19, 28. 44. 52. 55. 62. 74. Co., for émravop@@oar of the text. rec. The 
former might easily have been exchanged for the latter, on account of it being unusual in this sense) the hearts of the. 
81 courageously. 82 (wera maons evavdpias.) 33 (7a dyva, and followed by 76 tepdv. Grimm, Keil, and others refer it 
to the theocracy, sacred constitution of the state.) 34 (Fritzsche strikes out aydév, with III.28. 52. 106.: 44. 74. Co. 
Ald. have for it «ivévvos.) 85 for their. 86 and their children, their brethren. 87 Also they that were in the city 
took not the least care, being troubled for the conflict abroad. : : 

Vers. 20, 21. —88 A. V.:; now, when as all looked what should be the trial, and the enemies were already come near 
(ocvpprédvtwy ; ITT. 64. 93., rpoopitdvrwv). 89 wasset. 49 beasts conveniently. 4! in (kard, with a distributive 
force, on the two wings) wings, Maccabeus. 42 multitude (wAn@av, as frequently in the present book, for soldiers, with 
the collateral idea of their being a multitude of them). 43 divers preparations of armour, ... . beasts (see ver. 20). 
44 (Fritzsche strikes out tov ckaromtyy before kvprov, the same failing in III. 19. 28. 44. 52. 55. 62. 74. 938. 106. Oo. Syr. 
Vulg. If found in the original, there was no apparent ground for leaving them out). 45 omits the (Fritzsche strikes 
out also vicy, as wanting in III. 28. 52. 55. 74. 106. Co. If omitted, rd mpayma, or 7 Kpiots, should be supplied). 
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22 seemeth good to him, he giveth the victory to the worthy.” And in prayer he spoke 
after * this manner: O Lord,® thou didst send thine angel in the time of Ezekias 
the * king of Judza, and didst slay out of the camp of Sennacherim > an hundred 

23 fourscore and five thousand. And now,* O Lord” of heaven, send a good angel 

24 before us for a fear and dread. Through the might of thine arm let those be 
stricken with terror, that come with blasphemy against thy holy people.® And he 
ended thus. 

25 But ™ Nicanor and they that were with him came forward with trumpets and 

26 songs.* Judas, on the contrary,”® and his men ™ encountered the enemy with in- 

27 vocation and prayers. And while fighting with the’r hands, and praying unto 
God with their hearts, they slew no less than thirty and five thousand men, greatly 

28 rejoicing at the interposition of God.’ But ® when the battle was done, and they 
were returning with joy, they discovered Nicanor who had fallen in his armor. 

29 And there arose a *! shout and a tumult,” and they blessed the Lord in their na- 

30 tive * language. And he * who had been in all respects ** the chief defender of his 
fellow citizens * with body and soul; who had kept his * love towards jis country- 
men all Ais life, commanded to strike off Nicanor’s head, and his hand with his 

31 arm,” and bring them to Jerusalem. And having come there, and called his coun- 
trymen ** together, and set the priests before the altar, he sent for them of the for- 

32 tress, and showed them vile Nicanor’s head, and the hand of that blasphemer, which 

33 boastingly * he had stretched out against the holy temple of the Almighty. And 
cutting ** out the tongue of that ungodly Nicanor, he commanded that they should 
give it-by pieces unto the birds,®° and hang up the token of the punishment of his 

34 foolishness ** before the temple. And every man blessed” towards the heaven the 

35 interposing * Lord, saying, Blessed 4e he that hath kept his own place undefiled. He 
hung out ® also Nicanor’s head from the fortress,*° an evident and manifest sign 

36 unto all of the help of the Lord. And they ordained all by means of a common 
ordinance “ in no case to let that day pass without observance, but to celebrate 
the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which in the Syrian tongue is called Adar, 
the day before Mardochexus’ day.“ 

37 Since, now, it went thus “4 with Nicanor, and from that time forth the Hebrews 
had the city in their power, I also will here close the narrative,® 

38 And if [have done well, and as befitteth the book,** zt 7s that which I also 47 de- 
sired; but if slenderly and indifferently, i 7s that which I could attain unto. 

39 For as ¢t zs hurtful to drink wine, and so, too, on the other hand, water,” alone, 
but ® as wine mingled with water 7s pleasant, and maketh the enjoyment delightful, 


Vers. 21, 22.—1 A. V.: it to such as are worthy. ? therefore in his prayer he said after. 8 (Séomora.) 
4 omits the (as 44. 106.). 5 slay (avetAev. Fritzsche adopts this, for avetAes of the tezt. rec., from III. 19, 44. 52. 
62. 64. 74. 93. 106. Co. Ald.) in the host of Sennacherib, 

Vers. 23, 24.—6 A. V.: wherefore now also. 7 (duvvdora. Cf. vers. 8, 22.) 8 dread unto them (62. 64. 93. Ald. 


add airy): and. ® come against . . . . people (vadv, 28. 52. 74.) to blaspheme. 10 (Lit., with these, i.e., 
words). ; 

<B 25-27.—UA.V.: Then. 12 (war songs. See Com.) 13 But J. 14 company. 15 enemies. 
16 prayer. So that. 17 (Lit., laid low.) 18 for through the appearance (émupavetq, as at xii. 22, xiy. 15, a visible 
manifestation, interposition) of God they were greatly cheered. 

Vers. 28-30. — 19 A. V.: Now. 20 returning again, 21 knew that N. lay dead in Ais harness. Then they made a 
great. 2 noise (rapay7s). % praising the Almighty (Svvdoryv. Cf. ver. 28). 24 own 25 Judas (might have 
been purposely omitted for the sake of emphasizing it the more). 26 was ever (ka6’ aay). 27 the citizens. 


28 both in body and mind, and who continued his. 29 (Lit., who had kept the goodwill of his youth toward his country- 
men.) #0 shoulder (cf. xii. 35). 

Vers. 31-33.— 1 A. V,: So when he was there, and had éalled them of his nation. 82 that were of the tower. 
88 with proud brags he had. 34 when he had cut. 35 fowls. 86 reward of his madness (see Com.). 

Vers. 84-36.— 87 A. V.: So.... praised (cf. just below, and ver. 29). 88 glorious (cf. 27). 59 hanged. 40 head 
upon the tower (Fritzsche adopts the reading mpotouyy, from IIT. 28. 44. 71. 74. 106. Co., for kehadyjy of the text. rec. 
That would be, head together with shoulder and breast). 41 with a common decree. # solemnity (dmapacyavtov, 
unmarked, unnoticed). 48 (mpd yas Nucpas THs M. The cardinal number is used in the sense of the ordinal mpazos. 
Cf. Add. to Esth.i.1; Matt. xxviii.1; Mark xvi. 2. It is sometimes regarded as a Hebraism, but occurs also in 
classical writers. See Herod. iy. 161; Thueyd. iv. 115; also Cicero, Senec., v., ‘‘ Uno et octogesimo anno.” Cf. Winer, 
p. 248; Buttmann, p. 29.) 

Vers. 87-39. —44 A. V.: Thus went it. # And here will I make an end. 40 and (omitted by TIT. 64. 74. 93. 
Ald.) is fitting the story (ovyrdéex. Grimm would supply fv 6 Adyos, and take the adverbs as adjectives, and render 
ovvraée. in the sense of arrangement, with respect to the arrangement. But in the following verse he renders it by 
““book,”’ which change of meaning seems unlikely). 47 omits also. 48 meanly (properly, mediocre, middling) 
49 hurtful (woAgucov, and might mean unpleasant) to drink wine or water. 50 and. 
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so also, the proper arrangement of the narrative delighteth the taste 1 of them that 


read the book.? 


But here shall be the end.® 


Ver. 39.—1 A. V.: delighteth the taste: even so speech finely framed (ro ris katagkevys ToD Adyou = the way of 


arranging the narrative) delighteth the ears (akods, here spiritual perceptions, taste). 


2 story. 8 And here 


shall be an end (the fut. often stands for the imperative. Buttmann, p. 257. Cod. 55. has the imperative). 


CHAPTER XV. 


Ver. 1. Places of Samaria. Cf. 3 Macc. i. 1. 
According to 1 Mace. vii. 39 f. it was the border 
region between Gophna and Bethhoron. 

Ver. 5. We are not informed how Nicanor was 
prevented from making the proposed attack on 
Judas on the Sabbath. 

Ver. 9. The law and the prophets, 7. ¢., from 
the Bible of that time. 

Ver. 10. Gave (them their) charge, namely, to 
put themselves in readiness for battle. — Breach 
of oaths. This could not well refer to Demetrius, 
who was not bound by the treaties of Antiochus 
V., since he did not regard him as the legitimate 
sovereign. But it may have reference to the con- 
duct of Antiochus V. himself (cf. 1 Mace. vi. 62), 
and to other instances like that of Apollonius (v. 
25 f.) and of the inhabitants of Joppa (xii. 5). 

Ver. 12, Worthy to be believed. The ques- 
tion would not be whether Judas had really had 
a dream of this kind, for no one of his men could 
have doubted his words in this respect, but simply 
to the matter of its being a direct revelation from 
God. 

Ver. 13. In like manner, namely, with his 
hands outstretched in prayer, like those of Onias. 


Ver. 14. Answered. The appearance itself 
was what he answered. He gave an interpretation 


of it. It is like the Hebrew 772, and always has 


reference to some definite occasion, demanding a 
reply. Cf. 1 Mace. ii. 17. 


Ver. 14. Prayeth much. The representation 
seems to be that these dead persons made ‘suppli- 
cations for the living. (Cf. Luke xvi. 27 f.) Such 
was also the teaching of Philo as quoted by Grimm 
(Com., in loc.). Cf. also, Josephus (Anizg., i. 13, 
§ 3), where he makes Abraham say to Isaac, as he 
is on the point of sacrificing him, “‘ He will receive 
thy soul with prayers and holy offices of religion, 
and will place thee near to himself, and thou wilt 
be to me a succorer, a supporter in my old age.” 
But it is to be remembered, (1) that the canonical 
Scriptures give no support to such a doctrine. 
The passage just referred to (Luke xvi. 27), cannot 
be justly adduced in its support, not only on the 
ground of the figurative representation, but also on 
that of the refusal of Abraham to give to Dives’ 
prayer any hearing. And (2) that here it has 
only the support of what is acknowledged to be a 
dream. And (3) that, at the most, it would be 
taught, simply, that the pious dead pray for their 
people, and the church in general, by no means, 
as Romanists teach, that prayers are to be ad- 
dressed to them in order to secure such supplica- 
tion. 

Ver. 25. Such war songs were common. Cf. 
Thucyd. (iv. 43) where it is said of the Corinthian 
soldiery that they made an attack with a battle 
song. A song was sung to Mars before the bat- 
tle and to Apollo after it, 

Ver. 31. Them of the fortress, But was the 
fortress, at this time, in the possession of the Jews? 
It would seem not. It did not come into their 
possession until the year 171 of the Seleucian era. 








Keil thinks that it is not meant to be intimated 
that the fortress was held at this time by the Jews, 
since the persons spoken of are clearly distin- 
guished from tovs duocOveis. The antithesis, how- 
ever, which he finds is by no means so clear. 
Grotius supposes that some of the garrison were 
present with reference to making peace, but rods 
could not well be taken in this sense. 

Ver. 83. Ta 5¢ émfxeipa. The original mean- 
ing of this word is wages, pay, whether as reward 
or punishment. Many commentators have falsely 
taken it here in the sense of hand, which meaning 
(or rather arm) the word has, indeed, in Hebraistic 
Greek, but only in the singular number. Cf. the 
LXX. at Jer. xlviii. 25. But the most common 
meaning of the word in the plural is punishment. 
Here it is plainly to be taken in the sense of sign, 
token of punishment.— Before the temple. The 
word used for temple is vads, i. e., the proper temple 
building, in distinction from fepdy, the temple as a 
whole. Grimm infers, therefore, that there must 
have been, if this statement be true, a defiling of the 
temple. Keil, however, argues that this is taking 
the word vads in a too limited sense, since there is 
nothing in the context to make it necessary so to 
use it, and it is often employed with the same meah- 
ing as iepdv. But the context does favor the view 
of Grimm (see ver. 31), as well as the fact that the 
writer was well acquainted, as the book shows, 
with this distinction between the two words. It 
is only an additional proof, however, that the 
whole matter is a pure invention. Nothing is said 
of it in the parallel account in 1 Macc. vii. 47. 

Ver. 35. Here, too, it would appear as though 
the fortress were in possession of the Jews. How, 
otherwise, could they have hung the head of Ni- 
canor out from (é«) it? And if it were not in 
their possession, why should it have been hung 
there at all, where the Syrian garrison could not 
have seen it, since naturally, to hang it up before 
ih eyes of their enemies would be first thought 
of 2 

Ver. 36. Mardocheeus’ day, i. e., the day of 
Mordecai, the day which celebrated the deliver- 
ance of the Jews through Mordecai. 

Ver. 37. It could not be said with truth, that 
the Jews remained undisturbed in possession of 
Jerusalem from this time forth. Cf. Grimm, Hin- 
lett., p. 19 £. 

Ver. 38. The figure here employed is, to say 
the least, somewhat extraordinary and will not 
bear being pressed. If taken in its most natural 
sense, it would furnish sufficient ground for con- 
demning the low aim of the epitomist in his work. 
Cf. ii, 26. Just how much he would have his 
apology cover does not appear. But any apology, 
above all an apology of this sort, cannot be thought 
to harmonize with a proper view of inspiration. — 
The last two verses of this chapter, according to 
Cotton (p. 217), are wanting in Coverdale’s English 
translation (1535), in Matthews’ (1537), Cranmer’s 
(1539), and in the various reprints of these works. 
They first appear in English dress, as he supposes, 
in the Genevan version of 1560. 


*«* 


THE THIRD BOOK OF MACCABEES. 


INTRODUCTION. 


TuHE present book treats of events which antedate the proper Maccabean history (reign of 
Ptolemy Philopator, B. c. 221-204), and is entitled to its name only on the ground that its 
contents have, in general, a similar bearing. That it was originally written in Greek there 
can be no reasonable doubt. Its relatively few Hebraisms are wholly lexical (ii. 14, 15, 20; 
y. 42; vi. 3, 15, 18), yet suffice to show that the author was a Jew. This would appear, 
also, from the entire structure and spirit of the narrative. The language is quite similar in 
style and coloring to that employed in 2 Maccabees, but still shows too many points of de- 
cided difference to justify the theory of a common authorship. There is the same love for 
rhetorical ornamentation (i. 16; iv. 3-8; v. 48); and similar expressions are used to set forth 
similar ideas:.such as the frequent employment of the word ém@dvem to denote a special, 
supernatural interposition of God, of réros to indicate the temple at Jerusalem, and of qo: 
ica, with an accusative of the verbal idea, instead of the simple verb itself. On the other 
hand, the language of the present book shows no such affinity with the writings of Polybius 
as does that of 2 “Maccabees; does not so much abound in instances of alliteration, only two 
examples of the sort being found (i. 23; vi. 11); but often outdoes 2 Maccabees in its forced 
and obscure methods of expression (i. 9, TAU Lo seal, Ol se lie 25 ae 1V. 0, LL Verbane vdieo) 
as well as in its not infrequent attempts at poetic flights (i. 18; ii. 19, 31; Ht 15; iv. 8; v. 
26, 31, 47; vi. 4, 8, 20). In one instance, an actual quotation from some poetical work 
seems to be made. There are, too, new words employed, or such as are but seldom found 
elsewhere (i. 20, avemorpértws ; ii. 28, Aaoypapia; ii. 29, mpoovaréArdcoOa; iv. 20, xaprupla; v. 
25, WuxovAkeicOat; vi. 4, movTdBpoxos; vi. 20, brdppixos) 5 while old words are sometimes used 
in new significations (i. 3, didyew; i. 5, xetpovoula; iii. 14, ampdwrwros; iv. 5, Rare Xpdap ess H 
vii. 8, Racxpihow: Cf. Com., and (inne s Hinleit., p. 215. 

The common Greek text oe the book has not intieguontly been emended by Fritzsche in his 
edition of the Apocrypha, in which cases he has trusted principally to the Codices, III. 23. 
55. 74., and the Complutensian and Aldine editions of the LXX. The codices 44. and 71. 
he regards as less worthy of confidence, while lacking considerable portions of the text (the 
former, ii. 5-8, 13-15; the latter, ii. 3-19; iii. 28, 30; v. 11-13; vi. 4-15, 25, 26, 34-36, 
88-40; vii. 2). The remaining MSS. examined by him, 19. 62. 64. and 93., have a text 
which has been considerably modified by corrections. 

We have said that there is sufficient evidence in the book itself to prove that the author was 
a Jew. From the same source it is clear, that his home was in Alexandria, that he was more 
or less acquainted with the philosophical systems there current, and that he composed his work 
not far from the beginning of the Christian era. That the writer was an Alexandrian shows 
itself, not only in the matter of the work, but in its style: the rhetoricisms, the bombast, the 
straining for literary effect, and the peculiar moral observations and maxims that are woven 
into the history. Gfrorer (Theil ii., p. 54 ff.) finds evidence of the influence of the Alexandrian 
philosophy in some peculiarities of a prayer of the high priest (ii. 9 ff.). The thought here 
that God needs nothing of an earthly character (6 trav amdvrwy axpoodefs. Cf. Joseph., Antig., 
viii. 4, § 3), yet out of love to Israel chose the temple for his dwelling-place, is one, as he 
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shows, that is very common in Philo.’ The divine glory (dééa, ii. 14) is also, in his opinion, 
sharply distinguished by our author from the divine Being himself. This glory was dis- 
played especially in the temple at Jerusalem. It was a kind of effluence from God, which 
was according to the philosophical representations of Philo. This critic sees further marks 
of such a philosophical influence at v. 8 (ém@dvem) and at vi. 18. Diihne (ii. 187 ff.; cf. ii. 
63 ff.), while not laying so much stress as Gfrorer on the particulars mentioned, is still satis- 
fied that the author was more or less governed by the philosophical views prevalent at the 
Egyptian capital. He calls attention to the epithet applied by him to the Supreme Being. 
It is generally wéyioros (i. 9, 163 iv. 16; vii. 22), but sometimes tors (vi. 2; vii. 9), which 
as he supposes, is to be explained only on this supposition. 

There is tolerably clear proof that some part of the original work has been lost. This 
appears from the manner in which it opens (with 5¢), from a definite allusion at i. 2, where 
a plot is referred to as though it were well known (rhv émBovajv), but of which the book gives 
us otherwise no information, and from a similar case at ii. 25, where boon companions of the 
king are spoken of as having been ‘‘ before mentioned ’’ (mpoamodederyuévav), when no such 
mention has really been made. But it is not allowable from this circumstance to draw the 
inference, as some have done (Dihne, ii. 187 f.), that the book is simply a fragment, since, 
in other respects, it is, to all appearance, quite complete and has a well-rounded and fitting 
conclusion. It is more reasonable to suppose with Grimm, who bases his opinion on the gen- 
eral drift of the composition in other parts, that not more than what would amount to a sin- 
gle chapter has been lost, and that from the beginning. This probably treated, as the allusions 
referred to would seem to indicate, of the general condition of the Jews under the ancestors 
of Ptolemy IV., and of such other well-known facts in that connection as would serve to 
give to the composition the appearance of historical truth. 

There can be no doubt that the writer meant to have his work pass for veritable history. 
How far it is actually to be regarded as such, we will now consider. At least, his portraiture 
of the character and times of Ptolemy IV. Philopator must be accepted as, in the main, cor- 
rect. This king was the eldest son of Ptolemy Euergetes, and notorious for his sensuality 
and effeminacy. He was engaged in almost constant wars with Antiochus the Great of 
Syria (cf. Polyb., v. 34, xiv. 12). The occurrence of the great battle of Raphia (B. c. 217), 
with a brief account of which our book opens, is sufficiently attested by profane authorities. 
The Theodotus, mentioned at i. 2, is a historical character. According to Polybius (v. 40, 
46, 61, 62) he was an Aitolian who, after remaining for a time in the service of Philopator, 
finally (B. c. 219) deserted him, and went over to Antiochus. And the fact that the Jews at 
Alexandria celebrated, by the observance of a particular day, their deliverance from a danger 
similar to the one here described (iv.—vii.), is confirmed by Josephus (Contra Apion, ii. 5). 
Josephus, however, places the event under Ptolemy Physcon (8. c. 145-117), and assigns 
quite a different reason for the proposed destruction of the Jews, it being, according to him, 
because they had codperated with the enemies of Physcon. ‘‘ For this cause, then, it was 
that Onias undertook a war against him on Cleopatra’s account ; nor would he disappoint the 
trust the royal family had reposed in him in their distress.’’ 

We may, perhaps, be helped to a decision of the question as to which, if either, of these 
two authorities ought to be followed, Josephus or the author of 3 Maccabees, by considering 
the historical trustworthiness of the latter in other respects. There is very little to be said 
in its support. Most critics, in fact, assume as obvious and acknowledged the total incredi- 
bility of most of the details of the narrative. The impossibility, for instance, of the supposi- 
tion that such a multitude of persons were crowded at one time into the hippodrome at Alex- 
andria; further, that so many would peacefully submit to be bound and dragged away from 
their homes to the capital of Egypt in the manner described, without a shadow of resistance; 
that it required forty days to write down even a part of the names of the captives, and that the 
paper factories (xaprnpia, iv. 20; Wahl renders by charta) gave out in their efforts to pro- 
duce paper enough to be used for such transcription, is too evident to require anything more 
than a simple mention. But the writer shows his untrustworthiness, also, in the fact that he 
is not consistent with himself in different parts of the narrative. At iv. 18, for example 
unless something has been omitted from the text, there is an obvious want of harmony wilh 
what has gone before, in the statement that it was found impossible to complete the registra- 
tion of the names, because the Jews were so scattered abroad throughout the land. It had 
been previously represented that the Jews had been already assembled at Alexandria, and 
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that the registration took place there. Again, if, as the book states (iv. 20), paper enough 
could not be produced for the simple purpose of recording the names of the victims, how was 
it possible to get chains enough to bind them ‘“‘ hand and foot ’’ (v. 5); how was it possible 
to feed them for such a length of time (v. 15), and especially, to provide means of the kind 
described for their festivities, which lasted through many days (vi. 30, 40, vii. 18)? There 
is, moreover, evidently a false statement at v. 2, where the number of elephants used by 
Ptolemy to destroy the Jews is said to have been five hundred, while the whole number em- 
ployed in the battle of Raphia was only seventy-three, and all that were left by Ptolemy II. 
Philadelphus, at the end of his reign, was but three hundred (Polyb., v. 79); also at vii. 2, 
where Ptolemy is made to speak of himself and his children, when, as a matter of fact, he 
had no legitimate children at that time (B. c. 217-216); and in ver. 20 of the same chapter, 
in which it is said that the Jews were preserved by ‘land, and sea, and river,’’ while there 
is no evidence, at least in this book, that they were obliged to pass over any sea in going to 
and from Alexandria. It can hardly be regarded as credible, further, that a priest should 
act in the manner described in vi. 1, causing the elders and people around him to cease pray- 
ing, that he, as their representative, may pray alone. And, finally, if such an event or series 
of events as described in the present book really took place in the city of Alexandria at the 
time supposed, how is it conceivable that no notice whatever should be taken of the fact by 
other writers of that or a subsequent period ? 

On these and other similar grounds, therefore, the present work must be looked upon as 
one of the many of its kind which proceeded from the same great centre of philosophical and 
religious thought, in which the facts of history are arbitrarily modified in order to subserve 
a supposed moral purpose. On the pernicious principle that the end justifies the means, 
historical facts indeed have, in the present case, been so displaced, and have received such a 
false coloring, that they are facts no longer, and the great doctrine of the Divine Providence, 
which the writer meant in this way to support and enforce, finds in his work, on the contrary, 
an unspeakable incumbrance and clog. As Westcott (Smith’s Bib. Dict., under 3 Macc.) 
well remarks : ‘‘ In this respect the book offers an instructive contrast to the Book of Esther, 
with which it is closely connected both in its purpose and in the general character of its inci- 
dents. In both a terrible calamity is averted by faithful prayer; royal anger is changed to 
royal favor, and the punishment designed for the innocent is directed to the guilty. But here 
the likeness ends. The divine reserve, which is the peculiar characteristic of Esther, is ex- 
changed in 3 Mace. for rhetorical exaggeration, and once again the words of inspiration stand 
ennobled by the presence of their later counterpart.’’ 

But is there then, nothing that can be regarded as historical and actual lying at the basis 
of the present narrative? That would be too much to say. The general character of 
Ptolemy IV. is correctly delineated. The fact of the observance of a yearly festival (vi. 36, 
vii. 19), and of the erection of a pillar and synagogue at Ptolemais in commemoration of 
some event of this kind, need not be called in question, although, as Fritzsche observes 
(Schenkel’s Bib. Lez., s. v.), it had become a habit with the Jewish writers of this period to 
connect a festival with every important event. But that the event which was the occasion 
of these monuments took place under Ptolemy IV., as our writer asserts, or under Ptolemy 
VL. as Ruffinus, through Josephus, reports, need not ‘be accepted. There was, doubtless, 
some tradition of this sort afloat, and in more than one form, namely, that some sovereign 
had attempted to force his way into the temple at Jerusalem, and being hindered for some 
cause or other, sought to wreak his vengeance on the Jews. The story of Heliodorus’ ex- 
perience, as recorded in 2 Maccabees, for instance, must have taken more than one form. 
Possibly, however, it is based on some later event, as Ewald, Grimm, Vaihinger, and others, 
conjecture, like that which occurred during the reign of Caligula, when the emperor at- 
tempted to erect his statue in the temple at Jerusalem (cf. Joseph., Antiq., xviii. 8, § 2), 
which, for political reasons, is here transferred to the time of Ptolemy IV. Stanley says 
(iii. 248, note), that a similar story was told him by the Imam of the mosque of Hebron, of 
still another Egyptian potentate who was struck down in like manner in attempting to enter 
the shrine of Isaac.. And with respect to other circumstances of the narrative, as, for ex- 
ample, that of shutting up the Jews of Egypt in the hippodrome at Alexandria for destruc- 
tion (iv. 11 ff). it might have been suggested by a similar occurrence under Herod the Great. 
While dying at Jericho, he commanded that the first men of Judea should be brought thither 
and shut into the hippodrome. He then ordered Salome and her third husband, Alexas, to 
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have the prisoners, immediately after his death, cut in pieces by his body-guard, in order that 
his dying day might not pass unlamented in Israel. So, too, Pontius Pilate at one time had a 
large number of Jews inclosed in the hippodrome at Jerusalem for a like purpose, but finally 
abandoned it’on account of their steadfastness (see Schiirer, Neutest. Zeitgeschichte, p. 253). ; 
It may therefore be considered as probable that our author has made use of certain traditions 
current in his time, to which he has sought to give greater weight by connecting them with 
admitted historical facts, the same being, for prudential reasons, taken from the period of 
Ptolemy IV. Philopator. To go further, and endeavor to fix, with Ewald (Geschichte d. 
Volk. Is., iv. 6, 11 ff.), Grimm, and others, the exact historical events which the author 
meant to depict under this disguise, seems not to be justified by the very uncertain ground 
upon which such an investigation must proceed. The only really important parallel, for in- 
stance, which these critics find in our book with the times of Caligula — for a characteriza- 
tion of whose acts, particularly his attempt to place a statue of himself in the temple, they 
suppose it was written, — is the fact that, according to Philo, the Roman governor withdrew 
the rights of citizens from the Jews at Alexandria. 

If the theory of Ewald and Grimm respecting the occasion of the composition were to be 
admitted, the matter of its date would not beso difficult to fix. It must in that case have been 
written about the year A. p. 40. At all events the book must have had a late origin, either 
shortly before, or shortly after, the beginning of the Christian era. If the events spoken of 
as having taken place under Pontius Pilate and Herod had influence in shaping the contents 
of the work, as we have supposed to be possible, then the latter period must, of course, be 
fixed upon, 2. e., some time as late as A. D. 26. That the book was written subsequently to 
2 Maccabees is clear from its position after it, although it treats of events that occurred earlier, 
as is also true of 2 Maccabees with respect to 1 Maccabees. On the other hand, it cannot be 
accepted as certain proof that it was not in existence at the time of Josephus, because he 
gives quite another version of one of its fundamental statements. He might have done it 
either because it was a really different event which he describes, or because the same tradi- 
tion existed in different forms. But this is all that can be said with confidence on the matter 
of the date of the composition. 

Its own history as a literary work is, moreover, scarcely less obscure. Among the Jews it 
was never regarded with any particular interest, and seems to have enjoyed with them no ex- 
tensive circulation. By Christians, moreover, it is not noticed until a comparatively late 
period. Three books of Maccabees— one MS. says four—are mentioned in the Apostolic 
Canons as among the writings of the Old Testament ‘‘ to be reverenced and held holy.’’ (Cf. 
Dict. of Christ. Antig., s.v.). As we have noticed in the Introduction to 2 Maccabees, the 
Coptic version of Can. Ixxxv. includes the books of Judith and Tobit in the Old Testament 
canon, instead of 1, 2, and 3 Maccabees. Theodoret (} c. A. D. 457) quotes the present work 
with respect (Ad Dan., xi. 7). According to Photius (Bib. Cod., 40), Philostorgius rejected it 
on the very ground on which Theodoret of Antioch accepted it, namely, because of the sup- 
posed miracles described in it. Theodoret regarded these miracles as a simple fulfillment of 
predictions found at Dan. xi. 7. Three books of Maccabees are placed among the antile- 
gomena in the so-called catalogue of Nicephorus (} A. D. 828), as also in the ‘‘ Synopsis of 
Athanasius,’’ which, however, according to Credner (p. 220 ff.) did not originate before 
about the tenth century. The latter speaks of MaxkaBaixd BiBAla 8’ wrodcuaixd. The probable 
reading, however, is «a rroAeuaixd, our present book being so characterized on account of its 
principal personage. In the Western and Alexandrian churches the work seems to have had 
no circulation. No Latin writer makes mention of it, and it found accordingly no place in the 
Vulgate. The Decretals of Gelasius (Pope, a. D. 492-596), which, however, in their present 
form did not originate earlier than the sixth century (cf. Credner, p. 287), omits 3 Maccabees, 
although mentioning the first two books of this name. The latter are placed at the end of the 
Old Testament list in the following order: “ Job liber 1, Tobias 1, Esther 1, Judith 1, Esdra 
libri 2, Maccabeorum libri 2.’” The only ancient version of the book is the Syriac, and there is 
other evidence that it enjoyed a wider circulation and greater respect in the church of Syria 
than elsewhere. This is shown in the use made of it by Theodoret of Antioch, as before men- 
tioned, the fact that it is found in the catalogue of Nicephorus, which, probably, also originated 
in Antioch (Westcott, Bib. in Ch., p. 225; cf. Credner, p. 243), as also in the so-called list of 
‘“ Sixty Books,” sometimes ascribed to Anastasius Sinaita, patriarch of Antioch, and gener- 
ally to some Syrian source, although, perhaps, more likely having its origin in Asia Minor. 
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Fritzsche mentions, further, the fact (Finleit. in d. Buch Tobi, p. 18), that in the Nomo- 
canon Ecclesi Antioch (a Bar-Hebreeo compositus, in A. Mai Script. Vett. Nova Collectio, x. 
p- 53) three books of Maccabees are reckoned along with Judith and others among the “ Holy 
Books.’’ In the Abyssinian church (cf. Herzog, Real-Encyk., i. 170), three books of Mac- 
cabees are sometimes enumerated among the “ forty-six ’’ of the Old Testament. When this 
was the case they were usually associated with the Books of Enoch, 2 Esdras, Jubilees, etc. 

The work was first translated into Latin for the Complutensian Polyglot, afterwards, also, 
by Flaminius Nobilius (as it appears in the London Polyglot), by Franz Junius (Vet. Testa- 
menti Biblia Sacra Lat. Vert., Tremellius et Franc. Junius, Hanov., 1618), and by Andr. Osi- 
ander ({ 1617), in his edition of the Vulgate. Grimm also mentions ten different German ver- 
sions: one by Leo Judi (in the Ziirich Bible), by Joachim Ciremberger (Wittenberg, 1554), 
that found in Wolder’s Polyglot (Hamburg, 1596), one by John Piscator, in his edition of the 
Bible published at Herborn, 1602-4, by Dan. Cramer (+ 1637), whose translation appears in 
several editions of Luther’s Bible, that given in the so-called Berlenburger Bibel ; further, one 
by Gryniius (Basel, 1776), by De Wette (1st ed. only), by Gaab (Tiibingen, 1818), and by 
Gutmann (Altona, 1841). A still better one than any of these in our judgment, as having 
been made with critical reference to the latest works on the Apocrypha including Fritzsche 
and Grimm’s, is that found in Bunsen’s Bibelwerk (3* Theil, Die Apok. Biicher). According 
to Cotton (Five Books, Introd., p. xx), the first English version of it was made by Walter 
Lynne, 1550, the same being revised and appended to a folio edition of the Bible printed by 
John Daye in the following year. In 1719 and 1727 a new translation was published by 
Whiston in connection with his “‘ Authentic Documents,’”’ and another by Clement Crutwell 
in 1785. Cotton himself, also, made a version of it in 1832 for his above-mentioned work, 
which we have used to some extent in connection with our own. We are unable to say 
whence the English version of the book, found in Bagster’s ‘‘ Apocrypha Greek and English,” 
originated. It is not so literal as that of Cotton, although sometimes surpassing it in appro- 
priateness and elegance of diction. 
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Anp Philopator on learning from those who came back that Antiochus had sue- 
ceeded in taking away the places of which he himself had formerly * been master, 
called out all his forces, both footmen * and horsemen, took with him also his sister 
Arsinoé, broke camp and marched out as far as the parts about Raphia, where An- 
tiochus and his forces had encamped. But one Theodotus, with the intention of 
carrying out the plot, took with him the bravest of the armed men that had been 
before put under his command by Ptolemy, and betook himself by night to the tent 
of Ptolemy, to kill him on his own responsibility, and so to end the war. But Dos- 
itheus, called the son of Drimylus, by birth a Jew, but subsequently an apostate 
from the laws and alienated from the faith of his fathers, had conveyed him away, 
and made a certain obscure person lie down in his stead in the tent, whom it befell 
to receive the punishment meant for the other. But when it came to a fierce battle 
and matters were falling out rather in favor of Antiochus, Arsinoé went up and 
down the ranks, and her hair disheveled, with wailing and tears, urgently ® ex- 
horted the soldiers to fight courageously both for themselves, and their children and 
wives, and promised to give the victors two minas of gold apiece. And so it fell out 
that their enemies were destroyed in hand-to-hand encounter, and many, also, were 
taken prisoners. But having got the better of this design, he decided to proceed to 
the neighboring cities and encourage them. And by doing this, and by making 
donations to their temples, he inspired his subjects anew with confidence. 

And when the Jews sent some of their council and of their elders to greet him 
and present to him guest-gifts and congratulations over what had taken place, it 
came to pass that he desired still more to visit them as soon as possible. But when 
he arrived at Jerusalem, and had sacrificed to the greatest God, and offered thank- 
offerings, and so had done, to some extent, that which befitted the place, he then 
also entered the place itself, and was astounded at the care displayed, and the 
beauty, and admired also the orderly arrangements of the temple, and conceived the 
purpose of entering the sanctuary. And when they told him that it was not fitting 
that this should take place, since it was allowed to none of their nation to enter,‘ not 
even to all the priests, but solely to him who was the leader of all, the high priest, 
and to him only once in a year, he would by no means give way.® And though 
they read the law to him he persisted in thrusting himself forward, saying, that he 
must go in, and that if they had been deprived of this honor, 1% ought not to be. 

1 Tevowevnv ; TIT. 65. 71. 74., yevonevnv. 

2 Fritzsche strikes out avrov after this word, with III. 19. 283. 55. 62. al. 

3 Others connect the adverb with éruropevoapévn. 

* Codd. ITT. 28. 55. omit ééetvar, 19. 62. 64. 98. Ald., eiorévar. 


5 Fritzsche receives 0 $¢ ovSapas érefero from III. 28. 44. 55. Co.; text. rec., ovSapas ABovAeto weiOeoOat. 
6 After cud, ITI. 23. 62. al. have 6¢; text. ree. omits. 
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13 And he inquired for what reason none of those who were present forbade him, 
14 when he entered the main temple. And he was thoughtlessly answered by some 
15 one, that it was ill of him to boast? of this. But since this had taken place, he 
said, be the reason what it might, why should he not enter the whole of it, whether 
with or without their consent ?. And when the priests fell down in ‘their sacred ? 
vestments and implored the greatest God to help in the present need,® and to turn 
away the violence of the impious aggressor, and filled the temple with cries and 
tears, those who had been left behind in the city were scared, and bounded forth, un- 
certain of the issue * of that which had taken place. The virgins also who had been 
secluded in chambers rushed out with their mothers, and scattering ashes and dust 
on their heads,’ filled the streets with groans and sighs. And those, too, who had 
wholly secluded themselves, forsaking the bridal chambers prepared for co-habita- 
tion and the modesty that befitted them, went on a disorderly run through the city. 
And the new-born babes were deserted by their mothers and nurses who were with 
them, here and there, some in houses and some in the fields, without care ; and they 
swarmed into the sublimest of temples. And various were the prayers offered up 
by those who assembled® in this place, over what had been impiously undertaken 
by that man. And along with them were the courageous ones among the citizens 
who would not bear his insisting at all events, and his intention of carrying out his 
purpose, but cried out that they should fly to arms, and die bravely on behalf of 
the law of their fathers, and made a great uproar in the place, and only with dit- 
ficulty were brought back by the reverend" and the aged to take their stations at the 
same placeof prayer. And the multitude kept on praying during this time as pre- 
viously. But the elders, who were about the king, strove in various ways to divert 
his frenzied mind from the plan which he had formed. But he recklessly put all 
aside and was already setting out to come up, apparently to carry out that which 
he had before spoken. And when, now, those who were about him saw this, they 
gave themselves together with our people, to calling upon Him who has all power, 
to aid in the present distress, and not to overlook this lawless and insolent behay-- 
ior. And so continuous and vehement was the cry of the assembled crowds, that 
an indescribable noise arose. For, as it seemed, not the men only, but the very 
walls and the whole floor cried out, since they all, in fact, preferred death then, 
rather than that the place should be desecrated. 
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1 For tepareveoGar, 19. 62. 64. 93. Ald. Syr. have mpdrrec@ar. See Com. 

2 Fritzsche adopts macas for aytats, from III. 28. 44, 55. 74. Ald. 

3 Ti eveotéon avadyxy ; IIT. 19. 23. 55. 62. 64. 98., rots eveorHow. Of. ver. 27. 

4 Text: rec., ddndov TL0€uevor, but Fritzsche follows Co., adyAdv Tr Oeuevor, 

5 Koyas, III. 23. al., for cepadas of the text. rec. 

6 Fritzsche receives cvAAeyévrwy from III. 23. 44. 55. 74. Co., for cvAdrgcyouévwy of the common text. Grimm, on 
the other hand, says it is a correction arising from the fact that the present was not understood. The number was 
continually increasing. . 

7 Codd. 19. 55. 62. 64. 93. Ald., ‘* priests.” 


Cuarter I. 


Ver. 1. Philopator. This is Ptolemy IV., the 
successor of Euergetes. — From those who came 
back. These were fugitives, and it is likely, 
Egyptian officials. — His sister Arsinoé. She 
was also his wife, and bears different names in his- 
tory. By Polybius (vy. 83,3; xv.25, 2) she is called 
as here, and so, too, on the Rosetta stone; by 
Livy (xxxvii. 4), Cleopatra ; by Justinus (sex 
7), Eurydice. She was subsequently put to death 
at the instigation of her husband and his minis- 
ters. —’Efépunce contains the two ideas of break- 
ing camp and marching. — Parts about Raphia. 
This important place, on the coast of the Mediter- 
ranean, south of Gaza, and about midway between 
that place and Rhinocolura, is mentioned on one 
of the historical tablets of Esarhaddon. Cf. 
Transactions, iv. 85. The places about Raphia, as 
given by Polybius, are Tyre, Seleucia, Ptolemais, 
Abila, Gadara, Scythopolis, etc. — Had encamped. 
The representation seems to be that Antiochus 





had already been in this place for a considerable 
period, but according to Polybius (v. 80), the two 
armies arrived at about the same time. 

Ver. 2. Theodotus. He was by birth an Aito- 
lian and had chief command of the Egyptian forces 
in Syria. He had at one time been quite successful 
in his operations against Antiochus II. (Polyb., 
y. 40, 45, 61), but subsequently, became disaffected 
and deserted to him, carrying over with him the 
important cities of Ptolemais and Tyre with many 
stores, and forty ships of war.— The plot. The 
article here might indicate some definite plot of 
which we should know more if we had that por- 
tion of the work which seems to have been lost 
from the beginning. It might, however, refer to 
the implied plan of Philopator to defeat Antiochus 
at any price and by any means. See ver. 6.— 
The bravest. According to Polybius only two. — 
AtexouloOn. Of. 2 Mace. iv, 5; ix. 29, and the 
present book at iii. 20. 
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Ver. 3. The account in Polybius (y. 81) is 
different from the present one and in some re- 
spects contradictory to it. The former relates that 
Theodotus killed the royal physician, Andreas, — 
by no means an obscure person, — and wounded 
two others. 

Ver. 4. Polybius, also, mentions the fact that 
the fortunes of war first favored Antiochus and 
afterwards Ptolemy, but is silent concerning these 
appeals of Arsinoé during the battle. It is prob- 
ably an exaggeration on the part of our author, 
based on the fact that previous to the battle Arsinoé 
united with her husband in making an appeal to 
the soldiers. (Cf Polyb., v. 83, 8.) The promise 
which she is here said to have given, she could 
not have been in circumstances to fulfill. The 
army of Ptolemy consisted of 70,000 footmen and 
5,000 horsemen. (Polyb. v. 79, 2). If the Egyp- 
tian mina is meant its value was about equal to 
eight ounces of gold, —In favor of. Antiochus. 
Ptolemy’s left wing was, in fact, at first entirely 
put to flight, and the inexperienced Antiochus, 
now too confident of final success, did not use suf- 
ficient caution. 

Ver. 5. Xepovoula. It means first a moving of 
the hands according to rule, as in gesticulation, but 
here, evidently, hand to hand encounter. The read- 
ing of 19. 62. 93., xeipav vouais, though evidently 
a correction, is apt. Cf. 2 Mace. v. 14. 

Ver. 7. Polybius blames the fickleness of the 
people in thus transferring tamely their allegiance 
to the one who happened to be in power. (v. 8, 
11.) 

Ver. 8. It would seem that Ptolemy had pre- 
viously had the wish to visit Jerusalem. 

Ver. 9. Kal ray étfjs 71.76 TOM Torhoas. The 
meaning of é£fs as an adverb is, one after another, 
in order. Followed by\tw it means suitable to. I 
give above the rendering adopted, in the main, by 
Grimm, Scholz, and Wahl. Scholz: “ And did 
what otherwise yet was appropriate to the place.” 
There is, however, no word in the original to be 
translated by otherwise yet. Grotius from conjec- 
ture would render :, “ Quum fecisset ea, que ipsi in 
illo loco facere fas erat = quum Deum veneratus esset 
in subdiali gentium,” reading év @€eor: instead of 
rav é&js mt. Cod. 64., with Ald., offers dy é£eor: 
vt. It is not necessary to suppose that the king 
was himself present at the sacrifices. What fol- 
‘lows seems to imply that he was not. é 

Ver. 10. Conceived the purpose, évebuundn 
Bovrctoacba. Literally, Jt came into his mind to 
take the resolution. Wahl: “ Haud procul aberat 
animus a consilio (templum intrandi).” The “ Holy 
cof Holies” is meant. 

Ver. 11. Once in the year, 7. e., one day in 
the year. He was obliged to go in more than 
‘once in the discharge of his duties. Cf. Lev. xvi. 
12-16. 

Ver. 13. Main temple, ray réuevos, properly, 
the whole temple, 7. e., the temple as a whole, as 
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represented by outer courts as well as an inner 
shrine. The purport of the question is, Why had 
he not been hindered by those present from com- 
ing into the temple at all, if he were not to be allowed 
to go into every part of it. This rendering seems 
to us to agree best with the context. But it would 
be possible, with many commentators, to take wav 
téuevos in the sense of “ all temples,” 7.¢., heathen 
temples. 

Ver. 14. Illof him to boast of this. The com- 
mon text is kaxk@s abtd todTo TeparevecOau. There 
are many alterations and renderings suggested. 
Schleusner: “This had taken place improperly 
and contrary to received custom.” (Cf. reading in 
Text. Notes.) Grimm’s suggestion to read abréy for 
ai’rdé is least objectionable. The meaning would 
then be that it was not the right thing for him, 
who had been allowed this privilege, though a 
heathen, to make it the ground of demanding 
other, and unheard-of concessions. 

Ver. 16. Greatest God. A very frequent 
epithet of Jehovah in the present book. Cf. i. 9; 
iii, 11; iv. 17; v. 25; vii, 22; and 2 Mace. iii. 
36. 

Ver. 17. Uncertain of the issue of that 
which had taken place, %dnAdy tt O€uevor 7d yit- 
véuevov. ‘They were in doubt what to think or to 
do under the circumstances. 

Ver. 18. The @d¢Aamos was a room in the back 
part of the house, specially designed for the 
mother and daughters. Cf. 2 Mace. iii. 19, where 
a similar scene is described. — The use of the 
word rexodoa for mother is poetic. 

Ver. 19. Tpocaptiws. The word dpriws, as an 
adverb = (1) perfectly, (2) just, newly, is here 
strengthened by the preposition. The word in 
this form is uncommon, and is said by Grimm to 
occur only here. Grotius would give to éoraA- 
pévat the sense of clothed, modo vestem (nuptialem ) 
indute. But most commentators follow Gaab in 
giving it here the meaning of withdrawn, secluded, 
which meaning is also well established. Cf. 
Schleusner’s Lex., also, Steph., Thesau., s. v. 

Ver. 21. The manifoldness of the prayer has 
respect to the persons offering it. 

Ver. 23. Tpaxdrns = roughness, unevenness. This 
sense, however, is here not fitting. The adjective 
rpaxvs means also wild, angry, and from this the 
idea of uproar is easily derived. Cf. Homer, J1., 
ii. 95, rerphxet, and vill. 346, rerpnxXvia. 

Ver. 25. ’Ayépwxov. Probably derived from 
yépas and éxwy, i. €., = yepdoxos with a intensive. 
In the later Greek, especially after Polybius, it 
was used in a bad sense, for pride, insolence. 

Ver. 27. Tots mapovo.v. Some would trans- 
late by those assembled, but it is an expression 
found quite frequently in the classics in the sense 
of the present matters, emergency, need. See Herod., 
i, 10; vi. 100; Xen., Anab., i. 3,3. Cf. Liddell 
and Scott’s Lex., under mdpert. 





Cuarter II. 


a 


Tuen the high priest Simon bowing his knees over against the sanctuary, and 


calmly spreading out his hands, uttered the following prayer: 
2  O Lord, Lord, King of the heavens, and Ruler of the whole creation, holy among 
the holy, sole Governor, almighty, give ear to us who are oppressed by a wicked 
3 and profane man, puffed up with boldness and strength. For thou didst create all © 
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things and art the Lord of the universe, a righteous ruler, and judgest those who 

4 do anything in pride and insolence. Thou didst destroy in former times those who 

did iniquity, among whom were also giants, who trusted in their strength and bold- 

5 ness, bringing upon them a measureless flood. Thou didst burn up with fire and 

brimstone the Sodomites, who practiced insolence and became notorious through 

6 their iniquities, making them an example to after generations. Thou didst test * 

the defiance of Pharaoh, enslaver of thy people the holy Israel, with manifold and 

7 numerous punishments, and caused thy great might to be recognized. And thou 

rolledst the depths of the sea over him, as he pursued with chariots and with a mul- 

titude of troops, but carriedst safely over those who put their trust in thee, the 

8 Lord of the whole creation. And they, having seen together the works of thine 

9 hands, praised thee, the Almighty. Thou, O King, who createdst the illimitable 

and measureless earth, didst choose out this city and didst hallow * this place to thy 

name, thou who hast need of nothing, and didst exceedingly glorify it by wonderful 

10 manifestations, having founded it to the honor of thy great and glorious name. And 

thou didst indeed * promise, out of love to the house of Israel, that should we fall 

away, and distress come upon us, and we should come to this place and pray, thou 

11, 12 wouldest hear our prayer. And, verily, thou art faithful and true. And since 

thou hast often aided our fathers when hard pressed in their low estate, and de- 

13 livered them out of great dangers,’ behold now, verily, holy King, that we through 

our many and great sins are borne down, and made subject to our enemies, and 

14 have given out in weakness. And in our fallen state, this bold and profane man 

seeks to do insult to this holy place, consecrated on earth to thy glorious name. 

15 Thy dwelling-place, indeed, the heaven of heavens, is inapproachable to men. But 

16 since it pleased thee * to be glorified among thy people Israel, and thou hast sancti- 

17 fied this place, punish us not through the uncleanness of these people, nor chastise 

us through profaneness, lest the transgressors boast in their haughtiness, and exult 

18 with their insolent tongue, and say, We have trampled upon the holy house, as the 

19 houses of idols are trampled upon. Blot out our sins and do away with our offenses, 

20 and shew forth thy compassion at this time. Let thy mercies quickly overtake us, 
and put praise in the mouth of those cast down and discouraged, giving us peace. 

21 Then God, who seeth all things, and is holiest above all® the holy, heard the 

_ prayer which was according to the Law, and scourged him who was greatly uplifted 

22 with pride and boldness, shaking him to and fro as a reed is shaken by the wind, so 

that he lay motionless upon the floor, and, besides, paralyzed in his limbs, and un- 

23 able to utter a sound, being overtaken by a just retribution. Wherefore his friends 

and his body-guard,’ beholding the sharp chastisement which had overtaken him, 

fearing lest he might also die, speedily removed him, being stricken with exceed- 

24 ing terror. But when, in course of time, he afterwards came to himself, his chas- 

tisement in no wise brought him to repentance, but he departed uttering bitter 

threatenings. 

25 And having returned to Egypt he grew still worse in wickedness, and through 

his before-mentioned boon companions and associates who had cut loose from all 

26 that was right, he was not only held fast in innumerable debaucheries, but he also 

went so far in his audacity that he scattered evil reports in those places, and many 

of his friends who especially regarded the king’s purpose also themselves followed 

97 his will. And his purpose was to inflict a public stigma upon the Jew7sh nation. 

28 On® the tower by the palace he placed a tablet and engraved an inscription, that 

entrance to their own temple was to be refused to all those who did not sacrifice ; 

1 In the common text there is found after this word, Tyv oyv (omitted by 74. Co.) Suvacretay (IIL.,. dvvapev) ep’ ats 

éyvaépuoas. The words are evidently tautological, and, being omitted by 23., are rejected by Grimm, Fritzsche, and 


others. 

2 Fritzsche adopts jylacas for éyvdcas, from III. 19. 23. 55. 62. 64. 74. 98: Co. Ald. 

3 For dy Gre, III. 28. 64. 93. have dudre. Of. 2 Mace. vii. 37. 

4 Codd. III. 28. 55. 74., with Co., ‘‘ evils.” 

5 Fritzsche, following Grimm, adopts the participle evSoxyjcas, for evddnnoas of the text. rec. 

6 Fritzsche adopts, in place of po mavTwv of the common text, pomérwp from III. 28. 55. 93. Syr., but it does not 
g0 well suit the context, and looks like a correction. Cf. ver. 2. 

1 The words avrod raxecay kai, found after cwparopvAaxes in the common text, are stricken out by the best recent 
critics. They are wanting in III. 28. 44. 55. 71. 74. Co. 

8 The cai before émi, Fritzsche strikes out, with III. 23. 44. 55. 74. Co. 
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and that all the Jews were to be registered among the common people, and reduced 
to the condition of servants, and that those who resisted were to be forcibly seized 
and put to death; also, that such as were registered, were to be branded on their 
persons with an ivy-leaf as a symbol of Dionysus, and that they were to be de- 
graded to the former limited rights. But that he might not appear as one who 
hated them all, he wrote underneath, that if, on the other hand, any of them chose 
to join those initiated into the mysteries, these should have equal rights with the 
Alexandrians. ; 

Some now, who were over a city, despising the approaches to the city of piety, 
unhesitatingly gave in as though they became sharers in some great renown by 
their prospective intercourse with the king. But the most stood firm in a noble 
and did not apostatize from their religion ; and paying money that they might 
live without fear, they sought to escape the registration. They were also in good 
hope of obtaining relief, and detested those who had fallen away from them, both 
judged them to be enemies of the nation and withheld from them common inter- 
course and friendly services. 


Cuarter II. 


Ver. 1. Simon. Most probably Simon II., son 
of Onias IL., high priest from B. c. 219-199. See 
Fritzsche in Schenkel’s Bib. Lez., s. v. Cf. Ecclus. 
1. 1 ff., and Jos., Antig., xii. 4, § 10.— Over against 
the holy place. This was the custom of the 
Jews in prayer, ?.e., to turn the face toward the 
temple mountain, if they were in its neighborhood 
(cf. 2 Chron. vi. 34; Dan. vi. 11), or towards the 
temple itself when in the outer court of the same, 
(Ps. v. 7; Ecclus. li. 14).—Etrderws. Simon’s 
attitude and conduct are represented as calm and 
reverent in contrast with those of the excited mul- 
titudes about him. 

Ver. 2. Whole creation. Cf. Judith ix. 12. 
— Holy among the holy. Others translate with 
apparently less propriety, “ Holy in the holies,” 
(Cotton); “ Heiliger im Heiligthum” (Grotius, 
Gaab, Scholz). It seems to be simply a circumlo- 
cution for All-holy. 

Ver. 4. Allusions to these giants, offspring of 
the supposed intermarriage of angels with the 
daughters of men, are very common in the Apoc- 
ryphal and Pseudepigraphal books. Cf. Book 
of Enoch vii. 2; ix. 9; xv. 8 (Dillmann’s ed.) ; 
Book of Jubilees v. 7; Wisdom xiv. 6; Tobit vi. 
14; Ecclus. xvi. 7; Baruch iii. 26. 

Ver. 5. ‘Yrepnoavta, insolence, contemptuous bear- 
ing. C#£. Hzek. xvi. 49 in the LXX. for a similar 
characterization of Sodom. See also, 2 Peter ii. 
6. 

Ver. 9. Illimitable. So called hyperbolically, 
with reference to the comparatively small space 
occupied by Jerusalem. — T@ tv ardvtwy darpoo- 
Sec?. So, too, at 2 Mace. xiv. 85; Acts xvii. 25. 

Ver. 10. Promise. See 1 Kings viii. and ix., 
and 2 Chron. vi. and vii. 

Ver. 11. Grimm would give to 84 here the 
sense of in addition, referring to i. 9. 


Ver. 14. Thy glorious name, 2D Cr”, 
Cf. Neh. ix.5. Grimm remarks that it does not 


mean “ thy glorious name,’ but the name of God 
as an expression and epithet of his glorious being, 
majesty. This idea of “ being” is however con- 
tained in the word “name,” according to common 
Biblical usage. 

Ver. 15. Inapproachable. Cf. 1 Tim. vi. 16. 
The thought is that while it was indeed impossible 
for the king to commit a sacrilege on the actual 
habitation of God, yet the latter had also chosen 
the temple at Jerusalem as an abode. 





Ver. 18. Trampled upon. Cf. Is. 1xiii.18; Dan. 
viii. 13. — Téy mpocoxbicudtwy, stumbling blocks, 
abominations. Tt is frequently used in the LXX. 
as referring to idols. By an inadvertence the 
writer here makes the Egyptians call the temple 
at Jerusalem a “ holy house” and the idol temples, 
“abominations.” 

Ver. 20. Cf. Ps. xxix. 8, where the same ex- 
pression occurs. 

Ver. 23. Friends. 
concillors of the king. 

Ver. 24. ‘O perduedos, repentance. 
in this sense by Thucydides (vii. 55). 

Ver. 25. Since these friends have not before 
been spoken of in the present book, as it now exists, 
we have here additional evidence that something 
has been lost from the first part of the original 
work. — Debaucheries. Polybius and Strabo 
also speak of the great licentiousness and de- 
bauchery of this monarch. 


Ver. 26. Friends. Cotton would make this 
refer to the friends of the writer, 7. e., Jews, but 
it is far more likely that it refers to the courtiers 
of Ptolemy. 


Ver. 28. According to some (Grotius, Cotton, 
De Wette), the words are to be so construed as to 
read : that none who did not sacrifice in their {the 
Egyptian] temples should enter, i. e., enter the 
palace of the king. But it seems better, both 
grammatically and logically, to connect eis T& fepa 
a’ta@y directly with eiovéva: and to refer adray to 
the subject of téy wh Ovdvrwy. So Grimm, Bun- 
sen’s Bibelwerk, Gaab, Scholz, and others. The 
prohibition is given in general terms, that none 
who did not sacrifice should enter their own tem- 
ples. But as the Jews were the only ones in Egypt 
who did not offer sacrifice in their worship, it 
amounted to a command that the Jews should not 
enter their synagogues. — Registered among the 
common people. There were three classes of 
people in Alexandria: (1) Macedonians, who had 
the fullest rights as founders of the city; (2) for- 
eigners subject to them; (3) native Egyptians. 


Ver. 29. Such a branding in honor of a deity 
was not uncommon in ancient times. Cf. Rey. 
vii. 3; xiii. 16,17. Bacchus was the family deity 
of the Ptolemies and Philopator bimself is said to 
have been branded with an ivy leaf. 

Ver. 31. Over a city, 7. e., perhaps a commu- 
nity in Alexandria. TWdéArs may be used in this 


The higher officers and 


First used 
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sense. — City of piety, namely, the Jewish com-| the city of piety refer to Heaven, but this view is 
munity. It Was to be approached only by means|not supported by the teachings of our book else- 
of the observance of the Mosaic law. Others| where. 

(Cotton) translate: “ Then indeed a few of those| Ver. 32. Paying money. The officials were 
who dwelt in the city, who hated the advances of the| probably bribed. It could not have been the king, 
religion of the city,” ete. He derives this meaning | since he is represented as dissatisfied with this re- 
of the word émBd0pa from its use by Josephus in | sult of his efforts to degrade the Jews. Cf, iii. 1, 
Antig., xi. 8,§ 2. Grotius, Wahl, and others make | also v. 1, e¢ passim. 





Cuaprer III. 


1 ‘Tue impious king, on learning also of this, was so incensed as not only to be 
very angry with the Jews of Alexandria, but also became.a more bitter enemy to 
those of the country, and commanded that they should all be speedily assembled in 

2 one and the same place and be put to the worst of deaths. But while this was be- 

ing carried out, a hostile report was circulated against the race, since men, who 

agreed together for evil ends, had given occasion for the representation that they 
were hindered from the observance of the laws. But the Jews maintained towards 
their kings good will and unswerving loyalty; yet, as they worshipped God and 
governed themselves according to his law, they made a separation in certain things 
and deviations,! on which account they appeared odious to some persons. But 
since they adorned their intercourse with one another with the good works of the 
righteous, they had established themselves in the good opinion of all men. This 
character of the race for good works, however, which was spoken of by all, was 
made of no account by the foreigners; but they talked about their disagreement 
with respect to worship and food, alleging that these men were kindly disposed and 
loyal neither towards the king nor the rulers, but were hostile and very much op- 
8 posed to the public weal ; and they covered them with unusual reproach. And this 
unexpected uproar and unforeseen concourse of people, concerning those who had in 

no wise wronged them, was not unobserved by the Greeks who lived in the city ; 
but to aid them was not in their power, for the condition of things was imperious ; 
but they admonished, and were out of humor and believed that these things would 

9 change. For a people of such importance, that has done no harm, will not be thus 

10 overlooked.? And already, also, some of their neighbors and friends and business as- 

sociates had taken certain of them secretly aside, given them the assurance of sup- 

11 port, and that they would do the very utmost to help them. The king, now become 

arrogant through the momentarily favorable turn of affairs, and considering not the 
power of the great God, but, on the contrary, assuming that he would remain of 
the same purpose, unchangeably, wrote the following letter respecting them : 

12. King Ptolemy Philopator, to the generals and soldiers in Egypt, that is, in every 

13 place, health and happiness! And I myself also am well, and our affairs in good 

14 condition. Since our Asiatic campaign, about which you yourselves also ° are in- 

formed, which by the aid of the gods, not lightly given,* was brought to a success- 

15 ful issue according to expectation,* we resolved, not by force of arms, but with gen- 

tleness and great humanity to care for the nations inhabiting Coele-Syria and Phee- 

16 nicia, and to be their willing benefactor. And, having bestowed large donations 

upon the temples in the several cities, we proceeded also unto Jerusalem, and went 

17 up to honor the temple of these wretches, who never cease from their folly. And, 

in appearance, they hailed our coming with gladness, but, in fact, hypoeritically, 


since, when we wished to enter into their sanctuary and to honor it with excellent 


N ®D@ GH —O 


1 Text. rec., érotovy éni tw Kal Karaczpopds, following, apparently, the Codd. 44. 71. 74. For the last word, 
Fritzsche adopts xara ras tpopds from 19. 23, 62. 64., and éni rots from 93., writing the whole, éwolovy émi rots «, 7. 7. 
See Com. 

2 Fritzsche, Grimm, and others adopt the reading of 19. 23. 44, 56. 64. 71. 93., rapopabyjcecOar, for rapopabjaerar of 
the text. rec. 

3 I follow Fritzsche and Grimm, who adopt the text of III. 23. 44. 55. 62. 74. 98. Co., which leave out after Kat avrot, 
mpds quas ... - kal 7 quetépg 68 Pduy and piarov after réAos. It has the appearance of a correction, made in the 
way of explanation. j : 

4*Anporrw7e. Grotius suggests, as an emendation, ampodm7@, unexpected, which is less suitable to the context 
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and most beautiful offerings, they, impelled by their old conceit, forbade our en- 
trance, while we did not exercise our power on account of the good will which we 
cherish toward all men. But they made evident their hostility towards us, as being 
the only one among the nations to carry high the head against kings and their own 
benefactors, and are unwilling to bear anything that is proper. But we, having 
made allowance for the folly of these people, and having returned victorious to 
Egypt, have met all nations with good will, and acted as was fitting. And, in 


accordance with this, we announced to all their countrymen that we had forgotten - 


the wrong suffered, and on account of their assistance in war and the very many 
public trusts which from the beginning had been committed in confidence to them, 
we would venture to introduce a change: we would also bestow upon them the’ 
rights of citizens of Alexandria, and make them sharers in the perpetual religious 
rites.2 But they took it-in a contrary spirit, and out of innate wickedness, spurn- 
ing the good and perpetually inclined to the evil, have not only rejected the price- 
less honor of citizenship, but, also, have shown, either by word or silence,® their 
detestation of the few among them properly disposed toward us, always having in 
view, that by continuing in their unworthy conduct we should be moved, speedily, 
to recall our just measures. Therefore, both because we are convinced by clear 
proofs that these people are every way ill-disposed towards us, and as a measure of 
precaution if} in future, possibly a sudden disorder arose, against having these im- 
pious beings as traitors and cruel enemies at our backs, we have given order that as 
soon as this letter reaches you, the very same hour, the persons indicated,* together 
with wives and children, under abuse and torments, bound hand and foot with iron 
chains, be delivered to us for cruel and ignominious death, such as befits those hos- 
tilely disposed. For, when once these have been punished. in our opinion we shall 
have established the affairs of our state for the future in perfect security and in the 
best order. But whoever shall shield one of the Jews, from an old man to a child 
or suckling, shall be put to death with his whole house, under the most ignomini- 
ous tortures. But he who is willing to inform against them, in addition to the 
property of him upon whom the punishment falls shall also receive two thousand 
silver drachmas from the royal treasury, and be both set free and have a crown.? 
But every place where a concealed Jew shall by any means be caught shall be made 
impassable, and be consumed by fire, and be seen to be useless to every mortal for- 
ever. 
And such were the form and contents of the letter. 


1 The xai, before eis Tyv Alyurror, is omitted by 62. 64. 93. Grimm, Gaab, and others, also, strike it out as sense- 


less. 


2 Fritzsche and Grimm adopt, with Grotius, tep@v, for iepéwy of the Codd. 

8 For ovyy, 19. 62. 64. 98. Ald. write épyw, but obviously because the other word was not understood. 

4 Godd. 91. 62. 64. 98., with Ald., have évonuarvouevous (cf. v. 47), and Fritzsche follows Grimm, therefore, in adopt- 
ing évoconjapmevovs, for the difficult evveuouevovs of the common text. 


5 Codd. ILI. 28. 65. T4., with Co. and Ald., omit revéerar Kat. 


Cf. Com. 


Cuapter III. 


Ver. 1. The distinction between country and 
city is also made elsewhere in the present book. 
Cf. iv. 11. 

Ver. 2. The Jews are represented as hostile to 
the best interests of the state. The persons who 
make this representation are not apostate Jews, as 
some have supposed, but Macedonian courtiers 
and others who seek thereby to win the favor of 
the king. 

Ver. 4. We have translated this verse accord- 
ing to the received text. Fritzsche’s proposed 
change, however, based on the Syriac and a few 
MSS. (et observabant discrimina ciborum),“ and prac- 
ticed distinctions in the matter of food,’ has much 
in its favor. Grotius would read drootpodds, re- 
jections, for naraorpopds. Cf. on the opinions held 
among the ancients respecting the peculiarities of 
the Jews, Diod. Sic., Heclog., Il. xxxiv. and xl., and 
Tacitus, Hist., v. 2. 

Ver. 5, Ci. Col. iv. 5; 1 Thess. iv. 12, 





Ver. 6. The foreigners, 7. e., the Macedoni- 
ans above referred to who had made the com- 
plaint. 

Ver. 7. See the similar charge of Haman in 
Esth. iii. 8; also, Add. to Esth. ad loc. ; ef. also, Jos., 
Antiq., xvi. 6, § 8. 

Ver. 8. The Greeks. The nobler cultivated 
class, in distinction from the “foreigners”? (a&AAé- 
gvAo.) elsewhere spoken of. — The condition of 
things was imperious, 7. e:, public sentiment was 
against them. Cotton translates S:d@eo.s by “the 
constitution of government.” Schleusner by “ edict.” 


Durum enim erat edictum de Judeis publicatum. © 


Thesaur., s. v.— Aveddpes etxov, were out of humor 
(with the state of things). Others translate, were 
sorry, Which meaning the words will also bear. 

Ver. 11. Assuming that he would remain of 
the same purpose. The reference is to the ca- 
lamity that came upon him by which he forgot 
his own previous commands. 
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Ver. 12. In all places, kata rérov. The pre- 
fects of the different districts seem to be meant. 

Ver. 16. Bestowed large donations. Others 
translate with less propriety : made frequent visits, 
taking mpdcodos, however, in its primary sense. 

Ver. 18. Old conceit, rupois .. . . madato- 
répots. ‘The comparative in the sense of too old, 
i. e., antiquated, obsolete. 

Ver. 20. SupumrepievexOevres. The word means, 
first, to go about with any one, then, to accommodate 
one’s self to another’s foibles. The stoic Zeno held 
this for a duty (Diog. Laert., vii. 13,18). It means 
in the present passage much the same as our word 
forbear. Cf. Ecclus. xxv. 1, yur, Kad avhp éav- 
Tos cummepipepduevot. 

Ver. 21. Many public trusts. In some in- 
stances Jews had been placed over garrisons. 
They had collected taxes also, exchanged money, 
provided weapons and provisions for the Egyptian 
armies. — Would venture. It cost the king 
something — or he would have it so appear —to 
go on trusting the Jews after what had hap- 


pened in Jerusalem. — ‘lepéy is undoubtedly the 
true reading and we have translated accordingly. 


The religion meant is the worship of Bacchus. 
Cf. ii. 29. The Jewish religion the king regarded 
as one which was now to be rooted out. 

Ver. 23. Siyf. Grotius explains: ne sermone 
quidem eos dignantes ut nefarios. 

Ver. 24. Tapaxijs, disorder. It may refer to 
any disorder in the state, such as was likely to oc- 
cur under a government like that of this king. 

Ver. 25. We have adopted in the translation 
the reading évoconuaupévous, those ind icated, spoken 


| 





of, i. e., the Jews. Schleusner would retain robs 
evvepouévovs with the meaning: those dwelling 
among you, Which view is also adopted by Cotton. 
Gaab, on the other hand, would give the word the 
meaning, persisting in opposition, Grotius conjec- 
tured that the original reading was divomoujevous, 
qui legi parere nolunt. But none of these views 
are without grave etymological or grammatical 
objections.» The word onpatve, however, in the 
sense here supposed, occurs elsewhere-im the pres- 
ent book (vy. 47), and has important support in 
the MSS. and seems favored also by the Syriac, 
scriptos in ea (epistola).— Mdvrobey KaTaxekdcto~ 
pévous. Lit., secured from every side. We have 
translated idiomatically, bound hand and foot. 

Ver. 28. According to the common reading, 
Ths eAcvbeplas redierar Kal orepavabhoera, the 
translation would be, “shall be set free and_be 
crowned.” But it would be implied thereby that 
none but slaves would give information of this 
kind. Hence, as the above-mentioned MSS. leave 
out the words revfera: kai and the sentence as 
thus emended would be without sense, Grotius 
has proposed to change to Trois érevdeplois orepa- 
yodhoera, i. e., shall be crowned at the Eleutherian 
festival, which gives a good meaning and is ac- 
cepted also by Grimm, Fritzsche, and other crit- 
ics. The festival mentioned was one celebrated in 
honor of Bacchus. 

Ver, 29. ~ABatos, impassable. The same is 
said of the temple at ver. 43. The word is some- 
times used in a figurative sense for uncontami- 
nated. 





CHAPTER IV, 


L 


EVERYWHERE, now, where this decree came, 
instituted, with shoutings and joy by the 
seated inward hostility would now break forth 1 freely and openly. But among the 


a festival at the public expense was 
heathen, since the long before deeply 


Jews there was incessant? mourning and pitiful outcries with tears, their hearts be- 


ing inflamed on all sides with sighs, 


which they had been suddenly adjudged. 


as they bewailed the unexpected destruction to 


What nome, or city, or what place at all 


inhabited, or what streets were there, which were not filled on their account with 


of the exceptional punishments 


their wretched * expulsion. 
with gray hair, who, because 0 
to urge their slow feet, crip 


wailing and lamentation? For they were s 
ers in the several cities, with such cruelty : 
even some of their enemies, 
ery before their eyes and reflecting on the uncertain issue of our 
For there was led along a multitude 
f a forced, shameless driving forward, were obliged 
pled by age, into a sharp run. 


ent forth, one and all, by the command- 
and so pitiless a spirit, that on account 
having the common mis- 
life, shed tears over 
of old men, adorned 


Young women, also, 


who had but just withdrawn themselves to the enjoyment of wedded life in the 


bridal chamber, 
anointed locks defiled with dust, j 
7p 
bound before all eyes, 


1 Tread, with Grimm and Fritzsche, viv éxpavouérys, 
See Com. 


2 Fritzsche adopts from 23., by a second hand, 44, 


ré 


following. 
4 Codd. III. 28. 55. 62. 64. have ducabAvov, 


heard, instead of joy, lamentations, 
oined together in wailing, 
raise, since they were convulsed with pain through heathenish abuse. And being 
they were forcibly dragged along, 


Cc. 
3 Codd. III. 19. 55. 64. 71. 74. 93., with Ald., have mexpias, 


and driven forth, unveiled, their 
instead of in songs of 


till they were thrown into 


from III. 19. 28. 55. 62. 71. 74. 93. Co. ; text. rec., ovvekpay. 


55. 74. Co., dAnxrov (IIL. 71., dAckrov), for avjeorov of the text. 


for muxpas, and III. 74. Ald. leave out the cai immediately 


instead of rpurdOAtov, and Fritzsche adopts it. See Com. 
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8 the ship. Their husbands, too, wearing halters instead of garlands about their 
necks, in the bloom and! freshness of youth, spent’ the remaining days of their 
nuptials in tears instead of feasting and youthful relaxation, as seeing Hades already 
9 lying before their feet. And they were carried off like wild beasts, confined with 
iron chains. Some were bound by their necks to the benches of the rowers of the 
ships; while others had their feet bound fast with unyielding fetters ; and they 
were, besides, shut out from the light,? the thick deck lying above them, sO that, en- 
veloped in total darkness, they experienced the treatment of traitors during the 
whole voyage down. : 

When, now, they had been brought to the so-called Schedia and the voyage was 
ended as it had been decreed by the king, he ordered that they should be put into 
the hippodrome near the city, a place of vast extent, and well suited to the purpose 
of making them a gazing-stock to all those who went by into the city, and to those 
who from thence made journeys into the country, so that they might neither have 
intercourse with his troops, nor be honored at all with the protection of walls. 
And when this had taken place, and he heard that their fellow countrymen went 
often, secretly, out of the city to bewail the shameful wretchedness of their brethren, 
he wasenraged, and commanded that they also should be treated in exactly the same 
manner as the others, so that they should be in no respect behind them in punish- 
ment, and to enroll the entire race, name by name, not for the laborious, wearisome 
service? before briefly mentioned, but to torture them with the threatened pains and, 
finally, to destroy them in one day. The registration of these persons, now, took 
place with embittered zeal and ambitious assiduity from sunrise to sunset, and came 
unfinished to its end at the expiration of forty days. And the king, filled with 
great and continuous joy, instituted feasts in the temples of all the idols and, in his 
mind widely astray from the truth, praised with profane mouth the deaf things 
which could neither speak to, nor help them; while against the greatest God he 
spoke what was not seemly. But after the lapse of the before-mentioned period the 
registrars reported to the king that they could no longer continue the registration of 
the Jews because their number was countless, although the most of them were yet 
scattered in the country, some still together in houses, but others, also, in separate 
places, so that it was an impossible undertaking for all the commanders who were 
over Egypt. But after he had treated them very harshly, as though they had 
taken bribes to devise this pretext, it came to pass that he was fully convinced on 
this point, when they adduced as proof that already even the paper manufactory, 
and the reed pens which they used, had given out. But this was the working of 
the invincible Providence, which helped the Jews from heaven. 
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1 The «ai is omitted by III. 55. 74. Co. Ald. Literally, the phrase would now be: ‘‘ In the midst of a fresh and 
youthful age.” 

2 Tn the common text the words 7d héyyos aroxAerdmevor are found after Sraxeuév, but Fritzsche rejects them on the 
authority of III. 19. 28. 55. 62. 74. 98. Co. Ald. and, apparently, the Syriac. Grimm would retain them on the ground 
that the expression is too peculiar to have been introduced, ‘ zur Motivirung von mdvtobev écxoticpevor.”” The word 
arroxAerdy.. would be followed, as here used, by the accus. of the thing and the dative of the person, instead of the 
accus, of the person and the dative of the thing. Wahl renders the words muxvg . . . . amoxAevdmev., denso inter ipsos 
et liberum aerem interjacente tecto a cali adspectu seclusi. 

8 Fritzsche receives ov« eis mv from III. 55. for ov yap mhv of the text. rec. Codd. 62. 64. 74. 98., also, leave out yap. 


CHAPTER IV. 


Ver. 1. Anporedns (Sju0s Ta TEAn), 2. €., What 
might be done at the public expense. — Ipoxa- 
Tecxippwpevns = covered with a callus, hardened 
beforchand, and metaphorically, inveterate. — | 
Would now break forth. There is scarcely any 


Ver. 4. “Efaddos, quite different, and since the 
time of Polybius, extraordinary, in both a good 
and abad sense. Cf. the LXX. at 2 Sam. vi. 14. 
David is spoken of as évdeducas osroAhy eadXov. 
—Having the common misery. The idea is 


doubt that viv éxpawopuévns is the true reading, 
not only on the ground of MS. authority, but also 
of the antithesis in which the sentence stands with 
what precedes. 

Ver. 2. Heart being inflamed. The more 
common expression for the same idea would now 
be, wounded, crushed. 

Ver. 3. Nouwds, nome. This was the name ap- 
plied to the districts in Egypt ruled by prefects. 
Cf. 1 Mace. x. 30. 





that they were led to reflect on the uncertainties 
and miseries of life in general. The most promis- 
ing beginning might have the most miserable end. 
—Tod Bidv karactpophy, the turn of life, i. e., its 
end. Cf. Ecclus. ix. 11. It might, however, refer 
to its ordinary changes and vicissitudes. — Tpicdé- 
duov, threefold (very) unhappy. Cf. 2 Mace. viii. 
34, TpiradiThpios. 

Ver. 5. Urge, karaxpwuévev. The word ordi- 
narily means, to make an abnormal, evil use of any- 
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thing, but here, as it would seem, to use beyond 
strength, i. e., urge, force. 

Ver. 6. ’AAAoebvéot. This word, which we 
have translated by heathenish, has much the same 
meaning as é&dAdors in ver. 4. The idea of some- 
thing strange, extraordinary, outlandish, is contained 
1D it. > 

Ver. 7. Td Aotov. The article is used as indi- 
cating, perhaps, that the ship was especially de- 
signed for their reception. 

Ver. 8. Su(vycis. Lit., yokefellows, poetical for 
husbands or wives. Here the connection shows 
that it means the former. 

Ver. 9. Tukv@ caviSdéuart. This was the deck 
of the ship. ; 

Ver. 11. Schedia. By some held to be a place 
of that name mentioned by Strabo, from twelve 
to fifteen miles from Alexandria. But the present 
Schedia seems to have been in the immediate 
neighborhood of the city. — Hippodrome. It lay, 
according to Strabo, on the east side of Alexan- 
dria. —Intercourse with his troops. He might 
fear that they would be bribed by the Jews, par- 
ticularly his hired troops. 

Vers. 12, 13. It is here implied that, up to this 
time, nothing had been done against the Jews in 
Alexandria. But, according to iii. 1, those of the 
city had been also included in the king’s plans 
for vengeance. And it is natural too, to suppose 
that they would have been the first to feel his 
wrath. 

Ver. 14, Laborious, wearisome service. More 
lit., the wearying service of the works (tév %pywv), 
namely, through works, coming by work. CE. ii. 
28. 
Ver. 15. 7Em) tjuépas tecoapdkovta. Some 
translate falsely, after forty days. Others give the 
preposition the sense of during. The position of 
the words, as Grimm has shown, requires that they 
should be joined with the phrase, came unfinished 
to anend. They indicate, as in Mark xv. 1, Luke. 
x. 35, Acts iii. 1, the time towards which, about 
which the thing happened. The number forty, as 
is well known, was regarded as a sacred number. 
Cf. 2 Mace. v. 2. 
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Ver. 16, "Em trav idéAwy, by the idols, which, 
of course, would be in their temples. 

Ver. 18. Others, also, in separate places. 
They had no settled abode, but were wandering 
about. Grotius says: “ Jn silvis et latibulis.’ The 
sense is not quite clear. According to the pre- 
vious representation, it would appear that ail the 
Jews had been gathered into the hippodrome at 
Alexandria and they were to be registered. But 
now it is stated that the majority are still scattered 
about in the country. The difficulty, moreover, 
in the latter case, was to find them, not to register 
them on account of their being so numerous. It 
is possible that something has been lost from the 
text. If not, the writer either did not know what 
he wished to communicate, or has written it in a 
very careless and blind way. 

Ver. 20. Xaprnpia. Used by Wahl in the sense 
of xdprns, paper, but more properly rendered by 
Grotius and others paper manufactory. The idea 
is that these paper-mills were no longer in condi- 
tion to furnish the needed material. he king, it 
must be confessed, was very easily satisfied. Ac- 
cording to Philo, the whole number of Jews in 
Egypt was a million. But if they had been a 
great deal more numerous, the statements of our 
author must still be regarded as incredible and 
absurd. There was not paper enough to serve for 
recording the names of the Jews; but there were 
chains enough to bind them (v. 5) and but little 
time was required to do it. And Grimm well 
asks: “If paper enough could not be produced 
to serve for registering simply the names of each 
one of the immense multitude, whence came the 
food necessary to feed the unfortunates during 
forty days (ver. 15), whence the wine with which 
they were refreshed for seven days after their de- 
liverance (vi. 830), whence the means for the four- 
teén days festival (vi. 40), whence the means, which 
the king provided in such fullness, for the journey 
home, that they were able, on the way, to institute 
a drinking feast that lasted seven days (vii. 18) ? 
The historian seems to have no presentiment of 
the extraordinary contradictions in which he has 
involved himself.” 


CHAPTER V. 


1 Then he called to him Hermon, who had charge of the elephants, and being full 
2 of fierce anger and rage, quite immovable, he commanded, that against the coming 
day, all the elephants, five hundred in number, should be made drunk with many 
handfuls of frankincense and large quantities of unmixed wine, and that, having 
been maddened by a copious supply of the drink, they should be led in to settle 


the fate of the Jews. He, now, having given this order turned to the banquet, where 


he assembled his best friends dnd those of the army who behaved most hatefully 


towards the Jews. 
® promptly. 


Now the commander of the elephants? fulfilled his commission 
And the servants, appointed for the purpose, went out towards evening 


and bound the hands of the poor wretches and in all else took precautions with re- 
spect to their being kept secure for the night, supposing that total destruction would 


6 overtake the whole race. 


But the Jews, who seemed to the heathen to be destitute 


of any protection, because they were irresistibly environed with chains on every 
7 side, all invoked, with an unceasing cry and tears, the Almighty Lord, who has 
8 power over all power, their merciful God and Father, praying that he would avert 


1 The common text has *Eppwr after apapdrws. 


Cod. 44. omits both words. Codd. 19. 62. 64. 93., with Syr., have 


dpapdrws 7d wpogtayéy TH” Epuwve cvverédrct, but cf. vers. 2, 10, 28. and Com. 
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the wicked plot against them and rescue them, by extraordinary manifestations, 
from the fate already at hand. Continuously, now, rose their supplication to 
Heaven. But Hermon, having suffered the merciless elephants to drink themselves 
full of wine and stuff themselves with frankincense, went in the early morning to 
the palace to make a report of it to the king. Now the gift, delightful from the 
beginning of the world, by day and night sent from him who shows favor to all to 
whom he himself will, a portion of sleep he sent to the king, and by a sleep, sweet 
and deep, was he detained through the working of the Lord, so that he was greatly 
disappointed in his unrighteous purpose and in his fixed plan mightily deceived. But 
the Jews, having escaped the previously designated hour, praised their holy God, 
and again besought him, who is easy to be reconciled, to show the might of his ex- 
ceedingly powerful hand to the arrogant heathen. And when the tenth hour was 
already nearly half gone, and he who had the care of the invitations saw the guests 
assembled, he went up and shook the king. And, having with difficulty awakened 
him, he informed him that the time for the feast was already passed, and made a 
report concerning the matter. The king considering this, and betaking himself to 
the banquet, commanded that those who had come to the feast should recline over 
against him. And when this had taken place, he encouraged them to give them- 
selves to feasting and, since they were highly honored in sharing in the present? 
feast, to yield themselves to revelry. But as the entertainment went on, the king 
had Hermon called and inquired, with fierce threatening, for what reason the Jews 
had been permitted to outlive that day. And when he showed that, during the 
night, he had carried out the order, and when his friends, also, testified to it, he, 
who outdid even Phalaris in cruelty, said, that they had his sleep of that day to 
thank. But without delay, get ready the elephants in like manner against the 
break of day to-morrow, for the destruction of the godless Jews. And when the 
king had said this, all who were present, with one accord, gave glad assent with 
acclamations of joy and departed each to his own house. And the night-time they 
spent less in sleep than in devising every sort of indignity for these apparently poor 
wretches. 

And no sooner had the cock announced the dawn than Hermon drove the armed 
beasts in the great colonnade. The multitudes throughout the city, also, swarmed 
together to this most pitiable spectacle, eagerly awaiting the break of day. But 
the Jews, since only a moment yet remained for them to live, stretched their hands, 
amidst many tears, towards heaven, and besought in mournful strains the great God 
again to help them speedily. And the rays of the sun were not yet shed abroad and 
the king was receiving his friends, when Hermon, standing by him, summoned them 
to set out, announcing, that the wish of the king had been attended to. But when he 
became aware of it, and was astonished at the unusual setting out, in ignorance of 
the entire proceeding, he inquired what the thing was on whose account this had 
been so zealously brought to pass by him. But this was the working of the God, 
who ruleth all things, who had made him oblivious of that which he had previously 
devised. But Hermon and all the friends declared, The beasts and the troops are 
ready according to thy particular command, O king!? But he, filled with fierce 
rage at these words, since with reference to these matters, through the Providence 
of God his sense had been entirely taken away, looked hard at him and addressed 
him in threatening language : 

If thy ® parents or children were here, they should furnish for the beasts this rich 
repast, instead of the innocent Jews who have been perfectly loyal to me and m 
ancestors in unswerving fidelity. And, indeed, but for our early friendship and 
your fidelity in office, your life should have gone for theirs. So Hermon met with 
an unexpected and dangerous menace and was cast down, as appeared in look and 
mien. And as one friend after the other stole off with shadowed brows, they dis- 
missed also the assembled multitudes, every one about his businéss. But when the 


1 For 7d wapdv, 23. 62. 64. 93. offer rd mapwpov. See Com. . 


2 Cod. 64. has a long addition after this verse, but as its contents are in direct conflict with the context it is ob- 
viously a later addition. 


3 Fritzsche receives écou, in place of et cou of the text, rec., from ITI. 28. 44. al 
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Jews heard of what had taken place with the king they praised the interposing God 
and King of kings, having received also this help from him. 
36 But the king again had the feast prepared after the same } manner and summoned 
37 the guests to give themselves up to merriment. And he had Hermon called, and 
said to him, menacingly, How often, thou worst of wretches, must one give thee 
88 orders about the same thing? Arm the elephants now also again, against to-mor- 
39 row, for the destruction of the Jews. But the higher officials who were at table 
40 with him, amazed at his unstable mind, expressed themselves as follows, O king, 
how long dost thou make trial of us, as though we were without sense, since already 
for the third time, thou orderest their destruction and dost again recall thy orders 
41 through a change of purpose, before the matter is executed. On this account the 
city is excited with expectation and filled with sedition, and often, already, has been 
42 in danger of being plundered. The king, in all respects like Phalaris, was hereby 
filled with unreasonableness, and making no account of his change of purpose re- 
specting the deliverance of the Jews, which his mind had undergone, swore an un- 
recallable, though wholly vain oath, determining to send them without delay to 
43 Hades, tortured by the knees and feet of beasts; and he would invade with an army 
Judza, and through fire and sword quickly level it with the ground; and their 
sanctuary, not opened to us, at once destroy from the foundations with fire, and? 
44 the place where they offer sacrifice lay waste for all time. Then the friends and 
higher officials joyfully and confidently withdrew and disposed the troops in the 
45 most appropriate places of the city for guarding it. And the master of the ele- 
phants, having brought the beasts into a state of frenzy, so to speak, by means of 
- potions of perfumed wine mixed with frankincense, and fitted them out with fright- 
46 ful instruments, towards morning, while the city in the direction of the hippodrome 
was already filled with countless multitudes, entered the palace and urged the king 
47 to the matter in hand. And he, his godless mind filled with sore wrath, rushed 
forth accompanied by the whole mass, with the beasts, resolved to gaze with an 
unyielding heart and eager eyes on the painful and wretched destruction of those 
48 before-mentioned. But the Jews, on seeing the clouds of dust made by the ele- 
phants passing out at the gate and by the armed force that followed, as well as the 
49 multitude that accompanied them, and hearing the tumultuous noise, thought that 
this was the last moment of life for them, the end of their woeful anticipation, and 
gave themselves up to lamentation and groans, tenderly kissed. one another, em- 
braced their relatives, falling on their necks, fathers on those of their sons, mothers 
of their daughters, while others held new-born children to their breasts, drawing 
50 the last milk. But, nevertheless, considering also the former deliverances which 
had come to them from heaven, they prostrated themselves with one accord and 
removing the infants from the breasts, cried out with a very great cry, beseeching 
the Lord of all power through a manifestation of himself to show them mercy, who 
stood already at the gates ot Hades. 


1 [ follow III. 19. 55., to¥s abrovs, the common text having rovtovs Tovs. 

2 Fritzsche, with ILI. 28. 44. 55. 74. Co. Ald., omits this connective. Codd. IIT. 55. 74., with Co., omit also the fol- 
lowing épynuov, which might give the sense that he would light the torch for destroying the temple, from the fire at 
the altar. Both the order of words and the thought are against the genuineness of the text in this form. 


CHAPTER V. 


Ver. 2. Against the coming day. ‘fz, like ' expression is extremely artificial, and a good spec- 
the Latin sub with the accusative of time, means imen of our author's striving for mere effect. 
close upon, towards. Cf, Acts v. 21.— Five hun- Ver. 4. There is little doubt that the word 
dred in number. The number is doubtless ex- |‘ Hermon” should be left out, as a gloss. The 
aggerated. Ptolemy II. Philadelphus had but reading of the Syriac, with Cod. 19., and others, 
three hundred at the end of his reign, while Ptol- which distinguishes Hermon from the commander 

_emy Philopator had but seventy-three in the bat- of the elephants, must be regarded as simply an 
tle of Raphia.— Having been maddened. ‘The effort to- justify the presence of the former word 
stimulating effects of frankincense are spoken of in the text. 
also by Pliny and Dioscorides. When given in too | Ver. 5. Bound the hands. According toiii. 25, 
large doses it produced temporary madness. Ac- | they had already been bound “ hand and foot.” At 
cording to ver. 43 this drug was dissolved and iv. 9, on the contrary nothing is said of the hands 
mixed with wine. —To settle the fate, mpds cv-|being bound. But it is scarcely credible that up 
vaytnow Tod wdpov. Lit., to meet the fate. The | to this time the hands had been left free, since 
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they would have been able, in that case, to release 
themselves from their confinement entirely. — At 
night, Zvvxov. To place a comma before this 
word, as is done in the common text, is to intro- 
duce confusion into the narrative. It must then 
be translated, That total destruction would overtake 
the race at night, while the destruction had been 
planned for the following day. 

Ver. 7. Merciful God and Father. The title 
“Father” is also given to God in Tob. xiii. 4; 
Wisdom xi. 10, 

Ver. 8. Extraordinary manifestations. Some- 
thing supernatural is meant. Cf. 2 Mace. ii. 21. 

Ver. 11. Some would connect the words é 
vurrt, etc., with xaddy (Gaab, Scholz), but it is 
better to join them to émPardAduevor, not beautiful 
by night and day, but sent by night and day. Gxo- 
tius, on the other hand, followed by Cotton, would 
connect only év vurrt with kaddv, while joining 
fiuépa with the following verb, good in the night, but 
now sent in the day. But this would be to ignore 
the fact, that the two words are connected by kat, 
and should have same construction. 

Ver. 14. The tenth hour. The Babylonian 
way of reckoning time is here referred to. The 
tenth hour would be our fourth in the afternoon. 
The king had slept until this time, and as it was 
now the appointed hour for his principal daily 
meal, it was not to be expected that the slaughter 
of the Jews would take place until another day. 

Ver. 15. Already past. The usual hour for 
the meal was three o’clock.— Concerning the 
matter, rep) rovrwy. Grotius thinks the guests 
are referred to. Others suppose that the matter 
of the destruction of the Jews is especially meant. 
But it is probable that as this particular person 
had only the matter of feast in charge, it was con- 
cerning the feast in general that he made this re- 

ort. . 
; Ver. 17. Td rapdy ris cuumoctas em) woAd yepai- 
pomevous eis evppocvyynv Karabécba pépos.  Gaab 
would translate: Yo regard the present feast, by 
which they were much honored, as (in the line of) a 
pleasure. But it seems better to join pépos di- 
rectly with rd mapdy,»the present sharing (in the 
feast), or sharing in the present (feast). Meanwhile, 
the reading mdpwpov (out of season, late), for mapdy, 
has considerable support, which would give the 
sense, that although they had a share at so late an 
hour, in the feast, they should not let that inter- 
fere with their merriment. ; 

Ver. 20. Phalaris. He was a tyrant of Agri- 
gent in the 6th century before Christ. His harsh- 
ness was proverbial. Cicero (Ad Alt., vii. 12) 
uses the epithet gadapiouds. Cf. also, Polyb., 
xii. 25, 

Ver. 23. The great colonnade. Some partic- 
ular and formerly well-known place in Alexan- 
dria, as is probable, but it is now unknown. 

Ver. 28. Something similar is related of the 
Roman emperor, Claudius. His wife, Messalina, 
having been murdered by him, he asked shortly 
afterwards, why she did not appear at table ; oth- 
ers, also, whom he had condemned to death, he 
missed and inquired for on the following day. 

Ver, 31. It is noticed by Cotton, that this speech 
cf Ptolemy could, with a little emendation, be put 
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into trimeter Iambics. Ewald thinks it may be 
a reminiscence from some dramatist. 

Ver. 39. Svyyevets. Here not “ relatives,” -as 
usually translated, but the higher officials at court. 

Ver. 40. Auameipd¢ev. Used instead of the 
usual Siarepav. It is found, elsewhere, only in 
Jos., Antig., xv. 4, § 2. : 

Ver. 41. The reading éxAcira for éxAet seems 
to be required. The latter makes no sense. — 
Sedition. The revolutionary character of the 
Alexandrian people in ancient times is well 
known. 

Ver. 42. 'Emoxomhy tav “lovdalwy, deliverance 
of the Jews. The word belongs only to Biblical 
and ecclesiastical Greek. It signifies, first, over- 
sight, investigation (generally on the part of God, 
Ecclus. xvi. 18; Wisd. iii. 13) as ground for fur- 
ther treatment, which corresponds to what is 
found to be one’s deserts. — By the knees. These 
words have given some difficulty. But Cotton re- 
marks that “each word has an intended and dis- 
tinct meaning; and that the author was acquainted 
with the habits of the animals which he is describ- 
ing. Bochart (Hierozoic., i., p. 261), commenting 
on this passage, mentions that it was customary 
with elephants trained for war to use both their 
knees and feet for treading down and crushing 
their enemies and refers to Alian’s History of Ani- 
mals (viii. 10) for confirmation of his remark..... 
And Hirtius (De Bello Africano, § 72) relating the~ 
bravery of a soldier who was attacked by an ele- 
phant uses the following words: ‘ Quum elephantus 
vulnere ictus — in lixam inermem impetum fecisset, 
eumque sub pede subditum, deinde genu innixus pon- 
dere suo — premeret et enecaret.’’ 

Ver. 43. Level it with the ground, 2. e., its 
dwellings. — And their sanctuary not opened 
to us, kal tov &8aTov abrayv juiv vady. The 
writer here changes to the direct address. Gaab, 
and some others, would make “us” refer to the 
writer, including the Jews in general, who were 
not permitted to enter the vady, ¢. e., the “holy of 
holies.” But it seems better to understand it as 
meaning the king. 

Ver. 44. Confidently. They were confident~ 
that now, at last, the order for the destruction of 
the Jews would be really executed. — Appropri- 
ate places of the city. It is likely that the 
streets and passages leading to the hippodrome 
are referred to. 

Ver. 45. Frightful instruments. These were, 
probably, instruments made of iron, or steel, which 
were fastened to different parts of the bodies of 
the animals, in order to render them still more 
formidable than they would be in their natural 
state. 

Ver. 47. Tavt) rG Bdper. Some would trans- 
late, by the entire army. But in that case some ad- 
ditional word as tod crparod might have been ex- 
pected. Others render with still less propriety, 
by the whole weight of his indignation. Again, 
Cotton gives the words the impossible meaning, 
by all his retinue. The true meaning seems to 
be, by the whole mass, i. e., of, elephants, soldiers, 
and citizens, the elephants as forming the most 
noticeable and imposing part, being especially 
mentioned, \ 
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CHaptTer VI. 


AyD one Eleazer, a man eminent among the priests of the country, who had 
already attained to great age and whose life was adorned with every virtue, bade 
the elders around him cease calling on the holy God, and prayed himself in this 
manner: O wide-ruling king, most high, almighty God, who dost govern the whole 
creation in mercy, look, O Father, upon the seed of Abraham, the children of the 
sanctified Jacob, the people that is thy sanctified portion, who as strangers unjustly 
perish in a strange land. Thou didst destroy Pharaoh, once ruler of this very 
Egypt, rich in chariots of war, who was lifted up with lawless impudence and a 
boastful tongue, drowning him, together with his insolent army, in the sea, and so 
caused a light of mercy to appear for the race of Israel. Thou,’ Lord, didst break 
in pieces Sennacherim, mighty king of Assyria, who, proud of his innumerable 
forces, had already with the spear subdued the whole land and lifted up himself 
against thy holy city speaking mighty words, in boasting and impudence, and didst 
show forth thy might to many nations. Thou didst deliver in Babylon, unhurt 
even to a hair, the three companions, who voluntarily gave their lives to the fire, 
rather than serve the vain things, shedding a dew upon the glowing furnace, while 
turning the flame against all their adversaries. Thou didst restore Daniel unhurt 
to the light, when through envious calumnies he was thrown, as a prey for beasts, 
to the lions underground, And thou, O Father, didst suffer Jonah to be seen by 
all his own again, unharmed, who was about to perish, without mercy, in the belly 
of a monster bred in the deep. And now, thou, who dost hate insolence, who art 
abundant in mercy, Protector of the universe, manifest thyself quickly to them of 
Israel’s race, who are insolently treated by abominable, lawless heathen. And if 
our life, in consequence of our sojourn in a strange land, has become ensnared in 
ungodliness, yet deliver us from the hand of the enemy, though thou destroy us, O 
Lord, by such death as thou mayest choose. Let not the vain-minded bless their 
idols over the destruction of thy beloved, while they say, Even their God did not de- 
liver them. But do thou, O eternal One, who hast all strength and all dominion, now 
behold! Pity us, who, by the senseless insolence of the lawless, are to be deprived 
of ? life like traitors. And make the heathen afraid to-day, through thy invincible 
power, O thou revered One, using thy power for the salvation of the race of Jacob. 
The whole company of children, with their parents, make supplication to thee with 
tears. Show to all the heathen that thou, O Lord, art with us, and hast not turned 
away thy face from us; but, as thou hast said that thou wouldest overlook them, 
not even when they were in the land of their enemies, so fulfill it, O Lord. 

Now, just as Eleazer had ended his prayer, the king came up to the hippodrome 
with the beasts and the whole tumultuous force. And the Jews, on seeing it, cried 
aloud to heaven, so that, since also the adjacent valleys echoed back the cry, it 
awakened in the whole army an uncontrollable lamentation. ‘Then the most glo- 
rious, almighty, and true God showed his holy countenance, and opened the gates of 
heaven, from which two angels, glorious and terrible, descended, in the sight of all 
except the Jews; and they confronted them and filled the hostile army with confu- 
sion and dread, and bound them with immovable fetters. And the person of the 
king, also, was struck through with horror, and oblivion took the place of his angry 
defiance. And the beasts turned upon the armed forces that followed, and trod upon 
them, and destroyed them. And the king’s wrath was changed to lamentation and 
tears over that which he had before devised. For on hearing the cry and seeing all 
plunged in destruction he, weeping with rage, violently threatened his friends, and 
said, You have usurped to yourselves kingly power and exceeded tyrants in cruelty, 
and even me, your benefactor, you are endeavoring already to deprive of authority 
and life, by secretly devising measures injurious to the kingdom. Who has fool- 
ishly collected together here, removing every one from their homes, all these peo- 


1 Fritzsche receives ov before déorora from IIT. 23. 55. 74. Co. Ald., which is omitted in the common text. It might 
have fallen out in consequence of the fact that the preceding syllable is vec. re 

2 Codd. IIT. 19. 44 55. 62. 64. 74. 93., with Co. Ald. have mediorapevous, for peOoravopévous of the text. rec., and it is 
adopted by Fritzsche. 
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26 ple, who loyally defended the fortresses of our country ? 
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Who has so utterly 


given up to wicked abuse those, who, from the first, have surpassed in every re- 
spect all nations in their good will towards us, and have often undergone the great- 


27 est perils possible to men ? 


Loose, loose entirely the unjust bonds ! Let them go 


in peace to their homes, while asking forgiveness for what has been already done. 

28 Set free the sons of the almighty, heavenly, living God, who from the time of our 
forefathers until now, has vouchsafed to our affairs uninterrupted prosperity and 

29 glory. So then he spoke; and they, being in a moment released, blessed God, 
their holy Deliverer, having just escaped death. ze 

30 Thereupon the king returned to the city, summoned to his presence the minister of 
finance, and commanded him to provide for the Jews as well wine as everything else 
that might be needful for a feast of seven days, having determined that in the very 
place where they expected to meet their destruction, they should celebrate, with 


31 all joy, their deliverance. 


Then they who were before the most despised and were 


near to Hades, or rather, had entered into it, instead of suffering a bitter and pain- 
ful death, celebrated a festival of deliverance and, full of joy, divided the place pre- 
82 pared for their fall and burial, among themselves as space for banqueting. And they 
ceased from their doleful strain of lamentation and took up a song of their father- 
land, and praised the wonder-working God, their Saviour ; all groaning and wailing 
33 they put away and instituted dances in token of peaceful joy. And in like manner, 
also, the king assembled for this reason a great number of guests to his table, and 
made solemn acknowledgments unceasingly to heaven for the wonderful deliverance 


84 which had come to himself. 


And they who before had supposed they would be de- 


stroyed and be a prey for birds, and,! with joy, had registered them, groaned aloud, 
and were covered with shame respecting themselves, and their boldness which had 
35 raged like fire, was ingloriously quenched. The Jews, however, as we have already 
said, having instituted the before-mentioned dance, spent their time in banqueting, 


86 amidst joyful thanksgiving and psalms. 


And they made a public ordinance touch- 


ing these matters and decreed for all the time of their sojourn among strangers 
from generation to generation, that the before-mentioned days should be celebrated 
as days of festivity, not for the sake of drinking and feasting, but because of the 


37 deliverance that had come to them through God. 
38 with the request, that they might be dismissed to their homes. 


And they applied to the king 
The registering 


39 
40 


41 


now, was going on from the twenty-fifth of Pachon to the fourth of Epiphi, during 
forty days; and their destruction determined upon, from the fifth to the seventh of 
Epiphi, during three days; in which, also, the Ruler of all gloriously manifested 
his mercy and delivered them one and all unhurt. And they feasted, being pro- 
vided with everything by the king, until the fourteenth day and then made request 
for their dismissal. And the king praised them, and wrote for them to all the 
commanders in the cities the letter subjoined, setting forth in a generous manner 
his serious purpose. 


1 This connective is not found in the text. rec., but is received by Fritzsche from III. 55. 62. 74. Co, Ald. 


CHAPTER 


Ver.1. Eleazer. Grimm, with others, sup- 
poses that this name was selected with reference 
to the Eleazer of 2 Mace. vi. 18.— Among the 
priests. It is not impossible that they were 
those who officiated in the temple at Leontopolis. 
Cease calling. These elders may have been 
those who stood at the head of the Jewish com- 
munity in Alexandria. It is probable that the 
writer was led to this most unnatural representa- 
tion by the idea that the prayer of a priest, under 
es circumstances, would be more likely to pre- 
yail. 

Ver. 2. This prayer of Eleazer is composed in 
poetic measure, and Cotton has put itin the form 
of blank verse : 


‘Monarch most powerful! highest, mightiest God! 
Whose mercies all creation ever guide — 





VI. 


Lo! Abraham’s seed —lo! Jacob’s sacred race — 
Thy sanctified inheritance — thy lot — 
What wrongs we suffer in a stranger-land.” 


Cf. Five Books, Introd., p. xl. 

Ver. 4. WovrdéBpoxos, drowned in the sea. This 
word has been nowhere else found, but in Grimm’s 
opinion was taken from some poet. It is com- 
pounded of méyros and Bpéxe. 

Ver, 5. Mighty, apts, i.e., one able to do much, 
mighty, powerful. It was used in Homer for 
strength only in a physical sense, in Polybius, also, 
in a moral sense. ; 

Ver. 6. In the apocryphal additions to the 
third chapter of Daniel, the so-called “Song of 
the Three Children,” ver. 27, we read: ‘ And 
made the midst of the furnace as though a wind of 
dew had gone hissing through it.’ The fact that 


—_— 
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these additions to: Daniel were known to our au- 
thor is worthy of notice. The latter, however, 
seems not to have been particular to follow au- 
thorities. He represents, for instance, that all 
the enemies of the “three companions” were de- 
stroyed by the flame. In Dan. iii. 22, we read 
on the contrary: “ The flame of the fire slew those 
men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego.” 

Ver. 8. It is noticeable that here, too, we have 
kftos as the translation of the Hebrew oyna 7; 


4 
great fish, us in the LXX. at: Jonah ii. 1. This 
verse tells us something about Jonah, namely, 
that he was afterwards seen by his family friends, 
of which the canonical books say nothing. It is 
doubtless to be taken as a gratuitous inference 
of the writer, or, at least, of some writer of the 
later period. According to Cotton (Five Books, 
p- 31), in the apocryphal epistle of St. Paul to the 
Corinthians, preserved in the Armenian church, 
and translated from that language into English 
by Lord Byron, there is found this phrase expres- 
sive of Jonah’s complete preservation: “ Neither 
was any part of his body corrupted ; neither was 
his eyebrow bent down.” 

Ver.10. The idea is: “Do not punish us for 
any supposable offenses, by making us the prey 
of these wretched heathen, but in any other way 
thou mayest choose.” Cf. 2 Sam. xxiv. 14. —’Ev- 
éxxntat, become ensnared. The idea of the decep- 
tiveness and slavery of sin seems to be involved. 

Ver. 11. Their God did not deliver. See 
the similar words of Rabshakeh at 2 Kings xviii. 
and Is. xxxvi. to which, also, allusion may here 
be made. 


Ver. 15. As thou hast said. Cf. Lev. xxvi. 
44 in the LXX. 

Ver. 17. The narrative at this point is quite 
incredible. 


Ver. 18. All except the Jews. Grotius makes 
the comment :. “ Noluit enim satis territos Judeos 
terreri insuper horribili conspectu.” Cf. Dan. x. 7; 
Acts ix. 7; xxii. 6-9. 

Ver. 19. Immovable fetters. 
enchained by the awful vision. 

Ver. 24. TapaBaciredere. Lit., to reign along- 
sidé of, and then, to usurp the kingly prerogative. 

Ver, 25. Loyally defended. At iii. 24 his 
language respecting the Jews was quite different. 
Josephus (Antig., xii. 1) mentions a somewhat 
similar instance in which it is said of Ptolemy 
Lagus: “And as he knew that the people of 


The army was 





Jerusalem were most faithful in the observance of 
oaths and covenants, and this, from the answer 
they made to Alexander when he sent an embas- 
sage to them after he had beaten Darius in battle, 
so he distributed many of them into garrisons, 
and at Alexandria gave them equally the privi- 
lege of citizens with the Macedonians themselves, 
and required them to take their oaths that they 
would remain faithful to the posterity of those who 
had committed these places to their cave.” 

Ver. 29. Ina moment, éy dpepe? xpévy. This 
must be looked upon as an exaggeration, consid- 
ering the manner in which they had been bound. 
Cf. iv. 20 f. 

Ver. 31. Or rather had entered into it. Lit., 
or rather had walked upon it,i.e., the soil of the 
underworld. — Kééwv. The first meaning is a 
goblet, and then, a feast. Cf. rérov cwrnpiov, at 
vii. 18. —Tédmov kAtolus Kateweploavro. ‘The last 
word is so read by III. 19. 23. 62. 74. 93. Co., and 
it is adopted by Fritzsche. ‘The common text has 
kateuepicav. For the second word III. 23. have 
kduolas. Adopting the former, the rendering would 
be, “ They divided among themselves the spot for 
eating places.” Cf. Luke ix. 14, where tAiola is 
given the sense of “company” in the A. V.; 
and Cotton renders here: “ And parted the place 
which had been prepared for their fall and funeral 
into several tents (or companies) being filled with 
gladness.” 

Ver. 32. A song of the fatherland. It was, 
probably, the 136th Ps. From 1 Chron. xvi. 41; 
2 Chron. v. 13; vii. 83; Ezra iii. 11, we learn that 
this was the usual hymn of thanksgiving. 

Ver. 33. Deliverance which had come to 
himself. It may refer to his escape from the en- 
raged elephants, or, as others suppose, to the fact 
that he was delivered from the danger of com- 
mitting so great a wrong as the destruction of the 
Jews would have been. 

Ver. 34. A prey for birds. Cf. Gen. xl. 19; 
Ezek. xxxix. 4; 2 Mace. ix. 15. 

Ver. 36. Not for the sake of drinking and 
feasting. One of the old English translations 
(1550) renders, “ Not to bib and to bowl in, for 
gluttony.” Cf. Cotton. 

Ver. 38. ‘The names of the months here given, 
Pachon and Epiphi, were those in use in Alexan- 
dria, and correspond, respectively, to April 26- 
May 25, and June 25-July 24. The Egyptian 
month haying just thirty days, the time from the 
25th of Pachon to the fourth of Epiphi would be 
forty days. 





Cuapter VII. 


1 Kuve Ptolemy Philopator to the commanders throughout Egypt, and to all who 


2 hold public offices, 
3 well, the great God 
having out of ill-will earnestly 


joy and health. And we ourselves, also, and our children are 
having directed our affairs as we wish. 
pressed the matter upon us, persuaded us to collect 


Certain of our friends, 


together the Jews of the kingdom in a body, and to inflict upon them extraordinary 


punishments as traitors, giving out 


affairs would never ? be in a prosperous state, 
5 these people cherished towards every other nation. 
in chains, with ill treatment, as though they were slaves, or rather 


1 Fritzsche adopts rpodepdpevor from IIT. 62. 93. Co. 


1 that, until this should be accomplished, our 


on account of the malevolence which 
They also brought them here 
as though they 


Ald. (cf. ver. 11), for mpoopepdmevor of the common text. 


2 Instead of uijmore of the common text, pndémore is adopted by Grimm and Fritzsche from III. 19. 62. 93. 
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were traitors, and undertook to destroy them without any examination or inquiry, 
6 having put on a cruelty more barbarous than that practiced by Scythians.. But we 
severely threatened them for this, and reluctantly gave them their lives, in har- 
mony with the feeling of clemency which we cherish towards all men, and recog- 
nizing that the God of Heaven has kept the Jews safely, and has always fought for 
7 them! as a father for his sons, also calling to mind the firm and true good will which 
they have cherished towards us and our ancestors, we have in justice acquitted 
8 them of every charge of whatever sort. And we have enjoined upon every one to 
let them all return to their own, to injure them in no place whatever, and not, as 
9 would be unjust, to revile them over what. has taken place. For know, that if we 
should devise any evil against them, or injure them at all, we should have in the 
‘ future as enemy, not a man, but the highest God, Lord of all power, and an aven- 
ger against the state, from whom any escape would be impossible. Farewell ! 

10 But onreceiving this letter, they did not hasten at once to make preparation for 
departure, but requested besides of the king, that those of the Jewish race, who 
had voluntarily apostatized from the holy God and from the law of God, might re- 

11 ceive, through them, deserved punishment, declaring that those who had trans- 

ressed the divine commandments for the belly’s sake would also never be well dis- 

12 posed towards the affairs of the king. And he admitted that they spoke the truth, 
and praising them he gave them liberty in all respects, to the extent that they 
might destroy, utterly and boldly, the apostates from the law of God in every place 

13 within his royal domain without special royal authority or oversight. Then their 
priests made him their acknowledgments, as was becoming, and the entire people, 

14 taking up the Hallelujah, departed with joy. And thus? they punished and put to 
death, ignominiously, every one of their fellow countrymen falling in their way, 

15 who was of the number of those who had defiled themselves. And on that day 
they slew more than three hundred men, and kept it as a joyous festival, having 

16 overcome the profane ones. But they themselves who had held fast to God unto 
death, experienced the full enjoyment of deliverance, and departed from the city 
crowned with garlands of all kinds of sweet-scented flowers, amidst jubilation and 
shouts, giving thanks in songs of praise and melodious hymns to the eternal God of 
their fathers, Deliverer of Israel. 

17. And on reaching Ptolemais, called on account of the peculiarity of the place, the 
rose-bearing, where also the transports, according to their common wish, waited for 

18 them seven days, they made there a feast of deliverance, since the king had wil- 
lingly supplied them, each one, with all the things needful for the journey until they 

19 arrived at their own homes. And having landed in peace, with the fitting thanks- 
givings, they resolved in like manner there, also, to celebrate these days as festival 

20 days, for the time of their sojourn in a strange land. They also declared the same, 
on a monument at the place of the feast, to be sacred, and erected a house of 
prayer, and departed unharmed, free, overjoyed, each to his own home, preserved 

21 over land, and sea, and river, by the king’s command. And they had greater au- 
thority than before among their enemies, with honor and fear, and they were de- 

22 spoiled by no one at all of their property. And they all received all that was theirs, 
according to inventory, so that those who had any part of it, surrendered it to them 
with the greatest fear, because the greatest God wrought wonders until their deliy- 

23 erance was complete. Blessed be the Deliverer of Israel forever. Amen. 


1 Fritzsche adopts cvppaxovvra from IIT. 23. 44. 55. 71. 74. Co. Ald. Grimm dissents, holding that it would misrepre- 
sent the position of the Jews, which was not at all one of resistance. But this had not always been the case. And 
the word may also have the general sense of aided, succored, 

2 Otrws, as 28. 44. 55. T1. 74. Ald. ; teat. rec., Tore. 


Cuaprrer VIL 


Ver.2. And ourchildren. Ifthe events nar-| Ver. 3. Extraordinary punishments. Cf. iy. 
rated fell in the year B, c. 217 or 216, as they | 4. 
would if the book relate what is historical, Ptol-| Ver.4. With regard to the charge here made 
emy had no child. Subsequently he had a son, against the Jews, Grimm cites among others 
Ptolemy V. Epiphanes, by his sister, Arsinoé, who Tacitus, Hist., v. 5,2; Dio Cass., xlix. 22; Phil- 
also was his wife, and this child was five years old | ostr., Apoll., y. 33; Josephus, Against Ap., ii. 10 
at the death of his father, B. c. 203. 14; the LXX.at Esth. iii. 15; and 1 Thess. ii. 15. 


———_---”  —_ 
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Ver. 5. Thesword éumopreiy means to fasten 
with a buckle, referring to the garment usually 
worn in the East, which was so fastened on the 
shoulder. The king would say that these people 
were clothed in crueliy. 

Ver. 6. Threatened them, 7. e., the enemies 
of the Jews, not the latter themselves, as Grotius 
supposes. 

Ver. 7. Firm and true goodwill. Grotius’ 
conjecture, rod pvAov, for Tod PiAov would require 
the rendering: The trustiness (steadfast goodwill) 
of the nation, which they have had for us. 

Ver. 8. In no place. In no place which they 
might pass through on their return. 

Ver. 9. 7Em’ éxduchoet tay mpayudtay. Giving 
the last word the meaning which it commonly 
bears in the present book, the sense is, for taking 
vengeance in public affairs, i. e., on the State. 
Others render: “For taking vengeance on account 
of such actions.” 

Ver. 10. The force of the preposition in rpoon- 
tlwoay is not to be overlooked. They asked this in 
addition to what the king had already granted them 
of his own accord. — Voluntarily. There were 
those who had done this because of the popular hos- 
tility and the threatening of death ; but it was still 
voluntary (cf. ii. 27-31). They might have stood 
firm as the majority had done. — Deserved pun- 
ishment. Cf. Deut. xiii. 6 ff. In the later peri- 
ods of their history the Jews were obliged to seek 
permission from their foreign rulers to execute 
their own laws in this particular. Cf. Esth. viii. 
8-11 ; John xviii. 31. 

Ver. 11. Well disposed. Grotius refers to 
the act of Constantius Chlorus, father of the em- 
peror Constantine. Wishing to test the fidelity of 
his officers, and their loyalty to good principles, 








he threatened them all with the loss of their posi- 
tions, if they did not renounce Christianity. Some 
gave up their religious opinions, while others held 
theirs fast. Constantius dismissed, however, only 
the former, with the remark, that those who had so 
readily consented to renounce their God were not 
likely to be faithful to the king. A similar act 
of Antiochus the Great is recorded by Josephus, 
Antiq., xii. 38, § 3. 

Ver. 17. Ptolemais. This was probably an 
anchoring place on the Nile, in Central Egypt, be- 
tween Arsinoé aud Heracleopolis on the northern 
shore of the so-called Joseph’s Canal, the present 
kl Lahotin. Cf. Winer, Realwérterbuch, s. v., and 
the article “ Rose.” 

Ver. 18. The detention of the transports, and 
the great superfluity of provisions given by the 
king, as here represented, can only be regarded as 
inventions of the author, whatever possible basis 
of modest fact they may have had originally. 

Ver. 20, I have adopted, with Gaab, Grimm, 
and others, the reading mpocevxjv (as 19. 93.), @ 
house of prayer, a synagogue. Others translate : 
“ They also declared on a pillar these days for 
sacred and erected a synagogue on the place of 
the feast” (Gaunb). Others: “ They sanctified 
the same thereby, that they erected, with prayer, on 
the place of the feast a pillar” (Gutmann). Cot- 
ton: “ Which also having consecrated (to that use) 
by setting up a pillar and an oratory in the place of 
their festive solemnity.” — And sea. There was 
no sea to cross in Egypt, and the author was prob- 
ably betrayed into this inconsistency by his strain- 
ing after effect. : 

Ver. 22. According toinventory. Cf. iv. 14. 
It was certainly a miracle, if the Egyptians gave 
back these things in the manner stated. 





THE FOURTH BOOK OF MACCABEES. 


Wirn a view to something like completeness, there might be added at this point a few words re- 


specting the so-called 
already said, page 473. 
bean history, but simply 
purpose of illustration. 


though, in form and style, sometimes approaching the character of an oration, or a “sermon, 
inclined to call it (so, also, Freudenthal, in his monograph 
The theme is announced at i. 13: “ The question, then, which we have now to deter- 
be complete master of the Passions.” The author himself divides his 


Ewald (Geschichte d. Volk. Is., p. 556) is 
on the work). 
mine is, whether the Reason 


Fourth and Fifth Books of the Maccabees, in addition to what has been 
The former, as we have before noticed, has no connection with the Macca- 
makes use of a few incidents contained in 2 Mace. (vi. 18-vii. 41) for the 
The book is really a philosophical treatise on the Supremacy of Reason, 


»” as 


work into two principal parts (i. 12), addressing himself, first, to the argument, and then, secondly, 
supporting the same by reference to certain supposed facts of history. But this division holds true 
only as it respects the general drift of the work, since, in detail, the historical and argumentative are 


everywhere more or less commingled. 


j. 1-12, forming a kind of introduction to the whole. 


The first part extends from chap. i. 13 to chap. ili. 19, chap. 


The second part includes chaps. iii. 19—xvili. 


2, the remaining portion of chap. xviii. being, as is generally admitted, an addition by another 


hand. 


The Greek of 4 Mace. is essentially the same as that of 2 and 3 Macc., although not so rhetorically 
written as the latter. The style is superior to either of these works in its uniformity, and its arrange- 
ment of sentences is generally natural, simple, and well proportioned. There are but few signs of 


a Hebraizing influence, but the proper names are 
but two exceptions to this rule, 


in the words for “ Jerusalem ” 


generally viven in their Hebrew form. There are 


and “ Eleazer.”” And this is the 


more noticeable, since Josephus, to whom this work was formerly imputed, everywhere gives to such 


proper names Greek endings. 
sages (il. 


5,19; xvii. 19); still, it would appear that 


A coloring received from the LXX. is observable only in a few pas- 


the edition used contained the apocryphal ad- 


ditions (cf. xvi. 8, where he gives the Hebrew, instead of the Chaldaic, names of the three youth, 


in harmony with the Add. to Dan.). 


The authorship of 4 Mace., as we have said, was commonly ascribed to Josephus, in the early 
times, and so, too, in many more recent editions of the LXX. (as that of Strasburg, 1526, Basel, 


1545, Frankfort, 1597, and several later ones), 


and of Josephus’ works. 


So Eusebius (Z. L., iii. 10, 
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6), and Jerome (Catal. Script. Eccles., s. v. “ Josephus,” or De Vir. Til., xiii. ; Adv, Pelag., ii.) and 
Suidas (s. v. “ Josephus”’) ; but the oldest Codd. which contain it simply name it the Fourth Book 
of Maccabees (II1:, MaxraBalwy A.). That the book could never have been written by Josephus is 
evident from several reasons: such as the great difference of language and style from those of his 
well-known writings ; its absurd historical combinations (iv. 5, 26, v. 1), of which he could not well 
have been guilty ; the fact that the sources from which our book evidently draws seem to have been 
unknown to Josephus. At least, he nowhere shows any acquaintance with 2 Mace., or the work of 
Jason. -Moreover, he could not have been expected to give to any work of his that purely Alex- 
andrian coloring which appears throughout in the present one. It is likely, therefore, as Ewald con- 
jectured, that the error of imputing it to him arose from an old tradition which named some Joseph 
(‘Idonmos) as its author; or, possibly, because it was thought that it formed a fitting supplement to 
the works of Josephus. 

As it respects the time of composition, while it cannot be determined with exactness, there are 
certain well-defined limits within which it will be tolerably safe to fix its origin. It must have been 
written after 2 Macc., which it uses so freely, and before the destruction of Jerusalem by the 
Romans, to which not the slightest allusion is made. Again, at xiv. 9 (ver. 7 of Cotton’s trans.), 
the writer says of the sufferings of the martyrs under Antiochus Epiphanes, “ Now we, on hearing 
of the affliction of these youth, are struck with horror” (pplrrouev), which implies that the Jews of 
Egypt were at this time in a state of comparative peace. And, hence, we cannot think of a period 
so late as that of Caligula (B. c. 39,40). Still further, from iv. 1, where it is said that Onias was 
holding the high priesthood for life (3: lov), it may be inferred that the author lived in a time 
when this had ceased to be the case, as was true after the overthrow of the Hasmonszan dynasty. 
In a period of one hundred and eight years, there were no less than twenty-eight high priests (cf. 
Josephus, Antig., xviii. 2, § 2, xx. 10). We may, then, with reasonable confidence, fix upon the first 
century before Christ as the period in which our book appeared, and, perhaps more definitely, upon 
a point somewhere near the middle of it. : 

The object of the book is clearly to stimulate and encourage the Jews to remain stedfast. in their 
adherence to the Mosaic law, in the midst of great temptations to forsake it. These temptations 
were not simply those of a prudential kind, but concerned the very substance of their ancestral 
faith, which, in this brilliant literary capital, was brought in contact with the most refined and se- 
ductive forms of the ruling philosophies. This is most evident from the nature of the argument 
itself, made use of by the author. He, in fact, adopts and applies, as far as he thinks that he can do 
so to advantage, the principles of the Stoical philosophy. But he remains none the less loyal to 
Judaism. ‘The realization of the Stoic’s ideal man he is able to find only in obedience to the Mosaic 
law (i. 15-18). Human reason is, after all, not sufficient for all occasions and purposes (vy. 21, 23; 
x. 18). 

In one respect, his teaching is peculiar. He seems to represent that the pains of martyrs are vi- 
carious. At vi. 27 (Fritzsche’s text) he says: “ Thou knowest, O God, that whereas I might have 
saved myself, I am dying with fiery torments for the law’s sake. Therefore be merciful to thy na- 
tion, being satisfied with the punishment suffered by me for them.” He represents, further, — 
more in harmony with the Book of Wisdom than with 2 Mace. — the eternal existence of all souls, 
both good and bad, while he does not appear to expect the resurrection of the body. This is the 
more remarkable in view of the fact that this doctrine is so emphatically set forth in those very pas- 
sages of 2 Macc. which he uses for the purpose of illustration. He does, indeed, make allusion (xviii. 
17) to the passage in Ezek. xvii. 1-10, but only in the way of accommodation along with other pas- 
sages and, as it would appear, simply in reference to the life in another state of existence. (Cf. Bret- 
schneider, Dogmatik d. Apok., pp. 314-317.) In other respects, his eschatology essentially agrees 
with that of the Book of Wisdom. The virtuous, by whom he means those who have proved faithful 
to the law of Moses, will enjoy eternal blessedness in the company of one another and of God (v. 36, 
ix. 8, xii. 14, xvii. 4), while the wicked will suffer fiery and unending torments after the death of the 
‘body (ix. 9, x. 15, xii. 14, all cited according to Fritzsche’s text). - 

The best editions of the works of Josephus have furnished, until the appearance of Fritzsche’s 

Libri Apocryphi V. T. Grece, also the best text of our book (Ittig, Lips., 1691, fol.; Hudson, Oxon., 
1720, 2 vols. fol.; Havercamp, Amst., 1726, 2 vols. fol.; Oberthiir, Lips., 1782-85, 3 vols. 8vo; 
Richter, Lips., 1826-27, 6 vols. 12mo; Dindorf, Paris, 1845-47, 2 vols. 8vo; Tauchnitz, Lips. 1850, 
‘6 vols. 16mo; Bekker, Lips. 1855-56, 6 vols. 8vo). Of these editions, that of Bekker presents the 
text in a form most in harmony with the oldest Greek MSS. There are extant something like thirty 
Codd. of 4 Macc., thirteen of which are found at Paris. Fritzsche has made use of all the more im- 
portant of these, including III. and X., in the preparation of his text, and given with sufficient full- 
ness, in his critical apparatus, the various readings. 





THE FIFTH BOOK OF MACCABKEES. 


Very little has been done by scholars hitherto, in the way of investigating the contents and deter- 
mining the historical and critical value of 5 Maccabees, or, as it is otherwise known, Historia Mae- 
cabeoium Arabica. Its first appearance in print was in the Arabic language and in the Paris Poly- 
glot (1645). Subsequently, it was copied into the London Polyglot (1657). And although the 
editors of these works give no information respecting the MS. sources from which it was derived, 
this text continues to be the one on which reliance must be placed. In both Polyglots the Arabic 
text is accompanied by a Latin translation, which was made by Gabriel Sionita. A French version, 
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also, appears as’an appendix in the Bible of De Sacy, and one of chaps. xx.-xxvi., in Calmet. Cot- 
ton renders from the Latin (Five Books, pp. 277-446), and has taken care to adhere as closely as pos- 
sible * his copy, “ lest a translation of a translation should be found to have wholly lost sight of the 
original. 

There is no Syriac version of the work, as is falsely asserted by Cotton (p. xxx.), who appears to 
have been misled by the Preface to the Arabic version as it appears in the Polyglots. 

The book purports to be a history of the Jews from the time of Heliodorus’ attempt to rob the 
temple (c. B. C. 186) to about B. ©. 6. But while of some importance for purposes of comparison, it 
has not the value of an independent history of this interesting period. It is obviously a compilation, 
and as has been generally supposed, was originally written in the Hebrew language. “This is thought 
to be shown in the language of the book, which is still undisguisably Hebraic in form and expres- 
sion, even though it has been twice translated. The writer speaks, for example, of the Pentateuch 
as the Torah, calls the temple the “house of the sanctuary,” names the Hebrew Scriptures “ the twenty- 
four boos,’ and uses formulas respecting the dead which were in use among the Jews of the Tal- 
mudic period, and are common also at the present day, such as: “God be merciful to him,” “to whom 
be peace.” Still all this is far from demonstrating that the book was written in Hebrew. It does 
show, however, that the writer was a Jew. 
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The first nineteen chapters contain matter likewise found in 1 and 2 Macc., while the remaining 
forty chapters agree, in general, with what is contained in the histories of Josephus. The preceding 
table will show more definitely the relation of the several parts of the work to those mentioned. In 
the preface to the Arabic text, as it appears in the Polyglots, it is remarked : “ Liber hic a cap. I 
usque ad 16 inclusive inscribitur, ‘11 Machabeorum ex Hebreorum translatione,’ uti in calee ejusdem cap. 
16 videre est: Reliquus vero liber simpliciter notatur ‘II Machabeorum,’ continuata tamen cum antecedentt- 
bus capitum serie,” etc. For the material of the table, though not its form, I am indebted to Dr. Gins- 
burg’s valuable article in Kitto’s Biblical Cyclopedia, s. v. : 

It will be observed how remarkably close the correspondence is, with respect to the material of 
the history, between these authorities, and further, that 5 Mace. follows the exact order of Josephus, 
only in the first nineteen chapters making use in addition, and sometimesin preference, of the First 
and Second Books of the Maccabees. There is but a single instance in the entire work, chap. xii., where 
our author introduces anything which might not have been derived, at least in germ, from one of these 
works, and that relates to some of the most familiar facts concerning the early Roman history, which 
he could scarcely have failed of knowing, but which he narrates with many inaccuracies and positive 
misstatements. We are unable, therefore, to adopt the opinion of Ginsburg that we have before us 
a valuable and reliable independent history of nearly two centuries of Jewish history next preceding 
the Christian era, but must hold that it is simply a reproduction in a less trustworthy form, of matter 
found in all its essential features in the Maccabean books and in Josephus. The writer is guilty of 
numerous and most absurd mistakes, such as calling Roman and Egyptian soldiers “ Macedonians,” 
Mount Gerizim, “Jezebel,” and Samaria, ‘‘ Sebaste,” exchanging the names of Pilate and Herod, and 
altogether shows himself to be of far too little capacity for an undertaking of such magnitude as would 
be an independent history of this important period. It would seem, however, that the translator, or 
editor, must have taken considerable liberties with the work; since, in more than one instance, he 
speaks of the author as distinct from himself and explains his allusions (xxv. 5, lv. 25, lvi. 45) ; and 
to him, accordingly, some of its errors may be chargeable. 

There are clear evidences in the book itself that its author lived after the destruction of the second 
temple (a.p. 70. Cf. ix. 5, xxi. 30, xxii. 9, lil. 8), unless, indeed, with Ginsburg, we regard these state- 
ments as additions from another hand. But because the history terminates just before the beginning of 
the Christian era, itis certainly not necessary to infer, with this critic, that therefore the author must 
have lived and written at that time. What more natural, than that he should have aimed at supple- 
menting from Josephus the history of the Maccabean books up to this very date, though he himself 
may have lived long after it ? 

There is no peculiarly marked religious teaching in the book. As it respects eschatology, the writer 
seems to have adopted, in general, the views respecting a survival of the soul after death, the resurrec- 
tion, and a future judgment, which he found represented in his authorities, though in a somewhat more 
developed form. He puts into the mouth of one of the martyrs under Antiochus Epiphanes, for instance, 
the words (v. 13): ““ Whom He will restore to their bodies, when He shall raise to life the dead men 
of his nation and the slain ones of his people.” The allusion may, perhaps, be to Is. xxvi. 19, “Thy 
dead men shall live, together with my dead body shall they arise,” ete. In the same chapter (vers. 
43, 44) the heroic mother is represented as saying to her youngest son who was about to suffer a fear- 
ful death as his six brothers had done before him: “ For if you could see, my son, their honourable 
dwelling-place, and the light of their habitation, and to what glory they have attained, you would 
not endure not to follow them ; and, in truth, 1 also hope that the great and good God will prepare 
me, and that I shall closely follow you.” The doctrine of the punishment of the wicked, too, ap- 
pears to have gained somewhat in clearness. The lad, addressing Antiochus, says (vers. 49, 50,51): 
“But your dwelling-place shall be in the infernal regions, with exquisite punishments from God. 
And I trust that the wrath of God will depart from his people, on account of what we have suffered 
for them (cf. 4 Mace. vi. 27) ; but that you He will torment in this world, and bring you to a wretched 
death; and that afterwards you will depart into eternal torments.” (Cf. lix. 14.) 
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THE SECOND BOOK OF ESDRAS. 


For reasons already given (General Introduction, page 89), the Second Book of Esdras was omitted from the body of 
the present work. But on account of its importance in Biblical studies as one of the leading products of Jewish thought 
near the beginning of the Christian era, and the great interest that has been awakened in it in connection with recent 
discussions, it has been thought best to reproduce it here in the form of an appendix. The generally excellent version 
of 1611 I have left undisturbed, except where the text followed (that of Fritzsche, Libri Apoc. Vet. Test., pp. 590-639, 
all essential deviations from which I have meant to indicate) has seemed to require a change. Chapters i—ii., and xv. 
-xvi., however, have been omitted as acknowledged later additions (see below). ’ 

{HE OLDEST TITLE under which the book was known, according to Hilgenfeld (Messias Judzorwm, p. xviii.; ef. Volk- 
mar, Handbuch, p. 3), was "E¢pas (or “Eadpas) 6 spodyrys, it being so cited by Clement of Alexandria ( Strom.., iii. 16, 
100 ; Cf. 2 Esd. y. 85), by Ambrose, (De Bono Mortis, c. xii.), in the Arabic Compendium, and in two Codices of the 
Ethiopic version. But it may well be doubted whether, in these instances, the composition itself was referred to. It 
would seem, rather, that the writer only is meant to be indicated (Cf. Fritzsche, /. c., p. xxviii.). The title which has 
been preserved in some ancient catalogues of the Biblical books (Nicephorus, as cited by Fabricius, Cod. Pseudep. 
V. T., ii. 176; Cod. Apoc. N. T.,i. p. 951 ff.; Montfaucon, Biblioth. Coislin., p. 194), the “ Apocalypse of Esdras ” 
(‘AmoxdAviits "EoSpas), or the “ Prophecy of Esdras ”’ (popyteta”EoSpa), seems far more appropriate, and it is to be 
lamented that it did not come into more general use. But the name which was probably most common in the early 
times was that found in Cod. Sangermanensis, The Fourth Book of Esdras (or Esras), which, however, is applied only 
to chaps. iii—xiy., chaps. iii. being named the Second Book of Esdras, while chaps. xv., xvi. form the Fifth Book, the 
Greek Ezra, (chaps. i., ii. 1-15) making the Third Book, and the canonical books of Ezra and Nehemiah taken together, 
with chaps. iii., iv., v. 8 of the Greek Ezra, the First Book. This is also the title that is given to the same portion of 
the present work in Cod. A. (discovered by Bensly, see below), the Dresden Codex, and most of the other important 
Codices. In the Vulgate, on the other hand, the canonical Book of Ezra is known as 1 Esdras, Nehemiah as 2 Esdras, 
our 1 Esdras as 3 Esdras, and the present book as 4 Hsdras, and this is the name commonly given to it on the continent 
of Europe. The title 2 Esdras, which the work received in the English version of 1611, has the support of the author 
himself (i. 1), and of some MSS. of the Old Latin, but seems to have first appeared in the English Bible in connection 
with the Genevan version, the Greek Ezra being there called 1 Fsdras (Of. Introduction to 1 Esdras, p. 62, and, for a 
full presentation of the subject, Volkmar, Handbuch, pp. 277-284; Hilgenfeld, Messias Judxorum, pp. xvili—xxii. ; 
Bensly, The Missing Fragment, p. 86). 

In FoRM, as it appears in the English Bible, the work is no doubt largely interpolated, but the interpolations are of 
such a character that, with the aid of present critical helps, they can be easily distinguished from the main composi- 
tion. That chaps.i.,ii., and xv., xvi., for instance, are later additions from a Christian hand is clear from several 
considerations. They are separated from it, and appear under another title in the great majority of the best MSS., 
while a number of others indicate that they were not regarded as a legitimate part of the work ; they are pervaded by 
an anti-Jewish spirit quite out of harmony with the remaining chapters (cf. chaps. i. and ii. passim); they contain 
clear evidence that their author was familiar with the New Testament writings (cf. i. 80, 33, 87; ii. 18, 26, 86, 45, 47; 
xv. 8, 35; xvi. 54); they are wanting in the Oriental versions. (Fritzsche has published a critical Latin text of this 
portion of the work, under the title ‘‘ Liber Esdrx Quintus,” in his Libri Apoc. Vet. Test., pp. 640-653.) There is 
also a brief interpolation at vii. 28, where the word “ Jesus’ has been substituted in the Latin text for ‘‘ Messiah,’? 
which is properly given in the Arabic and Ethiopic versions. And not only has new matter been introduced, but a 
long and an important passage, between vers. 35 and 36 of chap. vii., has, apparently for dogmatic reasons, been sup- 
pressed in the Latin text, though found in the Oriental versions. It not only bears in itself all the marks of genuine- 
ness, but was quoted as 9 part of the work by Ambrose (De Bono Mort.,c. x. Of. other passages cited by Bensly, pp. 
74-76), and, what is still more to the point, has been recently discovered in its original Latin form ( The Missing Frag- 
ment, etc., Cambridge, 1875), and restored to its former place. The probable ground of objection to the passage was, 
that in connection with a description of the intermediate state there is found a most emphatic denial of the efficacy of 
intercessory prayers after death. Jerome warmly rebuked a writer of his day (Vigilantius) who adduced it as support- 
ing his views (‘ Tu vigilans dormis, et dormiens scribis : et proponis mihi librum apocryphum, qui sub nomine Esdre a 
te, et similibus tuis legitur: ubi scriptum est, quod post mortem nullus pro aliis audeat deprecari: quem ego librum nun- 
quam legi. Quid enim necesse est in manus sumere, quod Ecclesia non recipit?”? Contra Vigilant., c. vii.), and that 
fact of itself may have been sufficient to lead to its being stricken from the work. 

THe ORIGINAL LANGUAGE of 2 Esdras was undoubtedly Greek. The matter was at one time somewhat discussed 
whether the work was not composed in Hebrew, but no tangible arguments were ever adduced for such a theory, and 
the basis of some of them was no more than the fact that Hebrew words were found written on the margin of this 
book in the Latin Bible of H. Stephens (Lutet., 1545), though, in fact, they had been written there simply as Hebrew 
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equivalents throwing light on the Latin expression, by Cholinus, in modernizing the old version (cf. Bensly, p- 3, note). 
The influence of the Greek, on the other hand, is everywhere apparent in the translations made from it, especially in 
the Latin, which is the most literal. In some cases, for instance, in harmony with the Greek: idiom, an adjective in 
the comparative is made to govern the genitive case instead of the ablative. The preposition ex is also constructed 
with the genitive (v. 28, 24) and so, too, de (xi. 29). There are, moreover, numerous mistakes made in gender, appar- 
ently for the ‘same reason (vii. 81; ix. 2, 26; xi. 29; xiii. 11; xvi. 51, according to Codd. 8. and A.). The citations 
made by early Christian writers lead to the same conclusion (?Epistle of Barnabas, c. Xil.; cf. 2 Esdras, v. 5. See 
also the citation made by Clement of Alexandria, noticed above). And if the work, as it is supposed, first appeared in 
Egypt, the Greek language would have been the one most naturally employed at this period in its composition. (An 
effort to restore the @reek text has been made by Hilgenfeld, Messias Judzorum, pp. 86-118.) ; 

THE ANCIENT VERsIONs of 2 Esdras are five, the Latin, Syriac, Ethiopic, Arabic, and Armenian, and they serve to show 
the early popularity and wide circulation of the book in the Christian church. The first three, at least, were made 
directly from the Greek (cf. Fritzsche, 1. c., p. xxix. f.), The Latin, though in itself the most valuable of these ver- 
sions, and for a long period the sole representative of the text, had become exceedingly corrupted in its transmission, 
and in consequence nearly worthless for critical purposes (“Die Vulgata yon ed. Sixtina papstlich autorisirt, und von 
den Reformirten dergestalt beibehalten, ist nicht blos ein Gemisch des Verschiedenartigsten, im katholischen Inter- 
esse corrigirt wie verstiimmelt, sondern auch innerhalb des zugehérigen Bestandes ein Buch der Geheimnisse und der 
Unbegreiflichkeiten.”” Volkmar, Handbuch, p. 996). It was emended to some extent by Fabricius (1741), still further 
by Sabatier (1751), who collated for this purpose, among others, the important Cod. Sangermanensis (Paris, date a. D. 
822), also by Van der Vlis (1839). But the first really critical edition of the Latin text was furnished .by Volkmar 
(1863), who, in addition to the authorities examined by Sabatier, collated himself Cod. Turicensis (Zurich, thirteenth 
century), for his work. Both of these MSS., however, have been much more thoroughly collated (the former by Zoten- 
berg, and the latter by Fritzsche) in connection with new editions of the text by Hilgenfeld (1869), and Fritzsche 
(1871), and in addition to them a third, Cod. Dresdensis (Dresden, fifteenth century) by Hilgenfeld. It was now sup- 
posed that the text had been established on a reasonably correct and permanent basis. But the discovery of a new 
and yery important MS. by Bensly has put a new phase upon the entire matter. It had been previously discovered 
that a leaf had been removed from the most valuable of the extant MS., Sangermanensis, which leaf included a con- 
siderable portion of chap. vii. of the book, and that singularly enough all the other authorities examined had followed 
this one in the omission. But no one seems to have had any hope of ever finding the lost portion. When, to the 
astonishment and joy of Biblical scholars, Robert Bensly, librarian at Cambridge, Eng., made the discovery of a 
MS. in an abbey at Amiens, France, belonging to the ninth century, which not only supplied the long lost portion, but 
is of the first importance for the establishment of the text, being without a peer except in Cod. Sangermanensis, which 
in orthography, grammatical peculiarities, and other respects, it greatly resembles. This new authority helps to the 
solution of a great number of textual puzzles in our book, and, in comparison with it, Codd. Turicensis and Dresdensis, 
which are evidently based on Cod. Sangermanensis, are of very inferior worth. Bensly announces a new edition of 
the Latin text of 2 Esdras as already in preparation. In the mean time, we are able to avail ourselves not only of the 
complete text of the lost portion of chap. vii. according to this new Codex A.(Amiens), which he publishes in fac 
simile, but also of numerous and valuable criticisms of other parts of the book, made on the ground of this authority. 
There have been already discovered more than sixty Latin manuscripts of 2 Esdras, but only a small part of them have 
been thoroughly collated. Next to the Latin, the Syriac version is of the most importance. A Latin translation of it 
was published by Ceriani, in 1866, and the original text itself two years later. Hilgenfeld has embodied Ceriani’s 
Latin translation in his work, Messias Judzorum (pp. 212-261). The Ethiopic yersion was first published by Laurence 
in 1820, and in connection with it a Latin and an English translation, but from a single MS. which was found in the 
Bodleian Library. Corrections of Laurence’s work were made by Van der Vlis (1839), and a collection of various read- 
ings from other Codd. by Dillmann, in an appendix to Ewald’s monograph upon it (1863). And finally, Pratorius, on 
the basis of the readings of Dillmann, and collations made by himself of a new MS. of the work found at Berlin, was 
able to introduce still further corrections into the Latin translation, and in this state it was received by Hilgenfeld 
into hig work before mentioned. The Arabic version of 2 Esdras, though the first of the Oriental versions which was 
published, is of somewhat inferior worth, on account of the freedom with which it is made. It was reproduced in an 
English dress by Ockley, in vol. iv. of Whiston’s Primitive Christianity Revived (Lond., 1711). The discovery of the 
original text, however, was made by Gregory, who also greatly overestimated its value (Notes and Observations, etc., 
Lond., 1646, p. 77). It was first printed by Ewald (vol. xi. of the Abhandlungen der k. Gesellschaft der Wissenschaften 
zu Gottingen). Corrections of Ockley’s translation and Ewald’s text were made by Steiner (1868, Zeitschrift fiir w. 
Theologie, pp. 426-433), and with his codperation a Latin version was made by Hilgenfeld and received into his work, 
Messias Judeorum. But up to this time dependence had been placed on a single and not quite complete MS. (Bodl. 
251). There is another in the Vatican Library, which is said to belong to the fourteenth century. This has recently 
been published by Gildermeister and a Latin translation given of the same (Bonn, 1877). The Armenian version, 
which is still more free than the Arabic, was first published in 1666, in the first edition of the Armenian Bible, but 
was strangely overlooked by scholars, until attention was called to it by Ceriani, in 1861 (Monumenta Sacra et Prof, 
y., fase. 1, pp. 41-44. Of. Bensly, p. 2, note). It has been rendered into Latin, for Hilgenfeld’s work, by Petermann, 
who collated for the purpose four MSS. Translations of 2 Esdras have been made into German by Meyer, for his 
edition of the Bible (1819), by Volkmar (1863), and by Ewald (1863) in connection with the Arabic text. 

THE DESIGN AND PLAN of 2 Esdras are clear, even to a superficial reader. The Jews, in the midst of severe oppres- 
sions, are encouraged by the prospect of deliverance not far off. Their heathen oppressors should be judged, while 
Israel would be restored to the Holy Land, there to enjoy the promised blessings of the Messiah's reign. The commu- 
nications made to the writer are in’ the form of visions, of which the book contains seven. The scene of the visions, or 
revelations, is laid in Babylon, and the time is represented as being thirty years after the “‘ruin of the city,” that is, 
Jerusalem. In answer to complaints of Ezra oyer the prosperity of the heathen while God’s.covenant people were in 
distress, the angel Uriel is represented as declaring to him in the first vision that, while the Almighty’s purposes were 
in themselves unsearchable, yet signs of the last age might be observed. The cup of the heathen was not yet full. 
They had their appointed time, and the most of it had already passed. Further revelations are promised (iii.-y. 19). 
Through a fast of seven days the prophet prepares himself for the second revelation. Again the angel directs the 
mind of Ezra to the inscrutableness of the Divine government. But the history of man showed that the plans of God 
were gradually developed. Along with the ripening of evil, these plans would be unfolded, and God, the Creator, 
would bring them to their certain issue. Ezra himself might see by certain signs that the climax was already near. 
He departs with a promise to make still further communications (vy. 20-vi. 34). In the third vision, introduced like the 
others by complaints of the prophet, the angel informs him that when the signs already indicated should appear, he 
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would see wonderful things. The Messiah would come, together with those who were with him, and after a reign of 
four hundred years on the earth, would die along with all mankind. For ‘‘ seven days** there would be no one on the 
earth. But then would follow the resurrection and the final judgment. The place of torment is disclosed, and over 
against it the place of rest. Only a few are saved. The punishment of the wicked, like the joy of the saints, is un- 
ending. Every one receives according to his deserts, and no intercession avails to change one’s final lot (vi. 35-ix. 25). 
To the prophet, still unsatisfied and uttering his complaints before God, there is then granted a direct vision of future 
things. A woman laments the untimely death of her son. Ezra rebukes her grief for such a cause when Jerusalem 
itself was lying waste. And suddenly, her countenance changes ; she cries out; the earth quakes ; and in the place 
of the woman (who represented Israel] mourning for Jerusalem), he beholds a strongly built city. In the following 
vision there is seen an eagle rising from the sea. At first it has twelve wings and three heads, but undergves strange 
transformations as he gazes: the twelve wings become six, and the three heads one. And, at last, a lion appears, and 
rebuking with human voice the eagle, it is consumed in flame. The meaning of the vision is explained to Ezra. The 
lion is the Messiah. He will, on his coming, judge and destroy the rulers of the earth, and himself set up a kingdom, 
which, in harmony with a preceding vision, will last four hundred years, and be followed by the resurrection and final 
judgment (xi. L-xii. 51). In a sixth vision, the seer beholds a man rise out of the sea and come forward in the clouds 
of heayen. Many come together to fight against him, but he consumes them by the flaming breath of his mouth. 
Then gather to him a multitude of a different class: some are in sorrow, some glad, and some in chains. The man 
who rose from the sea, is he through whom God will redeem his people. He will destroy his enemies by the fire of the 
law, and lead at last the ten tribes out of their bitter captivity (xiii 1-58). In the final vision Ezra receives the com- 
mission directly from the Lord himself to give instruction to his people, and put his house in order in preparation for 
death. He was to associate with himself five men, who, for forty days, should write what would be told them. Itis 
done ; and what they write, though not understood by the scribes themselves, makes a multitude of books, including 
in their number the twenty-four of the Old Testament Scriptures, which are thus restored. ‘The prophet is then rapt 
away unto the place of those like himself, ‘‘ postquam scripsit ista omnia *? (xiv. 1-50). 

Tue aurHor of 2 Esdras was undoubtedly a Jew. This is clear from the spirit the composition everywhere breathes 
towards others than that nation (vi. 56, 57), and that shown, on the other hand, towards the Jews (iii. 80-86; iv. 35; 
vi. 55-59; vii. 10, 11): from the fact that its righteousness is the righteousness of the law (viii. 83-36 ;) from the 
legends it contains concerning Behemoth and Leviathan (vi. 49-52) ; its allusion to the ten tribes (xiii. 89-47) ; the im- 
portance it attaches to the writing of the eabalistic books for Rabbinical purposes (xiv. 44); and, particularly, from 
the striking contrast manifest between the principal work and its interpolations, which evidently came from a 
Christian hand. 

Tue pate of the work, however, presents a problem of no small difficulty. Its clear citation by Clement of Alex- 
andria, happily sets a limit to speculation in that direction. But whether it was written after the destruction of Jeru- 
salem by the Romans, as most suppose (cf. i. 1), or on the ground of its doctrinal position as over against Christianity, 
particularly its statement concerning the death of the Messiah, which it is thought no Jew would have made after the 
Saviour had really appeared and been crucified, it must be held to have originated before the Christian era, there has 
been the greatest diversity of opinion. The vision of the eagle is generally regarded as historically significant, and of 
the first importance in deciding the question before us. Other data are indeed given, but furnish nothing that can 
be regarded as worthy to form a stable and satisfactory basis of reasoning. At vi. 9, for instance, it is stated that the 
present world would end with the rule of Edom (“‘ finis enim hujus seculi Esau, et principium sequentis Jacob.”) By 
«“ Edom,” Rome was commonly designated in the later times. And many (Ewald, Oehler, Langen) suppose it to be 
here meant ; but others (Hilgenfeld, Volkmar) think that it refers simply to the Herodian dynasty, which was, in fact, 
Idumzean in its origin. In either case, this point is of comparatively light importance, since the House of Herod 
itself lasted till a. p. 100. Aguin, the passage xiv. 11, 12, which declares that ten of the twelve parts into which the 
world is divided (‘ divisum est seculum “’), are already gone, and besides half of a tenth part (“‘ superant autem ejus duz 
post medium decimze partis “*), is omitted in three of the Oriental versions, and differently given in the fourth, so that 
it cannot be regarded as sufficiently well supported to base an argument upon it. And, if scholars were agreed in their 
understanding of the vision of the eagle, these passages could well be spared. It would seem, at first sight, to leave 
nothing to be desired with respect to definiteness. But, like other apocalyptic visions, it seems destined to plunge the 
present generation of Biblical scholars at least, into the strangest contrarieties of opinion. The eagle has twelve prin- 
cipal wings, eight smalier (‘counter *?) wings, and three heads. Ezra himself explains the meaning of the symbolism. 
They represent twenty-three rulers, following upon one another ; first the twelve principal wings; then two of the 
smaller; then a time of confusion ; next, four more of the smaller wings, followed by the three heads. At this point, 
during the reign of the last head, the Messiah appears, and the final vision closes. As nothing is said of the remaining 
two small wings, except that they are “kept unto the end,” it is supposed that this period, as well as that of the over- 
throw of the third head, was to the author still in the future, and that he drew upon his imagination for these events. 
Other points to be noticed in the statements of the author are, that the second principal wing reigns more than twice 
as long as either of the others; many of the wings, particularly the smaller, seem not to represent actual rulers, but 
only such as sought to rule, — pretenders ; all appear to belong to one kingdom, which is represented under the image 
of the eagle, and either ruled, or sought to rule, the whole of it; the first head dies a natural death ; the second is 
murdered by the third. Now as it respects the manipulation and explanation of these data furnished by the book 
itself, there are three leading theories held among scholars in more recent times. They are well represented and char- 
acterized by Schiirer (Neutest. Zeitgeschichte, pp. 557-563), whose general course of thought I shall here reproduce 
though in a condensed and considerably altered form. (1) There are those who think that Rome during the time of 
the kingdom and the republic is meant ; (2) that it is the Grecian period; (3) that it is Rome under the empire. 

(1.) The first theory is represented by such names as Laurence, Van der Vlis,and Liicke (2d ed.), who refer the 
yision to the whole period of Roman history from Romulus to Cesar. The three heads are Sulla, Pompey, and Cesar. 
The book was composed shortly before (Liicke), or shortly after (Van der Vlis) the latter’s death, or somewhat later 
still (Laurence). The difficulty of having more than twenty kings to account for, when Rome really had but seven 
makes trouble, still is explained by supposing that later pretenders are meant, and party leaders during the civil wars. 
But the chief, and, as it is thought, insuperable difficulty of the theory is that the history of Rome before the time 
of Pompey is really of no account to the Jewish Apocalyptic. The reference can only be, if Rome be referred to at 
all, to a time when it ruled the world. ; x 

(2.) The principal advocate of the second theory is Hilgenfeld. At first (Jiid. Apokalyptik, pp. 217-221), he supposed 
that the rulers intended were represented by the Ptolemies (beginning with Alexander the (eat), but later (Zeitschrift 
fir w. Theol., 1860, pp. 335-858) adopted the view that they were the Seleucide (beginning again with Alexander the 
Great). But in both eases he held that the three heads were Cesar, Antonius, and Octavianus, and that the time of 
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the composition of our book was to be placed immediately after the death of the second, that is, B. c. 30 (Zeitschrift, 
1867, p. 285). One principal objection to this position is the fact that, in order to make out the twenty rulers required, 
those of two kingdoms’must be included, which seems opposed to a fundamental requirement of the problem. The 
theory fails to harmonize with the data given also in other respects: in the time assigned to the dominion of the 
second principal ruler (which Hilgenfeld seeks to evade by unwarranted suppositions. Cf. Zertschrift, 1867, p. 286 f. ; 
1870, p. 810 f.); in referring the first head to Cesar, who was murdered, while the text requires that this one should 
die super lectum; and especially in representing that the book was written before the destruction of Jerusalem by 
Titus, when one of its principal objects seems to be to comfort the Jewish people on this very account. The destruc- 
tion of the city under Nebuchadnezzar cannot be meant (i. 1), and hence it is only supposable that that visitation is 
used as a type of the later one. A special allusion to the destruction of the city by the Romans seems also to be found 
in the words addressed by the lion to the eagle: ‘‘ Destruxisti habitationes eorum qui Sructificabant, et humiliastt muros 
eorum qui te non nocuerunt ”* (xi. 42). 

(3.) They, consequently, seem to have the right of it, Corrodi, Liieke (1st ed.), Gfrérer, Dillmann, Volkmar, Ewald, 
Langen, Wieseler, Gutschmid, Le Hir, who understand by the eagle the Roman Empire. All of these scholars begin 
the series of rulers with Cesar, and understand by the ruler whose dominion lasted more than double the length of 
the others, Augustus. And these points are made surer by the fact that also in Josephus (Antigq., ii. 2, vi. 10) and in 
the Sibylline Oracles (vy. 10-15), the enumeration of Roman emperors begins with Cesar (ef. Volkmar, Handbuch, p. 344), 
while by actual computation it is found that the reign of Augustus surpassed in its length that of any Roman emperor 
of the first three centuries by more than double the number of years. But these scholars differ among themselves on 
some other points. While Gutschmid and Le Hir (they agree in general) suppose the three heads to be Septimus Sev- 
erus (B. 0. 193-211), with his two sons, Caracalla and Geta, and that the book was composed in the year 4. D. 218 (Le 
Hir distinguishes between the original kernel of the work and its present form), the others refer the three heads to the 
three Flavian emperors, Vespasian, Titus, and Domitian, and so place the period of composition in the last decade of 
the first century of our era. The former theory is recommended by the fact that it easily allows the twenty-three 
rulers to be made out, while it cannot readily be done if the other be adopted. But, on the other hand, it is a fatal 
objection to this view that the work is cited by Clement of Alexandria, and so must have existed toward the end of the 
second century. Gutschmid and Le Hir, indeed, maintain that this part was interpolated. But for such a supposition 
the book gives no justification or occasion. Besides, the theory halts in several minor particulars. Consequently we 
are obliged to take our stand on the more common opinion that the time of the Flavii is meant. The voluminous dis- 
cussions of the last fifteen or twenty years seem to be tending to this conclusion. (Cf. Abbot, in his note appended to 
Westcott’s article in Smith’s Bib. Dict.,s.v.) In most points the requirements of the problem are fully met. Titus 
was not, it is true, murdered by his successor, but the belief that he was, was widely spread at the time. Aside from 
these, the twelve principal rulers make no serious difficulty, though there is some difference of opinion concerning 
them. There is more trouble with the eight inferior ones (or six, since we may suppose that the last two did not repre- 
sent actual historical characters). But it would seem that the author must have reckoned among this number the 
several Roman generals who, during the time of instability (a. p. 68-70), made efforts to secure for themselves the rule. 
And, including them, the number might be made out. We may accordingly decide, with reasonable exactness, upon 
the date of our work, supposing, as we must, that the author wrote during the dominion of the third head (cf. xii. 27, 
28), and expected the overthrow of the third when the Messiah appeared. ‘‘ The time of composition is therefore not 
to be placed, with Corrodi and Ewald, already under Titus ; moreover, also, not with Volkmar and Langen first under 
ee ; but, with Gfrérer, Dillmann, and Wieseler, under Domitian (a. D. 89-96).’’ Cf. Schitrer, Newtest. Zeitgeschichte, 
p. 563. 

IN CANONICAL AUTHORITY, 2 Esdras ranks among the apocryphal works which are most poorly supported. It was 
quoted as a prophecy of Ezra, as we have already seen, by Clement of Alexandria (Strom., iii. 16, 100), so, too, by Am- 
brose (De Bono Mortis, x., xii.), and was referred to with respect by Ireneus (Adv. Her., iii. 21, 2), but, as the con- 
temptuous allusion by Jerome shows ( Contra Vigilant., c. vii., already cited above) enjoyed a not very wide accredited 
circulation in the Western church, It was admitted to printed editions of the Vulgate, however, previous to the ad- 
verse judgments of the Council of Trent, and citations from it are still found im the missals of the Romish church. 
Luther and the Reformed church rejected it as spurious. 





: 


THE SECOND BOOK OF ESDRAS. 





Tue First VISIon. 


Cuap. III. In the thirtieth year after the ruin of the city I, Salathiel, who am also 

called Esdras, was in Babylon, and lay troubled upon my bed, and my thoughts arose in 

2 my heart; for I saw the desolation of Sion, and the abundance of them that dwelt at Bab- 

3 ylon. _And my spirit was sore moved, and I began to speak words full of fear to the 
Most High, and said, 

4 -O Lord, who bearest rule, thou spakest at the beginning, when thou didst form 1 the 

5 earth, and that alone, and commandedst the dust,? and it gave ® a lifeless body unto Adam. 


1q read plasmasti (it is found in two codd.) instead of plantasti. Cf. Bensly, p. 28, the Arabic and Ethiopic versions 
and viii. 14, where a similar interchange of these two words oceurs in one Cod. The Greek was probably émAacas ; 

2 Cod. A. comes to the support of Cod. 8. in the reading pulverit in place of populo, and it i c 7 
adopted. Cf. following. cao para ek 2 

a eae of the leading Codd., 8. and A., agree in having dedit instead of dedisti, as the original form, and the latter 
must be a corruption for dedit tibt. Of. vi. 58, 54, “ imperasti terre, ut crearet coram te jumenta et besti ii 
peels re , o4, , Jumenta et bestias et reptilia, et 


ee 


a 
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But he, too, was the workmanship of thine hands, and thou didst breathe into him the 

6 breath of life, and he became living before thee. And thou leddest him into paradise, 

? which thy right hand had planted, before the earth came. And unto him thou gavest 

commandment to love thy way, and he transgressed it; and immediately thou appoint- 

edst death in him and in his generations. And from him were born nations and tribes, 

8 people and kindreds, without number. And every nation walked after their-own will, 

9.and practiced strange! things before thee, and despised thy commandments. But thou 

again, in its time, broughtest the flood upon those that dwelt in the world and destroyedst 

10 them. And, since their transgression was one,? as there came upon Adam death, so upon 

11 them, the flood. Nevertheless one of them thou didst leave, namely, Noah with his house, 

12 and from him are all the righteous. And it happened, that when they that dwelt upon the 

earth began to multiply, and had gotten them many children, and become peoples, and na- 

tions, a multitude, they began also again to practice godlessness more than the former ones. 

13 And since they practiced iniquity before thee, it came to pass that thou didst choose thee a 

14 man from among them, whose name was Abraham. And thou lovedst him, and revealedst 

15 unto him only the end of the times, secretly, at night; ® and madest an everlasting eove- 

16 nant with him, and didst say to him that thou wouldest never forsake his seed. And unto 

him thou gavest Isaac, and unto Isaac thou gavest Jacob and Esau. And thou didst sep- 

17 arate Jacob for thyself, but put by Esau. And Jacob became a great multitude. And it 

came to pass, that when thou leddest his seed out of Egypt, thou broughtest them up 

18 to mount Sina. And thou didst bow the heavens, and didst set fast* the earth, and 

19 movedst the globe, and madest the depths tremble, and troubledst the world. And thy glory 

went through four gates, of fire, and of earthquake, and of wind, and of cold, that thou might- 

20 est give the law unto the seed of Jacob, and diligence ® unto the generation of Israel. And 

thou tookest not away from them the wicked heart, that thy law might bring forth fruit in 

21 them. For the first Adam bearing a wicked heart transgressed, and was overcome; and 

22 so all that are born of him. And infirmity became permanent, and the law was in the 

heart of the people along with the root of wickedness; and the good departed, and the evil 

23 abode. And when now times had passed away, and years had come to an end, thou didst 

24 raise thee up a servant, called David. And thou commandedst him to build a city unto thy 

25 name, and to offer® incense and oblations unto thee therein. And after this had been done 

26 many years, they that inhabited the city forsook thee in all things, doing even as Adam 

27 and all his generations had done; for they also had the wicked heart. And thou gavest 

28 thy city over into the hands of thine enemies. And I said then to myself, Are their deeds 

then any better that inhabit Babylon, and on that account must Sion be in subjection ? 

29 But it came to pass, when I came hither, I saw impieties without number, and my soul 

30 hath seen many evil-doers in this thirtieth year. And my heart failed me, for I saw how 

thou sufferest them sinning, and hast spared wicked doers, and hast destroyed thy people, 

31 and hast preserved thine enemies, and hast not signified at all to any one’ how this way 

382 may be left. Do they then of Babylon better than they of Sion ? Or is there any other 

nation that knoweth thee besides Israel? or what generations have believed thy covenants 

33 as Jacob? ‘Their reward appeareth not, and their labor hath no fruit. For I have gone 

here and there among the heathen, and seen their abundance; and they think not upon 

34 thy commandments. Weigh thou, therefore, now our wickedness in the balance, and theirs 

35 that dwell ia the world; and it will be found on which side the scale will sink. Or 

when was it that they which dwell upon the earth have not sinned in thy sight? or what 

36 nation hath so kept thy commandments? Thou wilt find single men, indeed, by name, 
who have kept thy precepts; but thou wilt not find nations. 


1 The MSS. are nearly evenly divided between ira and mira. Cod. A. has tmpie. See Bensly, p. 82. 

2 The text adopted by Fritzsche from Codd. D. 8, T., in wno casu (casui 8. and A., but the ¢ is erased in A.) is also 
that of A. The tezt. rec. has in wnoquogue. Casus is to be taken, it would seem, in the sense of mapamrwua. Cf. 
Bensly, p. 62, note. ‘ 

3 I follow Fritzsche, who adopts finem temporum, in place of voluntatem twam of the common text, in harmony with 
the Syr., Ethiop., and Ar.; and secrete noctu from D. 8. 'T. (A., seereta noctu), which is omitted in the common text. 

4 Statuisti. This isnot clear. Hilgenfeld and Volkmar suppose that évevoas stood in the original and éorycas was 
taken for it by mistake. And this is certainly an improvement on the ordinary text. A scholarly friend, however, 
suggests to me that possibly the original was éorys cis T. yv, instead of éornoas THY yqv, Which would seem to be 
favored by a similar thought at 2 Sam. xxii. 10. f 

5 Diligentiam, i. e., love for the precepts of the law and due attention to them. Cf. ver. 7, vii. 738, and Bensly, p. 56, 
are Fritzsche gives us offerret as the form of the textin 8. It is really offerr § ibi, which stands for offerre tibi, as at 
iv. 8, ostender § ibi = ostendere tibi. Of. Bensly, p. 25, note. : 

7 Nemini. ‘This was an emendation proposed by Van der Vlis, and had been adopted by Hilgenfeld and Fritzsche, 
and, to our great satisfaction, we find it is supported by the newly-discovered Cod. A., in place of memini of the com- 
mon text. See Bensly, p. 23. 

8 Non invenietur momentum puncti whi declinet. Lit., ‘‘ There will be found no trace of the indicator (index finger 
of the balance) where it would deviate.” I render according to the sense. The word momentum is a conjecture of 
Hilgenfeld’s, and it has been adopted by Fritzsche. 
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Cuap. TV. 1 And the angel that was sent unto me, whose name was Uriel, gave me an 
2 answer, and said, Thy heart is exceedingly moved over this world, and thinkest thou to 
3 comprehend the way of the Most High? And I said, Yea, my Lord. And he answered me, 

and said, I am sent to show thee three ways, and to set forth three similitudes before thee; 
4 whereof if thou canst give me answer concerning one, I will also show thee the way that 
5 thou desirest to see, and I will shew thee wherefore 1 the wicked heart is. And I said, 
Speak, my Lord. And he said unto me, Go, weigh for me the weight of the fire, or meas- 
6 ure for me the blast of the wind, or call back for me the day that is passed. And I an- 
swered and said, Who of human kind could do that, that thou shouldest ask me concern- 
7 ing these things? And he said unto me, If I should ask thee how many dwellings there 
are in the midst of the sea, or how many springs there are in the beginning of the deep, 
8 or how many ways? there are over the firmament, or what are the exits from paradise, per- 
adventure thou wouldest say unto me, I never went down into the deep, nor as yet into 
9 Hades, neither did I ever go up into heaven. But now I have asked thee simply of the 
fire, and the wind, and the day through which thou hast passed, and of things from 
which thou canst not be separated, and thou hast given me no answer Concerning them. 

10 And he said unto me, Thine own things which have grown up with thee, canst thou not 

11 understand; how should thy vessel then be able to comprehend the way of the Most High, 
and, being already corrupted in a corrupted * world, to understand the corruption that is 

12 evident in my sight? And I said unto him, It were better that we were not, than that 

13 we should be, and live in godlessness, and suffer, and not know wherefore. And he an- 
swered me, and said, I went into a forest in a plain, and the trees took counsel, and said, 

14 Come, let us go and make war against the sea, that it may recede before us, and that we may 

15 make us more woods. The waves of the sea also in like manner, they, too, took counsel, 
and said, Come, let us go up and subdue the woods of the plain, that there also we may 

16 make us another province. And it came to pass, that the thought of the wood was in 

17 vain, for the fire came and consumed it ; and the thought of the waves of the sea, like- 

18 wise, for the sand stood firm and stopped them. If thou wert judge now betwixt them, 

19 which wouldest thou justify 7 or which wouldest thou condemn? I answered and said, 
Both 4 took vain counsel; for the land is given unto the wood, and to the sea a place to 

20 bear its waves. And he answered me, and said, Thou hast given a right judgment, and 

21 why judgest thou not thyself? For as the land is given unto the wood, and the sea to 
its waves, so also they that dwell upon the earth can understand nothing, but what is 
upon the earth; and he who is above the heavens, what is above the height of the 
heavens. 

22,23 And I answered, and said, I beseech thee, O Lord, let me have understanding ; for 
it was not my mind to be curious concerning the higher ways,® but concerning those that 
pass by us daily: wherefore Israel is given up as a reproach to the heathen, the people 
whom thou hast loved is given up unto ungodly nations, and the law of our fathers is 

24 brought to nought, and the written precepts are no more? And we pass away out of the 

25 world as locusts, and our life is fear,® and we are not worthy to obtain mercy. But what 
will he do unto his name which has been called over us? Concerning these things have 

26 Iasked. And he answered me and said, If thou shalt remain, thou wilt see; and if thou 

27 shalt long live, thou wilt wonder ; for the world hasteth fast to pass away ; and shall not 
be able to bear the things that are promised in their time to the righteous ; for this world 

28 is full of sorrow? and weakness. ‘The evil, that is to say, about which you ask me, is 

29 sown, but the harvest ® thereof is not yet come. If therefore that which is sown shall not 
have been harvested,® and the place where the evil is sown have not passed away, so the 

30 place where the good is sown cometh not. For a grain of evil seed hath been sown in the 
heart of Adam from the beginning, and how much ungodliness hath it brought forth until 

31 now, and shall bring forth until the time of threshing come? Weigh now with thyself, 


1 Tread quare, instead of unde sit, with A. D. T. See Bensly, p. 31, note. 

2 I read view, which was a conjecture of Van der Vlis, and has been adopted by Fritzsche, though not by Hilgenfeld, 
instead of venz of the common text. Cf. Syr. and Ethiop. 

8 The common text is, Et jam exterius corrupto sxeculo intelligere corruptionem evidentem in facie mea. Critics have 
been at their wits’ end respecting exterius, and show no agreement in their interpretations. Happily, the new Cod. A. 
offers a satisfactory solution of the difficulty by reading ewterritus, i.e., exteritus, ‘‘ worn out,” ‘“‘ corrupted.” See 
Bensly, p. 82. 

4 'The common text has wigue for which wtrique of 8. and other authorities is clearly to be adopted. 
oe Viis was a conjecture of Van der Ylis, and has been adopted by Fritzsche; common text, tuis. Cf. Syr. and 

thiop. 

6 Fritzsche omits pavor, with 8. D. T.; common text, stupor ut pavor. Hilgenfeld would read ut vapor. 

7 Lread mestitia, with 8. D. T., instead of injustitia of the text. rec. 

8 The common text has destructio, but S. read, originally, destrictio, and A., districtio. Of. the use of distringo in the 
Vulgate, at Ezek. xvii. 9, and see Bensly, p. 26. I render freely. 

9 The text adopted by Fritzsche from D, is non evulsum fuerit. Cod. A., however, has, as the original reading, non 
“Shel aa as a corrected reading, non messum fuerit; Cod. 8., nom sutt,i.e., the original reading of A. See 

ensly, p. 32. 
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32 how great fruit of godlessness a grain of evil seed hath brought forth. When ears shall 
have been sown, which are without number, how great a harvest will they make up ? 

83, 34 And I answered and said, How and when shall these things be? Wherefore are 
our years few and evil? And he answered me, and said unto me, Do not thou hasten be- 
yond the Most High; for thy haste is in vain against the Spirit itself; for the Highest 

35 hastens for many.1 Did not the souls of the righteous ask concerning these things in 
their chambers, saying, How long shall I hope thus? And when shall come the fruit of 

36 the harvest floor of our reward? And unto these things Jeremiel the archangel_gave an- 
swer, and said, When the number of those like you shall have been filled; for he hath 

37 weighed the world in the balance, and by measure hath he measured the times, and by 
number hath he numbered the times; and he moveth not nor awaketh, until the said 

38 measure be fulfilled. And I answered and said, O Lord who bearest rule, but we all, 

39 also, are full of impiety. And for our sakes peradventure it is that the harvest floors 
of the righteous are not filled,? because of the sins of them that dwell upon the earth. 

40 And he answered me, and said, Go to a woman with child, and ask of her when she hath 

41 fulfilled her nine months, if her womb can keep longer the birth within her. And I said, 
No, Lord, that can she not. And he said unto me, In Hades the chambers of souls are 

42 like the womb; for as a woman that travaileth maketh haste to escape the necessity of 
the travail, so, also, do these hasten to deliver those things that from the beginning were 

43 committed unto them. What thou desirest to see shall then be shown thee. 

44 And I answered and said, If I have found favor in thy sight, and if it be possible, and 

45 if I be capable, show me also this, whether there be more to come than is passed, or more 

46 hath passed over us than is to come. What is passed I know, but what is to come I know 

47 not. And he said unto me, Stand upon the right side, and I will expound a similitude 

48 unto thee. And I stood, and saw, and behold, a burning oven passed by before me; and 
it happened, that when the flame had gone by, I looked, and behold, smoke remained. 

49 After this there passed by before me a cloud full of water, and sent down a shower 

50 with violence, and when the rain storm had passed, there remained drops in it. And he 
said unto me, Consider with thyself : as the rain is more than the drops, and the fire than 
the smoke, so is the quantity which is passed greater; but drops and smoke still remain. 

51 And I prayed, and said, Shall I live, thinkest thou, until those days? or who will live 

52 in those days? He answered me, and said, Concerning the signs whereof thou askest 
me, Ican tell thee in part ; but concerning thy life, I am not sent to tell thee; for I do 
not know. 

Cuap. V.1 Bur as concerning the signs, behold, the days shall come, in which they that 
dwell upon earth shall be seized with great foolishness, and the way of truth shall be hid- 

2 den, and the land shall be barren of faith. «And unrighteousness shall be increased above 
3 that which thou thyself seest, and above that which thou hast ever heard of. And there 
shall be strife on the ways of the land, that thou now seest ruling,‘ and it shall become waste. 

But if the Most High grant thee to live, thou shalt see after the third trumpet ® that the 

sun shall suddenly shine forth in the night, and the moon thrice in the day ; and blood 

shall drop from wood; and the stone shall give its voice; and the people shall be troubled, 
and the ways changed; ® and he shall rule, whom they that dwell upon the earth look not for ; 
and the birds shall take their flight away together; and the Sodomitish sea shall cast out 
fish, and give out a voice in the night, which many understood not, but they shall all hear 

8 the voice thereof. And there shall come confusion in many places, and fire shall often 
break out,” and the wild beasts shall go beyond their bounds, and menstruous women shall 

9 bring forth monsters; and salt waters shall be found in the sweet, and all friends shall 
fight against one another; and then shall reason hide itself, and understanding withdraw 

10 into its chamber, and shall be sought by many, and not be found; and unrighteousness 

11 and incontinency shall be multiplied upon earth. One land also shall ask another, and 
say, Hath righteousness that doeth the right gone through thee? And it shall say, No. 

12 And it shall come to pass at the same time that men will hope, but nothing obtain; they 

13 will labor, and their ways shall not prosper. To tell thee of such signs I have leave; and 
if thou wilt pray again, and weep just as now, and fast seven days, thou shalt hear yet 
greater things. 

14. And I awoke, and an extreme shuddering went through my body, and my spirit was so 





on 
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1 Codd. 8. A., nam Excelsus pro multis, put the text of the latter has been changed to ab excelso acceperis. 

2 God. A. supports the suggestion of Hilgenfeld, impleatur justorum area (Cod. §., are); common text, impleantur 
justorum arez. 

3 L read insensu, a conjecture of Volkmar, for in censu of the common. text. 

4 Et eris incompositio (so 8. and T.) vestigio yuam nunc vides regnare regionem. Volkmar renders: ‘‘ Und es wird zer- 
wiirfniss geben auf dem Wege des Landes, welches du jetzt herrschen siehest,’? and I have followed it above. The 
authority for t2composito (D.) is insufficient. The text. rec. has imposito. 

5 Tubam. Hilgenfeld adopts turbatam. Cf. the Oriental versions. 

6 Et gressus (so A. and most MSS.) mutabuntur (commutabuntur, 8. T.). Syr., et aéres commutabuntur ; Ethiop. 
stelle cadent. Might not gressus here mean the on-going order of things, and refer also to the heavenly bodies ? 

1 Byrittetur. So Fritzsche, following Van der Vlis ; common text, remittetur. 


648 APPENDIX. 
Oe eee 
15 overcome, that it fainted. And the angel that had come to talk with me held me, strength 
16 ened me, and set me upon my feet. And on the second night it came to pass, that Phal- 
thiel 1 leader of the people came unto me, saying, Where hast thou been? and why is thy 
17 countenance heavy ? Knowest thou not that Israel is committed unto thee in the land of 
18 their captivity? Up then, and eat bread, and forsake us not, as a shepherd leaveth his 
19 flock in the power of cruel wolves. And Isaid unto him, Go from me, and come not nigh 
me for seven days, and then shalt thou come to me. And he heard what I said, and went 
20 fromme. And JI fasted seven days, mourning and weeping, as Uriel the angel commanded 
me. 





Tur SECOND VISION. 


21 ‘Ann after seven days it came to pass, that the thoughts of my heart were very grievous 
22 unto me again, and my soul recovered the spirit of understanding, and I began to talk 
23 with the Most High again, and said, O Lord who bearest rule, from every wood of the 
24 earth, and from all the trees thereof, thou hast chosen one vine; and from all lands of 
25 the world thou hast chosen thee one land ;? and from all the flowers thereof one lily; and 
from all the depths of the sea thou hast filled thee one river; and from all cities built thou 
26 hast hallowed Sion unto thyself; and from all flying things that are created thou hast 
called 8 thee one dove; and from all cattle that are made thou hast provided thee one 
27 sheep; and from all the multitudes of peoples thou hast gotten thee one people ; and unto 
28 this people, whom thou lovedst, thou eavest a law that is approved by all. And now, O 
Lord, why hast thou given this one over unto the many? and hast prepared * the one root 
29 above others, and scattered thy one among many? And they who did gainsay thy prom- 
30 ises, and believed not thy covenants, have trodden it down. If thou didst so much hate 
thy people, yet shouldest thou have punished it with thine own hands. 
31 ‘And it came to pass, when I had spoken these words, the angel that had come to me 
32 the former night was sent unto me, and said unto me, Hear me, and I will instruct thee; 
33 and give attention to me, and I will tell thee more. And I said, Speak, my Lord. And 
he said unto me, Thou art too much moved in spirit over Israel; lovest thou it better 
34 than he that made it ? And I said to him, No, Lord, but in grief have I spoken; for my 
reins pain me every hour, while I seek to comprehend the way of the Most High, and to 
35 search out a part® of his judgment. And he said unto me, Thou canst not. And I said, 
Wherefore, Lord? Whereunto was I born then? or why became not my mother’s womb 
my grave, that I might not have seen the travail of Jacob, and the wearisome toil of the 
36 race of Israel? And he said unto me, Number for me the things that are not yet come, and 
gather together for me the drops that are scattered abroad, and make for me the withered 
37 flowers green again, and open for me the chambers that are closed, and bring forth for 
me the winds that are shut up in them; or show me the picture of a voice: and then I will 
38 show to thee the thing that thou askest to know. And I said, O Lord who bearest rule, 
39 who can know this, but he that hath not his dwelling with men? But Iam unwise; how 
40 could I then speak of these things whereof thou askest me? And he said unto me, As thou 
canst do none of these things that I have spoken of, so canst thou not find out my judg- 
41 ment, or the end of the love ® that I have promised unto my people. And I said, Yet be- 
hold, O Lord, thou art nigh unto them that live till the end, and what shall they do that 
42 have been before me, or we, or they that shall be after us? And he said unto me, I will 
liken my judgment unto a crown: the last cometh not too late, as the first came not too 
43 early. And I answered and said, Couldest thou not then make what has happened, and is 
now, and that shall be in the future, at once; that thou mightest show thy judgment the 
44 sooner? And he answered me, and said, The creature cannot hasten beyond the Crea- 
45 tor; nor could the world hold them at once that are created therein. And I said, As thou 
hast: said unto thy servant, that thou calledst the creation made by thee at once into be- 
46 ing, and thecreation bore it, so it might now also bear future things” at once. And he said 
unto me, Ask the womb of a woman, and say unto it, If thou bringest forth ten ® children, 


1 So A. and others. Cf. the Oriental versions. 

2 Foveam is retained by Fritzsche, but must be a mistake. The oriental versions have regionem or campum. Volk- 
mar, Gefilde. Hilgenfeld, xwpiov, and p. 126, fundum. ; 

3 Nominasti. More likely, ékaAecas, i. e., vocasti, in the original, than dveuacas. Of. Volkmar, p. 28. 

4 Dehonestusti is adopted by Volkmar, in harmony with the Oriental versions. Fritzsche retains preparasti of the 
text. rec. : 

5 Partem. According to Volkmar, 7a tayua probably stood in the original, which also might mean ‘‘ part,’? but 
should here have been rendered, with the Ethiop., by ordinem. 

6 Finem caritatis (a correction of Van der Vlis, and adopted by Fritzsche); common text, im fine (S. T., finem) chari- 
talem, 

7 So I render with Volkmar. ‘The original creation was immediate. So the Scriptures told him. Would it be 
harder to bear an immediate revelation of the future? ; 

8 Decem. So Volkmar, Lilgenfeld, and Fritzsche (cf, Oriental versions); common text, et si. 


—————— 
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47 why one after another? Request it therefore to bring forth ten at once. And I said, It 
48 cannot indeed, but in its time. And he said unto me, And I have given a womb to the 
49 earth for those that are sown in it in their times. For as a young child bringeth not forth, 
nor they that are aged any longer, so have I disposed the world which I created. 
50 And I asked, and said, Seeing thou hast now opened to me the way, I will speak before 
thee: Our mother, of whom thou hast told me, is! she young? or draweth she already nigh 
51 unto ace? He answered me, and said, Ask a woman that beareth children, and she shall 
52 tell thee. Say unto her, Wherefore are not they whom thou hast now brought forth like 
53 the earlier ones, but less of stature? And she also will tell thee, They that are born in the 
strength of youth are of one kind, and they that are born in the time of age, when the 
54 womb faileth, of another. Consider thou therefore also, that ye are less of stature than 
55 those that were before you; and they that come after you less than ye, as creatures that 
56 now begin to be old, and have passed beyond the streneth of youth. And I said, Lord, I 
beseech thee, if I have found favor in thy sight, shew thy servant by whom thou visitest 
thy creature. 
Cuar. VJ.1 And he said unto me, In the beginning of the circle of the earth, and before 
2 the ends of the world stood, and before the assembled winds blew, and before the voice 
of thunderings resounded, and before the glitter of lightning shone, and before the founda- 
3 tions of paradise were laid, and before the fair flowers were seen, and before the movable 
forces were established, and before the innumerable hosts of angels were gathered to- 
4 gether, and before the heights of the air were lifted up, and before the measures of the 
5 firmament were named, and before the footstool of Sion was built,? and before the present 
years were sought out, and before the inventions of them that now sin were estranged, and 
6 they were sealed that have gathered faith as a treasure : then did I consider these things, 
and they were made through me alone, and through none other, as by me also they shall 
be ended, and by none other. 
7 And I answered and said, What shall be the separation of the times? or when shall be 
8 the end of the first, and the beginning of that which followeth? And he said unto me, 
From Abraham unto Abraham’s seed: since Jacob and Esau were born from him; for 
9 Jacob’s hand held from the first the heel of Esau. For Esau is the end of this world, and 
10 Jacob is the beginning of that which followeth. The hand of a man * is betwixt heel and 
hand ; further, Esdras, ask thou not. 
11 And J answered and said, O Lord who bearest rule, if I have found favor in thy sight, 
12 I beseech thee, show thy servant the end of thy tokens, whereof thou showedst me part 
13 the preceding night. And he answered and said unto me, Stand up upon thy feet, and 
14 thou shalt hear a mighty sounding voice. And it shall be as if the place upon which thou 
15 standest were greatly moved. Thereby when it speaketh be not afraid, for the word is 
16 of the end; and the foundation of the earth will understand, because the speech is con- 
cerning it ; it trembleth and is moved, for it knoweth that its end and change must come.® 
17 And it happened, that when I heard it I stood up upon my feet, and hearkened. And behold 
18 a voice that spake, and the sound of it was like the sound of many waters. And it said, 
Behold the days come. And it shall come to pass, that when I begin to draw nigh, I will visit 
19 them that dwell upon the earth ; and when I shall begin to make inquisition of them, that 
have hurt unjustly with their unrighteousness, and when the humiliation of Sion shall have 
20 been fulfilled, and when the world, that will begin to vanish away, shall be sealed, I will 
show these tokens : the books shall be opened before the firmament, and they shall see 
21 all together ; and the children of a year old shall speak with their voices ; and women with . 
child shall bring forth untimely children of three and four months old, and they shall live, 
22 and be raised up; and suddenly shall the sown places appear unsown, and the full store- 
23 houses shall suddenly be found empty ; and a trumpet shall give a sound, which when he 
24 heareth, every man shall suddenly be afraid. And it shall come to pass at that time, that 
friends shall fight one against another like enemies, and the earth shall stand in fear with 
those that inhabit it; and the springs of the fountains shall stand still, that for three hours 
25 they may not run.’ And it shall come to pass, that every one who remaineth from all these 
that I have told thee of shall escape, and see my salvation, and the end of my ® world. 


1 Nwn was a suggestion of Volkmar (adopted by Fritzsche), for nam of the MSS. 

2 The teat. rec. has @stuarent camini in Sion. For the second word, S.A. give camillum (for scamillum), and the 
first word is doubtless a corruption for firmaretur or @dificaretur. See Bensly, p. 26, note. 

8 I follow Hilgenfeld: Ab Abraham usque ad Abraham (so 8. Cf. the Greek of Hilgenfeld, p. 65). Quoniam natus est 
ab eo Jucob et Esau, manus enim Jacob tenebat ab initio calcaneum Esau. 

4 That is, the government of a man, apparently. Hilgenfeld would write membra for manus, 

5 Sicut commotione commovebitur locus. The second word was a happy conjecture of Van der Vlis. The common 


text has commotio nec. See Bensly, p. 27, note. ¢ 
6 I have rendered freely. The Latin is, scit enim quoniam finem eorum oportet commutart. 
7 The original reading seems to have been wt non decurrant (S., ut non decurrunt) and not as text. rec., et non decur- 


rent. ; 
8 Text. rec., falsely, vestrv. 
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96 And the men that have been taken up shall see it, who have not tasted death from their 
birth; and the heart of those who inhabit the earth shall be changed, and turned to an- 
27, 28 other feeling. For evil shall be blotted out, and deceit shall be quenched ; but faith 
shall flourish, and corruption shall be overcome, and the truth, which hath been so long 
without fruit. shall be manifested. ‘ 
99 And it came to pass that when it1 talked with me, behold, the place upon which I stood 
30 was somewhat moved.? And he said unto me, Iam come to show thee these things. 
31 And with the opportunity of the coming night ® if thou wilt pray yet more, and fast seven 
32 days again, I will tell thee greater things. Already long since thy voice reached the ear 
of the Most High;4 for the Mighty hath seen thy righteous dealing, he hath taken note 
33 also of thy chastity, which thou hast had ever since thy youth; and therefore hath he 
sent me to show thee all these things, and to say unto thee, Be of good comfort, and fear 
34 not; and hasten not, with the times that are past, to think vain things, that thou mayest 
not hasten 5 from the latter times. 


Tur Tuirp VISION. 


35 AND it came to pass after this, that I wept again, and fasted seven days in like manner, 
36 that I might fulfill the three weeks of which he told me. And it came to pass, that in the 
eighth night my heart was troubled within me again, and I began to speak before the Most 
37, 88 High. For my spirit was greatly kindled, and my soul was in distress. And I said, 
O Lord, thou spakest in the beginning of the creation, on the first day, saying, Let heaven 
39 and earth be; and thy word completed the work. And then was the Spirit brooding, and 
darkness and silence were on every side ; the sound of man’s voice had not yet come from 
40 thee. Then commandedst thou a clear light to come forth from thy treasures, that thy work 
41 might appear. And upon the second day thou madest further the spirit of the firma- 
ment, and commandedst it to part asunder and to make a division betwixt the waters, 
42 that the one part might go up, and the other remain beneath. And upon the third day 
thou didst command that the waters should be gathered in the seventh part of the earth ; 
but six parts hast thou dried up, and kept, to the intent that some of these being planted 
43 by God,® and tilled, might serve thee. For as soon as thy word went forth the work was. 
44 For immediately there came forth a great abundance of fruit, and divers pleasures for the 
taste, and flowers of inimitable coloring, and indiscoverable? odors; and this was done the 
45 third day. But upon the fourth day thou commandedst that the sun should shine, the 
46 moon give her light, the stars should be in order; and gavest them their charge to do 
47 service unto man, that was to be formed. But upon the fifth day thou commandedst the 
seventh part, where the waters were gathered, to bring forth living creatures, both fowls 
48 and fishes; and so the dumb and soulless water brought forth living things as it was com- 
49 manded, that the nations hereby might speak of thy wondrous works. And then didst thou 
50 let two living creatures ® live, the one thou calledst Enoch, and the other Leviathan ; and 
thou didst separate the one from the other; for the seventh part, where the water was 
51 gathered together, could not hold them. And unto Enoch thou gavest one part, which 
52 was dried up the third day, to dwell in it, where the thousand hills ® are; but unto Leviathan 
thou gavest the seventh, moist part; and thou hast kept them to be devoured by whom 
53 thou wilt, and when thou wilt. But upon the sixth day thou gavest commandment unto 
the earth, that it should bring forth before thee beasts, and cattle, and creeping things ; 
54 and after these, Adam, whom thou madest lord over all the works which thou didst 
55 make ; and from him come we all, also the people whom thou hast chosen. Now all this 
have I spoken before thee, O Lord, because thou hast said that thou madest the world 1° 


1 That is, the voice. Cf. ver. 17. 

4 'The reading of S. is intuebatur (so A.) super quem stabam super eum. Text. rec. has intuebar for the first; Fritzsche 
commovebatur ; Hilgenfeld, titubabat and éopadrero ; Volkmar, immovebatur. : 

3 The text is corrupt, and I follow Hilgenfeld rather than Fritzsche, although they differ but little, except in 
punctuation. 

4 Here, too, I follow Hilgenfeld: dds 8y axoy Heovady } Hw} cov rapa rd dWicTw. Cod. 8. has auditw, corrupted 
in the teat. rec. to auditi, and adopted in that form by Fritzsche. 

5 Fritzsche retains the text. rec., et non properes. The authorities are against it. Cod. 8., wt non properas, amended 
ut non properes. See Bensly, p. 21, note. ; 

6 The a deo which is found in the teat. rec. is doubtless correct. See Bensly, p. 9, note. Hilgenfeld and Fritzsche 
adopt for it adeo. Both S. and A. have a do. 

7 For investigabilis, Volkmar aud Fritzsche write minvestigabilis. Cod. 8. has the former, but apparently in the 
sense of the latter. 

8 Let... . live. Lit., keep, preserve. Duas animas. Volkmar, duo animata; Hilgenfeld, duo animalia. And 
for the following “‘ Enoch,” a common conjecture, expressed in the margin of A. V., is ‘‘ Behemoth.” 

9 Probably the ‘‘ thousand hills ” spoken of in Ps. 1. 10, are meant. See the Hebrew, and compare the Targum on 
that passage. 

10 In Cod. A. a word has fallen out before seculum, and it seems to have been progenttum. See Bensly, p. 26. 
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56 for our sakes. But thou hast said that the rest of the nations born from Adam are noth- 

ing, and that they are like spittle, and hast likened the abundance of them unto the drop 

57 from a vessel. And now, O Lord, behold, these heathen, which are reputed as nothing, 

58 have begun to be lords over us, and to devour us. But we thy people, whom thou hast 

called thy firstborn, thy only begotten, and thy dearest partizan,! are given over into their 

59 hands. And if the world be made for our sakes, why do we not possess an inheritance 

with the world? how long shall this be ? 

Cuap. VII.1 And it came to pass, that when I had made an end of speaking these words, 
2 there was sent unto me the angel who had been sent unto me the former nights ; and he 
3 said unto me, Up, Esdras, and hear the words that I am come to tell thee. And I said, 

Speak, my Lord.2 And he said unto me, The sea is set in a wide place, that it might be 
4,5 deep and great. But the entrance to it is so narrow, that it is like rivers. He now 
who would go upon the sea and look at it, or rule it, if he go not through the narrow, how 
6 can he come into the broad? Likewise another thing: A city is built, and set upon a 
7 broad plain, and is full of all good things ;- but® the entrance thereof is narrow, and is set 
on a steep place, in such a way that there is fire on the right hand, on the left deep water; 
8 but only one path lies between them, that is between the fire and the water, a path so nar- 
9 row that there can but one man go there at once. If this city now were given unto a man 
for an inheritance, if the heir pass not through the danger set before him, how shall he 

10 receive his inheritance? And I said, It is so, Lord. And he said unto me, So also is 

11 Israel’s portion. Because for their sakes I made the world ; and when Adam transgressed 

12 my statutes, that was decreed which has taken place. And the entrances of this world be- 

came narrow, and painful and laborious ; also few and evil, and fulLof perils, and attended 

13 with great labor. For the entrances of the elder world were wide and sure, and brought 

14 immortal fruit. If then they that live, labor not to enter these strait and transitory ® 

15 things, they cannot receive those that are laid up. Now therefore why disquietest thou 

thyself, seeing thou art but a corruptible man? and why art thou moved, seeing thou art 

16 but mortal ? And why hast thou not taken to thy heart that which is to come, rather than 

that which is present? 

17. And I answered and said, O Lord that bearest rule, behold, thou hast ordained in thy 

18 law, that the righteous shall inherit these things, but that the ungodly shall perish. Never- 

theless ® the righteous shall suffer strait things, while hoping for the wide. But they that 

19 have done godlessly have also suffered strait things, and shall not see the wide. And he said 

unto me, There is no judge above God, and none that hath understanding above the Most 

20 High. For many of the present time perish,” because they neglect the law of God that is 

21 set before them. For God hath given strait commandment to them that come, when they 

came, what they should do to live, and what they should observe to avoid punishment. 

22 Nevertheless they were not persuaded, and spoke against him, and thought out idle plans, 

23 and proposed to themselves wicked deceptions, and said of the Most High, that he is not, 

24 and knew not his ways, and despised his law, and denied his covenants, and in his statutes 

25 have not been faithful, and have not performed his works. Therefore, Esdras, for the 

26 empty are empty things, and for the full are full things. For ® the time shall come, and it 

27 shall come to pass, that when these tokens which I have told thee of shall come, the bride 

shall appear, and the city shine forth, that now is withdrawn, and the earth be manifested, 

28 and every one who is delivered from the before mentioned evils shall see my wonders. For 

my son Jesus ® shall be revealed with those that are with him, and they that remain shall 

29 rejoice for four hundred years. And it shall come to pass after these years that my son 

30 Christ shall die, and all men that have breath. And the world shall be turned into the 

31 old silence seven days, as in the first beginnings,!® so that no man shall be left. ] And it 

shall come to pass after seven days the world, that yet awaketh not, shall be raised up, 

32 and what is corrupt shall die. And the earth shall restore those that are asleep in her, 

and the dust those that dwell in silence in it, and the chambers} shall deliver those souls 

33 that were committed unto them. And the Most High shall be revealed upon the seat of 


1 #mulatorem carissimum. 

2 Text. rec., deus. 

3 Cod. S. has autem, but it is not received by Fritzsche. pa a 

4 I adopt the restored text of Bensly, p- 83, si non heres antepositum periculum pertransterit, quomodo accipiet hered- 
itatem suam. 

5 I so render vana here, in harmony with the context. Hilgenfeld would change to mala, 

6 Here Uod. S. has enim, Cod. A. autem. These words were frequently interchanged in the MSS. Cf. ver. 47, and 
Bensly’s note at that place. 

7 Or, with Volkmar, “ let rather the many of the present perish,’? who would read pereant for pereunt. It is the 
reading of S. Cod. A. has perient. 

8 Cod. 8. has ecce before enim of the common text. 

9 gyr. Ethiop. Ar., Messias, the true reading. See p. 641. 

10 Iniciis, with S., and not judictis of the text. rec 

u Of. iv. 41. 
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34 judgment, and mercy? shall pass away, and long suffering shall have an end; but judg- 
35 ment only shall remain, and truth shall stand, and faith shall grow strong; and one’s work 
shall follow, and one’s reward shall be shown, and righteous dealings shall be awake, and 
unrighteous dealings sleep? not. 
36 And the lake 4 of torment shall appear, and over against it shall be the place of rest; 
and the furnace of Gehenna shall be seen, and over against it the Paradise of delight. 
37 And the Most High will then say to the nations which have been raised, Look, and un- 
derstand whom ye have denied, or whom ye have not served, or whose commandments 
38 ye have despised. And see, on the other hand, the opposite state: Here is delight and 
rest ; and there is fire and torment; this now, wilt thou speak and say to them on the day 
39, 40 of judgment.® This is a day ® that hath neither sun, nor moon, nor stars, nor cloud, 
nor thunder, nor lightning, nor wind, nor water, nor air, nor darkness, nor evening,” nor 
41 morning, nor summer, nor spring, nor heat, nor winter, nor ice, nor cold, nor hail, nor 
42 rain, nor dew, nor mid-day, nor night, nor early morning,® nor brightness, nor clearness, 
nor light, save alone the splendor of the glory of the Most High, by means of which all 
43 begin to see that which lieth before them. For it will last not far from a week of years. 
44 This is my judgment and its determination, but only to thee have I shown these things. 
45 And I answered, O Lord, I said then, and now say I again,? Happy are they who are 
46 present and who observed what was determined by thee; but also those for whom I 
prayed!10 For who is there among those present, who hath not sinned? or who hath been 
47 born, that hath not transgressed thy covenant? And now I see that the future world 
48 will bring delight to only a few, but torment to many. For the wicked heart increased 
in us; this alienated us from these and led us into corruption and the ways of death, showed 
us the paths of perdition, and brought us far from life; and that not a few, but nearly 
49 all who were created. And he answered me and said; Hear me and I will instruct thee 
50 and will admonish thee anew. On this account the Most High hath not made one world, 
51 but two. For do thou, since thou hast said that there are not many righteous, but few, 
52 while the godless are multiplied, hear in reply :12 If thou hadst a very few precious stones, 
53 thou mightest add to their number lead and clay!28 And I said, Lord, how could it be? 
54 And he said to me, Not alone that, but ask the earth and it will say. it to thee, beg it ear- 
55 nestly! and it will tell thee. Say to it, Thou createst gold, and silver, and brass, and iron 
56 also, and lead and clay. But there is more silver than gold, and brass than silver, and 
57 iron than brass, lead than iron, and clay than lead. Do thou also fix the worth of what 
is precious and desirable, of that of which there is much, or of that of which there is lit- 
58 tle. And I said, O Lord who bearest rule, that of which there is much is of little worth, for 
59 what is the more rare is the more precious. And he answered me and said, Weigh ® with 
60 thyself what thou hast thought, for he who hath something which is rare, rejoiceth more 
than he that hath much. So also with me is the demand of the judgment; ?° for I shall re- 
joice over the few, even those who are saved, because they are those who have now made 
61 my glory chief, those through whom now my name is named. And I will not mourn over 
the multitude of those who are lost; for they have turned to vapor and fire, have turned 
62 to smoke and are consumed, have glowed and are extinguished. And I answered and 
said, O earth, wherefore hast thou borne, if our consciousness was made of dust, as also 
63 the rest of creation. For it were better that the dust itself had not been born, that our 
64 consciousness might not have sprung from it. But now our consciousness groweth with us, 
65 and therefore we suffer torment, for we know that we perish. Let the race of men mourn, 
and the beasts of the field rejoice! Let all who are born mourn, but fourfooted beasts and 
66 cattle, let them be glad! For it is far better with them than with us; because they expect 
67 no judgment, and know no torments, nor salvation promised them after death. But what 


1 Misericordie is the reading of Cod. 8. ; teat. rec., miseriz. 

2 Cod. S., dormibunt ; text. rec., dominabuntur. 

3 Here follows, vers. 86-105, the lost fragment of our work above referred to. I follow Bensly’s text, unless other. 
wise indicated. 

4 Lread dacus instead of locus. Cf. Bensly’s note. 

5 Hee autem loqueris dicens ad eos in die judicit. 

6 Tsupply this word, with Fritzsche and the Arabic version, 

7 Sero. 

8 Ante lucem. Fritzsche has dies. 

9 I follow Fritzsche’s punctuation. ‘ 
; 10 Sed et [de] quibus erat oratio mea. Bensly suggests as the possible original: &AAG Kai epi dy (or wept TovTwY) H 
\eqots Lov. 

11 J follow Fritasche’s Latin, which Bensly also favors. Cf. his note zm Joc. 

12 Ad hec. 

13 The text is corrupt, and I follow the emended form given in Bensly’s note. 

14 Adulare, 

15 Stant pondera in the text, but it is clearly a corruption. 
‘ 16 The Latin makes no sense, and I adopt the suggestion of Bensly, who would restore the original thus: Oirws «at 
H Tap’ €uod érayyeAla THs Kpioews. 
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doth it profit us that we shall live again, if we are to be tormented? For all who have 
been born are mixed up with transgressions, and filled with sins, and laden with offenses. 
And if, after death, we were not to come into judgment, it might, perhaps, have gone 
better with us. And he answered me and said, When the Most Hieh created the world, 
Adam and all who came with him, he first prepared the judgment and what pertaineth to 
the judement. And now learn from thine own words; for thou hast said that consciousness 
groweth with us. Those, therefore, who lived upon earth, are for that reason tormented, 
because while having consciousness they practiced unrighteousness, and while reveiving 
commandments kept them not, and having obtained the law, they acted falsely with that 
which they received. And what will they have to say in the judgment, or how will they 
answer on the last day?. For how long is the time that the Most High hath had patience 
with them, who inhabit the world, and not because of them, but because of the times 
which he foresaw! And I answered and said, If I have found grace before thee, O Lord, 
show, O Lord, to thy servant, whether after death or now, when each of us must give 
up his soul, we shall be kept in rest till those times come, in which thou wilt renew the 
creation, or whether we shall be tormented at once. And he answered me and said, I will 
show you also this. But do not join thyself with those who have despised, nor number 
thyself with those who are tormented. For there is a treasure of works laid up for thee 
with the Most High, but it will not be shown thee until the last day. But} we were speak- 
ing of death. When the decision shall have gone forth from the Most High that a man is to 
die, the Spirit departeth from the body that it may return again to him who gave it, in or- 
der, first, to prostrate itself before the glory of the Most High. And if, indeed, he belong- 
eth to those who have despised and not kept the way of the Most High, and to those who 
have had contempt for his law, and to those who hated them that fear him, these souls 
will not go into dwelling-places, but will wander around, from this time forth in torments, 
always in pain and sorrow. The first kind? is, that they have despised the law of the 
Most High. The second kind, that they can make no suflicient repentance that they may 
live. ‘The third kind, that they see the reward laid up for those who believed the cove- 
nants of the Most High. The fourth kind, that they will behold the pain laid up for them 
against the last day. The fifth kind, that they see the dwelling-place of the others in 
deepest peace,® guarded by angels. The sixth kind, that they see how * men pass over 
from them into torment. ‘The seventh kind is worse than all the kinds which have been 
before mentioned, that they shall melt with confusion, and consume with horror, and 
shrivel with terrors, as they see the glory of the Most High before whom they sinned 
while alive, and before whom they shall be judged on the last day. But the order of those 
who have kept the ways of the Most High is as followeth, when they are released from the 
mortal frame.6 Tarrying in it for a time they have earnestly served the Most High and 
imperilled themselves every hour in order to keep perfectly the law of the Lawgiver. 
91 Therefore this is to be said concerning them. First of all they see with great exulta- 
tion the glory of him who hath received them, for they shall rest in seven orders. The 
first order is, that they have striven with great labor to overcome an innate spirit of evil, 
that it might not seduce them from life unto death. The second order is, that they see 
the confusion in which the souls of the godless wander about and the punishment which 
awaiteth them. The third order is, in seeing the testimony that he who formed them 
beareth to them, that while living they kept the law that was given them in trust.6 The 
fourth order is, in comprehending the rest which they will now enjoy, assembled in their 
chambers in great peace, guarded by angels, and the glory that awaiteth them on the last day. 
The fifth order is, that they exult over the manner in which they have escaped from that 
which passeth away and will receive what is to come as their inheritance; at the same 
time they see the strait and toilsome, from which they are freed, and the broad, which, 
happy and immortal, they will soon receive. ‘The sixth order is such that when it shall 
be shown them, how will their face begin to light up as the sun, and how will they begin 
to become like the light of the stars, from now on incorruptible. The seventh order, 
which is higher than any other before mentioned, is that they will exult with confidence 
and that they will trust without confusion, and rejoice without fear; for they hasten to 
see his face whom they served when alive, and from whom they receive a reward in glory. 
This is the order of the souls of the righteous, as they are now declared; and these are 
the kinds of pain, as before mentioned, which they forthwith suffer, who have trans- 


100 gressed. And I answered and said, So will there be given to souls, after they shall have 
101 been separated from their bodies, time to see that of which thou hast spoken to me? And 


1 Nam, but the sense given seems to be required. 2 That is, of pain. 

3 Silentio. 

4 Bensly says: ‘‘ It is not unreasonable to suppose that instead of guemadmodum there stood originally gum (= quo- 
niam) amodo. 

6 Vaso corruptibili. 

6 Per fidem. Clearly, another rendering would be possible. Cf. Bensly’s note. 
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he said, Their freedom will last seven days, that they may see what hath been before 
102 spoken of, and afterwards they shall be assembled in their dwelling-places. And I an- 
swered and said, If I have found graee in thy sight, show me, who until now am thy 
servant, whether on the day of judgment the righteous can give excuse for the godless, 
103 or pray on their behalf to the Most High; fathers on behalf of sons, or sons on behalf of 
arents, brothers on behalf of brothers, relatives on behalf of neighbors, confidants on be- 
104. half of those whom they love best. And he answered me and said, Since thou hast found 
grace in my sight, I will show thee also this. The day of judgment is the decisive day and 
will make manifest to all the seal of truth. For as now the father sendeth not the son, 
or the son the father, or the master the servant,! or the confidant his best beloved, that 
105 he may be sick,? or sleep, or eat, or be cured for him, so no one will ever pray on behalf 
of any other one, for all shall then bear, each for himself, his own wrong doing or well 
doing. 
106 AndI said, Abraham prayed first for the Sodomites, and Moses for the fathers that 
107 sinned in the wilderness, and Jesus after him for Israel in the time of Achaz, and Sam- 
108 uel and David for the destruction, and Solomon for them that came to the dedication,® 
109, 110 and Elias for them that received rain, and for the dead, that he might live, and 
111 Ezechias for the people in the time of Sennacherib, and many for many. If in this 
manner, therefore, when corruption increased, and unrighteousness multiplied, the right- 
112 eous prayed for the ungodly, wherefore shall it not be so then‘ also? And he answered 
me, and said, The present world is not the end; glory doth not abide in it continually ; 
113 therefore have the strong® prayed for the weak. But the day of judgment shall be the 
114 end of this time, and the beginning of the immortality to come, wherein corruption hath 
passed away, and intemperance is at an end, infidelity cut off, but righteousness grown, 
115 truth hath sprung up. Then, therefore, shall no man be able to save him that is lost, 
nor to oppress him that hath gotten the victory. j 
116 And l answered then and said, This is my first and last word, that it had been better not 
to have given the earth unto Adam, or else, when it was given him, to have restrained 
117 him from sinning. For what profit is it to men in this present time to live in heavi- 
118 ness, and after death to look for punishment ? O thou Adam, what hast thou done? for 
though it was thou that sinned, thou art not fallen alone, but also we that have come from 
119 thee. For what profit is it unto us, if there be promised us an immortal life, when we 
120 have done works that bring death? And that there is foretold to us an everlasting hope, 
121 when we in the last degree have become vain? And that there are reserved for us 
122 dwellings of health and safety, when we have lived wickedly? And that the glory of the 
Most High will defend them who have led a chaste ® life, when we have walked in the 
123 worst ways? And that there should be shown a paradise, whose fruit endureth forever, 
124 wherein is satisfaction? and healing, when we shall not enter into it? For we have 
125 walked in unpleasant places. And that the faces of them who have used abstinence shall 
126 shine above the stars, when our faces shall be blacker than darkness? For while we 
aoe and committed iniquity, we considered not that we should begin to suffer after 
eath. ~* 
127. And he answered, and said, This is a condition of the battle, which man that is born 
128 upon earth shall fight: that, if he be overcome, he shall suffer as thou hast said; but if 
129 he get the victory, he shall receive what I say. For this is the way § whereof Moses 
spoke while he lived, saying unto the people, Choose thee life, that thou mayest live. 
130 Nevertheless they believed not him, nor yet the prophets after him, no nor me who have 
131 spoken unto them, that there should not be heaviness in their destruction, as there shall 
be joy over them that are persuaded to salvation. 
132 And I answered, and said, I know, Lord, that the Most High is now called merciful, in 
133 that he hath merey upon those who have not yet come into the world; and the Pitiful, in 
134 that he hath pity on them who walk in his law; and long-suffering, in that he showeth 
135 long-suffering toward those that have sinned, as his creatures ; and bountiful, in that he 
136 is ready, indeed, to give where one needeth; and of great mercy, in that he multiplieth 
more and more mercies to them that are present, and that are past, and that are to 
137 come; for were he not to multiply his mercies, the world would notcontinue with them 


1 The whole of this verse to this point is omitted in the original portion of Cod. A., and has been adapted to the con- 
text by a corrrector. Y _ 

2 Intellegat, but I follow the Syr. and Ethiop., which presuppose tva vooy in the original. 

3 Sanctionem with Cod. 8.; text. rec., sanctificationem. 

4 Adopted by Volkmar and Fritzsche, though wanting in the MSS. It refers to the judgment. 

ae with Cod. A. (ef. Bensly, p. 80), and not validi, with Volkmar, which, however, gives the sense cor- 
rectly. 

6 Caste, and not tarde of the text. rec. 

7 Saturitas, and not securitas of the text. rec. Both 2 i i i r 
Mees , oth the last preferred readings are noticed in the margin of 

8 Via, with §., not vita of the text. rec. 
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138 that dwell therein; and the Giver, since if he gave not of his goodness, that they who 
have committed iniquities might be eased of them, a ten thousandth part of men could 
139 not remain alive; and being judge, if he did not forgive them that were created by his 
140 word, and blot out the multitude of transgressions, there would be left, peradventure, but 
very few among an innumerable multitude. 
Cuap. VIII. 1 And he answered me, saying, The Most High hath made this: world for 
2 many, but the world to come for few. But I will tell thee a similitude, Esdras: As when 
thou askest the earth, it will say unto thee, that it giveth much mould whereof earthen 
vessels are made, but little dust that gold cometh of, even so is the course of the present 
world. There be many, indeed, created, but few shall be saved. 

And I answered and said, Swallow down then, O my soul, understanding, and drink 
in, O my heart, knowledge. For thou comest without thy choice, and goest away against. 
thy choice ; for no power is given thee save only in the short space of life. O Lord who 
art over us, if thou suffer not thy servant, that we may pray before thee, and thou give 
us not seed of the heart, and culture of the understanding, whence fruit may come, how 
ean any man live that is corrupt, who shall hold the place of aman? For thou art alone, 

8 and we are one workmanship of thine hands, as thou hast said. And since now thou giv- 
est life! to the body fashioned in the womb, and givest it members, thy creation is pre- 
served in fire and water, and nine months doth thy workmanship endure thy creation 

9 which is created in her. But that which keepeth and that which is kept shall both be 
kept ; and having been kept, from time to time, the womb delivereth up what hath grown 

10 init. For thou hast commanded that from the members themselves ? milk shall be given, 
11 the fruit of the breasts, that the thing which is fashioned may be nourished for a time, 
12 and afterwards thou wilt commit ® it to thy mercy. Thou didst nourish it with thy righteous- 
13 ness, and instrnet it with thy law, and reform it with thy understanding; and thou 
14 shalt mortify it as thy creation, and make it living as thy work. If therefore thou dost 
destroy him who with so great labor was fashioned, it is an easy thing to be ordained by 
15 thy commandment, that the thing which was made should also be preserved. And now I 
will speak fully. Touching man in general, thou knowest best; but J will speak touch- 
16 ing thy people, for whose sake I grieve ; and thine inheritance, for whose cause I mourn; 
and for Israel, for whom I am heavy; and for the seed® of Jacob, for whose sake I am 
17 troubled. Therefore will I begin to pray before thee for myself and for them ; for I see 
18 the falls of us that dwell on the earth. But I have heard of the swiftness of the judge who 
19 is to come. Therefore hear my voice, and understand my words, and I will speak be- 
fore thee.® 
20 And I said, O Lord, thou that inhabitest eternity, who beholdest from above things in 
21 the heavens and in the air; and whose throne is inestimable; and whose glory is incom- 
prehensible; before whom the hosts of angels, whose service is conversant with wind and 
22 fire, stand with trembling ; whose word is true, and sayings abiding; whose commandment 
23 is strong, and ordinance fearful ; whose look drieth up the depth, and whose indignation 
24 maketh the mountains melt away ; and whose truth abideth for ever: O hear the prayer 
25 of thy servant, and give ear to the petition of thy creature. For while I live Iwill speak, 
26 and while I have understanding I will answer. O look not upon the sins of thy people ; 
27 but on them who serve thee in truth. Regard not the efforts of them that behave im- 
28 piously, bu of them that keep thy testimonies in afflictions. Think not upon them that 
have walked feignedly before thee; but remember them who according to thy will have 
29 known thy fear. Let it not be thy will to destroy them who have lived like beasts; but 
30 to look upon them that have clearly taught thy law. Be not indignant at them who are 
31 deemed worse than beasts; but love them that always put their trust in thy glory. For 
we and our fathers have acted according to such customs ;7 but because of us sinners thou 
32 shalt be called merciful. For if thou be willing to have mercy upon us, then shalt thou 
33 be called merciful, because we have no works of righteousness. For the just, who have 
34 many works laid up with thee, shall from their own works receive reward. For what is 
man, that thou shouldest take displeasure at him? or what is a corruptible generation, 
35 that thou shouldest be so bitter toward it? For in truth there is no man among them that 
are born, but hhth dealt godlessly; and among the faithful there is none who hath not 
36 done amiss. For in this, O Lord, thy righteousness and thy goodness shall be declared, 
if thou be merciful unto them who have no store ® of good works. 
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1 Text rec. has quomodo for quoniam, and omits vivificas. 

2 The word mamillis, after membris, is rejected by the best critics as a gloss. 

8 Cod. 8. has dispones, 

4 In place of domine of the text, rec., Cod. S. has dicens. 

5 The common text omits semine, found in 8. 

6 In the MSS., the inscription to the prayer of Esdras is here given ( Inigum verborum Esdre priusquam assumeretur), 
but it does not properly belong in the text, and I have, therefore, with Fritzsche, omitted it. 

7 Moribus, and not morbis, as ecmmonly read. 

8 So I render substantiam. 
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37 And he answered me, and said, Some things hast thou spoken aright, and according 
38 unto thy words it shall be. For indeed I will not think on the work of them who have 
39 sinned before death, ae judgment, before destruction ; but I will rejoice over the work 
of the righteous, and I will remember also their pilgrimage, and the salvation, and the 
40 reward that they shall receive. As I have spoken therefore, so shall it come to pass. 
41 For as the husbandman soweth much seed upon the ground, and planteth a multitude of 
trees, but all that is sown in its season cometh not up, neither doth all that is planted take 
root ; so is it also with them that are sown in the world, they shall not all be saved. 
42,43 And I answered and said, If I have found grace, let me speak. As with the hus- 
bandman’s seed, if it come not up, because it receiveth not thy rain in due season ; or be- 
44 cause there cometh too much rain, and corrupteth it, so perisheth man also, who is 
formed by thy hands, and thou hast called him thine image, because thou art like unto 
him? For whose sake thou hast made all things, likenest thou him unto the husband- 
45 man’s seed? Be not wroth with us, but spare thy people, and have mercy upon thine in- 
heritance; for thou art merciful unto thy creature. 
46 And he answered me, and said, Things present are for the present, and things to come 
47 for such as are to come. For thou comest far short that thou shouldest be able to love 
my creature more thanI. But thou hast ofttimes counted thyself with the unrighteous, 
48 but never with the righteous.1 But in this also thou shalt be marvelous before the Most 
49 Hich : in that thou hast humbled thyself, as it becometh thee, and hast not judged thy- 
50 self worthy to be much glorified among the righteous. On that account many great miser- 
ies shall be felt by them that in the later time shall dwell in the world, because they have 
51 walked in great pride. But understand thou for thyself, and seek out the glory for such 
52 as are like thee. For unto you is paradise opened, the tree of life is planted, the time to 
come is prepared, abundance is prepared, a city is built, rest is assured,? goodness and 
53 wisdom made perfect. The root of evil is sealed up from you, weakness and the moth is 
54 hid from you, and corruption is fled into hell ; * sorrows are passed away to be forgotten ; 
55 and in the end is shown the treasure of immortality. Therefore ask thou no more ques- 
56 tions concerning the multitude of them that perish. For when also they 4 had received 
liberty, they despised the Most High, thought scornfully of his law, and forsook his ways. 
57, 58 Moreover they have trodden down his righteous, and said in their heart, that there is 
59 no God ; yea, and that knowing they must die. For as the things promised shall receive 
you, so thirst and pain which are prepared, them ; for it was not the will of the Most 
60 High * that men should come to nought ; but they who are created have defiled the name 
of him that made them, and have been unthankful unto him who prepared life for them. 
61, 62 And therefore is my judgment now at hand. These things have I not shown unto all 
men, but unto thee, and a few like thee. 
63 And I answered and said, Behold, O Lord, now hast thou shown me a multitude of 
signs, which thou wilt begin to do in the last times; but at what time, thou hast not shown 


me. 

Cuap.IX.1 And he answered me, and said, Measure thou the time diligently with thy- 
self;® and it shall come to pass, that when thou shalt see part of the siens of which I have 
told thee before, past, then shalt thou understand, that it is the very time, wherein the 
Most High will begin to visit the world which he made. And when there shall be seen in 
the world earthquakes, uproar of peoples, unrest of nations, inconstancy of leaders, over- 
throw of princes,” then shalt thou understand, that the Most High spoke of these things 
from the days that were before thee, from the beginning. For ‘as all that is made in the 
world hath in like manner a beginning and an end, and the end is manifest, so the times 
also of the Most High: the beginnings are manifest in wonders and forces, and the end in 
7 effects and signs. And it shall come to pass, that every one that shall be saved, and who 
shall be able to escape through his works, or® through faith, whereby he hath believed,? 
he shall be preserved from the predicted perils, and shall see my salvation in my land, and in 
my borders; for 1° I have sanctified them for myself from the beginning. And then shall 
they wonder, who now have abused my ways; and they that have cast them away de- 
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1 The text is corrupt, but the context seems to require the sense given, and it is in harmony with the text as restored 
by Fritzsche. The A. V. renders: ‘‘ But I have often drawn nigh unto thee, and unto it, but neyer unto the un- 
righteous.” 

2 Probata; Syr., constituta ; Ethiop., substrata. 

3 In infernum. 

4 Et ipsi is a proper correction of etst of Cod. 8. Cf. Bensly, p. 23. 

5 Text. rec. omits. 

© Cod. S., in temetipso ; text. rec., tempus in semetipso. 

7 Text. rec. omits gentium cogitationes, ducum inconstantia,, principum turbatio. 

8 Vel, with 8., not et of the text, rec. 

9 MSS., credidistis. Fritzsche adopts a conjecture of Hilgenfeld, credidit. 

20 God. S. has, according to Fritzsche, quem. 

1 Mirabuntur, with 8., and not miserebuntur of the common text. A. V : “be in pitiful case.” 
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10 spitefully shall dwell in torments. For they that in their life have received benefits, and 
11 have not known me; and they that have loathed my law, while as yet they had liberty, 
and while as yet place for repentance was open unto them, understood it not, but despised 
12, 13 it, these must know it after death by pain. Therefore be thou not further curious 
how the ungodly shall be punished, and when; but inquire how the righteous shall be 
saved, whose is the world, and for whom the world is. 
14,15 And I answered and said, I have said before, and now say, and will say hereafter, 
16 that there are more who perish than will be saved, as a wave is greater than-a drop. 
17 And he answered me, and said, As the field is, such is also the seed ; as the flowers, such 
are the colors also ; and as the workman, such also is the work; and as the husbandman, 
18 such is the harvest? also. For there was a period of the world, when I prepared it for 
them who now are; before the world was made, for them who now inhabit if, and no man 
19 spake against me; for there was no one at all. But now are there those who were created 
in this world that was made ready, and who have had unfailing harvests, and a law which 
20 is unsearchable, who are corrupt in their customs. And I considered my world, and be- 
hold, there was ruin, and my earth, and behold, there was peril? on account of the devices 
21 that are come into it. And I saw, and with great difficulty ® spared them, and have kept 
22 me a grape from a cluster, and a plant from a great race. Let the multitude perish then, 
which was born in vain; and let my grape be kept, and my plant; for with great labor 
23 have I brought it about. Nevertheless, if thou wilt wait seven days more (but thou shalt 
24 not fast in them. Thou shalt go into a field of flowers, where no house is built, and eat 
only the flowers of the field; and thou shalt taste no flesh, and drink no wine, but cat 
25 flowers only) : pray unto the Most High continually, and I will come and talk with thee. 


Tue FourtH VISION. 


26 Anp I went my way into the field which is called Ardath,* as he commanded me; and 
there I sat amongst the flowers, and did eat of the herbs of the field, and the eating of 
27 them satisfied me. And it came to pass, that after seven days I sat upon the grass, and 
28 my heart was troubled, just as before ; and I opened my mouth, and began to talk before 
the Most High, and said, 
29 O Lord, thou hast truly revealed thyself unto us, unto our fathers in the wilderness, when 
30 they came out of Egypt and entered the desert which was untrodden and barren, and 
31 thou spakest, saying, Hear me, O Israel ; and mark my words, thou seed of Jacob. For 
behold, I sow my law in you, and it shall bring fruit in you, and ye shall be honored in it 
32 for ever. But our fathers, who received the law, kept it not, and observed not thy ordi- 
nances, and yet the fruit of thy law did not perish; for it could not, since it was thine. 
33,34 But they that received it perished, because they kept not what was sown in them. And 
lo, it is wont to happen, when the ground hath received seed, or the sea a ship, or any ves- 
sel food or drink, and it cometh to pass, that that perisheth which was sown, or was sent 
35 forth, or was received, that while these perish,® the receptacles remain ; but with us it 
36 hath not happened so. For we that have received the law shall perish by sin, and our 
37 heart which received it. Notwithstanding the law perisheth not, but remaineth in force.® 
38 And as I spoke these things in my heart, I looked back with mine eyes, and upon the 
right side I saw a woman, and behold, she mourned and wept with a loud voice, and was 
much grieved in heart, and her clothes were rent, and there were ashes upon her head. 
39, 40 And I let my thoughts go that I was thinking, and turned me unto her, and said unto 
41 her, Wherefore weepest thou? why art thou grieved in mind? And she said unto me, 
My lord, let me alone, that I may bewail myself, and continue in my sorrow, for I am sore 
42 wounded in my spirit, and brought very low. And I said unto her, What aileth thee? tell 
43 me. She said unto me, I thy servant have been barren, and had no child, though I had 
44 a husband thirty years. But during those thirty years, day and night, and every hour, I 
45 made my prayer to the Most High. And it came to pass, that after thirty years God 
heard me thine handmaid, and looked upon my misery, and considered my distress, and 
gave me a son. And I was very glad of him, my husband also, and all my neighbors ; 
46 and we gave great honor unto the Mighty. And I nourished him with great travail. And 
47 it came to pass, that when he grew up, and the time came that he should take a wife, I 
made a feast. 


1 For cultura, I adopt area (8., atria). site, 

2 [ have not followed Fritzsche, but Bensly. Cf. The Missing Fragment, p. 30. 

3 Cod. A. has viz valde. Cf. Bensly, p. 30. 

4T leave the form of this proper name as found in tezt. rec. Cod. 8. has, from the first hand, Adar, by a second 
hand, Ardat. ; : 

5 The apodosis begins with erterminentur. It is improperly punctuated in Fritzsche’s text. ‘ 

6 Jn suohonore. ‘The last word is adopted by Fritzsche from the Arabic. The MSS., according to him, have labore. 
Volkmar receives robore ; Hilgenfeld, valore. 
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Cuap. X.1 And it came to pass, that when my son entered into his wedding-chamber, he 
2 fell down and:died. And we all overthrew the lights, and all my neighbors rose up to 
3 comfort me; and I kept quiet until the second day at night. And it came to pass, that 
when they had all left off to comfort me, to the end I might be quiet, I rose up by night, 
4 and fled, and came into this field, as thou seest. And I now purpose not to return into the 
city, but here to stay, and neither to eat nor drink, but continually to mourn and to fast 
until I die. 

And I changed my former! way of speaking, and spoke to her in anger, and said to her, 
Most foolish of women, seest thou not our mourning, and what happeneth unto us? 
How that Sion the mother of us all is full of heaviness, and much humbled, and mourneth 
very sore ? And now we all mourn and are sad, for we are all in heaviness ; and art thou 
in heaviness for one son? For ask the earth, and she will tell thee, that it is she which 
ought to mourn for the fall of so many that sprang from her. Even out of her came all at 
the first, and shall others come, and behold, they almost all go into destruction, and a 
11 multitude of them is rooted out. And who then should make more mourning than she, 
12 that hath lost so great a multitude ; and not thou, who grievest but for one? But if thou 

sayest unto me, My lamentation is not like the earth’s, because I have lost the fruit of my 

13 womb, which I brought forth with pains, and bore with sorrows ; but the earth according 

to the way of the earth; and the multitude present in it is gone, as it came : then say I 

14 unto thee, As thou hast brought forth with grief,? so the earth also hath given her fruit, 

15 man, from the beginning unto him that madeher. Now therefore keep thy sorrow to 

16 thyself, and bear with a good courage that which hath befallen thee. For if thou shalt 

acknowledge the determination of God to be just, thou shalt both receive thy son in time, 

17 and shalt be commended amongst women. Go thy way then into the city to thine hus- 

18 band. And she said unto me, I will not do it; I will not go into the city, but here will I 

19, 20 die. And I proceeded to speak further unto her, and said, Do not as thou hast said, 

but be counselled by me; for what is Sion’s case ? and be comforted because of the sor- 

21 row of Jerusalem. For thou seest that our sanctuary is laid waste, and our altar broken 

22 down, and our temple destroyed ; and our psaltery is laid on the ground, and our song is put 

to silence, and our rejoicing is at an end, and the light of our candlestick is put out, and 

the ark of our covenant is spoiled, and our holy things are defiled, and the name that is 

called over us is almost profaned ; and our children are put to shame, and our priests are 

burnt, and our Levites are gone into captivity, and our virgins are defiled, and our wives 

ravished; and our righteous men are carried away, and our little ones are destroyed, 

23 and our young men are brought into bondage, and our strong men have become weak ; and 

what is the greatest of all, the seal of Sion since she lost her glory,* is now also de- 

24 livered into the hands of them that hate us. Therefore do thou shake off thy great heavi- 

ness, and put away the multitude of sorrows, that the Mighty may be merciful unto thee 
again ; and the Most High will give thee rest from thy labors. 

25 And it came to pass, that while I was talking with her, behold, her face upon a sudden 

shone exceedingly, and her countenance became as lightning,® so that I was sore afraid of 

26 her, and mused what it might be. And behold, suddenly she uttered a great cry, very 

27 fearful, so that the earth shook at the ery.6 And I looked, and behold, the woman ap- 

peared unto me no more, but there was a city built, and a place showed itself with great 

28 foundations. And I was afraid, and cried with a loud voice, and said, Where is Uriel the 

angel, who came unto me at the first? for he hath caused me to come into this great eestasy 

29 of spirit, and mine end is turned into corruption, and my prayer to rebuke. And as I 

was speaking these words, behold, the angel came unto me, who had come to me at first. 

30 And he Tepes upon me; and lo, I lay as one dead, and mine understanding was taken 

away. And he took me by the right hand, and comforted me, and set me upon my feet, 

31 and said unto me, What aileth thee ? and why art thou disquieted? and why is thine un- 

32 derstanding troubled, and the feeling of thine heart? And 1 said, Because thou hast 

wholly forsaken me; and truly I did according to thy words, and I went into the field, 

33 and lo, I have seen, and see, what I am not able to relate. And he said unto me, Stand 

34 up manfully, and I will advise thee. And I said, Speak, my lord ; only forsake me not, 

35 lest I die without cause.. For I have seen what I knew not, and hear what I do not know. 

36, 37 Or is my sense deceived, and my soul in a dream? Now therefore I beseech thee that 

38 thou wilt show thy servant concerning this vision. And he answered me, and said, Hear 

me, and I will teach thee, and tell thee concerning what thou art afraid; for the Most 

1 God. 8. adds adhuc after dereliqui. 
2 LT adopt dolore from 8. ; Fritzsche, labore. 


8 For perditi, both 8. and A. have proditi, Of. Bensly, p. 27. It is also quoted in that form by Ambrose; but it 
must have much the same rendering as the other word. : 

4 Resignata est de gloria sua. 

5 Fritzsche adopts specie (MSS., spectes, which seems better) coruscus fiebat visus ejus. Syr., Et sicut similitudo ful- 
guris facta est species vultus ejus, Similarly the Ethiop. : 

6 Fritzsche, a mulieris sono. But the second word is wanting in 8. 
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39 High will reveal many secret things unto thee. He hath seen that thy way is right ; that 
thou sorrowest continually for thy people, and makest great lamentation on account of 
40,41 Sion. This therefore is the conception of the vision. A woman appeared to thee a lit- 
42 tle while ago, whom thou sawest mourning, and whom thou didst begin to comfort; but 
now seest thou the appearance of the woman no more, but what appeareth unto thee as a 
43, 44 city built ; and she told thee of the death of her son. This is the solution : This 
45 woman, whom thou sawest, is Sion, whom thou now seest as a city built. And whereas 
she said unto thee, that she had been thirty years barren : it was because of the three 
thousand! years of the world, in which there had not been, as yet, offerings offered in 
46 her. And after three thousand years 2 Solomon built the city, and offered offerings; and 
47 then was the time when the barren bore a son. And whereas she told thee that she 
48 nourished him with labor: that was dwelling in Jerusalem. And whereas she said unto 
thee, My son coming into his marriage chamber happened to have a fall, and died : this 
49 was the destruction that came to Jerusalem. And behold, thou sawest her likeness, how 
she mourned for her son, and thou didst begin to comfort her ; and of the things which 
50 have happened, these were to be opened unto thee. And now the Most High saw that 
thou art grieved unfeignedly, and sufferest from thy whole heart for her, so hath he shown 
51 thee the brightness of her glory, and the comeliness of her beauty. Therefore I bade thee 
52 remain in the field where no house was built ; for I knew that the Most High intended to 
58 show this unto thee. Therefore I commanded thee to go into the field, where no founda- 
54 tion of a building was ; for in the place wherein the Most High began to show his city, 
55 there could no work of man’s building stand. Therefore fear not, let not thy heart be 
affrighted, but go within, and see the splendor and greatness of the building, as much as 
56 the sight of thine eyes is capable of seeing; and afterwards shalt thou hear as much as 
57 the hearing of thine ears can comprehend. For thou art blessed above many, and art 
58 called with the Most High as are but few. But to-morrow at night thou shalt remain 
here; and the Most High will show thee dream-visions of what the Most High will do 
unto them that dwell upon earth in the last days. And I slept that night and another, as 
he commanded me. 


Tue FirrH VISION. 


Cuap. XI. 1. And® I saw a vision, and behold, there came up from the sea an eagle, 
2 which had twelve feathered wings, and three heads. And I saw, and behold, she spread her 
wings over all the earth, and all the winds of heaven blew on her, and the clouds * were gath- 

3 ered together unto her. And I beheld, and out of her feathers there grew contrary feathers; 
4 and they became little feathers and small. But her heads were at rest; and the head in the 
5 midst was greater than the other heads, but it also rested with them. And I beheld, and lo, 
the eagle flew with her feathers, and reigned over the earth, and over them that dwelt there- 

6 in. And I saw how all things under heaven were subject unto her, and no man spoke 
7 against her, no, not one creature upon earth. And I beheld, and lo, the eagle rose upon her 
8 talons, and spoke to her feathers, saying, Watch not all at once; sleep each one in his place, 
9,10 and watch by course; but let the heads be preserved for the last. And I beheld, and lo, 
11 the voice went not out of her heads, but from the midst of her body. And I numbered her 
12 contrary feathers, and behold, there were eight of them. And I looked, and behold, on the 
13 right side there arose one feather, and it reigned over all the earth. And it came to pass, 
that when it had reigned, the end of it came, and it appeared not, so that the place there- 

of appeared ® no more. And the following rose up, and reigned, and it maintained itself 

14 along time. And it happened, that when it had reigned, the end of it came, so that it 
15 appeared no more, like the first. And behold, there came a voice unto it, and said, 
16 Hear thou that hast borne rule over the earth so long; this I announce unto thee, before 
17 thou beginnest to appear no more, There shall none after thee attain unto thy time, 
18 neither unto the half thereof. And the third arose, and reigned as the former ones; and 
19 also appeared no more. And so went it with all the birds,® one after another, that it 
20 reigned, and then appeared no more. And I beheld and lo, in process of time the feathers 
that followed rose up, themselves also upon the right side, that they might also rule. And 

91 some of them ruled, but soon appeared no more; and some of them were set up, but ruled not. 
92 And after this | looked, and behold, the twelve feathers appeared no more, nor the two 
93 little feathers; and there was nothing more left upon the eagle’s body, save the three’ 


1 Text. rec., triginta. Fritzsche follows the Oriental versions. Cod. 8. has simply Te 

2 See preceding note. 

3 God. A. supplies here as follows : precepit mihi. Et factwm est secunda nocte et alia sicut, that is, these words are 
added between sicut and dixerat of the common text. 

4 Fritzsche adds the words nubes ad eam from the Syriac. 

5 The words ita ut non appareret are adopted from Cod. 8. 

6 Cod. A. hay avibus (cf. Bensly, p. 27), but Fritzsche receives alis from T. Cod. 8., avis. 

7 Cod. 8. Syr. Ar. Ethiop. Arm., éria ; text. rec. duo. 
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24 heads that rested, and six little feathers. And I saw, and behold, two little feathers di- 

vided themselves from the six, and remained under the head that was upon the right side; 
25 but four continued in their place. And I beheld, and lo, those under the wing thought 
26 to set up themselves, and to ‘bear rule. And I beheld, and lo, there was one set up, but 


27, 28 shortly it appeared} no more. And the second was sooner away than the first. And. 


29 I beheld, and lo, the two that remained thought also with themselves to reign. And 
when they so thought, behold, there awoke one of the heads that were at rest, the one that 
30 was in the midst; for this was greater than the other two heads. And I saw how the two 
31 heads were joined with it. And behold, the head turned with them that were with it, 
32 and did eat up the two under the wing that would have reigned. But this head put the 
whole earth in fear, and bore rule in it over those that dwelt upon the earth, with much 
oppression; and it had greater power over the world than all the wings that had been. 
33 And after this I beheld, and lo, the head in the midst suddenly disappeared, just as the 
34 wings. But there remained the two heads, which also in like manner ruled over the 
35 earth, and over those that dwelt therein. And I beheld, and lo, the head upon the right 
36 side devoured that which was upon the left side. And T heard a voice, which said unto 
37 me, Look before thee, and consider what thou seest. And I beheld, and lo, as it were a 
roaring lion sprang? out of the wood; and I heard as * he spoke in a man’s voice unto the 
38 eagle, and said, Hear thou, and I will talk with thee; and the Most High saith unto thee, 
39 Art not thou it that remainest of the four beasts, whom I made to reign in my world, that 
40 the end of their times might come through them? And he who came forth hath over- 
come all the beasts that went before him, and hath ruled the world with great fear, and 
the whole globe with wicked oppression; and so long time they occupied * the earth with 
41, 42 deceit. And the earth hast thou not judged with truth; for thou hast afflicted the 
meek, and hast hurt the peaceable, and hast hated the righteous,® hast loved liars, and 
hast destroyed the dwellings of them that brought forth fruit, and hast cast down the 
43 walls of them who did thee no harm. And thy contempt hath come up unto the Most 
44 High, and thy pride unto the Mighty. The Most High hath also observed his ® times, and 


45 behold, they are ended and his periods? are fulfilled. Therefore appear no more, thou. 


eagle, nor thy horrible wings, nor thy wicked little feathers, nor thy malicious heads, 
46 nor thy wicked claws, nor all thy unworthy body: that all the earth may be refreshed, and 
may become free from thy violence, and may hope for the judgment and mercy of him 
that made her. 
Cuap. XII. 1. And it came to pass, while the lion spoke these words unto the eagle, I 
2 saw, and behold, the head that remained, appeared ® no more; and the two wings which 
had gone over to it, set themselves up to reign, and their kingdom was small, and full of 
3 uproar. And I saw, and behold, they appeared no more, and the whole body of the 
eagle was burned, and the earth was in great fear. 

‘And I awoke out of the trouble, and mental trance, and from great fear, and said unto 
my spirit,‘ Lo, this hast thou done unto me, in that thou searchest out the ways of the Most 
High. | Lo, Iam yet weary in mind and very weak in my spirit; and little strength is 
there in me, by reason of the great fear wherewith I was affrighted this night. Now there- 
fore will I beseech the Most High, that he will comfort me unto the end. And I said, 
Lord who bearest rule, if I have found grace in thy sight, and if I am justified with thee 
above many, and if my prayer hath, indeed, come up before thy face; comfort me and 
show me thy servant a clear interpretation ® of this fearful vision, that thou mayest per- 

9 fectly comfort my soul. For thou hast judged me worthy to show me the end of the 
last times, and the last days. 
10,11 And he said unto me, This is the interpretation of this vision: The eagle, whom 
thou sawest come up from the sea, this is the fourth !° kingdom which was seen in the vis- 
12 ion of thy brother Daniel. But it was not expounded unto him, as + now I expound it unto 
13 thee. Behold, the days come, that there shall rise up a kingdom upon earth, and it shall 
14 be feared above all the kingdoms that were before it. But in it shall twelve kings reign 
15 one after another; the second shall begin to reign, and shall have more time than the 


AQ, 


io.) 


1 Fritzsche adopts comparuit ; 8. has apparuit. 

2 Cod. S. has suscitatus, and afterwards mugiens, instead of concitatus and rugiens, adopted by Fritzsche. Cod. A 
agrees with 8. in the latter reading. 7 

8 Cod. A. reads, et audivi quomodo, and §. has the second word, by the first hand. Fritzsche, vidi quomodo. 

4 Fritzsche gives inhabitant as the reading of 8. According to Bensly (p. 81), however, it is inhabitabunt, which would 
also give a good sense. 

5 The words et odisti rectos are received by Fritzsche from the Syr. Cf. the other Oriental versions. 

6 Sua instead of superba, with Hilgenfeld, Fritzsche, and the Oriental versions. 

7 Secula, with 8., and not scelera of the text, rec. 

8 Cod. A. also reads comparuit, which was suggested by Van der Vlis and approved by Hil i 

c z enf 

9 Lit., ‘‘ interpretation and distinction.” od Sie, oe 

10 T add ‘‘ fourth,” on the authority of Cod. A. Cf. Bensly, p. 80. 

1 Cod. 8. quomodo, and not guoniam with the text. rec. 
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17 twelve. This do the twelve wings signify, which thou sawest. And as for the voice 
which thou heardest speak, which did not go out from her heads, but from the midst of 
her body, this is the interpretation: That after the time of that kingdom there shall arise 
great contentions, and it shall stand in peril of falling; nevertheless it shall not then fall, 
but shall be restored again to its beginning. And whereas thou sawest eight under feath- 
ers sticking to her wings, this is the interpretation: In him there shall arise eight kings, 
whose times shall be small, and their years swift. And two of them shall perish, the mid- 
dle time approaching ; but four shall be kept until their end begin to approach; while 
two shall be kept unto the end. And whereas thou sawest three heads resting, this is the 
interpretation : In his last days shall the Most High raise up three kingdoms, and renew 4 
many things therein, and they shall have the dominion of the earth, and of those that 
dwell therein, with much oppression, above all that were before them; therefore are they 
ealled the heads of the eagle. For these are they that shall fill up her wickedness, and 
that shall bring her end. And? whereas thou sawest that the great head appeared no more, 
one of them shall die upon his bed, and yet with pain. But the two that remain shall be 
slain with the sword. For the sword of the ene shall devour him that is with him; but 
at the last shall he also fall through the sword. And whereas thou sawest two under the 
wings passing over to the head that is on the right side, it signifieth that these are they, 
whom the Most High hath kept unto its end ; this is a small kingdom and full of turmoil, 
as thou sawest. And the lion, whom thou sawest rising up out of the wood, and roaring, 
and speaking to the eagle, and rebuking her for her unrighteousness? with all his words 
which thou hast heard : this is the Anointed, whom the Most High hath kept for them 
unto the end; and he will rebuke them for their godlessness, and will bring up before 4 
them their contempt. For he will set them alive in judgment, and when he has rebuked 
them, he will correct them. But the rest of my people will he deliver with mercy, who 
have been saved in my borders, and he will make them joyful until the coming of the end, 
the day of judgment, whereof I have spoken unto thee from the beginning. This is the 
vision that thou sawest, and this is its interpretation.® Thou only now hast been meet to 
know this secret of the Most High. Therefore write all these things that thou hast seen 
in a book, and hide them ; and thou shalt teach them to the wise of thy people, whose 
hearts thou knowest can comprehend and keep these secrets. But wait thou here thyself 
yet seven days more, that it may be shown thee, whatsoever it shall please the Most High 
to make known unto thee. And he went from me. 

And it came to pass, when all the people heard that seven days had passed, and I had 
not come again into the city, they gathered all together, from the least unto the greatest, 
and came unto me, and said, In what have we sinned against thee? and what wrong have 
we done against thee, that thou forsakest us, and sittestin this place? For of all the 
prophets thou only art left us, as a cluster of the vintage, and as a lamp in a dark place, 
and as a haven, and a ship preserved from the tempest. Or are not the evils which have 
come to us sufficient? If therefore thou shalt forsake us, how much better had it been 
for us, if we also had been burnt in the burning of Sion? For we are not better than they 
that died there. And they wept with a loud voice. 

And I answered them, and said, Be comforted, O Israel, and be not heavy, thou house 
of Jacob; for the Most High hath you in remembrance, and the Mighty hath not forgot- 
ten you in temptation. For I have not forsaken you, neither have I departed from you; 
but I have come into this place, to pray for the desolation of Sion, and that I might seek 
mercy for the humiliation of your sanctuary. And now go every man to his home, and 
after these days will I come unto you. So the people went their way into the city, as I 
bade them; but I sat still in the field seven days, as the angel commanded me; and I 
ate ® in those days only of the flowers of the field, and had herbs for my food. 


Tue SrxtrH VISION. 


Cuap. XII.1 Ann it came to pass after seven days, that I dreamed a dream by night : 


2, 


3 and lo, there arose a wind from the sea, that set in motion all the waves thereof. And 
I beheld, and lo, that man came flying’ with the clouds* of heaven ; and whither he 


1 Renovabunt. Cod. 8., however, renovabit. Cf. Bensly, p. 31. 

2 The words hee est interpretatio ejus, found in the teat. rec., are not found in Cod. 8., and are struck out by Hilgen- 
feld and Fritzsche. 

3 Cod. A. here supports, against Cod. 8., the text adopted by Fritzsche. 

4 Both A. and §. have infulcit (lit., stuff in), instead of incutiet, adopted by Fritzsche. 

5 God. A. alone has the obviously correct reading, et hee wnterpretatio ejus. Cf. Bensly, p. 83. 


6 


Cod. S. (contra, Fritzsche, p. 631) has manducabam, with the text. rec. See Bensly, p. 81, note. 


7 Convolabat is an emendation suggested by Van der Vlis, in harmony with the Oriental version ; text. rec., convales 


cebat. ay 
8 Cod. 8., nubibus ; text. rec., millibus. 
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turned his countenance to look, all things trembled that were seen under him. And 
wherever a voice went out of his mouth, all they burnt that heard his voice, as wax melt- 
eth} when it feeleth the fire. And after this I beheld, and lo, there was gathered to- 
gether a multitude of men, without number, from the four winds of the heaven, to fight 
against the man who had risen out of the sea. And I beheld, and lo, he had hewn out — 
for himself a great mountain, and flew up upon it. But I would have seen the region or 
place whence the mountain was hewn, and I could not. And after this I beheld, and lo, 
all they who had gathered together to fight against him were sore afraid, yet dared to 
fight. And lo, as he saw the violence of the multitude that came, he neither lifted up his 
hand, nor held a sword, nor any weapon of war; but I saw only how he, sent out of his 
mouth as it had been a blast of fire, and out of his lips a flaming breath, and from his 
tongue he sent forth sparks and tempests.? And they were all mixed together : this blast 
of fire, and flaming breath, and the great tempest ; and it fell with violence upon the 
multitude who were prepared to fight, and burnt up every one, so that suddenly of an in- 
numerable multitude nothing was to be perceived, save only dust of ashes and smell of 
smoke ; and when I saw it I was terrified. And afterwards I saw the man himself come 
down from the mountain, and call unto him another peaceable multitude. And there 
came many people unto him, whereof some were glad, some were sorrowful; but some 
were bound, and some brought of them that were offered.® 

And I awoke, through great fear, and prayed to the Most High,‘ and said, Thou hast 
shown thy servant these wonders from the beginning, and hast counted me worthy that 
thou shouldest receive my prayer; and now show me further the interpretation bf this 
dream. For as I conceive in mine understanding, woe to them who shall be left in those 
days ! and much more woe to them who are not left ! For they that are not left shall be ® 
in heaviness, understanding the things that are laid up in the later days, which shall not 
happen unto them ; but also to those that are left, therefore woe, because they shall see 
great perils and many necessities, as these dreams show. Yet it is easier for him that is © 
in danger to come into these things, than to pass away as a cloud from the world, and 
not see what happeneth in the last days. 

And he answered me, and said, The interpretation of the vision will I tell thee, and I 
will open unto thee what thou hast inquired about. Whereas thou hast spoken of them 
that are left behind, this is the interpretation : He that will bring the danger in that time 
will keep those that have fallen into danger, who are such as have works, and faith to- 
wards the Almighty. Know therefore, that they who are left behind are more blessed 
than they that are dead. This is the meaning of the vision : Whereas thou sawest a man 
coming up from the midst of the sea, this is he whom the Most High hath kept a long 
season, who by himself will deliver his creature; and he will set in order them that are 
left behind. And whereas thou sawest, that out of his mouth there came as it were a 
breath, and fire, and storm, and that he held neither.sword, nor weapon of war, but that 
the rushing in of him destroyed the multitude that had come to fight against him, this is 
the interpretation : Behold, the days come, when the Most High will begin to deliver 
them that are upon the earth. And there shall come astonishment of mind to them that 
dwell on the earth. And some shall undertake to fight against others, one city against 
another, and one place against another, and one nation against another, and one realm 
against another. And it shall be, that when these things shall come to pass, and the 
signs shall happen which I have shown thee before, then shall my Son be revealed, whom 
thou sawest as a man ascending, And it shall be, that when all nations hear his voice, 
every man shall in his own land leave his war which they have one against another. 
And an innumerable multitude shall be gathered together, as thou sawest them, will- 
ing to come, and to fight against him. But he shall stand upon the top of mount Sion. 
And Sion shall come, and shall be shown to all men, being prepared and built, as thou 
sawest a mountain hewn out without hands. And this my Son shall punish those nations 
which have come, for their codlessness, that is like the tempest ; and shall bring before 
them their evil thoughts, and the torments wherewith they shall begin to be tormented, 
which are like the flame; and shall destroy them without labor by the law, which is like 
the fire. And whereas thou sawest that he gathered another peaceable multitude unto 
him : these are the ten ® tribes, which were carried away prisoners out of their own land 
in the time of Josias the king, whom Salmanasar king of Assyria led captive, and carried 
Liquescit cera, and not quescit terra of the text. rec, 


Perhaps better, scintillas tempestatis, with Ar. and Hilgenfeld. 
Aliqui adducentes ex eis qui offerebantur. Volkmar: ‘‘ Others brought before him of that, which they had suffered ” 


(que perferebantur). Meyer: ‘‘ And some brought some of them, who approached.”? Junius: ‘‘ brought of the things 
that were offered” (so marg., of A. V.). Ewald (Arabic): ‘‘ Others bringing him manifold gifts,” 


4 
5 
6 


The words, et deprecatus sum Altissimum, Fritzsche adopts from the Syriac. 
I adopt erunt from Cod. A. (Cf. Bensly, p. 38) for erant of Cod. S. and Fritzsche’s text, 
Cod. A. with the Syr., Ar., and Ethiop., has “ nine” (viiii.), but decem has been written above it, which is in har- 


mony with 8. 
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41 them over the river, and they were brought over into another land. But they took this coun- 
sel amongst themselves, that they would leave the multitude of the heathen, and go forth 
42 into a further country, where mankind never dwelt, that they might there keep their own 
43 statutes, which they had not kept in their own land. But they entered into Euphrates 
44 by the narrow passages of the river; for the Most High then wrought signs for them, and 
45 held still the waves of the river, till they had passed over. But through that country there 
was a long journey to make of a year and a half ; and the same region is called Arzareth.} 
46 Then dwelt they there until the later time. And now when again they shall begin to 
47 come, the Most High will hold still the waves of the river again, that they may go through; 
48 therefore sawest thou the multitude gathered in peace, but also those of my people who 
49 are left, who are found within my holy ? borders. Therefore it shall come to pass, that 
when he shall begin to destroy the multitude of the nations that are gathered together, he 
50 will defend his people that remain ; and then will he show them great wonders. 
51 And I said, O Lord, who bearest rule, show me this: Wherefore have I seen the man 
52 coming up from the midst of the sea? And he said unto me, As thou canst neither seek 
out nor know the things that are in the deep of the sea, so can no man upon earth see my 
53 Son, or those that are with him, but in the daytime. This is the interpretation of the 
54 vision which thou sawest, and concerning which thou only art enlightened. For thou hast 
55 forsaken thine own way, and applied thyself unto mine, and sought my law. Thy life 
56 hast thou ordered in wisdom, and hast called understanding thy mother. And therefore 
have I shown thee the reward of the Most High ; and after other three days I will speak 
other things unto thee, and explain unto thee mighty and wondrous things. 
57 And I went forth into the field, giving praise and thanks greatly unto the Most High 
58 because of the wonders, which he would do in process of time; and because he governeth 
times, and such things as fall out in their season; and there I sat three days. 


Tur SEVENTH VISION. 


Cuap. XIV.1 And it came to pass upon the third day, that I sat under an oak. And be- 
2 hold, there came a voice out of a bush over against me, and said, Esdras, Esdras. And I 
3 said, Behold, here am I, Lord. And I stood up upon my feet. And he said unto me, In 

the bush I did clearly reveal myself unto Moses, and talked with him, when my people - 
4 served in Egypt; and I sent him, and led my people out of Egypt, and brought him upon 
5 mount Sina, and kept him by me a long season, and told him many wondrous things, 
6 and showed him the secrets of the times, and the end; and I commanded him, saying, 
7 These words shalt thou declare, and these shalt thou hide. And now I say unto thee, 
8 Lay up in thy heart the signs that I have shown, and the visions that thou hast seen, 
9 and the interpretations which thou hast heard; # for thou shalt be taken away from men, 

and from henceforth thou shalt remain with my Son, and with such as are like thee, un- 

10 til the times are ended. For the world hath lost its youth, and the times begin to grow old. 

11 For the world is divided into twelve parts, and ten parts of it are gone already,* and half 

12, 13 of atenth part; but there remain its two parts after the half of the tenth part. Now 

therefore set thine house in order, and reprove thy people, and comfort such of them as 

14 are cast down; and now renounce corruption, and let go from thee mortal thoughts, and 

15 cast away from thee the burdens of man, and put off now from thee the weak nature, and 

lay aside the thoughts that are most heavy unto thee, and haste thee to go away from 

16 these times. For yet greater evils than those which thou hast seen happen shall come 

17 to pass. For as much as the world is weaker through age, so much more shall evils in- 

18 crease upon them that dwell therein. For truth shall flee far away, and lying come near; 

for now hasteth the eagle ® to come, which thou hast seen in vision. 

19,20 And I answered and said, Behold, Lord, I will speak before thee. Behold, I will 

co as thou hast commanded me, and reprove the people of the present; but they that shall 
be born afterwards, who will admonish them ? The world therefore lieth in darkness, 

21 and they that dwell therein are without light, since thy law is burnt; therefore no man 

22 knoweth the things that are done by thee, or the works that shall begin. But if I have 

found grace before thee, send the Holy Spirit into me, and I will write all that hath taken 
place in the world since the beginning, which were written in thy law, that men may find 
a path, and that they who would live in the later days may live. 


1 So §., but the word means no more than terra alia (cf. ver. 40), being the rahe) ty] yous of Deut, xxix. 28. Seo 


Bensly, p. 23. 
2 Cod. A. establishes the conjecture of Hilgenfeld, who, with the Oriental versions, read sanctum for factum See 


Bensly, p. 29. ie 
5 The emendation of Van der Vlis, audistt, is supported by Cod. A. See Bensly, p. 33. A 
4 Codd. S. A. read decem jam. See Bensly, p. 29. 

‘5 This word is omitted in the text. rec., put is adopted by Fritzsche from the Oriental versions. 
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23 And he answered me and said, Go, gather the people together, and say unto them, that 
24 they seek thee not for forty days. But look thou prepare for thyself many tablets, and 
take with thee Sarea, Dabria, Salemia, Eleana, and Asihel, these five who are prepared to 
25 write swiftly; and come hither, and I will light a lamp of understanding in thine heart, 
which shall not be put out, till the things be performed which thou shalt begin to write. 
26 And when thou art done, some things shalt thou publish, some things shalt thou show 
secretly to the wise; to-morrow at this hour shalt thou begin to write. 
27. And I went forth, as he commanded me, and gathered all the people together, and said, 
28, 29 Hear these words, O Israel. Our fathers at the beginning were strangers in Egypt, 
30 and were delivered from thence; and they received a law of life, which they kept not, 
31 which ye also have transgressed after them. And the land, even the land of Sion, was 
parted among you by lot; and your fathers, and ye, have done unrighteousness, and have 
32 not kept the ways which the Most High commanded you. And since he is a righteous 
33 judge, he took from you in time what he had given. And now are ye here, and your 
34 brethren among you. If therefore you will rule your understanding, and instruct your 
85 hearts, you shall be kept alive, and after death shall obtain mercy. For after death 
will the judement come, when we shall live again; and then shall the names of the right- 
36 eous be manifest, and the works of the ungodly shall be made known. But let no man 
come unto me now, nor seek after me for forty days. 
87 And I took the five men, as he commanded me, and we went into the field, and remained 
38 there. And it came to pass, that on the next day, behold, a voice called me, saying, Es- 
39 dras, open thy mouth, and drink what I give thee to drink. And I opened my mouth, and 
behold, there was reached me afullcup. This was full as it were with water, but the color 
40 of it was like fire. And I took it, and drank; and when I had drunk of it, my heart streamed 
over with understanding, and wisdom grew in my breast, for my spirit strengthened my mem- 
41, 42 ory. And my mouth was opened, and shut no more. But the Most High gave under- 
standing unto the five men, and they wrote the visions of the night that were told them, 
which they knew not. And they sat forty days; but they wrote in the day time, and at night 
43,44 they ate bread. But I spake in the day, and was not silent by night. In forty days 
45 they wrote ninety-four? books. And it came to pass, when the forty days were fulfilled, 
that the Most High spoke, saying, The first that thou hast written publish openly, that 
46 the worthy and unworthy may read; but keep the seventy later ones, that thou mayest 
47 deliver them to such as are wise among the people; for in them is a spring of under- 
48 standing, and a fountain of wisdom, and a river of knowledge. And I did so in the 
seventh year, the sixth week, five thousand years after the creation of the world, and 
49 three months and twelve days. And in these was Ezra snatched away, and taken up to 
50 the place of those like himself, after he had written all these things. But he was called 
the scribe of the knowledge of the Most High forever. 


1 Text. rec., buxos mulios ; but the Oriental versions give the true sense in tabulas muitas. 

2 Fritzsche follows here the Oriental versions. The teat. rec. has ‘‘ two hundred and four.”? Cod. 8., DCCCCIIT. 

5 What is found after these words is supplied by Fritzsche from the Syriac. ‘ In libris Latinis ideo excidit, quia 
nescio quo errore sequentis libri posterior pars utpote caput xv. et xvi. adsueretur, cum prior pars initio hujus libri utpote 
caput primum et secundum locata esset..? See Libri Apoc. V. T., p. 689. 
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LEADING WORKS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 
PSEUDEPIGRAPHA. 


THE BOOK OF ENOCH. 


A work imputed to the patriarch Enoch enjoyed a wide circulation in the early Christian church 
and was not infrequently cited by various writers. As most Biblical scholars claim, and as seems 
robable, it was made use of by Jude in the well-known passage of his Epistle (vers. 14, 15; cf. 
Enoch i. 9), although, indeed, it cannot be determined with absolute certainty that the words he em- 
ploys were not then current in the form of a tradition. What Justin Martyr (Apol., ii. 5) has to say 
concerning the angels, their fall, their instruction of men, and the like, certainly seems to haye been 
derived from this source, since it is found in close connection with matter of another sort, which like- 
wise appears in the same connection in the original work. Irengus also used the book. (Adv. Her., 
iv. 30: “ Sed et Enoch sine circumcisione placens Deo, cum esset homo, legatione ad angelos fungebatur,” 
ete. Cf. also, Adv. Her., iv. 16,2.) And Tertullian even looked upon it as a product of divine 
inspiration (De Idol., xv.: “ He igitur ab initio previdens Spiritus Sanctus etiam ostia in superstitio- 
nem ventura prececinit per antiquissimum poetam Enoch.” Cf. also, De Idol., iv., and De Habitu Muli- 
ebri, ii., iii.). So, too, Clement of Alexandria refers to it with respect (Strom., p. 550 in the ed. of 
Sylburg), and Origen (De Principiis, iv. 35; Hom. in Numb., xxxiv.), and Augustine, although both 
the latter deny its genuineness (Augustine in De Civitate Dei, xv. 23; Origen in his work Contra 
Celsum, v.). It was later and less widely known in the Eastern church ; but fragments of it, in 
Greek, are still preserved in the Chronographia of Georgius Syncellus, which is dated about a. D. 792 
(cf. Dillmann, Uebersetzung, pp. 82-86). A small Greek fragment has also been discovered in the 
Vatican Library, but proves to be of less importance than was at first supposed, as it contains only 
eight verses of chap. Ixxxix. (42-49). 

In more modern times the work first made its appearance in an Ethiopic translation found in 
three manuscripts, and brought to Europe by Bruce in 1773. An English version was made by 
Laurence in 1821 (new editions in 1833, 1838), and the Ethiopic text published by him in 1838. Hoff- 
mann rendered the English of Laurence into German, as far as chap. lv. inclusive, and for the re- 
mainder of the work translated directly from the Ethiopic, comparing for that purpose a newly-dis- 
covered manuscript of it in that language. In 1851, the Ethiopic text was published anew, and ina 
much more correct form, by Dillmann, who had the aid of five different Codices, and two years later 
the same scholar issued a new German translation, which since that time has furnished the basis of 
investigation for those unacquainted with Ethiopic. (For other works and articles, see List of 
Authors below.) 

Our space is too limited to give more than a meagre outline of the contents of this voluminous 
work, which is divided by Dillmann into one hundred and eight chapters. In form, it consists of a 
series of revelations which are said to have been made to Enoch. The matter of these revelations is 
of the most varied character, relating as well to the phenomena and laws of nature as to the ordi- 
nances and history of the kingdom of God among men. In order to give instruction to men on these 
topics, the revelations are claimed to have been given and written down by the patriarch. There is 
first an introduction in which Enoch reports that he has seen a vision and heard the history of all the 
five future generations of men (i.-v.). He then proceeds to give an account of the fall of the angels 
(vi.—xi.), and is himself sent to the earth to proclaim to them their impending doom. Asking him 
to intercede for them, he does so, but without effect ; and hence, a second time, announces their de- 
struction (xii—xvi.). In the chapters next following, he recites further his experiences in the 
heavenly world, discourses on nature, discloses the end of the earth, the place where the: fallen angels 
are punished, and the abode of spirits (xvii.-xxxvi.). The so-called “second vision of wisdom ” is 
then described in three sections, and is a singular combination of revelations concerning the lot of the 
blessed in heaven and the mysteries of the physical world (xxxvii—lxxi.). This is followed by eleven 
chapters devoted especially to astronomy, the angel Uriel giving Enoch the information which he 
communicates (1xxii—Ixxxii.). Of the next two visions, the first relates to the destruction of the 
world by the flood (1xxxiii—lxxxiv.), and the second, to the history of Israel down to the time of tie 
Messiah, the covenant people being represented under the symbolism of animals of various kinds 
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(Ixxxy.-xe.). Admonitions follow to his children (xci.), an explanation of the “ weeks” of the 
world’s history (xcii.—xciv.), woes are denounced against the sinful (xev.-cv.), and an account is 
given of the birth of Noah, with the singular events that attended it (cvi—cvii.). The work closes 
with “another writing of Enoch,” in which he communicates still more fully what is to be the con- 
dition of the wicked and the righteous in the future (cviii.). : ; 

But few data are given in the composition itself, by which its authorship and age might be deter- 
mined, and there has been, in-fact, the widest diversity of opinion respecting both the time of its 
origin and the question of its integrity and unity. But, with this great diversity in the matter of 
details, there is essential agreement among scholars touching the principal features of the book. A 
large majority of the more recent investigators, for example, hold that the central portion, the so- 
called “Second Vision of Wisdom ” (xxxvii.-Ixxi.), was not written by the author of the main work, 
although some regard it as a later addition (Liicke, Késtlin, Hilgenfeld, Volkmar, Sieffert), while 
others hold that it preceded it (Dillmann, Ewald). Again, most scholars agree that the original 
work was composed some time during the period of the Hasmonzan dynasty (B. c. 166-98). Here 
Dillmann and Ewald join Langen, Wittichen, with the others mentioned in the first class above ex- 
cepting only Volkmar, who with Stuart, Weisse, Hofmann, and Philippi, fix upon some period con- 
siderably after the beginning of the Christian era for its origin. Still further, Dillmann (who thus 
retracts his first opinion), Ewald, Késtlin, Wittichen, and Schiirer regard the parts relating to Noah 
as interpolations. It is by no means unlikely, indeed, that there are other smaller interpolations ; 
Ewald, for instance, maintaining with great confidence that the work, in its present form, had six 
authors, the date of whose several productions he attempts to give with much exactness ; but we 
may with tolerable safety adopt the general conclusions arrived at by the scholars above men- 
tioned. 

The time of the composition of the principal portion is determined by means of the historical vision 
found in chaps. Ixxxv.-xe., where the whole history of Israel, from Adam to the time of the author, 
is symbolically represented in four distinct periods. We can only give results. The first period is 
generally thought to extend to the time of Cyrus; the second, to that of Alexander the Great; the 
third, to that of Antiochus Epiphanes; and the fourth, to the time of the work, which seems from in- 
ternal evidence to have been towards the end of the second century before Christ. The main inter- 
polation (xxxvii-Ixxi., excepting some minor fragments), which shows itself to be such by its pecul- 
iar use of the divine name, its angelology, eschatology, etc., is most generally referred to a period 





not earlier than about the time of Herod the Great (Bs. c. 37). This point is determined by means of | 


an allusion found in chap. lvi, which contains an ostensible prediction concerning an inroad of the 
Parthians and Medes into the Holy Land, where they finally perish in mutual conflicts. This actu- 
ally took place B. c. 40-38. Others, however (Hofmann, Weisse, Hilgenfeld, Volkmar, Philippi), on 
the other hand, argue in favor of a Christian origin for this part also. The Noachian fragments (liv. 
7; lv. 2; Ix. ; Ixv.-Ixix., 25, and probably evi—cvii.), so called from the fact that Noah is concerned in 
them or is represented as having written them, are of uncertain date, as is also the concluding chapter, 
which moreover seems to have been of independent origin. Still, it is likely that they arose somewhat 
later than the main work, which would naturally suggest and inspire further compositions of this 
character. (Cf. Ewald, Abhandlungen, p. 58, who seems to show that the other portions were made 
use of by the author of these.) 

It is almost universally admitted (contra, Volkmar, Philippi) that our work was composed in the 
Hebrew (or Aramaic) language, although the Ethiopic version was clearly made from the Greek. It 
first appeared in Palestine (cf. Dillmann, Uebersetz., Einleit., p. li.), where at the time of the Has- 
monzans Greek would scarcely have been employed for such a composition. It uses Hebrew roots 
in forming the names of angels, winds, ete., receives a long and important notice in the Hebrew Book 
of Jubilees, and was widely known and cited by Jewish writers down to a late period. Indeed, it 
has been pretty conclusively shown by Hallévi (Journal Asiatique for April and May,, 1867, pp. 352- 
395), not only that the work was written in Hebrew, but that it was the almogt Biblical Hebrew of 
the Mishna and Midrashim. He also succeeds in clearing up a number of dificult passages in the 
book. (Cf. Abbot’s note in the American edition of Smith’s Bio. Dict., s. v.) 

In doctrinal teaching the Book of Enoch adds nothing essentially new to what is found in the Old 
Testament Scriptures. The most important feature of its teaching is that relating to the Messiah and 
the Messianic kingdom. ‘The epithets applied to the former, the “ Son of God” (ev. 2), the “ Son of 
woman’ (1xii. 5), ‘the Elect” (xl. 5), “the Word ” (xc. 38, although Dillmann and others maintain 
that this is a gloss from a Christian hand), are remarkable, and especially the statement, that “ be- 
fore the stars of heaven were made, his name was named by the Lord of Spirits” (xlviii. 2). Still, it 
is very much to be doubted whether by these and other similar expressions the author meant to im- 
pute to the Messiah the attributes of Deity. There seem rather to be transferred to this mysterious 
personage characteristics, which had become familiar in the Jewish thought of the time in connection 
with their common ideal representation of wisdom. At least, if this was his intention, he must be re- 
garded as very inconsistent with himself, since his chief emphasis throughout is laid upon the king- 
dom rather than the king, the king himself being represented as for the kingdom, and in fact an out- 
growth of it. In the final conflict, when the new order of things comes really to be set up, the Messiah 
falls quite into the background, and it is the Almighty who appears and interposes for his oppressed 
people (xe. 16 ff.), And this isin harmony with the abnormal development of nearly all the Old Tes- 
tament revelations in the Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha. 


THE SIBYLLINE ORACLES. 


The Sibyl of the ancient world, as is well known, was a being half divine, who communicated to 
men the decrees of the heavenly powers, especially respecting cities and kingdoms. The idea seems 
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to have originated in the early Roman history, and the great reverence with which her supposed re- 
sponses were regarded by the Rome of later time may be inferred from the manner in which they are 
spoken of by Livy and other historians. The original Sibylline Books perished in the year 671 of 
Rome (B. ¢. 83). Subsequently a new yolume of oracles: sprang up, but in connection with it a mass of 
similar literature, the most of which was at once recognized as spurious, and so discredit came to be at- 
tached to the whole matter of prophetical utterances of the kind. Beside this earlier legendary Sibyl 
of Tarquin, there were anumber of others acknowledged in the earlier times, whose shrines were at 
different places, as at Cuma and Erythree, at Delphi, in Libya and Phrygia, some authors enumerat- 
ing as many as ten of them. Their prophecies, first communicated orally, were afterwards committed 
to writing, and generally in the form of hexameter verse. The Jews of Alexandria now, who found 
ageression the best method of defense, naturally bethought themselves, in connection with their own 
prophetical books, of this means for bringing their faith in an acceptable and impressive manner be- 
fore the minds of their heathen neighbors and rulers. And following them Christian apologists of 
the first centuries were not slow in adopting what appeared to them a fitting channel for communi- 
cating the higher “ oracles,” and for showing that Christianity had been predicted from the beginning 
of time as the true religion. Justinus, Athenagoras, Theophilus, Clement of Alexandria, among 
others, appeal to the Sibyl as to a recognized authority, and no fewer than fifty passages have been 
found in the writings of Lactantius, where he makes use of some part of what is now known as the 
Sibylline Books to support his arguments (cf. the valuable article in the Edinburgh Review, July, 1877, 
p- 19). These Christian writers, however, made a clear distinction between the inspiration of the 
Sibyl and that of a prophet of the Bible, and not a few among them refused to avail themselves of 
this weapon of defense, aud even applied opprobrious epithets to such as did. And from the fourth 
century such productions came more and more into disrepute and disuse, and finally, they were almost 
entirely lost to view. Still, the old traditions lingered to some extent even in the Middle Ages, as is 
evident from the language of the well-known hymn, — 


“ Dies ire, dies illa, 
Solvet seclum in favilla, 
Teste David cum Sibylla.” 


The Sibylline Books were first published in modern times by Betuleius (Basle, 1545), and were 
eight in number. Ten years later Castalio issued another edition at the same place, and still others 
subsequently appeared in Paris (1599) and in Amsterdam (1689). In 1817, Angelo Mai published 
an additional book, the fourteenth, and in 1828, the remaining ones of our present number, fourteen 
in all. The best of the more recent editions, however, are those of Alexandre (2d ed., 1869), and of 
Friedlieb (1852), the former being accompanied by a Latin, and the latter by a German translation. 

The collection, as it now exists, it is universally agreed, had a number of different authors, some of 
them Jewish and some Christian, the latter, however, as it would seem, very largely preponderating. 
To separate the work into its constituent parts has been, in fact, the most difficult task of scholars 
who have given attention to the subject, and they are by no means in harmony on this point. Ac- 
cording to Schiirer (Neutest. Zeitgeschichte, p. 517), the only certain result of investigation thus far is, 
that the Third Book, at least with the exception of smaller interpolations, may be looked upon as of 
Jewish origin, and as having originated previous to the beginning of our era. All the rest is in dis- 
pute. The weight of evidence would indeed appear to be in favor of regarding the Fifth Book also 
as having emanated from a Jewish pen, but still there is doubt concerning it- ‘he Third Book, then, 
may be considered as the kernel of the collection, and its date can be determined with reasonable ex- 
actness. The campaigns of Antiochus Epiphanes into Egypt were already matter of history (vers. 
611-615), but Rome had not yet become an empire (ver. 176). Still further and more definitely, it 
is three times said, that under the seventh Hellenic king of Egypt the end would come (vers. 191-193, 
316-318, 608-610). Hence the author of this portion wrote, as most suppose, under Ptolemy Phys- 
con (s. Cc. 170-164, 145-117). Hilgenfeld (Apokalyptik, p. 69 £. 5 Zeitschrift, 1860, p. 314 fF 1871.0 ps 
35) fixes the date more exactly at B. c. 140, and Schiirer (/. c. pp. 519, 520) pronounces his conclusions 
just, although not satisfied with ali his reasoning. Still, it is not impossible that Alexander the Great 
(as Alexandre and Bleek suppose) was reckoned among the number of Hellenic kings of Egypt, in 
which case Ptolemy Philometor (B. c. 184-146) must be held to be the seventh, in whose time the 
author probably lived. And it is a strong support of this theory, which on the face of it is the more 
natural, that the high hopes expressed in the work concerning the coming kingdom of the Messiah — 


“Then from the East the Lord shall send a king, 
To hush the voice of war throughout the world,” 


would scarcely have been justified by the state of political affairs in Palestine, after the death of Si- 
mon (B. c. 156). Around this nucleus now, other Jewish and Christian productions of a similar char- 
acter were gathered, each new author endeavoring to follow the model set by the first, preserve in 
outward form as much as possible the character of the mysterious Sibyl, and at thesame time give 
utterance to quasi Biblical truths, colored by the hopes or the miseries of his own experience and times. 
In the original work the style of the first part is annalistic, in the second and third prophetical. In 
the historical portions, the Israelitish history is strangely mixed up with classical myths and the 
history of contiguous peoples, but all is made to contribute, under a thin veil, to the glorifying of the 
chosen people. The prophetical portion is preceded by a pause, in which “ the Mighty Father ” is en- 
treated to hold back the influence of inspiration under which she has hitherto spoken. But compelled 
to proceed, she enters upon a series of fiery denunciations against the several empires of the ancient 
world, the Trojan war and the beautiful Fury (Helen) not being overlooked, nor the “ blind old man,” 
who would tell the story in the time to come. (Cf. the interesting article betore alluded to in the 
Edinburgh Review, pp. 25-27, and for the literature in general the List of Authors given below.) 
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THE APOCALYPSE OF BARUCH. 


Besides the apocryphal Book of Baruch, the so-called First Epistle of Baruch in Syriac, found in 
the London and Paris Polyglots (defended by Whiston as authentic, A Collection of Aut entick Records, 
i., pp. 1 £., 25 ff.), and a work entitled Paralipomena Jeremie (by Ceriani, Monumenta Sacra et Pro- 
fana, v., fasc. 1, Mediolani, 1868, pp. 9-18), or Reliqua Verborum Baruchi (by Dillmann, Chrestomathia 
Ethiopica, Lips., 1866, and translated by Pratorius into German, Zeitschrift fiir w. Theol., 1872, pp. 
230-247. Cf. also Ewald, Geschichte d. Volk. Is., vii. 183), there is extant in the Syriac language a 
work known as the Apocalypse of Baruch. It is found ina MS. belonging to the Ambrosian library 
at Milan, and was first published in the form of a Latin translation by Ceriani (1866), and five years 
later (1871), in Syriac, by the same scholar. Fritzsche adopted Ceriani’s Latin text in his edition of 
the Apocrypha and select Pseudepigrapha (1871), and the work has also been more or less fully treated 
by Langen (De Apocalypsi Baruch, 1867), Ewald (Gétting. Gelehr. Anzeigen, 1867, p. 1706 ff., and Ge- 
schichte d. Volk. Is., vii, 3te Aufl., 1868, pp. 83-87), Schiirer (Neutest. Zeitgeschichte, pp. 542-549), and 
Kneucker (Das Buch Baruch, etc. Mit einem Anhang iiber den pseudepigraphischen Baruch, Leipz., 
1879). The work seems to have been little known in the early Christian church, but Papias appears 
to have borrowed largely from it (especially from xxix. 5), and it is possibly referred to in the Synopsis 
of Athanasius and the Stichometry of Nicephorus, under the title Bapoby pevderlypaos. (Cf. Fabricius, 
Cod. Pseudepig. V. 7.,i. 1116.) A fragment of the work (chaps. Ixxviii -Ixxxvi), also in the Syriac 
language, is found in the London and Paris Polyglots, and Lagarde’s edition of the Apocrypha in 
Syriac (1861), and was rendered into Latin by Fabricius for his work just mentioned. 

The composition is quite a long one, although incomplete in its present form (cf. lxxvii. 19), requiring 
forty-five pages of Fritzsche’s work (Libri Apoc. V. T. Grace, pp. 654-699), and purports to be from 
the pen of Baruch, who everywhere speaks in the first person. The time of receiving the revelations 
communicated is claimed to be just before and just after the destruction of Jerusalem (by Nebuchad- 
nezzar). Under athin disguise of symbolism, the writer depicts the relations of Israel to other peoples, 
and in a series of post fucto predictions seeks to comfort them by awakening a hope of better times in 
the near future. Among the predictions made after the event is one concerning a second destruction 
of Jerusalem (xxxii. 2, 4), which clearly proves that the work was written subsequent to the over- 
throw of that city by Titus. And this is the only passage which gives any positive clew to the date 


of the composition. But it has a close relationship to the Second Book of Esdras (cf. Langen, pp. ~ 


6-8), and it is evident that the one must have borrowed from the other. Whether the present book, 
however, antedates 2 Esdras (so Fritzsche and Schiirer), or 2 Esdras first appeared (Ewald, Langen), 
it is impossible to say with certainty. But the fact that Papias (a. D. 120-170) used so freely the 
Apocalypse of Baruch (cf. Ireneus, Adv. Her., v.33), would seem to favor the view of the former; 
and it is probable, therefore, that it was composed soon after the destruction of Jerusalem by the Rom- 
ans. The present Syriac version was derived from the Greek, and it is most likely that this was the 
language of the original (see Langen, De Apocalypsi Baruch, p. 8, “ Jam vero graco sermone seriptor 
usus esse videur ” (cf. also, Judenthum in Palestina, p. 119 £.), and that it first appeared in Palestine. 


THE PSALMS OF SOLOMON. 


There is extant in the Greek language a collection of eighteen Psalms under this title (WaAuo) Sado- 
pavros). They were first published, with a Latin translation by La Cerda, in his work entitled Ad- 
versaria Sacra (Lugd. 1626), from a manuscript found in Augsburg, which has since disappearea , 
then by Fabricius (2d ed., 1722, p. 914 ff.) ; and in 1869 by Hilgenfeld (Messias Judworum, pp. 1-33 ; 
cf. Zeitschrift fir w. Theol., 1868, pp. 134-168). The still later editions of Geiger (1871) and Fritzsche 
(1871) agree for the most part with Hilgenfeld, in the form of the text adopted, but that of Geiger is 
accompanied by valuable explanatory notes. Wittichen has furnished a resumé of the contents of the 
Psalms from a theological point of view, in his work, Die [dee des Reiches Gottes (1872, pp. 155-160. 
Cf. also Smith’s Bib. Dict. under “the Maccabees ” sec. 10). 

The work displays a remarkable unity of form from beginning to end, the way being prepared in 
the earlier portions for what appears in the later, and its style and spirit are also everywhere the 
same. It makes itself no claim to the authorship of Solomon, the title being a later addition, and 
probably suggested by 1 Kings iv. 32. The place of composition was Palestine, the author identifying 
himself with those who there suffered, and the original language, probably Hebrew (Hilgenfeld says 
Greek, but is almost alone in his view). The writer seems to have been an earnest partisan of the Phar- 
isees. He advocates, with earnestness, a righteousness of works (xiv. 1; ef. ix. 9); declares the justice of 
God in the punishment of his people on account of their sins; and holds to a resurrection, when one’s 
past deeds will determine whether it shall be to life (iii. 16), or to condemnation (xiii. 9 ff.; xv.). 
Having prepared the way for it by his sketch of the course of unrighteous rulers, and the miseries of 
Israel, the author proceeds in the latest Psalms (xvii., xviii.) to picture on the basis of the Messianic 
prophecies of the Old Testament the glory of the coming Messiah. The earth is divided among the 
chosen people, and the heathen come bending to the new king, leading back his dispersed children, who 
have dwelt in their borders. But, as in the Book of Enoch, the Messiah acts only asa kind of deputy of 
God. He is sinless (in a ceremonial sense), has wisdom and power to rule, but the real sovereign over 
all is Jehovah. Much light is hereby thrown on the attitude of the Jews of his time toward our 
Lord, since the present work may be taken as fairly representative of current sentiment, at least 
among the mighty party of the Pharisees. ‘ : 

Respecting the time of composition, scholars differ to some extent, some holding that the work 
originated in the time of Antiochus Epiphanes (Ewald, Grimm, Oehler, Dillmann, Westcott), others 
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(Movers, Delitzsch, Keim) in the time of Herod, but a growing number of the later investigators 
(Langen, Hilgenfeld, Néldeke, Hausrath, Geiger, Fritzsche, Wittichen, Schiirer) fix with great con- 
fidence, and on what seem to be conclusive grounds, upon a period soon after the taking of Jerusa- 
lem by Pompey (x. c. 63). The walls of the city are represented as having been destroyed with bat- 
tering rams (viii. 21; ii. 1, év xpi@), the noblest inhabitants put to death, while the young men, 
women, and children are carried captive to the West (xvii. 13, 14, ev dpyfi KaAAous adTod ekameorerey 
abra ws ém) duouav. Cf. ii. 6; viii. 24). Finally, however, the “dragon” is himself slain on the 
“ mountains of Egypt, upon the sea,” and his body lies unburied (ii. 30-31). This seems to make it 
reasonably certain that Pompey is referred to. It could have been said only of Pompey and Titus, 
that they carried their captives tothe West, and the other particulars make it evident that Titus can- 
not be meant. And Pompey was actually murdered, while at sea, off the coast of Egypt (B. c. 48). 
It is rare, in fact, in books of this character, that we are able to trace with so sure a hand the cireum~ 
stances amidst which the author wrote. 











THE ASSUMPTION OF MOSES. 


We receive the earliest notice of a work known as the Assumption of Moses (’AvdAmis Mwvoéws) 
through Origen (De Princip., iii. 2.1) who remarks that what is said in Jude (ver. 9) concerning a 
strife between the archangel Michael and Satan over the body of Moses is taken from it (he names 
it the “ Ascension ” of Moses). It is referred to by other church fathers also, and later Christian 
writers : as Didymus of Alexandria (+ c. a. D. 395), Clement of Alexandria (Strom., vi. 15), Gelasius 
(pope, A. D. 492-496), Evodius, who called it “ Apocrypha et secreta Moysi,” in the so-called Synopsis 
of Athanasius, in the Apostolical Constitutions, and the Stichometry of Nicephorus. (Cf. Hilgenfeld, 
Messias Judcorum, p. \xxi., and Fritzsche, Prolegom., pp. xxxiv., xxxv.) In more modern times the 
work was first brought to light, excepting small fragments found in Fabricius (Cod. Pseudepig. V. 
T., i.), by Ceriani, in a Latin MS. belonging to the Ambrosian Library at Milan, which he edited and 
published in his work, Monumenta, etc. (1861). The MS. proves to be itself a fragment, and is without 
a title, but is of considerable extent, and that it is a version of the original Greek work is evident from 
a passage found at the beginning (i. 14), which corresponds with an earlier citation. Since the ap- 
pearance of Ceriani’s publication, the composition has been republished by Hilgenfeld (1866), Volk- 
mar (Lat. and Germ., 1867), Schmidt and Merx (Merx’ Archiv, 1868), and by Fritzsche (1871). Hil- 
genfeld has also attempted a retranslation into Greek (Zeitschrift, 1863, and Messias Judcorum, 1869). 

The work purports to be a sort of historical and prophetic address of Moses to Joshua on the oc- 
casion of his succeeding him as leader of Israel. After a brief sketch of Jewish history, intermingled 
with prophetic announcements, reaching down to the time of Herod the Great, both the descriptions 
and the predictions become at once more full and definite, showing that we approach the period in which 
the author himself lived. That Herod the Great is referred to, there would seem to be little room 
for doubt. His character is described with great exactness, as, also, the more prominent events that 
characterized his reign. He is called “rex petulans, qui non erit de genere sacerdotum (a reference to 
the preceding Hasmonwan dynasty) homo temerarius et improbus” (vi. 2, of Fritzsche’s text). It is 
said that his reign will continue thirty-four years, and that his sons will succeed him, but their su- 
premacy will be shorter than his. Cohorts will come into their land, and a mighty king of the West 
(probably Quintilius Varus, 8. c. 4) will subdue them, take them prisoners and destroy a part of their 
temple with fire (“et partem edis ipsorum igni incendet,” vi. 9). Then, after a little, the end would 
come (“ex quo facto finientur tempora”’). The book ends abruptly in the twelfth chapter, the MS. 
being imperfect at its close; and it is this very portion, as the context shows, which contained the ac- 
count of the alleged strife over the body of Moses. It is earnestly to be hoped that the lost fragment 
may yet be discovered. 

According to the data already given, it would seem that the author wrote his work just before, or 
just after the beginning of our era, that is not long after the death of Herod (so Ewald, Wieseler, Schii- 
rer). ‘That it was before the end of the reign of Herod’s two sons, Philip and Antipas, seems clear, 
from the fact that he predicts a shorter reign for them than their father enjoyed, when it was really: 
longer. That it was soon after the war with Varus, the words quoted above, ex quo facto, etc., 
would lead us to infer. 

There has been much discussion concerning the attitude of the author towards the leading Jewish 
sects, some holding him to be a Pharisee, others a Sadducee. He, in fact, appears to coincide fully 
with neither of these parties; and Wieseler and Schiirer seem to be right, therefore, in placing him 
among the so-called Zealots. He held, indeed, to the leading principles of the Pharisees, but differed 
from them widely in his more spiritual interpretation of the law and in his decided stand with respect 
to the civil government. : 

It is a noticeable circumstance, that, notwithstanding the Messianic kingdom is the leading thought 
of the writer, there is not a word said of a personal Messiah. In this respect our work agrees with 
another of the Old Testament Pseudepigrapha, soon to be noticed, the Book of Jubilees. It is the 
Most High God (“summus Deus, eternus solus”’), the alone Eternal, who will rise up for the destruc- 
tion of the heathen and the vindication of his people (cf. x.7). The work appears to have been writ- 
ten in Palestine, and may have been composed in the Hebrew language, though the present Latin 
text was clearly derived from the Greek. 


THE ASCENSION OF ISAIAH. 


In Justin Martyr’s Dialogue with Trypho (c. cxx.), there is an allusion made to the death of Isaiah. 
It is said that he was sawn asunder with a wooden saw (mplov évAlvy). It would seem that this was 
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taken from the Pseudepigraphal work, entitled the Ascension of Isaiah, although it is not there stated 
that Isaiah was sawn with a wooden saw. ‘Tertullian, also (De Patientia, ¢. xiv.), makes use of the 
prophet’s example as there depicted to enforce the duty of patience: “ His patientie viribus secatur 
Esaias et de Domino non tacel.” At v.14 of the Ascension we read: “ But Isaiah, while he was be- 
ing sawn, did not cry nor weep, but his mouth spoke with the Holy Spirit until he was cut in two 
ieces.” (Cf. the translation of the work, with introduction and notes, m the Lutheran Quarterly for 
October, 1878, pp. 513, 522.) In the Apostolical Constitutions (vi. 16), the work is spoken of under the 
title adxpudov ‘Hoatov. So also by Origen, who cites it in several instances (Com. in Matt., xiii. 57 ; 
Epist. palace c.ix.; Hom. in Is. 2.). Epiphanius (cf. Dillmann, p. xvil.) named it dvaBarindy 
‘Hoatov, and charged that a certain heresy of his day was derived from it. Ambrose alluded to it 
(Com. in Ps. elxviii.), and Chrysostom quoted it at length (Com. in Matt.). ; 

The first knowledge of this interesting work in modern times was through the discovery of an 
Ethiopic MS. of it in the Bodleian Library by Laurence, who published it, with translations in Latin 
and English, in 1819. ‘Two Latin fragments were also edited by Mai (e Codice rescripto Vaticano), 
Rome, 1828. A new edition of the whole composition has recently appeared (1877), by Dillmann, 
who made use of two additional Ethiopic MSS., and his work is accompanied by all the critical helps 
needful for a thorough study of the book. He devotes a number of pages to explanatory notes, ap- 
pends the fragments previously edited by Mai, and a second Latin version from another MS. of chaps. 
vi. 1-xi. 40, the part containing the real Ascensioy, which was found by Gieseler. Some others have 
treated of the work at different times: as Grimm (Com. iiber Jesaia, Leipz., 1821, pp. 45-46), Nitzsch 
(Studien u. Kritiken, 1830, p. 210 ff.), Gfrorer (Das Jahrhundert des Heils, Stuttg., 1838, pp. 65-69, ii., p. 
422 ff.), Movers (Kirchen-Lezikon, i. 338), Ewald ( Geschichte des Volkes Is., 3d ed., vii., pp. 369-373), and 
Langen (Judenthum in Palastina, etc., pp. 157-167). It seems to have been written in the Greek lan- 
guage, from which at least the Ethiopic version originated (“universa orationis Greca indoles in libro 
Ethiopico ita servata est”? Dillmann, Prolegom., p. viii.) 

The work as it now exists, according to Dillmann, is properly two works: one the Ascension proper, 
being from the hand of a Christian, and the other part mainly from a Jew, excepting what was added 
by a later editor. Following this critic’s analysis, the former includes vi. 1-xi. 1, 23-40. It is evi- 
dent that this part once circulated as a separate book, since it is shown in the fragments published by 
Mai, which contain it alone. On the otker hand, that the work also circulated in the Western 
church in its entirety is proved by the other Latin fragment, where parts of the whole are found. In 
form the original composition is an account of what was revealed to the prophet Isaiah, as he was 
being carried upward to the seventh heaven, “in the twentieth year of the reign of Hezekiah, king 
of Judah.” Its age may be approximately determined from the fact that it contains Christian ele- 
ments, and is referred to by Justin Martyr and Tertullian. 


THE BOOK OF JUBILEES. 


In our General Introduction, pp. 40-42, we have spoken at some length of the Haggadistic litera- 
ture of the Jews. In the so-called Book of Jubilees, we have a good specimen of its character. It is 
nothing more or less than a Haggadistic commentary on the Book of Genesis, from which circum- 
stance also, its other title, the “ Little Genesis” (“ Little,” 7. e., not in extent, but in rank) is derived. 
A commentaty in the modern sense of the word it is not, but a free reproduction of the matter of 
Genesis, and the first part of Exodus with the enlargements. interpolations, and interpretations pecul- 
iar to the Judaism of the later times. It professes to be a revelation made to Moses on Mount Sinai, 
and so to come with the highest authority, but moves, notwithstanding, on a decidedly low plane of 
intellectual and spiritual attainment. The author is supposed to know whence the first fathers of 
the race got their wives, how Noab managed to gather the animals into the ark, why it was that Re- 
becca loved Jacob so much, and other matters of that sort. The patriarchs are also made pattern Jews, 
of the later order. Good and bad angels participate freely in human affairs. It is represented that 
the patriarchs, in addition to the teaching embraced in the Mosaic revelations, received secret commu- 
nications from God, which were afterwards to be made known, as in the present book, for instance. 

In the fourth and fifth centuries of our era it was cited by a number of the fathers (Epiphanius, 
Jerome, Rufinus) under both its titles, ra "IwByAaia, and # Aewrh Téveois, but most frequently the lat- 
ter. Like several other works of the kind, it seems to have found the most admirers, however, in the 
church of Abyssinia,and from thence it was brought to Europe and introduced to the modern world. 
Fragments of it are found in Fabricius (Cod. Pseudepig. V. T’., vol. i. of the 2d ed.) and Treuenfels 
(Fiirst’s Literaturblatt des Orients, 1846, 1851), and it is fully presented by Dillmann (1850-51) in a Ger- 
man translation, and later (1859) in the Ethiopic text. It was afterwards treated by a number of 
scholars, whose works or articles will be found in the list of authors below. 

The original language of the work is admitted to be Hebrew, and its birth-place Palestine, though 
it was early translated into Greek and Latin, from the former of which languages the Ethiopic version 
was made. In addition to the numerous internal proofs of such an original, we have the positive tes- 
timony of Jerome (ef. Dillmann in Ewald’s Jahrbiicher, iii. 89). The Book of Enoch was freely used 
.and cited by our author, and, on the other hand, the present book, as it would seem, was known to 
the writer of the Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs (Dillmann, /. c., pp. 91-94), which originated 
in the second century of our era. And inasmuch as the work contains not the\slightest allusion to 
the destruction of Jerusalem, but everywhere represents it as being still the great spiritual centre of 
the nation’s religious life, it is tolerably clear that it must have appeared in the first century and prob- 
ably not far from the middle of it. 
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THE TESTAMENTS OF THE TWELVE PATRIARCHS. 


Tue name indicates the professed character of the present work. It is made up of the supposed 
utterances of the twelve sons of Jacob. With an account of their lives, embracing particulars not 
found in the Canonical Scriptures, there are combined various moral precepts intended for the in- 
struction of their descendants. There are also pretended revelations of the future in which the com- 
ing of the Messiah is made the goal. The work seems to have been written by a Jewish Christian, 
whose aim was to win over his fellow countrymen to Christianity. 

The language in which it was written seems to have been Greek, as we now find it in extant MSS. 
This is proved, in connection with other things, by the character of the Greek employed, instances of 
paronomasia, a frequent use of the genitive absolute and of the verb wéAAew, and the introduction of 
terms common to the Greek philosophy. The Testaments are referred to by Tertullian (Adv. Mar- 
cionem, v. 1 ; Scorpiace, xiii.; cf. Benj., ii.) and by Origen (Hom. in Jos., xv. 6; ef. Reub., 2, 3) ; also 
apparently in Jerome (Adv. Vigilant., c. vi.), in the Synopsis ascribed to Athanasius, and the Stichom- 
etry of Nicephorus. (Cf. Introductory Notice to the translation of the work found in connection 
with the works of Lactantius, vol. ii. of the Ante-Nicene Christian Library, pp. 7, 9.) 

In times more modern the work came into notice as published in Latin by Bishop Grosseteste, of 
England, in the middle of the thirteenth century. The Greek text was first published by Grabe (Spi- 
cilegium Putrum, ete., Oxford, 1698), from an inaccurate transcript of a Cambridge MS. Fabricius 
(Cod. Pseudep.) reprinted Grabe’s text with but slight changes, Grabe’s second edition (1714) was an 
improvement on the first, but still left much to be desired. The second edition of Fabricius (1722) and 
that of Gallandi(who followed Grabe’s second edition, Venice, 1765) and Migne (also followed Grabe, 
Patrologia Greca, ii. Paris, 1857), are all very imperfect. In 1869, Richard Sinker published the 
text of a Cambridge MS. of the work, noting the variations of one found in Oxford, and used _ this 
text in making his translation for the volume of the Ante-Nicene Library above referred to. There 
are four Greek MSS. of the Testaments extant : one in Cambridge, one in Oxford, a third in the Vat- 
ican Library not yet edited (7. e., at the time Sinker’s work appeared), and a fourth, which was discoy- 
ered by Tischendorf at Patmos, the special character of which is unknown. Of the Latin text there 
are many MSS., twelve being found in Cambridge, England, alone. An English translation was 
made by Arthur Golding (1581), which was frequently republished. (Cf. under “ Sinker” in List of 
Authors. 

The ae of the work is confidently placed in the first part of the second century of our era. It re- 
fers to the destruction of Jerusalem on the one hand, and was cited by Tertullian, and hence must 
have originated within these limits. The New Testament Books seem to have been already collected 
to a greater or less extent. There is also an allusion to the Jewish priesthood, which would be with- 
out force, if the destruction of Jerusalem by Hadrian had already taken place, that followed the in- 
surrection under Bar-Cochba (4. D. 135). We must, therefore, fix on a period ranging a. D. 100-135 
for its composition. So Sinker, but most other scholars place it somewhat earlier. The work has 
been treated, among others, by Nitzsch (see List of Authors), Ritschl (Die Enistehung der Altkath. 
Kirche, p. 171 ff., Bonn, 1850; 2d ed., 1857), Vorstman (see below), Kayser (in Reuss and Cunitz’s 
Beitrige zu den theol. Wissenschaften, 1851, pp. 107-140), and an interesting article on its apologetical 
value appeared in the Presbyterian Review for January, 1880. 
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